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PREFACE 


WITHIN  the  memory  of  the  pioneer  residents  still  living  in  Iowa,  our  home-land 
was  in  as  wild  and  primitive  a  condition  as  are  now  the  uttermost  parts  of 
Africa.  Not  a  white  or  civilized  human  being  had  ever  settled  down  to  subdue 
its  acres  and  call  it  home.  It  was  inhabited  by  copper-colored  savages  without  history 
and  with  meagre  tradition. 

In  the  short  span  of  seventy  years  Iowa  has  been  made  the  greatest  in  material  pro- 
ductions of  all  the  states  of  the  great  union,  as  it  is  one  of  the  fairest  in  natural  beauty. 

All  this  has  been  accomplished  by  an  industrious  people,  who  have  just  reason  for 
pride,  not  only  in  their  material  accomplishments,  but  in  the  fact  that  they  have  carried 
forward  the  state  as  well  in  all  those  elements — education,  arts,  sciences,  moral  and 
religious  training — which  go  to  make  up  the  fully-developed,  rounded,  manly  character. 

Yet  with  all  this — while  we  have  accumulated  much  historical  and  biographical 
material— we  have  been  somewhat  careless  and  regardless  in  the  matter  of  its  crystalliza- 
tion into  an  authentic  and  consecutive  history. 

The  pioneers  who  have  made  this  history  are  rapidly  passing  away,  and  with  them 
all  opportunity  to  winnow  out  the  chaff  of  error  and  fiction  from  the  genuine,  first 
history  of  Iowa. 

With  the  humble  desire  to  rescue  and  record  the  essentials  of  this  history,  the  pub- 
lishers have  directed  the  preparation  of  this  work. 

Their  object  was  to  be  secured  in  two  ways:  First,  through  the  labor  to  this  end, 
of  many  years,  on  the  part  of  ex-Lieut. -Gov.  B.  P.  Gue.  He  is  conceded  by  all  familiar 
with  Iowa  to  be  best  fitted  to  prepare  such  history.  A  pioneer  editor,  a  legislator,  and 
man  of  affairs  in  the  crystallization  of  the  elements  into  a  state,  he  early  became  a 
collector  of  the  materials  for  Iowa  history. 

The  publishers  have  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  and  their  patrons  upon 
securing  his  first  systematic  and  comprehensive  work.  It  is  necessarily  condensed,  yet 
it  is  the  most  pretentious  and  extended,  if  not  the  only,  history  of  Iowa  yet  completed 
and  offered  to  the  public. 

Governor  Gue  has  material  gathered  for  many  volumes,  and  purposes,  Deo  volente, 
the  publication,  later,  of  a  more  exhaustive  work. 

On  this  account,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  some  of  the  pirates  of  letters  have 
been  waiting  for  the  publication  of  this  volume,  to  prepare  from  it  school  **  histories  of 
Iowa,"  to  be  issued  by  school-book  publishers,  the  whole  has  been  copyrighted,  and  all 
infringements  will  be  exposed  and  punished. 

The  second  essential  of  this  pioneer  history  of  Iowa  was  to  be  secured  in  perhaps 
quite  as  interesting  and  valuable  a  form,  by  gathering  and  recording  the  i)er6onal 
reminiscences,  the  biographies  of  the  pioneers  and  of  the  progressive  men  who  are  now 
making  Iowa  history. 

We  have  not  sought  these  to  swell  the  pride  of  men,  but  to  leave  in  the  public  and 
private  libraries  of  Iowa  records  of  the  state  makers. 

lowans  are  a  thrifty  people.     Where  history  or  pedigree  has  a  commercial  value  we 
are  keen  to  procure  and  preserve  it. 
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4  PREFACE. 

On  a  preliminary  survey  it  was  found  that  the  people  who  left  the  older  states  and 
communities  and  homes  to  rough  it  in  the  west,  were  so  engrossed  with  exciting  con- 
tests, cares  and  duties  that  they  largely  lost  sight  of  family  lines  and  lineage.  Many 
of  the  progressive  men  of  Iowa  found,  on  examination,  that  they  had  fuller  pedigrees 
of  some  of  their  domestic  animals — going  back  dozens  of  generations  to  the  old  conti- 
nent—than they  could  gather  of  their  own  children. 

The  desire  to  re-awaken  an  interest  among  our  people  in  the  re- establishment  of 
their  lines  of  family  ancestry,  and  to  put  such  genealogies  as  can  be  secured,  in  perma- 
nent record  form,  for  the  benefit  of  succeeding  generations,  is  the  second  essential 
motive  of  this  work. 

Our  success  has  been  gratifying  beyond  our  most  ambitious  hopes. 

There  is  no  human  product  beyond  criticism,  but  we  feel  that  the  two  volumes  here 
presented  maintain  a  high  standard. 

The  second  volume  will  immediately  follow  the  first. 

Every  person  of  state- wide  acquaintance  will  find  herein  a  large  percentage  of 
familiar  names  and  faces.  It  is  not  beyond  the  range  of  possibility  that, — exalted  as 
some  of  our  citizens  are  in  national  fame  and  personal  character,— the  differentiation  of 
the  coming  years  may  bring  into  equal  prominence  some  of  the  faces  included  in  this 
work,  who  are  now  less  conspicuous.  Who  can  tell?  There  are  none  better  than 
Iowa's  sons. 

The  labor  involved  in  these  volumes  has  been  beyond  all  expectation  or  calculation, 
requiring  the  full  time  of  many  persons  for  more  than  two  years.  Trusting  the  result 
may  be  regarded  as  commensurate  with  the  effort  and  cost,  we  beg  the  pleasure  of  sub- 
scribing ourselves,  Your  friends, 

P.  R.  CONAWAY, 

A.  B.  Shaw. 
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By  Ex  -  Lieut.  -  Governor  B.  F.  Gue. 


Chapter  I. 

Barly  Explorers  ofihe  Mississippi  Valley ^De  Soto^s  Expedition^  16S9-164S;  Claude  AUonez,  1669— Father 
Jacques  Marquette  and  Louis  Joliet  Discover  Iowa  in  167S;  Hennepin  and  La  8aMe,  1680-168S. 


Bounded  on  the  east  and  west  by  the  two  greatest 
rivers  of  the  North  American  continent,  Iowa  and 
her  people  are  closely  identified  with  the  interests 
and  history  of  the  great  Mississippi  valley.  The 
mighty  river  which  flows  along  our  eastern  shore 
drains  the  most  fertile  agricultural  region  in  the 
world. 

The  great  river  was  discovered  by  the  expedi- 
tion fitted  out  by  Grovernor  Hernando  De  Soto,  of 
Spain,  who  had  won  fame  under  Pizarro  in  his  con- 
quest of  Peru.  De  Soto  was  a  favorite  of  Charles 
V,  and  easily  procured  from  the  Spanish  monarch 
a  gnvit  of  eastern  Florida  and  the  appointment  as 
governor  of  Cuba.  He  was  authorized  to  explore 
the  unknown  country  of  the  far  west. 

When  it  became  known  that  De  Soto  was  fitting 
out  an  expedition  to  explore  and  conquer  a  region 
supposed  to  be  rich  in  gold  mines,  men  of  wealth, 
soldiers  of  fortune,  young  and  ambitious  cavaliers 
and  nobles  of  high  rank  flocked  to  his  standard. 
Visions  of  wealth  and  position  in  the  new  country 
dazzled  their  imagination  and  they  hastened  to  join 
the  great  expedition.  De  Soto  and  many  of  his 
enthusiastic  followers  invested  their  entire  fortunes 
in  the  alluring  enterprise. 

Nine  hundred  and  fifty  picked  men  were  chosen 
from  the  thousands  who  volunteered,  and  he 
embarked  his  army  on  ten  vessels  and  sailed  for 
Cuba  to  complete  his  preparations.  Here  he  swelled 
his  ranks  to  1,000  infantry  and  350  cavalry.  Priests, 
miners  and  artisans  joined  him;  live  stock  and 
implements  for  founding  colonies;  chains,  fetters 
and  bloodhounds  were  provided  for  the  enslave- 
ment of  the  Indians;  coats  of  mail,  helmets  and 
breast-plates  shielded  his  soldiers  for  battle  with 
the  natives;  and  the  best  arms  and  equipments  for 
all  were  provided. 

The  expedition  embarked  from  Havana  on  the 
12th  of  May,  1539,  gaily  as  a  pleasure  party,  little 
dreaming  of  the  awaiting  fate.  It  was  a  roving 
band  of  gallant  freebooters  in  quest  of  plunder  and 
fortune;    an  army  rendered  cruel    and  ferocious 
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by  avarice,  ready  to  march  to  any  point  with 
slaughter  where  they  might  suppose  an  Indian  vil- 
lage was  stored  with  gold.  They  plunged  into  the 
wild  forests  and  trackless  swamps  of  eastern 
Florida. 

For  a  year  they  were  wandering  among  the 
fierce  Seminoles,  fighting,  plundering,  destroying. 
Their  captives  craftily  led  them  through  dismal, 
tangled  forests  into  impassable  swamps,  where  the 
stealthy  warriors  harassed  them  day  and  night. 
The  Seminoles  fiercely  defended  their  homes 
against  the  cruel  invaders.  But  still  the  free- 
booters pressed  on  until  they  reached  the  Cherokee 
country  of  Georgia,  leaving  a  bloody  trail  and 
burning  villages  in  their  path.  On  the  Alabama 
river  the  Indians  had  gathered  a  large  army  to 
make  a  stand  against  the  destroyers  of  their  homes, 
and  a  desperate  battle  took  place.  The  Spanish 
lost  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded  and  the  Indians 
burned  most  of  their  baggage. 

They  still  pushed  on  into  Mississippi,  where 
they  met  savage  resistance,  losing  in  battle  many 
men  and  horses  and  most  of  their  armor  and  cloth- 
ing. Everywhere  they  robbed  and  slaughtered  the 
natives  and  mutilated  them  with  the  fierce  blood- 
hounds. 

In  April,  1541,  they  had  reached  a  large  Indian 
village  called  Chisca,  on  the  banks  of  a  majestic 
river,  the  largest  by  far  they  had  ever  seen.  They 
stood  upon  its  low  banks  and  gazed  out  upon  Its 
turbid  waters  sweeping  southward  with  resistless 
power,  bearing  upon  its  bosom  great  trees  uprooted 
by  its  mighty  current.  Its  great  width  and  depth 
were  barriers  to  their  further  progress.  They 
camped  upon  its  shore  and  named  it  the  **Bio 
Grande.'' 

Their  ranks  were  decimated  by  battles,  sickness 
and  death  from  exposure.  They  were  but  a  forlorn 
remnant  of  the  grand  expedition  that  two  years 
before  had  started  out  to  conquer  and  plunder  the 
Indian  country.  Their  search  for  gold  had  been  in 
vain.    Their  long  line  of  march  was  marked  by 
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graves  of  thoee  who  had  perished  on  the  w^y. 
Exhausted  by  suffering,  harassed  by  hostile 
Indians,  thousands  of  miles  from  home  or  help, 
their  spirits  were  broken  and  they  would  gladly 
have  turned  back. 

But  De  Soto  had  invested  all  he  possessed  in  the 
enterprise,  his  fortune  and  fame,  and  nothing  but 
gold  and  the  establishment  of  a  Spanish  colony 
could  save  him.  He  could  not  consent  to  abandon 
all  and  barely  escape  broken  in  fortune,  reputation 
and  health.  He  stood  on  the  bank  of  the  mighty 
river,  late  into  the  night,  trying  to  solve  the  desper- 
ate problem  before  him.  There  was  one  more  pos- 
sible chance  to  find  the  gold  fields  west  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  In  the  morning  his  stern  command  was 
issued  to  his  artisans  to  build  boats  to  convey  his 
depleted  army  across  the  river. 

FYom  descriptions  they  gave  of  the  country  it  is 
supposed  that  his  place  of  crossing  was  near  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  state  of  Mississippi.  Here 
were  embarked  on  the  waters  of  the  greatest  river 
of  the  continent  the  first  boats  of  white  men  that 
ever  sailed  on  the  Mississippi.  The  fame  of  De 
Soto  will  live  in  history  as  its  discoverer. 

All  his  dreams  of  wealth,  power  and  fame  van- 
ished as  he  led  his  men  westward  still,  to  the  plains 
of  Kansas,  in  the  vain  search.  When  every  hope 
had  vanished  and  half  of  his  army  had  perished,  in 
despair  he  turned  back.  He  would  plant  a  colony 
on  the  great  river  and  send  a  few  of  his  trusted 
officers  in  vessels,  to  be  built,  down  to  the  sea,  and 
on  to  Cuba  for  supplies  and  reinforcements,  while 
he  remained  to  select  the  site  for  a  city  and  colony. 

Arriving  at  the  Mississippi  again,  the  building 
of  the  brigantines  was  begun.  The  Indians  gath- 
ered about  and  harassed  them  night  and  day.  Dis- 
ease was  rapidly  depleting  their  ranks,  and  De 
Soto  was  at  last  stricken  down  with  fever. 

In  delirium  he  talked  wildly  of  his  accumulated 
disappointments  and  disasters  until  death  forever 
closed  his  lips.  The  survivors  gathered  sadly 
about  the  cold  form  of  their  stem  leader  while  the 
priests  chanted  over  his  remains  a  requiem — the 
first  ever  heard  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 
To  conceal  his  death  from  the  hostile  Indians,  his 
comrades  made  an  excavation  in  a  green  oak  log, 
enclosed  the  body  in  it,  at  midnight  rowed  out  into 
the  middle  of  the  great  river  and  sunk  the  rude 
coffin  beneath  the  murky  waters.  As  long  as  the 
waters  of  the  great  river  wash  the  Iowa  shore,  the 
tragic  ronmnce  of  the  discoverer  of  the  mighty 
Mississippi  will  be  read  with  interest  by  the  gen- 
erations as  they  come  and  go. 

The  ambitious  schemes  and  cruel  march  of  the 
remorseless  Spaniard  came  to  naught,  and  a  terri- 
ble retribution  quickly  overtook  him  and  defeated 
all  of  his  plans.  But  his  name  is  linked  with  the 
great  river  of  the  continent  forever,  in  a  way  that 
he  never  could  foresee. 

After  months  of  wandering,  suffering  and  despair 


among  the  trackless  forests  and  over  wild  prairies, 
De  Soto's  surviving  comrades  were  reduced  in  num- 
bers to  350.  These  finally  constructed  seven  boats 
and  on  the  2d  of  July,  1543,  they  embarked  and  sailed 
down  the  Mississippi,  where  no  white  man  had  ever 
sailed  before.  After  unparalleled  suffering,  in 
which  100  more  perished,  the  remnant  at  last 
reached  a  Mexican  settlement.  Of  the  1,300  who 
sailed  five  years  before,  with  wild  visions  of  wealth 
and  glory,  but  250  survived  to  reach  their  homes. 
The  thousands  of  Indians  slaughtered,  and  villages 
desolated,  the  unsurpassed  cruelties  which  marked 
their  bloody  march,  had  all  been  fearfully  avenged, 
when  these  ragged,  woe-begone,  half  demented 
wrecks  of  men  reached  the  shores  of  Spain  to  re- 
count the  horrors  of  the  five  years  wanderings. 


II. 


The  next  white  men  who  saw  the  Mississippi 
river  were  some  French  gold  seekers  from  a 
colony  that  had  been  planted  in  Florida  in  1565,  but 
no  settlement  was  attempted  in  the  region  of  the 
Mississippi. 

More  than  130  years  elapsed  after  the  discovery 
of  the  Mississippi  river  by  De  Soto  before  an  effort 
was  made  by  any  white  man  to  explore  the  valley. 
The  French  had  gradually  been  extending  a  chain 
of  settlements  along  the  St.  Lawrence  river,'  and 
westward  around  the  Great  Lakes. 

The  pioneers  in  these  westward  movements  were 
Jesuit  priests,  who  led  the  way  into  remote  regions 
among  the  most  warlike  tribes  of  Indians.  In  1669 
Father  Claude  Allonez,  a  French  missionary,  pene- 
trated the  great  forests  through  Canada  to  the 
shore  of  Lake  Superior,  and  learned  from  some 
members  of  a  remote  western  tribe  of  Indians  that 
there  was  a  great  river  in  the  far  west  called,  by 
the  Indians,  Mis-sis-se-pe  or  "Great  River."  They 
said  that  no  white  man  had  ever  been  seen  in  that 
region.  The  valley  of  this  great  river  was  described 
as  divided  into  dense  forests  and  vast  meadows 
covered  with  tall  grass.  The  Indian  name,  Mis-sis, 
signified  meadow,  and  the  word  se-pe  means  river; 
hence  Mis  sis-se-pe,  as  some  early  French  writers 
spell  it,  signifies  "River  of  the  Meadows."  It  was 
first  supposed  that  the  "  Great  River  "  fiowed  west- 
ward towards  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  would  afford 
the  long  sought  for  direct  and  short  route  to  India 
and  China. 

The  nations  of  western  Europe  had,  since 
the  discovery  of  America,  expected  to  find  a  direct 
water  route  to  China,  and  It  was  believed  it  would 
now  be  found  through  the  great  river  of  which 
the  Indians  bad  often  spoken. 

In  the  Jesuit  Revelations  given  by  Father  Claude 
Dablon  in  1670-71,  in  speaking  of  bhe  Illini  Indians, 
he  says: 

"  These  people  were  the  first  to  trade  with  the 
French  at  Green  Bay.    They  live  in  the  midst  of 
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RarlUst  map  of  Iowa  ierrgm—jyao.  Found  in  library  at  Dijon,  Franco^  by  Rev»  Father  Laurent,  of  Muscatine,  He  caused  a 
C9py  to  be  preserved  in  the  Iowa  Historical  Department.  A  line  drawn  horizontally^  above  the  words  ^*Paoutc  et  Otoctata^^^  from  the 
Missouri  to  the  Mississippi,  and  another,  parallel,  below  the  words  **j4io  vreoiis,"  includes ,  approximately^  the  land  forming  Iowa, 
It  will  be  seen  that  they  had  a  magnified  idea  of  the  Des  Moines  river  {R.  des  Moingona),  making  it  the  main  stream,  and  heading 
it  in  great  northern  lakes. 
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a  beautiful  country,  away  south  towards  a  great 
river  named  Mis-sis-sep-pe.  It  takes  its  rise  far  in 
the  north,  flowing  towards  the  south,  discharges 
itself  in  the  sea.  That  the  great  country  through 
which  it  flows  is  prairie  without  trees.  It  is  beyond 
this  river  that  the  Illini's  live,  and  from  which  are 
detached  the  Mes-co-tins — which  signifies  a  land 
bare  of  trees.*' 

It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  suspected  by  any 
of  the  early  French  writers  or  explorers  that  this 
was  the  great  river— Rio  Grande — discovered  by  De 
Soto  more  tham  a  hundred  years  before. 

Father  Jacques  Marquette,  a  French  Jesuit,  who 
was  then  a  missionary  among  the  Huron  Indians, 
had  in  1669  determined  to  explore  the  far  west  to 


missionary,  for  many  years,  built  up  little  churches 
among  them,  learned  their  language  and  endeared 
himself  to  the  natives  by  his  kindness  to  them  dur- 
ing a  long  period  of  friendly  intercourse.  An  intel- 
ligent and  experienced  trader  of  Quebec,  Louis 
Joliet,  was  selected  by  M.  Talon  to  accompany  Mar- 
quette. Five  other  Frenchmen  were  chosen  to 
make  up  the  party,  and  on  the  13th  of  May,  1673, 
they  embarked  from  Michlimacinac,  in  two  birch 
canoes  on  the  voyage  of  exploration. 

They  sailed  on  Green  Bay  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Fox  river,  and  ascending  that  stream  some  distance 
they  found  a  village  of  Miami  and  Kickapoo  Indians. 
This  was  the  extreme  western  limit  of  explorations 
made  by  the  French,  and  Marquette  here  engaged 


The  first  spot  in  Iowa  seen  by  Joliet  and  Marquette^  near  McGregor, 


the  great  river  and  had  secured  the  co-operation  of 
M.  Talon,  the  French  intendent,  to  aid  him  in  fit- 
ting out  an  exploring  expedition.  Father  Mar- 
quette, who  was  a  man  of  great  intelligence  and 
energy,  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for  the  enter- 
prise, had  selected  as  a  companion,  a  young  Illini 
Indian  to  aid  him  in  learning  the  language  of  that 
tribe,  so  that  he  might  be  able  to  converse  with  the 
nation  supposed  to  inhabit  a  large  portion  of  the 
country  contiguous  to  the  great  river. 

It  was  not  until  1673  that  the  expedition  was 
ready  to  embark  upon  its  perilous  enterprise. 
Father  Marquette  had  traveled  thousands  of  miles 
among  the  Indians,  far  in  advance  of  white  settle- 
ments.   He  had  lived  and  labored  among  them  as  a 


some  Miami  guides  to  pilot  them  to  the  Wisconsin 
river.  The  guides  then  returned  home  and  left  the 
fearless  explorers  to  find  their  way  through  the 
unknown  region  into  which  they  had  now  entered. 

Floating  down  the  Wisconsin  for  many  days  they 
flnally  emerged  into  the  great  river  they  had 
sought  for.  It  was  a  majestic  stream,  the  western 
shore  of  which  arose  in  high,  abrupt  bluffs,  covered 
with  forests.  It  was  on  the  17th  day  of  June,  1673, 
when  they  looked  out  upon  the  rugged  shores  of  the 
Iowa  of  the  future. 

They  were  its  discoverers,  as  no  white  man  had 
ever  before  seen  the  upper  Mississippi  river  and 
shores.  They  floated  out  on  the  broad  bosom  of 
the  great  river  of  the  continent  and  drifted  along 
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with  its  mighty  current  that  swept  the  eastern 
shore  of  Iowa. 

The  point  first  seen  was  a  few  miles  below 
McGregor,  in  the  present  county  of  Clayton.  They 
landed  some  miles  down  the  river  and  ascended  the 
Iowa  bluffs  to  get  a  view  of  the  new  country  they 
had  discovered.  Forests  shut  off  the  western  out- 
look, but  over  on  the  Wisconsin  side,  they  could 
see  miles  of  beautiful  meadow  land,  stretching  out 
toward  a  high  range  of  hills  in  the  distance.  Prairie 
du  Chien  has  since  been  built  on  this  broad  prairie. 
Some  glimpses  could  be  seen  of  a  vast  expanse  of 
rolling  prairie,  that  extended  westward  beyond  the 


by  the  vast  stretches  of  bottom>lands  on  which  herds 
of  deer,  elk  and  buffalo  were  grazing.  But  not  a 
human  being  had  yet  been  seen. 

They  passed  over  the  rapids  of  the  beautiful 
Rock  Island,  by  the  long,  low,  prairie  of  Muscatine 
island,  down  by  the  flint  hills  of  Burlington,  and, 
on  the  25th  of  June  landed  on  the  west  shore  of  the 
river,  where  they  discovered  footprints  in  the 
sand.  Leaving  the  boats  in  care  of  the  men,  the 
two  leaders  followed  a  path  leading  westward,  and 
kept  on  for  five  or  six  miles,  when  they  reached  an 
Indian  village.  It  stood  on  the  banks  of  another 
river,  much  smaller  than  the  Mississippi,  the  water 


A  bend  in  the  Mississippi,  south  of  Lansing— A  raft  on  its  way  down  the  river. 


bluffs.  The  air  was  laden  with  the  perfume  of  wild 
vegetation,  and  gentle  breezes  were  sweeping  over 
the  landscape,  the  most  beautiful  the  voyagers  had 
ever  looked  upon.  The  silence  of  a  vast  uninhab- 
ited region  pervaded  the  whole  country  around. 
Not  a  human  being  nor  an  animal  was  in  sight,  and 
the  only  sound  that  reached  their  ears  was  the  rip- 
ple of  the  waters  of  the  great  river  below,  and  the 
rustle  of  the  breeze  among  the  leaves  of  forest 
trees. 

Iowa  was  at  that  time  as  wild  and  unexplored  as 
central  Africa.  For  many  days  the  voyagers 
floated  down  the  current  of  the  great  river,  passing 
by  the  bluffs  of  Dubuque,  looking  off  over  the  wide- 
spreading  prairies  of  the  Illinois  side;  gliding  along 


of  which  was  clear  and  rapid.    The  banks  were  low, 
shaded  by  forest  trees. 

The  Indians  of  the  village  seemed  greatly 
astonished,  as  they  approached,  for  it  is  presumable 
they  had  never  before  seen  a  white  man.  Soon, 
however,  they  made  signs  of  friendship,  and  offered 
the  Frenchmen  the  pipe  of  peace.  They  were 
found  to  be  a  band  of  the  Illlni  tribe,  and  had  two 
other  villages  a  few  miles  distant.  Marquette  was 
able  to  converse  with  them,  and  learned  that  the 
river  near  their  villages  was  called  the  Mon-in- 
go-na.  He  explained  to  them  the  object  of  their 
voyage,  and  his  pleasure  in  meeting  the  natives  of 
this  beautiful  country.  The  Indians  gave  them  a 
cordial  welcome  and  they  were  invited  to  a  feast 
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which  had  been  prepared  for  them.  They  had  fish, 
corn  meal  pudding  and  roast  buffalo  meat. 

Marquette  and  Jollet  were  so  charmed  with  the 
beauty  of  the  country  that  they  remained  five  days 
with  the  hospitable  Indians,  who  devoted  their 
time  to  entertaining  their  stranger  guests.  When 
they  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  stay  longer, 
more  than  600  of  the  Indians  accompanied  the 
explorers  to  their  canoes  and  regretfully  bade 
them  goodbye  as  they  pushed  their  frail  boats 
out  into  the  swift  current  of  the  great  river. 

The  exact  location  of  the  point  on  the  Mississippi 
shore,  where  Marquette  and  his  party  landed 
to  visit  these  Indians » is  not  certainly  known,  but 
from  the  brief  description  given,  nearly  all  writers 


prairie,  woodland  and  unbridged  creeks  and  rivers. 
The  race  who  possessed  the  land  had  but  few 
wants,  which  were  generously  supplied  by  the  wild 
game  and  fruit  that  abounded  on  land,  and  the  fish 
that  swarmed  in  rivers  and  lakes.  It  was  a 
paradise  for  the  red  men,  who  had  for  unnumbered 
generations  lived  and  died  undisturbed  by  civiliza- 
tion. 

When  Father  Marquette  took  his  departure,  the 
mini  chief  presented  him  with  a  pipe  of  peace,  the 
sacred  calumet  ornamented  with  brilliant  feathers, 
which,  suspended  from  his  neck,  was  to  be  a  safe- 
guard among  the  strange  tribes  that  he  might  en- 
counter on  his  voyage  down  the  great  river. 
The  next  day  they  passed  the  mouth  of  the  Des 


A  Crow  Indian's  grave. 


agree  that  it  must  have  been  near  where  Montrose 
now  stands,  fn  Lee  county,  near  the  head  of  the 
lower  rapids.  The  report  which  Jollet  wrote  of 
their  voyage  was  most  unfortunately  lost  by  the 
capsizing  of  his  canoe  while  on  his  return  to 
Quebec,  and  all  that  he  said  of  Iowa  and  this  most 
Interesting  expedition  was  destroyed. 

It  was  more  than  200  years  ago  that  this  first 
glimpse  of  Iowa  was  given  to  the  world.  No  plow 
had  ever  turned  a  furrow  on  its  virgin  soil;  the 
sound  of  firearms  had  never  echoed  among  its 
groves  and  valleys.  Its  vast,  natural  meadows 
were  covered  with  a  carpet  of  waving  grass,  inter- 
mingled with  myriads  of  brilliant  wild  fiowers, 
radiant  in  the  glow  of  a  July  sunlight.  Nature 
here  ruled   supreme  over  the  broad   expanse  of 


Moines  river,  named  by  the  Indians  the  Mon-in- 
go-na,  signifying  *^  the  road.'' 

They  sailed  by  the  mouth  of  an  immense,  muddy 
river,  which  they  named  the  Pe-ki-ta-no-nl  [Mis- 
souri] and  passed  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  called  by 
the  Indians  the  '*  Beautiful  River." 

Day  after  day  they  fioated  down  the  great  river, 
which  had  now  broadened  to  double  the  size  it  was 
where  they  first  entered  upon  it.  Its  shores  now 
became  low  and  swampy,  and  In  places  it  was  many 
miles  in  width,  where  it  spread  its  mighty  volume 
of  water  out  over  the  lowlands  through  which 
it  flowed.  Dense  canebrakes  shut  them  in  at 
times;  the  heat  became  very  oppressive  and  the 
swarms  of  insects  Intolerable. 

Reaching  latitude  33^,  they  came  upon  an  In- 
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dian  village  of  the  fierce  Miohi games,  whose 
traditions  told  them  of  the  barbarities  inflicted 
upon  their  ancestors  by  De  Soto's  army  more  than 
130  years  before.  When  Marquette's  little  party  of 
seven  approached,  in  their  two  canoes,  the  natives, 
armed,  advanced  upon  them  in  their  war  canoes, 
brand  ishing  their  weapons.  The  brave  Marquette, 
unawed  by  the  threatened  danger,  coolly  ap- 
proached them,  holding  aloft  the  sacred  calumet. 
Seeing  the  token  of  peace,  the  chief  restrained  his 
warriors,  extended  to  the  strangers  the  hand 
of  friendship,  and  invited  them  to  the  village,  where 
they  were  treated  with  cordial  hospitality  for 
several  days. 

Again,  embarking  with  a  fresh  supply  of  food, 
they  descended  to  the  village  of  Ak-an-sea,  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Algonquin  dialect.  Here,  by 
means  of  an  interpreter,  they  learned  from  the 
Indians  the  course  of  the  river  below,  and  the  dis- 
tance to  the  sea.  They  were  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  and  learned  that  the  great  river, 
upon  which  they  had  sailed  more  than  1,100  miles, 
emptied  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

During  their  long  voyage  Marquette  and  Joliet 
had  each  made  sketches  of  the  course  of  the  river 
and  its  tributaries,  and  from  these  were  afterwards 
engraved  the  first  maps  of  the  Mississippi  and  its 
branches  from  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin  to  the 
Arkansas.  As  the  survivors  of  De  Soto's  party  had 
sailed  from  here  to  its  mouth,  the  whole  course  of 
the  river  from  Wisconsin  to  its  termination  in  the 
Gulf  had  now  been  explored. 

From  here  they  turned  back  and,  beneath  the 
burning  sun  of  the  far  south,  began  the  hard  labor 
of  rowing  against  the  current  on  the  return  voyage. 
They  finally  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois 
river,  ascended  it,  and  crossed  over  to  the  Chicago, 
and  into  Lake  Michigan. 

The  news  of  their  great  voyage,  the  vast  region 
explored,  filled  all  of  New  France  with  rejoicings, 
as,  by  right  of  discovery,  all  of  the  vast  region 
embraced  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  north  of  the 
Arkansas,  belonged  to  France. 

Thus,  Iowa  from  this  time  became  a  part  of  the 
French  dominion  of  America.  Marquette  had 
found  the  Indians  then  occupying  what  has  since 
become  the  states  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Illinois, 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  Tennessee  and  Arkansas,  to 
be  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  tribes  along  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  the  great  lakes.  The  Algonquin 
tongue,  which  was  spoken  along  the  St.  Lawrence 
and  over  to  the  Des  Moines,  was  most  widely 
diffused.  At  this  time,  1673,  Illinois  contained  but 
five  or  six  Indian  villages,  and  Marquette  only 
found  one  village  in  traversing  the  entire  river 
boundary  of  eastern  Iowa. 


It  is  not  creditable  that  Iowa  has  done  nothing 
to  commemorate  the  memory  of  Father  Marquette, 
who  planned,  organized  and  conducted  the  daring, 
and,  at  that  time,  most  perilous  enterprise  which 
discovered  our  beautiful  land,  explored  its  eastern 
shores,  first  made  known  to  the  world  its  existence, 
and  discovered  the  upper  Mississippi  river.  We 
have  towns,  counties  and  rivers  named  for  Indians, 
Mexican  battlefields,  and  ordinary  men,  but  seem 
to  have  forgotten  or  ignored  the  great  explorer 
who  discovered  our  magnificent  domain  115  years 
before  the  first  white  man  settled  within  its  limits, 
—  Father  Marquette. 

Tx>uls  Hennepin  was  the  next  to  lead  an  explor- 
ing expedlbion  from  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river 
up  the  Mississippi  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Iowa, 
in  1680.  He  ascended  the  great  river  to  St. 
Anthony's  Falls,  thus  first  exploring  that  portion 
of  the  Iowa  shore  above  McGregor. 

La  Salle,  another  French  explorer,  finished  the 
exploration  of  the  lower  Mississippi  to  its  mouth 
in  1682. 

De  Soto,  its  first  discoverer,  named  the  Missis- 
sippi river  the  **Rio  Grande;"  Marquette,  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  upper  Mississippi,  named  it  the  ''Con- 
ception;*' Hennepin  called  it  the  ''Colbert;"  La 
Salle  named  it  the  "  Great  River,"  while  the  Indi- 
ans had  given  it  the  name  Mis-sis-se-pe.  Posterity 
has  united  in  preserving,  with  a  slight  change  in 
orthography,  the  original  Indian  name. 

In  1702  Lesueur,  with  a  party,  ascended  the 
Mississippi,  sailing  along  the  entire  eastern  border 
of  Iowa  and  up  the  St.  Peter's  river,  where  he 
erected  a  fort  and  formally  took  possession  of  the 
vast  region  now  embraced  in  the  states  of  Iowa, 
Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas. 

The  great  war  between  England  and  France, 
which  prevailed  from  1756  to  1763,  gave  England 
all  of  the  vast  French  possessions  in  America  east 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  except  a  portion  of  Louisi- 
ana, but  Iowa  still  remained  in  the  French  posses- 
sions. It  is  one  portion  of  the  United  States  which 
never  passed  under  the  government  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. Soon  after  the  close  of  the  seven  years'  war 
between  England  and  EVance,  the  king  of  the  latter 
country,  by  secret  treaty,  ceded  all  of  the  remainder 
of  the  FYench  possessions  in  America  to  Spain,  and 
Iowa  passed  under  the  dominion  of  the  Spanish 
government. 

During  the  eighty  years  that  the  territory 
embraced  in  Iowa  had  belonged  to  France,  no  per- 
manent settlement  had  been  made  within  its  limits. 
BVench  hunters  and  trappers  had  explored  its  riv- 
ers in  search  of  furs  and  game,  and  had  given 
names  to  some  of  them,  but  no  other  mark  of  their 
occupation  remained. 
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Chapter  II. 

Origin  of  the  Prairies— Profesaor  Hall— The  Mowid  Builders— lotoa  Indian  Tribes:  Mascoutines,  lawas, 
Sac  and  Foxes,  Winnebagoes,  PoUawaUamieSj  Dakota^. 


Prairie  is  a  French  word  signifying  meadow, 
and  was  the  name  first  applied  to  the  great  treeless 
plains  of  North  America  by  the  French,  who  were 
the  discoverers  of  the  prairie  region  of  the  upper 
Mississippi  valley.  East  of  Ohio  prairies  are 
unknown,  and  as  we  go  westward  they  increase  in 
number  and  size  until  western  Indiana  is  reached, 
from  whence  they  broaden  out  and  possess  almost 
the  entire  country  from  there  to  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains. Iowa  was  formerly  a  vast  prairie  with  the 
exception  of  the  region  bordering  on  some  of  its 
rivers  and  creeks  and  in  the  northeastern  portion 
of  the  state.  The  soil  of  the  prairies  varies  as  much 
in  quality,  color  and  formation,  as  in  the  forest 
regions.  In  Indiana,  Michigan  and  Illinois,  the 
prairies  are  inclined  to  be  quite  level,  the  surface 
soil,  black  vegetable  mold.  In  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Nebraska  and  the  Dakotas,  the  surface  is  generally 
rolling  and  in  some  sections  decidedly  hilly.  Large 
bodies  of  broken  land  in  places  extend  back  from 
the  water  courses,  originally  covered  with  hazel 
brush  and  scattering  trees  called  ^^  barrens." 

While  Iowa  was  largely  prairie  in  early  days, 
almost  every  variety  of  surface  soil  is  found,  show- 
ing conclmsively  that  it  is  not  the  peculiar  soil 
formation  that  causes  forests  to  grow  in  some  por- 
tions and  vast  treeless  prairies  to  prevail  in  other 
localities.  Professor  Hall,  who  made  a  geological 
survey  of  a  portion  of  the  state  before  much  of  its 
surface  was  disturbed  by  the  plow,  in  discussing  the 
various  theories  of  the  origin  of  the  prairies, 
arrives  at  the  following  conclusions:  *'If  we  go 
into  the  thickly  wooded  regions  of  northern  Mich- 
igan and  examine  those  portions  of  the  surface 
which  have  not  been  inva4ed  by  forests,  we  observe 
that  the  beds  of  ancient  lakes  which  have  been 
filled  by  the  slowest  possible  accumulations  of 
detrital  matter  and  are  now  dry,  remain  as  natural 
prairies  and  are  not  trespassed  on  by  the  surround- 
ing woods.  We  can  conceive  of  no  other  reason  for 
this  than  the  extreme  fineness  of  the  soil  which 
occupies  the  basins,  and  which  is  the  natural  result 
of  the  slow  and  quiet  mode  in  which  they  have  been 
filled  up.  We  find  these  natural  meadows  covered 
with  a  most  luxuriant  crop  of  grass.  Applying 
these  facts  to  the  case  of  the  prairies  of  larger 
dimensions  further  south,  we  infer  on  what  seems 
to  be  reasonable  grounds  that  the  whole  region  now 
occupied  by  the  prairies  of  the  northwest  was  once 
an  immense  lake   into   whose   basin  a   sediment 


of  almost  impalpable  fineness  gradually  accumu- 
lated; that  this  basin  was  drained  by  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  whole  region,  but  at  first  so  slowly 
that  the  finer  particles  of  the  superficial  deposits 
were  not  washed  away  but  allowed  to  remain  where 
they  were  originally  deposited.  After  the  more 
elevated  portions  of  the  former  basin  had  been  laid 
bare,  the  drainage  became  concentrated  in  com- 
paratively narrow  channels,  the  current  thus 
produced  acquired  sufficient  velocity  to  wear  down 
through  the  finer  materials  in  the  surface,  washing 
away  portions  of  it  altogether,  and  mixing  the  rest 
so  e£Fectually  with  the  underlying  drift  materials 
as  to  give  rise  to  the  different  character  of  soil  in 
the  valleys  from  that  of  the  elevated  lands.  This 
valley  soil  containing  a  larger  proportion  of  coarse 
materials  than  that  of  the  upland,  seems  to  have 
been  adapted  to  the  growth  of  forest  vegetation.  In 
consequence  of  this  we  find  such  localities  covered 
with  an  abundant  growth  of  timber.  We  sometimes 
meet  with  ridges  of  coarse  material,  apparently  of 
drift  deposits,  on  which  from  some  cause  there  has 
never  been  an  accumulation  of  fine  sediment.  In 
such  localities  we  invariably  find  a  growth  of  timber. 
This  is  the  origin  of  the  groves  scattered  over  the 
prairies,  for  whose  isolated  position  and  peculiar 
circumstances  of  growth  we  are  unable  to  account 
in  any  other  way.'*  Other  writers  hold  that  the 
prairie  region  was  once  submerged  and  attribute 
the  drainage  to  slow  upheavals  of  the  land,  which 
in  time  caused  the  water  to  find  its  way  to  the  ocean, 
wearing  great  channels  through  the  soil  and  rocks, 
thus  forming  the  valleys  that  are  now  found  along 
the  water  courses,  not  only  of  the  great  rivers,  but 
of  creeks  which  were  but  arms  of  the  great  rivers 
when  this  vast  inland  sea  was  expelled  towards  the 
ocean. 

During  some  of  these  periods,  glaciers  from  the 
north  helped  to  grind  down  the  higher  points  of 
land  and  as  the  glaciers  melted  they  deposited 
foreign  bits  of  rock,  pebbles  and  even  some  great 
granite  boulders,  from  northern  geological  forma- 
tions, over  most  of  the  surface  of  the  state.  Greolo- 
gists  tell  us  this  glacial  grinding  down  did  not 
cover  all  the  surface  but  left  untouched  a  small 
area  in  northeastern  Iowa,  covering  Allamakee 
county  and  portions  of  Winneshiek,  Clayton  and 
Dubuque.  Here  may  be  seen  almost  the  only 
markedly  varied  and  romantic  scenery  of  the  state, 
termed  by  some  the  **  Switzerland  of  Iowa.'' 
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It  is  probable  the  long  oontlDuance  of  the  tree- 
less condition  of  portions  of  the  bed  of  the  vast 
inland  sea  has,  in  recent  ages,  been  owing  to  the 
fires  set  out  by  the  Indians,  which  have  annually 
swept  over  the  great  plains  and  destroyed  tree 
growth.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  conditions 
of  the  soil  for  several  hundred  years  have  been 
such  that  trees  would  have  encroached  and  grown 
up  on  the  prairies  if  not  destroyed  by  fires.  How 
old  the  prairies  are;  how  many  thousand  years  ago 
the  great  inland  sea  was  drained,  can  only  be  con- 
jectured. But  that  a  race  of  people  lived  here 
before  the  Indians  appeared,  is  now  generally  con- 
ceded. The  work  of  that  race  is  found  in  many 
parts  of  Iowa  in  the  earth  mounds  and  defenses  that 
were  made  by  tbem,  and  the  skulls  and  human 


MOUND  BUILDERS 

were  dispossessed  of  Iowa,  by  the  Indians,  at  a 
remote  age.  Where  the  Indians  came  from  is  not 
known.  But  it  Is  supposed,  by  some  writers,  that 
the  fierce  Dakotas  crossed  the  Rocky  mountains  in 
great  numbers  and  gradually  exterminated  the  less 
warlike  Mound  Builders,  many  generations  before 
Iowa  was  discovered  by  Marquette  and  Joliet. 
When  Iowa  was  first  explored  by  the  whites,  the 
Dakotas  were  found  in  possession  of  Minnesota  and 
northern  Iowa,  while  the  Algonquins  occupied 
southern  Iowa  and  northern  Missouri.  The  Algon- 
quins were  divided  into  tribes  known  as  Illinois, 
Sauks,  Foxes,  Chippeways,  Ottawas  and  Pottawat- 
amies.    The  tribes  of  the  Dakota  family  found  in 


Oneota  Bluffs  near  New  Albin .    ( TAe  crest  is  Jour  hundred  and  twenty  feet  above  grade  of  railway  at  the  base. 
On  the  very  highest  crest  there  is  a  row  of  prehistoric  mounds.) 


bones  found  preserved  in  the  mounds.  There  is 
evidence  that  the  great  prairies  have  been  in 
many  places  covered  with  a  growth  of  forest  since 
the  mound  builders  disappeared.  There  are  along 
the  Des  Moines  and  other  rivers,  earthworks  made 
by  the  mound  builders  upon  which  immense  trees 
have  grown  and  large  forests  have  appeared. 

IOWA    INDIAN    TRIBES. 

When  the  whites  first  began  to  look  with  long- 
ing eyes  upon  the  Indian  country  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissipi  river,  which  afterwards  became  known  as 
Iowa,  it  was  peopled  by  many  powerful  tribes  of 
Indians.  It  is  generally  believed  that  the  earliest 
known  inhabitants  of  Iowa  and  the  west,  called 
the 


the  upper  Mississippi  valley  were  the  lowas,  Oma- 
has,  Winnebagoes,  Osages,  Sissetons,  Missouris  and 
Otoes. 

THE  MASCOUTINES. 

This  tribe,  which  was  first  mentioned  by  Father 
Allonez  in  1670,  as  found  in  the  valley  of  the  Wis- 
consin river,  afterwards  moved  over  into  Iowa.  They 
were  on  friendly  terms  with  Illlni  Indians,  and 
were  occupying  a  portion  of  Iowa  west  of  Muscatine 
island,  where  they  located  after  being  driven  out 
of  Wisconsin  by  hostile  tribes.  The  Mascou tines 
built  a  village  on  Muscatine  Island,  which  was  a 
level  prairie,  embracing  about  20,000  acres.  They 
were  a  fierce,  warlike  tribe  and  fought  frequent 
battles  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  long  before  Iowa 
was  explored  by  white  men.  A  long  time  ago  a 
large  party  of  Sacs  and  Foxes  was  descending  the 
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Mississippi  in  a  fleet  of  canoes,  and  when  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Iowa  river  they  were  attacked  by  the 
Mascou tines.  A  desperate  conflict  ensued,  lasting' 
all  day,  when,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  being  outnum- 
bered, were  compelled  to  turn  back.  The  Mascou- 
tines  took  to  their  canoes  and  assailed  the  retreat- 
ing enemy  by  land  and  water  and  nearly  extermi- 
nated them.  But  one-quarter  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
escaped  slaughter.  After  living  many  years  near 
where  Muscatine  now  stands,  the  tribe  became 
weakened  by  wars  and  finally  merged  with  some 
other  nation.  Long  before  the  first  white  settlers 
came  to  Iowa  the  Mascoutines  had  disappeared. 

THE  lOWAS. 

The  Iowa  Indians  were  first  mentioned  in  1690, 
when  they  were  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Great 
Lakes.    Many  years  later  they  moved  west  of  the 


Sioux  and  Osages.  In  about  1810  the  smallpox 
ravaged  their  villages  and  swept  off  more  than  300 
of  them.  Twelve  years  later  200  more  of  them 
perished  by  the  same  disease.  In  1819  they  were 
attacked  by  a  large  band  of  Sioux  warriors,  van- 
quished and  many  of  their  best  warriors  slain,  and 
a  large  number  of  their  women  carried  into  cap- 
tivity. Ma-has-ka  was  one  of  their  most  noted 
chiefs  when  they  lived  in  Iowa 

The  last  great  battle  between  the  lowas  and 
Sacs  and  Foxes  was  fought  near  the  old  town  of 
lowavlUe,  in  about  the  year  1824.  The  lowas  had 
assembled  in  great  numbers  to  have  a  horse  race  on 
the  river  bottouL  The  Sac  and  Fox  chiefs,  Pash-e- 
pa-ho  and  young  Black  Hawk,  led  their  warriors  in 
the  battle.  They  secreted  their  warriors  in  the  dense 
forest  and  when  the  unarmed  lowas  were  in  the 
midst  of  their  exciting  sport,  their  enemies  rushed 


*'The  Switzerland  of  Iowa  "  (noriheasi). 


Th$  waterfall  of  the  Devil's  Den,  four  miles  south  of  Waukon. 
cavern  in  the  face  of  a  bluff. 


The  water  issues  from  a 


Mississippi  river  and  established  their  villages 
along  the  valley  of  the  Iowa  river,  giving  to  that 
stream  its  name.  They  were  first  '^called  by  the 
early  explorers,  the  Ayouways;  in  later  years,  the 
loways  and,  finally  the^name  was  written  lowas, 
with  accent  on  the  I.  Antoine  Le  Claire,  the  well 
known  half-breed  of  French « and  Indian  parentage, 
defines  the  meaning  of  the  word  Iowa  to  be,  ^^  this  is 
the  place. ' '  The  lowas  move4.f  rom  the  Great  Lakes 
in  about  the  year  1693  to  the  mouth  of  theRock  river, 
and  afterwards  over  to  the  Iowa.  From  there  they 
went  to  the  Des  Moines  valley  and  built  villages  in 
the  limits  of  the  counties  of  Davis,  Wapello  and 
Van  Buren.  Many  years  later  they  made  a  long 
journey  through  western  Iowa,iup  the  Missouri 
valley  into  Dakota,  extending  their  hunbing  excur- 
sions over  to  the  Little  Sioux  'and  Okoboji  >nd 
Spirit  lakes.    They  had  frequent  wars  with  the 


upon  them  with  terrific  war-whoop.  The  Iowa 
warriors  made  a  dash  for  the  village  where  their 
arms  had  been  left.  But  there  they  encountered 
young  Black  Hawk,  with  his  band,  burning  the 
village  and  slaughtering  the  people.  After  a  des- 
perate struggle  the  lowas  who  survived  the  mas- 
sacre were  compelled  to  surrender.  By  this  disas- 
ter the  power  of  the  lowas  was  broken  and  the  re- 
nown of  the  once  powerful  tribe  departed.  They 
moved  from  place  to  place  for  many  years.  In  1838 
the  lowas  sold  their  Iowa  lands  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  west  of  the  Missouri  river.  In 
1891  they  surrendered  their  tribal  organization  and 
accepted  lands  in  severalty. 

SACS  AND  FOXES. 

The  Sacs  called  themselves  Sau-kies,  signifying 
**man  with  a  red  badge."    Red  was  the  favorite 
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color  used  in  adorniDg  their  persons.  The  Indian 
name  of  the  Foxes  was  Mus-qua-kies,  signifying 
<<man  with  a  yellow  badge.''  These  two  tribes 
which  were  nearly  related,  in  early  times  oocupied 
the  country  near  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
river.  In  1680  the  Foxes  were  found  near  Green 
Bay,  and  in  1689,  Sauk  Tillages  were  found  on  the  Fox 
river.  The  two  tribes  united  while  in  that  region, 
and  together  moved  west  into  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  The  united  tribes  now  numbered 
about  three  thousand.  In  1780  they  are  found  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  lead  mines  of  Galena  and  Dubuque. 
When  Lieutenant  Pike  ascended  the  Mississippi  in 
1805,  he  found  four  Sac  villages  between  the  mouth 
of  the  Des  Moines  river  and  the  mouth  of  the  Tur- 
key river.  At  this  time  the  two  tribes  had  about 
1,100  warriors.  The  Sac  village  on  the  Rock  river 
was  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  upper  Mississippi  valley. 


500  of  his  tribe  held  the  village  and  lands  on  Hock 
river.  In  1831,  when  Black  Hawk  and  his  band 
returned  from  a  hunting  excursion,  they  found  their 
cabins  had  been  seized  and  occupied  by  white  men, 
who  claimed  their  lands.  Black  Hawk  drove  the 
intruders  off  and  restored  the  cabins  to  their  owners. 
Governor  Reynolds  called  upon  General  Gaines  to 
expel  the  Indians,  which  he  did  with  an  army  of 
1,600  soldiers,  driving  the  Indians  over  into  Iowa. 
Black  Hawk,  with  his  band,  returned  in  the  spring 
to  put  in  corn,  to  raise  a  crop  for  his  people.  Then 
began  the  Black  Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in  the 
slaughter  of  most  of  Black  Hawk's  band,  men, 
women'  and  children,  and  the  capture  of  the  old 
chief.  Keokuk,  who  had  consented  to  surrender 
their  lands  to  the  whites,  now  succeeded  Black 
Hawk  as  chief. 

On  the  2lst  of  September,  1832,  Gen.  Windeld 


Cascades  in  gorgt  at  Finnefs  Spring,  six  miles  southeast  of  Waukon. 


Black  Hawk,  in  his  autobiography,  states  that  it 
was  built  in  1731  and  was  named  Saukenuk.  This 
was  by  far  the  largest  village  of  the  Sacs  and 
in  1825  had  a  population  of  not  les  than  8,000.  In 
November,  1804,  William  H.  Harrison,  governor  of 
Indiana  Territory,  negotiated  a  treaty  with  five  Sac 
and  Fox  chiefs  in  which  they  were  induced  to  agree 
to  cede  to  the  United  States,  51,000,000  acres  of  their 
lands,  embracing  a  region  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  from  St.  Louis  to  the  Wisconsin  river. 
Black  Hawk  never  agreed  to  this  sale  and  repudi- 
ated the  treaty,  claiming  the  five  chiefs  had  no 
authority  to  thus  dispose  of  their  lands  In  1816, 
when  the  United  States  began  to  erect  a  fort  on 
Rock  Island,  Black  Hawk  protested  against  it,  but 
Keokuk,  another  chief,  gave  his  consent  and  agreed 
to  surrender  all  claim  to  the  lands  and  move  over  to 
the  west  side  of  the  river.    But  Black  Hawk  and 


Scott  and  Governor  Reynolds  negotiated  a  treaty 
with  the  Sacs,  Foxes  and  Winnebagoes  by  which 
there  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  6,000,000 
f^cres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  known  as  the  ^^  Black  Hawk  Purchase."  The 
treaty  was  made  on  the  ground  where  the  city  of 
Davenport  now  stands.  The  purchase  embraced  a 
strip  of  country  north  from  the  Missouri  state  line 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Upper  Iowa  river,  and  extend- 
ing west  of  the  Misdissippi,  an  average  width  of 
about  fifty  miles.  There  was  reserved  to  the  Sac 
and  Foxes  within  the  limits  of  the  grant,  400 square 
miles  of  land  along  the  Iowa  river,  including 
Keokuk's  village.  This  tract  was  called  *  *  Keokuk's 
Reserve,"  and  was  occupied  by  the  Indians  until 
1836,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  United  States.  The 
Sacs  and  Foxes  then  moved  to  a  reservation  on  the 
Des  Moines  river,  where  an  agency  was  established 
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for  them  on  the  site  where  Agency  City  stands. 
Here,  Keokuk,  Wapello  and  Appanoose,  chiefs  of 
the  united  tribes,  each  had  a  large  farm.  These 
farms  were  on  what  is  known  as  Keokuk  Prairie. 
Appanoose's  farm  included  a  portion  of  the  ground 
upon  which  Ottumwa  has  been  built.  In  October, 
1842,  another  treaty  was  made  with  the  Sac  and 
Pox  Indians  in  which  they  conveyed  all  of  their 


the  Pottawattamies  who  first  returned  to  the  Iowa 
river.  In  1859,  Maw-me-wah-ne-kap,  a  Pox  chief, 
with  a  number  of  his  tribe,  joined  Johnny  Green's 
band  and  all  lived  peaceably,  cultivating  some 
land,  hunting  and  fishing  for  several  years.  In 
1866  a  special  agent  was  appointed  by  the  govern- 
ment, who  paid  them  a  share  of  the  annuities  due 
their  tribe.    Two  thousand  dollars  of  this  money 


BLACK  HAWK. 
Prom  an  old  colored  lithograph  in  Mc Kennels  and  HalVs  ^* History  of  the  Indian  Tribes,^^  in  the  Historical  Department  of  Iowa. 


remaining  lands  in  Iowa  to  the  United  States.  They 
vacated  the  last  of  them  on  the  11th  of  October, 
1845,  and  moved  to  a  reservation  in  Kansas.  The 
Musquakies  of  Tama  county  are  a  remnant  of  the 
Poxes  and  Pottawattamies,  who  returned  from 
Kansas  about  the  year  1850.  They  were  so  much 
attached  to  Iowa  that  they  persisted  in  staying. 
Che-me-use,  or,  **  Johnny  Green,"  was  the  chief  of 


was  used  to  purchase  lands  in  Tama  county,  and 
additions  have  been  made  to  their  farms  from  time 
to  time  until  they  have  several  thousand  acres.  In 
1880  the  band  numbered  335  people.  Their  personal 
property  was  valued  at  $20,000.  Their  buildings 
are  poor,  resembling  in  style  those  of  the  wild 
tribes.  The  illustrations  show  their  old  chief,  Ma- 
tau-E-qua,  and  their  "wickiups." 
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THE  WINNEBAGOES. 

This  tribe  belongs  to  the  Dakota  group  and  was 
known  to  the  French  as  early  as  1669.  In  1766  they 
were  living  in  the  Rock  river  country.  These  and 
the  lowas  are  the  only  tribes  of  the  Dakota  nation 
known  to  have  migrated  to  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  Meeting  the  Algonquin  tribes  of 
Pottawattamies,  Chippeways,  Sacs,  Foxes,  Mascou- 
tines,  and  Obtawas,  they  finally  formed  an  alliance 


south,  with  whom  they  were  friendly.  Their  hunt- 
ing grounds  were  along  the  Turkey,  Wapsipinicon, 
and  Cedar  rivers.  In  October,  1846,  they  were 
induced  to  cede  their  Iowa  lands  to  the  government 
in  exchange  for  a  tract  in  Minnesota,  north  of  Itie 
St.  Peters  river,  to  which  they  soon  after  removed. 
One  of  their  most  noted  chiefs  was  Wee^o-shiek  or 
Winneshiek,  as  it  is  now  written.  In  the  Winne- 
bago war,  in  1827,  young  Winnethiek  took  an  active 
part.     He  was  captured  by  Colonel  Dodge,  but 


POWESHIEK. 
A  chief  of  the  Musquakies  and  a  friend  of  Keokuk . 


with  them  which  continued  for  more' than  150 
years.  They  joined  the  Pottawabtamies  in  the 
massacre  at  Fort  Dearborn  in  1812,  and  with  Black 
Hawk's  band  were  allies  of  the  British  during  that 
war.  They  were  also  allies  of  Black  Hawk  in  his 
war  in  1832,  and  at  its  close  were  required  to  leave 
their  lands  in  Wisconsin  and  Illinois,  and  remove 
to  Iowa,  on  what  were  called  the  neutral  lands. 
Here  they  found  themselves  between  the  hostile 
Sioux  on  the  north,  and  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  on  the 


refused  to  surrender,  and  had  to  be  forcibly  dis- 
armed. He  fought  bravely  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war  in  1832,  and  was  again  taken  prisoner  by  Gen- 
eral Dodge.  In  1845  he  became  head  chief  of  the 
Winnebagoes.  He  was  a  fine  specimen  of  the  red 
man,  both  physically  and  intellectually;  tall,  well- 
proportioned  and  of  dignified  bearing,  graceful  in 
manners  and  a  fearless  warrior.  He  never  became 
reconciled  to  the  hard  fate  of  his  race  to  be  con- 
tinually dispossessed  of  their  lands  by  the  whites. 
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and  was  their  implacable  foe  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
Waukon  -  Deoorah,  signifying  White  Snake,  was 
another  of  the  noted  Winnebago  chiefs.  He  was 
inclined  to  keep  peace  with  the  whites,  as  he 
realized  that  war  upon  a  powerful  government  was 
useless.  The  village  of  his  band  was  located  on  the 
Upper  Iowa  river,  near  the  site  of  the  town  of 
Decorah,  which  bears  his  name.  After  his  death 
the  citizens  of  that  village  gave  his  remains  a  final 
resting  place  in  the  public  square.  In  1829  the 
Winnebagoes  numbered  &,800.  In  1836  the  small- 
pox had  destroyed  one-fourth  of  their  people.  In 
1855  they  had  become  reduced  to  275.  When  the 
Winnebagoes  were  first  seen,  by  the  French,  they 
were  of  good  stature,  strong,  athletic  and  dignified, 
with  straight  black  hair,  piercing  black  eyes,  and 
superior  mental  capacity.  Bub  after  generations  of 
contact  with  the  whites  they  had  degenerated 
rapidly,  having  acquired  a  strong  appetite  for 
intoxicating  liquors.  They  were  not  a  quarrelsome 
people,  and  made  war  only  to  avenge  wrongs 
inflicted  upon  members  of  their  own  tribe. 

THE  POTTAWATTAMIES. 

This  tribe  belonged  to  the  Algonquin  race,  and 
was  first  seen  by  French  missionaries  near  the 
northern  limits  of  the  Michigan  peninsula.  They 
were  allies  of  the  French  in  the  war  with  England. 
They  moved  west  and  settled  in  Iowa.  In  1825  they 
were  parties  to  a  treaty  negotiated  by  Gov.  William 
Clark  to  settle  disputed  boundaries  among  the 
tribes  occupying  Iowa.  In  1829  they  ceded  to  the 
United  States  a  portion  of  their  lands  in  Wisconsin 
and  northern  Illinois.  In  1833  they  ceded  to  the 
United  States  all  of  the  remainder  of  their  Michi- 
gan lands  for  600,000  acres  in  southwestern  Iowa, 
and  in  1835  they  moved  to  their  new  lands.  An 
agency  was  established  in  what  is  now  Mills  county, 
at  Traders'  Point.  At  this  place  Ck)l.  Peter  Sarpy, 
a  French  trader  from  St.  Louis,  for, many  years 
carried  on  trade  with  the  Indians  of  that  region. 
Another  agency  was  established  at  Council  Bluffs. 
One  of  the  Pottawattamie  villages  was  on  the 
Nishnabatona  river  near  Lewis,  the  old  county  seat 
of  Cass  county.  Its  Indian  name  was  Mi-au-miee 
(Youn^  Miami),  after  one  of  their  chiefs,  and  here 
was  located  their  largest  burial  groimd.  On  the 
,5th  of  June,  1846,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  Pot- 
tawattamies.  by  which  they  exchanged  their  Iowa 
lands  for  a  reservation  thirty  miles  square  in  the 
limits  of  Kansas,  to  which  they  removed.  The 
French  called  these  Indians  Pouks  and  by  that 
name  they  were  designated  on  the  early  maps.  The 
word  Pottawattamie  means  ^*  makers  of  fire.  * '  Their 
relations  with  the  Ottawas  and  Chippeways  were 
very  intimate,  as  the  language  of  the  three  tribes 
was  substantially  the  same.  In  the  transactions  of 
Important  business  their  chiefs  assembled  around 
one  council  fire. 


THE  DAKOTAS. 

This  nation  occupied  the  upper  Mississippi  val- 
ley as  early  as  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Their 
wanderings  extended  northward  to  latitude  55°  in 
the  Bocky  mountains  to  the  Red  river  of  the  north, 
southward  along  the  headwaters  of  the  Minnesota 
and  east  to  the  shores  of  Green  Bay.  In  the  Hooky 
mountains  they  were  found  as  far  south  as  the  head- 
waters of  the  Arkansas,  and  down  to  the  Red  river 
of  Louisiana  and  eastward  to  the  Mississippi.  The 
Sioux  Indians  belong  to  the  great  Dakota  nation 
and  were  first  known  to  the  French  in  1640.  Dur- 
ing the  wars  between  the  French  and  some  Indian 


Ma-Tau-E-Qua,  a  chief  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes. 

tribes  the  Sioux  were  forced  southward  into  the 
limits  of  northern  Iowa,  about  the  Okoboji  and 
Spirit  lakes.  The  branch  of  the  Dakotas  known  as 
Sioux,  was  divided  into  five  bands,  called  the 
Tetons,  Yanktons,  Sisaetons,  Mendawakantons  and 
Wahpakootas.  When  Lewis  and  Clark  explored 
the  Missouri  valley  in  1804,  the  Yankton  Sioux 
occupied  the  country  along  the  Upper  Des  Moines 
and  Little  Sioux  valleys,  and  about  the  group  of 
lakes  in  northern  Iowa  and  southern  Minnesota. 
They  had  villages  along  the  shores  of  Okoboji  and 
Spirit  lakes.  Their  name  for  the  latter  was  Min- 
ne-Me-coe-he-Waukon,  or  lake  of  the  Spirits.  The 
Little  Sioux  river  was  called  by  the  Indians  Ea-ne- 
ah-wad-e-pon,  signifying  Stone  river.  It  was  so 
named  from  the  fact  that  in  the  southern  part  of 
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Cherokee  county  is  an  immense  red  granite  boulder 
projecting  above  the  surface  20  feet,  being  about 
60  feet  long  and  40  feet  wide.  It  was  called  by  the 
early  settlers  of  that  region,  Pilot  Bock.  In  1805, 
Lieutenant  Pike  estimated  the  number  of  Sioux 
Indian?  at  about  21,000.  One  of  their  most  noted 
chiefs  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  Wa-ne-ta,  of 
the  Yanktons.  He  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
a  union  of  all  the  Sioux  tribes,  and  became  the 
chief  of  the  Sioux  confederacy  after  leading  them 
successfully  in  battle  against  the  lowas  and  Chip- 
peways.  In  1830  the  Sioux  ceded  to  the  United 
States  a  strip  of  land  20  miles  north  of  the  line  of 
1825,  from  the  Des  Moines  river  to  the  Mississippi, 
receiving  in  exchange  a  tract  about  Lake  Pepin. 
In  1841  a  party  of  Sioux  surprised  a  camp  of  twenty- 
four 'Delaware  Indians,  hunting  along  the  Raccoon 
river.  The  Delawares  made  a  heroic  fight  against 
overwhelming  numbers,  killing  twentynsix  of  their 
enemies.  Their  chief,  Neo-wa-ge,  alone  killed  four 
Sioux  warriors.  But  one  of  the  number  escaped 
the  massacre  to  carry  the  tidings  to  their  friends, 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  who  were  camped  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  near  where  the  state 
house  now  stands  Pash-e-pa-ho,  the  chief,  who  was 
then  80  years  old,  mounted  his  horse,  and  selecting 
500  of  his  bravest  warriors,  started  in  pursuit  of 
the  Sioux.  Following  the  trail  for  more  than  100 
miles  from  where  the  Delawares  wore  slain,  the 
Sioux  were  overtaken.  Led  by  the  old  chief,  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes  raised  a  fierce  war  cry  and  charged 
upon  the  Sioux  camp.    The  battle  was  one  of  the 


bloodiest  ever  fought  on  Iowa  soil.  The  struggle 
was  hand  to  hand,  the  Sioux  fighting  for  life  and 
the  assailants  to  avenge  the  slaughter  of  their 
friends.  The  defeat  of  the  Sioux  was  overwhelm- 
ing; more  than  300  of  their  warriors  were  left  dead 
on  the  field  as  the  remnant  of  the  shattered  band 
fled  from  their  infuriated  foes.  The  Sacs  and  Foxes 
lost  but  seven  killed.  In  1852  a  band  of  Musquakies 
from  Tama  county  attacked  a  camp  of  Sioux  near 
Clear  Lake  and  killed  sixteen  of  them. 

A  band  of  Sioux,  under  Si-dom-i-na-do-ta,  had 
two  battles  with  the  Pottawattamiesin  northwestern 
Iowa.  One  was  fought  near  Twin  Lakes  in  Calhoun 
county,  and  the  other  on  the  South  Lizard  in 
Webster  county,  in  both  of  which  the  Sioux  were 
the  victors.  The  Sioux  were  the  fiercest  and  most 
treacherous  of  all  the  Iowa  Indians.  It  was  a  band 
of  Sioux  which  massacred  nearly  the  entire  settle- 
ment at  Okoboji  and  Spirit  lakes,  and  slaughtered 
and  drove  the  colony  from  Springfield  in  1857.  It 
was  an  uprising  of  the  Sioux  in  Minnesota  in  1862 
that  slaughtered  more  than  1,000  men,  women  and 
children. 

The  barbarities  perpetrated  in  that  horrible 
massacre  upon  defenseless  women  and  children 
have  never  been  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  Indian 
outrages. 

The  Indian  tribes  here  mentioned  are  the  prin- 
cipal ones  that  have  occupied  portions  of  Iowa  since 
it  became  known  to  the  whites.  The  only  remnant 
remaining  among  us  now  is  the  colony  of  Musqua- 
kies on  their  lands  in  Tama  county. 


Chapter  III. 


First  White  Settlers  in  lowa—Julien  IMmquef  IVSS—Ihihuque  Lead  Mines— Dubuque* s  Colony— Augusts 
Chouteau  Pwrchase— Litigation  Over  Titles— Final  Decision  in  185S— Louis  Honors  Tesson,  1799-1803— Explor- 
ing Expeditions  —Leuns  and  dark,  ISOJt—Zehulon  Pike,  1805— Johnson^  LeMoliere^  1808-1820— Fwi  Madison; 
Dr,  Samuel  Mvity  Dr,  Isaac  OalUmd— First  Form  of  OovemmerU  in  Iowa, 


In  1785  Julien  Dubuque,  a  mineralogist,  emi- 
grated to  the  province  of  Louisiana  and  settled  at 
Prairie  du  Chien.  He  soon  began  to  trade  among 
the  Fox  Indians  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, near  the  site  of  McGregor.  He  acquired 
great  infiuence  with  the  Indians  and  on  the  22d  of 
September,  1788,  he  secured  from  them  a  grant  or 
permit  to  work  the  lead  mines  on  a  large  tract  of 
land,  claimed  by  him  to  extend  seven  leagues  up 
along  the  river  and  nine  miles  back  into  the  coun- 
try. It  was  located  north  of  the  Little  Maquoketa 
to  the  Tete  des  Morts  on  the  Iowa  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.  The  Fox  chiefs  granted  him  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  working  the  lead  mioes  in 
the  limits  of  the  land  leased.  He  was  a  shrewd, 
intelligent  man,  at  this  time  about  26  years  of  age. 
He  took  with  him  ten  Canadians,  as  laborers,  and 


they  all  settled  near  the  Indian  village  of  Kettle 
Chief,  at  the  mouth  of  Catfish  creek.  Here  they 
built  cabins,  married  Indian  wives,  and  made  the 
first  white  settlement  within  the  limits  of  Iowa. 
They  cultivated  some  land,  built  a  horse  mill, 
erected  a  smelting  furnace  and  began  mining. 
Dubuque  also  became  an  extensive  trader  among 
the  Indians.  He  kept  goods  which  pleased  them 
and  which  he  exchanged  for  furs,  mineral  and 
whatever  would  bring  money.  The  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians  had  several  villages  along  the  Mississippi 
river,  on  either  side,  between  Prairie  du  Chien  and 
the  mouth  of  Rock  river,  the  largest  of  which  were 
at  Hock  Island,  Dubuque,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Tur- 
key river. 

Dubuque  was  called  by  the  Indians,  Little  Cloud, 
and  was  a  great  favorite  of  Kettle  Chief,  the  leader 
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of  the  Fox  village  and  band.  The  village  of  Kettle 
chief  Btood  about  two  miles  below  the  present  site 
of  the  city  of  Dubuque,  at  the  mouth  of  Catfish 
creek. 

Dubuque  managed  to  acquire  great  influence 
among  the  Indians, both  the  Foxes  and  Winnebagoes, 
who  lived  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  settled  many  of  their  quarrels  and  controver- 
sies. He  gradually  extended  his  trade,  buying 
such  goods  as  would  please  the  Indians,  in  his  trips 
to  St.  Louis,  which  he  exchanged  with  them  for 
labor  in  his  mines.  His  Canadian  companions  were 
overseers  of  his  mines,  smelters,  clerks  in  his  store, 
teamsters  and  woodchoppers,  while  the  hard  labor 
in  the  mines  was  performed  by  Indian  women  and 
the  old  men  of  the  tribe.  Twice  a  year,  Dubuque 
with  some  of  his  white  companions  took  trips  in 
boats,  loaded  with  ore,  furs  and  buffalo  hides,  to  St. 
Louis.  He  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  traders 
at  that  frontier  town,  and  his  arrival  with  his 
merchandise  was  always  a  notable  event  in  the 
village.  But,  for  some  reason,  he  did  not  prosper 
in  his  extensive  business  enterprises  and  as  the 
years  went  by  became  involved  in  debt. 

In  October,  1804,  Dubuque  sold  to  August  Chou- 
teau, a  wealthy  trader  of  St.  Louis,  seven* sixteenths 


Autograph  ofjulien  Dubuque. 

of  his  large  tract  of  land  including  the  mines,  with 
a  provision  that  at  his  death  all  of  the  remainder  of 
his  interest  in  the  lands  and  mines  should  go  to 
Chouteau.  In  this  deal  Dubuque  raised  a  large 
amount  of  money  to  pay  on  his  debts  and  secured 
Chouteau's  powerful  aid  in  developing  his  mines. 
Although  Dubuque  had  no  title  to  the  land  from 
the  Fox  Indians,  and  only  a  permit  to  mine  for 
lead  on  it,  obtained  from  a  council  of  chiefs  in  1788, 
yet  he  intended  to  hold  the  valuable  tract  as  his 
own.  His  influence  with  the  Indians  was  so  great 
that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  trouble  from  them  in 
appropriating  the  land  as  his  own.  With  this  view 
he  began  to  negotiate  with  Governor  Carondelet  of 
Louisiana  territory,  for  a  title  from  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment for  the  lands,  which  he  called  the  ^^  Mines 
of  Spain."  On  the  10th  of  November,  1796,  Gover- 
nor Carondelet  made  the  grant  to  Dubuque,  of  the 
land  petitioned  for.  These  mines  had  been  discov- 
ered in  1780  by  an  Indian  woman,  the  wife  of  Peosta, 
a  Fox  warrior,  and  in  the  lease  or  contract  made  by 
the  Fox  Indians  with  Dubuque  they  ''  agreed  to  sell 
to  him  all  the  coast  and  contents  of  the  lead  mines 


discovered  by  the  wife  of  Peosta,  so  that  no  white 
man  or  Indian  shall  make  any  claim  to  it  without 
the  consent  of  Sieur  Julien  Dubuque."  The  quan- 
tity of  land  sold  by  Dubuque  to  Auguste  Chouteau  in 
1804  was  72,324  arpens,  for  which  he  received  $10,- 
848.  For  twenty  years  this  first  white  colony  ever 
planted  on  Iowa  soil,  lived  in  peace  and  friendship 
with  the  Indians  and  worked  the  lead  mines.  The 
yield  of  the  mines  was  from  20,000  to  40,000  pounds 
of  lead  per  year.  But  suddenly  all  was  changed. 
Dubuque  was  taken  sick  and  died  on  the  24th  day  of 
March,  1810.  His  death  produced  great  conster- 
nation among  his  white  companions  and  his  Indian 
friends.  The  latter  treated  his  remains  with  the 
most  distinguished  honor  and  his  funeral  was  con- 
ducted with  extraordinary  pomp.  The  chiefs  and 
orators  extolled  his  virtues  with  great  eloquence. 
He  was  buried  on  a  high  bluff  overlooking  portions 
of  three  states.  The  Indians  kept  a  fire  burning  at 
his  grave  for  several  years,  day  and  night.  Chouteau 
sold  the  Dubuque  land  and  mines  to  Pierre  Chouteau, 
John  P.  Cabanni  and  William  Russell,  but  the 
Indians  refused  to  recognize  the  sale,  claiming  that 
their  grant  or  lease  to  Dubuque  expired  at  his 
death.  Soon  after  they  drove  Dubuque's  white 
companions  off  and  took  possession  of  the  property. 
Thus  came  to  an  end  the  first  white  colony  estab- 
lished on  Iowa  soil.  But  in  1832  the  Spanish  claim- 
ants took  possession  of  the  houses  and  lands,  and 
again  began  to  work  the  mines,  but  were  soon  after 
forcibly  ejected  by  United  States  troops.  The  Chou- 
teau heirs  brought  suit  to  secure  the  lands  and  for 
many  years  the  title  was  in  litigation,  after  Dubuque 
had  become  a  fiourishing  city  and  the  land  of  very 
great  value.  But  finally  in  March,  1853,  the  long- 
continued  litigation  was  ended  by  a  decision  of  the 
United  States  supreme  court,  which  held  the  Chou- 
teau claim  to  title  to  be  invalid. 

In  March,  1799,  another  attempt  was  made  to 
establish  a  settlement  within  the  limits  of  Iowa. 
On  the  30th  of  that  month  Louis  Honore  Tesson 
obtained  permission  from  the  lieutenant-governor 
of  Upper  Louisiana  to  make  a  settlement  within 
the  Sac  and  Fox  possessions.  He  selected  lands 
about  where  the  town  of  Montrose  now  stands,  in 
Lee  county.  He  erected  cabins,  cultivated  lands 
and  planted  an  orchard  in  that  vicinity.  But  in 
1803  it  was  sold  under  execution  to  Thomas  F.  Red- 
dick.  His  title  was  confirmed  by  act  of  congress 
July  1, 1836.  Bazil  Giard  had  secured  a  grant  of 
lands  in  Clayton  county,  near  where  McGregor  now 
stands,  to  the  amount  of  6,808  arpens,  from  the 
Spanish  government  and  made  some  settlement 
upon  it.  After  long  litigation  it  was  finally  pat- 
ented to  his  heirs  July  2,  1844. 

Spanish  rule  in  the  vast  territory  of  Louisiana 
was  now  nearipg  its  end.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had 
become  the  master  of  Spain  and  it  was  compelled  to 
cede  Louisiana  to  the  French  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1801.    But  soon  after.  Napoleon,  fearing  its  con- 
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quest  by  Great  BritaiD,  sold  it  to  the  United  States 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  for  $15,000,000.  The  vast 
territory  thus  acquired  by  President  Jefferson  has 
since  been  made  into  the  states  of  Louisiana, 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  North  and 
South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Colorado,  Mon- 
tana, the  Indian  territory  and  Oklahoma.  On  the 
26th  of  March  congress  passed  an  act  organizing 
the  territory  of  Orleans,  which  embraced  what 
afterwards  became  the  state  of  Louisiana.  The 
remainder  of  the  purchase  was  made  the  district  of 
Louisiana,  and  was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Indiana  territory.  This  district  embraced  Iowa.  In 
March,  1805,  Louisiana  was  organized  into  a  terri- 
tory, with  James  Wilkinson  as  governor.  The  white 
population  at  this  time  did  not  exceed  4,000,  and 
St.  Louis  was  the  capital  of  the  vast  new  territory. 


away  to  a  range  of  hills  broken  into  sharp  points 
and  deep  ravines.  They  describe  the  mouth  of  the 
Platte  river  as  six  hundred  yards  wide  and  the 
water  not  more  than  six  feet  in  depth,  and  not 
navigable  for  boats  larger  than  Indian  canoes.  On 
the  22d  of  July  the  party  camped  on  the  Iowa  shore 
ten  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  to  hold  a 
council  with  the  Indians.  They  realized  that  their 
own  safety  and  the  success  of  the  expedition 
depended  upon  the  establishment  of  friendly  rela- 
tions with  powerful  tribes  of  Indians  through  whose 
country  they  were  passing.  Here  they  met  the 
Otoe  and  Pawnee  tribes  and  established  friend- 
ship with  them.  On  the  3d  of  August  they  met 
Ayauways  (lowas),  represented  by  six  of  their 
chiefs,  and  had  a  friendly  conference,  distributing 
presents  for  the  tribe.    Captains  Lewis  and  Clark 
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EXPLORING  THE  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE. 

Soon  after  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  had  an  expedition 
organized  to  explore  the  valleys  of  the  Missouri 
river  and  some  of  its  great  tributaries.  The  com- 
mand was  given  to  Capt.  Merri wether  Lewis  and 
Capt.  William  Clark.  Several  large  boats  were 
built  and  equipped  and  manned  by  forty-three  men. 
It  started  from  St.  Louis  on  the  14th  of  May,  1804, 
and  began  to  ascend  the  Missouri  river,  of  which 
very  little  was  known.  The  river  was  high,  the 
current  swift,  and  the  progress  very  slow.  At 
night  they  camped  on  shore.  On  the  8th  of 
July  they  reached  the  Nodaway,  and  as  they  passed 
up  along  the  western  shore  of  Iowa  they  found  the 
country  open  prairie  with  wide  bottom  lands  cov- 
ered with  a  dense  mat  of  tall  grass,  stretching  miles 
3 


named  the  place  where  this  conference  was  held 
Council  Bluffs.  On  the  7  th  of  August  they  camped 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  named  by  the  French 
PeLUe  Rivere  de  Sioux  (the  Little  Sioux).  On  the 
18th  they  landed  on  the  west  shore  at  a  point  oppo- 
site the  southwest  corner  of  what  is  now  Woodbury 
county  and  held  a  council  with  a  band  of  Missouri 
Indians,  with  whom  they  established  friendly  rela- 
tions. While  camped  here  one  of  the  party.  Sear- 
gent  Charles  Floyd,  was  taken  very  sick  and  died 
the  next  day.  His  body  was  conveyed  to  a  high 
bluff  on  the  Iowa  side  and  buried.  He  was  the 
first  white  man  known  to  have  been  buried  on  Iowa 
soil.  A  river  which  the  party  passed,  emptying  into 
the  Missouri  from  the  east,  a  mile  north,  was  named 
by  them  Floyd  river,  in  memory  of  their  young  com- 
panion buried  in  the  bluff  near  by.  No  large  bodies 
of  forest  are  mentioned  until  they  reached  the  mouth 
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of  the  Big  Sioux.  It  was  on  the  2l8t  of  Aiigust 
when  the  expedition  passed  the  bluffs  where  Sioux 
City  was  to  grow  up  fifty  years  later.  And  here 
they  left  the  shores  of  Iowa  and  turned  their  course 
towards  the  great  unexplored  region  extending 
westward  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 

PIKE*S  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

The  year  after  the  departure  of  Lewis  and  Clark, 
another  expedition  was  sent  to  explore  the  upper 
Mississippi  river  region.  Its  commander  was  Zeb- 
ulon  Pike,  a  brilliant  young  officer  but  24  years  of 
age. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1805,  Lieutenant  Pike 
started  from  St.  Louis  with  twenty  men  in  a  keel 
boat  seventy-five  feet  in  length.  They  carried  pro- 
visions for  a  four  months'  voyage,  and  expected  to 
explore  the  Mississippi  river  and  valley  as  far  up 
as  they  could  sail.  By  the  20th  of  August  they  had 
reached  the  mouth  of  the  Biviere  des  Moines,  as 
Pike  writes  it  He  writes:  **  We  have  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  the  Rapids  des  Moines,  which  are  inmie- 
d lately  above  the  confluence  of  the  river  of  that 
name  with  the  Mississippi  We  were  met  here 
by  William.  Ewing,  an  agent  of  the  United  States, 
residing  in  the  Sac  village  here  to  instruct  the 
Indians  in  agriculture.'*  Lieutenant  Pike  here 
met  the  Sac  Indians  in  council  and  explained  to 
them  the  friendly  object  of  the  expedition.  Lieu- 
tenant Pike  gives  interesting  descriptious  of  the 
country  through  which  they  passed  at  the  points 
where  the  Iowa  rivers  empty  into  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  Indian  villages  they  passed  by.  He  stopped 
at  the  Dubuque  lead  mines  and  held  a  conference 
with  the  proprietor,  but  could  not  get  much  infor- 
mation from  him.  On  the  4th  of  September  Lieuten- 
ant Pike  landed  near  where  McGregor  now  stands, 
and  held  a  council  with  some  of  the  Winnebago 
Indians.  Before  leaving  this  place  Pike  selected  a 
site  for  a  military  post  three  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Wisconsin  river,  on  a  high  bluff  called 
"Pilot  Oris."  He  writes:  **On  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi  are  three  log  houses  on  a  small 
stream  called  Giard  river. '»  These  houses  were 
where  North  McGregor  now  stands.  On  the  9th  of 
September  the  expedition  reached  the  mouth  of 
Upper  Iowa  river,  which  is  near  the  northern  lim- 
its of  Iowa. 

An  agent  of  the  American  Fur  company.  Col.  J. 
W.  Johnson,  had  established  a  trading  post  at  the 
Flint  hills,  near  where  Burlington  now  stands,  in 
1808.  His  first  shipment  of  merchandise  was 
received  in  August  of  that  year  from  a  factory  at 
Bellefountain  and  was  valued  at  $14,715.  These 
goods  were  exchanged  with  the  Indians  for  furs  and 
skins.  On  the  28th  of  March,  1809,  Colonel  John- 
son reports  that  he  had  traded  for  710  beaver  skins, 
1,353  muskrat  skins,  3,585  raccoon  skins,  28,021 
pounds  of  deer  skins,  bear  and  other  skins  to  the 


value  of  $426  and  beeswax  and  tallow  valued  at  $141, 
in  all  worth  $10,477.  In  1812  the  trading  house 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  1820  Le  Moliere,  another 
French  trader,  had  established  a  trading  post  six 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  on 
the  Iowa  side  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

In  1808  Col.  Zachary  Taylor  was  sent  to  build 
some  forts  along  the  upper  Mississippi  river.  He 
built  one  on  the  Iowa  side,  about  ten  miles  above 
the  Des  Moines  rapids,  and  named  it  Fort  Madison. 
This  was  in  direct  violation  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians.  The  Indians  made  bitter  complaint  and 
some  time  after,  under  the  lead  of  Black  Hawk, 
they  made  an  attempt  to  capture  and  destroy  it. 
On  the  4th  of  June,  1812,  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
was  admitted  as  a  state  under  the  name  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  the  remainder  of  the  vast  territory,  includ- 
ing Iowa,  was  organized  into  Missouri  territory. 

After  the  death  of  Dubuque  the  first  white  man 
known  to  have  made  a  home  in  the  linuts  of  Iowa 
was  Chevalier  Marias,  a  scion  of  the  French 
nobility  and  an  adherent  of  Louis  XVI.  When  the 
French  revolution  swept  over  his  country,  and  the 
lives  of  the  nobility  were  in  danger,  Marias  fled  to 
America  and  for  twenty-two  years  was  a  wanderer 
in  the  wilds  of  the  far  west.  In  1812  he  married  the 
daughter  of  the  head  chief  of  the  Iowa  Indians, 
established  a  trading  post  at  the  mouth  of  Buck 
creek,  in  the  limits  of  Clayton  county,  and  lived 
there  many  years,  carrying  on  a  large  trade  with 
the  Indians. 

During  the  period  in  which  the  various  explora- 
tions had  been  made  along  the  rivers  bordering  on 
the  east  and  west  boundaries  of  Iowa,  this  region 
had  passed  nominally  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
various  territories.  When  Missouri  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  state,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1821, 
all  of  that  portion  of  Missouri  territory  north  of 
its  northern  boundary  was  left  without  civil  govern- 
ment until  1834. 

The  first  steamboat  that  ascended  the  Missis- 
sippi river  to  the  limits  of  Iowa  was  the  General 
Pike.  It  came  up  in  August,  1817,  and  was  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Jacob  Reed. 

In  June,  1819,  Maj.  S.  H.  Long  was  sent  with  an 
expedition  to  explore  the  valleys  of  the  river  in 
the  far  northwest.  The  trip  to  Council  Bluffs  was 
made  on  the  steamer  Western  Engineer,  which 
was  one  of  the  first  steamboat  trips  made  up  the 
Missouri.  He  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  on 
the  16th  of  September,  and  found  no  settlements  on 
the  Iowa  side  of  the  Missouri.  Indian  and  fur 
traders  had  often  traveled  over  portions  of  western 
Iowa,  but  had  established  no  settlements  up  to  this 
time. 

Peter  A.  Sarpiy,  a  French  trader,  was  for  a  long 
time  engaged  in  trade  with  the  Indians  at  a  place 
called  Traders'  Point,  on  the  Iowa  side  of  the  Mis- 
souri river,  near  the  south  line  of  Pottawattamie 
county,  as  early  as  1824.   Mr.  Hart,  another  French 
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trader,  in  1824  explored  the  western  rivers  and 
established  a  trading  post  within  the  present  limits 
of  Council  Bluffs.  Quite  a  settlement  of  trappers 
and  traders  gftl^l^ered  in  the  vicinity.  Francis 
Guttar,  a  French  trader,  built  a  cabin  there  in  1827, 


crossed  the  river  and  built  a  cabin  where  Keokuk 
now  stands.  He  had  married  a  beautiful  girl  of  the 
Sac  Indian  tribe,  and  their  home  was  on  the  Iowa 
farm  where  this  cabin  stood.  Some  years  later  an 
order  was  issued  by  the  war  department  command- 


J^l^crt  oT^t^,  .^C€€€l&On,  MOS. 


J. 
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and  for  a  long  time  carried  on  a  profitable  trade 
with  the  white  and  Indian  trappers  and  hunters. 
In  1820  Dr.  Samuel  C.  Muir,  a  surgeon  in  the 
United  States  service,  was  stationed  with  a  com- 
mand at  Fort  Edward  (now   Warsaw,  111.).    He 


ing  officers  of  the  army  to  abandon  their  Indian 
wives  at  the  various  posts  on  the  frontier.  Dr.  Mulr, 
who  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
Edinburgh  university,  refused  to  desert  his  wife, 
and  resigned  his  commission.   He  made  a  beautiful 
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but  modest  home  on  his  Iowa  farm  and  was  devotedly 
attached  to  his  wife  and  children.  In  1832  he  was 
stricken  with  the  cholera  and  died  suddenly,  leav- 
ing his  widow  with  five  children.  Unscrupulous 
parties  trumped  up  claims  against  the  dead  sur- 
geon, and  after  long  and  expensive  litigation  dis- 
possessed his  family  of  their  home  and  they  were 
turned  out  entirely  destitute. 

In  1821  Isaac  R.  Campbell  explored  the  southern 
portion  of  the  territory  embraced  in  Iowa,  and 
afterwards  settled  near  the  foot  of  the  Des  Moines 
rapids  in  Lee  county,  where  he  opened  a  farm  and 
kept  a  public  house.    In  writing  his  recollections 


building  and  the  orchard  he  had  planted  were  all 
that  remained  of  his  settlement.  In  1828  Moses 
Stillwell  with  his  family  came  to  Puch-e-shu-tuck, 
a  name  given  by  the  Indians  to  the  point  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  where  Dr.  Muir  had  made  his 
home.  In  the  spring  of  1829,  Dr.  Isaac  Galland*  came 
with  his  family  and  settled  on  the  west  shore  of  the 
Mississippi,  opposite  the  upper  chain  of  rocks  in 
the  lower  rapids,  where  Nashville  has  since  been 
built.  This  place  was  called  by  the  Indians, 
Ah-wip-e-tuck.  Dr.  Galland  labored  long  and  hard 
to  found  a  city  here,  but  his  reward  never  came; 
the  city   was  built  at   Puch-e-shu-tuck   and    was 


First  schoolhouse  in  I<ywa, 


of  that  part  of  Iowa  at  that  early  day,  he  says: 
**  The  only  indications  of  a  white  settlement  at  the 
time  of  my  first  visit  at  the  rapids  was  a  cabin  built 
by  Dr.  Samuel  C.  Muir,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
city  of  Keokuk.  The  next  cabin  built  by  a  white 
man  in  that  vicinity  was  about  six  miles  above, 
where  a  French  trader,  Lie  Moliere,  had  established 
a  post.  Another  Frenchman,  M.  Blonden,  had  a 
cabin  a  mile  farther  up  the  river.  At  the  head  of 
the  rapids  the  Indian  chief  Wapello,  with  a  band 
of  his  tribe,  had  a  village.  This  was  near  where 
Louis  Honore  Tesson,  a  French  trader,  had  estab- 
lished a  post  and  secured  a  grant  of  land  in  1799 
from  the  governor  of  Louisiana.    The  ruins  of  his 


named  after  the  old  Sac  chief,  Keokuk.  But  the 
point  is  notable  in  Iowa  history  as  the  birth  place 
of  the  first  white  child  in  the  limits  of  Iowa.  Elenor 
Galland,  the  doctor's  daughter,  was  born  here  in 
1830.  The  first  school  in  Iowa  was  one  established 
at  this  place  by  Berry  man  Jennings  in  1830.  As  we 
passed  up  the  river  we  saw  the  ruins  of  old  Fort 
Madison,  about  10  miles  above  the  rapids  near  a 
sand  bluff,  which  rose  up  nearly  perpendicular  from 
the  waters'  edge.  On  the  second  day  after  our  keel 
boat  reached  Shoe-o-con,  or  Flint  Hills,  an  Indian 
village  of  the  Foxes  stood  at  the  mouth  of  Flint 
creek.  Its  chief  was  Ti-me-a.  In  1825 1  took  a  trip 
*  Father  of  Washington  Galland.    See  biography. 
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with  an  ox  team  and  an  Indian  guide  up  the  river. 
We  passed  Wapello's  village  and  crossed  the  Des 
Moines  river  on  a  raft.  We  ascended  the  high 
lands,  Grave  Yard  Bluff  (now  Buena  Vista).  We 
followed  the  divide,  passing  a  lone  tree  standing  on 
the  bluff,  which  was  a  land  mark  for  the  Indians. 
In  the  fall  of  1825, 1  settled  at  Quash-qua-me  vil- 
lage, where  my  father-in  law,  Capt.  James  White, 
had  purchased  the  old  trading  house  and  a  tract  of 
land  adjacent,  which  was  an  old  Spanish  grant 
made  to  Monsieur  Julien,  on  which  he  lived  in  1806. 
Captain  White  made  his  first  trip  to  this  point  in 
the  steamer  Mandan,  which  was  the  first  that  came 
to  the  foot  of  the  rapids." 

In  1830  a  trading  post  was  established  on 
the  Iowa  river,  in  the  limits  of  Johnson  county. 
John  Gilbert  was  the  agent  in  charge  and  was, 
probably,  the  first  white  man  to  make  a  home  in 
that  part  of  the  state.  The  post  was  near  Powe- 
shiek's Indian  village.  Goods  were  brought  up  the 
river  in  keel  boats,  from  St.  Louis,  and  exchanged 
for  furs  and  skins  of  wild  animals,  with  the  Indians 
and  white  hunters  and  trappers.  In  1831  Col. 
George  Davenport  explored  the  Cedar  river  in  a 
canoe  above  the  mouth  of  Rock  creek,  where  he 
established  a  trading  post  and  carried  on  a  profit- 
able trade  with  the  Indians  up  to  1835. 

In  1831  Mr.  Campbell  moved  down  to  Puch-e- 
shu-tuck.  Here  the  Americah  Fur  company  had 
erected,  on  the  river  bank,  a  row  of  hewed  log 
buildings  for  their  traffic  with  the  Indians,  and  the 
collection  and  storing  of  furs  and  skins  and  the 
goods  used  in  their  purchase.  Several  white  men 
had  settled  here  and  married  Indian  wives.  The 
place  was  known  by  them  as  **  Farmers'  Trading 
Post. "  In  1834  a  meeting  of  half-breeds  was  held  at 
this  place  to  prepare  a  petition  to  congress  praying 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  them  to  sell 
their  lands  known  as  the  half-breed  reservation. 
There  were  nine  families  living  in  that  vicinity  and 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  these  citi- 
zens held  a  conference,  at  John  Gaines'  saloon,  to 
consider  the  plan  of  building  a  city  at  that  place. 
After  the  project  had  been  agreed  to  and  the  plans 
fixed  up,  John  Gaines  proposed  that  the  city  of  the 
future  should  be  named  Keokuk,  which  was  finally 
agreed  to.  Although  no  title  could  yet  be  acquired 
to  land  in  the  limits  of  the  future  state  of  Iowa  at 
this  time,  still  pioneers  kept  going  over  and  obtain- 
ing permission  of  the  Indians  to  stay  among  them. 
In  June,  1829,  James  Langworthy,  a  young  man 
from  Vermont,  who  had  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  Galena  lead  mines,  crossed  over  the  Mississippi 
river  to  try  to  get  an  interest  in  the  old  Dubuque 


mines.  Securing  Indian  guides,  he  explored  the 
country  from  the  mouth  of  the  Maquoketa  to  the 
Turkey  river,  in  search  of  the  old  lead  mines 
formerly  worked.  He  managed  to  secure  the  per- 
mission of  the  Indians  to  work  the  old  mines.  The 
next  year,  with  his  brother  Lucius  H.  Langworthy, 
and  a  company  of  miners,  he  moved  over  the  river 
and  began  work.  A  village  of  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians  still  stood  at  the  mouth  of  Catfish  creek, 
where  Dubuque  and  his  men  had  formerly  lived, 
but  was  now  nearly  depopulated.  Its  former  occu- 
pants had  been  killed  by  the  hostile  Sioux  several 
years  before.  There  were  about  seventy  cabins 
unoccupied  when  the  whites  from  the  Galena  settle- 
ment began  to  cross  over  and  take  possession  of  the 
abandoned  *^  Mines  of  Spain."  Some  of  the  reck- 
less miners  thought  to  intimidate  the  Indians  by 
burning  these  cabins,  so  that  no  Indians  could 
occupy  them  again  They  held  a  public  meeting 
and  elected  a  so-called  legislature,  consisting  of 
James  L.  Langworthy,  H.  F.  Lander,  James 
McPheters,  Samuel  Scales,  and  E.  M.  Wren,  who 
were  instructed  to  prepare  a  code  of  laws  for  the 
settlement.  These  pioneer  law-makers  gathered 
about  an  old  cottonwood  log  for  a  table  and  elected 
Jir.  Langworthy  clerk  to  keep  their  records.  The 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  code  adopted:  **  Having 
been  chosen  to  draft  laws  by  which  we,  as  miners, 
will  be  governed,  and  having  duly  considered  the 
subject,  we  unanimously  agree  that  we  will  be 
governed  by  the  regulations  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  with  the  following  excep- 
tions: 

Article  I.  That  each  and  every  man  shall 
hold  200  yards  square  of  ground  by  working  said 
ground  one  day  in  six. 

Art.  II.  We  further  agree  that  there  shall  be 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  miners  present  a  person 
who  shall  hold  this  article,  and  who  shall 
grant  letters  of  arbitration  on  application 
having  been  made,  and  said  letters  of  arbitration 
shall  be  obligatory  on  the  party  so  applying. 

The  regulations  referred  to  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river  were  the  laws  established  by  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  United  States  lead  mines  at  Fever  river 
(Galena). 

Under  their  code,  the  settlers  proceeded  to  elect 
Dr.  Jerote  their  first  governor,  and  it  is  known  that 
their  laws  were  as  rigidly  enforced  as  have  been 
more  formal  acts  of  later  years.  This  first  govern- 
ment ever  established  on  the  soil  of  Iowa,  was 
respected  by  all,  and  preserved  order,  protected 
property  and  life  in  the  absence  of  any  legal  form 
of  government. 
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Chapter  IV. 


Iowa  in  Early  Times— Settlers  Driven  out  by  the  Military  AtUhorities— Indian  Treaties  - 
Purchase— Fovmding  of  Dubiique—The  Flint  HillSy  or  Burlington— Fort  Madison, 


■  The  Black  Hawk 


At  this  time  there  were  probably  not  more  than 
100  white  people  within  the  limits  of  the  future 
great  state  of  Iowa.  But  for  many  years  the  fame 
of  its  beautiful  valleys,  groves,  rivers,  and  vast, 
fertile  prairies  had  reached  the  eastern  states  and 
territories. 

It  was  known  to  be  reserved  from  settlement 
and  in  sole  possession  of  the  Indians,  and  was  their 
ideal  home  and  hunting  ground.  Thousands  of 
people  were  waiting  impatiently  for  the  removal 
of  the  red  men  from  such  a  fair  land.  When  the  time 
came  for  the  Indians  to  go  farther  west,  the  white-top 
emigrant  wagons  turned  their  course  towards  the 
land  of  promise.  The  home-seekers  swarmed  over 
the  ferries,  explored  the  prairies,  groves  and  val- 
leys for  choice  locations.  Minerals,  water  powers, 
good  timber  and  town  sites  were  eagerly  sought 
for.  Who,  of  early  times,  can  ever  forget  the 
visions  of  beauty  spread  out  before  the  eye  as  Iowa 
in  its  virgin  wildness  was  first  seen  in  spring- 
time by  the  emigrants  in  search  of  homes?  How 
we  gazed  with  rapture  from  the  summit  of  the 
river  bluffs  out  over  the  vast,  green  prairie  land- 
scape. The  great,  rolling  meadows  of  upland  and 
valley  seemed  to  have  been  cleared  of  forests, 
stumps  and  stones,  by  some  former  generation,  and 
to  lie  waiting  for  us  to  come  and  choose  a  beautiful 
farm  ready  for  the  plow  and  scythe;  not  an  obstruc- 
tion In  the  way  of  Immediate  cultivation;  not  a  road, 
or  bridge,  or  house,  or  barn,  or  a  human  being  In 
sight  In  any  direction.  Winding  along  through 
the  vast  plains  were  long,  varying  lines  of  trees, 
marking  the  meanderlngs  of  a  beautiful  creek  or 
river  In  the  far  distance.  The  delicious  breeze  that 
never  ceases  wafts  to  the  senses  the  pure  perfume 
of  grass,  flowers  and  trees. 

But  the  autumn  scene  was  far  different.  The 
frosts  had  withered  the  grass  and  all  is  changed  to 
sombre  brown.  The  air  Is  clear,  pure,  frosty  and 
Invigorating.  As  night  comes  on  a  bright  glow  of 
red  lights  up  the  distant  horizon,  from  which  dense 
smoke  ascends.  Higher  and  higher  the  fiery  glow 
shoots  upward  and  volumes  of  black  smoke  slowly 
rise  up  In  darkening  clouds.  A  long,  varying  line 
of  circling  fire  spreads  out  for  a  great  distance,  and 
the  steady  roar  of  advancing  fiames  Is  heard. 
Higher  and  higher  the  fiery  forks  shoot  upward, 
and  rolling  above  them  dense  black  volumes  of 
smoke  as  the  heavy  winds  fan  the  awful  and  swiftly 
advancing  lines  of  fire  Into  a  fiercer  glow.    On,  on. 


It  comes  with  the  mighty  roar  of  a  tornado,  the 
fearful  heat  scorches  the  very  air.  Death  follows 
In  Its  terrible  march,  and  no  living  thing  in  its 
path  can  survive  Its  scorching,  shriveling  breath. 
Houses,  barns,  stacks,  and  wild  animals  melt  down 
before  its  resistless  march.  As  it  sweeps  by  like  a 
race  horse  and  recedes  in  the  distance  the  whole 
plain  over  which  It  swept  Is  one  black,  barren 
waste,  a  picture  of  desolation. 

When  winter  came  upon  the  sparsely  scattered 
settlements  of  the  early  pioneers  there  was  often 
suffering  and  danger.  There  were  no  fenced  roads, 
no  comfortable  barns  for  domestic  animals,  few  and 
very  far  between  were  the  towns.  The  settler  who 
had  to  venture  out  on  the  great,  bleak,  trackless 
prairie  on  a  journey  to  a  distant  mill  or  market, 
encountered  perils  of  no  trlfilng  degree.  The 
terrible  blizzards  which  sometimes  came  In  those 
days  often  found  some  traveler  far  from  home  or 
friendly  shelter.  The  snow  soon  hid  every  sign  of 
a  road  or  path,  and  as  the  wind  came  down  from 
the  northwest  hundreds  of  miles  with  nothing  to 
check  Its  fury,  the  fine,  ley  particles  of  snow  drove 
Into  face  of  man  and  team  with  a  pitiless  force  that 
was  hard  to  endure.  Many  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
were  caught  out  on  the  great  prairies  from  time  to 
time  In  these  terrible  storms,  far  from  help  or 
shelter,  and  perished.  These  scenes  of  beauty, 
grandeur,  desolation  and  death,  so  common  to  the 
early  settlers  In  Iowa,  have  passed  away  with  the 
buffalo,  elk,  deer  and  Indians,  which  everywhere 
disappear  before  advancing  civilization.  They 
linger  only  In  story  and  memory  of  the  pioneer 
times  on  the  great  wild  prairies,  and  In  the  genera- 
tions to  come  win  only  be  preserved  In  tradition. 
But  no  sketch  of  early  times  In  Iowa  would  convey  a 
true  picture  of  pioneer  life  from  which  these  scenes 
were  omitted. 

Before  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  In  any 
portion  of  Iowa,  as  we  have  seen, people  began  to  cross 
the  river  and  settle  among  the  Indians.  This  was 
in  direct  violation  of  our  treaty  obligations,  and 
the  government  was  called  upon  to  expel  them. 
Col.  Zachary  Taylor,  commanding  the  military 
post  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  sent  Lieutenant  Aber- 
cromble  with  a  company  of  soldiers  over  to  drive 
the  settlers  at  the  Dubuque  mines  back  to  the  east 
side  of  the  river.  A  detachment  was  left  at  the 
mines  to  protect  the  Indians  In  possession  of  their 
lands  and  mines.     Down  at  the  Flint  Hills,  Samuel 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY   OP    IOWA. 


31 


S.  White  and  other  squatters  who  had  entered  upon 
the  Indian  lands  and  built  cabins,  were  driven  out 
and  their  cabins  burned  by  the  military  company 
sent  there. 

At  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  war  a  treaty  was 
made  with  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  on  the  Iowa 
side,  opposite  Bock  Island.  General  Scott,  com- 
manding Fort  Armstrong,  and  Governor  Reynolds, 
of  Illinois,  were  the  commissioners  for  the  United 
States,  while  Keokuk,  Pashapaho  and  thirty  minor 
chiefs  and  warriors  represented  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians.  Under  the  pressure  of  military  power  and 
recent  defeat,  the  Indians  were  compelled  to  cede 


treaty  was  ratified  on  the  13th  of  February,  1833, 
and  on  the  first  of  June  following,  the  Indians  sur- 
rendered possession  and  removed  to  their  new 
reservation.  The  new  territory  thus  opened  for 
settlement  had  not  yet  been  named  Iowa,  but  was 
called  the  **  Black  Hawk  Purchase,"  although 
Black  Hawk  had  no  voice  in  the  treaty  by  which 
his  people  were  dispossessed  of  their  lands.  When 
the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the** Mines  of 
Spain,"  in  June,  1833,  the  Langworthy  brothers 
crossed  the  river  again  and  took  possession  of  their 
claims  and  resumed  work  in  the  mines.  Settlers 
flocked  in  and  a  frontier  village  began  to  grow  up. 


The  troops  under  Gen,  Smith  landed  on  Rock  Island  in  May^  iStb^  and  established  a  fort  which  they  named  after  the 

Secretary  of  War— Fort  Armstrong, 


to  the  United  States  a  large  section  of  country  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  50  miles  wide,  and  extend- 
ing from  the  north  line  of  Missouri  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Upper  Iowa  river.  The  United  States  agreed  to 
pay  for  this  tract  $20,000  annually  to  the  Indians, 
and  $50,000  to  Davenport  and  Farnam,  a  claim  they 
had  against  the  Indians.  Six  thousand  bushels  of 
corn,  fifty  barrels  of  flour,  thirty  barrels  of  pork, 
thirty-five  beef  cattle  and  twelve  bushels  of  salt 
were  also  appropriated  for  the  support  of  Indian 
women  and  children  whose  husbands  and  fathers 
had  been  killed  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  just  ended. 
It  was  estimated  that  this  magnificent  tract  of  land 
cost  the  United  States  nine  cents  an  acre.    This 


A  school  was  opened  early  in  the  fall  in  a  log  house 
built  by  James  L.  Langworthy  and  other  settlers. 
George  Cabbage  was  the  teacher  and  his  school 
term  extended  through  the  winter  of  1833-4  with 
an  average  attendance  of  about  thirty-five  pupils. 
All  obstructions  to  settlement-  now  being  removed 
before  the  close  of  the  year,  there  was  a  population 
of  500  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mines.  A  pioneer 
among  these  early  inhabitants  of  this  first  Iowa 
village  gives  the  following  picture  of  the  frontier 
town  the  previous  year: 

*'  The  valley  resounded  to  the  woodman's  axe;  the 
sturdy  oaks  fell  before  them  on  every  side.  The 
branches  were  used  for  fuel,  and  of  the  trunks  were 
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built  rude  log  cabins  without  doors  or  windows. 
Three  openings  served  for  the  entrance  of  light  and 
the  settlers,  and  the  egress  of  smoke.  The  winter 
of  that  year  shut  us  in  from  all  communication  with 
the  outside  world,  with  a  short  supply  of  provisions, 
and  not  a  woman  in  the  entire  settlement.  There 
was  plenty  of  whisky,  and  the  demon  intemperance 
stalked  everywhere  during  the  long  winter  even- 
ings and  the  short  bleak  days.  The  cholera 
claimed  many  victims,  and  the  sick  lay  down  and 
died  with  no  gentle  hand  to  nurse  them,  no  medical 
aid  to  relieve,  and  no  kindred  or  friends  to  mourn 
their  untimely  fate.  We  had  no  mails,  no  govern- 
ment, and  were  subject  to  no  restraints  of  law  or 
society.  Drinking  and  gambling  were  universal 
amusements,  and  criminals  were  only  amenable  to 
the  penalties  inflicted  by  Judge  Lynch,  from  whose 
summary  decrees  there  was  no  appeal.  In  the 
spring  of  1834,  a  transient  steamer  came  up  from 
St.  Louis,  bringing  provisions,  goods,  groceries 
and  newspapers.  A  few  women  came,  also,  to  join 
their  husbands,  and  from  that  time  on  we  began  to 
exhibit  some  elements  of  civilization. "  It  is  related 
by  Eliphalet  Price  that  the  first  American  flag 
raised  by  a  citizen  of  Iowa  was  made  by  a  slave 
woman  and  run  up  in  Dubuque  by  Nicholas  Carroll, 
immediately  after  12  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th  of  July,  1834.  The  same  authority  says  the  first 
church  in  Iowa  was  built  in  Dubuque  in  the  fall  of 
1834.  It  was  a  log  structure,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  a 
devout  Methodist  raised  the  money  by  subscription 
among  the  citizens,  and  the  church  was  used  by 
preachers  of  various  denominations  for  several  years. 
The  first  Catholic  church  in  Iowa  was  built  of  stone, 
in  Dubuque  in  1835,  through  the  efforts  of  a  French 
priest.  Father  Mazzuchelli.  The  first  settler  to 
cross  the  Mississippi  and  open  a  farm  in  the  vicinity 
of  Rock  Island,  was  Capt.  Benjamin  W.  Clark, 
a  native  of  Virginia.  He  had  emigrated  to  western 
Illinois  before  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  in  1833, 
when  the  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi  were  opened 
for  settlement.  Captain  Clark  took  a  claim  and 
began  to  cultivate  it.  He  soon  discovered  coal  and 
opened  some  mines;  he  planted  an  orchard  and 
established  a  ferry  across  the  river,  the  first  between 
Burlington  and  Dubuque.  In  1835  he  built  a  large 
public  house  and  the  next  year  laid  out  the  town  of 
Buffalo  and  built  a  sawmill  near  the  mouth  of  Duck 
creek.  His  son,  David  H.  Clark,  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  that  portion  of  the  Black  Hawk 
purchase  lying  between  Dubuque  and  Burlington, 
on  the  21st  day  of  April,  1834.  For  several  years 
Buffalo  did  a  flourishing  business,  and  had  a  fair 
prospect  of  becoming  an  important  city  in  the 
future.  But  two  rivals  soon  sprung  up  in  Rocking- 
ham and  Davenport,  and  the  latter  was  destined 
to  become  the  large  city  of  that  region.  Rocking- 
ham was  laid  out  in  1836,  by  A.  H.  Davenport, 
Col.  John  Sullivan  and  H.  W.  Higgins.  It  was 
several  miles  up  the  river  from  Buffalo  and  opposite 


the  mouth  of  Rock  river.  The  original  claim  upon 
which  Davenport  was  first  laid  out  was  made  by  R. 
H.  Spencer  and  A.  H.  McCloud  Soon  after  Antoine 
Le  Claire  purchased  it  for  $100.  In  1835  it  became 
the  property  of  eight  persons,  who  proceeded  to 
lay  out  a  town  named  in  honor  of  Col.  George 
Davenport.  A  long  and  bitter  contest  arose  between 
the  rival  towns  of  Rockingham  and  Davenport,  and 
finally  the  latter  won  the  county  seat,  which  proved 
a  death  blow  to  Rockingham,  which  eventually 
disappeared  from  the  map  of  Iowa  as  a  town. 

In  1829  the  American  Fur  company  had  a  trad- 
ing post  where  Burlington  now  stands,  at  which 


BERh'YMAN  JENXINGS, 
Who  taught  the  first  school  established  in  Iowa. 

traffic  in  skins  and  furs  was  carried  on  by  the 
Indians.  They  had  log  buildings  erected  for  the 
accommodation  of  their  agent,  his  men  and  goods. 
In  the  summer  of  that  year  Simpson  S.  White  and 
Amzi  Doolittle  were  employed  by  the  company  to 
build  additions  to  their  buildings.  While  thus 
employed  they  prospected  around  that  region  and 
determined  to  take  claims  as  soon  as  settlements 
could  be  made  in  the  Indian  country.  There  was 
no  prospect  then  that  the  Indians  would  sell  their 
lands  soon,  but  these  men  determined  to  pick  out 
their  claims  and  occupy  them  when  they  could. 
The  land  they  selected  was  where  the  river  front  of 
Burlington  now  stands.    It  began  at  a  ravine  near 
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the  upper  end  of  the  bottom  lands  and  extended 
down  the  river  banks  about  a  mile.  A  treaty  was 
made  with  the  Indians  September  21,  1832,  by 
which  the  eastern  portion  of  Iowa  was  acquired,  to 
take  effect  June  1,  1833.  As  soon  as  the  pioneers 
heard  of  this  treaty,  Simpson  S.  White,  Amzl  Doo- 
little  and  Morton  H.  McCarven  crossed  over  the 
river  and  took  possession  of  the  claims  they  had 
staked  out  three  years  before.  They  proceeded  at 
once  to  build  a  cabin  on  Mr.  White's  claim  and 
employed  men  on  the  east  shore  to  build  a  flat- 
boat  to  be  used  in  establish ingf  a  ferry  across 
the  river.  They  had  no  doubt  that  a  city  would 
spring  up  there.  They  procured  a  license  from  the 
authorities  of  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  to  establish 
a  ferry.  In  February,  1833,  Mr.  White  moved  his 
family  over  the  river  into  his  rude  cabin,  and  his 
was  the  first  white  family  that  lived  on  the  ground 
where  Burlington  of  the  future  was  to  grow  up. 
But  as  the  time  had  not  yet  expired  in  which  the 
Indians  had  a  right  to  hold  the  land,  complaint  was 
made,  and  the  commander  of  the  fort  at  Rock 
Island  sent  Lieut.  Jefferson  Davis  with  fifteen 
soldiers,  who  drove  the  settlers  off  across  the  river. 
Several  settlers  had  come  over  and  made  claims  in 


the  vicinity  and  all  were  driven  off  and  their  cabins 
and  fences  burned  by  the  soldiers.  But  they  were 
determined  to  return  as  soon  as  the  Indians  left  the 
country.  In  the  summer  of  1833,  Morton  H.  McCar- 
ven and  Simpson  S.  White  crossed  the  river  with 
their  families  and  occupied  their  claims  where  Bur- 
lington now  stands.  In  the  fall  .they  established  a 
ferry  across  the  river  to  enable  emigrants  to  come 
over.  They  were  the  first  settlers  of  Burlington. 
That  fall  W.  R.  Ross  brought  a  stock  of  goods  over 
and  opened  a  store  in  th»  place.  In  November, 
1833,  the  original  town  was  laid  out  and  platted  by 
Benjamin  Tucker  and  W.  R.  Ross  for  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  ground.  John  Gray,  a  friend  of  the  propri- 
etors and  a  Vermonter,  suggested  that  they  name  the 
town  after  Burlington,  in  Vermont,  and  it  was  done. 
Next  to  Dubuque,  Fort  Madison  was  one  of  the 
first  places  in  the  limits  of  Iowa  occupied  by  the 
whites.  The  fort  buildings  were  desttroyed  by  fire 
in  1813.  In  1832  Zachariah  Hawkins,  Berryman 
Jennings  and  several  other  young  men  crossed  the 
river  and  made  claims  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old 
fort.  Their  claims  were  purchased  the  next  year 
by  John  H.  and  Nathaniel  Knapp,  who  proceeded 
in  1835,  to  lay  off  a  town  plat. 


Chapter  V. 


Boone*  8  Exploring  Party— Iowa  District— Iowa  Named— Half -breed  Lands— Wisconsin  Territory— First 
Iowa  Newspaper i  1836— Iowa  Territory  Organized— First  Governor  and  Legislature— Cajiital  Located— Iowa 
City  in  1839— Governor  Chambers, 


In  1834  there  was  stationed  at  old  Fort  Des 
Moines  (now  Montrose),  a  military  post  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  three  companies  of 
the  First  United  States  dragoons,  under  Lieut.-Col. 
Stephen  W.  Kearney.  As  but  little  was  known  of 
the  country  in  the  interior  it  was  decided  to  send  a 
party  to  explore  in  the  direction  of  the  valley  of 
the  Des  Moines  river.  Capt.  Nathan  Boone,  a  son 
of  the  famous  Daniel  Boone  of  Kentucky,  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  party  sent  out.  They 
were  well  mounted,  and  on  the  6th  day  of  June, 
1835,  they  started  out,  following  a  dividing  ridge 
between  the  Skunk  and  Des  Moines  rivers.  Their 
route  took  them  through  the  counties  of  Lee,  Henry, 
Jefferson,  Keokuk,  Mahaska,  Jasper,  Polk,  Boone 
and  Hamilton.  For  a  week  they  rode  over  the  beau- 
tiful wild  prairie  country,  finally  striking  the  Des 
Moines  valley  in  what  is  now  Boone  county.  Fol- 
lowing up  the  valley,  on  the  22d  day  of  June  they 
came  to  a  river  fiowing  from  the  northeast  into  the 
Des  Moines.  It  was  named  Boone  river,  after  the 
commander  of  the  expedition.  They  followed  the 
divide  between  the  Boone  and  Iowa  rivers  for  some 
distance.  They  found  a  beautiful  prairie  country, 
quite  level,  with  occasionally  a  grove  of  timber. 


They  spent  nearly  two  months  traveling  over  what 
was  afterwards  the  counties  o(  Humboldt,  Wright, 
Hancock,  Cerro  Gordo,  Worth,  Franklin  and  Har- 
din. Up  to  the  last  of  July  they  had  seen  very  few 
Indians.  On  the  30th  they  were  in  camp  on  the 
east  fork  of  the  Des  Moines  river.  They  were  sud- 
denly attacked  by  a  large  party  of  Sioux  warriors. 
They  were  in  the  heart  of  the  Sioux  country,  and 
that  fierce  tribe  determined  to  resist  their  march 
through  their  possessions.  Captain  Boone  made  a 
successful  defense  until  darkness  put  an  end  to  the 
battle.  Knowing  that  his  little  command  was  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  reinforcements.  Captain  Boone 
ordered  a  retreat,  and  during  the  night  placed 
many  miles  between  his  company  and  the  enemy. 
By  the  8th  of  August  they  reached  the  Raccoon 
river  where  it  enters  the  Des  Moines,  and  estab- 
lished a  camp  on  the  ground  where  the  city  of  Des 
Moines  now  stands.  From  here  they  explored 
northwest  and  southwest.  They  followed  the  Des 
Moines  valley  down  to  where  Ottumwa  stands, 
where  they  found  an  Indian  village  under  the  chief, 
Appanoose,  having  a  population  of  about  350.  The 
Indians  here  had  large  cornfields  under  cultiva- 
tion. 
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One  of  the  officers  of  Boone's  oommand  was 
Lieut.  Albert  M.  Lea,  who  was  a  civil  engineer  and 
an  accomplished  draughtsman.  He  made  a  map  of 
the  country  they  had  explored.  He  also  wrote  a 
lengthy  description  of  the  country  examined,  and, 
in  1836  published  a  book  entitled  ''Notes  on  Wis- 
consin Territory,  the  Iowa  district."  This  was  the 
first  publication  ever  made,  descriptive  of  the  Iowa 
country.  And  Albert  M.  Lea  thus  gave  the  name 
to  the  region  which  became  the  state  of  Iowa.  We 
make  the  following  extract  from  the  closing  sen- 
tence of  the  little  volume:  ''Taking  this  district 
all  in  all,  for  convenience  of  navigation,  water,  fuel 
and  timber,  richness  of  soil,  beauty  of  landscape, 
and  climate,  it  surpasses  any  portion  of  the  United 
States  with  which  I  am  acquainted." 

The  town  of  Iowa,  on  the  Mississippi  river  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Pine,  was  regarded  at  this  time  by 
Lieutenant  Hea  "  as  the  most  promising  city  of  the 
future  state,  and  likely  to  become  its  capital."  It 
was  about  ten  miles  up  the  river  from  Muscatine, 
at  the  mouth  of  Pine  creek.  In  1834,  Benjamin 
Nye  and  a  Mr.  Farnam  had  established  a  trading 
post  at  that  place  on  "  Grindstone  Bluff, "  where  for 
several  years  a  large  trade  was  carried  on  with  the 
Indians.  But  the  prospective  capital  of  Iowa  is 
now  a  farm. 

In  a  convention  which  met  at  Burlington  soon 
after  the  publication  of  Albert  M.  Lea's  little  book, 
to  urge  a  division  of  Wisconsin  territory,  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Mississippi  river  was  called  the 
Iowa  District.  The  name  of  the  Dubuque  Visitor 
was  soon  after  changed  to  the  Iowa  News.  In  the 
summer  of  1837,  James  Clark,  of  Burlington,  gave 
his  paper  the  name  Iowa  Territorial  Gazette.  Wil- 
liam L.  Tool,  who  was  a  delegate  to  the  Burlington 
convention  above  named,  says  that  it  was  decided 
there  to  give  the  proposed  new  territory  the  name 
Iowa,  after  other  names  had  been  proposed  and 
discussed. 

THE    HALF-BREED    LANDS. 

Many  of  the  early  Indian  traders  and  trappers 
who  made  their  homes  near  the  mouth  of  the  Des 
Moines  river,  married  Indian  wives,  and  their 
children  generally  adopted  the  habits  of  their 
Indian  mothers  as  they  grew  up.  When  the  treaty 
of  1824  was  made  by  William  Clark  with  the  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians,  the  following  stipulation  was 
made:  "The  small  tract  of  land  lying  between  the 
Mississippi  and  Des  Moines  rivers  is  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  half-breeds  belonging  to  the  Sac  and  Fox 
nation,  they  holding  it  by  the  same  title  and  in  the 
same  manner  that  other  Indian  titles  are  held.*' 
This  reservation  embraced  about  113,000  acres  of 
good  land  lying  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Iowa,  in 
the  county  of  Lee. 

In  June,  1834,  congress  authorized  the  half- 
breeds  to  individually  pre-empt  and  acquire  title  to 


and  sell  these  lands.  A  company  was  organized  to 
buy  and  sell  these  half-breed  lands.  The  tract  had 
been  divided  into  101  pieces  and  the  company  pur- 
chased forty-one  of  these  tracts.  There  was  no  way 
to  determine  who  of  the  half-breeds  were  entitled 
to  these  lands,  and  the  parties  purchasing  could  not 
know  whether  the  persons  selling  could  give  good 
titles.  The  Wisconsin  legislature  passed  an  act 
requiring  all  persons  claiming  title  to  file  .their 
claims  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  of  Lee,  within 
one  year,  showing  the  nature  of  their  claims.  Com- 
missioners were  appointed  to  take  evidence.  The 
lands  not  sold  by  the  half-breeds  were  to  be  sold 
and  the  money  paid  over  to  such  half-breeds  as 
could  establish  their  claims  to  it.  The  commis- 
sioners brought  suit  against  the  owners  of  the  lands 
for  compensation  for  their  services,  got  judgment, 
and  119,000  acres  of  the  land  was  sold  to  pay  their 
bills  for  services.  Hugh  T.  Keid  got  a  deed  for 
that  amount  of  lands.  Settlers  had  gone  on  them 
and  made  improvements  and  a  long  litigation  took 
place  over  the  titles.  After  various  conflicting 
decisions  the  case  was  at  last  taken  to  the  United 
States  supreme  court,  where  Reid*s  title  was  set 
aside  as  invalid,  and  the  long  conflict  over  the 
titles  was  settled.  In  June,  1834,  congress  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory 
of  Michigan  over  the  country  embraced  in  Wis- 
consin, Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Dakota. 

In  September  of  that  year  the  legislature  of 
Michigan  divided  the  Iowa  district  into  two  counties 
by  running  a  line  due  west  from  the  lower  end  of 
Rock  Island  to  the  Missouri  river.  The  territory 
north  of  the  line  was  named  Dubuque  county,  while 
that  south  of  it  was  called  Des  Moines  county. 

A  court  was  organized  in  each  county ,  terms  of 
which  were  to  be  held  at  Dubuque  and  Burlington. 
The  first  court  in  the  limits  of  Iowa  was  held  at 
Burlington  in  April,  1835.  The  judges  appointed 
by  the  governor  of  Michigan  for  these  courts  were 
Isaac  Leffier,  of  Des  Moines  county,  and  John  King, 
of  Dubuque  county.  On  the  first  Monday  of  October, 

1835,  George  W.  Jones,  who  lived  in  the  limits  of 
the  present  state  of  Wisconsin,  was  elected  the 
delegate  to  represent  Michigan  territory  in  con- 
gress. He  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  create 
the  new  territory  of  Wisconsin,  which  embraced 
Iowa  and  Minnesota  in  its  limits.  General  Henry 
Dodge,  an  officer  in  the  regular  army,  was  appointed 
governor  and  John  S.  Homer  secretary  of  the  new 
territory.  Governor  Dodge  order  a  census  to  be 
taken  in  September,  1836,  and  it  was  found  that  the 
counties  of  Dubuque  and  Des  Moines,  which 
included  all  of  the  Black  Hawk  Purchase,  had  a 
population  of  10,531,  which  gave  them  six  members 
of  the  council  and  thirteen  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives  in  the  territorical  legislature, 
which  convened  at  Belmont  on  the  25th  of  October, 

1836.  Peter  H.  Engle,  of  Dubuque,  was  elected 
speaker  of  the  house,  and  Henry  T.  Baird  president 
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of  the  council.  An  act  was  passed  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  the  Miners'  bank  at  Dubuque  with 
a  capital  of  $200,000.  Des  Moines  county  was 
divided  into  seven  counties,  named  Des  Moines, 
Lee,  Van  Buren,  Henry,  Louisa,  Musquetine  and 


11th  of  May,  1836,  by  John  King.  The  printer  who 
set  the  first  type  on  the  Dubuque  Visitor  (as  the 
paper  was  named)  was  Andrew  Keesecker.  It  was 
during  the  year  1836  that  the  second  newspaper  was 
started  in  the  limits  of  Iowa  by  Dr.  Isaac  Galland, 


Cook.  The  permanent  capitol  of  the  new  territory 
was  located  at  Madison  and  until  a  suitable  building 
could  be  erected,  the  temporary  capitol  was  fixed 
at  Burlington,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  The  first  newspaper  in  the  limits  of  Iowa 
was  established  at  *^  Dubuque  Lead  Mines,*'  on  the 


at  Montrose,  named  the  Western  A^dvertiser.  After 
a  vain  effort  to  build  a  city  at  Montrose,  the  paper 
was  moved  to  Fort  Madison  and  purchased  by 
James  G.  Edwards,  who  converted  it  into  an 
organ  of  the  whig  party,  changing  its  name  to 
the  Fort  Madison  Patriot.    The  first  number  of  the 
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Patriot  printed  a  bill  which  had  been  introduced 
into  congress  by  Hon.  George  W.  Jones  for  a  divi- 
vision  of  Wisconsin  territory,  and  the  creation  of  a 
new  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  be 
named  Iowa. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1837,  a  convention  was 
held  at  Burlington,  composed  of  delegates  from 
that  part  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  lying 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  memorialize  con- 
gress to  organize  a  separate  territory  of  that 
portion  lying  west  of  the  river.  It  was  largely 
attended,  and  drafted  a  memorial  which  was 
forwarded  to  congress,  giving  good  reasons  why 
the  request  should  be  granted. 

The  Wisconsin  territorial  legislature,  which 
met  in  Burlington  this  year,  divided  Dubuque 
county    into   Dubuque,  Clayton,    Jackson,    Scott, 


ROBERT  LUCASs 
First  Territorial  Governor  of  loiva . 


Clinton,  Linn,  Johnson,  Jones,  Benton,  and  Dela- 
ware counties.  In  the  fall  of  1837  a  treaty  was 
negotiated  with  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  by  which 
1,250,000  acres  of  land  lying  west  of  and  adjoining 
the  Black  Hawk  purchase  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States  and  opened  to  settlement.  The  opening  of 
this  vast  tract  of  new  land  to  settlers  attracted  a 
large  immigration,  and  in  May,  1838,  when  a  new 
census  was  taken,  the  territory  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  was  found  to  have  a  population  of  22,859. 
In  June,  1838,  the  bill  providing  for  the  creation 
of  Iowa  territory  having  passed  both  branches 
of  congress  and  been  approved  by  the  president, 
became  a  law,  to  take  effect  on  the  4th  of  July. 
President  Van  Buren  proceeded  to  appoint  the  fol- 
lowing officers   for   the   new    territory   of  Iowa: 


Governor,  Robert  Lucas,  formerly  governor  of 
Ohio;  secretary,  William  B.  Conway;  marshal, 
Francis  Gehon;  United  States  attorney,  Cyrus  S. 
Jacobs;  judges,  Charles  Mason,  Joseph  Williams 
and  Thomas  S.  Wilson.  Governor  Lucas  selected 
for  his  private  secretary  a  young  college  graduate, 
Theodore  S.  Parvln,*  of  Ohio. 

The  governor  named  Burlington  as  the  capital 
of  the  new  territory.  A  territorial  legislature  was 
elected,  which  met  at  Burlington  on  the  12th  of 
November,  1838,  and  proceeded  to  enact  a  code  of 
laws  for  the  territory.  Its  acts  filled  a  volume  of 
nearly  500  pages.  An  unpleasant  controversy 
arose  during  the  session  between  the  legislature 
and  the  governor  which  resulted  in  an  attempt  of 
that  body  to  secure  his  removal  from  office,  but  it 
was  not  successful.  A  controversy  arose  between 
Missouri  and  Iowa,  as  to  the  boundary  line  between 
them,  which  resulted  in  the  calling  out  of  the  ter- 
ritorial militia  to  protect  some  of  its  officials.  It 
was  several  years  before  the  disputed  boundary  was 
finally  settled.  Commissioners  chosen  by  the  leg- 
islature to  locate  the  capital  of  the  territory 
selected  a  point  on  the  Iowa  river  in  Johnson 
county,  two  miles  northwest  of  the  town  of 
Napoleon,  which  was  platted  and  named  Iowa  City. 
There  was  no  road  leading  to  the  newly-located 
capital  and  Lyman  Dillon  was  employed  to  run  a 
a  furrow  with  a  breaking  plow  from  Iowa  City  to  a 
settlement  on  the  Mississippi  river  to  guide  travel- 
ers to  the  new  city.  Soon  a  well-beaten  road  was 
made  beside  the  furrow  guide  and  plenty  of 
emigrant  wagons  came  by  way  of  the  new  road  to 
the  growing  city  of  rude  log  cabins.  During  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  Governor  Lucas  and  two  daughters, 
piloted  by  General  Fletcher,  of  Muscatine,  all  on 
horseback,  rode  out  to  see  the  new  capital.  While 
there  the  governor  purchased  a  claim  near  the 
prospective  city,  which  in  after  years  became  his 
home. 

No  mail  route  had  yet  been  established  to  the 
new  capital;  letters  and  papers  were  brought  from 
Muscatine  by  anyone  who  happened  to  go  there  on 
business.  There  was  no  mill  nearer  than  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  and  many  of  the  first  settlers  in  Iowa 
City  ground  their  corn  for  bread  in  coffee  mills. 
The  first  pioneers  who  located  in  the  new  town  are 
described  by  a  writer  at  that  time  as  **  mostly  young 
men  without  families,  who  had  left  the  paternal 
roof  in  the  older  states  in  search  of  homes  on  the 
frontier,  to  work  their  own  way  in  life  The  young 
pioneer  is  not  encumbered  with  much  baggage;  a 
gun,  a  knife,  a  bake-pan,  a  tin  cup,  some  cornmeal 
and  bacon,  all  packed  on  his  back,  he  explores  the 
country  on  foot.  He  selects  a  claim,  builds  a  rude 
log  cabin,  cooks  his  coarse  food,  and  freely  shares 
his  scanty  supply  with  any  traveler  who  comes 
along.  When  absent,  his  cabin  door  is  left  unfas- 
tened,  and  some  cooked  food  left  in  sight  for  any 

*  See  personal  bioerrapby. 
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weary,  hungry  pioneer  who  may  chance  to  come  in 
to  rest.  When  several  settlers  have  taken  claims 
in  one  vicinity,  the  first  act  toward  civil  govern- 
ment, is  to  meet  at  one  of  the  cabins  and  form  a 
claim  association  for  the  mutual  protection  of  their 
homes.  They  select  officers,  record  the  names  of 
members,  and  the  number  of  each  member's  claim. 
They  pledge  themselves  to  stand  by  each  other  in 
holding  possession  of  their  respective  homes  until 
they  can  be  purchased  from  the  government.'* 

In  1840  the  census  showed  an  in- 
crease in  population  of  Iowa  territory  to 
43,112.  After  the  election  of  General 
Harrison  as  president,  the  territorial 
officers  in  Iowa  were  removed  and  their 
places  filled  by  whigs.  John  Chambers, 
of  Kentucky,  was  appointed  governor  to 
succeed  Lucas,  and  O.  W.  H.  StuU  was 
appointed  secretary.  On  the  20th  of 
June,  1841,  the  steamer  Ripple  ascended 
the  Iowa  river  to  the  new  capital.  The 
first  grist  mill  in  this  part  of  the  terri- 
tory was  erected  on  Clear  creek  by 
David  and  Joshua  Switzer  this  year, 
which  took  the  place  of  the  coffee  mills 
in  making  cornmeal  and  wheat  flour. 
The  Iowa  Standard,  a  weekly  whig 
paper,  was  started  at  the  capital  by 
William  Crum,  June  10,  1841,  and  the 
loioa  Capital  Beporter,  a  democratic 
paper,  was  established  on  the  4th  of 
December  of  the  same  year. 

By  the  terms  of  the  treaty  negotiated 
by  Governor  Chambers,  at  Agency  City, 
on  the  11th  of  October,  1842,  the  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians  ceded  to  the  United 
States  the  last  of  their  lands  in  Iowa, 
but  they  were  to  occupy  them  until 
October  11,  1845.  It  was  feared  that 
hostilities  might  arise  between  these 
Indians  and  the  Sioux  and  Pottawatt- 
amies  on  the  north  and  west,  who  still 
held  lands  in  that  portion  of  the  ter-  ' 
ritory.  | 

It   was,   therefore,    determined    to 
establish  a  military  post  at  the  junction 
of  the  Placcoon  and  Des  Moines  rivers, 
garrisoned  with  a  sufficient  force  to 
preserve  peace  among  the  Indians  and  protect  the 
settlers.    Capt.  James  Allen  was  sent  with  a  com- 
pany of  the  First  U  S.  Dragoons  and  a  company  of 
infantry  to  build  and  occupy  a  fort  at  that  point. 
He  embarked  his  command  on  the  little  steamboat 
**  lone  "  which  ascended  the  Des  Moines  river  and 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1842,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Placcoon  river.    The  "lone"  was  the  first  steam- 
boat that  ascended  the  Des  Moines  river  to  the 
point  where  the  future  capital  of  Iowa  was  to  be 
located.    Another  trip  brought  the  remainder  of 


the  little  army  of  occupation.  The  tents  were 
pitched  along  the  river  banks  while  the  men  pro- 
ceeded to  fell  the  trees  and  build  twenty  log  bar- 
racks. Lieutenant  Greer  was  in  command  of  the 
dragoons,  and  the  infantry  was  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  King.  The  Indian  agent  was  Major 
Beach,  whose  interpreter  was  Josiah  Smart.  There 
were  several  Indian  traders  and  mechanics  with  the 
army,  most  of  whom  remained  as  citizens  after  the 
fort  was  vacated.  No  white  settlers  were  permitted 


GOVERNOR    CHAMBERS. 
Second  Territorial  Govctnor  of  Iowa . 

to  take  claims  until  October,  1345.  A  government 
reservation  one  mile  square,  was  established  around 
the  fort,  which  was  maintained  until  after  the  post 
was  abandoned  in  1846.  Fifteen  mounds,  the  work 
of  a  pre-historic  race,  were  scattered  over  the  site 
where  the  city  of  Des  Moines  now  stands.  In  1843, 
a  military  road  was  laid  out  from  Toole's  Point  (now 
Monroe)  to  the  fort,  crossing  Four  Mile  creek  near 
where  the  Rock  Island  railroad  now  crosses  it,  as 
most  of  the  supplies  for  the  garrison  were  trans- 
ported from  Keokuk  by  wagon. 
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Chapter  VL 

ConstituiioncU  Convention,  18U-iS46— First  Oovemor  of  the  State—Monroe  City— Calif omia  Emigration  in 
lS49-60—New  Counties— The  Wet  Season  of  1861— Fort  Dodge  Established— First  BaUroad^PoUUcdl  Bemlvr 
tion— Prohibition— EaUroad  Land  Grants— New  ConstUutioriy  1867— Hard  Winter. 


The  winter  of  1842-3  was  one  of  unusual  severity, 
the  hardest  known  since  the  first  settlement  in  Iowa. 
Snow  began  to  fall  early  in  November  and  continued 
at  frequent  intervals  until  late  in  March.  The  cold 
was  intense,  with  terrific  winds  which  piled  the 
snow  in  huge  drifts.  The  settlers  were  poorly  pre- 
pared for  such  weather;  their  cabins  were  cold  and 
little  shelter  had  been  provided  for  their  live  stock. 
Great  suffering  ensued,  provisions  became  nearly 
exhausted,  and  cattle  perished  by  the  thousands. 
Deer,  prairie  chickens  and  quail  were  nearly  exter- 
minated; half-starved  wolves  prowled  about  the 
settlements  devouring  the  pigs,  sheep  and  poultry. 
Bank  failures  had  left  the  people  without  money, 
business  of  every  kind  was  prostrated,  and  the  col- 
lection of  debts  became  almost  impossible.  Money 
commanded  25  per  cent  interest,  and  there  was  lit- 
tle to  be  had  on  any  terms. 

In  1844,  the  legislature  submitted  to  a  vote  of 
the  people  a  proposition  to  call  a  convention  to 
frame  a  constitution  for  admission  of  Iowa  as  a 
state.  It  was  approved,  and  a  convention  was 
elected  which  framed  a  constitution.  It  was  submit- 
ted to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  adoption,  but,  owing 
to  dissatisfaction  over  the  proposed  western  bound- 
ary, it  was  rejected.  In  1846,  another  constitution 
was  framed,  which  was  adopted  by  a  popular  vote, 
and,  on  the  28th  of  December,  Iowa  became  a  state 
in  the  Union.  In  1846,  Governor  Chambers  was 
removed  from  office  by  President  Polk,  and  James 
Clark  appointed.  In  September,  1846,  Governor 
Clark  issued  a  proclamation  for  the  election  of 
state  officers  and  members  of  the  first  state  legisla- 
ture. Ansel  Briggs,  democrat,  was  elected  and 
became  the  first  governor  of  the  new  state  of  Iowa. 
In  June,  1846,  a  treaty  had  been  made  with  the 
Pottawattamie  Indians,  who  occupied  a  large  por- 
tion of  western  Iowa,  by  which  they  ceded  it  to 
the  United  States,  to  be  vacated  in  1847.  In  1846, 
the  Mormons  had  been  driven  out  of  Illinois,  and 
large  numbers  of  them  crossed  over  into  Iowa,  and, 
going  on  to  the  Missouri  river,  founded  a  town  on 
Indian  creek,  where  Council  Bluffs  now  stands.  It 
was  named  Kanesville. 

A  large  grant  of  lands  was  made  by  congress  to 
the  state  of  Iowa,  in  1846,  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  for 
many  years  work  was  carried  on  in  the  construc- 


tion of  dams  and  locks  to  afford  slack  water  naviga- 
tion for  light  draft  steamers.  After  a  long  time 
and  the  expenditure  of  a  large  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  lands,  it  became  evident 
that  the  project  was  impracticable,  and  the  balance 
of  the  land  was  transferred  to  the  Des  Moines  Val- 
ley Railroad  company,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  up  the  Des  Moines  valley. 


^^l^^U^^^LS^     ^^i-U^^^ 


Third  Territorial  Governor . 

The  first  state  legislature  fixed  the  salaries  of 
the  state  officers  as  follows:  Governor,  $1,000;  audi- 
tor, $600;  secretary,  $600;  treasurer,  $400;  supreme 
judges,  $1,000  each. 

The  state  was  entitled  to  two  representatives  in 
congress,  and  it  was  divided  into  two  congressional 
districts.  The  first  legislature  failed  to  elect 
United  States  senators,  and  consequently  the  state 
was  not  represented  in  the  senate  until  1848.  Com- 
missioners had  been  chosen  by  the  legislature  of 
1847  to  locate  a  permanent  capital  for  the  state. 
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They  purchased  a  large  tract  of  wild  prairie  in 
Jasper  county,  which  then  had  a  population  of  but 
560,  and  was  remote  from  any  river,  grove  or  line 
of  public  conveyance.  It  was  a  wild,  bleak  prairie, 
and  in  time  would  make  a  good  farm,  but  possessed 
no  natural  advantages  for  a  town.  They  platted  a 
town  site  and  named  it  **  Monroe  City;"  but  the  leg- 
islature refused  to  approve  of  such  an  absurd  loca- 
tion for  the  capital  and  it  was  abandoned.  The 
census  of  1847  showed  a  population  in  the  new  state 
of  116,454.  In  1848  the  gold  discoveries  in  Cali- 
fornia began  to  attract  a  great  emigration  to  that 
country,  and  in  1849  thousands  of  gold  seekers 
passed  through  Iowa  on  their  long  journey  over  the 
plains.  Companies  were  formed  in  Iowa  and  other 
western  states,  to  make  the  long,  hard,  overland 
trip  by  wagon  to  the  Pacific  coast.  Most  of  them 
fitted  up  heavy  wagons  for  transporting  the  men, 
tools,  and  provisions  for  the  journey,  and  provided 
ox  teams  of  from  three  to  six  yoke  of  oxen  to  a 
wagon.  It  was  a  slow,  tedious  trip,  taking  the 
whole  season,  and  passing  through  a  country 
infested  by  fierce  tribes  of  hostile  Indians.  But  by 
going  in  large  caravans  all  well  armed,  most  of 
them  got  safely  through.  But  a  small  proportion 
of  those  who  left  their  fertile  Iowa  farms  bettered 
their  condition,  and  many  perished  from  exposure 
and  hardships. 

The  legislature  of  1850  created  and  named  forty- 
nine  new  counties.  The  commissioners  appointed 
to  revise  and  codify  the  laws  of  the  state  finished 
their  work  in  1851,  and  the  work  when  printed  was 
known  as  the  code  of  1851.  There  was  published  in 
1850,  a  complete  list  of  the  school  teachers  of  the 
state  then  employed  in  the  public  schools,  showing 
the  name,  age,  and  birthplace  of  each  teacher,  and 
the  county  in  which  the  teacher  was  employed. 
This  is  probably  the  only  published  record  of  the 
pioneer  teachers  of  Iowa  ever  made.  In  looking 
over  the  record,  we  find  many  who  afterwards 
became  prominent  citizens  as  lawmakers,  judges, 
editors  and  educators. 

THE  WET  SEASON  OF  1851. 

The  year  1861  will  long  be  remembered  for  the 
floods  which  came  in  Iowa,  and  the  great  damage 
which  resulted  to  the  crops  from  them.  The  heavy 
rains  began  early  in  May,  and  continued  well  into 
the  summer.  Rain  fell  in  torrents  from  day  to  day 
and  week  to  week,  soaking  the  ground  so  that  the 
flat  lands,  river  and  creek  bottoms  could  not  be  cul- 
tivated in  many  parts  of  the  state.  The  roads 
became  almost  impassable;  the  sloughs,  quagmires, 
and  much  of  the  tilled  land  vast  areas  of  mud  and 
water.  The  Mississippi  river  overflowed  its  banks, 
and  its  Iowa  tributaries  spread  out  into  vast  floods. 
Where  early  crops  had  been  put  in,  much  of  them 
was  drowned  or  washed  out  by  the  long  continued 
rains.    People  living  along  the  river  bottoms  were 


driven  from  their  homes  by  the  floods;  fences  were 
carried  away,  stock  drowned,  and  stacks  destroyed. 
Great  ditches  were  plowed  through  farms  by  the 
swift  currents,  and  bridges  by  the  hundred  were 
swept  away. 

Towns  along  the  rivers  were  inundated  and 
huge  masses  of  driftwood  and  great  beds  of  sand 
were  lodged  among  the  houses  and  spread  out 
among  the  streets  and  lots.  When  the  rains  ceased 
in  July  hot,  dry  weather  came  on,  baking  the 
saturated  soil  and  parching  such  vegetation  as  sur- 
vived the  floods,  so  that  ci^ops  were  almost  a  failure 
throughout  the  state.  Cholera  broke  out  along 
the  Mississippi  and  Des  Moines  valleys  and  the 
ravages  of  that  terrible  plague  added  to  the  misery 
and  despair  of  the  afflicted  people.  The  frightful 
disease  struck  down  hundreds  in  apparent  robust 
health,  often  proving  fatal  in  a  few  hours.  In  some 
places  famine  added  to  the  horrors  of  floods  and 
pestilence,  as  the  crops  were  entirely  destroyed,  and 
many  sold  their  farms  for  a  trifle  and  left  the  state. 
Those  who  remained  and  raised  crops  found  a  good 
market  for  any  surplus  in  the  crowdk  of  emigrants 
who  were  crossing  the  state  on  their  way  to  the 
California  gold  fields. 

Early  in  1849,  Colonel  Mason,  of  the  Sixth 
United  States  Infantry,  was  sent  to  select  a  site  on 
the  Upper  Des  Moines  for  a  military  post.  The 
Sioux  Indians  in  that  part  of  the  state  had  been 
committing  depredations  and  a  fort  was  to  be 
erected  for  a  military  company  for  the  protection 
of  the  settlers  in  that  section.  Colonel  Mason 
selected  a  site  on  the  high  table  land  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Lizard  creek  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Des  Moines  river.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1850, 
Maj.  Samuel  Woods,  with  a  detachment  of  the' 
Sixth  Infantry,  was  sent  to  the  new  post,  which  had. 
been  named  Fort  Clark.  Soon  after  the  name  was 
changed  to  Fort  Dodge,  by  order  of  the  war 
department.  The  command  of  Colonel  Woods  had 
started  from  Fort  Buckner  on  the  Iowa  river  on 
the  last  day  of  July,  with  a  wagon  train,  to  trans- 
port provision,  tools  and  camp  equipments.  There 
was  no  road  and  they  had  to  bridge  many  streams 
and  sloughs  on  the  way.  They  reached  the  Des 
Moines  about  the  middle  of  August  and  pitched 
their  tents  on  the  plat  where  the  city  of  Fort  Dodge 
now  stands.  They  proceeded  to  cut  trees  and  build 
twelve  substantial  log  buildings,  which  were  com- 
pleted before  winter.  During  the  first  year  the 
troops  occupied  Fort  Dodge  the  government 
expended  about  $80,000  in  buildings  and  other 
improvements.  The  fort  was  vacated  on  the  3d  of 
October,  1853,  when  the  troops  were  sent  150  miles 
northwest  to  establish  another  post  on  the  frontier. 

In  1854,  the  California  immigration  had  sub- 
sided and  the  tide  was  turning  strongly  into  Iowa. 
The  Chicago  and  Rock  Island  railroad  had  reached 
the  Mississippi  river  at  a  point  opposite  Davenport, 
onthe22d  of  February.    For  the  first  time  Iowa 
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was  within  reach  of  the  eastern  world  by  a  direct 
line  of  railroad,  and  the  era  of  its  prosperity  was 
at  hand.  Soon  the  railroad  would  push  westward 
and  open  up  our  great  prairies  to  settlement,  by 
transporting  lumber  and  fuel  to  encourage  settle- 
ment and  afford  markets  for  their  products.  The 
census  of  1852  had  shown  a  population  of  229,929, 
sjid  at  the  beginning  of  1854  it  had  increased  to 
324,401.  Immigration  was  now  flowing  in  with 
great  rapidity,  as  people  for  the  first  time  seemed 
willing  to  settle  on  the  great  prairies  away  from 
the  rivers  and  timber.  All  hopes  were  now  turned 
towards  railroad  building  as  the  one  thing  needed 
to  open  up  the  vast  fertile 
inland  prairies  to  markets 
and  rapid  settlement  Wa- 
ter navigation  on  our  in- 
land rivers  had  proved  a 
failure  and  the  hope  now 
was  in  railroads.  Millions 
of  acres  of  public  lands  were 
unoccupied  and  there  was  a 
gen.eral  feeling  that  some  of 
them  should  be  granted  to 
aid  in  securing  railroads  in- 
to the  interior  and  western 
portions  of  the  state. 

In  anticipation  of  the 
completion  of  the  railroad 
from  Chicago  to  Rock  Is- 
land, a  company  had  been 
formed  in  Davenport  in 
1853,  composed  of  citizens 
of  eastern  cities  and  Iowa 
men,  to  secure  its  ex  ten- 


Other  eloquent  speakers  foretold  the  great  advan- 
tages to  come  from  the  railroad.  When  the  time 
came  for  breaking  ground,  Antoine  Le  Claire,  the 
founder  of  the  city,  pulled  off  his  coat,  seized  a 
spade  and  wheelbarrow,  and  amid  loud  cheers  and 
music  from  the  band,  this  half-breed  old  pioneer 
who  weighed  300  pounds,  began  the  grading  of  the 
first  railroad  in  Iowa.  The  building  of  the  road 
was  pushed  with  vigor,  under  John  E.  Henry, 
master  of  construction,  Peter  A.  Dey,  B.  B.  Bray- 
ton,  and  S.  B.  Reed,  civil  engineers.  Scott  county 
took  $50,000  of  stock,  Davenport  $76,000  and  private 
citizens  subscribed  $100,000.  John  A.  Dix,  of  New 
York,  was  elected  president 
of  the  company;  Wm.  B. 
Ogden,  of  Chicago,  vice- 
president,  and  John  E.  Hen- 
ry, secretary.  The  grading 
went  on  during  1854,  and 
the  iron  came  on  to  Rock 
Island.  The  first  locomo- 
tive was  brought  over  the 
Mississippi  river  on  a  flat 
boat  in  September,  and  was 
named  the  **Le  Claire." 
Soon  after  the  **  Iowa,"  an- 
other locomotive,  was  car- 
ried over  in  the  same  way, 
and  when  winter  formed  a 
solid  ice  bridge,  the  third 
locomotive,  **John  A.  Dlx,** 
was  brought  over.  Some 
construction  cars  were  also 
'  brought  over  tLnd  the  work 
progressed  slowly,  as  there 
was  an  immense  bluff  to 
be  cut  through,  and  it 
was  August  25,  1855, 
when  the  first  excursion 


sion  at  an  eary  day  on 

through  our  state.     It       ^  y/'  ^^ 

was  called  the  Mlssissip-     /^C^-^-^^l^   o^^a^^^^-"^-^^ 

pi  &  Missouri  Railroad       /^        <0^^<? 

company  and  had  an  au-/     (^^y^:^^^,^^ 

port.    On  the  1st  of  Jan< 

uary,  1856,  the  road  was 

completed  to  Iowa  City, 

and  it  was  then  predicted  by  Mr.  Farnam,  its  mov- 


thorized  capital  of  $6,- 
000,000.  The  first  board 
of  directors  was  J.  E. 
Sheffield,     Henry    Par- 

nam,  J.  M.  Wilson,  N.  B.  Judd,  Ebenezer  Cook, 
John  P.  Cook,  Hiram  Price  and  James  Grant. 
Breaking  ground  for  this  first  railroad  in  Iowa  was 
celebrated  by  an  immense  gathering  of  people.  A 
long  procession  was  formed,  conducted  by  A.  C. 
Fulton,  chief  marshal,  to  the  corner  of  Fifth  and 
Rock  Island  streets,  where  the  railroad  was  to 
begin  on  the  Iowa  side.  Stands  had  been*  erected 
for  speaking.  John  P.  Cook  was  the  first  speaker, 
who  portrayed  the  privations  of  the  pioneers  who 
had  long  been  shut  in  from  the  outside  world,  and 
spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  the  bright  future  with 
its  railroad  soon  to  cross  the  great  river  and  con- 
nect Iowa  with  the  east.  Soon  it  would  push  on 
over  the  great  prairies  and  bring  to  Davenport  the 
products  of  the  opening  farms  of  western  Iowa. 


^^  JO  y  xj  train  run  out  to  Walcott, 
y^^^"^  (,  (K^  12  miles  west  of  Daven- 
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Ing  spirit,  that  it  would  reach  Council  Bluffs  in 
three  years.  But  hard  times  and  the  great  war 
intervened  and  it  did  not  reach  Des  Moines  until 
long  years  after  that  time.  The  first  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Mississippi  was  built  from  Rook  Island 
to  Davenport.  It  was  begun  September  1,  1854, 
and  completed  so  that  the  lArst  railroad  train  that 
ever  crossed  the  Mississippi  came  over  on  the  27  th 
day  of  April,  1856. 

In  1854,  a  political  revolution  began  in  Iowa. 
Up  to  this  time  the  state  had  been  ruled  in  every 
branch  of  its  government  by  the  democratic  party. 
But  the  efforts  of  the  national  democratic  adminis- 
tration to  open  the  new  territories  of  the  west  to 
slavery  had  aroused  a  bitter  antagonism  on  the  part 
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of  thousands  of  freedom-loyiDgf  people  of  the  north. 
The  whigs  of  Iowa  nominated  for  governor  James 
W.  Grimes,  who  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  spread 
of  slavery  into  the  new  territories,  and  he  received 
the  support  of  the  anti-slavery  voters  generally 
throughout  the  state.  The  result  of  a  very  warm 
contest  was  the  election  of  Grimes  by  a  majority  of 
2,120.  James  Thorington,  the  free  soil  candidate 
for  congress,  was  elected  in  the  Second  district  over 
ex-Governor  Hempstead,  democrat,  by  a  majority 
of  1,562.  The  legislature  also,  early  in  1855,  elected 
James  Harlan,  free  soil,  to  the  United  States  sen- 
ate, to  succeed  A.  C.  Dodge,  democrat.  In  all  of 
these  important  elections 
the  principal  issue  was  the 
question  whether  slavery 
should  be  permitted  to  ex- 
tend into  the  western  terri- 
tories. Iowa,  which  had 
heretofore,  in  all  general 
elections  for  state  ofiQcers 
or  president,  given  its  sup- 
port to  democrats,  now  re- 
fused to  follow  that  i)arty 
in  the  support  of  slavery 
extension.  Many  democrats 
left  their  old  party  on  this 
issue,  and  soon  after  helped 
to  organize  a  new  party  op- 
posed to  the  spread  of  slav- 
ery into  free  territory.  Hi- 
ram Price,  of  Scott  county, 
was  the  most  notable  leader 
of  these  free  soil 
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democrats  at  this 
time.  The  legis- 
lature, in  1855, 
also  inaugurated 
the  prohibitory 
liquor  law,  which 
had  for  its  object 
the  suppression 
of  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquor 
to  be  used  as  a 

beverage,  and  the  entire  and  absolute  abolition  of 
drinking  saloons.  The  legislature  also  provided 
for  the  removal  of  the  capital  of  the  state  from  Iowa 
City  to  Des  Moines.  An  act  was  also  passed  pro- 
viding for  an  election  to  determine  whether  a  con- 
vention should  be  chosen  to  revise  the  constitution 
of  the  state.  The  prohibitory  liquor  law  was  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  adoption  or  re- 
jection, and  was  approved  by  a  majority  of  2,910. 
With  some  modifications  and  amendments,  this 
law  remained  on  the  statute  books  for  more  than 
forty  years,  until  nullified  by  a  mulct  law. 

The  conflict  between  the  political  parties  over 
the  extension  of  slavery  continued  to  grow  more 
intense,  until  in  1856  a  new  party  was  organized 
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having  for  its  chief  purpose  opposition  to  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1856,  a 
convention  was  held  at  Iowa  City,  at  which  the 
republican  party  of  Iowa  was  organized,  which  for 
more  than  forty  years  controlled  the  state,  enacted 
and  administered  its  laws.  The  efforts  which  had 
been  made  for  many  years  to  secure  a  grant  of 
lands  to  aid  in  the  building  of  railroads  in  Iowa  were 
at  last  successful.  James  Thorington,  the  republi- 
can member  of  congress  from  the  Second  district, 
had  worked  untiringly  for  this  object,  and,  finally, 
with  the  co-operation  of  our  senators,  had  secured 
a  grant  of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  building  of 
three  lines  of  railroad  over 
the  state,  from  Lyons,  Dav- 
enport and  Burlington  to 
points  on  the  Missouri. 

The  grants  embraced 
every  alternate  section  of 
government  land  six  miles 
in  width  on  each  side  of 
the  proposed  lines  of  rail- 
road. The  legislature  in  ex- 
tra session  accepted  these 
grants,  and  appropriated 
the  lands  under  certain  re- 
strictions to  the  Iowa  Cen- 
tral Air  line,  the  Mississip- 
pi and  Missouri,  and  the 
Burlington  and  Missouri 
Railroad  companies.  The 
election  held  to  determine 
whether  the  constitution  of 
the  state  should 
be  revised  gave  a 
majority  for  the 
convention  of  18,- 
628.  At  the  pres- 
idential election 
in  1856,  Iowa,  for 
the  first  time, 
gave  its  vote 
against  the  dem- 
ocrats, and  for 
John  C.  Fremont* 
republican,  by  a  plurality  of  7,774.  The  convention 
chosen  to  revise  the  constitution  assembled  at  Iowa 
City  on  the  19th  of  January,  1857,  and  proceeded 
with  its  work.  The  principal  important  changes 
were  as  follows: 

^V«(.— Providing   that   the   general   elections 
should  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October. 
Second, — That  the  biennial  sessions  of  the  legis- 
lature should  begin  on  the  second  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary. 

TTitrd.— That  it  should  require  the  votes  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  elected  in  each  branch  of 
the  general  assembly  to  pass  a  bill. 

Fourth,— The  office  of  lieutenant-governor  was 
created,  and  he  should  be  president  of  the  senate. 
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Aliddle  Rotv—  William  A.  Warren^  John  Edwards^  William  Patterson^  David  P.  Palmer^  Geo.  W.  ElliSy  Squire  Aytrs. 
Lower  Row— Daniel*  W.  Price^Jas.  C.  Traer^Jas.  F.  Wilson,  Geo.  Gillaspy,  Jonathan  C.  Hall,  Harvey  J.  Scott. 


Upper  Row— Aylett  R.  Cotton,  Jeremiah  Hollin^sworth,  David  Bunker,  Rufus  L.  B.  Clark,  John  T.  Clark,  Amos  Harris. 
Middle  Raw— Timothy  Day,  Albert  H.  Marvin,  Lewis  Todhunter,  Hiram  D.  Gibson,  Edward  Johnstone,  Moses  W.  Robinson. 
Lower  Row— Wm.  Ponn  Clarke,  John  A .  Parvin,  Hosea  W.  Gray,  J.  H.  Emerson,  John  H.  Peters,  A.  H.  Murvin. 
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First  capitol  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  then  including  iowa,  at  Belmont,  now 
a  farm  in  Lafayette  county^  Wisconsin,  Gov.  Henry  Dodge  was  appointed  Gov- 
ernor^ and  convened  the  first  legislature  there  in  /i&6.  The  next  session^  iSl37-8t 
and  the  extra  session  ofjune^  jS^jS^  were  held  at  Burlington. 


Fifth.— The  su- 
preme judges  shall 
be  elected  by  the 
people. 

Sixth,  —  Banks 
may  be  establish- 
ed under  laws 
enacted  by  the 
general  assembly, 
provided  such 
banking  laws  must 
be  approved  by  the 
people  at  a  special 
election. 

Seventh.  —  The 
limit  of  the  debt 
of  the  state  was 
changed  from 
$100,000  to  $260,- 
000.  In  case  of  in- 
vasion, insurrec- 
tion or  defense  in 
time  of  war,  this  limit  may  be  exceeded. 

Eighth. — The  number  of  senators  in  the  general 
assembly  of  the  state  is  fixed  at  fifty,  and  the 
number  of  representatives  is  fixed  at  one  hundred. 

Ninth. — A  state  board  of  education  was  provided 
for  to  legislate  for  the  public  schools. 

Tenth. — The  permanent  capital  of  the  state  was 
fixed  at  Des  Moines,  and  the  State  university  was 
permanently  located  at  Iowa  City. 

£}kvenih:—A  proposition  to  be  submitted  to  the 
people  to  strike  the  word  *^  white ''  from  the  article 
on  suffrage,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  permit 
negroes  to  vote  if  the  proposition  should  be  adopted. 

The  census  taken  for  1856  gave  the  population  of 
the  state  517,875,  showing  an  increase  in  two  years 
of  193,474. 

The  past  two  years  had  been  a  period  of  great 
prosperity  to  the  people  of  Iowa.  Settlements 
were  spreading  out  over  the  great  prairies  in  every 
direction  at  a  rate  unprecedented.  Crops  had  been 
large  and  prices  of  farm  products  high.    Breaking 


teams  by  the  thou- 
sands were  turn- 
ing over  the  prai- 
rie sod  and  con- 
verting the  great 
wild  plains  into 
productive  farms. 
Groves,  orchards 
and  hedges  were 
being  planted  and 
improved  farm 
machinery  was 
taking  the  place 
of  the  toilsome  and 
slow  hand  labor. 


r^-         THE 


HARD 
TERS. 


WIN- 


The  winter  of 
1855-6  was  one  of 
great  severity. 
The  weather  had  been  mild  up  to  the  first  week  in 
January.  But  soon  after  deep  snows  began  to  fall 
and  fierce  winds  came,  bringing  intense  cold.  Very 
few  barns  or  good  sheds  had  been  provided  for 
domestic  animals.  Cattle  had  generally  been  kept 
in  the  shelter  of  hay  and  straw  stacks  and  run  in 
the  stalk  fields,  and  had  wintered  very  well.  The 
majority  of  farms  of  the  early  settlers  had  groves 
of  native  timber  which  afforded  shelter  .from  the 
bleak  winds  of  winter,  for  their  cabins  and  live 
stock.  But  the  terrible  storms,  deep  snows  and 
severe  cold  of  the  winter  of  1855-6  was  so  long  con- 
tinued that  thousands  of  cattle  perished.  Many 
persons  were  caught  out  in  the  fearful  blizzards 
far  from  shelter  and  were  frozen  to  death.  The 
next  winter,  that  of  1856-7,  was  very  cold  with 
deep  snows,  covered  with  crust,  which  proved  fatal 
to  most  of  the  deer  in  Iowa.  Breaking  through  the 
crust  in  the  deep  drifts  they  became  exhausted  and 
were  slaughtered  by  the  hundreds  by  men  and  dogs, 
until  they  became  nearly  exterminated. 
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A.J.  Kynett,  Chaplain;  Francis  Thompson;  W.  Blair  Lord.  Reporter;  H.  M.  Park  hurst.  Reporter;  S.  C.  Trowbridge,  Ser- 
geant-At- Arms;  Thos.  J.  Saunders,  Secretary;  Ellsworth  N.  Bates,  Assistant  Secretary. 
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Chapter  VII. 

The  Lott  Ma88acre8--Inhpadutah^Northwe$t  Settlements— Indian  Outrages  on  the  Little  Sioux  Settlers  at 
the  Lakes  in  Dickimon  County —Massacre  of  the  Settlers  in  1867, 


SPIRIT  LAKE. 

Long  before  the  first  white  settlements  were 
made  in  Iowa  the  beautiful  group  of  lakes  near  the 
headwaters  of  the  Des  Moines  and  Little  Sioux 
rivers  had  been  favorite  hunting  and  camping 
resorts  for  the  Sioux  Indians.  In  1680,  Louis 
Hennepin,  in  his  explorations  of  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi valley  in  Minnesota,  encountered  the  Yankton 
Sioux  Indians.  In  1700,  I^a  Sueur  explored  a  por- 
tion of  country  about  the  Blue  Earth  river  and 
found  Sioux  Indians  occupying  all  of  that  region 
and  southward  into  what  is  now  northern  Iowa. 
Their  name  for  Spirit  Lake  was  Minne-Waukon, 
which  signifies  "  Spirit  water." 

The  Sioux  were  very  reluctant  to  give  up  the 
region  about  the  lakes  to  the  whites,  as  they  were 
required  to  do  by  the  treaty  of  1851.  As  early  as 
1848,  when  Mr.  Marsh,  a  government  surveyor, 
was  running  the  correction  line  near  Fort  Dodge, 
his  party  encountered  a  band  of  Sioux  Indians 
under  Si-dom-i-na-do-tah,  a  Sioux  chief,  and  was 
compelled  to  turn  back  and  leave  the  country.  In 
1849  some  adventurers  went  up  the  Des  Moines 
valley  and  made  claims  near  the  mouth  of  Boone 
river.  The  Indians  soon  discovered  the  invaders, 
destroyed  their  cabins  and  drove  them  out  of  the 
country.  This  and  other  troubles  led  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  Fort  Dodge  and  stationing  a  military 
company  there.  Sidominadotah  was  the  chief  of  a 
band  of  Sisseton  Sioux;  his  name  signified  *^Two 
Fingers. * '  His  band  numbered  about  500  when  first 
known  by  the  whites,  and  he  had  led  them  in  sev- 
eral battles  with  the  Pottawattamies  in  northwest- 
em  Iowa.  One  was  fought  near  Twin  Lakes  in 
Calhoun  county.  The  last  battle  was  on  the  Liz- 
ard, in  the  present  limits  of  Webster  county.  The 
Sioux  chief,  who  was  a  brave  and  skillful  com- 
mander, had  concealed  his  warriors  in  the  woods 
and  brush  on  a  high  blufif.  The  enemy  was  led 
into  ambush  where  they  encountered  a  terrible  fire 
from  the  Sioux.  The  Pottawattamies  made  a  stub- 
born fight,  but,  outnumbered  and  surprised,  they 
were  defeated  with  great  slaughter,  and  the  sur- 
vivors who  reached  their  own  country  were  so  few 
that  their  tribe  made  no  more  raids  into  the  Sioux 
country. 

In  1847  a  desperado,  named  Henry  Lott,  went 
up  the  Des  Moines  river  and  built  a  cabin  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Boone,  which  became  a  rendezvous  for 


horse-thieves  and  outlaws.  Horses  were  stolen 
from  the  settlements  in  the  valley  below  and  from 
the  Indians,  secreted  on  Lett's  premises,  taken  from 
there  to  eastern  settlements  and  sold.  In  1848  some 
of  Lottos  gang  stole  a  number  of  ponies  from  the 
Sioux  Indians  who  were  hunting  along  the  river. 
Sidominadotah  and  six  of  his  party  tracked  the 
ponies  to  Lett's  settlement  and  found  them  con- 
cealed in  the  woods.  They  were  recovered  and 
Lott  and  his  gang  were  ordered  to  leave  the  settle- 
ment within  five  days.  Lott  refused  to  go,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  time  the  Sioux  chief  ordered 
his  cabin  to  be  burned  and  his  cattle  to  be  killed. 
Lott  became  alarmed,  abandoned  his  wife  and  small 
children,  and  with  a  step^son  fled  down  the  river. 
Upon  reaching  the  Pea  settlement  he  spread  the 
report  that  his  family  had  been  massacred  by  the 
Sioux.  The  settlers  at  once  organized  a  party  to 
punish  the  Indians.  Che-mause,  or  **Johnny  Green,'' 
a  Fox  chief,  was  at  Elk  Rapids,  sixteen  miles  below, 
with  several  hundred  of  his  band.  He  furnished 
twenty-six  warriors  for  the  expedition,  which  was 
placed  under  his  command  and  piloted  by  Lott. 
When  they  reached  his  claim  the  Sioux  were  gone 
and  Lett's  wife  and  children  were  there  without  food. 
A  young  son  of  Lott  had  followed  his  father  when 
he  fled,  but  after  wandering  for  twenty  miles  along 
the  river  had  perished  with  cold.  Lott  remained 
on  his  claim  where  his  wife  died  during  the  year, 
Lott  reported  from  abuse  by  the  Indians  and  from 
exposure  in  his  absence.  Lott  swore  terrible  venge- 
ance upon  the  Sioux  chief,  but  made  no  haste  to 
execute  it.  In  the  fall  of  1853,  Lott  and  a  son 
passed  through  Fort  Dodge  with  an  ox  team  and  a 
wagon  loaded  with  provisions,  goods  and  three  bar- 
rels of  whisky.  He  went  up  to  Humboldt  county 
and  built  a  rude  cabin  on  the  banks  of  a  creek, 
which  still  bears  his  name.  There  he  opened  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  goods  and  whisky.  In  the 
month  of  January,  1854,  Lott  learned  that  his  old 
enemy,  Sidominadotah,  with  his  family,  was  camped 
on  a  creek,  which  has  since  been  named  Bloody 
Run.  Taking  his  son  one  day,  both  well  armed, 
Lott  started  out  on  his  fearful  mission  to  the  camp 
of  the  Sioux  chief.  Finding  that  he  was  not 
recognized,  Lott  made  professions  of  warm  friend- 
ship for  the  Indians.  He  told  the  chief  that  there 
was  a  large  herd  of  elk  on  the  river  bottom  and 
induced  him  to  go  off  after  them.  Lott  and  his  son 
then  started  away  as  if  going  back  to  their  cabin, 
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but  as  soon  as  the  old  chief  was  out  of  sight,  they 
turned  back,  and  hiding  in  the  tall  grass  watched 
until  he  returned  from  the  hunt  Riding  along  on 
his  pony,  unsuspicious  of  danger,  they  opened  fire 
upon  him,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground  dead.  They 
took  his  gun  and  pony,  and  stripping  off  his  cloth- 
ing they  disguised  themselves  as  Indians  and  con- 
cealed themselves  again  and  waited  for  night. 
When  darkness  came  on,  they  skulked  back  to  the 
dead  chiefs  tepees  and  gave  the  war  cry,  and  as  the 
terrified  women  and  children  ran  out  they  were 
murdered  one  by  one.  The  wretches  then  plundered 
the  camp  of  everything  of  value  and  left  the  muti- 
lated bodies  of  the  women  and  children  to  be 
devoured  by  wolves.  The  victims  were  the  aged 
mother,  the  wife  and  children  of  Sidominadotah 
and  two  orphans  living  with  him.    One  little  girl 


chief  to  some  of  the  settlers.  He  spread  the  report 
that  they  had  been  driven  from  his  claim  by  the 
Indians.  Lott  continued  his  flight  down  the  river, 
leaving  one  of  his  boys  at  T.  S.  White's,  six  miles 
below  Fort  Dodge,  and  his  two  little  girls  at  Doctor 
Hull's,  in  Boone  county.  Major  Williams  and 
several  of  the  Indians  followed  rapidly  on  the  trail 
of  the  murderers,  but  Lott  and  his  guilty  son  hav- 
ing several  days  start  of  them,  soon  struck  off  west 
over  the  great  unsettled  prairie  and  escaped.  It 
was  afterwards  learned  that  they  crossed  the  Mis- 
souri river  above  Council  Bluffs,  and  struck  out  on 
the  great  plains.  Several  years  after  it  was  learned 
from  a  letter  written  by  Lottos  son  to  an  acquain- 
tance in  Boone  county,  that  after  settling  in  Cali- 
fornia, Lott  met  a  deserved  fate  at  the  hands  of  a 
vigilance  committee  for  one  of  his  numerous  crimes. 
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escaped  in  the  darkness,  hiding  in  the  grass,  and 
one  little  boy  terribly  wounded  and  left  for  dead, 
eventually  recovered,  and  from  these  was  learned 
the  particulars  of  the  horrible  massacre.  The 
murderers  returned  to  their  cabin,  packed  every- 
thing of  value  in  their  wagon  and  fied  down  the 
river,  after  setting  fire  to  their  own  cabin,  to  throw 
suspicion  on  the  Indians  as  the  perpetrators  of  their 
horrid  crimes. 

Ink-pa-du-tah,  a  brother  of  the  murdered  chief, 
with  another  band  of  Sioux,  was  camped  a  few 
miles  away,  and  in  a  few  days  he  discovered  the 
mangled  bodies  of  his  mother,  brother,  and  family, 
partly  devoured  by  wolves.  Inkpadutah  and  Major 
Williams,  of  Fort  Dodge,  investigated  the  affair 
thoroughly,  tracked  the  murderers  down  the  river 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Boone,  where  Lott  sold  the 
pony,  furs,  gun,  and  other  property  of  the  murdered 


Inkpadutah  brooded  sullenly  over  the  fate  of  his 
brother  and  family,  seeming  to  believe  that  some 
of  the  white  settlers  besides  Lott  were  parties  to 
the  massacre  and  aided  him  to  escape.  The  Sioux 
were  greatly  incensed  upon  learning  that  the  head 
of  their  murdered  chief  had  been  taken  to  Homer 
and  nailed  up  on  the  side  of  a  house,  and  they 
threatened  to  be  revenged  upon  the  whites.  Ink- 
padutah never  renewed  his  friendship  with  the 
whites  after  the  Lott  massacre,  but  looked  upon 
them  as  treacherous  enemies.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  he  determined  to  bide  his  time  and 
watch  for  an  opportunity  to  retaliate,  as  he  did  in 
1857  upon  the  innocent  people  who  had  settled  at 
the  lakes. 

During  the  seasons  of  1855-6,  adventurous  pio- 
neers had  prospected  the  valley  of  the  Little  Sioux, 
and  made  claims  at  various  places  along  the  river, 
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built  rude  cabins,  and  settled  there  with  their 
families  at  Correction ville,  Pilot  Rock,  Peterson 
and  Gillett's  Orove.  An  Irish  colony  had  settled 
at  Medium  lake  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Des 
Moines  river  in  Palo  Alto  county,  and  a  Mr. 
Granger  had  built  a  cabin  in  Emmet  county  near 
the  Minnesota  line.  A  small  party  had  ventured 
farther  up  the  river  and  made  a  settlement  called 
Springfield  (now  Jackson).  Asa  C.  and  Ambrose 
A.  Call,  brothers,  had  taken  claims  and  lived  on 
the  east  branch  of  the  Des  Moines  river  near  where 
Algona  now  stands,  as  early  as  1854.  Settlements 
had  been  made  about  Okoboji  and  Spirit  lakes  in 
Dickinson  county  in  1856,  numbering  about  fifty 
persons.  Most  of  the  Indians  had  by  this  time 
removed  from  northwestern  Iowa,  but  parties  of 
Sioux  frequently  returned  to  hunt  and  fish  along 
the  rivers  and  lakes.  Inkpadutah,  who  often  came 
with  his  band,  had  recently  professed  friendship 
for  the  people  in  these  frontier  settlements,  but 
those  who  knew  of  the  Lott  massacre  and  under- 
stood the  Indian  character,  were  apprehensive  that 
some  day  he  would  take  terrible  vengeance  on  the 
whites  for  the  murder  of  his  relatives  by  Lott. 

The  winter  of  1856-7  was  one  of  great  severity. 
Frequent  storms  had  swept  over  the  great  prairies 
of  northwestern  Iowa,  covering  them  with  a  depth 
of  snow  that  made  travel  very  difficult  and  danger- 
ous. They  continued  late  into  March,  filling  the 
ravines  with  drifts  so  deep  that  communication 
between  the  scattered  settlements  was  almost 
impossible  for  weeks  and  months.  The  provisions 
of  the  settlers  had  become  greatly  reduced  during 
the  long  snow  blockade,  and  parties  had  been  sent 
to  distant  eastern  settlements  for  supplies. 

Inkpadutah  now  saw  the  time  for  which  he  had 
been  waiting  more  than  three  years  had  come 
when  he  could  safely  take  vengeance  upon  the 
whites  for  the  slaughter  of  his  mother,  brother  and 
their  families.  It  mattered  not  to  him  that 
these  settlers  where  wholly  innocent  of  any  act, 
knowledge  or  sympathy  with  the  brutal  murders; 
they  were  of  the  hatred  white  race  to  which  Lott 
belonged  and  their  lives  must  atone  for  his  horrid 
crimes.  Inkpadutah,  with  members  of  his  band, 
had,  during  the  summer  of  1856,  visited  most  of  the 
frontier  settlements  and  carefully  noted  their  isola- 
tion and  helplessness  in  case  of  sudden  attack.  When 
the  deep  snows  of  the  long  winter  had  shut  them 
off  from  aid,  Inkpadutah  carefully  laid  his  plans. 

In  February,  1857,  the  Sioux  chief  selected 
thirty  of  his  fiercest  warriors,  and  accompanied  by 
their  squaws  to  allay  suspicion  of  danger  on 
part  of  the  settlers,  they  started  out  on  their 
relentless  mission.  They  followed  up  the  Little 
Sioux  valley,  separating  into  small  parties;  a 
detachment  was  sent  to  each  cabin  as  they  took  their 
way  up  the  valley.  Their  first  act  at  each  place 
was  to  seize  the  guns  and  ammunition  of  the  set- 
tlers, thus    rendering  resistance  impossible,  then 


they  took  the  provisions  and  cattle.  Then  the 
horrid  work  began.  The  women  and  girls  were 
next  seized,  while  loaded  guns  were  pointed  at  their 
husbands,  fathers  and  brothers,  as  the  brutal 
savages  dragged  the  defenseless,  terrified  women 
to  their  camps.  There  they  were  subjected  to  the 
most  horrid  abuse,  then  left  to  wade  through  the 
deep  snow  to  their  desolated  homes. 

Resistance  on  the  part  of  the  widely  separated 
settlers  would  have  brought  certain  death  to  all. 
At  Gillett's  Grove,  ten  armed  savages  forced  their 
way  into  a  cabin  occupied  by  two  families,  seized 
the  women  and  girls,  perpetrating  the  most  brutal 
outrages  upon  them.  They  then  destroyed  the 
furniture,  beds  and  dishes,  killed  the  cattle  and 
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hogs,  carried  ofif  the  horses,  and  even  robbed  the 
women  of  clothing  and  every  article  about  the 
house.  At  midnight,  the  terrified  families  fled 
through  the  deep  snow,  thinly  clad,  wandering 
about  for  thirty-six  hours,  until  they  reached 
Abner  Bell's,  their  nearest  neighbor,  utterly  worn 
out  and  nearly  perished  with  cold.  From  cabin  to 
cabin  the  Indians  proceeded,  everywhere  repeat- 
ing the  horrible  outrages  upon  the  defenseless 
people.  Up  to  this  time  no  one  had  been  killed. 
As  soon  as  the  Indians  went  on  towards  the  lakes, 
Abner  Bell,  Mr.  Weaver  and  Mr.  Wilcox  made 
their  way  through  the  deep  snow  to  Fort  Dodge, 
seventy  miles  distant.  Their  story  of  the  Indian 
outrages  created  intense  excitement,  and  all  real- 
ized that  the  frontier  settlers  were  in  imminent 
danger.  But  several  days  had  elapsed,  no  one 
knew  where  the  Indians  had  gone,  and  the  snow 
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wae  so  deep  there  was  no  hope  that  they  could  be 
overtaken  by  the  time  a  military  company  could  be 
organized  to  pursue  them. 

The  pioneers  who  first  erected  a  cabin  in  the 
beautiful  grove  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Okoboji  were 
Rowland  Gardner  and  Harvey  Luce,  his  son-in-law. 
They  had  recently  emigrated  from  the  state  of  New 
York.  Crossing  the  great  prairies  in  a  covered 
wagon  drawn  by  oxen,  they  found  no  settlement 
west  of  Algona.  They  traveled  in  a  northwesterly 
direction  until  the  evening  of  July  16, 1856,  when 
they  camped  in  a  fine  grove  on  the  shore  of  West 
OkobojL  They  were  charmed  with  the  beauty  of 
the  lakes,  woods  and  prairie,  and  decided  to  make 


little  children,  Albert,  4  years  old,  and  the  baby, 
Amanda,  a  year  old.  A  short  time  after  their 
arrival  four  young  men  from  Red  Wing,  Minn., 
came  and  camped  on  the  narrow  strip  of  land  sepa- 
rating East  and  West  Okoboji  lakes.  They  were 
Dr.  I.  H.  Harriott,  Bertell  Snyder,  William  and 
Carl  Granger.  They  were  the  first  white  men  to 
paddle  a  canoe  on  these  lakes.  They  were  so 
enchanted  with  the  beauty  of  the  country  that  each 
took  a  claim  near  the  lakes,  and  together  they 
built  a  cabin  on  a  peninsula  since  named  Smith's 
Point. 

The  next  settlers  were  from  Delaware  county, 
Iowa,  James    Mattock   and  his  wife,  Mary,  with 


Council  Bluffs*  old  log  house.    First  building  erected  in  Pottawattamie  county^    Erected  in  1832 
by  a  detachment  of  regular  troops  stationed  to  keep  peace  among  the  Indians. 


their  home  here.  Not  a  sign  of  human  habitation 
or  smoke  of  camp-fire  was  to  be  seen  in  any  direc- 
tion from  the  highest  point  in  the  vicinity.  Elk 
and  deer  were  grazing  on  the  prairies;  waterfowl 
were  coming  and  going  from  lake  to  lake;  great 
flocks  of  prairie  chickens  were  seen;  squirrels  and 
song  birds  were  heard  in  the  beautiful  woods  on 
every  side.  The  emigrants  pitched  their  tent  and 
selected  a  site  for  their  cabin  on  the  southeast  side 
of  West  Okoboji,  near  the  rocky  projection  since 
known  as  Plllsbury  Point.  The  families  consisted  of 
Rowland  Gardner,  his  wife  Frances,  little  Rowland, 
6  years  old;  Abbie,  14;  Eliza,  16;  Mary,  the  oldest 
daughter,  married  to  Harvey  Luce,  and  their  two 


their  children,  Alice,  Daniel,  Agnes,  Jacob  and 
Jackson.  They  built  a  cabin  between  the  lakes 
opposite  Granger,  on  the  south.  Robert  Mathieson 
and  a  son  lived  with  them.  Some  weeks  later  Joel 
Howe,  his  wife  Millie,  with  six  children,  Lydia, 
Jonathan,  Sard  is,  Alfred,  Jacob  and  Philetus,  set- 
tled on  the  east  shore  of  East  Okoboji.  Lydia  had 
married  Alvin  Noble  and  they  had  a  boy,  John,  two 
years  old.  This  family,  with  Joseph  M.  Thatcher, 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  with  an  infant  daughter,  Dora, 
lived  in  a  cabin  they  had  built  a  mile  north  of 
Howe's.  A  trapper,  Morris  Markham,  boarded 
with  Noble  and  Thatcher.  These  people  were  all 
from    Hampton,  in    Franklin   county.    Six    miles 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY   OF    IOWA. 


49 


northwest  on  the  west  shore  of  Spirit  Lake,  William 
Marble  and  his  young  wife,  Margaret,  recently 
married  in  Linn  county,  had  taken  a  claim  and 
built  a  cabin.  This  made  a  settlement  among  the 
lakes  in  the  winter  of  1856-7  of  six  families, 
separated  by  distances  of  from  one-half  to  six  miles, 
among  the  beautiful  groves  in  which  were  living 
sixteen  men,  eight  women  and  fourteen  children. 
This  little  colony,  coming  to  the  lakes  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1856,  had  not  been  able  to  raise  crops 
sufficient  to  furnish  food  for  the  winter.  Early  in 
February  their  supply  was  getting  low  and  they 
had  to  send  parties  a  long  distance  for  flour,  meal 
and  meat.  It  was  a  perilous  trip  through  the  deep 
snows,  over  the  bleak,  trackless  prairies,  where  the 
fierce  blizzards  of  that  cold  winter   swept   with 


The  four  young  men  made  a  large  hand-sled  and  on 
it  took  some  of  the  provisions,  and  started  for  the 
lakes.  After  a  hard  struggle  through  the  drifts, 
amid  blinding  storms.  Luce  and  his  three  com- 
panions reached  the  Gardner  cabin  on  the  evening 
of  March  6th.  Jonathah  Howe  was  a  son  of  Joel 
Howe,  Clark  was  from  Waterloo  and  Ryan  was 
from  Hampton.  Jonathan  Howe  and  Ryan  went  on 
that  night  to  the  Howe  settlement.  On  the  second 
day  after  the  arrival  of  the  young  men  at  the  lakes 
the  weather  became  mild  and  pleasant  and  Mr. 
Gardner  determined  to  go  to  Fort  Dodge  for  pro- 
visions. As  the  family  sat  down  to  an  early  break- 
fast the  cabin  door  was  opened  and  fourteen  fierce 
Sioux  Indians  walked  in,  led  by  Inkpadutah.  At 
first  they  professed  friendship  and  called  for  food. 


The  massacre  at  the  Gardtur  cabin.    From  an  oil  painting  by  Mrs.  Abbie  Gardner  Sharp. 


resistless  fury.  The  ravines  in  many  places  were 
drifted  full  of  snow  and  difficult  to  cross.  But  sup- 
plies must  be  obtained,  and  Joseph  M.  Thatcher 
and  Harvey  Luce  volunteered  to  undertake  the 
perilous  trip  to  Waterloo  with  an  ox  team  and  sled, 
at  the  risk  of  their  lives.  After  a  slow  and  danger- 
ous journey  over  the  unsettled,  trackless  prairies, 
working  their  way  through  immense  drifts,  they 
reached  Waterloo,  loaded  their  sled  and  started  on 
the  return.  Finally,  reaching  a  cabin  ten  miles 
below  the  Irish  colony,  on  the  Des  Moines  river, 
their  oxen  became  exhausted  and  could  go  no 
further.  It  was  decided  that  Thatcher  should 
remain  here  with  the  team  several  days  until  they 
could  proceed  with  the  load,  while  Luce  should  go 
on  home.  Here  he  found  Jonathan  Howe,  Enoch 
Ryan  and  Robert  Clark  on  their  way  to  the  lakes. 


When  they  had  eaten  all  in  the  house  they  under- 
took to  seize  the  guns  and  ammunition,  but  Luce 
and  Clark  resisted  them,  and  a  most  unequal  strug- 
gle began.  At  this  moment  Dr.  Harriott  and  Carl 
Snyder  came  in,  and  seeing  five  determined  men, 
the  savages  quieted  down  and  again  seemed  friendly. 
But  Mr.  Gardner  was  not  deceived;  he  realized  that 
the  entire  settlement  was  in  great  danger  and 
quietly  urged  the  young  men  to  slip  away  and 
notify  all  of  the  settlers  to  come  immediately  to  his 
house  with  their  arms,  as  his  cabin  was  the  largest 
and  strongest  for  defense.  But  Harriott  and 
Snyder  thought  there  was  no  danger,  and  after 
waiting  awhile  started  off  towards  their  cabin.  The 
Indians  hung  around  until  near  noon  when  they 
started  towards  the  Mattock  house  driving  Gard- 
ner's cattle  and  shooting  them  on  the  way.    Gard- 
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ner,  Luce  and  Clark  now  realized  the  great  danger 
and  made  a  heroic  effort  to  warn  their  neighbors  of 
their  peril.  Mr.  Gardner  remained  to  protect  his 
family  while  Luce  and  Clark  hurried  off  to  give  the 
alarm. 

Soon  after  2  o'clock,  the  rapid  fire  of  guns  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  the  Mattock  house,  and 
the  frantic  screams  of  terrified  women  warned  the 
Gardner  family  that  the  terrible  massacre  had 
begun.  Mr.  Gardner  hastily  barricaded  his  doors 
and  prepared  to  defend  his  family  to  the  last,  but 
his  terrified  wife,  realizing  how  hopeless  the  contest 
must  be,  begged  of  her  husband  not  to  fire  upon 
the  Indians.  She  had  hope  that  the  many  acts  of 
kindness  bestowed  upon  them  in  times  past  would 
save  her  family  from  slaughter.  Mr.  Gardner 
yielded  to  his  wife's  intreaties,  but  all  in  vain,  for 


Interior  of  the  Gardner  cabin. 

the  savages  soon  forced  an  entrance  into  the  cabin 
and  shot  Mr.  Gardner  dead.  Then  turning  upon 
his  helpless  family  they  beat  out  the  brains  of  the 
women  and  children.  The  only  one  spared  was 
Abbie,  the  daughter  of  fourteen.  The  terrified  child 
when  seized  by  them  begged  the  bloody  savages  to 
kill  her,  too,  as  she  could  not  endure  the  thought  of 
the  worse  fate  she  was  to  be  saved  for.  But  heed- 
less of  her  entreaties,  with  the  dying  moans  of  her 
mother,  sister  and  the  little  children  sounding  in 
her  ears,  they  dragged  her  away. 

At  the  Mattock  house  a  brave  resistance  was 
made.  When  the  attack  began,  Dr.  Harriott  and 
Bert  Snyder  seized  their  guns  and  hastened  to  the 
assistance  of  their  neighbors.  But  outnumbered 
as  they  were,  five  to  one,  by  the  Sioux  warriors, 
there  was  no  chance  for  successful  defense.  The 
five  men  fought  with  the  desperation  of  despair  to 
protect  the  women  and  children  and  their  own 
lives.  But  one  by  one  they  fell  before  the  rifles 
and  clubs  of  the  well  armed  savages.  Not  one 
survived  to  tell  the  story  of  the  brave  but  hopeless 
struggle  of  the  settlers  at  this  place.  When  the 
last  man  had  fallen  the  Indians  turned  upon  the 


frantic  and  defenseless  women  and  children  and 
slaughtered  them  without  mercy.  When  Abbie 
Gardner  was  dragged  to  this  spot,  the  mangled 
bodies  of  five  men,  two  women  and  several  children 
were  lying  in  the  blood-stained  snow,  while  the 
shrieks  of  other  children  roasting  in  the  fiames  of 
the  burning  house,  made  up  a  picture  of  horrors 
too  hideous  to  be  described.  A  careful  examination 
of  this  vicinity  later  by  the  party  who  buried  the 
dead,  throws  some  light  on  the  struggle  here.  It 
appeared  that  Dr.  Harriott  and  Bert  Snyder,  from 
their  cabin,  had  heard  the  guns  and  the  shrieks  of 
the  women  and  children  when  the  attack  began  at 
Mattock's.  Regardless  of  their  own  safety,  the  brave 
young  men  seized  their  rifles  and  hastened  to  the 
defense  of  their  neighbors.  At  ^he  first  fire.  Dr. 
Harriott  laid  out  one  of  the  Sioux,  then  rushing  into 
the  thickest  of  the  fight  the  two  brave  young  men 
shattered  their  empty  guns  over  the  heads  of  the 
savages  in  a  hand  to  hand  fight.  But  the  contest 
was  too  unequal;  five  men  against  twenty  or  more 
Sioux  warriors  were  soon  killed.  How  many  of  the 
Indians  were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  desperate 
conflict  can  never  be  known,  as  the  Indians  always 
carefully  conceal  their  losses  from  the  enemy. 
Abbie  Gardner  believed  that  none  were  killed  and 
but  one  wounded.  But  Major  Williams,  the  veteran 
commander  of  the  relief  expedition,  is  of  a  different 
opinion  from  the  careful  investigations  of  the  burial 
party  made  a  short  time  after  the  massacre.  He 
was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  the 
Sioux  Indians  and  their  cunning  concealment  of 
their  losses  in  battle.  In  his  report  to  Governor 
Grimes,  made  on  the  I2th  of  April,  immediately 
after  the  return  of  the  burial  party  to  Fort  Dodge, 
Major  Williams  writes: 

**  The  number  of  Indians  killed  or  wounded  must 
have  been  from  fifteen  to  twenty.  From  the  num- 
ber seen  to  fall,  and  judging  from  the  bloody  clothes 
and  pools  of  blood  left  in  their  encampments,  the 
struggle  at  the  lakes  must  have  been  severe,  par- 
ticularly at  the  house  of  Squire  Mattock.  Eleven 
bodies  were  found  at  this  house,  together  with  sev- 
eral broken  guns.  They  appear  to  have  fought 
here  hand  to  hand." 

Abbie  Gardner's  recollections  of  the  massacre 
were  written  more  than  twenty-five  years  after  her 
escape  from  captivity,  and  she  was  but  14  years  old 
at  the  time  of  the  tragedy,  and  it  is  not  strange 
that  such  a  discrepancy  between  her  estimate  of 
Indian  losses  and  that  of  Major  Williams  should 
occur.  It  is  not  likely  the  wily  Sioux  would  per- 
mit their  helpless  captive  to  know  the  extent  of 
their  losses.  Luce  and  Clark,  who  started  from 
the  Gardner  house  to  warn  the  settlers  of  the  dan- 
ger, went  south  of  East  Okobojl  towards  Mr. 
Howe's.  They  were  stealthily  followed  by  a  party 
of  Sioux,  and  shot  down  and  scalped  near  the  out- 
let. This  closed  the  first  day's  horrid  work  on  the 
8th  of  March,  1857. 
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That  night  the  Indians  celebrated  the  butchery 
of  twenty  men,  women  and  children  with  blackened 
faces,  keeping  time  in  their  war  dances  to  the  beat- 
ing of  drums,  and  circling  round  with  unearthly 
yells  among  the  mutilated  bodies  of  their  victims 
over  the  blood-stained  snow  until  exhausted  by 
their  horrid  orgies.  Crouched  in  an  Indian  tepee, 
Abbie  Gardner,  the  only  survivor  of  the  first  day's 
massacre,  prostrated  by  the  horrors  of  the  awful 
fate  of  her  family  and  neighbors,  this  tender  young 
girl  endured  such  anguish  as  seldom  comes  to  a 
human  being  to  bear.  While  the  bloody  massacre 
had  been  going  on,  the  neighbors  of  the  victims  liv- 
ing on  the  east  side  of  the  lakes  had  no  warning  of 
their  impending  danger  and  the  awful  fate  await- 
ing them.  Luce  and  Clark,  who  had  started  out  to 
warn  them,  were  lying  dead  on  the  way. 


entered  the  cabin.  Thus  Noble  and  Ryan  were 
deceived  and  had  no  thought  of  danger,  when  the 
Indians  suddenly  turned  their  guns  upon  them  and 
fired  before  they  could  reach  their  own  arms. 
Both  were  instantly  killed,  and  the  savages 
snatched  the  two  children  from  their  mothers* 
arms  and,  swinging  them  by  their  feet  against  a 
tree  near  the  door,  crushed  their  heads.  They 
then  plundered  the  house,  killed  the  hogs  and  cat- 
tle, and  then  returned  and  seized  Mrs.  Noble  and 
Mrs.  Thatcher,  who  were  crushed  with  anguish 
and  despair,  and  dragged  them  along  back  toward 
the  Howe  cabin.  Here  they  stopped  to  plunder 
the  house,  and  Mrs.  Noble  saw  with  unspeakable 
anguish  the  mutilated  bodies  of  her  mother,  sister 
and  brothers.  As  she  sunk  down  prostrated  with 
horrors,  she  discovered  her  brother  Jacob,  though 


The  killing  of  Mrs.  Thatcher.    From  an  oil  painting  by  Mrs.  Abbie  Gardner  Sharp. 


Early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  Joel  Howe 
started  to  make  his  way  through  the  deep  snow  to 
Mr.  Gardner's  to  borrow  some  flour.  He  was  met 
by  the  Indians  on  their  way  to  his  house  to  con- 
tinue their  horrid  butchery.  They  shot  him  down 
and  severed  his  head  from  his  body,  then  hurried 
on  to  his  cabin.  Mrs.  Howe,  her  son  Jonathan,  his 
sister  Sardis  and  her  three  younger  brothers  were 
in  the  house  all  unsuspicious  of  danger.  Suddenly 
the  door  was  burst  open,  a  wild  rush  of  yelling 
Indians  with  gleaming  tomahawks  and  scalping 
knives  were  upon  them;  and  a  few  moments  later, 
amid  shrieks  of  terror,  all  of  the  little  household 
were  gasping  in  dying  agony.  Going  on  to  the 
Thatcher  cabin,  the  savages  found  Alvin  Noble, 
his  wife  and  child,  Mr.  Ryan,  Mrs.  Thatcher  and 
her  child.  Seeing  two  stalwart  young  men  at  home, 
the  cowardly  Indians  professed  friendship  as  they 


terribly  wounded,  was  still  alive.  When  the  Indi- 
ans went  off  to  kill  the  cattle,  Mrs.  Noble  tried  to 
get  her  brother  into  the  house,  hoping  he  might 
be  found  and  saved;  but,  before  they  left,  the  Indi- 
ans saw  he  was  still  alive  and  killed  him  in  the 
presence  of  his  sister. 

The  Indians  remained  about  the  lakes  until  the 
13th,  while  Wm.  Marble  and  his  young  wife,  in 
their  home  on  the  west  shore  of  Spirit  Lake,  knew 
nothing  of  the  terrible  fate  that  had  overtaken 
every  family  of  their  neighbors.  They  were  several 
miles  from  any  house,  and  as  the  snow  was  very 
deep  Mr.  Marble  had  not  ventured  away  from  home 
and  had  heard  nothing  to  alarm  him.  On  the 
morning  of  the  13th,  soon  after  breakfast,  as  Mrs. 
Marble  relates,  looking  out  of  their  cabin  window, 
a  band  of  painted  and  armed  Indians  was  seen 
approaching.    They  came  into  the  house  prof  ess- 
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ing  friendship.  One  of  them  wanted  to  exchange 
his  rifle  for  a  very  fine  one  belonging  to  Mr.  Marble 
who,  fearing  to  ofifend  them,  consented  to  trade. 
The  Indians  then  proposed  shooting  at  a  mark;  and 
Mr.  Marble  stepped  forward  to  put  up  the  target 
when  the  treacherous  Sioux  shot  him  in  the  back. 
Mrs.  Marble,  who  had  been  anxiously  watching 
them  from  the  window  in  fear  for  her  husband's 
safety,  sprang  out  with  piercing  screams  as  he  fell, 
and  threw  her  arms  around  her  murdered  husband, 
in  the  agony  of  despair.  He  was  dead,  and  she  was 
alone  in  the  hands  of  the  brutal,  merciless  savages. 
They  fiung  her  one  side  and  searched  the  body  of 
their  victim,  taking  from  it  a  belt  containing  $1,000 
in  gold.  This  was  the  little  fortune  the  young 
couple  had  brought  with  them  to  improve  and  stock 
the  beautiful  farm  they  had  chosen  on  the  shore  of 
the  lake  for  their  future  home.  It  was  a  terrible 
ending  of  all  their  hopes  and  plans.  The  Indians 
then  plundered  the  house,  took  Mrs.  Marble's  gold 
watch,  clothing  and  all  of  her  household  treasures, 
placed  her  on  a  pony  and  started  off.  In  one  brief 
hour  the  young  wife  had  lost  husband,  home,  liberty 
and  everything  but  life,  and  was  dragged  away  into 
captivity  to  endure  a  living  agony,  too  horrible  to 
contemplate.  The  Indians  returned  to  the  main 
body  and  here  Mrs  Marble  found  three  other 
captive  women  as  wretched,  hopeless  and  despair- 
ing as  herself.  These  four  helpless  young  women 
now  learned  from  each  other  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  settlement,  and  that  not  a  man  was  left  alive 
to  carry  the  terrible  tidings  of  the  massacre  and 
their  enslavement  to  the  nearest  settlement.  With 
visions  of  the  merciless  slaughter  of  fathers, 
mothers,  sisters,  brothers,  husbands  and  children, 
ever  before  their  eyes,  with  moans  of  the  dying 
ever  in  their  ears,  and  the  torturing  memory  ever 
in  their  minds,  death  would  have  been  to  them  a 
merciful  relief.  But  they  were  reserved  for  the 
further  tortures  that  fiendish  brutality  of  savages 
could  still  inflict  upon  their  helpless  victims. 
Before  breaking  camp  the  Indians  proceeded  to 
leave  a  record  of  their  now  completed  massacre  up 
to  this  time.  Peeling  the  bark  from  a  large  tree, 
on  the  white  surface  they  pictured  in  signs  the 
scenes  of  their  late  atrocities.  This  ghastly  record 
was  visible  for  many  years,  and  was  seen  by  many 
of  the  early  settlers. 

Carl  Granger's  body  was  found  near  their  cabin 
where  he  had  been  shot  down,  as  it  is  supposed  he 
was  returning  from  a  hunt  after  his  two  companions 
had  been  slain  at  the  Mattock  cabin.  His  brother, 
William,  had  gone  back  to  his  home  in  Minnesota 
and  thus  escaped.  Eliza  Gardner  had  gone  to 
Springfield   to   spend  the   winter;   while   J.    M. 


Thatcher  fortunately  had  not  yet  returned  from  his 
trip  to  the  settlements  for  provisions;  while  Morris 
Markham  was  absent  in  search  of  cattle.  Thus 
four  members  of  the  colony  were  saved  by  absence, 
while  three  unfortunate  visitors,  who  arrived  two 
days  before  the  massacre,  were  among  the  victims. 

Inkpadutah  had  bided  his  time  and  this  was  his 
awful  vengeance  for  the  massacre  of  his  relatives 
by  Henry  Lott  and  son  more  than  three  years 
before. 

Not  a  person  was  left  in  the  entire  colony  to 
carry  the  news  of  the  massacre  to  other  settlements. 
But  it  so  happened  that  the  massacre  was  discovered 
on  the  9th,  the  day  upon  which  the  Howe,  Noble 
and  Thatcher  families  were  slaughtered.  Morris 
Markham  was  returning  from  his  trip  to  the  Des 
Moines  river  on  that  day,  and  reached  the  Gardner 
cabin  about  midnight,  cold,  hungry  and  nearly 
exhausted. 

It  was  very  dark  and  a  cold  wind  was  blowing 
from  the  north.  He  was  surprised  to  find  the  door 
open  and  the  Gardner  cabin  deserted.  Upon  look- 
ing around  he  found  the  dead  bodies  of  the  family, 
some  in  the  house  and  others  lying  in  the  snow. 
Horror  stricken  by  the  evidences  of  some  terrible 
tragedy,  he  cautiously  went  on  through  the  dark 
forest  towards  the  Mattock  house.  When  near,  he 
discovered  the  Indian  camp,  and  at  once  concluded 
that  the  savage  Sioux  had  come  in  his  absence  and 
murdered  his  neighbors.  He  could  see  the  smolder- 
ing ruins  of  the  Mattock  cabin  and  the  mutilated 
bodies  of  more  of  the  settlers  lying  around  in  the 
snow.  Almost  overcome  with  the  horrors  around 
him  he  turned  back  towards  the  Howe  settlement, 
hoping  it  had  escaped  the  massacre.  But  upon 
reaching  Howe's  cabin  he  again  came  upon  the 
ghastly  forms  of  women  and  children  lying  in  the 
snow.  Almost  paralyzed  by  the  horrid  sights  he 
turned  towards  his  own  home  at  the  Noble  cabin, 
hoping  against  hope  that  it  might  have  escaped. 
But  there  before  him  lay  the  mangled  forms  of 
Noble,  Ryan  and  the  children.  Markham  had 
waded  through  the  snow  for  thirty  miles  since 
morning,  without  rest  or  food.  His  feet  were  frozen 
and  he  was  now  completely  exhausted  and  overcome 
by  the  horrors  around  him.  He  crawled  into  a  deep 
ravine,  not  far  away,  where  he  started  a  fire  with 
some  matches  he  fortunately  had,  and  where,  without 
shelter  or  food,  he  sat  the  remainder  of  the  night, 
not  daring  to  lie  down  lest  he  might  fall  asleep  and 
be  found  and  murdered  by  the  Indians.  Before 
daylight  he  started  for  the  nearest  settlement  at 
Springfield,  eighteen  miles  distant.  He  reached 
that  place  completely  worn  out  and  spread  the  news 
of  the  terrible  fate  of  the  Okoboji  colony. 
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Chapter  VIII. 

The  Heroic  D^ense  at  SpringfieldSeveral  Massacred— TwetUy  Escape— Their  T&rrible  Sufferings  and 
IHnal  Bescue—The  Belief  Expedition  of  Major  WiUiams—Bury  the  Dead— Caught  in  a  Qrtat  Blizzard^ 
Oreat  Suffering  and  Two  Perish. 


Most  fortunate  it  was  for  the  Springfield  settle- 
ment that  Markham's  strength  held  out  to  enable 
him  to  warn  them  of  the  danger,  or  they  would 
surely  have  shared  the  fate  of  their  neighbors. 
After  a  hurried  consultation  the  people  determined 
to  gather  all  of  the  families  at  the  houses  of  Mr. 
Thomas  and  Mr.  Wheeler  for  defense  and  protec- 
tion. Two  messengers  were  sent  to.  Fort  Ridgely 
for  aid.  For  seventeen  days  the  people  at  Spring- 
field were  kept  in  fearful  suspense,  hourly  expect- 
ing the  appearance  of  the  Indians.  There  were 
twenty-one  men,  women  and  children  at  the 
Thomas  house  when  the  attack  began.  The  Indians 
were  greatly  surprised  to  find  the  people  prepared 
to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  The  cowardly 
savages  dressed  one  of  their  number  in  citizen's 
clothes,  who  approached  the  Thomas  house  in  a 
friendly  manner  and  called  some  of  the  people  out 
on  a  cunning  pretext.  The  remainder  of  the  band 
were  concealed  behind  trees  in  the  forest  surround- 
ing the  house.  As  soon  as  the  people  came  out  the 
Indians  opened  fire  upon  them,  mortally  wounding 
Willie  Thomas,  a  little  boy  eight  years  old,  and 
severely  wounding  Mr.  Thomas,  David  Carver  and 
Miss  Drusella  Swanger.  There  were  now  but  three 
men  left  in  the  house  unhurt,  Morris  Markham, 
Jareb  Palmer  and  John  Bradshaw.  Hastily  barri- 
cading the  door,  the  three  men,  bravely  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Thomas,  Louisa  Church,  Eliza  Gardner  and 
Miss  Swanger,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defense. 
All  of  the  wounded  had  got  back  into  the  house 
except  little  Willie  Thomas,  who  had  fallen  outside 
and  was  overlooked  in  the  excitement  until  the 
doors  had  been  barricaded.  It  was  then  too  late 
to  rescue  him  without  endangering  the  lives  of  all. 
His  father  was  severely  wounded,  and  his  mother 
begged  piteously  to  be  permitted  to  open  the  door 
and  bring  him  in.  It  was  almost  certain  that  if 
the  door  was  opened  the  Indians  would  make  a  rush 
upon  them  and  all  would  be  lost,  and  the  poor  little 
boy  had  to  be  left  to  his  fate.  The  Indians  dodged 
from  tree  to  tree,  gradually  getting  nearer  the 
house,  while  keeping  up  a  rapid  fire  upon  the 
besieged  settlers,  but  were  careful  to  keep  in  shel- 
ter of  the  large  trees  and  the  log  stable.  Eliza 
Gardner  and  Miss  Swanger  cast  bullets  while  Mrs. 
Church  took  the  place  of  a  wounded  man  at  a  port 
hole,  so  that  all  the  guns  should  be  kept  busy. 
Watching  a  tree  behind  which  a  huge  Sioux  war- 


rior was  steadily  firing  at  the  cabin,  Mrs.  Church 
gave  him  a  load  of  buckshot  as  he  was  aiming  his 
rifle  at  the  house.  He  fell  back  howling  into  the 
blood-stained  snow. 

So  the  fight  went  on  until  dark;  the  vigorous  fire 
from  the  house  checked  the  Indians  from  making 
an  assault  upon  it.  After  dark  all  was  still,  but  the 
besieged  settlers  kept  a  sharp  lookout.  Another 
party  of  Indians  was  prowling  about  the  settlement 
in  search  of  victims  and  plundering  the  deserted 
cabins. 

William  and  George  Wood,  who  kept  a  store, 
had  always  been  on  friendly  terms  with  the  Sioux, 
frequently  doing  considenlble  trading  with  them. 
When  Markham  brought  news  of  the  massacre  at 
the  lakes,  they  refused  to  believe  it,  and  declined 
to  unite  with  their  neighbors  for  common  defense. 
They  said  if  the  Indians  came,  they  womld  not  be 
molested.  When  they  appeared,  the  Woods'  were 
at  their  store,  and  the  Indians  who  had  often  traded 
with  them  went  there  and  bought  a  keg  of  powder 
and  a  quantity  of  lead  and  caps  for  their  rifies. 
This  ammunition  was  used  in  the  siege  of  the 
Thomas  house,  and  the  slaughter  of  the  Stewart 
family.  But  the  Woods  brothers  suffered  a  terrible 
penalty  for  their  criminal  recklessness  and  folly. 
A  few  days  later  the  treacherous  Sioux  returned  to 
the  store,  shot  the  proprietors  with  some  of  the 
ammunition  lately  purchased  of  them,  plundered 
the  store  of  its  goods,  and  piling  brush  over  the 
bodies  of  the  two  brothers,  set  it  on  fire. 

Joshua  Stewart  was  another  of  the  settlers  who 
had  confidence  in  the  friendship  of  the  Indians,  and 
staid  with  his  family  at  their  house.  An  Indian 
who  had  always  been  friendly  with  them  came  to 
the  house  and  enticed  Mr.  Stewart  out,  where  he 
was  shot  down  by  other  Indians  concealed  near  by. 
His  wife  and  two  children  were  then  butchered;  the 
oldest  boy  managed  to  hide  from  them  and  escaped. 
After  dark  he  made  his  way  to  the  Thomas  house, 
and  was  taken  in.  Soon  after  the  firing  on  the 
Thomas  house  ceased,  Mr.  Sheigley,  a  neighbor, 
was  seen  going  by  and  taken  in  also.  The  fact 
that  these  two  persons  had  reached  the  house  in 
safety,  led  to  the  hope  that  the  Indians  had  aban- 
doned the  siege.  A  consultation  was  now  held  by 
the  inmates  of  the  house  as  to  what  had  better  be 
done.  The  three  wounded  persons  were  suffering 
and  needed  medical  aid.    Nothing  had  been  heard 
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from  the  messengers  sent  for  aid  to  Fort  Ridgely. 
It  was  feared  the  Indians  would  fire  the  house,  thus 
drive  them  out  and  massacre  the  entire  party. 
Whether  they  should  stay  and  fight,  or  try  to  escape 
in  the  darkness;  there  was  little  hope  in  either 
direction.  Bat  at  last  they  determined  to  send  a 
man  out  to  learn  whether  the  Indians  had  gone, 
and  if  they  had,  it  was  decided  to  try  to  escape  by 
flight.  Who  would  venture  out  and  explore  the 
surroundings?  It  was  a  perilous  undertaking,  and 
all  hesitated.  But  brave  Morris  Markham  volun- 
teered to  make  the  venture.  Carefully  examining 
his  rifle  he  stepped  out  into  the  darkness  with  his 
rifle  cocked,  and  noiselessly  disappeared.  Mark- 
ham  moved  cautiously  through  the  snow  from  tree 
to  tree  listening  for   the   Indians.      Slowly   and 


hastily  loaded  into  the  sled  with  some  blankets  and 
provisions.  They  started  out  in  the  darkness  on  a 
most  perilous  journey,  the  brave  women  following* 
on  foot,  all  guarded  by  the  men  well  armed. 

The  only  coward  in  the  settlement  was  Dr.  E.  N. 
Strong.  In  October,  he  went  with  his  family  from 
Fort  Dodge  to  Mr.  Gardner's  at  the  lakes,  on  his 
way  to  settle  at  Springfield.  His  wife  persuaded 
Eliza  Gardner  to  go  with  them  to  Springfield  and 
spend  the  winter,  and  thus  she  escaped  the  fate  of 
the  other  members  of  her  father's  family.  When 
the  news  of  the  massacre  at  the  lakes  was  carried 
by  Markham  to  Springfield,  Dr.  Strong  took  his 
wife  and  child  and  Eliza  to  the  Thomas  house  for 
safety.  On  the  morning  before  the  attack,  Dr. 
Strong  had  been  called  to  Mr.  Wheeler's  to  attend 


The  Spirit  Lake  Massacre  Monument. 


silently  he  made  a  wide  circuit  of  the  premises, 
expecting  at  any  moment  to  hear  the  crack  of  a  rifle 
shot  or  a  sudden  rush  of  the  Indians  for  the  door. 
Half  an  hour  passed,  while  his  companions  in  the 
house  waited  with  intense  anxiety;  but  not  a  sound 
reached  them  from  outside.  A  terrible  fear  came 
over  them  that  he  had  been  tomahawked  by  the 
stealthy  foe,  before  he  could  give  an  alarm.  At  last 
they  heard  footsteps  approaching,  and  hastily  bar- 
ricaded the  door;  after  another  moment  of  intense 
waiting  with  their  loaded  guns  at  the  portholes, 
they  heard  the  well-known  voice  of  Markham.  He 
informed  them  that  the  Indians  had  disappeared, 
and  he  had  found  a  yoke  of  oxen  which  had  escaped 
the  general  slaughter,  and  he  had  hitched  them  to 
a  sled.    The  small  children  and  the  wounded  were 


two  men  who  had  lost  their  legs  by  freezing.  While 
there,  all  through  the  day  he  heard  the  guns  at  the 
Thomas  house,  where  the  fight  was  going  on,  and 
where  his  wife  and  child  were.  He  was  so  ter- 
rified that  he  never  ventured  out  of  the  house  dur- 
ing the  day.  When  the  firing  ceased  and  he  had 
seen  the  Indians  retreating,  he  made  no  effort  to 
learn  the  fate  of  his  family  and  neighbors,  but  the 
next  morning  he  persuaded  Mrs.  Smith,  who  was 
at  Wheeler's,  to  go  over  to  the  Thomas  house  and 
learn  the  fate  of  the  settlers  gathered  there.  When 
the  brave  Mrs.  Smith  returned  with  the  report 
that  it  was  deserted  and  that  a  boy  was  lying  dead 
in  the  yard,  Dr.  Strong  left  his  crippled  patients, 
the  three  women  and  their  little  children,  and  fied 
from  the  settlement  without  further  effort  to  leam 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  O^  IOWA. 


55 


the  fate  of  his  wife  and  child.  There  was  now  left 
at  the  Wheeler  house  but  one  able-bodied  man,  J. 
B.  Skinner,  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  William  Nelson  and 
her  child,  Mrs.  Smith  and  her  crippled  husband, 
whose  leg  had  recently  been  amputated;  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, who  had  lost  both  lejrs,  and  Mr.  Sheigley*s 
little  boy.  To  remain  now  until  the  Indians 
returned  seemed  certain  death  for  all.  They  had 
no  team  and  no  way  to  carry  the  disabled  men. 
Hard  as  it  was,  they  had  to  abandon  Smith  and 
Henderson,  and  started  through  the  deep  snow  to 
try  to  escape  before  the  return  of  the  savages.  In 
their  haste  and  terror,  Mr.  Sheigley's  little  boy 
was  left  behind.  On  the  second  day  out,  they  for- 
tunately fell  in  with  the  Markham  party.  Mr. 
Sheigley,  learning  that  his  little  boy  had  been 
abandoned  in  the  flight,  started  back  alone  to  res- 
cue him.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  fugitives  came 
in  sight  of  a  grove  on  the  Des  Moines  river  where 
George  Granger  lived.  In  the  distance  they  saw  a 
man  running  towards  the  grove,  and  in  his  wild 
flight  he  pulled  off  his  boots  and  threw  them  away 
to  increase  his  speed.  In  his  terror  he  probably 
mistook  the  escaping  party  for  Indians.  He  was 
recognized  as  Dr.  Strong  making  his  way  down  the 
river  after  having,  two  days  before,  abandoned  his 
wife  and  child  to  save  himself  alone. 

The  party  remained  two  nights  at  the  Granger 
cabin  waiting  the  return  of  Mr.  Sheigley,  who  was 
unable  to  find  his  boy.  He  was  afterwards  found 
safe  with  some  neighbors.  The  next  day  the  fugi- 
tives, accompanied  by  Mr.  Granger,  went  on 
towards  Fort  Dodge  with  a  short  supply  of  food  and 
clothing,  while  the  wounded  were  suffering  greatly 
for  medical  attendance.  At  night  all  had  to  sleep 
in  the  snow  without  shelter  from  the  chilling  winds, 
their  shoes  and  clothing  wet  with  melting  snow  and 
wading  streams  and  sloughs.  Miss  Swanger  gave 
up  her  place  on  the  overloaded  sled  to  the  tired 
children,  and  with  a  painful  bullet  wound  in  her 
shoulder,  walked  on  through  the  deep  snow.  The 
sufferings  of  the  entire  party  were  enough  to 
exhaxist  the  strongest  men,  as  they  dragged  them- 
selves along  through  deep  drifts,  plunging  into  the 
icy  floods  that  filled  the  ravines,  weakened  by 
hunger  and  shivering  in  water-soaked  clothing. 
On  Monday,  the  30th  of  March,  it  had  been  three 
days  since  they  left  the  shelter  of  the  Granger 
cabin;  a  cold  wind  was  blowing  from  the  north  and 
it  was  feared  that  the  wounded,  the  women  and  chil- 
dren could  not  survive  another  night  on  the  open 
prairie,  so  deplorable  was  their  condition.  Towards 
noon  they  sighted  a  party  approaching  which  they 
had  no  doubt  were  the  pursuing  Indians.  It  was 
felt  by  all  that  escape  was  impossible.  But  Morris 
Markham  and  John  Bradshaw  were  not  men  to 
tamely  submit  to  be  massacred  without  resistance, 
and  no  thought  of  seeking  their  own  safety  by 
deserting  the  women,  children  and  wounded  in  their 
care  ever  entered  their  heads.  A  hurried  consulta- 


tion was  held  and  it  was  decided  to  divide  the  guns 
among  the  men  who  were  not  disabled. 

Brave  John  Bradshaw  volunteered  to  advance 
alone  upon  the  Indians  with  five  loaded  rifles  and 
pick  off  at  long  range  as  many  of  the  Sioux  as  he 
could.  Markham  took  command  of  the  well  men 
as  they  surrounded  the  helpless  ones  of  their  com- 
pany, determined  to  defend  them  to  the  last.  Brad- 
shaw advanced  with  his  loaded  guns,  laid  them  on 
the  ground  beside  him,  lying  down  to  protect  him- 
self from  the  flre  of  the  enemy,  took  good  aim  with 
his  trusty  rifle  at  the  flgure  in  advance.  Every 
eye  of  the  fugitives  was  upon  him  as  they  sternly 
awaited  the  hopeless  conflict.  Suddenly  loud 
shouts  and  signals  from  the  advancing  party  pro- 
claimed them  friends  I  It  was  the  advance  guard 
of  the  Major  Williams  relief  expedition,  coming  to 
their  assistance.  In  order  to  protect  themselves 
from  the  cold  north  wind  they  had  drawn  shawls 
and  blankets  about  their  heads  thus  giving  them 
the  appearance  of  Indians.  Language  cannot  de- 
scribe the  emotions  of  the  poor,  suffering  fugitives 
as  the  sudden  transition  from  hopeless  terror  and 
despair,  to  the  presence  of  friends  and  safety,  came 
upon  them.  As  they  came  nearer,  J.  S.  Church,  of 
the  rescue  party,  joyfully  recognized  among  the 
rescued  his  wife  and  children,  whom  he  had  feared 
were  among  the  victims  of  the  massacre.  Another 
of  the  party,  J.  M.  Thatcher,  learned  from  Mark- 
ham the  butchery  of  his  child  and  the  worse  fate 
of  his  young  wife,  probably  dragged  into  a  captivity 
more  horrible  than  death.  Everything  possible 
was  now  done  by  the  relief  party  for  the  comfort  of 
sufferers.  Dr.  Bissell  dressed  the  wounds  of  the 
injured  and  all  rested  in  safety  now  for  the  flrst 
time  since  their  flight  began.  An  escort  was  sent 
the  next  day,  which  conducted  them  safely  to  the 
Irish  colony.  Mrs.  Smith  now  turned  back  with 
the  soldiers  who  were  on  their  way  to  Okoboji  to 
bury  the  dead,  to  find  and  rescue  her  crippled  hus- 
band, who  had  been  left  at  the  Wheeler  house.  She 
reached  there  in  safety  and  found  Mr.  Smith  and 
Henderson  where  they  were  left,  as  the  Indians 
had  gone  from  the  settlements  without  returning 
to  molest  them. 

THE  RELIEF  EXPEDITION. 

The  first  news  of  the  massacre  at  the  lakes  was 
taken  to  Fort  Dodge  by  O.  C.  Howe,  R.  U.  Wheel- 
ock  and  B.  P.  Parmenter,  of  Jasper  county,  who 
had  taken  claims  in  that  vicinity  the  fall  before. 
They  started  for  the  lakes  early  in  March  and 
reached  the  Thatcher  cabin  about  midnight  of  the 
15th.  No  one  could  be  aroused  to  let  them  in,  but 
upon  opening  the  door  the  lifeless  bodies  of  Noble 
and  Ryan  were  found.  Horror  stricken  by  the 
sight,  they  went  over  to  Howe's  cabin  and  there 
found  the  mutilated  bodies  of  seven  women  and 
children.    They  now  realized  that  the  Indians  had 
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probably  exterminated  the  entire  colony,  and 
hastened  back  to  Fort  Dodge.  They  reached  there 
on  the  22d  and  the  terrible  news  aroused  the  wild- 
est excitement.  Prompt  measures  were  taken  to 
send  a  relief  expedition  at  once.  Major  Williams 
issued  a  call  for  Tolunteers  and  in  three  days  more 
than  100  young  men  had  responded.  They  were 
organized  into  three  companies.  Company  A,  of 
Fort  Dodge,  was  commanded  by  C.  B.  Richards, 
captain;  Ck>mpany  B,  of  Fort  Dodge  and  vicinity, 
Capt.  John  F.  Duncombe;  Company  C,  of  Webster 
City  and  vicinity,  was  commanded  by  Capt.  J.  C. 
Johnson.  So  intense  was  the  excitement  and  so 
strong  the  desire  to  overtake  and  punish  the  Sioux, 
that  the  little  army  started  off  in  haste  without 
suitable  equipments  for  a  long  winter  march  over 
an  unsettled  open  prairie  country.  The  winter, 
which  had  been  the  severest  on  record,  was  still 
unbroken,  although  it  was  near  the  last  of  March. 
But  few  tents  could  be  procured,  and  the  blankets, 
clothing  and  provisions  that  were  hastily  collected 
were  insufficient  for  such  an  expedition.  Major 
Williams,  the  commander,  was  62  years  of  age, 
although  still  a  vigorous  man.  He  had  been  com- 
missioned by  Governor  Grimes  two  years  before  to 
act  upon  his  own  judgment  in  any  troubles  with  the 
Indians.  The  news  of  the  Indian  outrages  on  the 
Little  Sioux  a  short  time  before  had  prepared  the 
major  to  expect  serious  trouble  and  he  acted  with 
great  promptness.  Howe,  Parmenter  and  Wheel- 
ook  joined  the  expedition  at  Fort  Dodge;  J.  M. 
Thatcher  at  the  Irish  colony,  Morris  Markham, 
John  Bradshaw  and  Jareb  Palmer  turned  back  with 
it  after  conducting  the  Springfield  fugitives  to 
safety.  A  hard  crust  on  the  snow  rendered  the 
march  slow  and  difficult,  as  it  was  not  strong  enough 
to  bear  up  the  teams,  and  the  men  often  broke 
through.  At  the  close  of  the  second  day  they 
camped  at  Dakota,  but  eighteen  miles  from  Fort 
Dodge.  From  this  place  on  the  snow  became  deeper 
and  the  obstructions,  hardships  and  sufferings 
increased.  In  many  places  the  ravines  they  had  to 
cross  were  filled  with  snow  to  a  depth  of  from  ten 
to  twenty  feet,  into  which  the  teams  sank  helpless 
and  exhausted.  Then  long  ropes  were  hitched  to 
the  floundering  horses  and  they  were  dragged 
through,  one  at  a  time,  by  the  men.  Then  the 
loaded  wagons  were  drawn  through  in  a  similar 
manner.  Sometimes  it  required  the  entire  brigade 
to  drag  one  loaded  wagon  through  the  immense 
drifts  into  which  it  had  sunk  down.  Often  the  men 
had  to  wade  two  abreast,  in  long  lines,  up  to  their 
waists  in  snow  to  break  a  road  for  the  teams  and 
wagons. 

On  the  third  night  the  expedition  had  to  camp 
out  in  the  snow  on  the  unsheltered  prairie,  without 
fuel  for  fires,  with  a  bleak  wind  sweeping  down  on 
the  exhausted  men.  They  made  a  supper  on  crack- 
ers and  raw  pork,  chained  the  oxen  to  the  wagons, 
which  were  arranged  close  together  to  break  the 


wind,  while  the  men  crowded  together  on  their 
beds  of  snow  to  rest  and  sleep.  The  next  day  was 
a  renewal  of  the  hardships,  until  night,  when  they 
reached  McKnight's  grove,  where  they  found  fuel 
to  cook  their  food  and  cabins  to  sleep  in.  On  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  after  roll  call.  Major  Wil- 
liams made  a  brief  address  to  his  men,  alluding  to 
the  hardships  encountered  and  the  complaints  of 
some  of  the  faint-hearted  men.  He  told  them 
plainly  that  greater  sufferings  were  ahead  of  them, 
and  if  any  lacked  the  courage  or  endurance  to 
encounter  them,  now  was  the  time  to  say  so  and 
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return  to  their  homes.  Nine  men  stepped  out  and 
turned  their  faces  homeward,  leaving  the  command 
with  weakened  ranks  to  encounter  the  dangers  yet 
to  come.  No  record  has  been  kept  of  the  names  of 
the  men  who  here  turned  back.  On  the  29th  the 
expedition  reached  the  Irish  colony,  where  they 
found  Dr.  Strong  fleeing  from  danger,  too  badly 
frightened  to  turn  back  with  the  command  to  learn 
the  fate  of  his  wife  and  child.  But  J.  M.  Thatcher 
was  waiting  for  company  to  go  with  him  to  learn  the 
fate  of  his  wife,  and  gladly  enlisted.  Here  some  of 
the  worn-out  teams  were  exchanged  for  fresh  ani- 
mals, and  several  young  men  joined  the  command, 
bringing  the  total  number  up  to  125  men.    Major 
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Williams  now  knew  that  they  might  soon  encounter 
the  Indians,  and  determined  to  send  out  some 
eoouts  in  advance,  to  make  an  investigation.  The 
men  selected  for  the  advance  guard  were  C.  C. 
Carpenter,  J.  M.  Thatcher,  Frank  R.  Mason,  W. 
L.  Church,  W.  K.  Laughlin,  A.  N.  Hathaway, 
William  Defore  and  A.  H.  Johnson,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  J.  N.  Maxwell.  They  started  on 
the  morning  of  March  30th,  and  carried  corn  bread 
to  last  three  days.  They  went  in  a  northward 
direction  and  traveled  about  twelve  miles  by  noon. 
Upon  reaching  an  elevation  one  of  the  men  shouted 
"Indians!'*  Far  in  the  distance  could  be  seen  a 
party  slowly  advancing.  Lieutenant  Maxwell 
quickly  formed  his  men  in  line  for  the  attack  and 
followed  a  high  ridge  to  keep  the  other  party  in 


Mr.  Carver,  also  severely  wounded  in  the  fight  at 
Springfield;  Mrs.  Dr.  Strong  and  child,  who  had 
been  deserted  by  her  craven  husband.  In  the  haste 
of  their  fiight  they  had  taken  but  few  provisions  and 
scanty  clothing.  The  women  had  worn  out  their 
shoes  and  their  dresses  were  worn  into  fringe 
about  their  ankles;  the  children  were  crying  with 
cold  and  hunger,  and  the  wounded  were  in  a  deplor- 
able condition  for  want  of  surgical  aid.  Their  food 
was  entirely  gone;  they  had  no  means  of  making 
fire;  their  clothing  and  blankets  were  wet  and 
freezing,  and  in  their  exhausted  condition  it  is 
hardly  possible  that  many  of  them  could  have  sur- 
vived another  night's  exposure  from  the  fearful 
storm  then  coming  on.  The  refugees  were  so  over- 
come by  the  sudden  transition  from  deadly  peril 
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sight,  who  seemed  to  be  preparing  for  battle. 
Approaching  nearer,  William  L.  Church,  who  was 
in  advance,  suddenly  dropped  his  gun  and  sprang 
forward,  exclaiming,  "My  God  I  there's  my  wife 
and  babies  I" 

G  Governor  Carpenter,  years  afterwards,  thus 
described  the  scene  which  followed: 

"They  had  surrounded  the  ox  sled  in  an  attitude 
of  defense,  as  they  supposed  us  to  be  Indians,  and 
had  resolved  if  overpowered  never  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  savages  alive.  Upon  discovering  that 
we  were  friends,  such  a  heart-rending  scene  I 
never  before  witnessed,  as  the  relatives  and  friends 
of  the  refugees  had  supposed  they  were  dead.  In 
the  party  were  Mrs.  W.  L.  Church  and  her  chil- 
dren; her  sister,  Drusella  Swanger,  shot  through 
the  shoulder;  Mr.  Thomas,  who  had  lost  an  arm; 


and  impending  death  that  seemed  to  confront  them, 
changed  in  an  instant  to  relief  in  their  desperate 
extremity,  that  they  sunk  down  in  the  snow,  crying 
and  laughing  alternately  as  their  deliverers  gath- 
ered around  them.  If  nothing  more  had  been  accom- 
plished by  the  relief  expedition,  every  member 
felt  that  the  salvation  of  eighteen  perishing 
refugees  from  almost  certain  death  from  exposure 
and  starvation  had  richly  repaid  them  for  all  the 
hardships  encountered." 

On  the  31st  the  expedition  pushed  on  northward, 
finding  frequent  indications  of  Indians,  until  it 
reached  the  Granger  house  on  the  west  branch  of 
the  Des  Moines  river,  near  the  Minnesota  line. 
Here  Major  Williams  learned  that  a  company  of 
soldiers  from  Fort  Rldgely  had  been  sent  to  Spring- 
field for  the  protection  of  the  settlers,  and  that  the 
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Indians  had  hastily  fled  to  the  westward.  Learn- 
ing that  the  dead  at  the  lakes  were  still  unhuried, 
Major  Williams  called  for  volunteers  to  go  to  the 
lakes  and  hury  the  mutilated  remains  of  the  massa- 
cred settlers.  Capt  J.  C.  Johnson,  Lieut.  J.  N. 
Maxwell  and  Privates  W.  E.  Burkholder,  J.  M. 
Thatcher,  O.  C.  Howe,  B.  P.  Parmenter,  R.  U. 
Wheelock,  R.  A.  Smith,  W.  K.  LaughWn,  Henry 
Carse,  W.  N.  Ford,  J.  H.  Dailey,  Georgc^P.  Smith, 
O.  C.  Spencer,  S.  Van  Oleve,  C.  Stebblns,  Jesse 
Addington,  R.  McOormack,  W.  R.  Wilson,  James 
Murray,  A.  E.  Burtch,  E.  D.  Kellogg  and  John 
Dailey  promptly  stepped  forward  and  volunteered 
to  perform  that  sad  and  perilous  duty.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2d  of  April  the  command  separated, 
the  main  body  to  return  to  the  Irish  colony,  while 
the  volunteers,  under  Captain  Johnson,  started  for 
the  lakes.  They  reached  East  Okoboji  about  2 
o'clock,  guided  by  Thatcher  to  his  own  cabin, 
where  a  horrible  sight  confronted  him.  His  home 
was  in  ruins,  and  lying  in  the  yard  were  the  dead 
bodies  of  his  friends.  Noble  and  Ryan,  as  they  had 
fallen  three  weeks  before,  when  surprised  and  shot 
down  by  the  treacherous  Sioux.  Inside  of  the 
cabin  nothing  was  left  but  the  ghastly  forms  of  the 
two  little  ones  who  had  been  snatched  from  the 
arms  of  their  terrified  mothers,  Mrs.  Thatcher  and 
Mrs.  Noble,  and  killed  by  the  brutal  savages.  The 
fate  of  the  two  young  mothers,  who  had  been  car- 
ried off  by  the  Sioux,  was  then  unknown.  From 
cabin  to  cabin,  all  through  the  settlement,  the  com- 
pany went,  burying  the  dead  until  all  were  laid 
beneath  the  snow-covered  sod,  twenty-nine  in  num- 
ber. The  bodies  of  Howe,  Luce  and  Clark,  who 
were  killed  south  of  the  lakes  and  some  distance 
from  any  house,  were  not  found  by  this  burial  party. 
Mr.  Marble's  body  had  been  buried  by  the  soldiers 
from  Fort  Ridgely.  Not  a  living  person  was  found 
in  the  entire  settlement.  The  body  of  young  Dr. 
Harriott  was  found  near  Mattock's  cabin  with  his 
rigid  hand  still  grasping  his  broken  rifie,  the  bar- 
rel empty,  where  he  had  fallen  in  a  hand-to-hand 
struggle  with  the  Indians,  while  bravely  fighting  in 
defense  of  the  women  and  children  of  his  neighbors. 
Their  sad  mission  ended,  and  unable  to  learn 
anything  of  the  fate  of  Mrs.  Thatcher,  Mrs.  Noble, 
Mrs.  Marble  or  Abbie  Gardner,  on  the  4th  of  April 
the  burial  party  started  homeward,  their  provisions 
entirely  consumed.  The  weather  had  turned  warm 
and  the  melting  snow  filled  the  sloughs  and  creeks 
with  water,  in  many  places  waist  deep,  through 
which  the  men  had  often  to  wade.  About  4  o'clock 
the  wind,  which  had  been  blowing  warm  from  the 
south,  suddenly  changed  to  the  northwest,  and  in 
half  an  hour  a  howling  blizzard  was  sweeping  down 
upon  the  party.  Their  wet  clothing  was  soon 
frozen  stiff.  Some  of  the  men  had  pulled  off  their 
boots  to  wade  the  sloughs,  while  others  had  cut 
holes  in  theirs  to  let  the  water  run  out.  Many  had 
their  boots  frozen  before  they  could  put  them  on 


and  were  compelled  to  walk  along  through  the 
snow  and  freezing  water  in  their  stockings,  which 
were  soon  worn  out.  As  night  came  on,  the  pierc- 
ing wind  nearly  chilled  them  to  death.  They 
dared  not  lie  down  to  rest,  for  it  was  only  by  violent 
exercise  that  they  were  able  to  keep  warmth  and 
life  in  their  stiffening  limbs  and  bodies.  They 
got  separated  into  two  parties  as  they  marched 
along  in  the  driving  storm,  one  led  by  Captain 
Johnson,  the  other  by  Lieutenant  Maxwell,  as 
darkness  came  upon  them,  and  finally  they  feared 
to  get  lost  if  they  went  on  all  night,  so  they  tramped 
back  and  forth  in  the  blinding  blizzard  until 
morning  in  a  desperate  struggle  to  keep  life  in 
their  benumbed  bodies.  Often  the  weaker  men 
would  fall  down  exhausted  in  the  drifting  snow  and 
stronger  comrades  would  raise  them  up  and  lead 
them  along. 

**  In  the  morning,"  says  Lieutenant  Maxwell,  **  I 
saw  Johnson  and  Burkholder  some  distance  from  us 
going  in  a  southerly  direction,  while  we  were 
traveling  east.  They  were  following  the  directions 
of  an  old  trapper,  and  we  soon  lost  sight  of  them. 
Henry  Carse  became  unconscious  during  the  day 
and  sank  down  in  the  snow,  blood  running  from  his 
mouth.  We  carried  him  to  the  river  timber  where 
a  fire  was  finally  made  by  saturating  a  damp  wad 
with  powder  and  shooting  it  into  the  weeds.  Carse 
was  now  entirely  helpless,  and  when  we  cut  the 
rags  from  his  feet,  the  frozen  flesh  came  off  with 
them." 

As  soon  as  the  fire  was  well  started.  Maxwell  and 
Laughlin,  who  were  the  strongest  of  the  party, 
determined  to  cross  the  river  and  go  to  the  Irish 
colony  for  help.  They  reached  the  settlement  and 
promptly  sent  assistance  to  their  comrades,  who 
were  brought  in  badly  frozen. 

Major  Williams  gives  the  following  account  of 
all  that  was  known  of  the  sad  fate  of  Capt.  J.  C. 
Johnson  and  Wm.  E.  Burkholder.  "G.  P.  Smith 
was  the  last  man  who  saw  them.  He  fell  in  with 
them  after  they  separated  from  the  main  party,  and 
traveled  some  time  with  them.  They  were  very 
much  exhausted  from  wading  ponds  and  sloughs, 
their  clothing  was  frozen  and  covered  with  ice  and 
their  feet  were  badly  frozen.  Unable  to  walk 
farther,  they  finally  sank  down  in  the  snow  and 
Smith  helped  them  to  pull  off  their  frozen  boots. 
They  tore  up  a  part  of  their  blankets  and  wrapped 
the  pieces  about  their  feet,  which  were  very  pain- 
ful. Smith  urged  them  to  get  up  and  make  another 
effort  to  reach  the  Des  Moines  river  timber,  which 
was  in  sight.  But  they  had  become  so  chilled 
through  and  exhausted  by  that  terrible  night's 
tramp  and  their  frozen  limbs  that  they  were  unable 
to  rise,  and  said  they  could  go  no  farther.  After 
doing  everything  in  his  power  to  get  them  on  their 
feet  for  one  more  effort,  Smith  at  last  found  he 
miist  leave  them  to  save  his  own  life.  It  was  a  sad 
parting,  and  after  going  some  distance  Smith  looked 
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back  and  saw  them  still  on  their  knees  in  the  snow, 
apparently  unable  to  arise.  It  is  not  likely  they 
ever  moved  from  the  spot  where  Smith  last  saw 
them,  but  finally  overcome  with  cold  they  sank 
down  side  by  side  and  perished.  Eleven  years 
after,  their  skeletons  were  found  near  where  they 
were  last  seen,  and  identified  by  the  ^uns  and 
powder  fiasks  lying  beside  them. 

The  main  body  of  the  expedition,  which  had 
returned  to  the  Irish  colony,  experienced  no  trouble, 
until  near  night  of  the  second  day's  march.  They 
had  a  short  supply  of  food  and  were  put  upon  half 
rations.  The  water  in  the  river  was  very  high  and 
the  melting  snow  was  filling  the  sloughs  and  creeks. 
When  the  command  reached  Cylender  creek,  late 
in  the  afternoon  of  April  4th,  they  found  it  had 
overflowed  its  banks  and  spread  out  in  the  valley 
a  mile  in  width,  in  places,  and  twelve  feet  deep  in 


vain  search  for  a  better  place  to  cross.  When  help 
and  material  for  a  raft  came,  so  strong  and  cold  was 
the  wind,  and  so  swift  the  current  filled  with 
floating  ice,  that  all  our  efforts  to  build  a  raft 
failed.  It  was  now  dark  and  still  growing  colder, 
and  the  roar  of  the  blinding  storm  was  so  great 
that  we  could  no  longer  hold  communication 
with  our  companions  on  the  other  side.  We 
were  benumbed  with  cold,  utterly  exhausted 
and  three  miles  from  the  nearest  cabin.  We 
were  powerless  to  aid  our  comrades  and  could 
only  now  save  ourselves.  It  was  a  terrible 
walk  in  the  face  of  the  terrific  blizzard,  our  clothes 
frozen,  our  feet  freezing  and  our  strength  gone. 
After  wandering  in  the  storm  until  9  o'clock  we 
fortunately  found  the  cabin.  Here  we  passed  a 
night  that  will  never  be  obliterated  from  my  mem- 
ory.   We  gathered  about  the  fire,  vainly  trying  to 
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the  channel,  with  a  swift  current.  All  efforts  to 
find  a  place  where  it  could  be  crossed  failed.  The 
wind  had  now  suddenly  changed  to  the  northwest 
and  it  was  growing  very  cold.  Captains  Richards 
and  Duncombe  now  saw  serious  work  before  them, 
and  sent  Major  Williams  and  Mr.  Dawson  (both  of 
whom  were  old  men),  back  to  the  settlement,  while 
they  sought  for  some  way  to  get  the  men  over  the 
fiooded  stream.  An  effort  was  made  to  convert  a 
wagon  box  into  a  boat  in  which  to  cross,  with  a 
long  rope  to  establish  a  ferry.  Four  men  undertook 
to  cross  in  it,  but  it  was  swamped  on  the  farther 
shore  and  the  rope  lost,  but  four  men  had  got  across. 
A  mes9enger  was  now  sent  by  them  to  the  nearest 
house  for  help  and  material  for  a  raft.  Captain 
Richards  says:  **The  wind  was  now  blowing  a 
terrific  gale  and  the  cold  was  intense,  so  that  our  wet 
clothing  was  frozen  stiff  upon  us  as  we  traveled  up 
and  down  the  banks  of  the  swollen  current  in  a 


dry  our  frozen  clothing.  We  had  no  blankets,  the 
piercing  wind  was  driving  through  every  crevice 
of  the  cabin,  and  we  walked  the  floor  in  the  most 
intense  anxiety  over  the  fate  of  our  companions 
left  on  the  banks  of  the  creek,  exposed  to  the  fury 
of  the  blizzard  without  shelter,  food  or  Are.  All 
through  the  long  night  we  kept  looking  out  on  the 
wild  storm  in  hopes  it  would  cease,  but  the  cold 
ever  grew  more  intense,  the  wind  howled  more 
fiercely,  and  no  one  could  sleep.  We  knew  that 
Carpenter,  Stratton,  Stevens  and  Wright  were  men 
endowed  with  courage  equal  to  any  emergency,  and 
trusted  they  would  find  some  way  to  keep  the  men 
from  perishing.  Still  the  harrowing  fear  would 
come  over  us  that  in  the  morning  we  should  find 
all  frozen  to  death.  Terrible  visions  of  their  fate 
tortured  us  through  the  long  hours  of  the  night, 
and  with  the  first  dawn  of  day  Duncombe,  Smith, 
Mason   and   I  were  wading   through   the   drifts 
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towards  Cylender  creek.  The  mercury  was  now  28 
degrees  below  zero  and  the  blizzard  still  at  its  wild- 
est fury.  M^ison  gave  out  and  sank  down  in  the 
drifts.  I  got  him  back  to  the  cabin  and  soon  over- 
took the  others.  Strong  ice  was  forming  on  the 
creek  from  the  shore,  and  we  hurried  over  it  to  the 
main  channel,  where  the  current  was  so  swift  the 
ice  was  too  weak  to  bear  us  up.  We  could  go  no 
farther,  could  not  see  across  for  the  drifting  snow, 
and  could  hear  no  sound  on  the  other  side  in 
answer  to  our  loud  shouts.  Our  faces  and  hands 
were  now  freezing  and  we  had  to  return  to  the 
cabin  ^nd  wait  until  the  ice  should  be  strong 
enough  to  support  us.  Towards  night  we  made 
another  vain  effort  to  cross  and  had  to  return  to 
the  cabin  oppressed  with  the  conviction  that  not 
one  of  our  companions  could  survive  until  morning. 
But  soon  after  dark  three  of  them  came  to  the 
cabin  and  reported  all  safe." 

Governor  Carpenter  tells  how  they  managed  to 
save  themselves  from  freezing: 

'*  We  took  the  covers  from  the  wagons  and  some 
tent  canvas;  and  stretching  them  over  the  wheels 
made  a  rude  shelter.  We  then  put  all  of  the 
blankets  together  on  the  snow  and  crowded  in, 
lying  down  close  together  in  our  wet  and  frozen 
clothing,  where  we  remained  from  Saturday  even- 
ing until  Monday  morning,  with  nothing  to  eat 
until  we  reached  the  Shippey  cabin  Monday  noon. 
We  had  waited  until  the  ice  was  frozen  over  Cylen- 
der creek  hard  enough  to  bear  up  our  teams  and 
loaded  wagons.  I  have  since  marched  with  armies 
from  Cairo  to  Atlanta,  and  up  to  Richmond,  some- 
times traveling  continuously  for  three  or  four  days 


and  nights,  with  only  a  brief  halt  occasionally  to 
give  the  exhausted  soldiers  a  chance  to  boil  a  cup 
of  coffee.  Under  burning  suns,  through  rain,  sleet 
and  snow,  we  endured  great  suffering;  but  never  in 
all  the  weary  years  could  our  sufferings  be  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  two  terrible  days  and  nights 
we  endured  on  the  banks  of  Cylender  creek." 

Lieutenant  Mason  says: 

"How  we  survived  those  fearful  nights  I  do  not 
know,  with  the  mercury  down  to  34  degrees  below 
zero  the  last  night.  The  poor  boys  were  slowly 
freezing  and  many  of  them  were  insane;  I  think 
all  of  us  were  more  or  less  insane  the  last  night. 
The  tongues  of  many  of  them  were  hanging  out  and 
the  blood  oozing  out  of  the  mouth  or  nose  as  we  got 
up  the  last  morning." 

The  command  now  broke  up  into  small  parties 
and  scattered  out  over  the  country.  In  no  other 
way  could  they  find  food  from  the  scanty  supply  the 
few  settlers  had  who  lived  along  the  river.  The 
sufferings  of  some  of  the  parties  reached  the  last 
degree  of  endurance  as  they  traveled  homeward. 
But  for  help  from  the  settlers,  who  divided  the  last 
they  had,  many  must  have  perished.  But  all 
finally  reached  their  homes  except  Johnson  and 
Burkholder,  though  many  were  badly  frozen. 


Capt.  John  F.  Duncombe,  thirty  years  after- 
wards, truly  wrote: 

"For  severe  hardships,  continuous  toil,  con- 
stant exposure,  bodily  and  mental  suffering,  I  do 
not  believe  it  has  ever  been  surpassed  by  men  who 
have  risked  their  lives  to  rescue  their  fellow  men 
from  peril  and  death.*' 


Chapter  IX. 


Fowr  Yowfig  Women  Captivei^Barbarous  TreatmerU  by  the  Indians— Tvx>  of  Them  Murdered— Bescue  of 
the  Others, 


FATE  OF  THE  CAPTIVE  WOMEN. 

While  the  events  recorded  in  the  last  chapter 
were  transpiring,  four  young  women,  dragged  from 
their  homes  by  the  merciless  butchers  of  their 
families,  were  cowering  in  the  Indian  camps. 
Soon  after  their  defeat  at  the  Thomas  cabin  the 
Sioux  returned  loaded  with  plunder  from  the  set- 
tlement at  Springfield  and  moved  westward.  The 
squaws,  ponies,  and  captive  women  were  heavily 
loaded  down  with  packages  and  driven  along  by 
the  cruel  warriors  like  beasts  of  burden.  Mrs. 
Thatcher  was  sick  with  a  burning  fever  and  barely 
able  to  walk,  but  the  merciless  savages  fastened  a 
large  load  upon  her  back  which  she  staggered 
under,  through  the  deep  snow,  and  waded  the  icy 
streams,  sometimes  waist  deep.    When  the  Indians 


went  into  camp  the  four  young  women,  who  were 
exhausted  by  the  day's  march,  were  driven  like 
slaves  to  gather  and  cut  up  wood  for  the  fires,  and 
do  all  kinds  of  camp  drudgery,  until  they  often 
sank  down  exhausted.  When  Mrs.  Thatcher  could 
go  no  longer  she  was  lathed  to  the  back  of  a  pony 
and  carried  along.  But  she  bore  her  sufferings 
with  great  fortitude  in  the  knowledge  that  her 
husband  had  escaped  the  massacre  and  would  do  all 
in  his  power  for  her  rescue.  On  the  third  day  the 
Indians  discovered  that  they  were  pursued  by  a 
company  of  soldiers.  The  warriors  prepared  for 
battle  while  the  squaws  hastily  tore  down  the  tents 
and  hid  among  the  willows.  One  Indian  was  left 
with  the  captive  women,  with  orders  to  hUl  them 
when  the  attack  began!  An  Indian  sentinel  in  a  tree 
watched  the  soldiers  and  signalled  their  movements 
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to  the  Sioux  warriors.  After  an  hour  and*a'half  of 
intense  exoitement  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  and 
captives,  it  became  known  that  the  soldiers  had 
turned  back  and  abandoned  the  pursuit.  This  was 
a  detachment  of  twenty-four  soldiers  under  Lieu- 
tenant Murray,  which  had  been  sent  out  by  Capt. 
Barnard  E.  Bee,  from  Springfield,  in  pursuit  of 
the  Indians.  Captain  Bee  had  arrived  from  Fort 
Ridgely  and  secured  two  half-breed  guides  for 
Lieutenant  Murray.  They  reached  the  grove  at 
3  p.  M.,  at  which  the  Indians  had  camped  the  night 
before.  Lieutenant  Murray,  upon  examination  of 
the  camp  ground,  believed  he  was  close  to  the 
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Indians,  but  his  treacherous  guides  assured  him 
the  trail  was  three  days  old  and  that  further  pur- 
suit was  hopeless.  Thus  deceived,  Murray  turned 
back  when  actually  in  sight  of  the  Indian  sentinel, 
who  was  watching  his  movements.  The  Sioux 
were  in  ambush  in  superior  numbers  and  well 
armed,  so  that  the  result  of  a  battle  would  have 
been  doubtful,  but  would  have  caused  the  instant 
death  of  the  captive  women.  But  the  Indians 
were  thoroughly  alarmed  and  fled  for  two  days  and 
nights  without  stopping.  The  poor  captives  suffered 
greatly  in  this  hurried  retreat.  Kept  on  the  con- 
stant march,  wading  through  deep  snows  and 
swollen  streams,  cold,  hungry  and  worn  out,  it  is 
a  wonder  that  they  survived.  Before  they  reached 
the  Big  Sioux  river  the  horses  taken  from  the 
murdered  settlers  had  starved  to  death,  their 
bodies  were  cut  up  for  food,  and  the  loads  they  had 


carried  were  transferred  to  the  backs  of  the  squaws 
and  the  white  captives. 

Six  weeks  of  the  most  intense  suffering  and  hor- 
rors unspeakable  had  now  been  endured  by  the  four 
young  women  in  the  hands  of  the  savages  when 
they  reached  the  river.  As  they  were  preparing 
to  cross,  an  Indian  came  up  to  Mrs.  Thatcher,  who 
was  carrying  a  heavy  load,  and  took  the  pack  from 
her  shoulders  and  ordered  her  to  go  onto  the  drift- 
wood bridge  in  the  Sioux  river.  She  saw  from  his 
manner  that  some  harm  was  intended.  She  turned 
to  her  companions  and  tenderly  bade  them  "  good- 
bye," saying,  '*  If  any  of  you  escape  to  reach  home, 
tell  my  dear  husband  that  I  wanted  to  live  for  his 
sake.''  The  savage  then  drove  her  along  before 
him,  and  when  about  half  way  across  he  seized  Mrs. 
Thatcher  and  hurled  her  into  the  river.  With 
wonderful  strength  and  courage,  she  swam  in  the 
icy  current  until  she  reached  and  clung  to  a  fallen 
tree  on  the  shore.  Some  more  of  the  merciless  sav- 
ages came  along  and  beat  the  poor  woman  off  with 
clubs,  and  with  tent  poles  pushed  her  out  into  the 
swift  current  again.  But  again  the  brave  woman 
swam  for  the  opposite  shore,  where  the  cruel 
wretches  beat  her  back  into  the  rapids.  As  she 
was  carried  along  by  the  current,  the  brutal  sav- 
ages ran  along  the  shore  throwing  stones  and  clubs 
at  the  exhausted,  drowning  woman,  until  one  of  the 
warriors  raised  his  rifle  and  shot  her  as  she  clung 
to  some  driftwood. 

The  annals  of  Indian  barbarity  nowhere  record 
a  more  inhuman  crime  than  this  wanton  murder  of 
Mrs.  Thatcher,  without  the  least  pretense  of  prov- 
ocation, after  her  heroic  endurance  of  suffering 
and  horrors  the  recital  of  which  is  impossible.  She 
was  but  19  years  of  age,  a  lovely  girl  in  the  bloom 
of  youth,  who  had  come  with  her  husband  to  make 
a  home  on  the  beautiful,  wooded  shore  of  Okoboji. 
Mrs.  Noble  and  Mrs.  Thatcher  bad  been  intimate 
friends  in  their  girlhood  days.  They  had  married 
cousins,  and  together  had  moved  to  the  distant 
frontier  with  bright  anticipations  of  long  and  happy 
lives  in  each  other's  society.  Now,  as  Mrs.  Noble 
closed  her  eyes  to  shut  out  the  horrors  of  the  dying 
struggles  of  her  dearest  friend,  and  thought  .of  her 
murdered  husband,  child,  father,  mother,  brother 
and  sister,  she  felt  that  death  would  be  a  welcome 
relief  for  a  load  of  misery  she  could  not  endure. 
That  night  she  begged  Mrs.  Marble  and  Abbie  to 
go  with  her  and  end  their  sufferings  beneath  the 
dark  waters  of  the  river  where  her  last  friend  had 
perished.  From  that  day  Mrs.  Noble's  despair  led 
her  to  hope  for  speedy  death  as  the  only  release 
from  the  horrors  that  every  night  brought  to  the 
helpless  captives. 

When  news  of  the  massacre  at  the  lakes  and 
the  captivity  of  four  white  women  reached  the 
Indian  agency  on  Yellow  Medicine  river,  the  agent, 
Charles  E.  Flandreau,  S.  R  Riggs  and  Dr.  Thomas 
Williamson,  missionaries,  began  to  devise  plans 
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for  the  rescue  of  the  captives.  Two  friendly  In- 
dians had  visited  the  Sioux  camp  and  there  seen 
the  white  women,  and  at  once  opened  negotiations 
for  their  purchase.  They  finally  succeeded  in  buy- 
ing Mrs.  Marble.  On  the  morning  of  May  6th  Mrs. 
Marble  learned  that  she  had  been  sold  by  Inkpa- 
dutah  to  two  strange  Indians.  She  told  Abbie  and 
Mrs.  Noble,  and  had  a  hope  that  she  was  to  be 
taken  to  a  white  settlement.  As  she  bade  her 
companions  a  sorrowful  ** good-bye,**  Mrs.  Marble 
Assured  them  that  if  she  should  reach  a  white  set- 
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tlement  she  would  do  all  in  her  power  for  their 
rescue. .  Mrs.  Marble  was  taken  to  the  agency  at 
Yellow  Medicine,  where  after  several  weeks  she 
was  ransomed  by  Mr.  Riggs  and  Dr.  Williamson, 
who  paid  the  Indians  $1,000  for  her  release.  This 
money  had  been  raised  by  Major  Flandreau.  Mrs. 
Marble  at  once  proceeded  to  do  all  in  her  power 
for  the  rescue  of  her  companions.  Major  Fland- 
reau undertook  the  work  in  their  behalf  and  se- 
cured an  appropriation  of  $10,000  by  the  Minnesota 
legislature,  to  be  used  by  the  governor  to  secure 
the  rescue  of  the  captives.  Large  rewards  were 
offered  to  friendly  Indians  who  would  secure  their 
release,  and  volunteers  came  forward  at  once.  Ma- 
jor Flandreau  procured  an  outfit,  and  on  the  23d  of 


May  they  started  out  with  instructions  to  purchase 
the  white  women  at  any  price.  Four  companies  of 
soldiers  were  ordered  at  once  to  be  marched  from 
Fort  Ridgely  as  near  Inkpadutah's  camp  as  was  pru- 
dent, to  fall  upon  the  Sioux  as  soon  as  the  captives 
were  secured,  and  exterminate  the  perpetrators  of 
the  massacre  if  possible.  But  just  as  the  troops 
were  ready  to  start,  orders  came  for  them  to  join 
General  Johnston*s  Utah  expedition,  and  Inkpadu- 
tah  and  his  band  were  permitted  to  go  unpunished. 
While  these  events  were  transpiring  the  two 
captive  women  were  being  taken  farther  into  the 
wilds  of  Dakota,  and  became  hopeless  of  rescue. 
One  evening  after  the  two  women  had  gone  to  their 
tent.  Roaring  Cloud,  son  of  the  chief,  came  in  and 
ordered  Mrs.  Noble  to  come  with  him  to  his  tepee. 
She  indignantly  refused  to  go.  He  seized  her  and 
attempted  to  drag  her  along  but  she  resisted  with 
all  her  strength.  She  determined  then  and  there 
to  end  her  wretched  existence  if  need  be,  before 
she  would  again  submit  to  the  horrors  from  which 
there  seemed  no  other  escape.  She  alone  of  the 
helpless  captives  had  always  resisted  the  brutal 
savages  until  her  strength  was  exhausted  and  she 
was  finally  overpowered.  Since  the  murder  of  her 
friend,  Mrs.  Thatcher,  she  had  felt  her  wretched 
life  a  burden  too  great  to  be  endured,  and  could  see 
no  release  from  its  horrors  but  in  death.  This  night 
she  nerved  herself  to  end  it  in  one  stern  struggle. 
Wild  with  rage  at  her  heroic  resistance,  the  young 
savage  dragged  Mrs.  Noble  out  of  the  tent,  seized 
a  club  and  beat  her  head  again  and  again  in  all  the 
strength  of  his  fury,  leaving  her  mangled  form  by 
the  door  of  the  tent.  For  half  an  hour  her  dying 
moans  reached  the  ears  of  the  terrified  girl  Abbie, 
who  was  cowering  in  a  corner,  now  left  entirely 
alone  with  the  brutal  savages.  The  next  morning 
Indians  took  the  scalp  of  the  murdered  woman  with 
her  long  braids  of  hair  hanging  to  It,  and  otherwise 
mutilated  her  body,  then  left  it  to  be  devoured  by 
the  wolves.  Abbie  now  abandoned  all  hope,  expect- 
ing any  day  to  share  the  fate  of  her  last  companion. 
But  powerful  friends  were  at  work  for  her  rescue, 
urged  on  by  Mrs.  Marble.  Major  Flandreau  had 
procured  Indian  goods  in  great  abundance  to  tempt 
them,  and  had  selected  three  of  the  most  trusty  of 
the  race  to  proceed  with  all  possible  haste  to  over- 
take Inkpadutah's  band.  John  Other  Day  led  the 
party  and  on  the  30th  of  May  they  reached  the 
vicinity  of  the  Sioux  camp,  secreting  their  team 
and  wagon.  They  entered  the  village  and  soon 
learned  there  was  but  one  white  woman  now  left. 
After  three  days*  negotiations  they  succeeded  in 
purchasing  Miss  Gardner.  They  took  her  to  St. 
Paul  and  delivered  her  to  Governor  Medary  and 
received  $1,200  for  their  faithful  services  in  rescu- 
ing the  last  of  the  surviving  captives.  The  two 
women  who  were  rescued  never  recovered  from  the 
brutal  treatment  they  endured  while  in  captivity. 
While  their  lives  were  spared,  their  bodily  and 
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meDtal  sufferiDgs  could  only  end  with  death. 
Abbie  never  saw  Mrs.  Marble  after  her  release 
from  captivity,  but  found  Mr.  Thatcher  and  con- 
veyed to  him  the  last  message  of  his  young  wife, 
and  the  full  particulars  of  her  cruel  fate.  At 
Hampton  she  found  her  sister  Eliza  who  made  her 
escape  with  the  refugees  from  Springfield  after 
their  successful  defense  against  the  Indians.  In 
1885,  Abbie  Gardner  Sharp  wrote,  and  had  pub- 
lished, a  book  containing  a  full  history  of  the  mas- 
sacre at  the  lakes,  the  captivity  and  sufferings  of 


in  Indian  captivity,  none  have  surpassed  the  suffer- 
ings of  Elizabeth  Thatcher,  Lydia  Noble,  Abigail 
Gardner  and  Margaret  A.  Marble. 

A  son  of  the  Indian  chief  Sidominadotah  (who 
was  murdered  with  his  family  by  Henry  Lott,  the 
desperado,)  saved  the  lives  of  the  family  of  John  B. 
Skinner,  who  had  settled  at  the  lakes.  Mr.  Skin- 
ner had  often  befriended  this  boy.  Josh,  who  was 
badly  wounded  by  Lott  when  his  father  and  family 
were  massacred.  He  recovered,  and  at  times 
found  a  home  at  Skinner's.  When  his  uncle,  Ink- 


Che-  Ten-Maga,  Rescuer  of  Abbie  Gardner. 


the  enslaved  women  and  the  defense  at  Springfield, 
from  which  many  of  the  facts  in  this  sketch  were 
obtained. 

Of  all  the  narratives  of  Indian  massacres  and 
barbarities  that  for  more  than  200  years  have 
marked  the  settlement  of  our  country,  there  are  no 
pages  in  the  bloody  record  more  thrilling  or 
pathetic  than  those  recording  the  horror  attending 
the  extermination  of  the  first  colony  planted  on  the 
beautiful  shores  of  Okoboji  and  Spirit  lakes  in 
1857.    Of  all  the  horrors  endured  by  white  women 


padutah,  planned  his  terrible  massacre  of  the  Oko- 
boji settlement.  Josh  learned  his  intentions  and 
warned  Mr.  Skinner  of  danger,  and  was  so  persist- 
ent and  earnest  in  his  entreaties  that  Mr.  Skinner 
moved  his  family  back  to  Liberty,  and  so  escaped 
the  massacre.  Whether  Mr.  Skinner  notified  his 
neighbors  of  the  impending  danger,  is  not  known. 
Josh  also  warned  Mr.  Carter,  of  Emmet  county,  of 
the  danger,  and  spent  a  part  of  that  winter  in  Kos- 
suth county.  Josh  was  seen  and  recognized  by 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Thomas  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
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attack  upon  their  house  at  Springfield.  He  was 
undoubtedly  engaged  in  the  massacre  at  the  lakes. 
In  1862  Josh  was  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  terri- 
ble Minnesota  massacres  with  a  band  at  Lake 
Shetech,  which  nearly  exterminated  that  settle- 
ment. Thus  we  can  trace  back  to  Henry  Lett's 
massacre  of  Sidominadot ah  and  his  family ,  the  inspir- 
ing motive  which  led  the  surviving  relatives  of  the 
murdered  chief  to  visit  upon  the  innocent  pioneers 
of  Okoboji  and  Springfield  a  most  terrible  venge- 
ance. Forty-one  innocent  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren were  the  direct  victims  who  perished  for  Lott*s 
crimes,  while  the  sufferings  of  the  captives,  rela- 
tives, and  members  of  the  relief  expedition,  make  up 
a  fearful  record  of  misery  seldom,  if  ever,  surpassed. 
It  can  never  be  known  how  many  of  Inkpadu- 


tah's  band  were  killed.  But  we  know  that  Roar- 
ing Cloud,  who  murdered  Mrs.  Noble,  was  riddled 
by  bullets  from  Lieutenant  Murray's  soldiers;  and 
the  friendly  Sioux  claimed  to  have  killed  three 
more  of  the  fiends.  It  is  probable  that  a  few  were 
killed  by  Dr.  Harriott,  Snyder  and  Mattock,  and 
Mrs.  Church  shot  one  at  the  Thomas  house  siege. 
As  Inkpadutah*s  band  was  among  the  most  fero^ 
cious  of  the  butchers  in  the  Minnesota  massacres  in 
1862,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  some  of  them  were 
among  the  Indians  killed  by  the  soldiers,  or  among 
the  thirty  who  were  hung  at  Mankato.  Inkpadu- 
tah  himself  escaped  all  punishment  for  unparalleled 
barbarities,  and  was  last  seen  among  the  Sioux 
who  fled  to  the  far  west  before  General  Sibley's 
army  in  1863. 


Chapter  X. 

Horse  Thieves— Begulators  of  ISSr—Lynching  of  Page^  Conklinf  ChUe^    Warren^  Soper^  Oleason,  and 
Boberis—A  Eeign  of  Terror— Brave  McColUmgh  ends  it. 


From  1840  to  1857  a  region  of  country  extending 
from  the  Big  Woods  in  Jacluon  county  through 
the  eastern  parts  of  Jones  and  Cedar  and  the  west- 
em  portions  of  Clinton  and  Scott  counties,  had  been 
infested  with  suspicious  characters  who  were 
believed  to  l>e  connected  with  a  gang  of  horse 
thieves,  robbers  and  counterfeiters.  Many  crimes 
had  been  committed  in  that  region  and  it  seemed  to 
be  impossible  to  convict  and  punish  those  arrested 
and  believed  to  be  guilty.  Those  suspected  generally 
lived  in  the  sparsely  settled  sections  where  brush 
and  timber  enabled  them  to  conceal  their  move- 
ments and  secrete  the  stolen  property,  and  hide 
from  officers  sent  to  arrest  them.  In  1856  and  1857 
a  large  number  of  horses  had  been  stolen  from 
farmers  in  that  section  of  the  state,  causing  much 
distress.  Most  of  the  farmers  were  poor  men 
struggling  to  make  new  homes  on  the  wild  prairies 
and  support  their  families  while  bringing  the  new 
land  under  cultivation.  Common  horses  cost  from 
$200  to  1300  for  a  team,  and  the  loss  of  a  horse  or 
a  team  in  those  days  of  general  poverty  meant  deep 
distress,  and  often  left  the  farmer  without  means 
to  cultivate  his  land  or  save  his  crops.  The  hard- 
ships thus  brought  upon  many  hard  working  people 
became  so  serious  that  the  neighbors  at  last  deter- 
mined to  organize  for  their  own  protection.  Fre- 
quent arrests  had  been  made,  but  the  employment 
of  the  best  lawyers  and  the  assistance  of  confeder- 
ates as  witnesses  and  jurymen  had  generally 
enabled  the  guilty  parties  to  escape  conviction  and 
punishment.  This  emboldened  the  thieves  to  con- 
tinue their  depredations  and  exasperated  the 
settlers  to  organize  associations  and  band  together 
to  hunt  down  and  punish  the  lawless  men  who  were 


robbing  them.  The  people  who  thus  organized 
became  known  as  "  regulators  "  or  "  vigilance  com- 
mittees," and  eventually  a  large  majority  of  the 
farmers  in  that  section  infested  with  thieves, 
l)ecame  members  of  these  organizations.  The  little 
country  village  of  Big  Rock,  near  the  corners  of 
Scott,  Clinton  and  Cedar  counties,  was  for  some 
time  the  headquarters  of  the  regulators.  Here 
many  meetings  were  held  and  plans  laid  for  the 
detection  and  summary  punishment  of  the  thieves. 
No  records  were  kept  of  their  proceedings  and  no 
member  of  the  organizations  has  ever  been  known 
to  divulge  the  full  proceedings  of  their  meetings, 
or  the  names  of  their  officers  or  meml>er8.  Hence 
it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  give  anything  like  a 
complete  and  reliable  history  of  their  doings. 

Alonzo  Page  was  a  young  married  man  who 
lived  in  a  log  house  near  the  east  line  of  Cedar 
county,  about  two  miles  southeast  of  the  present 
town  of  Lowden  on  the  North- Western  railroad. 
His  house  was  built  in  the  scattering  timber  called 
the  ^*  barrens,"  and  he  had  a  small  farm  under  cul- 
tivation about  it.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  indus- 
trious young  man,  and  frequently  worked  out  among 
his  neighbors  during  haying  and  harvest.  He  had 
in  some  way  incurred  the  enmity  of  a  man  named 
Corry,  living  over  on  Rock  creek.  Soon  after  the 
organization  of  the  regulators, Corry  joined  them  and 
circulated  a  report  that  Alonzo  Page  was  connected 
with  a  gang  of  horse  thieves.  Believing  the  report, 
in  June,  1857,  some  of  the  regulators  rode  over  to  the 
Page  cabin  and  notified  him  that  he  must  leave  the 
country.  When  informed  of  the  charge  against 
him.  Page  solemnly  protested  his  innocence  and 
refused  to  he  driven  from  his  home.    But  he  was 
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told  that  he  must  go  by  a  certain  time  or  suffer  the 
ooDsequenoes.  He  consulted  some  of  his  neighbors, 
after  the  regulators  had  gone,  and  they  advised  him 
to  pay  no  attention  to  the  notice  or  threats.  One 
night,  sometime  after,  Mr.  Page  heard  the  tramp  of 
horses  and  the  voices  of  several  men  about  his 
cabin.  Looking  out  of  the  window  he  saw  a  large 
body  of  horsemen  apparently  surrounding  his  cabin. 
Soon  heavy  raps  came  on  the  door  and  a  demand 
that  he  should  open  it.  •  He  inquired  what  was 
wanted  and  got  no  satisfactory  reply.  Mrs.  Page, 
who  was  in  bed  very  sick,  became  greatly  alarmed 
for  the  safety  of  her  husband.  There  was  no  way 
to  notify  his  neighbors  or  procure  their  assistance. 
The  heaVy  pounding  on  the  door  continued  with 
threats  that  it  would  be  broken  down  unless  it  was 
opened.  Mr.  Page  went  to  the  window  and  told  the 
mob  that  his  wife  was  very  sick  and  that  he  could 
not  permit  her  to  be  terrified  by  strange  men  com- 


Mr.  Corry,  who  instigated  the  raid  on  the  house. 
The  regulators  were  led  to  believe  that  Mr.  Page 
was  connected  with  the  horse  thieves  and  they 
expected  to  be  able  to  drive  him  out  of  the  country; 
but  conscious  of  his  own  innocence  he  refused  to  be 
driven  from  his  home  and  died  in  its  defense. 

The  next  victim  was  Peter  Conklin,  who  had 
committed  many  crimes  in  Johnson  county  and 
vicinity,  and  was  believed  to  be  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  gang  of  horse  thieves.  A  band  of  regu- 
lators was  scouring  the  country  near  Yankee  run, 
in  Cedar  county,  on  the  27th  of  June  and  came  upon 
Conklin  in  the  woods,  on  horseback.  He  fled,  was 
pursued,  overtaken,  shot  down  and  instantly  killed. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  he  was  a  desperado  of  a 
very  dangerous  character. 

Charles  Clute,  a  carpenter,  living  on  a  farm 
nine  miles  northeast  of  Tipton,  fell  under  suspicion 
and  suffered  persecution,  if  not  death,  at  the  hands 


The  sod  house  of  the  pioneer. 


ing  into  the  house.  He  now  realized  his  danger  in 
view  of  the  threats  that  had  been  made  at  the 
former  visit  of  the  regulators,  and  prepared  to  make 
the  best  defense  he  could,  for  he  felt  sure  his  life 
would  not  be  safe  if  he  went  out  in  the  dark  among 
the  mob.  He  barricaded  the  door  as  well  as  he 
could  and  loaded  his  double-barrel  gun  with  buck- 
shot, determined  to  make  the  best  defense  in  his 
power.  The  door  was  soon  broken  down  by  the 
regulators,  and  Page  stood  at  the  opening,  gun  in 
hand,  to  defend  his  home  and  wife  the  best  he 
could.  But  as  soon  as  he  appeared  in  sight  a  rifle 
ball  pierced  his  body  and  he  fell  in  the  doorway 
mortally  wounded.  The  regulators  then  hastily 
retreated,  leaving  the  dying  man  and  his  frantic, 
sick  wife  to  their  fate.  It  was  not  believed  that  the 
regulators  engaged  in  this  tragic  affair  went  to  the 
house  intending  to  murder  Mr.  Page,  and  several  of 
them  declared  that  the   fatal  shot  was  fired  by 


of  the  regulators.  He  married  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Denson,  a  widow,  and  for  several  years 
attended  to  her  business.  They  kept  a  hotel  and 
had  a  large  farm.  The  widow  finally  married  J.  A. 
Warner  and  the  two  men  worked  harmoniously 
together  at  farming,  building  and  hotel-keeping. 
One  day  in  the  winter  of  1856,  a  peddler  named 
Johnson,  stopped  at  the  Denson  house,  and,  being 
blockaded  by  a  snowstorm,  remained  several  days. 
Some  months  later,  Johnson  came  there  again  with 
a  good  team  and  left  it  to  be  sold  by  Mr.  Clute. 
Some  time  after  Johnson  was  arrested  and  taken  to 
Wisconsin,  charged  with  horse  stealing.  As  Mr. 
Clute  had  sold  the  horses  for  Johnson,  some  of  his 
neighbors  caused  his  arrest,  charging  that  he  was 
an  accomplice  of  Johnson's.  But  no  evidence 
appeared  against  him  and  he  was  released.  One 
night  a  gang  of  men  came  to  the  house,  called  him 
out,  seized  and  bound  him,  conveyed  him  into  the 
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woods  and  gave  him  a  terrible  whipping.  He  ' 
then  released  and  returned  home*  Late  in  the 
suminer  Mr.  Clute  was  again  arrested,  charged  with 
selling  stolen  horses  for  Johnson,  but  no  evidence 
could  be  found  to  sustain  the  charge  and  he  was 
released.  After  the  organization  of  the  regulators 
in  1857,  Mr.  Gluteus  old  enemies  moved  against  him 
again.  As  he  and  Warner  were  building  a  house 
in  Scott  county,  the  regulators  seized  them  one  day 
and  took  them  across  the  Wapsipinicon  river  off 
into  the  woods,  near  the  residence  of  Bennett  War- 
ren, and  gave  them  a  trial  for  harboring  horse 


were  stolen,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  was 
entirely  innocent  of  all  charges  made  against  him. 
It  was  believed,  by  his  friends,  that  he  never  got 
out  of  Scott  county,  but  met  his  death  at  the  hands 
of  the  regulators.  On  the  other  hand,  many 
believed  that  Mr.  Clute  had  become  convinced  that 
his  life  was  in  danger  from  the  regulators,  and  that 
his  only  safety  was  in  going  to  some  distant  state, 
and  that  he  did  so.  But  this  does  not  explain  the 
facts  that  his  family  never  heard  from  him  and 
were  unable  to  find  any  trace  of  him  in  all  the  years 
that  have  passed  since. 


Wafer's  had/uniace,  near  Dubuque^  constructed  in  1834.     The  first  hearth  lead  furnace  in  Iowa  and  the  second  in  America. 


thieves,  but  again  no  evidence  could  be  found  to 
sustain  the  charge.  But  the  regulators  decreed 
that  they  must  leave  the  country.  They  were  com- 
pelled to  witness  the  hanging  of  old  Mr.  Warren 
and  then  taken  to  Big  Rock  and  kept  at  Goddard*s 
tavern  over  night.  Terrified  by  the  tragedy  they 
had  seen  enacted  by  the  regulators  the  day  before, 
they  were  intimidated  into  promising  to  leave  the 
country.  In  a  few  days  Mr.  Clute  disappeared  and 
was  never  afterwards  seen  or  heard  of  by  his 
family. 

When  Johnson  was  brought  to  trial,  it  was 
proved  that  Mr.  Clute  was  in  no  way  implicated 
with  him,  and  had  no  knowledge  that  the  horses 


LYNCHING  OP  BENNETT  WARREN. 

In  1857  there  was  living  in  Clinton  county,  about 
four  miles  northeast  of  Wheatland,  near  the  Wapsi- 
pinicon river,  a  farmer  named  Bennett  Warren. 
He  was  about  60  years  of  age  and  an  old  settler  in 
that  region.  He  kept  a  sort  of  public  house,  enter- 
taining travelers.  Some  in  that  vicinity  suspected 
that  he  was  in  some  way  connected  with  the  gang 
of  horse  thieves  that  was  believed  to  infest  that 
region.  It  was  reported  that  strangers  were  fre- 
quently seen  at  his  house  who  were  believed  to 
belong  to  the  gang.  The  regulators  were  deter- 
mined to  make  a  terrible  example  of  any  person 
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found  guilty  of  stealing  horses  or  harboring  horse 
thieves.  On  the  24th  of  June  several  hundred  of 
the  regulators  had  assembled  and  taken  Mr.  Clute 
and  Mr.  Warner  from  Scott  county  over  into  Clin- 
ton, to  try  them  upon  charges  made  against  them. 
Not  finding  any  evidence  against  them,  the  regu- 
lators went  to  Warren's  house,  seized  him  and 
orgfanized  a  court  of  their  own  to  try  him  on 
charges  of  being  connected  with  horse  thieves. 
They  selected  a  jury  from  their  own  number  of 
twelve  men,  and  went  through  the  forms  of  a  trial. 
R.  H.  Randall,  a  well  known,  respectable  and  intel- 
ligent farmer  of  Clinton  county,  presided  over  all 
of  their  deliberations.  Mr.  Warren  had  no  voice 
in  the  selection  of  the  jury,  was  given  no  time  or 
opportunity  to  prepare  a  defense  or  to  procure 
counsel  to  aid  or  advise  him.  Witnesses  were 
brought  forward  to  convict  him,  but  no  chance  was 
given  him  to  bring  witnessess  in  his  own  behalf. 
It  is  not  strange,  that  after  such  a  trial,  the  jury 
found  him  guilty  of  all  charges  brought  against 
him.  The  chairman  then  called  upon  all  who  were 
in  favor  of  administering  punishment  to  step  to  one 
side  of  the  road,  and  all  voted  for  punishment. 
Then  came  a  vote  on  the  nature  of  the  punishment. 
There  were  two  propositions  made— one  to  whip 
him,  the  other  to  hang  him.  The  vote  was  taken 
the  same  way  as  before.  The  accounts  now  dis- 
agree as  to  what  followed.  The  history  of  Clinton 
county  says: 

•*  At  first  the  majority  was  largely  for  the  milder 
punishment.  Those  who  favored  the  extreme 
measure  said:  '  What  satisfaction  will  there  be  in 
whipping  an  old,  gray-haired  man?  What  good 
will  come  of  it?  We  are  here  to  protect  our 
property  aod  deter  others  from  these  crimes.'  As 
the  arguments  progressed  one  by  one,  in  knots  of 
two  and  three,  the  people  passed  over  the  road  so 
fateful  to  the  doomed  man,  who  was  a  silent  witness 
to  these  proceedings,  until  a  clear  majority  stood 
for  the  death  sentence.  A  rope  was  then  placed 
around  Warren's  neck,  and  he  was  asked  if  he  had 
anything  to  say.  His  only  response  was:  ^  I  am  an 
old  man,  and  you  cannot  cheat  me  out  of  many 
years. '  The  rope  was  then  thrown  over  a  limb, 
men  seized  it,  and  amid  silence  that  was  awe-inspir- 
ing, the  signal  was  given,  and  Bennett  Warren  was 
ushered  into  eternity." 

The  body,  cold  in  death,  was  then  taken  down 
by  the  executioners,  carried  to  the  house  and  left 
with  his  agonized  wife  and  terror-stricken  children, 
who  were  helpless  witnesses  of  the  fearful,  merci- 
less tragedy. 

R.  H.  Randall,  who  presided  at  the  trial,  lived 
on  Rock  Creek  where,  for  half  a  century,  he  has 
been  known  as  a  citizen  of  the  highest  standing,  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  tragedy:  *'  When  the 
jury  found  Warren  guilty,  the  question  arose,  what 
shall  be  done  with  him?  Many  motions  were  made 
and  voted  down,  when  some  one  moved  that  he  be 


hung.  When  the  vote  was  to  be  taken  on  this 
motion  I  requested  all  who  were  in  favor  of  hang- 
ing to  walk  over  to  the  east  side  of  the  road,  and  all 
opposed  to  go  to  the  west  side.  Only  a  few  went  to 
the  west  side.  I  was  astonished  and  did  not  indorse 
the  decision.  I  got  up  on  a  wagon  and  began  to 
tell  my  reasons  for  opposing  the  vote  as  best  I  could, 
for  about  ten  minutes,  and  was  making  many 
changes  of  votes  when  a  man  came  to  me  and  said, 
'Randall,  if  you  don't  stop  that  you  will  be  shot 
inside  of  five  minutes.'  I  replied,  *one  murder  is 
enough,'  and  ran  out  of  sight." 

This  statement  of  the  judge  who  presided  at  the 
trial  shows  most  conclusively  that  some  members 
of  that  band  of  regulators  were  bloodthirsty  and 
determined  to  take  Mr.  Warren's  life  if  they  had 
to  murder  a  member  of  their  own  company  to  bring 
it  about. 

LYNCHING  OF  GLEASON  AND  SOPER. 

In  1857,  Edward  Soper  was  a  young  man  living 
three  miles  southeast  of  Tipton,  and  AlonzoGleason 
was  staying  at  various  places  in  that  vicinity,  hav- 
ing no  regular  occupation.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year  these  two  young  men,  in  company  with  three 
other  bad  characters,  started  out  to  steal  a  valuable 
horse  belonging  to  Charles  Pennygrot,  who  lived 
two  miles  from  Lowden.  They  succeeded  in  get- 
ting the  horse  and  with  another  they  had  stolen 
from  near  Solon,  they  started  for  Illinois  to  dispose 
of  the  property.  By  traveling  nights  for  a  long 
distance  and  then  avoiding  public  roads,  they  got 
away  without  detection,  crossed  the  Missidsippi 
river,  and  went  on  to  the  Illinois  river.  Here  they 
sold  the  horses  and  returned  to  Cedar  county  to 
resume  their  stealing.  But  the  citizens  had  found 
strong  evidence  of  their  guilt  and  caused  their 
arrest  by  the  sheriff.  They  were  taken  to  the  old 
court  house  at  Tipton  on  the  2d  of  July  and  con- 
fined in  the  court  room  on  the  ground  floor,  guarded 
by  the  sheriff,  John  Byerly,  and  twenty  men.  In 
the  meantime  the  regulators  had  been  notified,  and 
about  midnight  a  large  body  of  them  rode  into  the 
village  and  surrounded  the  court  house.  They 
were  well  organized,  forced  the  doors,  and  after  a 
brief  struggle  overpowered  the  guard  and  seized 
the  prisoners.  They  conveyed  them  to  the  farm  of 
Martin  Henry,  south  of  Lowden,  near  where  the 
valuable  horse  had  been  stolen.  Here  the  regula- 
tors came  in  from  every  direction,  until  more  than 
two  hundred  had  assembled.  They  proceeded  to 
organize  a  court,  select  a  jury  and  then  began  the 
trial  of  the  prisoners,  who  watched  the  proceedings 
in  fear  and  trembling,  remembering  the  fate  of 
Page  and  Warren.  They  saw  no  hope  of  escape  as 
the  trial  proceeded,  and  felt  they  were  doomed. 
After  the  evidence  was  presented  the  jury  brought 
in  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Then  the  two  men,  in  the 
hope  that  their  lives  might  be  spared  if  the  horses 
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were  recovered,  made  a  full  confesBion  and  told 
where  the  last  horses  taken  could  be  found.  But 
there  was  no  mercy  for  them  in  the  determined 
faces  of  the  regulators.  They  now  had  horse 
thieves  of  whose  guilt  there  was  no  doubt,  and 
sentence  of  death  was  pronounced  against  them  by 
almost  a  unanimous  vote.  Very  little  time  was 
given  them,  and  ropes  were  soon  placed  around 
their  necks  and  thrown  over  the  limb  of  an  oak 
tree,  while  they  stood  in  a  wagon  beneath.  Soper 
was  completely  prostrated,  crying  and  begging 
piteously  for  mercy.  Gleason  was  firm,  cool  and 
reckless  to  the  last.  Two  men  held  Soper  on  his 
feet,  fierce  men  pulled  on  the  ropes,  the  wagon 


leaders  of  the  regulators.  But  witnesses  and 
jurors  were  threatened  with  death  if  they  should 
convict  any  of  the  members.  When  court  convened 
in  Tipton,  hundreds  of  armed  men  came  in  from 
the  country  with  stern  determination  to  prevent 
the  arrest  or  trial  of  any  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
lynchings. 

Citizens  who  condemned  and  denounced  the 
crimes  perpetrated  by  the  regulators  were  visited 
by  them,  and  warned  that  they  must  cease  their 
talk,  or  they  would  be  driven  from  the  country,  and 
for  a  time  there  was  a  reign  of  terror  in  that  part 
of  the  state.  Those  who  approved  of  the  lynching, 
together  with  the  large  number  who  had  taken 


Mormon  hand-cart  train  Passing  through  Iowa  in  iSfb.    Drawn  from  mtmory. 


was  driven  from  under  them,  and  two  more  victims 
were  counted  by  the  regulators. 

The  law-abiding  people  were  horror-stricken 
over  these  deliberate  and  cold-blooded  lynchings, 
in  which  killing  was  the  penalty  not  only  for  steal- 
ing, but  for  being  suspected,  where  in  some  cases 
there  was  little  doubt  of  the  innocence  of  the  par- 
ties charged,  as  in  the  cases  of  Page  and  Clute. 
Where  were  these  horrors  to  end?  Stealing  was 
bad  enough,  but  murder  was  infinitely  worse.  Who 
would  be  safe  if  law  could  be  defiod^with  impunity? 
Any  innocent  person  might  be  sacrificed  by  an 
enemy,  as  in  case  of  Page. 

A  determined  effort  was  made  by  Judge  Tuthill 
to  procure  the  indictment  and  arrest  of  the  known 


part  in  them,  were  a  vast  majority  of  the  people, 
and  it  soon  became  apparent  that  they  would  tol- 
erate no  punishment  of  the  regulators. 

The  last  victim  was  a  farmer  of  Jones  county 
named  Hiram  Roberts.  He  had  long  been  sus- 
pected of  being  connected  with  the  horse  thieves, 
as  he  frequently  was  seen  in  Cedar  county  among 
the  suspected  parties.  On  the  last  of  October  in 
1857,  Roberts  rode  over  to  James  W.  Hamlin's,  four 
miles  northwest  of  Tipton.  The  regulators  hear- 
ing of  his  presence,  quietly  notified  a  large  number 
of  the  members,  who,  at  a  fixed  time,  gathered  at 
Hamlin's  and  captured  Roberts.  He  was  taken 
into  Jones  county  and  placed  in  a  bam  belonging 
to  George  Saum,  and  left  in  charge  of  several  men, 
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who  had  been  engaged  in  his  capture.  The  regu- 
lators in  large  numbers  retired  to  a  grove  near  by 
to  consult  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  the  pris- 
oner. After  awhile  it  became  evident  that  another 
victim  was  to  be  sacrificed,  and  one  young  man 
who  was  strongly  opposed  to  these  murders  by 
mobs,  refused  to  be  a  party  to  the  impending 
tragedy,  and  went  to  the  barn  to  get  bis  horse  to 
ride  home.  Upon  opening  the  door  he  was  horri- 
fied to  see  Roberts  suspended  by  the  neck  from  a 
beam  overhead  by  a  rope,  writhing  in  the  agonies 
of  strangulation.  It  was  soon  learned  that  the  men 
left  to  guard  Roberts,  while  waiting  for  the  return 
of  the  main  body,  had  tried,  condemned,  sentenced 
and  executed  the  helpless  prisoner. 

Six  of  the  prominent  actors  in  the  tragedy  were 
arrested  and  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next  term 


influence  was  making  a  strong  impression  in  the 
community,  and  the  regulators  feared  that  the 
growing  opposition  to  their  lawless  acts  might  re- 
suit  finally  in  their  punishment.  Some  of  them 
decided  to  proceed  to  intimidate  the  most  promi- 
nent advocates  of  law  and  order. 

Canada  McCoUough,  a  near  neighbor  of  Alon2so 
Page,  the  first  victim  of  the  regulators,  was  a  sub- 
stantial farmer  and  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Cedar  county.  He  was  confident  that 
Page  was  entirely  innocent  of  the  accusations  which 
cost  him  his  life.  He  was  outspoken  in  his  denun- 
ciation of  that  cruel  murder,  and  tried  to  have  the 
guilty  parties  punished.  The  regulators  waited 
upon  him  and  warned  him  that  he  m\ist  keep  quiet 
or  leave  the  country. 

McCollough  was  a  fearless  old  pioneer,  skilled 


Overland  -wagon. 


of  court  at  Anamosa.  In  the  meantime  the  regu- 
lators held  meetings  and  resolved  to  protect  the 
accused  members  at  all  hazards.  Witnesses  disap- 
peared; friends  of  the  arrested  were  on  the  grand 
jury,  and  as  the  prisoners  appeared  at  court,  sur- 
rounded by  several  hundred  armed  regulators,  no 
indictments  were  found  and  the  perpetrators  of  the 
crime  escaped  punishment,  as  had  all  of  their  con- 
federates in  former  efforts  to  enforce  law.  While 
public  opinion  was  largely  in  sympathy  with  the 
regulators,  there  was  a  numerous  minority  of  the 
best  citizens  who  were  firmly  opposed  to  their 
defiance  and  disregard  for  law,  and  the  summary 
lynching  of  persons  suspected  of  crimes  without 
giving  them  an  opportunity  to  make  a  defense.  It 
was  believed  that  several  innocent  men  had  fallen 
victims  to  the  lawless  proceedings,  and  that  no 
citizen  was  safe  when  law  was  openly  defied.    Their 


in  the  use  of  the  rifie,  and  a  man  who  would  defend 
his  rights  and  speak  his  mind  on  all  occasions.  He 
lived  in  a  good  log  house,  owned  a  large  farm  and 
could  neither  be  driven  nor  intimidated.  He 
quietly  set  about  preparing  for  defense.  He  had 
two  good  rifles  and  borrowed  another  of  a  neighbor 
and  made  portholes  on  the  side  of  his  house  the 
outside  door  was  on;  and  continued  to  express  his 
opinion  of  the  murderers  of  his  neighbor.  One  day 
he  saw  approaching  his  house  from  the  east,  a  large 
band  of  horsemen,  all  armed.  He  recognized 
among  them  several  well-known  regulators.  His 
rifles  were  loaded  and  he  stepped  to  the  front  door 
with  one  in  his  hand  as  the  band  halted  in  the  road 
near  by.  He  recognized  the  leader,  a  man  living 
near  Big  Rock,  who  rode  forward  near  the  gate. 
McCollough  ordered  him  to  halt,  and  demanded  to 
know  what  his  gang  wanted.    The  leader  informed 
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him  that  they  had  come  to  notify  him  that  he  oould 
not  be  allowed  to  denounce  them  any  longer,  and 
that  he  must  leave  the  country  or  take  the  con- 
sequences. McCollough  told  them  calmly  that  he 
should  defend  his  home  to  the  last,  that  he  had  a 
right  to  express  his  opinions  and  should  do  so.  That 
he  was  a  law-abiding  citizen,  guilty  of  no  crime, 
and  that  they  knew  it.  He  continued,  "you  know 
Mr.  G.  that  I  am  a  good  shot;  I  have  three  good 
rifles  here  and'  plenty  of  ammunition.  My  family 
can  load  them  as  fast  as  I  can  shoot.  You  may  be 
able  to  kill  me  as  you  did  Lon  Page,  but  I  shall  kill 
some  of  you  first,  and  I  shall  not  surrender."  Sud- 
denly stepping  back  in  the  house,  he  raised  his  rifle, 
took  deadly  aim  at  the  leader  and  said,  ^^I  will  give 
you  one  minute  to  get  out  of  my  yard  and  if  you 
attempt  to  raise  your  gun  you  are  a  dead  man!  You 
know  I  never  miss  my  mark.'*  The  leader  knew 
the  man  who  had  the  drop  on  him,  and  saw  he 
meant  what  he  said.  He  hesitated  a  moment, 
turned  and  rode  back  to  his  men.  McCk>llough 
hastily  stepped  back,  closed  and  barricaded  the 
door  and  then  his  rifle  was  seen  pointing  from  a 
porthole  at  the  crowd.  They  consulted  a  while 
and  then  attempted  to  get  him  to  promise  that  he 
would  keep  still  in  the  future.  But  he  stood  firm 
for  his  rights  as  an  American  citizen  and  would 
make  no  concessions.  His  fearlessness  convinced 
them  that  he  had  friends  in  the  house  who  would 
stand  by  him,  as  they  saw  the  muzzles  of  several 


rifles  pointed  from  the  portholes.  The  band  now 
began  to  realize  that  they  had  determined  men  to 
deal  with  who  could  not  be  intimidated.  They 
knew  also  that  there  was  a  large  number  of  law- 
abiding  citizens  whom  they  had  sought  to  intimidate 
who  had  recently  been  consulting  together  for 
mutual  defense  and  protection,  and  that  if  they  got 
into  a  conflict  with  them  it  was  very  likely  that 
Governor  Grimes  would  order  out  the  militia  and 
arrest  and  severely  punish  them  for  their  past 
transgressions.  So  they  flnally  told  Mr.  McCollough. 
that  they  would  leave  him  now  and  give  him  time 
to  consider  the  matter,  and  if  they  heard  of  any 
more  denunciation  from  him  that  he  must  leave  the 
country.  They  then  rode  away  and  never  disturbed 
him  again. 

While  the  terrible  deeds  of  the  regulators  must 
be  condemned,  the  region  in  which  they  operated 
was  entirely  freed  from  further  depredations  of 
horse  thieves  from  that  time  on.  The  gangs  which 
had  so  long  infested  that  part  of  the  state  were 
entirely  broken  up  and  thoroughly  terrified  by  the 
fearful  fate  that  had  overtaken  those  suspected  who 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  regulators.  And 
the  regulators  came  to  realize  that  their  lawless 
combination  and  acts  would  not  longer  be  tolerated. 
All  efforts  to  bring  them  to  trial  failed,  and  not  a 
member  of  them  was  ever  convicted  or  in  any  way 
punished  for  participating  in  the  lynching  of  the 
seven  men  who  became  their  victims. 


The  old  state  capital  at  Iowa  City^  1844-57. 
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Chapter  XI. 

The  Undtrgr(mnd  Bailrvad'-John  Brovm  in  lovoa^HU  Springdale  Frievids  and  Becruits —The  Fight  at 
Harper^s  Ferry —The  Iowa  MenWho  Fmght  There— Escape  of  Barclay  Goppoc—The  Bide  for  Ufe—The  Vir- 
ginia Oovemor  Foiled— Death  of  Barclay  Coppoc, 


Soon  after  the  enactment  of  the  fugitive  slave 
law  with  its  barbarous  penalties,  many  humane 
people,  who  oould  not  resist  the  impulse  to  aid 
slaves  escaping  from  bondage,  organized  a  line  of 
stations  across  the  state  by  which  they  could  co-op- 
erate in  affording  shelter,  assistance  and  transpor- 
tation to  fleeing  fugitives.  Beginning  at  Tabor  in 
Fremont  county,  near  the  state  line,  the  abolition- 
ists had  stations,  known  only  to  trusted  friends, 
extending  by  way  of  Des  Moines,  Grinnell,  Iowa 
City,  Springdale  to  Davenport.  There  were  many 
other  stations  on  branches  south  of  the  main  line, 
all  of  which  were  on  what  was  called  the  **  under- 
ground railroad."  When  escaping  slaves  reached 
any  station  on  these  lines,  they  were  secreted  until 
night  and  then  conveyed  by  covered  wagon  to  the 
next  station.  Food,  lodging,  clothing,  money  and 
transportation  was  freely  furnished  to  the  escaping 
slaves.  A  train  generally  consisted  of  a  lumber 
wagon,  covered  with  canvas,  drawn  by  a  good  team 
of  horses,  driven  by  a  cool,  courageous  man,  well 
armed.  The  colored  passengers  were  concealed 
beneath  the  cover,  and  traveling  was  mostly  in  the 
shelter  of  night.  Arriving  at  the  next  station, 
the  slaves  were  concealed  and  kindly  cared  for 
until  the  next  night,  when  they  were  conveyed  on 
their  journey  by  the  keeper  of  this  station  to  the 
next.  The  trains  were  run  with  such  secrecy  that 
their  coming  and  going  was  very  seldom  discovered 
by  the  slave  catchers  in  pursuit  of  their  human 
chattels.  Hundreds  of  slaves  from  Missouri  found 
their  way  to  freedom  across  the  prairies  of  Iowa 
from  1850  to  1860  by  various  lines  of  the  *'under^ 
ground  railroad.'*  The  men  and  women  who,  from 
feelings  of  humanity  and  without  other  compensa- 
tion, kept  the  stations  well  knew  the  risk  of  ruin- 
ous fines  and  imprisonment  they  were  taking,  but, 
with  the  true  John  Brown  spirit  that  moved  them 
to  aid  men,  women  and  children  to  freedom,  they 
never  shrunk  from  danger. 

After  the  long  time  that  has  elapsed  it  is  impos- 
sible to  give  much  information  as  to  these  perilous 
journeys,  the  dodging  and  outwitting  of  slave  catch- 
ers, United  States  marshals  and  their  deputies,  the 
contests  before  the  courts  for  freedom  or  enslave- 
ment, as  most  of  the  conductors  have  passed  away. 
But  here  is  one  incident,  related  by  Gov.  James  W. 
Grimes,  in  a,  letter  to  his  wife,  written  from  Bur- 
lington, June  24, 1855:      "  Exciting  times  here;  Dr. 


James  was  captured  on  the  Illinois  side  of  the 
river  with  a  fugitive  slave  in  his  carriage.  Bowie 
knives  and  revolvers  were  drawn  on  them  by  the 
Missourians  in  pursuit,  and  he  and  the  negro  were 
forced  back  to  town.  A  process  was  afterwards 
obtained  and  the  negro  was  thrown  into  jail,  where 
he  is  to  remain  to  await  his  trial  Tuesday.  There 
is  great  excitement  in  the  city,  and  several  per- 
sonal collisions  have  grown  out  of  it.  How  it  will 
end  no  one  knows.  I  shall  certainly  furnish  no  aid 
to  the  man-stealers,  and  it  has  been  determined 
that  the  negro  shall  have  able  counsel,  and  resort 
to  all  legal  means  for  release,  before  any  other  is 
tried.  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  governor  of  the  state, 
for,  although  I  can,  and  shall,  prevent  the  state 
authorities  and  officers  from  interfering  in  aid  of 
the  marshal,  yet,  if  not  in  office,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  I  should  be  a  law-breaker.  It  is  a  very  nice 
question  with  me,  whether  I  should  act,  being 
governor,  just  as  I  would  if  I  were  a  private  individ- 
ual. I  intend  to  stand  at  my  post  at  all  events  and 
act  just  as  I  shall  think  duty  may  require  under 
the  circumstances. 

*^  June  27th.  The  negro  is  free,  and  is  on  his 
way  to  Canada.  There  was  a  great  crowd  in  town. 
I  sent  on  Monday  to  Davids,  Yellow  Springs  and 
Huron,  and  told  my  friends  and  friends  of  the  slave 
to  be  present  at  the  trial.  They  were  here  en 
masae,  Marion  hall  was  filled,  and  guards  were 
stationed  at  the  door  to  prevent  any  more  people 
entering,  and  also  around  the  house.  Rorer  and 
Crocker  appeared  for  the  negro.  When  the  deci- 
sion was  made,  such  a  shout  went  up  as  was  never 
heard  in  that  hall  before,  and  then  it  was  caught 
up  by  the  people  outside  of  the  building,  and  the 
whole  town  reverberated.  A  thousand  men  fol- 
lowed Dr.  James  to  the  river,  and  rent  the  air  with 
their  cheers  as  the  boat  was  unlashed  from  her 
moorings  and  started  with  the  poor  fellow  on  his 
road  to  freedom.  Judge  Lowe  was  brought  up 
from  Keokuk  Monday  night,  and  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpia  was  ready  to  be  served  if  the  decision  had 
been  adverse  to  us.  Writs  were  sued  out  against 
the  negro  stealers  for  kidnaping,  assault,  etc.,  but 
unfortunately  they  escaped  before  service  could  be 
made  upon  them.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  negro 
could  never  have  been  taken  into  slavery  from  Bur- 
lington. Our  friends.  Col.  Fitz  Henry  Warren 
and  W.  F.  Cowles,  showed  that  there  was  some 
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marrow  in  their  spinal  columns."  This  letter  of 
Grorernor  Grimes'  shows  the  spirit  prevailing  in 
Iowa  at  this  time  over  the  cruel  and  inhuman  fu- 
gitive slave  law,  and  the  determination  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  Iowa  people  to  aid  slaves  on  their  way 
to  freedom. 

Among  well-known  Iowa  men  who  were  always 
ready  to  help  the  colored  travelers  on  the  lines  of 
the  *^  underground  railroad/'   can  be  mentioned 
Rev.  John  Todd,  Jas. 
C.Jordan,  John  Tees- 
dale,    Isaac  Brandt, 
Thomas  Mitchell,  J. 
B.  Grinnell,  John  R. 
Price,  H.    G.    Cum- 
mings,  William  Penn 
Clark,  Jesse  Bowen, 
S.  C.  Trowbridge,  Dr. 
H.  G.  Gill,  John  H. 
Painter    and   James 
Townsend. 

When  Kansas  was 
invaded  in  1855-6  by 
armed  hordes  of  Mis- 
souri ruffians,  for  the 
purpose  [of  forcing 
slavery  into  that  ter- 
ritory, many  citizens 
of  Iowa  moved  there 
to  help  make  it  a  free 
state.  For  several 
years  Kansas  became 
the  battleground  of 
the  contending  for- 
ces. John  Brown, 
who  went  to  Kansas 
in  the  fall  of  1855, 
expected  a  bloody 
conflict  over  slavery, 
and  went  there  to 
take  part  in  it.  He 
passed  through  Iowa 
in  September  of  that 

year  with  a  son  and  son-in-law,  and  joined  four  sons 
who  were  already  living  in  that  territory.  He  at  once 
began  to  organize  the  free  state  men  in  military 
companies  to  resist  the  ** border  ruffian"  invaders 
from  Missouri,  and  soon  became  a  famous  leader 
among  the  free  state  men.  At  the  battle  of  Black 
Jack  his  little  army,  in  which  five  of  his  sons  were 
serving,  after  a  hard  fight  compelled  the  surrender 
of  a  band  of  invaders  twice  as  large  as  his  own  little 
army.  This  was  the  first  bloody  conflict  for  the 
overthrow  of  slavery,  yet  few  besides  John  Brown 
at  that  time  realized  its  mighty  significance.  His 
mission  was  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  and  never 
during  the  few  remaining  years  of  his  life  did  he 
for  a  moment  waver  from  his  inflexible  purpose. 
Every  energy  of  this  remarkable  man  was  hence- 
forth concentrated  upon  the  great  work  that  he 


John  Brown  Prior  to  the  Kansas  raid. 


religiously  believed  that  he  was  ordained  to  aooom- 
plish.  Many  young  men  from  Iowa  enlisted  under 
John  Brown  and  participated  in  his  warfare  against 
slavery,  and  several  of  them  joined  him  in  his 
Harper's  Ferry  raid  a  few  years  later.  Brown  made 
five  trips  through  Iowa  while  engaged  in  the  Kan- 
sas conflict,  learned  the  location  of  many  of  the  sta- 
tions on  the  ''  underground  railroad,"  and  became 
acquainted  with  a  large  number  of  Iowa  men  who 

were  in  active  sym- 
pathy with  the  free 
state  cause,  and  were 
always  ready  to  assist 
slaves  on  their  road 
to  freedom.  Hun- 
dreds, perhaps  thou- 
sands, of  slaves  trav- 
eled safely  over  the 
various  lines  of  "un- 
derground railroad  " 
through  Iowa  from 
1850  to  1860.  Richard 
J.  Hinton,  who  was 
actively  engaged  in 
the  Kansas  war,  was 
one  of  the  young  men 
who  in  1856  marched 
from  Iowa  City  to 
Lawrence,  Kan.,  to 
reinforce  the  free 
state  men.  At  Iowa 
City  they  took  1,500 
muskets  from  the  ar- 
mory. The  key  had 
been  left  on  Governor 
Grimes'  desk,  and 
Hinton  horrovxd  it  to 
open  the  door  of  the 
armory.  When  they 
reached  the  Kansas 
line  the  Rev.  Pardee 
Butler  took  charge 
of  the  muskets  and 
safely  conveyed  them  to  the  free  state  conunanders* 
Mr.  Butler  was  a  well  known  Christian  minister, 
who  lived  several  years  at  Poeten's  Grove,  in  Ce- 
dar county,  Iowa,  and  had  moved  to  Kansas  in  1854. 
He  was  an  active  free  state  leader  and  had  been  seized 
by  a  band  of  border  ruffians  at  Atchison  and  placed 
upon  a  raft  made  of  three  logs  and  set  adrift  on  the 
Missouri  river.  They  painted  his  face  black  and 
warned  him  never  to  return  or  they  would  kill  him. 
But  Pardee  Butler  was  not  a  man  to  be  intimidated, 
and,  managing  to  land  some  miles  below,  he  returned 
to  his  home,  armed  himself,  and  defied  the  ruffians. 
He  never  ceased  his  work  in  the  good  cause  until 
Kansas  became  a  free  state. 

George  B.  Gill,  Barclay  Coppoc,  Jeremiah  G. 
Anderson  and  Charles  P.  Moffett,  all  young  men 
from  Iowa,  took  an  active  part  in  the  Kansas  war 
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to  save  it  from  slavery.  Some  of  them  served 
ander  John  Brown  in  Kansas,  and  afterwards 
enlisted  in  his  Harper's  Ferry  expedition.  West 
Branch  in  1856  was  a  little  country  village  in  a 
Quaker  settlement  in  the  southwest  comer  of 
Cedar  county,  Iowa.  At  that  time  a  Quaker,  James 
Townsend,  kept  a  public  house  there  called  the 
"Traveler's  Rest."  In  October,  1866,  John  Brown 
on  his  way  east  from  Kansas,  on  horseback,  stopped 
at  Townsend's  over  night.  He  informed  the  land- 
lord that  he  was  the  John  Brown,  of  Kansas,  who 
had  a  large  reward  ofifered  for  his  capture  by  Mis- 
souri slaveholders.    Townsend  gave  him  a  warm 


John  Brcrwn^  Jr. 
Reproduced  from  an  old  and  almost  obscure  photo. 

welcome  and  told  him  of  the  large  Quaker  settle- 
ment at  Springdale,  four  miles  east.  Brown  knew 
that  the  Quakers  were  all  opposed  to  slavery  and 
made  many  friends  among  them. 

From  this  time  forward  until  his  last  visit  to 
Iowa  in  1859,  John  Brown  made  Springdale  his 
favorite  stopping  place.  James  Townsend  became 
one  of  his  warmest  friends.  John  Brown  had  long 
contemplated  striking  a  blow  at  slavery  in  the 
mountain  region  of  Virginia,  and  in  1857  he  began 
to  mature  his  plans.  He  believed  that  a  small 
body  of  determined  men  could  make  a  safe  lodg- 
ment in  the  mountains  and  liberate  slaves  who 
would  join  them.  His  plan  was  to  arm  the  escaped 
slaves  with  pikes,  drill  and  org^anize  them  under 
experienced  officers  chosen  from  the  young  men 
who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  Kansas 
war.  He  expected  thousands  of  slaves  to  flock  to 
his  standard  when  his  purpose  and  presence  became 
known  to  them,  and  in  this  way  he  expected  to  be 
able  to  raise  a  large  army  of  liberaters.  In  August, 
6 


1857,  he  engaged  Hugh  Forbes,  who  had  served 
under  Garibaldi  in  Europe,  to  open  a  school  of 
military  instruction  at  Tabor,  Iowa,  for  the  purpose 
of  drilling  men  for  his  expedition.  Tabor  was 
largely  settled  by  anti-slavery  people  and  was  an 
important  town  on  the  line  of  march  for  the  free 
state  men  who  passed  through  Iowa  on  their  way  to 
assist  in  the  Kansas  struggle.  Brown  and  Forbes 
did  not  agree,  and  Forbes  was  dismissed  and  Brown 
went  to  Kansas  to  enlist  some  of  his  old  followers. 
There  he  was  joined  by  John  E.  Cook,  Luke  F. 
Parsons,  Richard  Realf,  A.  D.  Stevens,  C.  W. 
Moffett,  J.  H.  Kagi  and  Richard  Richardson,  who 
accompanied  him  back  to  Tabor,  where  they  were 
joined  by  C.  P.  Tidd  and  W.  H.  Leeman,  who  had 
served  under  Brown  in  Kansas.  Owen  Brown  was 
now  with  them  and  soon  after  they  all  left  for 
Springdale.  Here  Brown  decided  to  open  a  school 
of  military  instruction  under  Aaron  D.  Stevens, 
who  had  served  in  the  regular  army.  William 
Maxson,  who  was  not  a  Quaker,  but  lived  on  a  farm 
near  the  village,  boarded  the  men,  and  it  was  in 
his  meadow  that  the  drilling  was  carried  on. 
Springdale  was  a  quiet  country  village,  remote 
from  any  public  line  of  travel.  It  was  a  peaceful 
community  of  thrifty,  prosperous  farmers,  nearly 
all  Quakers  and  abolitionists.  John  Brown  and 
the  young  men  of  his  party  were  a  remarkable 
group.  Many  of  them  were  eloquent  public  speak- 
ers, some  were  poets,  and  others  scholars  and 
accomplished  writers. 

During  the  winter  of  1857-8  these  heroes  of  the 
Kansas  war,  who  had  for  years  endured  the  hard- 
ships and  survived  the  dangers  of  that  fierce 
struggle,  found  warm  admirers  and  sympathizing 
friends  among  the  refined  and  intelligent  people  of 
that  rural  village.  They  often  assembled  at  the 
hospitable  homes  and  spent  the  long  winter  even- 
ings in  recounting  the  exciting  events  of  the  war, 
their  perils,  escapes  and  battles.  The  horrors  of 
slavery  were  discussed,  and  the  young  men  who  had 
dealt  sturdy  blows  against  that  national  crime  in 
Kansas  and  Missouri,  found  themselves  exalted  into 
heroes  by  the  liberty  loving  people  of  Springdale. 
While  the  Quakers  were  by  tradition  and  principle 
opposed  to  war,  so  warm  were  their  sympathies  for 
the  oppressed  that  they  found  a  way  to  hold  in  the 
highest  esteem  and  admiration  these  fearless  young 
men  who  had  risked  their  lives  and  struck  sturdy 
blows  for  freedom  in  Kansas.  The  fame  of  John 
Brown,  as  one  of  the  most  daring  leaders  of  the  free 
state  men  in  the  territory,  had  reached  every  part 
of  the  country,  and  the  people  of  Springdale  saw  in 
him  a  remarkable  man,  whose  life  would  be  freely 
given  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves.  Brown  made 
his  home  with  John  H.  Painter,  and  won  the  endur- 
ing friendship  of  William  Maxson,  Dr.  H.  G.  Gill, 
Griffith  Lewis,  Moses  Varney  and  other  good  citi- 
zens of  Springdale  and  vicinity,  that  winter.  He 
gradually  made  known,  to  some  of  these  friends,  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


74 


HISTORY   OP    IOWA. 


plaDS  for  the  future,  and  the  purpose  for  which  he 
was  drilling^  his  men.  Not  one  of  these  trusted 
friends  looked  with  favor  upon  the  desperate  enter- 
prise, And  all  tried  to  dissuade  him  from  undertak- 
ing such  a  hazardous,  and  as  seemed  to  them,  such 
a  hopeless  raid.  They  saw  clearly  that  it  could  not 
succeed,  as  the  whole  power  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment would  be  quickly  arrayed  against  it,  and  that  it 
must  end  in  death  or  imprisonment  of  all  who 
engaged  in  it.  But  nothing  could  shake  the  stern 
resolve  of  the  fearless  old  emancipator.  He  as 
firmly  believed  that  he  could  strike  a  blow  that 
would  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  slavery.  His  faith 
was  so  firm  in  ultimate  success  that  several  youuSf 


Owen  Brown,  the  last  survivor  of  the  raid  on  Harper's  Ferry. 

men  from  Springdale  and  vicinity  enlisted  in  his 
band,  among  whom  were  George  B.  Gill,  Edwin 
and  Barclay  Coppoc  and  Steward  Taylor.  Before 
Brown  went  east  he  had  a  confidential  talk  with 
Dr.  H.  G.  Gill,  in  which  he  gave  his  plans  as  fol- 
lows: Doctor  Gill  says,  *^that  he  had  not  then 
decided  to  attack  the  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  but 
intended  to  take  fifty  or  a  hundred  men  in  the 
mountains  near  the  ferry  and  remain  there  until  he 
could  collect  quite  a  number  of  slaves,  and  take 
such  conveyances  as  were  needed  and  transport  the 
slaves  into  Canada.  After  the  excitement  had 
abated  he  would  make  a  strike  in  some  other  slave 
state  and  continue  to  make  such  raids  until  slavery 
ceased  to  exist.  I  did  my  best  to  convince  him 
that  he  would  probably  be  killed.   He  said  for  him- 


self he  was  willing  to  give  his  life  for  the  slaves. 
He  repeatedly  told  me  that  he  believed  he  was  an 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  God,  through  which 
slavery  would  be  abolished.    I  said  to  him  'you 
and  your  handful  of  men  cannot  cope  with  the  whole 
south.'    His  reply  was  *  I  tell  you,  doctor,  it  will  be 
the  beginning  of  the  end  of  slavery.' "    As  improb- 
able as  it  seemed  to  all  but  John  Brown  and  his 
devoted  little  band,  he  and  they  were  not  mistaken; 
the  sacrifice  at  Harper's  Ferry  was  the  beginning 
of  the  end  of  American  slavery.    Therefore  every 
incident  relating  to  this  most  desperate  enterprise 
becomes  of  absorbing  historical  interest  and  its 
inception  and  execution  are  so  intimately  associ- 
ated with  Iowa,  and  Iowa  men,  that  it  demands 
large  space  in  our  state's  history.    When  Brown 
went  east  and  consulted  his  intimate  friends  there, 
such  as  Gerret  Smith,  Wendell  Phillips  and  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  all  remonstrated  with  him  against  such  a 
hopeless  undertaking.    His  reply  to  all  was  that  he 
believed  himself  to  be  the  instrument  ordained  to 
destroy  slavery,  and  that  every  member  of  his  little 
band  was  willing  to  risk  his  life  in  the  attempt. 

Brown,  who  had  gone  east  during  the  winter  to 
raise  money  for  his  enterprise,  returned  to  Spring- 
dale  on  the  27th  of  April,  and  ordered  his  band  to 
move  east  at  once.  It  was  a  sorrowful  leave  taking 
between  the  good  people  of  Springdale,  and  the 
young  men  who  were  going  away  on  the  most  peril- 
ous enterprise  that  sane  men  ever  enlisted  in. 
Warm  friendships  had  grown  up  and  all  realized 
that  it  was  more  than  likely  a  last  farewell,  as  it 
proved  to  be  to  all.  But  it  was  more  than  a  year 
and  a  half  before  the  blow  was  struck,  so  many  ob- 
stacles intervened.  In  the  meantime  Brown  re- 
turned to  Kansas,  and  in  company  with  Tidd, 
Stevens,  Kagi,  J.  G.  Anderson,  Albert  Hazlett, 
George  B.  Gill  and  others,  in  December,  1858, 
crossed  over  into  Missouri  to  liberate  some  slaves 
who  were  to  be  sold  and  families  separated.  They 
took  twelve  slaves,  wagons,  horses,  cattle  and  other 
property  which  Brown  claimed  the  slaves  were 
entitled  to  for  years  of  unpaid  labor.  One  of  the 
slaveholders  who  resisted  was  killed.  Brown  and 
his  party  reached  Tabor  on  the  5th  of  January,  1859, 
and  remained  there  until  the  11th,  but  the  citizens 
of  that  place  who  had  been  heretofore  friendly  to 
him,  did  not  approve  of  this  raid,  and  in  a  public 
meeting  denounced  him  for  his  recent  action. 

A  large  reward  had  been  offered  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Missouri  for  the  capture  of  Brown,  but  no 
one  ventured  to  attempt  his  arrest,  and  on  the  11th 
they  started  on  across  Iowa,  finding  shelter  and  aid 
at  the  various  stations  on  the  *' underground  rail- 
road." On  the  18th  the  party  reached  Des  Moines, 
and  on  the  20th  they  met  a  cordial  reception  at 
Grinnell;  and  on  the  25th  they  passed  through 
Iowa  City,  reaching  Springdale  in  the  evening. 
The  postmaster  at  Iowa  City  was  anxious  to  earn  a 
large  reward  and  tried  to  raise  a  posse  to  cap- 
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ture  John  Brown  and  his  escaped  slaves;  but  the 
courage  of  the  slave  catchers  oozed  out  when  they 
learned  that  Brown  and  his  men  were  well  armed 
and  ready  for  a  fight.  William  Penn  Clark  and  other 
friends  of  Brown  at  Iowa  City  procured  a  box-car, 
and  in  it  conveyed  the  slaves  over  the  Rock  Island 
railroad  to  Chicago,  while  the  old  leader  and  his 
Kansas  boys  took  seats  in  the  passenger  car  on  the 
sharp  lookout  for  danger.  At  Davenport  Laurel 
Summers,  United  States  marshal,  with  a  strong 
posse  was  watching  the  wagon  road  and  ferry  boat 
for  the  party,  but  never  suspected  that  they  were 
safely  resting  in  the  box-car  that  was  attached  to 
the  passenger  train  that  was  then  crossing  the 
bridge  for  the  Illinois  side.  John  Brown  had  left 
Iowa  for  the  last  time.    In  July  following  John 


Brown  did  not  reach  him.  On  the  16th  of  October, 
1859,  when  the  roll  was  called  at  the  Kennedy  farm, 
twenty-two  men  were  present,  thirteen  of  whom 
had  proven  their  valor  on  the  battlefields  of  Kansas. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  give  a  history  of  his  last 
campaign,  but  chiefly  to  show  that  Iowa  furnished 
more  actors  in  the  last  great  tragedy  leading 
to  the  martyrdom  of  John  Brown  and  most  of  his 
youthful  followers  than  any  other  state.  It  was  in 
Iowa  that  he  had  established  his  chain  of  stations 
on  the  *' underground  railroad"  leading  from  the 
Missouri  slave  plantations  to  freedom.  Among  his 
co-workers  for  emancipation  were  Rev.  John  Todd, 
James  C.  Jordon,  John  Teesdale,  Isaac  Brandt,  J. 

B.  Grinnell,  William  Penn  Clark,  Jesse  Bowen,  S. 

C.  Trowbridge,  Dr.  H.  G.  Gill,  William  Maxson, 


The  home  in  -which  John  Brown  wintered  his  men  in  Springdale,  Iowa. 


Brown,  his  sons,  Owen  and  Oliver,  and  John  E. 
Cook  were  near  Harper^s  Ferry  making  their  ar- 
rangements for  the  attack.  They  were  living 
under  assumed  names  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the 
Potomac  at  the  Kennedy  farm,  which  they  had 
leased.  John  H.  Painter,  at  Springdale,  had  shipped 
106  Sharpens  rifles  and  some  revolvers  to  him  at 
the  farm,  and  pikes  had  been  procured  for  the 
slaves  to  use.  Of  the  Iowa  men,  Jeremiah  G.  Ander- 
son, Steward  Taylor,  Edwin  and  Barclay  Coppoc 
were  with  him,  while  Moffett  and  Gill  had  been 
notified  to  come  on.  But  suspicion  having  been 
aroused  by  the  gathering  of  so  many  strangers  at 
the  Kennedy  farm.  Brown  decided  to  strike  the 
blow  at  once  before  arrests  could  be  made.  This 
was  eight  days  in  advance  of  the  time  first  set,  and 
consequently  many  who  were  on  the  way  to  join 


John  H.  Painter,  James  Townsend  and  Moses  Var- 
ney,  all  well-known  Iowa  men.  It  was  at  Spring- 
dale  that  his  men  were  drilled  for  the  desperate 
assault  upon  slavery.  Of  the  twenty-six  volunteers 
who  enlisted  in  this  **  forlorn  hope, "  Edwin  Coppoc, 
Barclay  Coppoc,  Steward  Taylor,  Jeremiah  G. 
Anderson,  George  B.  Gill  and  Charles  W.  Moffet, 
were  Iowa  men.  It  was  in  Iowa  that  the  rifles  and 
revolvers  were  collected  and  secreted  for  arming 
the  volunteers  who  were  expected  to  join  the  expe- 
dition at  Harper's  Ferry.  It  was  from  West  Lib- 
erty, Iowa,  that  they  were  shipped  as  ^*  carpenter's 
tools  "  by  John  H.  Painter  to  a  fictitious  consignee 
near  Harper*s  Ferry.  It  was  from  Iowa  that  the 
mysterious  letter  of  warning  was  written  to  the 
secretary  of  war  two  months  before  the  attack.  It 
was  an  Iowa  governor  that  saved  from  the  Virginia 
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gallows  the  Iowa  boy   who  escaped  capture  and 
slaughter  in  the  bloody  oonflict. 

When  the  true  story  of  the  tragic  affair  came, 
we  learned  that  twenty  men  captured  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  seventeen  of  them  held  it  for  two  days 
and  three  nights  against  Virginia  citizens  and 
militia,  from  1,000  to  2,000  strong.  One  by  one  the 
members  of  the  heroic  little  band  fell.  Not  a  man 
flinched.  When  the  third  night  came,  John  Brown, 
Edwin  CJoppoc,  Shields  Green,  Jeremiah  G.  Ander- 
son)  Watson  Brown  and  Dauphin  A.  Thompson 
were  the  only  survivors  cooped  in  the  engine  house. 
Ten  had  been  killed  and  several  more  severely 
wounded;  still  Brown  sternly  refused  to  surrender. 
It  required  a  reinforcement  of  100  United  States 
marines,  commanded  by  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  an 


IVm   Maxson^  in  whose  home  John  Brown  wintered  his  men  at 
Springdale  before  the  raid, 

assault  led  by  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  to  enable  the  army  to 
capture  or  slay  the  six  unyielding  emancipators. 
Of  the  Iowa  members  of  the  little  army,  Steward 
Taylor  was  killed  at  the  engine  house;  Jeremiah  G. 
Anderson  was  pierced  through  by  bayonets  in  the 
last  assault;  Edwin  Coppoc,  who  fought  to  the  end, 
was  disarmed  and  captured  unhurt.  Owen  Brown, 
Barclay  Coppoc  and  F.  J.  Merriam  had  been  left 
on  the  Maryland  side  to  guard  the  arms  there 
stored,  while  John  E.  Cook  and  C.  P.  Tidd  were 
sent  over  Tuesday  morning  to  take  some  prisoners 
to  the  schoolhouse.  More  than  1,000  armed  men 
were  now  between  them  and  the  spot  where  their 
-leader  and  six  survivors  were  making  their  last 
desperate  fight.    To  join  them  was  impossible. 

Anderson  and  Hazlett  escaped  across  the  river 
in  the  gathering  darkness,  the  latter  only  to  be 
captured  and  hung.  The  men  on  the  Maryland  side 
would  not  abandon  their  companions  as  long  as 


there  was  a  ray  of  hope.  Led  by  Owen  Brown 
they  approached  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Ferry, 
and  saw  more  than  1,000  armed  men  between  them 
and  their  comrades.    Their  rescue  was  hopeless. 

Volumes  have  been  written  in  this  country  and 
Europe  on  John  Brown,  the  liberator  and  martyr, 
who  gave  his  life  without  a  murmur  to  free  the 
slaves.  The  noblest  men  and  women  of  his  gener- 
ation have  given  tributes  to  his  unselfish  life  and 
his  fidelity  to  duty  as  he  saw  it— a  fidelity  which 
led  him  to  the  scaffold.  His  name  will  live  in  his- 
tory for  all  time.  But  little  is  known  of  his  twenty- 
two  followers  who,  in  the  early  morning  of  their 
lives,  actuated  by  the  same  spirit  of  self-sacrifioe, 
enlisted  in  his  *'  forlorn  hope  '*  and  bravely  marched 
to  heroic  deeds  and  almost  certain  death.  In  the 
world's  history  no  more  desperate  and  apparently 
hopeless  undertaking  has  ever  been  entered  upon 
by  sane  men.  The  chances  for  success  were  not 
one  in  a  thousand;  and  yet  these  young  men  were 
so  imbued  with  their  leader's  abhorrence  of  slavery, 
a  fierce  and  fearless  determination  to  devote  their 
lives  to  its  destruction,  that  they  stopped  not  to 
count  the  cost  or  to  coolly  consider  the  chances  for 
success.  They  had  such  confidence  in  the  wisdom, 
courage  and  invincibility  of  their  leader  that, 
where  he  commanded,  they  marched  without  a 
murmur;  where  he  would  lead,  they  hesitated  not 
to  follow. 

Not  one  of  them  could  have  been  actuated  by 
selfish  motives.  There  was  no  hope  of  reward  even 
in  case  of  success.  There  was  no  pay  for  time  or 
services,  promised  or  expected.  There  was  no 
honor  to  be  won;  there  was  no  glory  to  be  achieved. 

It  is  well  that  the  people  of  the  state  should 
know  more  of  these  Iowa  men  than  is  generally 
known,  as  the  time  is  not  distant  when  their  names 
and  deeds  will  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  our 
history. 

Steward  Taylor  was  born  at  Uxbridge,  Canada, 
October  29,  1836.  He  came  to  Iowa  when  but  17 
years  old,  and  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade  at 
West  Liberty.  -  Here  he  became  acquainted  with 
George  B.  Gill,  who  took  him  to  Springdale  in  the 
winter  of  1858,  and  at  John  H.  Painter's  house  they 
met  John  Brown.  Young  Taylor  was  greatly 
impressed  with  the  fervor  of  the  old  "  hero  of  Ossa- 
wattomie, "  and  listened  eagerly  to  his  recitals  of 
the  horrors  of  American  slavery.  He  made  the 
acquaintance,  also,  of  the  brilliant  young  men  who 
were  drilling  under  Stevens  at  the  Maxson  farm, 
for  the  Harper's  Ferry  campaign,  and  soon  after 
enlisted  with  them.  When  the  Chatham  conven- 
tion was  held,  he  went  to  Canada  to  attend  it. 
While  waiting  for  the  leader  to  complete  his  plans 
for  the  invasion,  Taylor  found  work  at  his  trade  in 
Illinois.  He  waited  impatiently  for  many  months 
for  notice  to  join  the  expedition.  He  raised  what 
money  was  due  him,  and  at  once  started  for  the 
rendezvous  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  paying  his  own 
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expenaes.  He  was  now  22  years  of  age,  and  is 
described  as  of  medium  height,  rather  heavy  in 
build,  strong  and  capable  of  great  endurance. 
His  complexion  was  dark,  his  hair  reddish- brown, 
his  eyes  dark  brown,  large  and  full.  *  He  was 
smooth-faced  and  boyish  looking.    He  was  a  con- 


Edwin  Coppoc. 


Barclay  Coppoc. 


stant  student,  always  carrying  books  with  him. 
He  was  a  stenographer,  and  he  played  the 
violin.  He  was  quiet  but  persistent  in  his  pur- 
poses, faithful,  courageous  and  loyal.  When 
John  Brown  issued  his  eleven  orders,  just  before 
the  night  attack,  No.  6  required  Capt.  Watson 
Brown  and  Steward  Taylor  to  **  hold  the  covered 
bridge  over  the  Potomac,  and  arrest  anyone 
attempting  to  cross,  using  pikes,  if  resistance  is 
offered,  instead  of  Sharpens  rifles.*'  Taylor  was 
cool  and  fearless  throughout  the  terrible  conflict. 
He  escorted  one  of  Brown's  prisoners  to  his  home, 
to  let  his  family  know  of  his  safety,  and  brought 
him  back  through  crowds  of  armed,  excited,  des- 
perate, drunken  men.  Later  on  in  the  day,  while 
bravely  fighting  near  the  engine  house,  he  received 
a  mortal  wound.  He  fell  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  and  suffered  great  agony  for  three  hours, 
when  death  came  to  his  relief.  The  day  before  the 
attack  he  remarked  to  his  comrades  that  he  felt  he 
would  be  one  of  the  first  killed. 

Jeremiah  G.  Anderson  was  the  grandson  of  an 
officer  of  the  American  revolution.  His  father, 
John  Anderson,  left  the  slave  state  of  Virginia 
soon  after  his  marriage,  and  settled  in  Putman 
county,  Indiana,  where  Jeremiah  was  born  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1833.  After  his  father's  death,  his 
mother  moved  with  her  family  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Jeremiah  was  well  educated.  He  was  sent  by  his 
mother  to  a  Presbyterian  academy  at  Kossuth,  in 
1854,  to  prepare  for  the  ministry.  Hon.  James  W. 
McDill,  afterwards  judge  and  United  States  sena- 
tor, was  one  of  his  instructors.  Judge  McDill  said 
<*he  was  an  eccentric  young  man,  quiet  and  very 
studious."    But  he  had  no  taste  for  the  orthodox 


ministry.  In  an  essay  he  declared  his  belief  in 
universal  salvation,  and  soon  after  became  a  spirit- 
ualist. In  1857,  Jeremiah  went  to  Kansas  and  took 
a  claim  on  the  Little  Osage.  He  joined  C!olonel 
Montgomery's  army,  and  fought  with  him  to  make 
Kansas  a  free  state.  He  afterwards  served  under 
John  Brown,  and  was  with  him  in  one  of  his  suc- 
cessful incursions  for  the  liberation  of  Missouri 
slaves.  He  again  joined  his  old  commander  in  New 
York,  where  he  was  organizing  the  Harper's  Ferry 
campaign,  and  was  one  of  his  most  trusted  and 
faithful  friends.  When  Colonel  Lee's  marines 
broke  through  the  barricade  and  charged  on  its 
six  defenders,  Anderson  was  pierced  with  three 
bayonets  as  his  smoking  rifle  fell  from  his  grasp. 
Mortally  wounded,  he  was  dragged  out  by  his  cap- 
tors and  thrown  down  on  the  stone  flagging  and 
left  to  the  mercy  of  the  brutal  crowd.  He  lingered 
there  in  great  agony  for  three  hours,  subjected  to 
the  most  fiendish  tortures.  A  gang  of  Virginia 
*<  chivalry  "  now  mustered  courage  to  approach  the 
disarmed  and  dyiog  man,  kicking  his  face  with 
their  heavy  boots,  then  opening  his  eyes  they  spit 
tobacco  juice  into  them,  while  others  forced  their 
filthy  quids  into  his  mouth  amid  laughter,  jeers 
and  horrid  oaths.  When  death  finally  ended  his 
sufferings,  two  village   doctors   came  along  and 


Mother  Coppoc,  of  Springdale. 

crowded  his  mutilated  body  into  a  salt  barrel, 
stamping  it  down  with  their  feet.  They  carted 
their  prey  off  toward  their  office,  and  that  was  the 
last  seen  of  Jeremiah  G.  Anderson,  the  ck)se  friend 
of  John  Brown,  and  one  of  the  bravest  Iowa  sol- 
diers who  ever  marched  to  the  field  of  Jeath. 
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Edwin  Coppoc  was  bom  near  Salem,  Ohio,  June  intelligence  and  force  of  character.    She  strongly 

30, 1835.    His  father  died  when  he  was  a  child.  He  opposed  the  determination  of  her  sons  to  enlist  in 

lived  many  years  with  his  grandfather,  going  to  the  desperate  enterprise.    She  had  married  again, 

district  school  and  working  on   a   farm.    He  is  and  her  sons  were  living  with  her  at  Springdale, 

described  as  a  studious,  industrious  boy  of  cheer-  when  John  Brown  and  his  men  came  there  to  pre- 

ful  disposition.     His  eyes  and  hair  were  brown,  pare  for  the  Virginia  invasion.    Her  boys  eagerly 

and  his  skin  fair.    His  head  was  large  and  well  listened  to  the  story  of  the  wrongs  and  cruelties 

formed;  he  was  fond  of  athletic  sports,  and  was  a  inflicted  upon  the  helpless  slaves,  as  eloquently 

genial  companion.    As  a  young  man  he  was  Intel-  told  by  John  Brown,  and  longed  to  help  them  to 

ligent,  active,  brave,  loyal,  and  the  soul  of  honor,  freedom.  Edwin  and  his  younger  brother,  Barclay, 

He  had  winning  manners,  was  amiable,  generous  at  last  determined  to  join  the  brilliant  young  men 

and  kind.  *  Anne  Brown  says  of  Edwin:  **  He  was  who  were  drilling  at  the  Maxson  farm  that  winter, 

a  rare  young  fellow,  fearing  nothing,  yet  possessed  and  follow  wherever  the  old  liberator  should  strike 

of  great  social  traits,  and  no  better  comrade  have  the  next  blow  for  emancipation.    On  the  Iftth  of 

I  ever  met.''    His  mother  was  a  woman  of  unusual  July,  1859,  a  letter  came  from  John  Brown  request- 

Letter  written  by  John  Brown  in  the  Charlestownjail  a  few  days  prior  to  his  execution. 
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ing  them  to  come  on  to  Chambereburg,  Pa.  On  the 
25th  they  bade  their  mother  good-by,  and  started 
ostensibly  for  Ohio.  But  their  mother  was  not  de- 
ceived; she  knew  too  well  their  destination,  and  ex- 
pected never  to  see  them  again. 

Order  No.  9,  made  out  by  Captain  Brown  the 
day  of  the  attack,  details  *'  Lieut.  Albert  Hazlett 
and  Edwin  Coppoc  to  hold  the  armory  opposite  the 
engine  house  after  it  is  taken,  remaining  there 
until  morning,  when  further  orders  will  be  given." 
The  fight  began  early  in  the  forenoon,  and  Brown 
was  so  hotly  engaged  that  his  usual  good  judgment 
failed  him,  and  he  did  not  realize  their  great  peril 
until  his  little  band  was  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by 
overwhelming  numbers,  and  retreat  to  the  moun- 
tains was  impossible.  His  detachments,widely  sep- 
arated, stood  at  their  posts  with  a  courage  never 
surpassed  in  the  annals  of  warfare.  One  by  one 
they  fell  before  the  volleys  pouring  in  upon  them 
from  every  side.  We  hear  of  Edwin  Coppoc  stand- 
ing at  his  post  at  the  armory  gates,  while  balls 
rained  around  him  like  hailstones.  Soon  after  he 
joined  Brown  at  the  engine  bouse  and  the  siege 
began.  Watson  and  Oliver,  sons  of  the  leader,  were 
mortally  wounded,  but  the  heroic  Watson  fought 
on  to  the  last.  John  Brown,  his  son  Watson,  Jetry 
Anderson,  Edwin  Coppoc,  Dauphin  A.  Thompson, 
Steward  Taylor  and  Shields  Green  were  now  the 
only  survivors  left  on  the  Virginia  side.  Escape 
was  impossible,  and  they  determined  to  die  fight- 
ing, knowing  that  no  mercy  would  be  shown  them 
as  prisoners.  Col.  Robert  E.  Lee,  who  was  now  in 
command  of  their  assailants,  sent  a  message  to 
Brown  demanding  his  surrender. 

"No!"  said  Brown,  "  we  prefer  to  die  here." 

Firing  began  again  on  both  sides,  while  Lee 
formed  a  column  for  assault. 

When  the  shock  of  the  final  charge  came.  Brown, 
Anderson  and  Thompson  went  down  beneath  the 
savage  thrusts  of  sabres  and  bayonets.  Edwin 
Coppoc  fired  the  last  shot,  and  he  and  Green  alone 
were  left  unhurt  to  surrender.  The  fight  was 
ended.  Ten  of  the  little  band  were  slain.  Brown 
and  Stevens  were  desperately  wounded,  and,  with 
Coppoc,  Green  and  Copeland,  were  prisoners. 
William  Thompson  and  W.  H.  Leeman,  who  had 
before  surrendered,  were  butchered  in  cold  blood 
by  the  Virginia  "chivalry."  Harper's  Ferry  had 
been  held  forty-eight  hours  by  seventeen  men, 
against  the  assaults  of  from  500  to  1,500  armed 
citizens  and  militia  from  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Nowhere  in  modern  warfare  is  there  recorded 
such  an  unequal  contest  of  similar  duration.  Of 
the  immortal  seventeen,  three  were  Iowa  boys  under 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  On  the  22d  of  November, 
Edwin  Coppoc  wrote  home  an  account  of  the  battle, 
from  which  I  give  a  few  extracts: 

"Eleven  of  our  little  band  are  now  sleeping  in 
their  bloody  garments  with  the  cold  earth  above 
them.    Braver  men  never  lived;  truer  men  to  their 


plighted  word  never  banded  together.  ♦  ♦  • 
As  our  comrades  fell,  we  could  not  minister  to  their 
wants  as  they  deserved,  for  we  were  surrounded  by 
troops  firing  volley  after  volley,  and  we  had  to  keep 
up  a  brisk  fire  in  return  to  keep  them  from  charging' 
upon  us.  Watson  Brown  was  wounded  on  Monday, 
at  the  same  time  Stevens  was,  while  carrying  a  flag 
of  truce;  but  he  got  back  to  the  engine  house.  He 
fought  as  bravely  as  any  man.  When  the  fight  was 
over  he  got  worse.  He  and  Green  and  myself  were 
put  in  the  watch-house.  Watson  kept  getting 
worse  until  Wednesday  morning,  and  begged  hard 
for  a  bed  but  could  not  get  one.    I  pulled  off  my 


Captain  Avid,  John  Brown's  captor  and  jailor. 

coat  and  put  it  under  him  and  placed  his  head  in 
my  lap,  and  in  that  position  he  died.  >•<  *  * 
Whatever  may  be  our  fate,  rest  assured  we  shall 
not  shame  our  dead  companions  by  a  shrinking  fear. 
They  lived  and  died  like  brave  men;  we,  I  trust, 
shall  do  the  same. ' ' 

On  the  19th,  Edwin  Coppoc,  Green  and  Copeland 
were  taken  to  Charleston  jail,  which  was  guarded 
by  state  militia  with  two  cannon  trained  on  it. 
Edwin's  trial  began  on  the  afternocm  of  November 
1st  and  ended  next  day  with  his  conviction.  He 
was  sentenced  to  be  hung  on  the  16th  of  December. 
He  bore  himself  bravely  through  the  ordeal  and 
calmly  awaited  his  doom.  He  and  Cook  were  con- 
fined in  the  same  cell  and  were  very  warm  friends. 
Great  sympathy  was  felt  for  Edwin  Coppoc,  and  it 
was  not  confined  to  his  Ohio  and  Iowa  friends. 
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Even  Grovernor  Wise  could  not  refrain  from  express- 
ing' his  admiration  for  his  noble  bearing  through 
all  the  trying  scenes  of  the  battle,  the  surrender, 
the  trial  and  conviction.  He  asked  no  favors,  made 
no  complaints,  but  calmly  accepted  the  consequences 
of  his  heroic  effort  to  free  the  slaves.  He  faced  his 
awful  doom  without  a  murmur.  His  grandfather 
and  uncle  from  Salem,  Ohio,  and  Thomas  Gwynn,  of 
Cedar  county,  Iowa,  went  down  to  Virginia  to 
appeal  to  Governor  Wise  for  a  commutation  of  his 
sentence  to  imprisonment,  and  to  his  credit  let  it  be 
known  that  the  governor  made  such  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  legislature,  as  in  cases  of  treason  he  had 
not  the  power  to  interfere.  A  committee  of  that 
body  recommended  the  commutation,  but  the 
Virginia  legislature  demanded  his  death.  Shields 
Green,  the  faithful  negro,  managed  to  secrete  an 
old  knife  when  captured,  which  he  now  gave  to 
Ck>ppoc.  Edwin  contrived  to  notch  the  blade  into 
a  rude  saw.  With  this  he  and  Cook  sawed  the 
shackles  from  their  limbs  and,  digging  a  hole 
through  the  brick  wall  of  their  cell  the  night 
before  execution,  they  made  a  bold  strike  for 
freedom.  But  the  guards  discovered  them  as  they 
crept  out  and  they  were  returned  to  their  cell. 

The  few  remaining  hours  of  their  lives  were 
spent  in  writing  farewell  letters  to  their  friends. 

The  morning  of  their  last  day  dawned  upon 
Cook  and  Coppoc.  They  were  as  calm  and  brave 
in  death  as  they  had  been  all  through  the  two  days 
of  fierce  battle.  Their  comrades.  Green  and  Cope- 
land,  were  executed  at  10:30  a.  m.,  December  16th, 
and  at  half-past  twelve  Cook  and  Coppoc  were 
taken  from  their  cells.  They  were  permitted  to 
bid  Hazlett  and  Stevens  good-bye,  on  their  way  to 
the  scaffold.  When  the  black  caps  were  drawn 
over  their  heads,  they  clasped  each  other's  hands 
in  a  last  farewell  and  calmly  met  their  doom. 
Edwin's  body  was  taken  by  his  friends  to  his  boy- 
hood home  at  Salem,  and  there  laid  to  rest  among 
his  kindred. 

Barclay  Coppoc,  Edwin's  younger  brother,  was 
bom  January  4,  1839.  He  was  somewhat  taller 
than  Edwin,  of  slender  build,  brown  hair,  bold, 
large  eyes  and  a  determined  expression.  He  was 
threatened  with  consumption  from  boyhood.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  joined  a  party  going  to 
Kansas.  Emigrant  life  improved  his  health  and 
he  enjoyed  the  stirring  events  of  the  free  state  con- 
flict with  the  Missouri  invaders.  Here  he  met 
Aaron  D.  Stevens,  Richard  Realf  and  John  Brown, 
and  enlisted  in  some  of  their  expeditions.  When 
his  old  leader  came  to  Sprlngdale,  a  year  later, 
Barclay  was  ready  to  again  take  up  arms  against 
slavery  under  his  former  commander.  As  we  have 
seen,  he  was  not  in  the  desperate  fight  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  from  the  fact  that  he  was  sent  with  Owen 
Brown's  party  to  guard  their  arms  on  the  Maryland 
side.  After  all  was  lost  and  they  escaped  to  the 
mountains,  Owen  Brown  was  by  common  consent 


made  their  leader.  A  large  reward  was  offered  by 
Governor  Wise  for  their  arrest  and  delivery  to  the 
jail  of  Jefferson  county.  The  country  was  soon 
alive  with  armed  men  hunting  for  the  fugitives. 
Governor  Wise  described  Barclay  Coppoc  as  follows: 

'*  He  is  about  twenty  years  of  age;  is  about  five 
feeb  seven  and  a  half  inches  in  height,  with  hazel 
eyes  and  brown  hair,  wears  a  light  mustache,  and 
has  a  consumptive  look." 

Each  member  of  the  party  was  as  minutely 
described.  Cook  was  so  well  known  at  Harper's 
Ferry  that  a  perfect  description  was  given  of  him, 
and  a  reward  of  $1,000  was  offered  for  his  capture. 
As  they  passed  near  Chambersburg,  In  the  moun- 
tains. Cook  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  ven- 
ture Into  that  town  In  the  darkness  of  night  to  see 
his  young  wife  and  say  good-bye  before  going  on  to 
Canada.  His  companions  protested  most  earnestly, 
but  he  started  on,  after  appointing  a  place  to  meet 
them  before  morning.  They  waited  at  the  meeting 
place  long  and  anxiously,  but  never  saw  him  again. 

The  story  of  the  fearful  sufferings  of  these  men, 
as  they  wandered  for  thlrty-slx  days  through  the 
wilds  of  the  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  mountains, 
would  fill  a  volume.  Subsisting  on  unground  field 
com,  occasional  fruit,  a  raw  chicken  now  and  then, 
without  shelter  or  fire,  huddling  together  when 
sleeping  amid  chilling  rains,  sleet  and  snow,  with 
feet  lacerated  by  sharp  rocks  and  thorns,  always 
nearly  perishing  from  hunger,  human  suffering 
reached  Its  limit.  They  were  pursued  by  human 
and  brute  bloodhounds— the  first  eager  for  blood 
money,  and  the  latter  thirsting  for  their  life  blood. 
Merrlam  soon  gave  out.  He  was  left  on  a  railroad 
track,  and  entered  an  obscure  station,  and,  at  great 
risk,  took  a  train  and  escaped.  After  reaching 
northern  Pennsylvania,  starving  and  utterly 
exhausted,  the  others  at  last  ventured  to  seek  shel- 
ter at  a  farmhouse.  Weeks  had  elapsed  since  they 
had  escaped,  and  not  a  word  had  reached  them  of 
the  fate  of  their  comrades.  A  paper  was  lying  on 
the  table.  Tldd  took  It  up  and  began  to  read.  His 
face  paled  as  he  read  on.  Owen  and  Barclay  were 
watching  him  Intently.  With  a  forced  calmness, 
Tldd  then  began  to  read  aloud  the  story  of  the  trial 
and  death  sentence  of  John  Brown  and  Edwin 
Coppoc,  and  the  capture  of  Cook  and  Hazlett. 
Tears  rolled  down  Barclay's  cheeks  as  the  fate  of 
his  brother,  the  old  captain  and  the  gallant  Cook 
was  read;  but  not  a  word  dared  they  utter.  After 
leaving  them.  It  seems  that  Cook  had  suddenly 
come  to  a  clearing  In  the  woods  before  dark,  and 
found  himself  face  to  face  with  three  woodchoppers. 
Two  of  them  were  stalwart  brothers  named  Logan, 
professional  slave  catchers.  They  had  seen  the 
description  of  Cook,  and  knew  of  the  $1,000  reward. 
They  recognized  and  seized  him  at  once,  and,  bind- 
ing his  arms,  they  delivered  him  over  to  the  Vir- 
ginia officers,  and  pocketed  the  reward. 

One  of  the  Logans  joined  the  rebel  army  two 
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years  later  and  was  killed  by  a  Union  bullet.  The 
other  lived  many  years,  always  suffering  remorse 
for  their  infamous  sale  of  the  gallant  Cook  to  the 
Virginia  hangman.  He  was  finally  crushed  to 
death  beneath  the  wheels  of  a  railroad  train. 

The  three  famished  men  traveled  on,  after  a 
night's  rest  for  the  first  time  in  a  month  under  a 
roof,  and  after  a  few  days  more  felt  reasonably  safe 
to  travel  by  daylight.  Goppoc  soon  after  took  the 
cars  for  Iowa  which  he  safely  reached,  worn  almost 
to  a  skeleton  by  starvation  and  exposure.  He 
appeared  suddenly  in  his  old  home  on  the  17th  of 
Deoember  and  met  a  warm  and  tearful  welcome. 
His  brother  Edwin  and  his  comrade  Cook  had  died 
on  a  Virginia  scaffold  the  day  before.  Barclay  was 
so  near  death  from  his  terrible  sufferings,  that  his 
Springdale  friends  determined  to  defend  him  in  his 
own  home  from  surrender  to  the  Virginia  hang- 
Armed  and  drilled,  the  guard  kept  nightly 


calmly  listening  to  the  violent  language  of  this 
individual,  who  was  swinging  his  arms  wildly  in 
his  wrath.  The  governor  quietly  suggested  to  the 
stranger  that '^  he  had  supposed  he  did  not  want 
his  business  made  public.'' 

The  rude  reply  was:  *'  I  don't  care  a  d — n  who 
knows  it  now,  since  you  have  refused  to  honor  the 
requisition." 

The  pompous  man  then  proceeded  to  argue  the 
case  with  the  governor,  and  we  soon  learned  that 
he  was  an  agent  from  Virginia  bearing  a  requisi- 
tion from  Governor  Lietcher*  for  the  surrender  of 
Barclay  Coppoc. 

In  reply  to  a  remark  by  the  agent,  that  Coppoc 
might  escape  before  he  could  get  the  defect  in  the 
requisition  cured,  the  governor,  looking  signifi- 
cantly at  t(8,  replied,  *^  There  is  a  law  under  which 
you  can  arrest  Coppoc  and  hold  him  until  the  requi- 
sition is  granted,"  and  the  governor  reached  for 


John  BrvwtCs  sons  at  komt  in  later  years  in  Southern  California. 


watch  over  him  for  many  weeks.  F.  C.  Galbraith, 
of  Springdale,  thus  describes  the  plans  of  his 
defenders: 

**  Springdale  is  in  arms  and  prepared  at  a  half- 
hour's  notice  to  give  his  pursuers  a  reception  of  200 
shots.  There  are  three  of  our  number  who  always 
know  his  whereabouts,  and  nobody  else  knows  any- 
thing of  him.  He  is  never  seen  at  night  where  he 
was  during  the  day,  and  there  are  men  on  watch  at 
Davenport,  Muscatine,  Iowa  City,  West  Liberty 
and  Tipton.  It  is  intended  to  baffle  them  in  every 
possible  way  without  bloodshed." 

On  the  23d  day  of  January,  1860,  in  company 
with  the  late  Gen.  Ed  Wright  (both  of  us  being 
members  of  the  legislature  then  in  session),  I  went 
into  the  executive  rooms  on  business  with  Gov- 
ernor Kirkwood.  We  found  in  conference  with 
the  governor  a  pompous-looking  man,  who  seemed 
to  be  greatly  excited.    Governor  Kirkwood  was 


the  code.  We  waited  to  hear  no  more,  but  saying 
to  the  governor  that  we  would  call  again  when  he 
was  not  engaged,  and  giving  him  a  look  that  was  a 
response  to  his  own,  we  walked  out. 

We  felt  there  was  not  a  moment  to  lose  if  we 
would  save  Coppoc  from  the  Virginia  gallows.  We 
hastily  communicated  with  J.  W.  Cattell,  J.  B. 
Grinnell,  David  Hunt,  Amos  Hoag  and  other  well 
known  anti-slavery  members  of  the  legislature.  It 
was  instantly  decided  that  a  special  messenger 
must  be  sent  to  warn  Coppoc  and  his  friends  of  the 
danger.  A  purse  was  hastily  made  up,  and  Isaac 
Brandt  was  delegated  to  find  a  man  of  nerve,  who 
could  endure  a  horseback  ride  in  midwinter  of  165 
miles  without  sleep  or  rest.  He  soon  produced  a 
small,  wiry  young  man,  who  was  an  experienced 
horseman  and  as  tireless  as  a  cow-boy.    His  name 

*  Governor  Wise's  term  expired  January  1, 1860,  and  he 
was  succeeded  by  Governor  Letcher. 
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was  Williams.  A  fast  horse  was  procured,  while 
Williams  equipped  himself  for  a  ride  for  life.  Cre- 
dentials were  hastily  prepared,  to  be  presented  by 
our  messenger  to  the  agents  of  the  ^*  underground 
railroad"  on  the  route,  to  enable  him  to  procure 
fresh  horses  at  each  point  without  delay.  A  note 
was  written  to  a  trusted  friend  at  Springdale,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

DBS  Moines.  January  28, 1860. 
John  H.  Painter— There  Is  an  application  for  young 
Goppoo  from  the  goyernor  of  Virginia,  and  the  governor 
here  will  be  compelled  to  surrender  him.  If  he  is  in  your 
neighborhood,  tell  him  to  make  his  escape  from  the  United 
States.  Your  Friend. 

It  was  not  prudent  to  sign  a  name  to  the  note, 
but  it  bore  its  stamp  of  genuineness  in  the  well 
known  handwriting  of  Senator  Cattell,  with  which 
Painter  was  familiar.  In  less  than  two  hours  from 
the  time  we  left  the  executive  rooms  the  sharp, 


before  hung  John  Brown,  Edwin  Coppoc,  John  E. 
Cook,  Shields  Green  and  John  Copeland.  If  our 
messenger  could  reach  Springdale  before  Mr.  Camp 
could  get  to  Iowa  City  and  procure  a  posse  to  make 
the  arrest,  a  bloody  conflict  would  be  prevented, 
and  Coppoc  could  reach  a  place  of  safety. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  Mr.  Williams 
alighted  from  his  last  foaming  horse  at  John  H. 
Painter's,  and  Barclay  Coppoc  was  saved. 

When  Mr.  Camp  reached  Iowa  City,  he  heard  of 
the  armed  guard  of  Coppoc's  friends  at  Springdale, 
and  remembering  that  John  Brown,  with  seventeen 
young  men  of  the  same  stamp,  had  held  Harper's 
Ferry  two  days  and  three  nights  against  1,000 
armed  Virginians,  he  had  no  consuming  desire  to 
lead  an  officer's  squad  against  the  Sharpens  rifles  of 
Coppoc's  defenders.  He  slunk  away  to  Muscatine 
to  wait  for  legal  requisition  papers. 

The  day  after  our  messenger  started,  it  became 


John  Brown* s  sons  and  cabin  in  California. 


rapid  strokes  of  the  shoes  of  a  fast  'horse  on  the 
frozen  ground  resounded  on  the  old  stage  road  out 
by  the  ** Prairie  Queen"  and  on  to  Four  Mile 
Ridge.  The  rider  was  enveloped  in  a  huge  bu£falo 
overcoat  and  fur  cap,  while  a  small  leather  saddle 
valise  carried  his  baggage  and  refreshments  to  for- 
tify against  a  piercing  east  wind  which  he  faced. 
His  instructions  were  to  reach  Springdale  as  soon 
as  horse  flesh  and  human  endurance  could  make  it, 
and  then  rest,  sleep  and  return  at  his  leisure. 

We  confidently  expected  that  Mr.  Camp,  the 
Virginian,  would  take  the  first  stage  east,  which 
traveled  day  and  night  with  frequent  change  of 
horses,  and  'arrest  Coppoc  before  his  friends  could 
be  rallied.  We  knew  there  was  a  drilled  band  of 
seventy-five  determined  young  men  in  and  about 
Springdale  who  were  well  armed,  and  had  declared 
that  Barclay  Coppoc  should  never  be  surrendered 
to  the ^  Virginia  ^governor  who  had  a  few  weeks 


known  that  Covernor  Kirkwood's  legal  learning 
had  enabled  him  to  detect  some  fatal  fiaws  in  Gov- 
ernor Letcher's  requisition  papers,  and  that  he  had 
refused  to  surrender  Coppoc.  M.  V.  Bennett  (a 
bitter  democratic  partisan  member  of  the  lower 
house  of  the  legislature  from  Marion  county)  pre- 
sented resolutions  of  inquiry,  some  time  after  the 
affair  became  public,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  A  requisition  was  made  on  the  governor  of 
Iowa,  by  the  gt)vernor  of  Virginia,  for  Barclay  CToppoo,  an 
alleired  participant  in  the  difficulties  at  Hari>er's  Ferry, 
Va.,  as  a  fugitive  from  Justice,  and  ' 

Whereas.  The  governor  of  Iowa  has  refused  to  deliver 
up  said  Ooppoc  under  said  requisition,  alleging  technical 
defects  therein ;  therefore,  be  it 

AMolved,  That  the  governor  of  Iowa  be  requested  to  lay 
before  this  house  a  copy  of  the  requisition  directed  to  him 
by  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  all  matters  connected 
therewith ;  alto  to  Inform  this  house  whether  he  possesses 
any  knowledge  in  regard  to  a  rumor  that  a  special  mes- 
senger was  dispatched  to  inform  Ooppoc  of  his  danger; 
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and  if  so,  by  what  authority  said  measeDger  was  dispatched 
to  inform  Ooppoc  of  bis  danger. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  F.  Gurley,  of  Scott  county, 
tbe  resolutions  were  somewhat  changed  and  passed. 
In  response  to  them  Governor  Kirkwood  sent  all 
the  papers  in  the  case  to  the  house,  with  a  special 
message,  which  is  excellent  reading  even  now  after 
thirty-six  years  have  elapsed. 

Briefly,  the  reasons  Kirkwood  gave  for  refusing 
to  order  Goppoc's  arrest  were: 

First, — No  indictment  had  been  found  against 
him. 

Second, — The  affidavit  was  made  before  an  alleged 
notary  public  but  was  not  authenticated  by  a 
notary's  seal. 

Thh^.—The  affidavit  did  not  show  that  Goppoc 
was  in  Virginia  aiding  and  abetting  John  Brown. 

Fourth,^lt  did  not  legally  charge  him  with  com- 
mission of  any  crime. 

The  governor  says: 

**  It  is  a  high  prerogative  of  official  power  in  any 
case,  to  seize  a  citizen  of  the  state,  and  send  him 
upon  an  ex  parte  statement  without  any  preliminary 
examination,  and  without  confronting  him  with  a 
single  witness,  to  a  distant  state  for  triaL  It  is  a 
prerogative  so  high  that  the  law  tolerates  its  exercise 
only  on  certain  fixed  conditions,  and  I  shall  not  exer- 
cise that  povoer  to  the  peril  of  any  citizen  of  lowa^  upon 
demand  of  the  state  of  Virginia^  or  any  other  state, 
unless  these  conditions  are  complied  with. 

^*  The  fact  that  an  agent  of  Virginia  was  here 
with  a  requisition  for  Goppoc  became  publicly 
known,  solely  through  the  acts  of  that  agent  him- 
self. After  I  had  communicated  my  determination 
to  him,  not  to  grant  the  warrant,  he  sat  in  my  office 
conversing  with  me  on  the  subject  During  our 
conversation,  other  persons  came  in,  and  to  my  sur- 
prise he  continued  the  conversation  in  their  pres- 
ence. I  said  to  him  that  ^I  supposed  he  did  not 
wish  his  business  made  known  to  the  public'  He 
replied  that  as  the  warrant  had  been  refused  he  did 
not  care  who  knew  it.  In  this  manner  the  fact  that 
a  requisition  had  been  made  for  Goppoc  became 
known  in  this  place.  The  insinuation  that  I  had 
anything  to  do,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  sending 
information  to  Goppoc  that  a  requisition  had  been 
made  for  him,  is  simply  and  unqualifiedly  untrue; 
nor  have  I  any  means  of  knowing  whether  such 
information  was  sent  by  others,  or  if  so,  by  whom 
sent,  other  than  common  rumor.  Permit  me  te  say 
in  conclusion,  that  one  of  the  most  important  duties 
of  the  official  position  I  hold  is  to  see  that  no  citi- 
zen of  Iowa  is  carried' beyond  her  border  and  sub- 
jected to  the  ignominy  of  imprisonment,  and  the 
perils  of  trial  for  crimes  in  another  state,  otherwise 
than  by  due  process  of  law.  That  duty  I  shall 
perform.  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood." 

These  ringing  words  of  the  fearless  old  war  gov- 
ernor stand  out  in  bold  contrast  to  the  cringing 


attitude  of  Governor  Packer  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
hastened  to  send  two  of  Goppoc^s  companions  (Gook 
and  Hazlett),  back  to  the  Virginia  gallows,  without 
even  an  investigation  of  the  legality  of  the  papers. 
Governor  Letcher  was  in  a  great  rage  when  the 
Iowa  governor's  refusal  reached  him,  but  he  under- 
stood that  nothing  short  of  a  rigid  compliance  with 
all  requirements  of  law  would  enable  him  to  wrest 
another  victim  for  execution  from  Iowa.  He  had 
the  grand  jury  summoned,  and  procured  Goppoc's 
indictment.  Here  is  one  of  the  counts  in  the 
famous  document: 

Thirteenth  Judicial  circuit  of  Virginia,  Jefferson  oou/nty: 
The  jurors  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  in 
and  for  the  body  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  duly 
empaneled  and  attending  upon  said  court,  upon 
their  oaths  present,  that  Barclay  Goppoc,  being  a 
free  person,  on  the  I6th  and  17th  days  of  October, 
in  the  year  1859,  and  on  divers  other  days  before 
and  after  that  time,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson  and 
commonwealth  of  Virginia  aforesaid,  and  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  not  having  the  fear  of 
God  before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced 
by  the  instigations  of  the  devil,  did  maliciously, 
wilfully  and  feloniously  conspire  with  certain  John 
Brown,  Edwin  Goppoc,  John  E.  Gook,  Shields 
Green,  John  Gopeland,  Aaron  D.  Stevens  and  other 
persons  to  the  jurors  unknown,  to  induce  certain 
slaves  of  said  countv  and  commonwealth  aforesaid, 
to-wit,— slaves  called  Henry,  Levi,  Ben,  Jerry, 
Phil,  George  and  Bill,  the  slaves  of  John  H.  All- 
stadt,— and  each  of  said  slaves  respectively  to  rebel 
and  make  insurrection  against  their  said  masters, 
and  against  the  authority  of  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  to  the  evil 
example  of  all  others  in  like  case  offending,  and 
against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  pro- 
vided, and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

Endorsed— **A  true  bill,"  February  3, 1860. 

J.  A.  Lewis, 

Forema/n, 


It  was  the  10th  day  of  February  before  Governor 
Letcher's  legal  requisition  reached  Des  Moines. 
Then  Governor  Kirkwood  was  compelled  to  issue 
his  warrant  for  the  arrest— but  Goppoc  was  not  to 
be  found.  His  friends  got  news  of  the  new  requi- 
sition promptly.  That  night,  with  his  staunch 
friend,  Thaddeus  Maxson,  Barclay  was  conveyed  in 
a  sleigh  to  Mechanlcsville,  accQmpanied  by  a  well 
armed  guard.  Goppoc  and  Maxson  took  the  night 
train  on  the  Northwestern  road  for  Ghicago,  where 
they  stayed  several  days  with  a  trusted  family  of 
colored  friends.  They  went  on  to  Ganada  and 
remained  until  the  Virginia  officer  left  for  his 
home.  Learning  that  his  late  companions,  Owen 
Brown  and  F  J.  Merriam,  were  staying  in  Ashta- 
bula county,  Ohio,  Barclay  and  his  friend  Maxson 
joined  them,  and  the  little  party  stayed  several 
weeks  at  the  town  of  Dorset.  They  were  always 
well  armed  and  ready  to  defend  themselves  day  or 
night. 

The  young  man  who  so  narrowly  escaped  death 
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the  second  time,  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  dan- 
gers. Barclay  Coppoc  never  ceased  his  war  upon 
slavery.  Early  in  the  summer  of  1860  he  went  to 
Kansas  and  aided  some  Missouri  slaves  to  freedom. 
When  the  civil  war  began,  he  hastened  to  join  the 
Union  army,  and  was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Fourth  Kansas  Volunteers,  commanded  by  the 
gallant  Colonel  Montgomery,  of  Kansas  war  fame. 
Lieutenant  Ck>ppoc  was  sent  to  his  old  home  in 
Iowa  to  secure  recruits  who  wanted  to  serve  under 
him.    Oh  his  return  with  them  he  met  his  death  on 


the  30th  day  of  August,  1861,  from  the  burning  of  a 
railroad  bridge  by  Missouri  guerrillas,  precipitating 
the  train  he  was  on  eighty  feet  into  the  Platte 
river.  A  large  number  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Coppoc's  body  was  taken  to  Leaven- 
worth, and  buried  in  Pilot  Knob  cemetery.  On  a 
fine  soldiers'  monument  erected  at  Tipton,  near  his 
old  home,  by  the  patriotic  people  of  Cedar  county, 
to  the  memory  of  its  citizen  soldiers  who  gave  their 
lives  for  their  country  in  the  rebellion,  is  inscribed 
the  name  of  Barclay  Coppoc. 


Chapter  XII. 

FirumcUU  Depression  of  1867^Wtld-cat  Bcmks^Iowa  State  Banks— Qreat  Tornado  of  1860—Camanche 
Destroyed—  War  of  the  EebelMon  Coming—The  War  Session  of  the  General  Assembly— The  First  Iowa  Regiment. 


A  building  having  been  erected  by  the  citizens 
of  Des  Moines  for  a  temporary  state  house,  in  the 
fall  of  1857  the  state  officers  moved  the  records  and 
furniture  from  Iowa  City,  and  the  capital  of  the 
state  was  established  at  Des  Moines.  Under  the 
new  constitution  provision  had  been  made  for  the 
election  of  a  lieutenant-governor,  and  at  the  Octo- 
ber election  of  1867  Oran  Faville,  the  republican 
candidate,  was  elected  to  that  office,  and  became 
the  first  lieutenant-governor  of  Iowa. 

The  year  1857  closed  with  great  financial  depres- 
sion throughout  the  country.  Most  of  the  banks 
had  suspended  specie  payment  and  the  redemption 
of  their  bills,  and  a  very  large  number  of  them  had 
failed.  There  were  no  banks  in  Iowa  permitted  to 
issue  bills  for  currency,  and  It  was  4mpos8ible  to 
get  good  money  in  sufficient  amount  to  buy  the 
farm  produce  or  carry  on  the  ordinary  business. 
In  order  to  meet  the  emergency  two  banks  were 
established  by  Iowa  men  in  Nebraska,  one  called 
the  Bank  of  Nebraska  and  the  other  the  Bank  of 
Florence.  These  banks  issued  paper  currency, 
which  was  brought  into  Iowa  and  put  into  circula- 
tion by  the  Iowa  banking  houses  which  owned  the 
Nebraska  banks.  So  long  as  Iowa  people  would 
receive  these  bills  as  money,  a  very  large  amount 
of  business  was  done  with  them  in  the  absence  of  a 
supply  of  better  currency. 

A  firm  of  Davenport  merchants  and  produce 
dealers  procured  fine  plates  and  had  printed  in  the 
form  and  style  of  bank  bills  their  promises  to  pay, 
and  put  them  in  circulation  in  exchange  for  farm 
produce,  and  for  a  time  did  an  immense  business. 
But,  in  competition  with  such  currency,  gold  and 
silver  and  good  bank  bills  were  retired  from  circu- 
lation and  hoarded  until  none  was  to  be  procured 
except  at  a  large  premium.  Taxes  had  to  be  paid 
in  gold  and  silver,  as  it  was  the  only  legal  money 
in  Iowa.  Under  such  conditions  the  Seventh  Gen- 
eral Assembly  convened  on  the  11th  of  January, 


1858,  the  first  session  under  the  new  constitution, 
which  authorized  the  establishment  of  banks  in 
Iowa.  An  excellent  banking  law  was  enacted,  pro- 
viding for  a  system  of  state  banks  and  branches, 
which  had  to  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  electors 
for  approval.  The  laws  were  made  to  harmonize  as 
far  as  possible,  and  a  commission  appointed  to 
revise  the  general  laws  and  report  at  the  next 
session.  Grovernor  Grimes  was  elected  to  succeed 
General  Jones  in  the  United  States  senate,  and,  for 
the  first  time  in  its  history,  Iowa  had  not  a  demo- 
crat in  congress.  The  people  at  an  election 
adopted  the  banking  system  enacted  by  the  legisla- 
ture, and  Iowa  soon  after  had  as  good  banks  and 
as  sound  currency  as  any  state  in  the  Union. 

THE  GREAT  TORNADO  OP  1860. 

The  greatest  tornado  that  ever  swept  over  Iowa 
was  formed  from  a  hailstorm  that  was  first  seen  on 
the  great  prairies  of  Calhoun  and  Webster  coun- 
ties on  Sunday,  June  3,  1860,  at  about  half  past  3 
o'clock.  The  day  had  been  very  sultry,  with  the 
exception  of  an  occasional  slight  breeze  which 
would  spring  up  from  some  direction  and  in  a  few 
moments  would  die  away.  The  next  breeze  would 
come  from  an  entirely  different  direction,  and  after 
blowing  for  a  brief  time  disappear.  As  the  day 
advanced  the  heat  became  more  intense,  and  not  a 
breath  of  air  was  stirring.  It  was  noticed  that  the 
cattle  and  horses  in  the  pastures  were  uneasy,  and 
kept  walking  around  throwing  their  heads  up  in 
the  air  as  though  disturbed  by  some  unusual  appre- 
hension. They  would  follow  along  the  fences,  seek- 
ing a  place  to  get  out.  The  birds  gathered  in  the 
groves  and  shade  trees  about  the  houses.  The  dogs 
were  seen  sniffing  the  air,  as  though  someone  or 
something  unusual  was  approaching.  I  was  living 
on  a  high,  sightly  prairie  elevation  from  which  we 
could  see  several  groves  at  great  distances  to  the 
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west  and  southwest.  The  air  seemed  to  be  unusu- 
ally clear,  and  I  could  see  the  trees  near  Tipton,  a 
distance  of  seventeen  miles,  that  day,  somethins: 
that  had  very  seldom  been  known.  At  about  6 
o'clock,  we  noticed  in  the  west,  just  above  the 
horizon,  banks  of  light-colored  clouds,  appearing 
in  a  long,  irregular  line  from  far  in  the  north  to 
away  off  in  the  south.  Very  slowly  they  arose, 
and  in  half  an  hour  we  could  see  below  them  the 
darkest,  blue-black,  continuous  cloud,  reaching 
the  whole  distance  from  north  to  south,  that  I 
remember  to  have  seen.  Soon  after,  a  very  light 
haze,  of  a  bluish-green  tint,  began  to  be  visible  in 
the  atmosphere.  At  this  time  the  air  seemed  most 
profoundly  still  and  oppressive.  The  uneasiness  of 
all  domestic  animals  increased.  Those  running  at 
large  upon  the  great  prairie  ranges  were  seen  to  be 
approaching  the  settlements  with  a  startled,  fright- 


tions  I  had  read  of  their  appearance.  The  cloud 
had  now  been  in  sight  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  and  the  vivid  flashing  of  the  lightning  and 
steady  roar  of  the  thunder  were  continuous,  with- 
out any  perceptible  cessation. 

The  wind  had  come  up  in  gusts  from  the  east, 
then  south  and  again  suddenly  veering  to  the  north, 
then  as  suddenly  dying  away  into  a  dead  calm.  The 
cloud  was  now  rising  rapidly  and  trailing  below  it 
seemed  to  be  an  immense  waterspout,  the  lower 
end  of  which  appeared  to  be  dragging  on  the 
ground.  We  could  hear  a  steady  roar,  very  heavy, 
but  not  loud,  like  an  immense  freight  train  going 
over  a  long  bridge.  Looking  off  about  three  miles 
towards  a  grove  in  the  .path  of  the  black,  trailing 
waterspout  as  it  passed  through  the  timber,  high 
up  in  the  air  great  trees,  torn  and  shattered,  could 
be  plainly  seen  thrown  by  the  force  of  the^whirl- 
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ened  appearance.  As  the  long  line  of  clouds  slowly 
arose,  the  lower  portion,  where  it  seemed  to  touch 
the  earth,  became  of  inky  blackness.  We  could 
now  barely  hear  the  long  continued  rumble  of  thun- 
der, and  for  some  time  sharp  tongues  of  lightning 
had  been  visible.  The  atmosphere,  the  haze  and 
the  rising  bank  of  clouds  had  a  wierd,  unnatural 
appearance,  and  the  oppressiveness  of  the  lifeless 
heat  became  almost  unendurable.  It  was  now 
noticed  for  the  first  time  that  the  light-colored 
upper  clouds,  which  resembled  the  dense  smoke  of 
a  great  prairie  fire,  were  rapidly  moving  from  the 
north  and  south  toward  the  center  of  the  storm 
cloud,  and  as  they  met  they  boiled  like  foaming 
water  and  descended  in  a  rapid  movement  to  the 
black  cloud  below.  We  were  all  now  intently 
watching  this  strange  movement,  something  we 
had  never  before  seen.  It  flashed  over  me  in  a 
moment,  this  is  a  tornado!  as  I  remembered  descrip- 


wind  outside  of  its  vortex  and  falling  towards  the 
earth.  My  family  had  been  sent  into  the  cellar, 
which  was  made  of  large  rocks  upon  which  rested 
our  balloon-frame  house.  I  stood  close  by  the  out- 
side doorway,  ready  to  spring  in  if  the  fearful, 
black,  swaying  trail  should  come  towards  the  house. 
It  appeared  to  be  going  about  half  a  mile  north  of 
us.  The  sight,  while  grand  and  fearful,  was  too  fas- 
cinating to  be  lost  unless  the  danger  came  nearer. 
The  roar  was  now  awful,  and  a  terrific  wind  was 
blowing  directly  towards  the  swaying,  twisting, 
dragging,  black  trail,  which  seemed  to  be  sweep- 
ing down  into  the  ground.  It  was  now  coming 
directly  towards  the  log  house  of  my  nearest  neigh- 
bors on  the  north,  and  I  saw  them  run  out  and  down 
a  steep  bluff  of  Rock  creek  and  cling  to  the  willows. 
Suddenly  the  black  trail  raised  up  in  the  air,  and  I 
could  see  falling  to  the  ground  tree  tope,  rails, 
boards,  posts,  and  every  conceivable  broken  frag- 
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mentof  wrecked  buildings.  As  the  storm  swept 
by  no  more  could  be  seen  of  that  devouring,  whirl- 
ing, irresistible,  black  trailing  demon  of  air,  water, 
and  electricity  that  had  wrought  such  destruction. 
We  learned  the  next  day  that  the  whirlwind  part 
of  the  storm  did  not  strike  the  earth  again  until  it 
had  gone  about  seven  miles,  when  it  united  with 
another  branch  coming  from  the  northwest,  when 
they  tore  on  in  a  broad  path  for  twenty-eight  miles. 


Old  capital t  Des  Moines^  after  it  was  rebuilt.    Destroyed  by  fire 
in  1892. 

sweeping  everything  from  the  face  of  the  earth  to 
the  Mississippi  river.  Night  came  on  and  we  could 
learn  nothing  of  the  terrible  damage  wrought  until 
the  next  day,  when  the  news  came  of  the  destruction 
of  the  town  of  Camanche. 

It  was  nearly  a  week  before  the  full  particulars 
of  the  fearful  ruin  brought  by  this  gre&test  of 
northern  tornadoes  could  be  gathered  up.  It  first 
assumed  the  whirlwind  form  in  Hardin  county,  and 
the  first  loss  of  life  came  near  New  Providence. 
Twelve  houses  were  destroyed  in  that  village  but 
most  of  the  people  were  at  a  meeting  some  distance 
away  and  the  loss  of  life  was  small.  Seven  miles 
south  of  Eldora  Michael  Devine's  brick  house  was 
destroyed,  four  persons  killed,  and  five  terribly 
injured.  Schoolhouses,  bams,  sheds,  stacks,  fences, 
were  blown  for  miles  across  the  prairies.  Mangled 
bodies  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  were  strewn  in 
every  direction.  Corn  and  wheat  was  literally 
torn  up  by  the  roots  and  everything  above  ground 
was  destroyed.  The  tornado  crossed  the  Iowa  river 
at  Sanderson's  mill,  swept  a  clean  path  through 
the  woods  and  passed  on  through  the  north  of  Ma^ 
shall  county.  The  number  of  persons  killed  in 
Hardin  county  was  seven;  wounded,  twenty-seven; 
houses  destroyed,  thirty* seven;  estimated  loss, 
$75,000.  It  swept  down  through  Linn  county, 
destroying  farm  houses,  barns,  orchards  and  groves, 
horses  and  cattle.  Eighteen  persons  were  killed, 
thirty-five  wounded  severely,  eighteen  houses 
destroyed,  and  the  property  loss  estimated  at  $150,- 
000.  A  branch  of  the  main  line  of  the  tornado, 
which  passed  over  a  portion  of  Jones  county,  killed 
nine  persons,  wounded  thirty,  destroyed  thirteen 


houses  and  did  damage  to  the  amount  of  $30,000.  In 
Cedar  county  three  persons  were  killed,  thirteen 
wounded,  eight  houses  destroyed  and  a  property 
loss  of  $15,000.  In  Clinton  county,  after  the  two 
storms  united,  the  destruction  was  awful.  In  many 
places  the  path  of  the  tornado  was  from  80  to 
160  rods  In  width  and  this  track  was  left  a  desert 
waste.  Scores  of  people  were  killed  and  mangled, 
and  beautiful  homes  utterly  swept  out  of  existence. 
The  full  fury  of  the  united  tornadoes  struck  the 
village  of  Camanche  at  about  7  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. One  who  visited  the  place  the  next  morning 
gives  the  following  description  of  the  ruin:  '*  Amid 
the  devastation  that  met  the  eye  and  Is  utterly 
indescribable,  wherever  a  few  boards  hung  together, 
were  gathered  the  survivors,  some  slumbering, 
others  sitting  in  despair,  mourning  the  loved  and 
lost;  some  nursing  the  wounded,  while  many  lay 
dead  side  by  side  in  rough  boxes  in  a  building.  The 
tornado  had  swept  through  the  town  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  wide,  literally  prostrating  everything  before 
it.  The  town  was  not  a  mass  of  ruins,  but  It  looked 
as  though  the  houses  and  their  contents  were 
literally  scattered.  There  were  fragments  of  what 
had  been  houses  everywhere.  All  that  was  left  of 
Camanche  was  a  few  houses,  and  all  of  these  Injured. 
No  houses  were  left  In  the  direct  track  of  the  tor- 
nado, and  those  at  the  edges  were  riddled  as  if  by 
cannon  shot.  In  many  cases  broken  timbers  had 
been  hurled  through  houses,  carrying  death  and 
destruction.  Eleven  store  buildings,  fronting  on 
the  river,  were  piled  in  ruins,  and  much  of  them, 
with  their  contents,  was  swept  into  the  river. 
There  is  not  a  business  house  In  the  town  left 
uninjured,  and   nearly  every  one  was  totally  de- 


Old  capital,  Des  Moines,  after  the  fire  {afterwards  torn  down) . 

stroyed  and  their  contents  ruined.  The  scene  was 
appalling  and  cannot  be  described. 

*'  Of  the  350  houses  in  the  town  not  50  are  left 
standing,  and  with  scarcely  an  exception,  those 
left  are  more  or  less  Injured.  It  Is  doubtful  whether 
any  attempt  will  be  made  to  rebuild  the  town.'' 

In  Albany,  on  the  Illinois  side  of  the  river,  scores 
of  houses  were  destroyed  and  many  people  killed. 
From  Albany  the  tornado  swept  on  over  Illlnolsi 
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sometimes  risiog  hi^h  up  in  the  air  and  again 
swooping  down  to  the  earth,  and  sweeping  every- 
thing before  it,  killing  twenty-six  persons  and 
severely  injuring  more  than  fifty.  It  crossed  Lake 
Michigan  and  finally  disappeared,  after  having 
traversed  a  distance  of  more  than  450  miles.  Forty- 
three  persons  were  killed  in  Camanche  and  eighty 
severely  injured.  Two  hundred  and  three  buildings 
were  totally  destroyed,  and  113  more  badly  wrecked. 
Eight  hundred  and  sixty  homeless  people  were  in 
the  streets  of  Camanche  on  the  morning  after  the 
tornado  passed  through  that  town.  The  total  num- 
ber of  persons  killed  in  the  entire  track  of  the  tor- 
nado was  146,  and  many  more  died  of  their  in  juries, 
bringing  the  total  fatalities  to  near  200.  The 
destruction  of  property  was  over  8700,000.  When 
it  is  remembered  that  in  1860  the  larger  part  of  the 
country  over  which  the  tornado  passed  was  very 
sparsely  settled,  the  magnitude  of  this  greatest 
cyclone  that  ever  visited  the  northern  latitudes, 
can  be  realized.  It  traveled  at  the  rate  of  about 
sixty-six  miles  an  hour,  and  the  velocity  of  its 
rotary  motion  was  estimated  to  be  not  less  than  300 
miles  an  hour,  or  equal  to  a  cannon  ball  fired  by  a 
full  charge.  The  fact  that  all  of  the  bark  was 
entirely  stripped  from  many  live  trees,  shows  the 
wonderful  power  of  the  tornado. 

WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION. 

The  great  contest  over  the  extension  of  slavery 
In  the  territories,  which  had  agitated  the  country 
for  many  years,  was  by  the  success  of  the  repub- 
lican party  in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
November,  1860,  substantially  settled  against  the 
further  extension  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 
The  south  clearly  saw  that  this  meant  a  change 
of  policy  that  would  deprive  slave  holders  of 
the  control  of  the  national  government  in  a 
few  years  permanently,  by  the  admission  of  free 
states,  and  that  there  was  no  hope  that  the 
south  could  ever  again  reverse  this  decision. 
That  meant  logically  the  beginning  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  United  States.  They 
must  submit  to  such  a  result  in  the  not  dis- 
tant future  or  separate  from  the  union  and  found 
an  independent  nation  to  preserve  the  institution. 
Before  President  Lincoln  was  inaugurated  the 
movement  began  by  which  the  southern  confederacy 
was  organized.  Seizure  of  forts,  arms  and  public 
property  followed.  The  loyal  states  were  called 
upon  for  volunteers  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 
Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood  had  been  elected  governor. 

When  the  war  of  the  rebellion  began  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1861,  by  the  confederate  army  under 
General  Beauregard  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  in 
Charleston  harbor,  Iowa  was  poorly  prepared  for 
war.  Our  state  had  very  few  drilled  soldiers  ready 
to  march  to  the  defense  of  the  union.  Peace  had 
prevailed  so  long  that  little  attention  had  been 


given  by  our  lawmakers  to  military  organization. 
When  on  the  15th  of  April  President  Lincoln  issued 
a  proclamation  calling  upon  the  loyal  states  for 
75,000  volunteers,  one  regiment  only  was  required 
from  Iowa.  On  the  17th  of  April  Governor  Kirk- 
wood  issued  his  proclamation  calling  upon  the 
militia  of  the  different  counties  to  organize  into 
companies,  with  a  view  to  entering  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States;  that  one  regiment 
of  ten  companies  of  not  less  than  seventy-eight 
each  was  required  by  the  20th  of  May. 

The  call  for  volunteers  aroused  great  enthusi- 
asm in  the  state,  and  young  men  responded  in  suf- 
ficient numbers  to  have  organized  several  regi- 
ments. Of  the  companies  accepted  for  the  Blrst 
Iowa  Volunteer  infantry,  two  were  from  the  county 
of  Dubuque,  two  from  Muscatine,  two  from  Des 
Moines,  and  one  each  from  Scott,  Linn,  Henry  and 
Johnson.  As  the  companies  left  their  homes  for 
the  general  rendezvous  at  Keokuk,  the  friends  and 
neighbors  of  the  citizen  soldiers  so  suddenly  called 
upon  to  march  to  the  seat  of  war,  assembled  and 
tendered  them  every  mark  of  honor  and  admiration 
for  their  patriotism,  in  their  power  to  bestow. 
Ladies  met  and  helped  to  provide  suitable  cloth- 
ing, uniforms  and  other  equipments.  Fine  fiags 
were  presented  with  speeches;  public  dinners  and 
patriotic  toasts  were  tendered;  and  when  the  com- 
panies departed  they  were  escorted  to  the  trains 
and  steamers  by  vast  crowds  of  cheering  men  and 
sympathizing  women.  At  Keokuk  the  men  were 
drilled  five  hours  a  day;  company  officers  Were 
chosen  by  ballot,  and  on  the  11th  of  May  the  field 
officers  appointed  —  John  F.  Bates,  colonel;  Wil- 
liam H.  Merritt,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Asbury 
B.  Porter,  major.  On  the  14th  the  First  Iowa 
infantry  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  serv- 
ice by  Lieut.  Alexander  Chambers  of  the  regular 
army.  On  the  3d  of  May  the  president  had  issued 
a  call  for  200,000  more  volunteers,  and  the  country 
began  to  realize  that  a  terrible  civil  war  was  upon 
it,  the  end  of  which  no  one  could  foresee.  The 
first  call  for  soldiers  was  for  only  three  months' 
service,  as  it  was  thought  by  many  that  the  rebel- 
lion might  be  suppressed  in  that  time.  But  it  soon 
became  evident  that  the  south  was  going  to  put 
forth  every  energy  to  establish  an  independent 
confederacy,  and  the  last  call  for  volunteers  was 
for  three  years*  service. 

Governor  Kirk  wood,  finding  that  a  large  amount 
of  money  must  be  used  in  the  raising  and  equip- 
ment of  volunteers,  had  called  an  extra  session  of 
the  legislature  to  meet  on  the  15th  of  May.  But 
before  the  legislature  could  provide  money,  heavy 
expenses  had  been  Incurred.  Governor  Klrkwood, 
Ezeklel  Clark,  Hiram  Price,  J.  K.  Graves  and  W. 
T.  Smith,  in  this  emergency,  raised  the  money 
required  by  their  own  exertions  to  pay  the  Iowa 
soldiers  and  supply  their  necessities,  until  they 
could  be  otherwise  provided  for. 
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When  the  n^eneral  assembly  met  in  extra  session, 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  felt  that  in  this 
time  of  national  peril,  party  spirit  should  be  put 
aside,  and  all  loyal  citizens  should  unite  in  an  earn- 
est support  of  the  national  government.  The  repub- 
licans had  a  clear  majority  in  each  branch  of  the 
legislature,  but  at  the  opening  session  of  the  house 
they  voluntarily  divided  the  offices  with  the  demo- 
crats. John  Edwards,  republican,  was  chosen 
speaker,  and  William  Thompson,  a  prominent  dem- 
ocrat and  an  ex-member  of  congress,  was  elected 
chief  clerk  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Governor  Kirk  wood's  message  stated  briefly  the 
action  he  had  taken  to  raise  and  equip  our  state's 
quota  of  soldiers  called  for  by  the  president.  The 
two  important  objects  for  which  the  legislature  had 


resources  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  both  in  men  and 
money,  are  hereby  irrevocably  pledged  to  any 
amount  and  extent  which  the  federal  government 
may  demand,  to  suppress  treason,  subdue  rebellion, 
enforce  the  laws,  protect  the  lives  and  property  of 
all  loyal  citizens,  and  maintain  inviolate  the  con- 
stitution and  sovereignty  of  the  nation. 

EeaoJvedi  That  the  governor  and  secretary  of 
state  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  forward 
a  certified  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  house,  and  on  the  next  day  they  also 
passed  the  senate  and  were  immediately  forwarded 
to  President  Lincoln.  Iowa  was  one  of  the  first 
states  to  thus  officially  pledge  its  resources  in  men 


>**f^.# 


SamuglJ.  Kirk-wood  {Fifth  Governor  of  Iowa)  and  wife,  in  t^2. 


been  convened,  the  governor  stated,  were  to  pro- 
vide for  the  protection  of  our  state  against  inva- 
sion, and  to  promptly  supply  the  general  govern- 
ment all  aid  required  in  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion. 

R.  D.  Kellogg,  the  democratic  member  from 
Decatur  county,  promptly  offered  the  following  res- 
olution in  the  house,  after  the  reading  of  the  gov- 
ernor's message: 

Whereas,  The  president  of  the  CJnited  States 
has  appealed  to  all  loyal  citizens  to  aid  the  efforts 
to  maintain  the  honor,  integrity  and  existence  of 
the  national  union,  and  suppress  treason  and  rebel- 
lion against  the  federal  government;  therefore, 
belt 

Beaolwd^  By  the  house  of  representatives  (the 
senate    concurring)    that   the   faith,    credit   and 


and  money  to  the  president  to  preserve  the  national 
integrity. 

The  war  session  of  the  legislature  lasted  but 
fourteen  days,  but  during  that  brief  period  it 
framed  and  enacted  the  following  important  laws: 

An  act  providing  for  the  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  state. 

To  provide  for  raising  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
one  battalion  of  artillery,  five  companies  of  cavalry 
and  one  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  southern  border  from  invasion, 
and  the  northwestern  counties  from  the  Sioux  In- 
dians. 

An  act  authorizing  the  governor  to  purchase 
arms,  ammunition,  clothing  and  other  supplies  for 
Iowa  troops.. 

An  act  providing  for  raising  a  "  War  and  De- 
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fease  Fund  *'  by  the  issue  and  sale  of  state  bonds  to 
the  amount  of  $800,000. 

An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  volunteer 
soldiers  of  the  state  until  they  were  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service. 

An  act  authorizing  the  counties  of  the  state  to 
provide  aid  for  families  of  volunteers  who  entered 
the  service. 

An  act  forbidding  the  commencement  of  civil 
suits  at  law  against  any  volunteer  soldier  during 
his  term  of  enlistment. 

Ex-Gov.  Nathaniel  B,  Baker*  was,  in  July, 
appointed  adjutant-general  and  at  once  proceeded 
to  place  that  department  in  efficient  working  order. 
Hiram  Price  was  appointed  paymaster-general  and 
immediately  visited  the  three  Iowa  regiments  in 
the  field  and  paid  them  up  to  the  time  they  entered 
the  United  States  service. 

The  First  Iowa  regiment  was  sent  to  Missouri  to 
reinforce  the  union  army  under  General  Lyon, 
which  in  the  face  of  a  greatly  superior  rebel  army 
was  trying  to  hold  that  state  in  the  union.  With 
an  army  of  less  than  6,000,  near  Springfield,  on  the 
9th  of  Augfust,  he  found  it  confronted  'by  a  rebel 
army  of  more  than  20,000  under  General  McCuUoch, 
which  was  occupying  a  strong  position  on  Wilson's 
creek. 

General  Lyon  had  to  choose  between  a  battle 
and  retreat.  He  decided  to  fight  and  try  to  sur- 
prise the  enemy.  He  started  his  little  army  in  the 
evening,  and  by  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  was 
within  striking  distance  of  the  ^nemy.  Here  they 
halted  and  rested  until  it  was  light  enough  to  see 
the  position  of  the  rebel  army,  when  the  artillery 
at  once  opened  fire.  Soon  the  engagement  became 
general;  a  charge  was  made  on  our  lines  where 
General  Lyon  was  commanding  in  person,  which, 
after  a  severe  confiict  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 
General  Sigel,  who  had  been  sent  to  attack  the 


*N.  B.  Baker  was  governor  of  New  Hampshire  in  1854. 
He  oame  to  Iowa  in  1856,  settlin^r  at  Olinton.  In  1860  he  was 
elected  to  the  Iowa  legislature  as  a  democrat.  At  the 
extra  session  of  May,  1861,  he  was  the  leader  of  the  war 
democrats  in  the  house,  giving  a  warm  support  to  all  war 
measures. 


rebel  army  in  the  rear,  after  a  brave  fight  was  over- 
whelmed by  superior  numbers,  losing  five  pieces  of 
artillery.  Charge  after  charge  was  made  upon  our 
lines  where  General  Lyon  was  commanding,  and 
for  three  hours  the  roar  of  artillery  and  the  rattle 
of  musketry  was  almost  continuous.  The  little 
union  army  held  its  ground  firmly,  and  repeatedly 
charged  upon  the  enemy.  The  Iowa  First  was  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  among  the  bravest  of 
the  brave.  Sheltering  themselves  on  the  brow  of  a 
hill,  as  they  awaited  a  charge  from  overwhelming 
numbers,  they  held  their  fire  until  the  rebels  were 
within  sixty  feet  of  their  line,  when  they  poured 
into  the  ranks  of  the  advancing  foe  a  fire  that 
routed  them  with  fearful  slaughter.  Their  loss  was 
also  heavy,  but  they  held  their  position.  General 
Lyon  now  ordered  a  bayonet  charge  and  led  it  in 
person,  the  Iowa  First  and  a  Kansas  regiment  lead- 
ing the  way.  A  terrific  fire  assailed  them  as  the 
enemy  slowly  retired  delivering  a  galling  fire 
which  mortally  wounded  the  heroic  Lyon.  The 
command  now  devolved  on  General  Sturgis.  A 
part  of  the  Iowa  regiment  now  went  to  the  support 
of  Captain  Totten's  battery,  where  they  did  gallant 
service.  All  through  the  battle  the  Iowa  soldiers 
stood  up  to  the  work  like  veterans,  and  the  regiment 
sustained  a  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  of 
155  men. 

While  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek  cannot  be 
cou])ted  a  decided  union  victory,  it  holds  a  place 
similar  to  Bunker  Hill.  It  was  the  first  important 
battle  in  the  west,  the  first  in  which  Iowa  soldiers 
fought,  and  it  demonstrated  the  unfilnching  courage 
and  excellent  fighting  qualities  of  western  soldiers. 
Coming  soon  after  the  humiliating  defeat  and  wild 
flight  of  the  union  army  at  Bull  Run,  the  battle  of 
Wilson's  Creek  redeemed  the  reputation  of  the 
northern  army. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  Iowa  First  had  expired 
several  days  before  the  battle  was  fought,  but  they 
nobly  staid  and  won  imperishable  glory  in  the 
desperate  confiict  where  the  gallant  Lyon  laid 
down  his  life  for  his  country.  They  gave  the 
northern  people  renewed  hope  of  ultimate  success, 
so  sorely  needed  at  this  time. 
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The  Second  Iowa  Infantry- 
Iowa  Begiments, 


Chapter  XIII. 
-  The  Third,  Fourth^  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  EigJUh,  Ninth,  Tenth,  and  Eleventh 


The  Second  Regiment  of  Iowa  volunteers  was 
organized  in  May,  and  was  the  first  from  the  state 
to  enter  the  service  for  three  years.  Samuel  R. 
Curtis  was  its  first  colonel,  James  M.  Tuttle  first 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  M.  M.  Crocker  its  first 
major,  all  of  whom  were  promoted  to  generals  dur- 
ing the  war. 

This  regiment  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  battle 
of  Fort  Donelson,  which  resulted  in  the  first  great 
victory  for  the  union  armies  in  the  war.  Curtis 
had  been  promoted  to  brigadier-general  and  J.  M. 
Tuttle  to  colonel  of  the  Second  regiment.  The 
army  under  General  Grant,  about  15,000  strong,  had 
moved  on  to  invest  Fort  Donelson  February  12, 
1862.  The  confederate  general,  A.  S.  Johnston,  was 
in  command  of  that  department,  and  had  sent 
an  army  of  about  18,000  under  Generals  Floyd,  Pil- 
low and  Buckner  to  garrison  the  forte  on  the  Cum- 
berland and  Tennessee  rivers  and  resist  Grant's 
march  southward.  Commodore  Foote  with  saveral 
gunboats  co-operated  with  Grant  in  the  attack  upon 
Fort  Donelson.  Before  the  battle  opened  Grant 
had  collected  heavy  reinforcements.  On  the  14th 
the  fort  was  nearly  surrounded  and  the  gunboats 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  it.  But  the  heavy  guns 
from  the  fort  soon  disabled  two  of  the  vessels,  and 
the  fleet  dropped  down  stream  with  a  large  loss  of 
men.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  General 
Pillow  led  a  strong  force  against  McClernand,  who 
commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  union  army,  and 
after  four  hours  of  hard  fighting  drove  him  back 
with  heavy  loss.  But  reinforcements  coming  to 
his  aid  the  enemy  was  driven  back  behind  the 
defenses.  General  Grant  now  ordered  General 
Smith  to  assault  the  works  on  the  left.  Col.  J.  G. 
Lauman,  of  the  Seventh  Iowa,  commanded  the 
brigade,  composed  of  the  Second,  Seventh,  and 
Fourteenth  Iowa  regiments,  with  the  Twenty- fifth 
and  Fifty-second  Indiana,  and  this  made  up  the 
storming  party.  Colonel  Tuttle  led  the  Second  in 
the  advance.  The  rebel  works  were  500  yards  dis- 
tant on  a  hill,  obstructed  with  abatis.  At  2  o'clock 
the  line  moved  to  the  assault  and  met  with  a  ter- 
rific fire  of  artillery  and  infantry.  Not  a  man 
faltered;  on  they  moved,  as  the  ranks  were  thinned 
by  the  deadly  missiles  which  smote  them  like  hail, 
but  they  carried  the  outer  works  which  they  held, 
sleeping  upon  their  arms  as  night  came  on. 
The  confederates  now  saw  that  the  fort  was  doomed, 
and  during  the  night  Pillow  and  Floyd  fied  with 


some  of  their  troops  on  a  steamer  up  the  river.  In 
the  morning  General  Buckner  surrendered  the 
fort,  his  army  of  13,000  men,  sixty-five  cannon, 
20,000  stand  of  arms,  and  a  vast  quantity  of  stores. 
The  Twelfth  Iowa  also  took  an  active  part  in  the 
battle,  making  four  Iowa  regiments  which  shared 
in  the  glory  of  the  greatest  union  victory  of  the 
war  up  to  that  time.  General  Halleck  sent  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch  to  Adjutant-General  Baker:  **  The 
Second  Iowa  infantry  proved  themselves  the  bravest 
of  the  brave;  they  had  the  honor  of  leading  the 
column  which  entered  Fort  Donelson."  Corp. 
V.  P.  Twombly,  of  Company  F,  the  color-bearer, 
planted  the  flag  on  the  captured  fort. 

Of  the  630  officers  and  privates  who  led  this  heroic 
charge,  forty-one  were  slain  and  157  wounded.  The 
great  victory  at  Fort  Donelson  revived  the  hopes 
of  the  union  cause  everywhere,  and  was  received 
with  great  rejoicing  throughout  the  north.  It 
wiped  out  the  stigma  at  Bull  Run  and  again  showed 
the  valor  of  western  soldiers.  The  Second  Iowa 
went  from  Donelson  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  on 
the  6th  and  7th  of  April  did  gallant  service  in  the 
great  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  It  lost  more  than 
seventy  men.  The  next  battle  in  which  this  regi- 
ment took  part  was  at  Corinth  on  the  3d  and  4th  of 
October.  Colonel  Tuttle  had  been  promoted 
brigadier-general;  James  Baker,  colonel;  N.  W. 
Mills,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  James  B.  Weaver, 
major.  The  Second  did  gallant  service  in  this 
desperate  battle  and  lost  nearly  one-third  of  its 
number  engaged.  Among  the  mortally  wounded 
were  its  colonel,  James  Baker,  and  Lieut.-Col.  N. 
W.  Mills,  who  fell  while  leading  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight  On  the  13th  of  October,  James  B. 
Weaver  was  promoted  to  colonel  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  and  it  became  a  part  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  army,  that  made  the  great  march 
to  the  sea,  always  doing  excellent  service  on  that 
famous  campaign. 

THE  THIRD  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  numbered  about  970  men  when 
mustered  into  the  service  at  Keokuk  on  the  10th  of 
June,  1861.  The  field  officers  were  Nelson  G. 
Williams,  colonel;  John  Scott,  lieutenaot-colonel, 
and  Wm.  M.  Stone,  major.  The  regiment  left  for 
the  seat  of  war  on  the  29th,  landing  at  Hannibal, 
Mo.    It  did  service  for  several  months  in  eastern 
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Missouri,  sometimes  divided  and  again  united.  On 
the  17th  of  September  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott, 
with  about  500  of  the  Third  Iowa,  seventy  home 
guards  and  a  squad  of  artillery  with  a  six-pound 
gun,  attacked  a  rebel  army  of  about  4,000,  under 
General  Atchison,  near  Blue  Mills  Landing.  The 
rebels  were  concealed  in  a  dense  woods  and  their 
numbers  unknown.  There  was  a  short,  sharp  fight 
when  Scott's  little  army  was  driven  back  by  over- 
whelming numbers  and  with  heavy  loss,  amounting 
to  118  men.  In  March  the  regiment  joined  Grant's 
army  at  Pittsburg  Landing  and  fought  bravely  at 
Shiloh  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  April.  Colonel  Wil- 
liams was  disabled,  Major  Stone  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  the  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  captured  was 
very  heavy.  In  October,  under  Lieut. -Col.  M.  M. 
Trumbull,  the  Third  fought  bravely  at  the  battle 
of  the  Hatchie.  Colonel  Williams  resigned  in 
November,  1862;  Scott  had  resigned  in  June,  and 
Trumbull  resigned  in  November,  and  Aaron  Brown 


Brevet  Second  Lieut,  U.  S.  Grant.    From  a  Portrait  taken  in 
St.  Louis  in  March,  1844. 

now  became  colonel;  James  TuUis,  lieutenant- col- 
onel, and  Geo.  W.  Crosley,  major.  The  regiment 
did  good  service  under  General  Grant  at  the  siege 
and  capture  of  Vicksburg.  It  was  in  the  battle 
before  Jackson,  July  12th,  fought  bravely  and 
suffered  heavy  loss.  The  regiment  was  divided  in 
1864,  and  a  portion  of  it,  under  TuUis,  joined  the 
Red  River  expedition  under  General  Banks. 

The  two  parts  of  the  regiment  were  never 
reunited  again  and  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta  the  last 
battalion  of  the  gallant  regiment  fought  itself  out 
of  existence.  In  its  last  desperate  conflict  on  that 
bloody  field  Colonel  Abernethy,  its  commander, 
was  slain;  Captain  Griffith,  the  brave  old  color- 
bearer  in  many  battles,  fell  mortally  wounded, 
while  the  handful  of  undaunted  men  gathered 
around  the  fiag,  amid  a  shower  of  shot  and  shell, 
fighting  madly  in  its  defense.  As  the  little  rem- 
nant of  the  gallant  old  regiment  was  overwhelmed 
by  numbers,  before  surrendering  they  tore  the  old 
flag  in  a  dozen  pieces,  concealed  them  in  their 


clothing,  so  that  it  was  never  captured  by  the 
enemy.  Thus,  amid  the  thunder  of  artillery,  the 
screeching  of  shells,  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the 
wild  shouts  of  men  in  their  death  struggle,  the  last 
remnant  of  the  Third  Iowa  passed  out  of  existence. 

THE  FOURTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  and  organized  in  the 
summer  of  1861,  and  entered  the  service  in  August. 
The  first  field  officers  were  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 
colonel;  John  Galligan,  lieutenant-colonel;  William 
R.  English,  major.  Its  first  active  service  was  in 
General  Curtis'  army  of  the  southwest  in  Missouri, 
and  its  first  fight  near  Springfield,  on  the  12th 
of  February,  1862.  Soon  after.  General  Curtis 
marched  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  army  under  Gen- 
eral Price,  towards  the  Boston  mountains.  Here 
Price  was  strongly  reinforced  by  Generals  McCul- 
loch.  Van  Dorn  and  Mcintosh,  who  united  their 
commands  to  fight  Curtis.  Moving  his  army  to 
Pea  Ridge,  General  Curtis  took  a  strong  position 
and  awaited  the  attack  of  the  combined  confeder- 
ate forces,  20,000  strong,  a  force  largely  superior  to 
his  own.  General  Sigel  was  at  Bentonsville,  ten 
miles  southwest  of  General  Curtis'  center.  Van 
Dorn,  who  now  commanded  the  confederate  army, 
sent  a  strong  force  to  capture  SigePs  command, 
which  had  already  started  to  join  Curtis.  But, 
sending  his  train  in  advance,  Sigel  made  such  a 
strong  fight  with  artillery  and  infantry  during  the 
retreat  that  he  brought  his  command  off  with 
small  loss,  and  joined  Curtis  on  the  battlefield. 
During  the  night  Van  Dorn  moved  to  the  fiank  and 
rear  of  the  union  army,  taking  a  strong  position 
and  rendering  Curtis'  defenses  of  the  day  before 
useless.  The  battle  opened  at  10  o'clock  and  raged 
with  great  fury  for  hours.  Colonel  Dodge  com- 
manded a  brigade,  and  the  Fourth  was  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Galligan  in  this  battle,  and 
fought  bravely  during  the  two  days  of  desperate 
conflict.  At  one  time  it  made  a  brilliant  bayonet 
charge  on  the  advancing  enemy.  Several  Iowa 
regiments  were  engaged  in  this  battle,  all  render- 
ing gallant  service.  The  battle  of  the  second  day 
was  even  more  fierce  and  desperate  than  on  the 
first.  The  confederates,  knowing  their  superiority 
of  numbers,  were  determined  to  crush  and  destroy 
the  union  army.  But  General  Sigel  wheeled  bat- 
tery after  battery  into  position,  until  he  had  thirty 
cannon  pouring  shot  and  shell  into  the  ranks 
of  the  advancing  foe.  With  the  batteries 
slowly  advancing,  supported  by  long  lines  of 
infantry,  no  charge  of  the  enemy  could  face  the 
iron  hail  that  thinned  their  ranks,  and  at  last 
human  endurance  ended  in  flight  as  regiments 
went  to  pieces  and  the  retreat  became  general. 
Among  the  confederate  killed  were  two  famous 
generals,  McCulloch  and  Mcintosh,  while  Generals 
Price  and  Slack  were  severely  wounded. 
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Iowa  occupied  a  proud  position  in  this  battle 
and  brilliant  union  victory.  The  commander  of 
the  union  army,  Curtis,  was  an  Iowa  officer.  Two 
brig^es  which  did  brilliant  service  were  com- 
manded by  Iowa  colonels,  Vandever  and  Dodge, 
and  two  batteries  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  Hay- 
den's  and  David's,  were  from  Iowa,  while  the  Iowa 


Gin.  G.  M.  Dodge. 

cavalry,  under  Trimble  and  Bussey,  did  fine  serv- 
ice. The  Fourth  Iowa  lost  in  killed,  wounded  and 
captured  nearly  half  of  the  number  engaged.  J.  A. 
Williamson  was  promoted  to  colonel,  and  Captain 
Burton  to  lieutenant- colonel. 

The  next  important  battle  in  which  the  Fourth 
was  engaged  was  under  General  Sherman  in  his 
disastrous  assault  on  Vicksburg  on  the  29th  of 
December,  1862.  This  regiment  made  a  desperate 
charge  upon  the  works  and  carried  the  first  line  of 
defenses,  but  not  being  supported  had  to  abandon 
them  with  heavy  loss.  Of  the  480  who  went  into 
the  fight  112  felL  The  regiment  was  in  the  battle 
of  Arkansas  Post,  after  which  it  joined  Grant's 
army  in  the  campaign  against  Vicksburg.  After 
the  capture  of  that  stronghold  it  was  in  the  cam- 
paign against  Chattanooga,  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  shared  in  the  glory 
of  that  brilliant  victory.  On  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1864,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  the 
members  of  the  regiment  re-enlisted  and  received 
a  furlough  to  visit  their  homes.  The  general 
assembly  was  in  session  when  the  veteran  Fourth 
reached  Des  Moines,  March  9th,  and  it  adjourned 
and  gave  the  soldiers  a  reception  worthy  of  the 
glorious  deeds  they  had  performed.  Early  in  May 
they  returned  to  service  and  joined  Sherman's  army 
in  the  march  through  Georgia.  It  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battles  of  that  brilliant  campaign  up 
through  the  Carolinas  and  at  its  close  marched  to 
Washington,  was  sent  from  there  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  where  it  was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  num- 
bering then  twenty-three  officers  and  457  men. 


THE  FIFTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  largely  of  compan- 
ies raised  in  the  counties  of  Cedar,  Jasper,  Louisa, 
Marshall,  Buchanan,  Keokuk,  Benton,  Van  Buren, 
Jackson  and  Allamakee.  The  first  field  officers 
were  William  H.  Worthington,  colonel;  Charles  L. 
Mathies,  lieutenant-colonel;  and  William  S.  Rob- 
ertson, major.  It  entered  the  United  States  serv- 
ice at  Burlington  on  the  17th  of  July,  1861,  with 
918  men.  It  was  sent  to  Lexington,  Mo.,  on  the 
14th  of  August.  The  regiment  was  attached  to 
General  Pope's  army,  and  on  the  22d  of  May,  1862, 
its  commander,  Colonel  Worthington,  was  killed  by 
a  picket  of  our  army,  while  visiting  during  the 
night  the  grand  guard  of  the  division,  as  general 
officer  of  the  day.  He  was  succeeded  by  Colonel 
Mathies,  who  commanded  the  regiment  at  the  battle 
of  luka,  which  was  fought  on  the  19th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1862. 

General  Sterling  Price,  with  a  confederate  army, 
had  seized  luka,  at  which  place  Colonel  Murphy 
had  been  left  with  a  Wisconsin  regiment  to  guard 
a  large  supply  of  stores  collected  for  Grant's  army. 
Upon  learning  that  General  Price  was  at  luka. 
General  Grant  sent  General  Ord  with  6,000  men  to 
attack  Price.  General  Rosecrans,  with  9,000  men, 
was  ordered  to  co-operate  with  Ord  from  the  south. 
The  Fifth  Iowa  was  in  the  advance  column  sent 
against  luka  on  the  18th.  General  Price  came  out 
and  attacked  Rosecrans  in  the  woods  and  hills  as 
he  was  advancing  upon  luka,  and  the  battle  opened. 
The  hills  were  too  steep  to  form  a  strong  line  of 


Gen.  J.  A.  Williamson. 

infantry  and  several  batteries  were  planted  in  good 
positions  to  open  on  the  confederates.  The  Fifth 
Iowa  was  brought  up  to  help  protect  these  batter- 
ies which  were  pouring  a  hot  fire  into  the  enemy's 
ranks.  The  Tenth  and  Sixteenth  Iowa  regiments 
were  warmly  engaged,  and  from  5  o'clock  until 
darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict,  it  was  waged 
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with  great  fury  on  both  sides.  The  Ohio  battery, 
which  was  doing  great  execution,  was  taken  and  re- 
taken several  times  by  desperate  charges.  The 
horses  were  all  killed,  most  of  the  gunners  killed 
or  wounded,  during  the  fierce  struggles  for  posses- 
sion of  the  guns,  until  most  of  them  were  disabled. 
When  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  contest  the  union 


Maj.-Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans. 

army  held  its  ground  and  during  the  night  Price's 
army  retreated  to  luka  to  unite  with  Van  Dorn's. 
The  union  army  marched  into  luka  on  the  20th. 
The  losses  on  each  side  exceeded  a  thousand.  The 
Fifth  and  Sixteenth  Iowa  regiments  won  the  high- 
est honors  of  the  day  and  were  especially  com- 
mended in  General  Rosecrans'  report.  The  loss  of 
the  Fifth  was  220.  On  the  Ist  of  October  the  regi- 
ment returned  to  Corinth  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
the  4th,  where  it  guarded  the  Eleventh  Ohio  bat- 
tery. In  1863,  the  Fifth  was  in  Grant's  Vicksburg 
campaign  and  shared  in  the  series  of  battles  and 
victories  which  made  up  the  wonderful  achieve- 
ments of  that  most  glorious  campaign  of  the  war. 
It  was  also  in  Grant's  army  which  fought  the  great 
battles  about  Chattanooga,  and  met  with  heavy 
losses.  On  the  8th  of  August,  1864,  the  small  rem- 
nant of  the  Fifth  infantry  was  consolidated  with 
the  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry,  after  more  than  three  years 
of  honorable  service. 


its  first  battle  on  the  bloody  field  of  Shiloh.  The 
regiment  held  a  position  on  the  extreme  right  of 
the  army,  and  fought  with  great  bravery,  holding 
its  position  until  all  of  its  supports  were  driven 
back,  when  it  retired  in  good  order.  Colonel  Mc- 
Dowell was  in  command  of  a  brigade,  and  the  regi- 
ment was  led  by  Capt.  John  Williams  until  he  was 
wounded,  when  Capt.  M.  M.  Walden  took  command. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cummins  was  under  arrest,  and 
Major  Corse  was  on  Pope's  staff.  The  loss  of  the 
regiment  was  heavy.  In  1863,  Colonel  McDowell 
resigned  and  J.  M.  Corse  was  promoted  to  colonel 
of  the  regiment.  At  the  siege  of  Jackson,  the 
Sixth  Iowa  did  good  service,  and  received  the  spe- 
cial commendation  of  General  Smith.  Colonel 
Corse  was  promoted  to  brigadier-general  and 
placed  in  command  of  the  Fourth  brigade,  in 
which  the  Sixth  Iowa  was  now  placed.  The  Sixth 
was  in  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  lost 
sixty-nine  men;  it  was  now  commanded  by  Lieut.- 
Col.  J.  A.  Miller.  In  May,  1864,  this  regiment 
joined  Sherman's  army  in  its  march  to  the  sea.  It 
fought  bravely  at  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Dallas,  Big 
Shanty,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta  and  Jonesboro. 
Colonel  Miller  was  wounded  at  Dallas,  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  on  Major  Ennis,  who  was  mortally 
wounded  before  Atlanta.  Capt.  W.  H.  Chine  now 
took  command  of  the  regiment  and  led  it  through 
the  desperate  battle.  Its  losses  in  the  campaign 
were  159,  and  its  numbers  were  now  reduced  to  120 
men  fit  for  duty.  It  fought  bravely  to  the  end  of 
the  campaign,  and  at  the  close  marched  to  Rich- 
mond, and  was  at  Washington  in  the  grand  review, 
where  but  284  out  of  the  900  who  entered  the  serv- 


/       '■*': 


THE  SIXTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 


This  regiment  was  organized  in  June  and  July, 
1861,  and  was  made  up  of  companies  raised  chiefiy 
in  the  counties  of  Linn,  Lucas,  Wayne,  Clarke, 
Monroe,  Hardin,  Franklin,  Appanoose,  Johnson, 
Lee  and  Henry.  It  consisted  of  about  900  men,  and 
its  first  field  officers  were  John  A.  McDowell,  colo- 
nel; Markoe  Cummins,  lieutenant-colonel;  John  M. 
Corse,  major.  It  entered  the  service  in  August, 
and  was  sent  to  reinforce  General  Fremont's  army. 
In  1862,  it  was  sent  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  saw 


General  Howard. 

ice  responded  to  the  roll  call.  Its  losses  in  battles 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  115  killed,  375 
wounded  and  sixty-seven  captured. 

THE  SEVENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  companies  composing  this  regiment  came 
from  many  counties  throughout  the  state,  and  a 
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majority  of  them  were  mustered  into  service  soon 
after  the  disastrous  battle  of  Bull  Run,  in  July, 
1861.  It  now  became  evident  that  the  war  must 
last  several  years.  Missouri,  on  our  southern 
border,  was  to  be  held  into  the  union  by  military 
force,  and  General  Fremont  was  raising  a  large 
army  for  that  purpose.  The  Seventh  regiment  was 
sent  to  the  front  in  great  haste,  before  its  arms, 
clothing  or  equipments  had  been  furnished.  It 
numbered  902  men,  and  its  field  officers  were  Jacob 
6.  Lauman,  colonel;  Augustus  Wentz,  lieutenant- 
colonel;  E.  W.  Rice,  major.  General  Grant  was  in 
command  of  a  district  in  southeastern  Missouri, 
with  headquarters  at  Cairo,  in  November,  and  the 
Seventh  Iowa  was  sent  to  his  army.  But  little  was 
known  of  Grant  at  this  time,  but  the  country  soon 
learned  that  his  idea  of  the  way  to  crush  out  the 
rebellion  was  to  fight  the  enemy  wherever  found. 
There  was  a  rebel  camp  at  Belmont,  in  Missouri 
opposite  Columbus,  in  Kentucky,  protected  by 
heavy  guns  of  the  latter  place.  On  the  7th  of 
November  Grant  embarked  two  brigades  on  four 
steamers,  to  strike  the  enemy  at  Belmont.  The 
Seventh  Iowa  was  in  the  second  brigade,  which 
landed  two  miles  above  Belmont.  The  confederates 
had  been  reinforced  by  General  Pillow  with  three 
regiments.  Grant's  little  army  made  a  vigorous 
attack  and  after  a  severe  fight  drove  the  confed- 
erates and  captured  their  camp.  Generals  Polk 
and  Cheatham  now  hurried  over  from  Columbus 
with  five  regiments  and  assailed  Grant's  little  army 
on  the  fiank  and  rear,  hoping  to  capture  it.  But 
Grant's  army  cut  their  way  through  greatly 
superior  numbers,  captured  two  cannon,  and  after 
several  hours'  hard  fighting  reached  the  boats  and 
embarked.  The  Seventh  Iowa,  in  this,  their  first 
battle,  fought  like  veterans.  General  Grant  says, 
"  it  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  suffered  more 
severely  than  any  other  of  the  troops."  Colonel 
Tiauman  was  severely  wounded,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wentz  was  killed,  and  Major  Rice  was  woimded. 
The  total  loss  of  the  regiment  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  was  227.  This  was  Grant's  first  battle 
as  well  as  the  first  for  the  gallant  Iowa  Seventh. 
Captain  Parrott  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  place  of  Wentz,  killed,  who  had  been  a 
brave  soldier  in  the  First  Iowa.  The  Seventh 
shared  in  the  glory  of  Grant's  great  victory  at  Fort 
Donelson,  where  it  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  At 
the  battle  of  Shiloh  the  Seventh  was  in  Tuttle's 
Iowa  brigade  and  did  excellent  service  and  won 
fresh  honors.  Lauman  commanded  a  brigade  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Parrott  led  the  Seventh  at 
Shiloh.  At  the  two  days'  battle  of  Corinth  on  the 
3d  and  4th  of  October,  the  Seventh  maintained  its 
high  reputation  in  the  thickest  of  that  desperate 
confiict,  losing  nearly  one-third  of  its  number.  In 
January,  1864,  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the 
regiment  re-enlisted  and  were  granted  a  month's 
furlough  to  visit  their  homes.    Two  hundred  new 


recruits  joined  the  regiment  upon  its  return  to 
duty  to  take  part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  It 
participated  in  many  of  the  battles  of  that  famous 
march  to  the  sea,  and  was  one  of  the  best  fighting 
regiments  in  Sherman's  fine  army.  It  was  among 
those  which  went  to  Richmond  and  on  to  Washing- 
ton, participating  in  the  grand  review  at  the 
national  capital.  At  Louisville  it  was  mustered 
out  with  as  high  honors  as  were  won  by  any 
regiment  in  the  war. 

THE  EIGHTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  of  companies  raised 
in  the  counties  of  Clinton,  Scott,  Linn,  Benton, 
Washington,  Marion,  Keokuk,  Iowa,  Mahaska, 
Monroe,  and  Louisa.  It  was  organized  at  Daven- 
port in  September,  1861,  and  its  first  field  officers 
were  Frederick  Steele,  of  the  regular  army,  colonel; 
James  L.  Geddes,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  John  C. 
Ferguson,  major.  It  numbered  about  900  when  it 
embarked  for  St.  Louis  and  joined  General  Fre- 
mont's army.  In  its  march  through  southwestern 
Missouri  it  lost  many  men  from  exhaustion  and 
sickness.  In  February,  1862,  Colonel  Steele  was 
promoted  to  brigadier-general,  Geddes  to  colonel 
of  the  Eighth,  Ferguson  to  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
Capt.  Joseph  Andrews,  major.  On  the  12th  of 
March  the  regiment  was  sent  to  reinforce  Grant's 
army  at  Pittsburg  Landing.  In  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  the  Eighth  regiment  was  in  Sweeney's  brig- 
ade, and  when  the  battle  began  it  was  on  the 
extreme  left  of  General  Smith's  division,  joining 
the  right  of  Prentiss.  Here  It  fought  desperately 
for  ten  hours  on  that  terrible  Sunday,  repelling 
charge  after  charge  in  supporting  a  battery.  When 
finally  assailed  on  three  sides  it  slowly  retreated, 
but  was  soon  after  surrounded  by  the  advancing 
confederates  and  forced  to  surrender.  It  was  one 
of  the  last  to  leave  the  field  and  left  nearly  200 
of  its  brave  men  among  the  killed  and  wounded. 
The  regiment  was  reorganized  at  St.  Louis  early  in 
1863,  and  was  in  Grant's  Vicksburg  campaign,  was 
in  the  assault  of  the  22d,  and  fought  at  Jackson. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ferguson  died  of  sickness  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  It  was  at  Memphis  in 
August,  1864,  and  helped  to  defend  that  city  against 
the  attack  by  General  Forrest.  In  March,  1865,  the 
Eighth  was  in  the  campaign  against  Mobile.  On  the 
8th  of  April  Colonel  Geddes  led  the  assault  on  the 
Spanish  Fort,  in  which  he  commanded  a  brigade. 
The  rebels  were  driven  from  their  works,  leaving 
many  guns  and  prisoners  in  our  hands.  The  Eighth 
Iowa  alone  captured  several  hundred  of  the  enemy. 
This  was  the  last  important  battle  of  the  war, 
and  in  that  campaign  Iowa  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing regiments:  The  Eighth,  Twelfth,  Nine- 
teenth, Twentieth,  Twenty-first,  Twenty-third, 
Twenty-seventh,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirty-second, 
Thirty-third,  Thirty-fourth,  and  Thirty-fifth. 
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THE  NINTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

On  the  day  after  the  defeat  of  the  UDion  army 
at  Bull  Run,  in  July,  1861,  Hon. William  Vandever, 
representative  in  congress  for  the  Second  Iowa  dis- 
trict, went  to  the  secretary  of  war  and  tendered  a 
regiment  of  volunteers  to  be  raised  by  himself. 
His  offer  was  at  once  accepted,  and  in  September 
the  Ninth  regiment  was  ready  to  enter  the  service. 
William  Vandever  was  commissioned  colonel,  F.  J. 
Herron,  lieutenant- colonel,  and  William  H.  Coyle, 
major.  The  companies  were  raised  chiefly  in  the 
counties  of  Jackson,  Jones,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Fayette,  Bremer,  Black  Hawk,  Winneshiek,  How- 
ard, Linn,  Chickasaw  and  Dubuque. 

The  regiment  was  taken  to  St.  Louis  and  placed 
in  camp  of  instruction,  where  it  remained  until 
October,  when  it  was  sent  to  guard  the  southwest- 
ern branch  of  the  Pacific  railroad.  In  January, 
1862,  the  Ninth  joined  General  Curtis'  army  in  pur- 
suit of  General  Price.  At  Sugar  Creek  it  was  first 
under  fire,  making  a  brilliant  charge  on  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Vandever  was  placed  in  command  of  a 
brigade  composed  of  the  Ninth  Iowa,  Twenty-fifth 
Missouri,  Third  Illinois  cavalry  and  Third  Iowa 
battery.  In  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  which  soon 
took  place,  the  Ninth,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Herron,  did  gallant  service  and  sustained  heavy 
loss.  Herron  was  taken  prisoner  after  being 
wounded.  Major  Coyle  was  wounded,  and  the  loss 
to  the  regiment  was  nearly  200.  General  Curtis, 
in  his  report,  says  '^The  Fourth  and  Ninth  Iowa 
won  imperishable  honors.''  The  Ninth  was,  soon 
after  the  battle,  marched  to  Helena,  Ark.,  where 
it  remained  for  five  months  and  became  one  of  the 
best  drilled  regiments  in  the  volunteer  service 
Its  next  active  service  was  under  General  Sherman 
at  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou.  It  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post.  For  a  long  time  it 
was  with  Steele's  division,  encamped  on  the  low 
ground  opposite  Vicksburg,  where  the  army  suf- 
fered severely  from  sickness  which  was  more  fatal 
than  battlefields.  Capt.  David  Carskaddon  was 
now  promoted  to  Colonel,  and  soon  after  the  regi- 
ment joined  Grant's  grand  campaign  against  Vicks- 
burg. During  the  siege  its  losses  were  121  men. 
It  was  with  Sherman  in  the  l>attle  before  Jackson, 
and  in  the  brilliant  campaign  of  Chattanooga,  and 
the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  it  did  excellent 
service.  At  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  about 
300  of  its  soldiers  re-enlisted  as  veterans  and  re- 
turned home  on  furlough,  where  they  met  a  royal 
reception.  On  the  1st  of  May  we  find  the  regiment 
marching  with  Sherman  through  Georgia  and  par- 
ticipating in  many  of  the  battles  of  that  glorious 
campaign.  The  command  of  the  regiment  soon 
after  devolved  on  Maj.  Alonzo  Abernethy,  as 
Major  Granger  had  died  at  Nashville,  and  Cars- 
kaddon had  resigned.  On  the  26th  of  January, 
1865,  the  regiment  began  its  march  northward,  and 


on  the  19th  of  May  went  into  camp  in  sight  of  the 
national  capital,  and  was  in  the  grand  review  of 
the  26th.  On  the  24th  of  July  this  veteran  regi- 
ment reached  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  was  there  dis- 
banded. It  had  marched  more  than  4,000  miles, 
been  transported  by  rail  and  steamer  6,000  more, 
and  participated  in  twenty-three  battles,  and  num- 
bered, when  mustered  out,  594  men. 

THE  TENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  Tenth  was  composed  of  companies  chiefiy 
enlisted  in  the  counties  of  Polk,  Warren,  Boone, 
Tama,  Washington,  Poweshiek,  Greene,  Jasper 
and  Madison,  and  numbered  913  men.  It  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  on  the  7th  of  September,  1861, 
at  Iowa  City,  with  the  following  field  officers:  Colo- 
nel, Nicholas  Perczel;  lieutenant-colonel,  William 
E.  Small;  major,  John  C.  Bennett.  They  were  con- 
veyed by  steamer  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. ,  where 
they  remained  drilling  the  first  winter.  On  the 
13th  of  December,  Colonel  Perczel  was  ordered  to 
march  his  regiment  to  Charleston  and  capture  a 
body  of  rebels.  The  night  was  rainy  and  very 
dark.  As  he  marched  through  a  dense  forest,  his 
command  was  surprised  by  the  enemy  in  ambush 
and  fired  upon.  After  a  sharp  fight,  the  foe  gave 
way  and  the  command  proceeded  to  Charleston. 
The  loss  in  this  fight  was  eight  killed  and  sixteen 
wounded.  The  regiment  was  with  General  Pope's 
army  at  the  siege  and  capture  of  New  Madrid,  in 
March,  and  Island  No.  10,  but  met  with  no  loss. 
During  the  summer,  the  Tenth  was  stationed  at 
Corinth,  where  its  losses  from  disease  were  large. 
It  was  with  Rosecrans  at  the  battle  of  luka,  and 
fought  bravely,  and  in  the  two  days*  battle  at  Cor- 
inth it  did  gallant  service.  Major  McCalla  com- 
manded the  regiment,  and  Capt.  Jackson  Orr  acted 
as  major  at  the  battle  of  Corinth,  as  Colonel  Perc- 
zel was  in  command  of  a  brigade.  The  loss  at 
Corinth  was  about  forty.  The  Tenth  was  in  the 
campaign  of  General  Grant  which  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  Vicksburg  and  the  entire  confederate 
army  under  General  Pemberton.  At  the  battle  of 
Champion  Hill,  the  Tenth  bore  a  conspicuous  part 
in  that  bloody  conflict.  The  brigade  of  which  it 
formed  a  part  was  thrown  in  to  check  the  rebel 
advance  when  Hovey's  division  was  overwhelmed 
by  superior  numbers.  The  brigade  did  its  work 
nobly,  but  at  a  fearful  sacrifice,  losing  half  of  its 
number.  The  Tenth  lost  nearly  50  per  cent  of 
those  engaged.  In  the  assault  on  Vicksburg,  May 
22d,  the  Tenth  made  two  heroic  charges.  In  the 
campaign  of  Chattanooga,  the  Tenth  was  in  several 
severe  battles,  always  displaying  its  usual  gal- 
lantry. P.  P.  Henderson  had  been  promoted  to 
colonel  upon  the  resignation  of  Perczel,  and  Major 
McCalla  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  in  place  of 
Small,  resigned,  with  Robert  Lusby  as  major.  In 
February,  1864,  the  regiment  re-enlisted  as  veter- 
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ans,  and  was  in  Sherman's  campaign  through 
Georgia,  fighting  bravely  in  many  of  the  battles. 
At  its  close,  the  Tenth  went  to  Washington,  was  in 
the  great  review,  and  was  sent  from  there  to  Louis- 
ville and  thence  to  Little  Rock,  where  it  was  mus- 
tered out  on  the  15th  of  August,  1865,  numbering  a 
little  more  than  300  men.  It  disbanded  at  Daven- 
port on  the  last  day  of  August  Of  the  1,200  men 
who  had  belonged  to  this  regiment  during  its  four 
years  of  service,  but  one-fourth  of  its  number  were 
left. 

THE  ELEVENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  companies  which  made  up  this  regiment 
were  enlisted  chiefly  in  the  counties  of  Muscatine, 
Louisa,  Cedar,  Henry,  Linn,  Marshal,  Keokuk, 
Washington  and  Van  Buren.  Muscatine  furnished 
four  companies.  The  field  officers  were  Abraham 
M.  Hare,  colonel;  William  Hall,  lieutenant-colonel; 
John  C.  Abercrombie,  major.  The  Eleventh  was 
the  first  regiment  which  received  uniforms  from 
the  government  before  leaving  the  state.  It  num- 
bered over  900  men  and  their  first  sad  duty  was  to 
escort  the  body  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wentz,  killed 
at  Belmont,  to  his  grave  at  Davenport.  The  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  St  Louis  on  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber and  on  the  8th  of  December  moved  to  Jefferson 
City.  In  March,  1862,  it  was  sent  to  Grant's  army 
at  Pittsburg  Landing,  and   in  April  was  in  the 


great  battle  of  Shiloh.  Colonel  Hare  com- 
manded a  brigade,  and  the  Eleventh  regiment  was 
led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall  in  this,  its  first 
conflict  with  the  enemy.  It  bore  itself  bravely 
through  the  terrible  slaughter  of  the  first  day, 
losing  more  than  200  of  its  number  in  killed 
and  wounded.  Soon  after  the  battle  Colonel  Hare 
resigned  and  William  Hall  was  promoted  to  the 
position.  The  regiment  was  in  the  battle  of  Corinth 
where  its  loss  was  light.  It  was  in  the  Vicksburg 
campaign,  and  afterwards  in  the  Lousiana  expe- 
dition to  Monroe,  which  caused  a  great  amount  of 
sickness  and  suffering  and  accomplished  nothing. 
In  February,  1864,  the  regiment  joined  General 
Sherman's  army  and  was  in  the  Meridian  expedi- 
tion. Soon  after  it  became  a  veteran  regiment  and 
the  men*  were  granted  a  furlough  to  visit  their  homes. 
Upon  its  return  to  service  the  Iowa  brigade  started 
with  Sherman  on  the  famous  march  and  fought 
bravely  at  Kenesaw  Mountain.  It  was  engaged 
in  many  of  the  battles  which  fo  lowed  in  that  cam- 
paign, and  its  losses  from  June  to  September  were 
218.  In  the  battle  before  Atlanta,  Maj.  Charles 
Foster  received  a  severe  wound  from  which  he  died 
on  liis  way  home.  Captain  Neal  was  killed  in  the 
same  battle.  The  regiment  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  J.  E.  Johnston's  army,  and  went 
from  there  to  Washington  and  participated  in  the 
great  review.  It  was  disbanded  at  Davenport, 
July  19,  1865. 


Chapter  XIV. 


ISjodfth  Iowa  Infwntry—The  Thirteenth  ^  Fowieenth,  FifteerUhf  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Eighteenth,  Mneteenth, 
Twentieth  and  Twenty-First  Iowa  Infantry  Begiments. 


THE  TWELFTH   IOWA   VOLUNTEERS. 

This  regiment  was  composed  of  companies  raised 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1861,  principally 
from  the  counties  of  Hardin,  Allamakee,  Fayette, 
Linn,  Black  Hawk,  Delaware,  Winneshiek,  Du- 
buque and  Jackson.  The  last  company  was  sworn  in 
on  the  25th  of  November.  J.  J.  Woods  was  com- 
missioned colonel;  J.  P.  Coulter,  lieutenant-colonel, 
and  S.  D.  Brodtbeck,  major.  It  was  moved  to  Ben- 
ton Barracks  near  St.  Louis,  where,  during  the 
month  of  December  it  lost  seventy-five  of  its  num- 
ber from  sickness.  In  February  it  joined  Grant's 
army,  where  it  participated  in  the  capture  of  Gen- 
eral Buckner's  army  and  Fort  Donelson.  It  was  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  fought  bravely  all  through 
that  terrible  Sunday,  and  had  to  surrender  to  over- 
whelming numbers  just  before  sundown.  Colonel^ 
Woods  was  severely  wounded  and  the  loss  in  battle 
by  the  regiment  before  surrender  was  very  heavy. 
The  prisoners  were  sent  south.    In  May  about  half 


of  them  were  paroled  and  sent  to  Benton  BardLcks . 
the  rest  suffered  the  hardships  of  rebel  prisons 
until  the  20th  of  November,  when  they  were  paroled. 
In  April,  1863,  the  regiment  was  reorganized  and 
sent  to  Holla,  Mo.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coulter  had 
resigned  and  Major  Edgington  was  promoted  to  his 
place  and  Capt  J.  H.  Stibbs  was  appointed  major. 
The  Twelfth  was  now  placed  in  the  Third  Brigade 
of  the  third  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
and  joined  in  the  Vicksburg  campaign.  After  that 
campaign  the  regiment  now  commanded  by  Major 
Stibbs  was  on  duty  at  various  points  in  the  south 
and  participated  in  the  Meridian  expedition  under 
Sherman.  In  January,  1864,  most  of  the  men  re-en- 
listed and  the  Twelfth  became  a  veteran  regiment, 
and  they  were  granted  furloughs  to  visit  their 
homes. 

In  May  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Memphis,  and 
in  July  fought  bravely  in  the  vicinity  of  Tupelo  in 
repelling  an  attack  upon  the  army  trains,  losing 
heavily  in  killed  and  wounded. 
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In  June  it  made  a  brilliant  defense  of  a  post  at 
White  River,  beating  off  General  Marmaduke's^ 
attack  with  heavy  loss. 

In  October  the  regiment  was  with  Gen.  A.J. 
Smith's  army  in  pursuit  of  Price,  in  Missouri,  and 
endured  hard  marching  and  hard  fare. 

In  December  the  Twelfth  was  with  General 
Thomas  in  the  siege  of  Nashville  and  fought  with 
its  usual  valor,  and  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  Hood's 
army.  It  was  in  the  Mobile  expedition  and  partic- 
ipated in  the  siege  and  capture  of  that  city,  and 
remained  in  the  service  until  1866. 

THE  THIRTEENTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  companies  making  up  this  regiment  were 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Linn,  Jasper,  Lucas,  Keo- 
kuk, Scott,  Polk,  Benton,  Marshall  and  Washing- 
ton, with  numerous  enlistments  from  Jefferson  and 
Iowa.  M.  M.  Crocker  was  colonel;  M.  M.  Price, 
lieutenant-colonel;  and  John  Shane,  major,  and  it 
was  mustered  into  service  in  November,  1861,  with 
^9  men.  Its  first  service  was  at  Jefferson  City, 
where  it  spent  the  winter  in  drilling.  In  March  it 
was  ordered  to  join  Grant's  army  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  and  fought  bravely  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
a  few  days  after  its  arrival.  In  this  terrible  bat- 
tle the  regiment  was  first  under  fire  and  sternly 
resisted  the  rebel  advance  for  ten  hours  on  the  first 
day.  Its  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  heavy, 
reaching  172.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Price  resigned 
a  week  after  the  battle  and  Major  Shane  was  pro- 
moted to  his  place  and  Captain  Van  Hosen  became 
major. 

The  regiment  next  fought  at  Corinth,  where  its 
losses  were  light.  Colonel  Crocker  had  been 
placed  in  command  of  the  Iowa  brigade  and  early 
in  1863  Van  Hosen  resigned  and  James  Wilson  suc- 
ceeded him  as  major.  Upon  the  promotion  of 
Crocker  to  brigadier-general,  Shane  became  col- 
onel, Wilson,  lieutenant-colonel  and  W.  A.  Walker 
major  of  the  regiment. 

During  the  Vicksburg  campaign  the  Thirteenth 
was  on  active  duty  under  Sherman,  but  sustained 
slight  losses.  In  March,  1864,  it  was  with  Sherman 
in  his  Meridian  campaign  and  soon  after  became  a 
veteran  regiment  and  the  men  had  a  furlough  to 
visit  their  homes. 

Upon  their  return  to  duty  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Sherman,  who  was  preparing  for  his  march 
to  the  sea.  They  were  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  on 
July  21st,  and  did  gallant  service,  losing  113  men. 
On  the  next  day  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight  and  lost  more  men  than  the 
day  before.  Among  the  killed  was  Major  Walker, 
and  Capt.  Thos.  P.  Marshall  was  promoted  to  the 
vacancy. 

In  January,  1865,  the  regiment  was  at  Poco- 
taligo,  where  James  Wilson  was  promoted  to 
colonel;   J.  C.  Kennedy,  lieutenant-colonel.     On 


the  march  through  South  Carolina,  Colonel  Ken- 
nedy's regiment  was  the  first  to  enter  Columbia 
and  hoist  the  stars  and  stripes  on  the  capitol  of  the 
state  which  led  in  the  rebellion.  The  regiment 
was  in  the  battle  of  Bentonville,  and  after  the  sur- 
render of  General  Johnston  marched  through  Rich- 
mond to  Alexandria,  where,  in  sight  of  Washing- 
ton, it  went  into  camp.  On  the  28th  and  29th  of 
July,  1865,  it  was  disbanded  in  Davenport. 

Its  first  colonel,  the  gallant  Crocker,  had  become 
a  major-general,  and  was  compelled  from  failing 
health  to  go  to  New  Mexico  in  1864,  but  in  August, 
1865,  he  died  of  consumption. 

THE  FOURTEENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  had  but  seven  companies  with  it 
during  the  first  year  of  service,  as  the  first  three 
companies  raised  were  sent  to  Fort  Randall,  on  the 
western  frontier,  and  never  joined  the  regiment. 
The  members  of  the  Fourteenth  were  largely 
enlisted  in  the  counties  of  Henry,  Des  Moines, 
Lee,  Van  Buren,  Jasper,  Tama,  Jones,  Linn,  Du- 
buque and  Johnson.  Its  field  officers  were  William 
T.  Shaw,  colonel;  E.  W.  Lucas,  lieutenant-colonel; 
and  Hiram  Leonard,  major;  and  it  numbered  600 
men  when  organized  on  the  6th  of  November,  1861. 
Its  first  active  service  was  at  the  battle  of  Fort 
Donelson.  It  was  in  Lauman's  brigade,  which 
forced  its  way  into  the  enemy's  works,  and  shared 
in  the  highest  honors  of  that  great  victory.  Its 
loss  was  twenty-one  men.  It  was  sent  to  Pittsburg 
Landing  in  March,  and  fought  at  Shiloh  in  the 
brigade  conmianded  by  Colonel  Tuttle.  At  the  end 
of  ten  hours'  hard  fighting  it  was  surrounded  and 
compelled  to  surrender.  The  men  were  held  pris- 
oners until  the  19th  of  November,  when  they  were 
released  on  exchange,  and  during  the  winter 
the  regiment  was  reorganized,  two  new 
companies  and  many  recruits  being  added  to  it. 
Capt.  J.  H.  Newbold  was  commissioned  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  Edgar  A.  Warner,  major,  with  Colonel 
Shaw  again  in  command.  On  the  10th  of  April, 
1863,  it  left  St.  Louis  for  Cairo,  where  another 
company  was  added  to  it.  In  January,  1864,  it  was 
sent  to  Vicksburg  and  assigned  to  the  second  bri- 
gade of  the  third  division  of  the  Sixteenth  army 
corps,  with  Colonel  Shaw  in  command  of  the  bri- 
gade and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Newbold  at  the  head 
of  the  regiment.  It  was  in  Sherman's  Meridian 
campaign,  after  which  it  was  with  General  Banks 
on  the  disastrous  Red  River  expedition.  On  the 
13th  of  March  the  brigade,  led  by  Colonel  Shaw, 
was  with  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  in  the  attack  upon  Fort 
De  Russey,  which  was  stormed  and  taken  with  ten 
cannon  and  a  large  quantity  of  small  arms  and 
stores. 

The  details  of  General  Banks'  blunders  and 
disasters  on  this  expedition  need  not  be  repeated, 
but  after  his  defeat  at  Mansfield,  Colonel  Shaw's 
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brigade  fought  bravely  at  Pleasant  Hill  and  helped 
to  save  the  army  from  destruction.  The  Four- 
teenth fought  with  great  bravery,  losing  its  colonel, 
the  gallant  Newbold,  who  was  killed  on  the  field. 
Several  other  brave  oflBcers  and  many  men  were 
among  the  losses  of  the  regiment  in  this  battle. 
Banks  continued  his  retreat,  followed  by  the  con- 
federate army,  which  harassed  it  at  every  step.  At 
the  various  battles,  as  the  retreat  continued,  the 
Fourteenth  was  frequently  engaged  and  lost  thirty- 
five  men.  In  September  the  regiment  was  with 
General  Ewing  in  a  battle  at  Pilot  Knob,  in  which 
it  lost  eighteen  men.  The  regiment  was  mustered 
out  at  Davenport  on  the  16th  of  November,  ISM. 
Colonel  Shaw,  who  was  a  superior  officer  and  had 
commanded  with  marked  ability  on  many  battle- 
fields, was  dismissed  from  the  service  on  the  8th  of 
October,  1864,  for  having  written  a  letter  to  a  friend 
at  home,  severely  criticising  the  incompetency  and 
drunkenness  of  some  of  the  generals  in  the  Red 
river  campaign,  which  led  to  its  disgraceful  fail- 
ure. This  letter  was  published  in  a  newspaper, 
and  General  Banks  at  once  proceeded  to  have  the 
able  and  fearless  commander  of  the  Iron  brigade 
dismissed  from  the  service.  This  petty  act  of 
revenge  did  not  injure  the  gallant  officer,  who 
helped  to  save  Bank's  army  from  destruction  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  in  Iowa  where  his  brave  deeds  were 
known  so  well. 

THE  PIFTBENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  organized  at  Keokuk  in  the 
winter  of  1861-2.  The  companies  composing  the 
Fifteenth  Iowa  were  raised  chiefly  in  the  counties 
of  Linn,  Clinton,  Polk,  Mahaska,  Wapello,  Van 
Buren,  Lee,  Fremont,  Mills,  Marion,  Warren,  Pot- 
tawattamie, Harrison,  and  Clarke,  and  mustered 
into  service  on  the  14th  of  March,  1862.  The  first 
field  officers  were  Hugh  T.  Held,  colonel;  William 
Dewey,  lieutenant-colonel;  W.  W.  Belknap,  major. 
Its  first  service  was  at  the  bloody  battle  of  Shiloh, 
where  it  went  into  the  fight  the  day  it  landed. 
Colonel  Reld  and  Major  Belknap  were  wounded 
and  the  total  loss  of  the  regiment  was  188.  At  the 
battle  of  Corinth  the  Fifteenth  was  under  com- 
mand of  LieutenantrColonel  Belknap,  Colonel  Reld 
being  sick,  and  Dewey  transferred  to  command  of 
the  Twenty-third.  The  regiment  fought  bravely 
and  lost  eighty-five  men  in  the  battle.  It  was  in 
Grant's  campaign  against  Vicksburg,  taking  part 
in  several  of  the  battles  without  loss.  Belknap  was 
now  promoted  to  colonel;  J.  W.  Hedrick,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, and  George  Pomutz,  major.  The  Fif- 
teenth was  in  General  Sherman's  Meridian  expe- 
dition and  afterwards  in  his  march  and  battles 
through  Georgia.  At  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  before 
Atlanta  it  did  good  service  and  sustained  heavy 
loss.  At  the  battle  of  the  22d  Colonel  Belknap 
captured  the  confederate  colonel,  Lamply,  seizing 


him  by  the  collar.  Thirteen  Iowa  regiments  fought 
in  this  battle  and  the  Iowa  brigade  contributed 
largely  to  the  victory.  Colonel  Belknap  was  soon 
after  promoted  to  brigadier-general,  and  Major 
Pomutz  took  command  of  the  Fifteenth.  The  regi- 
ment continued  with  Sherman  to  the  end  of  the 
famous  campaign,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1865. 

THE  SIXTEENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  of  companies 
recruited  in  the  counties  of  Scott,  Clinton, 
Dubuque,  Clayton,  Muscatine,  Hamilton,  Boone 
and  others.  Capt.  Alexander  Chambers,  of  the 
reg^ular  army,  was  commissioned  colonel;  A.  H. 
Sanders,  lieutenant-colonel;  William  Purcell, 
major.  Its  last  company  was  mustered  into  service 
on  the  24th  of  March,  1862,  and  on  the  6th  of  April 
the  regiment  was  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  It  had 
had  little  time  to  drill,  but  fought  bravely  in  that 
terrible  conflict.  Colonel  Chambers  was  wounded 
and  the  regiment  lost  heavily.  When  the  Iowa 
brigade  was  formed,  soon  after  the  battle,  the  Six- 
teenth was  assigned  to  it,  and  continued  in  it  to  the 
end,  sharing  in  its  glorious  record.  It  took  part 
in  the  defense  of  Bolivar,  in  September,  and  at  the 
battle  of  luka  every  man  of  it  covered  himself  with 
glory.  Colonel  Chambers  was  here  very  severely 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  General  Rosecrans, 
in  his  report,  says:  **The  Sixteenth  Iowa,  amid 
the  roar  of  battle,  the  rush  of  artillery  horses,  the 
charges  of  a  rebel  brigade,  and  a  storm  of  grape, 
canister  and  musketry,  stood  like  a  rock  holding 
the  center.''  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  sixty- 
five,  and  among  the  killed  was  the  gallant  young 
adjutant,  George  Lawrence.  Two  weeks  later  the 
Sixteenth,  led  by  Lieut.-Col.  A.  H.  Sanders,  fought 
at  Corinth,  where  its  commander  was  severely 
wounded.  In  January,  1863,  Colonel  Chambers 
again  took  command  of  the  regiment.  Just  before 
the  Third  brigade  started  on  the  Vicksburg  cam- 
paign. Major  Strong,  inspector-general  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth army  corps,  visited  and  inspected  Crock- 
er's command,  and  said  of  it:  *^  I  have  never  seen 
a  brigade  that  can  compete  with  this.  Take  the 
brigade  together,  I  never  saw  such  a  splendid  body 
of  men.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Third 
brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Crocker,  are  an 
honor  to  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  to  their  state 
and  country,  to  their  friends  at  home,  and  I  know, 
from  their  record  in  the  field,  that  they  must  be  a 
terror  to  the  foe."  What  higher  praise  could  be 
given  to  the  Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  Fifteenth  and 
Sixteenth  Iowa  regiments  than  this  from  an  old 
army  inspector?  Soon  after.  General  Crocker  took 
command  of  the  Seventh  division,  and  Colonel 
Chambers  of  the  Third  brigade,  leaving  Colonel 
Sanders  in  command  of  the  Sixteenth  regiment 
during  the  Vicksburg  campaign.    One  of  the  med- 
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als  of  honor  was  awarded  to  Color  Bearer  Samuel 
Duffin,  of  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Iowa,  as  one  of  the 
three  bravest  soldiers  In  the  Vloksburg  campaign. 
He  was  from  Davenport,  was  promoted  to  lieuten- 
ant and  killed  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864. 
Before  accompanying  General  Sherman  on  his 
grand  march  to  the  sea,  the  regiment  re-enlisted, 
went  home  on  furlough,  and  early  in  June  joined 
the  army  in  Georgia.  In  the  great  battle  before 
Atlanta,  on  the  22d,  the  Sixteenth  fought  with 
heroic  courage  but  was  finally  surrounded  and  com- 
pelled to  surrender  after  having  inflicted  very 
heavy  loss  on  the  enemy.  The  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment were  confined  at  Macon,  Charleston  and 
finally  at  Columbia,  while  the  men  were  sent  to 
Andersonville  and  suffered  every  horror  that 
human  barbarity  could  inflict.  The  survivors  of 
this  *^  hell  upon  earth  '*  were  finally  exchanged  on 
the  22d  of  September,  while  the  officers  were  im- 
prisoned much  longer.  There  was  a  remnant  of 
the  regiment,  of  about  100,  that  was  not  included  in 
the  surrender,  which  fought  through  the  campaign 
in  Sherman *s  army.  It  was  mustered  out  at  Daven- 
port at  the  close  of  the  war,  under  command  of 
Lieut. -Col.  J.  T.  Herbert,  who  had  enlisted  in  the 
regiment  as  a  private  from  Davenport  in  1862. 

THE  SEVENTEENTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  companies  making  up  this  regiment  were 
raised  chiefly  in  the  counties  of  Lee,  Van  Buren, 
Des  Moines,  Wapello,  Decatur,  Polk,  Jefferson, 
Washington,  Appanoose,  Marion,  Dallas  and  War- 
ren. It  was  mustered  into  the  service  on  the  16th 
of  April,  1862,  with  936  men.  Its  first  field  officers 
were  John  W.  Rankin,  colonel;  David  B.  Hillis, 
lieutenant-colonel  and  Samuel  M.  Wise,  major.  It 
was  sent  to  join  General  Halleck*s  army  at  Corinth, 
in  May,  and  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  the  confeder- 
ate army.  At  the  battle  of  luka  the  regiment  was 
engaged  and  thrown  into  confusion,  for  which  it 
was  censured  by  General  Rosecrans,  as  many  be- 
lieve, unjustly.  Colonel  Rankin  resigned  on  the 
3d  of  September. 

On  the  3d  and  4th  of  October  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Corinth,  in  which  the  Seventeenth  took 
an  active  part,  and  fought  with  great  bravery. 
Smarting  under  the  unjust  censure  cast  upon  them 
at  luka,  the  men  went  into  this  battle  with  a  deter- 
mination to  wipe  out  the  stigma,  which  they  did 
most  effectually.  At  a  crisis  of  the  battle,  when 
the  rebels  had  forced  their  way  into  Corinth,  the 
Seventeenth  made  a  splendid  charge  upon  the  ad- 
vancing column  and  after  a  sharp  conflict  drove  it 
back  in  confusion. 

After  the  victory  was  won.  General  Sullivan, 
commanding  the  brigade  in  which  the  Seventeenth 
Iowa  served,  wrote  to  Governor  Kirkwood  as  fol- 
lows: **  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  col- 
ors of  the  Fortieth  Mississippi  regiment,  captured 
by  the  Seventeenth  Iowa  on   the   battlefield  of 


Corinth,  in  a  gallant  charge  on  the  advancing  ool- 
unms  of  the  enemy,  which  the  Seventeenth  alone 
met,  broke  and  pursued.  I  have  never  led  braver 
men  into  action  than  the  soldiers  of  the  Seven- 
teenth proved  themselves  in  the  desperate  and 
bloody  battle  of  Corinth.''  The  colors  were  cap- 
tured by  Corporal  John  King,  of  Company  G,  from 
Marion  county. 

General  Rosecrans,  in  a  general  order,  said: 
**The  Seventeenth  Iowa  infantry  by  its  gallantry 
on  the  battlefield  of  Corinth,  charging  the  enemy 
and  capturing  the  flag  of  the  Fortieth  Mississippi, 
has  amply  atoned  for  its  misfortune  at  luka,  and 
stands  among  the  honored  regiments  of  this  army. 
Long  may  they  wear  with  unceasing  brightness 
the  honors  they  have  won." 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  on  the  field  of  Corinth 
was  twenty-five.  IngersoU  says:  "The  Seven- 
teenth inflicted  as  much  damage  upon  the  enemy 
as  any  regiment  at  Corinth,  and  received  less 
d  amage  in  return. ' '  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hillis  was 
now  promoted  to  colonel  of  the  regiment,  and  Capt. 
Clark  R.  Wever  to  lieutenant-colonel.  For  several 
months  the  Seventeenth  was  employed  in  Tennes- 
see and  Mississippi,  joining  Greneral  McPherson's 
army  in  February,  1863.  It  shared  In  the  hard 
marches,  severe  battles  and  glorious  victories  of 
Grant's  Vicksburg  campaign.  At  Jackson  and 
Champion  Hill  it  fought  bravely  and  lost  heavily. 
Colonel  Hillis  had  resigned  ii^  May  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wever  was  now  colonel,  Major  Archer, 
lieutenant- colonel,  and  Capt.  John  F.  Walden,  of 
Company  F,  was  major  of  the  regiment. 

The  Seventeenth  participated  in  theChatanooga 
campaign  and  fought  bravely  at  Lookout  Mountain, 
where  it  lost  fifty-seven  men.  In  April,  1864,  the 
regiment  re-enlisted  as  veterans  to  the  number  of 
479.  In  July,  the  regiment  occupied  Tilton.  Two 
companies  were  captured  near  Dalton  after  exhaust- 
ing their  ammunition  in  a  brave  defense.  On  the 
13th  of  October  the  garrison  at  Tilton  was  assailed 
by  overwhelming  numbers.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Archer  made  a  heroic  defense  until  his  blockhouse 
was  rendered  untenable  by  artillery,  when  he  was 
forcedto  surrender.  Colonel  Wever  was  in  command 
of  a  brigade  at  Resaca  when  he  was  attacked  by 
Hood's  army.  He  had  but  about  seven  hundred 
men  and  four  pieces  of  light  artillery.  He  defended 
the  post  with  great  energy  all  day,  and  at  night 
was  reinforced  by  600  cavalry.  Colonel  Wever 
spent  the  night  strengthening  his  position,  and 
early  in  the  morning  the  attack  was  renewed;  but 
further  reinforcements  came,  and  General  Hood 
finally  retreated  as  General  Sherman's  army  came 
in  sight.  Colonel  Wever  received  warm  commen- 
dations from  Sherman  and  Howard  for  his  brave 
and  successful  defense.  When  the  Seventeenth 
was  captured  at  Tilton,  Captain  Horner  and  some 
forty  men  of  the  regiment  only  remained  in  the 
service,  and  were  disbanded  in  August,  1865. 
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THE  EIGHTEENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 


THE  NINETEENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 


ThiB  regiment  was  made  up  of  companies  raised 
largely  in  the  counties  of  Lucas,  Clarke,  Monroe, 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  Mahaska,  Muscatine,  Louisa,  Linn, 
Wapello,  Appanoose,  Marion,  Warren,  Polk, 
Fayette,  Benton,  Clinton  and  Washington.  It  was 
mustered  into  the  service  early  in  August,  1862, 
with  John  Edwards,  colonel;  Thos.  F.  Cook,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, and  Hugh  J.  Campbell,  major,  and 
numbered  875  men.  It  was  sent  to  southwest  Mis- 
souri and  joined  General  Schofield's  army  at 
Springfield.  Here  it  did  garrison  duty  for  a  long 
time,  and  in  January,  1863,  took  part  in  the  defense 
of  that  city  against  the  Confederate  army,  under 
General  Marmaduke.  This  general,  with  an  army 
of  over  4,000  men,  well  supplied  with  artillery, 
moved  against  Springfield  which  was  then  held  by 
General  Brown  with  Missouri  militia,  some  invalid 
soldiers  in  hospital  and  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  Volun- 
teers, in  all,  about  1,600  men.  There  were  some 
unfinished  forts  about  the  city,  but  not  in  condition 
to  aid  much  in  the  defense.  When  the  battle 
opened  on  the  morning  of  January  8th,  five  com- 
panies of  the  Eighteenth  regiment  were  absent 
on  outpost  duty.  The  Missouri  militia  did  excel- 
lent service,  charging  on  the  right  and  center  of 
the  advancing  army.  Captain  Landis'  battery 
supported  by  three  companies  of  the  Eighteenth 
Iowa,  advanced  on  the  enemy,  but  a  charge  in  over- 
whelming numbers  captured  his  guns,  and  the 
rebel  army  continued  to  advance.  General  Brown 
was  severely  wounded  and  the  command  devolved 
on  Colonel  Crabb.  When  the  militia  were  driven 
back  by  superior  numbers  at  about  4  o'clock,  the 
five  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  came  in  from  their 
outpost  and,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cook,  charged  on  the  rebel  center,  compelling  it  to 
give  way.  When  night  came  on  we  still  held  the 
city  and  In  the  morning  of  the  9th  our  troops  were 
ready  to  renew  the  battle,  but  the  enemy  had 
retreated  with  a  loss  of  more  than  200  men.  Our 
loss  was  about  the  same.  The  Eighteenth  remained 
at  Springfield  a  long  time  after  this  battle,  holding 
southwest  Missouri  from  General  Shelby's  rebel 
army  and  driving  it  out  of  the  state.  In  October 
the  Eighteenth  was  stationed  at  Fort  Smith.  In 
March,  1804,  it  joined  General  Thayer  and  marched 
to  unite  with  General  Steele's  army  moving  towards 
Shreveport,  La.,  to  co-operate  with  General  Banks. 
But  when  that  general  was  defeated  at  Mansfield 
Steele  marched  towards  Camden,  and  at  Moscow 
was  attacked  by  a  rebel  army.  Colonel  Edwards 
commanded  a  brigade  and  had  quite  a  lively  fight 
in  which  the  Eighteenth  lost  a  few  men.  In  guard- 
ing a  forage  train  near  Poison  Springs,  the  Eight- 
eenth and  First  Kansas  had  a  severe  battle  in 
which  the  Iowa  regiment  fought  bravely  and  lost 
seventy-seven  men.  The  regiment  was  mustered 
out  late  in  the  summer  of  1865. 


This  regiment  was  raised  under  the  call  of 
President  Lincoln,  issued  July  2,  1862,  after  the 
failure  of  McClellan's  campaign  against  Richmond. 
The  companies  were  raised  principally  in  the 
counties  of  Lee,  Jefferson,  Washington,  Louisa, 
Van  Buren  and  Henry.  The  regiment  numbered 
982  and  its  field  officers  were  Benjamin  Crabb, 
colonel;  Samuel  McFarland,  lieutenant-colonel  and 
Daniel  Kent,  major.  It  was  sent  to  Rolla,  Mo.,  in 
September  and  some  time  later  became  a  part  of 
the  Third  division  of  the  army  of  the  frontier,  under 
command  of  General  Blunt. 

In  th6  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  the  Nineteenth 
did  its  first  fighting  and  sustained  the  reputation 
won  by  Iowa  soldiers  on  so  many  bloody  fields. 
Early  in  December,  1862,  General  Blunt's  army  was 
lying  at  Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  while  General  Herron, 
with  the  Second  and  Third  divisions,  was  at  Twin 
Springs,  more  than  100  miles  distant.  General 
Marmaduke  had  united  his  army  with  General 
Hindman's,  and  the  latter  now  proposed  to  strike 
and  overwhelm  Blunt's  army  before  Herron  could 
come  to  his  assistance.  General  Herron  received 
a  dispatch  from  Blunt  December  13th,  to  hurry  to 
his  help  and  in  a  few  hours  his  divisions  were  on  the 
road,  and  he  sent  his  cavalry  in  advance  to  Blunt. 
He  marched  his  infantry  110  miles  over  mountain 
roads  in  three  days,  and  on  the  7th  was  within 
fifteen  miles  of  Cane  Hill.  In  the  meantime  Gen- 
eral Hindman  with  a  superior  force,  had  placed 
his  army  between  Blunt  and  Herron.  As  Herron 
advanced,  Hindman  opened  a  fierce  attack  upon  his 
regiments  sent  to  aid  Blunt,  and  drove  them  back  in 
confusion.  General  Herron  formed  his  line  of 
battle  and  opened  on  the  enemy  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  from  his  batteries  well  placed.  The  Twentieth 
Wisconsin  and  Nineteenth  Iowa  were  ordered  to 
charge  a  rebel  battery.  They  moved  across  the 
open  field  in  a  splendid  charge,  with  fixed  bayonets, 
up  a  steep  hill,  drove  the  supports  and  captured  the 
guns.  McFarland  was  leading  the  Nineteenth  in 
as  brave  a  charge  as  was  ever  made  when  a  bullet 
pierced  his  heart  and  he  fell  dead  from  his  horse. 
The  two  regiments  were  overwhelmed  by  superior 
numbers  and  driven  back  with  heavy  loss.  The 
rebels  In  turn  charged  on  our  batteries  with  great 
bravery  and  were  met  with  a  fire  that  hurled 
them  back  in  confusion.  General  Blunt,  in  the 
distance,  heard  the  heavy  artillery  fire  and  at  once 
set  his  army  in  rapid  motion  for  the  battle  field, 
marching  the  last  five  miles  in  half  an  hour.  He 
fell  upon  the  enemy's  left  with  great  fury.  Fifty 
cannon  were  now  pouring  shot  and  shell  into  the 
ranks  of  the  rebels,  while  infantry  was  charging 
upon  other  parts  of  their  line.  Night  put  an  end 
to  the  conflict,  and  under  cover  of  darkness  the 
confederate  army  retreated  towards  Van  Buren, 
with  a  loss  of  not  less  than  2,000.    The  loss  of  the 
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union  army  was  1,148.    The  Nineteenth  Iowa  lost 
198  men  and  some  of  Its  bravest  officers. 

The  First  Iowa  cavalry  and  the  Twentieth  Iowa 
infantry  also  did  good  service  in  this  battle.  Major 
Kent  was  promoted  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  the  gallant  McFarland  and  Capt. 
John  Bruce  became  major.  The  regiment  remained 
on  duty  in  that  part  of  the  country  for  many  months. 
In  June,  1863,  it  joined  Grant's  army  in  the  Vicks- 
burg  campaign,  sharing  in  its  hard  marches, 
battles  and  glorious  victories.  In  September  a 
portion  of  the  regiment  and  the  Twenty-sixth 
Indiana,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leake,  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa,  was  on  duty  near 
Morganza,  La.,  when  they  were  attacked  by  greatly 
superior  numbers  and  after  a  vigorous  resistance 
were  compelled  to  surrender.  Two* thirds  of  the 
regiment  had  been  left  at  other  points  and  the 
organization  therefore  remained  intact.  Long 
afterwards  the  prisoners  were  exchanged  and 
joined  their  old  regiment  at  New  Orleans.  Its  last 
service  was  in  the  campaign  which  captured 
Mobile,  and  at  that  city  it  was  mustered  out  in 
July,  1865,  proceeding  to  Davenport,  where  it  was 
disbanded. 

THE  TWENTIETH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  under  the  call  of  July 
2,  1862,  for  300,000  more  men.  It  was  made  up  of 
five  companies  from  Scott  and  five  from  Linn,  and 
went  into  camp  at  Clinton,  where,  on  the  25th  of 
August,  its  organization  was  completed.  It  num- 
bered 902  men,  and  its  field  officers  were  William 
McE.  Dye,  colonel;  J.  B.  Leake,  lieutenant-colonel; 
William  G.  Thompson,  major. 

Elarly  in  September  the  regiment  was  sent  to 
Holla,  Mo.,  where  it  was  placed  in  a  brigade  with 
the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois,  First  Iowa  cavalry  and 
a  section  of  the  First  Missouri  light  artillery,  under 
Colonel  Dye.  Through  the  months  of  October  and 
November  this  brigade  did  hard  marching  in  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas,  and  the  members  of  the  Twen- 
tieth suffered  greatly  from  sickness  and  deaths. 
On  the  4th  of  December  the  regiment  started  on  a 
long,  hard  march  to  the  battlefield  of  Prairie  Grove, 
and  reached  it  in  time  to  participate  in  the  battle 
of  the  7th.  The  Twentieth  did  excellent  service 
on  that  field,  and  lost  forty-seven  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  defeat  of  the  confederate  army 
drove  the  rebel  forces  out  of  that  section  of  the 
country  for  a  long  time.  In  May,  1863,  the  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  reinforce  the  army  operating 
around  Vicksburg.  Here  it  remained  doing  siege 
duty  until  the  surrender  of  that  stronghold  and 
General  Pemberton^s  army.  It  was  soon  after  sent 
to  reinforce  General  Banks*  army  in  Louisiana. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Leake  was  captured  with  his 
command  by  a  largely  superior  force  of  the  enemy 
on  the  29th  of  September,  1863,  at  Sterling  Farm, 


and  the  command  of  the  Twentieth  regiment  de- 
volved on  Major  Thompson.  It  was  soon  after  sent 
to  Texas,  where  it  remained  until  September,  1864, 
when  it  was  sent  to  New  Orleans.  Major  Thomp- 
son had  resigned  in  May,  and  the  regiment  had 
been  under  the  command  of  Capt.  M.  L.  Thompson, 
of  Company  C.  In  September  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leake  having  been  exchanged,  rejoined  the  regi- 
ment. The  regiment  was  soon  after  sent  to  Browns- 
ville, Ark.,  where  it  did  duty  until  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1865.  In  February  it  joined  the  army  in  the 
Mobile  expedition,  and  remained  in  that  region 
until  July  8th,  when  it  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  with  464  men. 

THE  TWENTY-FIRST  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  organized  in  August,  1862, 
and  numbered  976  men.  The  companies  were 
recruited  chiefly  in  the  counties  of  Dubuque,  Black 
Hawk,  Worth,  Clayton  and  Delaware.  Its  field 
officers  were  Samuel  Merrill,  colonel;  C.  W.  Dun- 
lap,  lieutenant-colonel;  and  S.  G.  Van  Anda,  major. 
The  regiment  was  mustered  into  service  at  Clinton, 
and  in  September  was  sent  to  Rolla,  Mo.,  and  in 
October  was  placed  in  a  brigade  with  the  Thirty- 
third  Missouri  and  the  Ninety-ninth  Illinois,  with 
some  cavalry  and  artillery,  under  command  of  Gen. 
Fltz  Henry  Warren,  of  Iowa.  In  January,  1863,  a 
force  of  1,000  men  with  artillery  was  sent  to  rein- 
force the  garrison  at  Springfield,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Merrill.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th 
it  encountered  General  Marmaduke's  army  near 
Hartsville,  retreating  from  Springfield.  A  sharp 
engagement  took  place,  lasting  several  hours,  when 
Merrill  retreated,  having  exhausted  his  ammuni- 
tion, with  a  loss  of  but  seventy-eight  men.  The 
enemy  had  not  less  than  2,500  men  in  this  battle  and 
gained  no  advantage,  and  lost  several  good  officers. 
The  Twenty-first  regiment  was  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunlap  and  fought  bravely,  los- 
ing twenty-one  men.  Among  the  wounded  was 
Colonel  Dunlap.  In  February  the  regiment  made 
a  very  hard  march  from  Houston  to  Iron  Mountain, 
in  which  it  suffered  greatly  from  cold,  hunger  and 
insufficient  clothing,  many  of  the  men  being  without 
shoes.  In  March  the  regiment  was  sent  down  the 
river  to  Milliken's  Bend,  and  soon  after  joined 
McClernand's  corps  for  the  Vicksburg  campaign. 
At  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  April  30,  1863,  the 
Twenty- first  Iowa  was  in  the  advance,  four  compan- 
ies supporting  the  First  Iowa  battery,  Captain 
Griffith,  and  had  a  lively  fight  with  the  enemy  on 
that  day.  In  the  severe  battle  which  came  on  the 
next  day  the  Twenty-first  fought  well  in  Colonel 
Stone's  brigade  with  the  Twenty-second  and  Twen- 
ty-third and  lost  quite  a  number  of  men,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Dunlap  being  again  wounded.  At  the 
battle  of  Black  River  Bridge  on  the  17th,  the 
Twenty-first  made  a  fine  charge  and  fought  with 
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/.  B.  Sample,  First  Lieutenant  Co.  D.  Sev- 
enth Infantry:  Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant 
General  of  Volunteers  and  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General. 

Samuel  Duffin,  Second  Lieutenant  Co.  K, 
Sixteenth  Infantry. 

James  Hartman^  Serggant  Co.  P,  Second 
Cavalry. 

Charles  H.  Smith,  Second  Lieutenant  Co. 
C  Fourth  Cavalry. 


George  A.  Stone  Colonel  Twenty- fifth  In- 
fantry and  Brevet  Brigadier-Generai. 

Noah  W.  Mills.  Lieut  .-Colonel  Second  Iowa 
Infantry;  commissioned  Colonel  but  not  mus- 
tered. 

J.  L.  Geddes,  Colonel  Eighth  Infantry^ 
Brevet  Brigadier-General . 

Joseph  B.  Reed,  Captain  Second  Iowa  Bat- 
tery. 


Portrait  Medallions  on  the  Iowa  Soldiers^  and  Sailors^  Monument. 
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great  courage.  Colonel  Merrill  in  command,  was 
severely  wounded.  Its  loss  was  about  eighty  in 
killed  and  wounded.  In  the  assault  on  Vicksburg, 
May  22d,  the  Twenty-first  was  prominently  engaged 
and  Lieutenant-Ck>lonel  Dunlap  was  among  the 
slain  and  Major  Van  Anda  was  wounded;  the  total 
loss  of  the  regiment  was  113.  After  the  surrender 
of  Vicksburg  it  was  sent  with  the  army  that  pur- 


sued Johnston  and  lost  fifteen 
August  the  regiment  was  sent 
command  of  Captain  Crooke, 
moted  to  major.  After  many 
regiment  was  finally  sent  to 
against  Mobile  and  took  an 
campaign^,  after  which  it  was 
service. 


men  at  Jackson.  In 
to  Texas,  now  under 
who  had  been  pro- 
changes  of  place  the 
join  the  expedition 
active  part  in  the 
mustered  out  of  the 


Chapter  XV. 


The  Twenty-second f  Twenty-ihirdy  Twenty-fourthj  Twenty-Jifth,  Twenty-sixth,  Twenty-seventh,  Twenty-eighih, 
Twenty-nirUh,  Thirtieth  and  Thirty- first  Iowa  Infantry  Begiments. 


THE  TWENTY-SECOND  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

Seven  companies  of  this  regiment  were  raised  in 
Johnson  county,  one  in  Jasper,  one  in  Monroe  and 
one  in  Wapello.  It  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Iowa  City  on  the  9th  of  September,  1862.  Its  first 
field  officers  were  Wm.  M.  Stone,  colonel;  John  A. 
Garrett,  lieu  tenant- colonel;  Harvey  Graham,  major. 
The  regiment  was  first  sent  to  Rolla,  Mo.,  where  it 
did  garrison  duty  for  about  four  months.  In  March, 
1863,  it  was  sent  to  Grant's  army  to  take  part  in  the 
Vicksburg  campaign,  and  was  in  the  First  brigade 
of  the  Fourteenth  division  of  the  Thirteenth  army 
corps,  under  General  McClernand. 

At  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  Colonel  Stone  com- 
manded the  brigade,  and  Major  Atherton  led  the 
Twenty-second  regiment,  which  lost  twenty  men. 
At  the  battles  of  Champion  Hill  and  Black  River 
Bridge  the  loss  of  the  Twenty-second  was  light. 
Having  driven  Pemberton's  army  behind  the  forti- 
fications of  Vicksburg,  General  Grant  determined 
to  assault  the  works  on  the  22d  of  May.  Early  in 
the  morning  the  artillery  from  the  fleet  and  all  of 
the  guns  in  position  in  the  rear  opened  on  the  ene- 
my's works  and  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  until  10  o'clock. 
Then  the  bugles  sounded  the  charge  and  the  as- 
saulting columns  moved  forward  with  fixed  bayo- 
nets. They  were  met  by  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry 
all  along  the  lines.  Still  the  troops  pressed  on  and 
fell  before  the  deadly  fire  by  hundreds.  It  was 
impossible  to  face  the  terrible  volleys  which  smote 
the  advancing  columns.  They  sought  such  shelter 
as  they  could  find  and  returned  the  fire,  but  could 
not  dislodge  the  enemy. 

The  Twenty-second  led  the  charge  made  by  the 
brigade  under  General  Lawler,  and  a  few  men,  led 
by  Sergeant  Griffith  scaled  the  enemy's  defenses, 
entered  the  fort  and  captured  some  prisoners.  But 
most  of  them  were  killed  or  captured;  Sergeant 
Griffith  and  David  Trine  alone  escaped.  Lieu  ten- 
ant •Colonel  Graham  and  several  men  were  captured 
in  the  ditch,  and  the  assault  was  ended. 


The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  164.  There  were 
sixteen  Iowa  regiments  engaged  in  this  battle,  the 
Fourth,  Fifth,  Eighth,  Ninth,  Tenth,  Twelfth, 
Seventeenth.  Twenty-first,  Twenty-second,  Twenty- 
fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-sixth,  Twenty-eighth, 
Thirtieth,  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-fifth,  and  the 
First  and  Second  Iowa  batteries. 

Before  the  end  of  the  siege,  which  followed  the 
assault.  Iowa  had  thirty  regiments  in  Grant's  army, 
which  won  this  greatest  victory  of  the  war. 

In  this  campaign  the  confederacy  lost,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  10,000  men,  and  in  prisoners,  37,000, 
fifteen  general  officers,  arms  and  munitions  for  an 
army  of  60,000,  and  an  immense  amount  of  property, 
with  the  strongest  fortified  city  in  the  limits  of  the 
confederacy,  opening  the  navigation  of  the  greatest 
river  of  the  continent. 

No  soldiers  in  this  great  campaign  surpassed 
those  of  Iowa.  The  First  Iowa  brigade  led  the 
advance  at  Port  Gibson;  the  Seventeenth  sur- 
passed all  others  at  Jackson;  the  Twenty-fourth 
and  Twenty- eighth  won  immortal  honors  at  Cham- 
pion Hill;  the  Twenty-first  and  Twenty-third 
covered  themselves  with  glory  at  Black  River 
Bridge,  while  the  Twenty- second  alone,  at  the 
assault  on  Vicksburg,  entered  the  confederate  de- 
fenses. Colonel  Stone  resigned  soon  after  the  sur- 
render of  Vicksburg,  having  been  nominated  for 
governor  by  the  Iowa  republicans.  The  Twenty- 
second  regiment  was  sent  to  Texas  in  November, 
where  it  was  employed  several  months,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Graham  having  been  promoted  to  colonel, 
Major  White  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
Captain  Gearkee,  major.  In  July,  1864,  it  was 
transferred  to  Virginia,  and  in  August  became  a 
part  of  General  Sheridan's  army  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Winchester.  It  made  a  most  gallant 
fight  in  that  great  battle  and  did  its  full  share  in 
winning  a  glorious  victory.  Its  losses  were  heavy 
and  among  them  were  several  of  its  bravest  offi- 
cers; 109  were  killed,  wounded  and  captured.  At 
the  battles  of  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek  the 
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Twenty- second  was  engaged  and  met  with  losses. 
These  were  its  last  battles,  and  on  the  3d  of  August, 
1865,  it  was  disbanded  at  Davenport,  after  having 
traveled  more  than  13,000  miles  and  served  in 
nearly  all  of  the  southern  states. 

THE  TWENTY-THIRD  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  chiefly  in  the  counties 
of  Polk,  Dallas,  Story,  Wayne,  Pottawattamie, 
Montgomery,  Page,  Jasper,  Madison,  Marshall,  and 
Cass  counties.  It  contained  960  men,  and  was 
organized  with  the  following  field  officers:  Colonel, 
William  Dewey;  lieutenant-colonel,  William  H. 
Kinsman;  major,  Samuel  L.  Glasgow.  It  went  into 
camp  at  Des  Moines,  and  was  mustered  into  service 
on  the  19th  of  September,  1862.  Its  first  campaign 
was  in  Missouri,  where  it  did  guard  and  garrison 
duty  for  several  months,  making  some  long  and 
toilsome  marches.  Colonel  Dewey  died  at  Patter- 
son on  the  30th  of  November,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Kinsman,  who  was  promoted  to  colonel;  Major 
Glasgow  was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
Capt.  Charles  J.  Clark,  of  Company  B,  was  made 
major.  Early  in  1863  the  regiment  was  sent  down 
the  Mississippi  and  became  a  part  of  Grant's  army 
in  the  Vicksburg  campaign.  Its  first  battle  was  at 
Port  Gibson,  where,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Glasgow,  it  did  excellent  service,  losing  thirty- 
three  men.  In  the  battle  of  Black  River  Bridge, 
May  17th,  in  the  brigade  commanded  by  General 
Lawler,  the  Twenty-third,  led  by  Colonel  Kinsman, 
made  a  brilliant  charge  on  the  enemy's  works, 
which  were  captured  with  a  heavy  loss.  Among 
the  slain  was  the  gallant  Colonel  Kinsman,  who  fell 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  pierced  through  with 
two  musket  balls.  General  Grant  pronounced  the 
charge  a  brilliant  and  daring  one. 

On  the  6th  and  7th  of  June  the  Twenty-third, 
with  some  negro  regiments,  had  a  severe  battle 
with  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  at  Milliken's 
Bend,  and,  -after  a  fierce  contest,  defeated  the 
rebels  with  heavy  loss.  It  was  the  first  battle  in 
which  the  colored  troops  had  taken  a  prominent 
part,  and  they  proved  good  soldiers.  The  regi- 
ment, now  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Glasgow, 
who  had  been  ag^in  promoted  after  the  death  of 
Colonel  Kinsman,  lost  twenty-three  killed^  and 
thirty-four  wounded  out  of  110  men  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Milliken's  Bend.  About  the  middle  of 
August,  the  regiment  was  transferred  to  the 
department  of  the  Gulf,  and  for  nearly  a  year  was 
on  duty  in  Louisiana  and  Texas.  In  the  spring  of 
1864,  it  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  reinforce  Gen- 
eral Banks'  army  after  his  disastrous  Red  river 
campaign.  For  some  time  it  was  employed  in 
Arkansas.  Early  in  1865,  it  was  sent  to  take  part 
in  the  Mobile  expedition,  now  being  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.-Col.  Charles  J.  Clark,  as  Colonel 
Glasgow  was  commanding  a  brigade.    It  fought 


bravely  in  the  assault  on  the  Spanish  Fort,  where  it 
again  met  its  old  antagonist,  the  Twenty-third  Ala- 
bama, which  it  had  first  encountered  at  Port  Gib- 
son. In  June,  the  regiment  was  again  sent  to 
Texas.  On  the  23d  of  July,  1865,  it  was  mustered 
out  of  service  with  417  men. 

THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  Twenty*Fourth  was  made  up  of  companies 
raised  chiefly  in  Jackson,  Clinton,  Cedar,  Linn, 
Johnson,  Jones,  Tama  and  Iowa  counties.  It  went 
into  camp  at  Muscatine  in  September,  1862,  and  on 
the  18th  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  serv- 
ice, numbering  950  men.  Its  field  officers  were 
£ber  C.  Byam,  colonel;  John  Q.  Wilds,  lieutenant- 
colonel;  Ed  Wright,  major.  On  the  19th  of  October 
the  regiment  was  sent  to  Helena,  Ark.  From  here 
it  was  sent  on  various  expeditions  into  Mississippi 
and  Arkansas,  doing  some  hard  marching  and 
suffering  from  sickness.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilds 
was  in  command  of  the  regiment  a  large  portion  of 
the  time  as  Colonel  Byam  resigned  June  30th,  1863. 
The  Twenty-Fourth  was  attached  to  General 
Grant's  army  early  in  1863  and  was  in  his  campaign 
against  Vicksburg.  It  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Port  Gibson,  in  General  Hovey's  division. 
At  the  great  battle  of  Champion  Hill  no  regiment 
in  the  union  army  surpassed  the  Twenty-Fourth 
for  desperate  fighting.  A  rebel  battery  of  five 
guns  on  a  commanding  position  was  doing  fearful 
execution  on  Hovey's  division,  as  it  advanced  on 
Champion  Hill.  The  Twenty-fourth  alone  charged 
upon  it  under  a  terrific  fire  of  grape  and  canister, 
drove  the  gunners  from  their  pieces  and  over- 
whelmed the  infantry  supports,  carrying  every- 
thing before  them.  But  no  other  regiment  coming 
to  its  support,  it  was  assailed  by  overwhelming 
numbers  and  finally  driven  back.  The  loss  of  the 
regiment  in  this  heroic  charge  was  195,  including 
several  gallant  officers.  The  regiment  participated 
in  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg and  was  in  the  campaign  against  Jackson.  It 
was  afterwards  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Gulf 
and  was  in  Greneral  Banks'  disastrous  Red  river 
campaign.  At  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads  the 
Twenty-fourth  fought  bravely,  but  nothing  the 
army  could  do  was  sufficient  to  counteract  the 
incompetency  of  the  conmianding  general.  Banks, 
who  led  it  only  to  defeat  and  retreat.  In  July, 
1864,  the  regiment  went  by  river,  gulf  and  ocean  to 
Alexandria,  Va.,  from  there  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  joined  Sheridan's  army  in  the  Shenandoah 
valley.  At  the  battle  of  Winchester  the  Twenty- 
Fourth  was  hotly  engaged  and  lost  seventy-four 
men.  It  also  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Fisher's 
Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  which  followed,  fighting 
with  its  accustomed  vigor  and  bravery  and  losing 
many  good  men.  Among  the  mortally  wounded  at 
Cedar  Creek  was  the  gallant  Colonel  Wilds.    In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


106 


SlStORY  Ot*   IOWA. 


January,  1865,  this  fighting  regiment  which  had 
seen  service  in  some  of  the  greatest  campaigns  of 
the  war,  was  again  sent  south  by  ocean  steamer  and 
did  duty  in  Georgia  and  North  Carolina.  It  was 
finally,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  mustered  out  at 
Savannah,  transported  back  to  Iowa  and  disbanded 
in  August.  Few  Iowa  regiments  traversed  as  many 
miles  of  the  enemy's  country  or  fought  in  as  many 
battles  as  the  Twenty-Fourth. 

THE  TWENTY-PIPTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  companies  composing  this  regiment  were 
made  up  as  follows:  Four  in  Henry,  three  in  Des 
Moines,  two  in  Washington  and  one  In  Louisa.  It 
was  organized  in  September,  1862,with  field  officers, 
George  A.  Stone,  colonel;  Fabian  Brydolph,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and  Calvin  Taylor,  major.  It  num- 
bered 995  men,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service 
on  the  27th  of  September,  at  Mount  Pleasant.  It 
was  thoroughly  drilled  before  entering  the  field, 
and  its  first  service  was  at  Helena,  Ark.  It  was 
in  General  Sherman's  expedition  against  Vlcks- 
burg  in  December,  and  in  January,  1863,  it  was  in 
the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  where  it  lost  sixty 
men.  It  was  in  Grant's  campaign  against  Vlcks- 
burg,  but  did  not  participate  in  many  of  the  bat- 
tles which  preceded  the  siege  of  that  stronghold. 
It  was  In  the  movements  against  Jackson,  and  later 
was  sent  to  reinforce  the  army  at  Chattanooga.  It 
took  part  in  this  campaign,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Ringgold  lost  twenty- nine  men.  Colonel  Stone 
was  soon  after  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Palmer  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.  In  General  Sherman's 
march  to  the  sea  the  Twenty-fifth  was  placed  in  the 
Iowa  brigade  of  the  Fifteenth  corps.  This  brigade 
was  made  up  of  the  Fourth,  Ninth,  Twenty- fifth 
and  Thirty-first  regiments  of  Iowa  infantry,  under 
command  of  Col.  James  A.  Williamson,  of  Iowa. 
This  brigade  fought  at  Basaca,  Lovejoy  Station, 
Dallas,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Ezra  Church, 
Jonesboro,  and  all  through  that  great  campaign, 
with  distinguished  bravery,  the  Twenty-fifth  losing 
sixty-seven  men  in  battle.  It  reached  Savannah 
on  the  21st  of  December,  1864.  Here  Colonel  Stone 
took  command  of  the  Iowa  brigade  again,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Palmer  of  the  regiment.  Colonel 
Stone's  command  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of 
February  forced  a  passage  over  the  river  after  a 
sharp  fight,  and  entered  Columbia,  the  capital  of 
South  Carolina,  and  planted  the  stars  and  stripes 
on  the  dome  of  the  state  house.  The  city  surren- 
dered through  its  mayor,  and  forty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  among  the  arms  captured.  On  the  20th 
of  March  the  Twenty-fifth  had  a  hard  fight  at  the 
battle  of  Bentonville,  and  lost  twenty-seven  men. 
This  was  its  last  battle,  and  it  marched  with  the 
army  to  Goldsboro,  Raleigh,  and  after  the  surren- 
der of  Johnston,  it  went  by  way  of  Richmond  to 


Washington.    In  June  the  regiment  returned  to 
Iowa,  and  was  disbanded  at  Davenport. 

THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  was  largely  a  Clinton  county  regiment,  and 
was  organized  at  Cllntoa  in  September,  1862.  It 
had  about  900  men,  and  its  field  officers  were  Milo 
Smith,  colonel;  Samuel  G.  Magell,  lleutenant-oolo- 
nel;  Samuel  Clark,  major.  In  October,  it  was  sent 
to  Helena,  Ark.,  and  from  there  to  the  vicinity  of 
Vicksburg.  It  was  at  the  battle  of  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  but  met  with  no  loss.  In  January,  1863,  it 
was  in  the  expedition  sent  to  capture  Arkansas 
Post.  The  fieet  under  Admiral  Porter  co-operated 
with  the  army  in  this  battle,  which  began  on  the 
10th.  Fort  Hindman  was  a  strong  position,  and 
made  a  vigorous  defense.  General  McClemand 
ordered  an  assault,  and,  after  a  desperate  fight,  the 
fort  was  captured,  with  5,000  prisoners  and  seven- 
teen pieces  of  artillery.  The  Twenty-sixth  here 
made  a  splendid  fight,  and  suffered  as  severely  as 
any  regiment  engaged  in  the  battle.  Colonel  Smith 
was  among  the  wounded,  while  the  loss  of  the  regi- 
ment was  120.  It  was  soon  after  moved  down  the 
river  near  Vicksburg,  where  the  men  worked  on 
the  canal  that  was  designed  to  change  the  channel 
of  the  river.  In  May,  the  Twenty-sixth  was  sent 
with  the  army  to  capture  Jackson,  and  afterwards 
took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  assault  of  the  22d,  where  it  lost 
many  men.  After  the  close  of  the  Vicksburg  cam- 
paign, the  Twenty-sixth,  after  considerable  service 
at  various  places,  was  sent  to  take  part  In  the  expe- 
dition operating  about  Chattanooga,  and  was  In  the 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge. 
The  loss  was  not  heavy,  but  included  some  good 
officers  wounded.  After  service  in  parts  of  Ala- 
bama, the  regiment  joined  Sherman's  army  in  its 
campaign  against  Johnston,  where  it  belonged  to  the 
Fifteenth  corps.  From  this  time  on  the  history  of 
the  Twenty-sixth  Is  intimately  associated  with  the 
hard  marches  and  successful  battles  of  that  brilliant 
campaign.  At  Resaca,  Dallas,  Kenesaw  and  the 
siege  of  Atlanta,  at  Jonesboro  and  Lovejoy  the 
Clinton  county  regiment  did  valiant  service,  and  its 
dead  lie  buried  all  along  the  line  of  the  great  march 
to  the  sea.  In  December;  1864,  it  was  in  camp  at 
Savannah,  and  in  January  It  marched  with  the 
army  through  the  CaroUnas.  It  was  at  the  cap- 
ture of  Columbia,  and  at  the  battle  of  Bentonville 
Its  last  fight  was  made.  It  marched  to  Goldsboro, 
Raleigh,  and  on  to  the  national  capital,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war,  covered  with 
honors. 

THE   TWENTY-SEVENTH  IOWA  INFANTRY 

The  companies  for  this  regiment  were  mostly 
recruited  In  northern  Iowa  and  came  largely  from 
Allamakee,     Clayton,      Chickasaw,      Delaware, 
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Buchanan,  Mitohell  and  Floyd  counties.  They 
went  into  camp  at  Dubuque  late  in  August,  1862, 
where  they  were  drilled  for  about  two  months,  and 
on  the  3d  of  October  were  mustered  into  the  United^ 
States  service,  about  1,000  strong.  Its  field  officers 
were  colonel,  James  I.  Gilbert;  lieutenant-^x)lonel, 
Jed  Lake;  major,  Geo.  W.  Howard.  Soon  after  It 
was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Pope,  command- 
ing the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  where  the 
Sioux  Indians  had  begun  a  war  of  extermination 
against  the  inhabitants  of  western  Minnesota. 
They  were  perpetrating  the  most  horrid  massacres 
of  modern  times  on  defenseless  men,  women  and 
children  in  that  region.  The  Twenty-seventh  was 
first  sent  to  Fort  Snelling,  but  the  Indian  war  hav- 
ing ended  it  was  soon  after  sent  down  the  river  to 
Cairo,  and  from  there  to  Memphis  to  join  General 
Sherman's  army.  The  regiment  served  in  Mis- 
sissippi for  several  months,  making  hard  marches 
and  suffering  heavy  losses  from  hardships,  exposure 
and  consequent  sickness.  It  was  employed  in 
guarding  railroads,  protecting  lines  of  communica- 
tion and  similar  duties  until  in  August,  1863,  when 
it  joined  General  Steele's  army  in  the  campaign 
against  Little  Rock.  The  regiment  lost  during  the 
year  1863,  mostly  from  sickness,  more  than  180  men. 
In  January,  1864,  it  was  with  General  Sherman  in 
his  Meridian  expedition,  after  which  it  was  sent 
to  take  part  in  General  Banks'  Red  river  campaign. 
In  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill  the  Twenty-seventh 
was  in  Colonel  Shaw's  brigade,  which  made  a  most 
heroic  fight  that  day,  and  by  its  valor  and  sacrifices 
saved  the  army  from  greater  disasters,  and  covered 
its  retreat  that  night  and  the  next  day  to  Grand 
Ecore.  The  regiment  met  with  heavy  loss  in  its 
brave  fight,  and  during  the  retreat  was  of  the  rear 
g^ard  protecting  the  army  from  the  pursuing 
enemy.  At  the  battle  of  Yellow  Bayou  the  Twenty- 
seventh  was  actively  engaged  and  lost  seventeen 
men.  Colonel  Gilbert  commanded  a  brigade  for 
some  time  after  this  campaign,  in  which  was  his 
regiment,  and  several  times  had  combats  with  the 
enemy,  being  in  the  battles  of  Tupelo  and  Old  Town 
Creek.  In  September  and  October  the  regiment 
was  in  a  campaign  in  Missouri  against  General 
Price,  marching  700  miles  in  forty-seven  days.  In 
November  it  was  sent  to  reinforce  General  Thomas 
near  Nashville  and  was  in  the  two  days'  battle  which 
resulted  in  the  defeat  of  Hood's  army  with  heavy 
loss.  Colonel  Gilbert  commanded  a  brigade  in 
this  battle  and  Lieut.-Col.  Jed  Lake  led  the 
Twenty-seventh.  They  joined  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  defeated  army  as  far  as  Pulaski.  Soon  after  the 
regiment  was  sent  to  join  the  expedition  now 
organizing  for  the  capture  of  Mobile.  Major  How- 
ard led  the  regiment  in  an  assault  on  the  rebel 
works,  while  Colonel  Gilbert  commanded  a  brigade. 
After  its  capture  they  moved  to  Montgomery,  and 
went  into  camp  at  the  old  capitol,  where  they 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.    The  regiment 


returned  to  Iowa  early  in  August,  1865,  where  it 
disbanded  on  the  8th. 

THE  TWENTY-EIGHTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  Twenty-eighth  was  made  up  of  companies 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Benton,  Iowa,  Tama, 
Poweshiek,  Johnson  and  Jasper,  in  August  and 
September,  1862.  At  the  time  it  went  into  camp  at 
Iowa  City  it  numbered  956  men.  The  field  officers 
were,  colonel,  William  E.  Miller;  lieutenant- 
colonel,  John  Connell;  major,  H.  B.  Lynch.  Early 
in  November  it  embarked  for  Helena,  Ark.,  where 
it  remained  most  of  the  time  until  January  11, 1863, 
when  it  joined  General  Gorman's  expedition  up  the 
White  river.  The  weather  was  very  severe,  and 
the  men  suffered  greatly  from  exposure  and  sick- 
ness, resulting  in  many  deaths.  Returning  to  Hel- 
ena, the  regiment  went  into  rude  winter  quarters, 
where  disease  ravaged  the  camps  and  death  and 
misery  reigned  everywhere.  With  clothing  worn 
out,  clad  in  rags,  living  in  rude  huts,  without  pay, 
or  any  of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life,  it  was  a  win- 
ter of  wretchedness  and  despair  never  forgotten. 
On  the  14th  of  February  General  Washburn  left 
Helena  with  a  large  force  to  remove  the  obstruc- 
tions from  Yazoo  Pass.  Great  trees  had  been  felled 
across  the  river,  and  the  men  worked  here  in  the 
swamps  and  water,  dragging  with  cables  the  ob- 
structions from  the  pass.  Soon  after  the  retmrn  to 
camp  Colonel  Miller  resigned,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Colonel  Connell,  and  Capt.  B.  W.  Wilson  was 
promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel.  On  the  11th  of 
April  the  Twenty- eighth,  then  brigaded  with  the 
Twenty-fourth  Iowa,  and  other  regiments  started 
on  the  Vicksburg  campaign.  It  was  first  under 
fire  at  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  and  fought  bravely, 
losing  seventeen  men.  At  the  battle  of  Champion 
Hill,  on  the  16th,  the  officers  and  men  fought  like 
veterans.  General  Hovey  says:  **  Of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  Iowa— in  what  language 
shall  I  speak?  Scarcely  more  than  six  months  in 
the  service,  and  yet  no  troops  ever  showed  more 
bravery  or  fought  with  more  valor. ' '  The  Twenty- 
eighth  in  this  battle  lost  100  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.  It  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and 
after  its  surrender  was  sent  to  assist  in  the  Jackson 
campaign.  Major  Lynch  resigned  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Capt.  John  Meyer. 

In  September  the  regiment  was  sent  to  western 
Louisiana  and  was  with  General  Franklin's  army 
on  its  march  to  Opelousas  in  November. 

In  March  it  was  sent  to  join  General  Banks  in 
the  disastrous  Red  river  expedition.  It  fought 
well  at  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  where  Colonel  Connell 
was  severely  wounded  and  taken  prisoner;  in  the 
absence  of  higher  officers  Capt.  Thos.  Dlllin  took 
command.  When  the  army,  in  its  retreat,  reached 
Grand  Ecore,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilson  joined  his 
regiment,  bringing  a  number  of  recruits. 
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In  June  the  regiment  was  lying  at  CarroUton 
where  Colonel  Ck)nnell,  who  had  been  exchanged, 
rejoined  his  command,  having  lost  an  arm  at  the 
time  of  his  capture.  In  July,  1864,  the  regiment 
embarked  for  Alexandria,  Va.,  which  place  it 
reached  on  the  2d  of  August.  Soon  after  it  was 
sent  with  the  Twenty-second  and  Twenty-fourth 
Iowa  to  join  Sheridan's  army  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley. 

At  the  battle  of  Winchester  it  was  heavily  en- 
gaged and  lost  ninety  men.  On  the  22d  it  was  in 
the  battle  of  Fisher's  Hill,  where  it  captured  a  bat- 
tery with  small  loss. 

At  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  the  Twenty-eighth 
did  valiant  service.  Overborne,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  day  by  the  furious  onset  of  the  enemy,  the 
regiment  made  a  vigorous  ]:e8istance  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Wilson  was  borne  from  the  field  se- 
verely wounded.  Major  Meyer  took  command  and 
soon,  the  tide  of  battle  turning;  the  confederates 
were  driven  with  heavy  loss,  the  Iowa  regiments 
joining  in  the  pursuit.  The  Twenty-eighth  lost 
nearly  a  hundred  men  in  killed,  wounded  and  pris- 
oners. 

In  January,  1865,  it  was  sent  to  Savannah  and 
joined  Schofield,  and  remained  in  Georgia  until  late 
in  June,  when  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service, 
numbering  about  500.  It  reached  Davenport  in 
August,  where  it  was  disbanded. 

THE  TWENTY-NINTH    IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  companies  making  up  this  regiment  were 
recruited  on  the  Missouri  slope,  from  the  counties 
of  Pottawattamie,  Mills,  Harrison,  Adams,  Fre- 
mont, Taylor,  Ringgold,  Union  and  Guthrie.  The 
regiment  numbered  900  men  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  in  December,  1862,  with  the  following 
field  officers:  Colonel,  Thomas  H.  Benton;  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, R.  F.  Patterson;  major,  C.  B.  Shoe- 
maker. It  was  sent  to  join  General  Curtis'  army 
in  Missouri,  in  December,  and  from  there  was 
transferred  to  Helena,  Ark.,  and  went  with 
General  Gorman's  fruitless  expedition  up  the 
White  river.  Upon  its  return  it  was  attacked  by 
measles  and  there  were  over  400  men  on  the  sick 
list  In  August  the  regiment  was  in  General 
Steele's  campaign  against  Little  Rock,  and  fought 
bravely  in  the  battle  which  preceded  the  capture 
of  that  city,  losing  thirty-one  men. 

In  March,  1864,  Steele's  army  moved  southwest 
with  a  wagon  train  of  400  teams  which  strung  out 
four  miles  long,  guarded  by  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa. 
On  the  2d  of  April  General  Shelby's  rebel  brigade 
of  cavalry  made  a  dash  upon  it.  A  lively  fight 
ensued  and  the  result  was  doubtful  when  General 
Rice  came  up  with  reinforcements.  For  miles  the 
fight  continued  as  the  long  train  moved  on,  but 
finally  the  rebels  made  a  fierce  charge  which  was 
repelled  with  heavy  loss  and  the  train  came  into 


camp  without  the  loss  of  a  wagon.  The  Twenty- 
ninth  lost  twenty-seven  men  during  the  day.  At 
Jenkin's  Ferry  the  regiment  fought  for  six  hours 
and  made  a  brilliant  bayonet  charge,  losing 
altogether  fifty-nine  men.  The  army  returned  to 
Little  Rock,  where  General  Steele  was  soon  after 
relieved  of  the  command.  Early  in  1865  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  the  Mobile  campaign  in  which 
the  Twenty-ninth  took  part,  fighting  with  its  usual 
vigor.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  Brazos  Santiago, 
Texas,  in  June  and  in  July  returned  to  New  Orleans 
where  it  was  discharged  from  the  service  in  Au- 
gust. It  returned  to  Iowa,  landing  at  Davenport  on 
the  19th  of  August,  1865,  numbering  765  men, 
including  parts  of  the  Nineteenth,  Twentieth  and 
Twenty-third  which  had  been  attached  to  it. 

THE  THIRTIETH   IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  ^as  organized  from  companies 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Lee,  Davis,  Jefferson,  Van 
Buren,  Washington  and  Des  Moines,  late  in  the 
summer  of  1862.  It  was  mustered  into  service  on 
the  23d  of  September  and  went  in  to  camp  at  Keokuk, 
with  Col.  Charles  H.  Abbott,  Lieut.-Col.  W.  M.  G. 
Torrence,  and  Maj.  Lauren  Dewey  as  its  first  field 
officers.  It  was  sent  to  Helena,  where  it  suffered 
from  sickness  for  a  long  time.  The  regiment  was  a 
part  of  General  Thayer's  brigade  and  joined  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  army  before  Vicksburg.  It  was  in 
the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou,  December  28th  and 
29th,  but  suffered  very  slight  loss.  In  the  cam- 
paign against  Arkansas  Post,  the  Thirtieth  Iowa 
participated  and  did  good  service,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrence,  losing  forty-five 
men.  In  April  the  regiment  joined  Grant's  army 
in  the  Vicksburg  campaign  and  in  the  assaults  of 
the  19th  and  22d  of  May.  In  this  last  bloody  battle 
Colonel  Abbott  was  slain  while  leading  his  regi- 
ment in  a  charge  on  the  confederate  works.  He 
was  an  able  officer  and  highly  esteemed  by  the 
army,  and  his  death  was  a  sad  blow  to  the  regiment 
he  commanded.  Major  Millikin  was  mortally 
wounded  in  the  same  battle  and  died  the  next  day. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrence  was  promoted  to  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  and  Aurelius  Roberts,  of 
Company  C,  was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel 
and  Robert  D.  Creamer,  of  Company  G,  became 
major.  The  regiment  joined  the  army  sent  against 
Jackson,  and  after  its  capture  was  sent  with  Oster- 
haus'  division  to  repair  and  g^ard  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  railroad.  On  the  21st  of  October  the 
Thirtieth,  with  the  advance  guard  of  the  army,  had 
a  severe  battle  with  the  enemy  near  Cherokee, 
where  Colonel  Torrence  was  killed  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  while  bravely  leading  his  men  into 
action.  Soon  after  the  regiment  was  sent  to  rein- 
force the  army  operating  about  Chattanooga.  In 
the  great  battle  which  followed,  the  Thirtieth  took 
an  active  part  in  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  rebel 
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Strongholds  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary 
Ridge.  In  the  battle  of  Ringgold,  on  the  27th  of 
Noyember  the  Thirtieth  did  excellent  service  and 
lost  many  good  men.  In  the  Atlanta  campaign 
which  followed,  the  Thirtieth  was  in  many  battles 
and  always  sustained  its  high  reputation  for  valor. 
At  the  close  of  that  victorious  campaign  it  marched 
on  to  Washington  and  participated  In  the  last  grand 
review  at  the  close  of  the  war.  On  the  6th  of  June 
it  started  for  Iowa,  landing  at  Davenport,  w.here  it 
was  honorably  discharged. 

THE  THIRTY-FIRST  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  composed  of  companies  raised 
in  Linn,  Black  Hawk,  Jones,  Jackson,  and  Cedar 
counties.  It  had  970  men  and  its  field  officers  were: 
Colonel,  William  Smyth;  lieutenant-colonel,  J.  W. 
Jenkins;  major,  Ezekiel  Cutler.  It  went  into  camp 
at  Davenport  in  October,  and  early  in  November 
sailed  for  Helena,  Ark.  It  soon  after  joined  Sher- 
man's army  operating  against  Vlcksburg,  and  was 
in  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou.  In  January, 
1863,  it  was  in  the  expedition  which  was  sent 
against  Arkansas  Post,  and  took  part  in  the  battle 
at  that  place.  It  was  in  the  battle  of  Raymond 
May  12th,  and  was  in  the  army  that  captured  Jack- 
son. In  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vlcksburg  it 
rendered  good  service,  fighting  bravely  in  the 
assault  of  May  22d,  where  Lieutentant-Colonel 
Jenkins  was  wounded.  After  the  fall  of  Vlcksburg 
it  was  in  the  army  sent  to  Chattanooga  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Mlsson- 
ary  Ridge,  and  Ringgold,  losing  many  men.    In 


May,  1864,  the  regiment  marched  to  northern 
Georgia  and  made  a  part  of  the  grand  army,  100,000 
strong,  under  General  Sherman,  then  marching 
towards  the  sea.  Gen.  J.  E.  Johnston  was  in 
command  of  the  confederate  army  of  about  50,000 
gathered  to  resist  the  invasion. 

Johnston's  army  had  taken  a  position  near 
Dal  ton  on  a  spur  of  the  mountains.  At  Resaca, 
fifteen  miles  south,  the  hostile  armies  came  into 
collision  on  the  12th  of  May.  The  battle  raged 
fiercely  for  several  days,  as  one  after  another  of 
the  strong  positions  were  carried  by  the  union 
army.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenkins  was  again 
wounded  in  these  battles.  On  the  28th  a  severe 
battle  was  fought  at  Dallas  and  several  other  sharp 
engagements  followed.  But  the  union  army  con- 
tinued to  advance,  and  -Atlanta  was  finally  taken. 
On  the  15th  of  November  Sherman's  army  again 
started  on  its  march  to  the  sea.  In  the  battles 
which  had  taken  place  the  Thirty-first  had  lost 
many  men,  always  doing  good  service.  Colonel 
Smyth  resigned  in  December  and  was  succeeded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenkins,  who  was  an  excellent 
officer.  In  the  march  through  the  Carolinas  the 
Thirty-first  was  engaged  in  several  fights  with  the 
enemy  and  did  good  service  at  the  battle  of  Benton- 
ville.  It  reached  Washington  in  May  and  was  at 
the  grand  review  of  the  24th.  It  was  disbanded  at 
Davenport,  where  it  received  a  great  ovation  from 
the  citizens.  From  nearly  1,000  men  who  marched 
with  it  to  the  war,  but  370  remained  when  it  was 
mustered  out.  Disease,  hardships,  and  battles  had 
thus  reduced  its  numbers. 


Chapter  XVI. 


The  Thirty-secondy  Thirty-ihird,   Thirty-fourth,   Thirty-fifth,   Thirty-sixth,   Thirty-seventh,   Thirty-EighJih, 
Thirty  Ninth,  Fortieth,  Forty-fourth,  Forty-fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry  Begiments, 


THE  THIRTY-SECOND  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  of  companies  re- 
cruited in  Hardin,  Hamilton,  Cerro  Gordo,  Black 
Hawk,  Boone,  Butler,  Floyd,  Franklin,  Webster, 
Story  and  Marshall  counties.  It  went  into  camp 
at  Dubuque,  where  in  October,  1862,  it  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service,  numbering  920  men.  Its 
first  field  officers  were:  Colonel,  John  Scott;  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, E.  H.  Mix;  major,  Q.  A.  Eberhart. 
In  November  it  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  where  it  was 
soon  after  divided,  six  companies  under  Colonel 
Scott  being  sent  to  New  Madrid,  and  four  com- 
panies under  Major  Eberhart  stopped  at  Cape 
Girardeau.  In  April,  1863,  the  post  at  Cape  Girar- 
deau, under  General  McNiel,  was  attacked  by  Gen- 
eral Marmaduke,  and  after  a  vigorous  defense  of 
four  hours  the  confederate  army  retired.    Major 


Eberhart*s  command  did  good  service  in  the 
battle.  In  August  it  accompanied  a  detachment 
up  the  White  river,  where  it  had  a  fight  with  the 
rebels  and  lost  six  men. 

The  detachment  was  employed  in  various  duties 
until  January,  1864,  when  it  was  sent  to  Gen.  A.  J. 
Smith's  army,  at  Vlcksburg.  In  the  meantime. 
Colonel  Scott  with  the  other  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment was  stationed  at  New  Madrid  doing  garrison 
duty. 

In  December  General  Davis,  in  command  at 
Columbus,  Ky.,  ordered  Colonel  Scott  to  destroy 
the  gun  carriages  and  ammunition  and  spike  the 
guns  and  evacuate  New  Madrid  and  proceed  to 
Fort  Pillow.  Colonel  Scott  obeyed  the  order,  de- 
stroyed all  the  public  property  and  took  his  com- 
mand by  steamer  to  Fort  Pillow.  Soon  after  he 
was  placed  under  arrest  for  so  doing,  but  upon  trial 
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he  was  honorably  acquitted.  In  June,  1863,  the 
command  was  sent  to  Columbus,  where  the  com- 
panies of  the  regiment  were  separated  and  em- 
ployed in  various  duties.  In  January,  1864,  six 
companies  were  sent  to  Vicksburg  and  assigned  to 
a  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Shaw,  where 
soon  after  the  entire  regiment  was  reunited. 

In  the  disastrous  Red  river  campaign,  the 
Thirty-second  Iowa  bore  a  conspicuous  and  honor- 
able part.  In  the  assault  on  Fort  De  Russey,  this 
regiment  made  a  brilliant  charge  and  sustained 
some  loss.  On  the  9th  of  April,  was  fought  the 
battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  where  a  portion  of  Banks' 
army  made  a  firm  stand  against  the  confederate 
army,  which  had  defeated  the  advance  corps  the 
day  before  at  Mansfield  or  Sabine  Cross  Roads. 
General  Banks  had  retreated  fifteen  miles  after  his 
bloody  defeat,  and  being  now  reinforced  by  Gen- 
eral Smith's  command,  he  determined  to  make  a 
stand  at  Pleasant  Hill.  Colonel  Shawns  brigade 
held  the  center  of  the  position  and  made  a  heroic 
fight  with  his  four  regiments,  one  of  which  was  the 
Thirty-second.  A  terrific  battle  ensued,  lasting 
until  dark.  This  regiment  made  a  most  determined 
fight,  and  was  at  one  time  entirely  surrounded  by 
the  enemy,  but  bravely  cut  its  way  through  and 
faced  the  enemy  again.  It  suffered  fearful  losses, 
among  which  were  its  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mix,  who  was  slain.  The  total  loss  was  210  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.  In  the  retreat  down  the 
Red  river,  the  army  was  closely  followed  and  con- 
tinually harassed  by  the  victorious  enemy.  At 
Bayou  de  Glaize  the  Iowa  regiments  under  Colo- 
nel Shaw  saved  the  army  from  further  disasters  by 
a  heroic  stand.  At  the  battle  of  Nashville  the 
Thirty  second  did  good  service  and  lost  twenty-five 
men.  It  was  also  in  the  campaign  against  Mobile, 
after  which  it  remained  some  months  in  Alabama. 
Colonel  Scott  resigned  soon  after  the  Red  river 
campaign,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Eberhart,  with  Capt.  Jonathan  Hutchison 
major.  Returning  to  Iowa,  the  Thirty-second  was 
mustered  out  covered  with  honors  nobly  won. 

THE  THIRTY-THIRD  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  largely  through  the 
influence  and  exertions  of  Samuel  A.  Rice,  late  at- 
torney-general of  the  state.  Four  companies  were 
recruited  in  Mahaska  county,  three  in  Keokuk  and 
three  in  Marion. 

They  went  into  camp  in  August,  1862,  at  Oska- 
loosa,  and  on  the  first  of  October  were  mustered 
into  the  service. 

The  field  officers  were  Samuel  A.  Rice,  colonel; 
Cyrus  H.  Mackay,  lieutenant-colonel  and  Hiram  D. 
Gibson,  major. 

The  regiment  left  for  the  seat  of  war  in  Novem- 
ber; went  to  St.  Louis,  from  there  to  Columbus, 
Ky.    In  January,  1863,  it  was  sent  to  Helena,  Ark., 


where,  in  June,  Colonel  Rice  took  command  of  a 
brigade,  and  from  that  date  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mackay  commanded  the  regiment. 

At  the  battle  of  Helena,  where  15,000  confeder- 
ates under  General  Holmes  attacked  the  city,  the 
Thirty-third  was  first  brought  into  action.  It  was 
in  an  exposed  position,  made  an  excellent  fight  in 
support  of  two  batteries,  and  captured  a  large  num- 
ber of  prisoners.  Colonel  Rice  commanded  the 
brigade  to  which  it  was  attached. 

In  April  the  brigade  was  with  General  Steele 
in  his  expedition  toward  the  Red  river,  and  had 
several  engagements  with  the  enemy.  Upon  his 
retreat,  the  battle  of  Jenkins'  Ferry  was  fought,  on 
the  29th,  and  it  was  here  that  General  Rice  re- 
ceived a  wound  in  his  foot  which  proved  fatal.  In 
this  battle  the  Thirty-third  lost  12d  men.  Colonel 
Mackay  was  severely  wounded  and  the  command  of 
the  regiment  devolved  on  Captain  Boydston. 
Major  Gibson,  who  had  resigned,  was  captured  at 
Mark's  Mills.  The  regiment  went  to  Little  Rock 
in  November,  where  it  remained  until  February, 
1865,  when  it  joined  the  expedition  against  Mobile, 
taking  an  active  part  in  that  brilliant  campaign. 
Soon  after  it  returned  to  Iowa  and  was  mustered 
out. 

THE   THIRTY-FOURTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  four  counties  of  Lucas,  Decatur,  Wayne  and 
Warren  furnished  the  ten  companies  that  made  up 
this  regiment.  It  had  934  men  and  went  into  camp 
at  Burlington  in  September,  1862. 

The  field  officers  were  George  W.  Clark,  col- 
onel; Warren  S.  Dungan,  lieutenant-colonel;  R.  D. 
Kellogg,  major. 

It  was  sent  to  Helena,  Ark.,  in  November,  where 
the  smallpox  broke  out  in  their  camp. 

Its  first  service  was  with  General  Sherman's 
disastrous  campaign  against  Vicksburg  and  the 
battle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou.  It  afterwards  shared 
in  the  brilliant  campaign  against  Arkansas  Poet. 
After  the  capture  of  the  post  and  garrison.  Colonel 
Clark  was  sent  with  his  regiment  and  five  compa- 
nies of  an  Illinois  regiment  to  convey  the  5,000 
prisoners  to  Chicago.  The  6,000  men  were 
crowded  into  three  steamboats  and  they  suffered 
almost  beyond  human  endurance  for  the  two  weeks 
it  took  to  reach  St.  Louis.  The  smallpox  broke  out 
among  them  and  the  misery  they  endured  is  beyond 
description. 

When  his  command  returned  to  Benton  bar- 
racks in  February,  it  was  completely  prostrated  by 
the  horrors  the  men  had  passed  through,  and  many 
were  discharged.  From  St.  Louis  the  regiment 
was  sent  to  Pilot  Knob,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dungan 
in  command,  as  Colonel  Clark  was  in  command  of 
a  brigade.  Soon  after  the  regiment  joined  Gen- 
eral Grant's  army,  then  besieging  Vicksburg,  and 
was  sent  under  General  Herron  in  an  expedition 
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to  Yazoo  City.  It  was  afterwards  sent  down  to 
Port  Hudson,  and  finally  on  to  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Grande  in  Texas.  It  was  in  the  battle  at 
Fort  E^peranza,  in  which  that  post  was  blown  up 
and  evacuated.  The  regiment  remained  in  this 
vicinity  for  five  months,  when  it  was  transferred  to 
New  Orleans  and  sent  up  to  Alexandria  to  rein- 
force General  Banks'  defeated  and  retreating  army. 
In  July  the  regiment  was  sent  to  join  in  the  expe- 
dition against  Mobile,  and  participated  in  that 
successful  campaign.  After  the  capture  of  Mobile 
the  Thirty-fourth  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and  in 
November  was  in  camp  at  the  mouth  of  White 
river.  Soon  after  the  Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty- 
eighth  regiments  were  consolidated,  numbering 
now  950  men.  In  January  the  regiment  was  sent 
to  Florida,  and  from  there  it  joined  the  army  in  the 
siege  of  Mobile.  After  the  capture  of  that  city  it 
was  sent-  to  Galveston,  Texas.  It  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  on  the  15th  of  August  at  Hous- 
ton, and  reached  Davenport,  where  it  was  dis- 
charged, on  the  29th.  Since  entering  the  service 
the  regiment  had  traveled  more  than  15,000  miles, 
and  faced  the  enemy  in  many  hard  battles. 

THE  THIRTY-FIFTH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 

Muscatine  county  contributed  eight  companies 
and  Cedar  county  two  for  this  regiment,  which 
vp^ent  into  camp  on  Muscatine  island  late  in  the 
summer  of  1862.  The  regiment  numbered  957  men 
when  mustered  into  the  United  States'  service  on 
the  18th  of  September.  Its  field  officers  were  Syl- 
vester G.  Hill,  colonel;  James  H  Rothrock,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel; and  Henry  O'Connor,  major.  Its 
first  service  was  in  western  Kentucky,  during  the 
winter  of  1862-3.  In  April  the  regiment  joined 
the  army  of  General  Grant  in  the  Vicksburg  cam- 
paign, and  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Jackson.  In 
June  Major  O'Connor  resigned,  and  in  August 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Rothrock  retired  from  the 
service.  They  were  succeeded  by  William  B. 
Keeler,  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  from  •cap- 
tain of  Company  A,  and  Abraham  John,  captain  of 
Company  B,  promoted  to  major.  It  was  on  duty 
in  western  Tennessee  for  several  months.  In 
March,  1864,  it  joined  General  Banks'  army,  and 
participated  in  the  hard  marches,  battles  and 
retreat  of  that  campaign. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  the  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Keeler,  made  a  march 
with  another  regiment  to  Henderson's  Hill,  sur- 
prised and  captured  a  body  of  350  confederates  with 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  horses  and  other  property. 
At  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill  the  Thirty-fifth  did 
good  service,  and  lost  many  good  officers  and  men. 
At  the  battle  of  Yellow  Bayou  it  made  a  gallant 
fight,  losing  forty  men.  Its  total  loss  in  this  dis- 
astrous campaign  was  more  than  100.  In  June,  at 
the  battle  of  Lake  Chicot,  the  regiment  made  a 


brave  fight,  in  which  Major  John  was  mortally 
wounded.  From  September  to  the  middle  of 
November,  the  regiment  was  in  the  army  sent  to 
drive  General  Price  out  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 
At  the  battle  of  Nashville,  in  December,  the  Thirty- 
fifth  was  under  the  command  of  Major  Dill,  who 
had  been  promoted  from  captain  of  Company  C, 
Colonel  Hill  commanding  a  brigade.  This  brigade, 
in  which  was  his  own  regiment,  made  a  brilliant 
charge  on  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  it  captured, 
but  the  gallant  colonel  was  killed  in  the  conflict. 
The  last  battle  in  which  the  Thirty-fifth  was 
engaged  was  in  the  campaign  against  Mobile. 
Soon  after  it  was  sent  to.  Selma,  and  late  in  July  it 
started  for  home.  On  the  10th  of  August  it  was 
mustered  out  at  Davenport,  and  soon  after  dis- 
banded at  Muscatine,  after  nearly  three  years'  hon- 
orable service. 

THE  THIRTY-SIXTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  of  companies  raised 
in  the  counties  of  Monroe,  Wapello  and  Appanoose. 
When  it  went  into  camp  at  Keokuk  late  in  the 
summer  of  1862  it  numbered  930  men.  But  soon 
after  snuiUpox  and  measles  broke  out  and  the  men 
suffered  terribly  for  several  months;  many  died 
and  others  were  discharged  for  disability,  reducing 
the  regiment  about  100.  Its  field  officers  were: 
Charles  W.  Kittredge,  colonel;  Francis  M.  Drake, 
lieutenant- colonel;  Thomas  C.  Woodward,  major. 
On  the  19th  of  November  it  was  sent  to  St.  Louis, 
and  in  December  to  Helena.  In  February,  1864, 
when  the  regiment  embarked  for  the  Yazoo  Pass, 
its  number  had  been  reduced  by  sickness  to  about 
630.  In  that  fruitless  expedition  the  regiment  suf- 
fered greatly  from  sickness  and  buried  many  of  its 
brave  boys  in  the  swamps  along  the  way.  It  was 
in  the  battle  of  Helena  and  in  August  went  with 
the  Arkansas  expedition  under  General  Steele  and 
spent  a  portion  of  the  winter  in  camp  at  Little 
Rock.  The  regiment  was  with  General  Steele  in 
his  march  to  Camden  and  had  a  fight  with  the 
enemy  at  Little  Missouri  in  ApriL  A  detachment 
of  about  1,000  men  imder  Lieutenant-Colonel  Drake 
was  sent  to  guard  a  train  of  300  wagons  sent  to 
bring  army  supplies.  On  the  25th  of  April  it  was 
attacked  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  near 
Mark's  Mill.  After  a  severe  battle,  in  which  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Drake  was  severely  wounded,  the 
command  was  compelled  to  surrender.  The  Thirty- 
sixth  fought  bravely  under  Major  Hamilton,  but 
the  force  against  them  was  too  large  and  the  regi- 
ment surrendered  with  the  others.  They  were 
taken  to  Tyler,  Texas,  where  they  were  imprisoned. 
In  July  Major  Hamilton,  Captains  Miller  and  Lam- 
bert escaped  and  reached  Little  Rock;  both  of  the 
captains  died  from  sufferings  in  prison  and  priva- 
tions endured  in  their  escape.  At  the  battle  of 
Jenkins'  Ferry  a  portion  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  which 
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had  escaped  capture,  fought  brayely  under  Lieu- 
tenant Huston.  At  Little  Rock  a  number  of  re- 
cruits joined  the  fragment  of  the  regiment,  and  it 
now  numbered  about  250  men,  under  Colonel  Kitt- 
redge,  who  had  command  of  the  post.  In  April 
1865,  the  survivors  of  those  captured  at  Mark's 
Mill  were  released  and  joined  the  regiment  at  St. 
Charles.  It  soon  after  was  moved  to  Duvall's 
Bluff,  and  on  the  24th  of  August  was  honorably 
discharged. 

THE  GRAY-BEARD  REGIMENT. 

This  regiment,  which  was  number  Thirty- seven 
of  Iowa  infantry,  was  made  up  exclusively  of  men 
over  45  years  of  age,  and  who  were  consequently 
exempt  from  military  duty. 

Secretary  Stanton,  of  the  war  department,  had, 
at  the  request  of  men  overage  who  wished  to  enter 
the  service,  authorized  the  organization  of  such  a 
regiment  to  do  garrison  duty.  The  various  compa- 
nies making  up  the  regiment  went  into  camp  at 
Muscatine,  and  were  mustered  into  the  service 
about  the  middle  of  December,  1862.  Its  field  offi- 
cers were  George  W.  Kincaid,  colonel;  George  R. 
West,  lieutenant-colonel  and  Lyman  Allen,  major. 
Every  congressional  district  in  the  state  was  repre- 
sented in  the  ranks  of  the  regiment.  They  were 
farmers,  mechanics  and  business  men,  most  of 
whom  had  sons  or  near  relations  already  in  the 
army.  Many  of  them  were  over  50  years  old,  but 
when  they  marched  through  the  streets  of  St. 
Louis  in  January,  1863,  General  Curtis,  who  had 
seen  the  volunteers  of  two  wars,  declared  that  he 
had  never  seen  a  finer  looking  body  of  men.  For 
two  and  a  half  years  these  men  performed  garrison 
and  guard  duty,  thereby  relieving  younger  men  for 
field  service  and  thus  contributing  valuable  aid  to 
their  country.  The  last  general  officer  under  whom 
they  served  thus  wrote  of  their  services,  on  the  13th 
of  May,  1865: 
^^ General  L.  Thcmas,  AdjutanUQeneral  U.  8,  Army: 

**The  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  infantry, 
called  the  *  Gray-Beards,'  now  on  duty  at  this  post, 
consists  exclusively  of  old  men— none  under  45, 
many  over  60  years  of  age.  After  the  men  of 
this  regiment  had  devoted  their  sons  and  grand- 
sons, numbering  1,300  men,  to  the  service  of  their 
country,  their  patriotism  induced  them  to  enlist  for 
garrison  duty,  thus  enabling  the  government  to 
send  the  young  men  to  the  front.  Officers  and  men 
would  cheerfully  remain  in  the  service  as  long  as 
they  are  wanted,  though  they  are  very  badly 
needed  at  home  to  save  the  next  harvest,  most  of 
them  being  farmers.  They  have  received  the  com- 
mendation of  their  former  post  commanders.  At 
this  poet  they  have  performed  very  heavy  duties, 
which  would  have  been  difficult  for  an  even  number 
of  young  men.  The  high  patriotism  displayed  by 
these  men  in  devoting  a  few  years  of  their  old  age 


to  their  country's  service  is  unparalleled  in  his- 
tory, and  commands  the  respect  of  every  true  re- 
publican. I  therefore  recommend  that  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  infantry  may  be  mustered 
out  of  the  service  immediately,  with  honors  and 
acknowledgments  of  their  services,  due  to  the  noble 
spirit  with  which  they  gave  so  glorious  an  example 
to  the  youths  of  their  country. 
"Very  respectfully, 

**J.  WILLICH, 

^^Brigadier-Qeinemi,^  * 
General  Willich's  request  was  granted,  and  the 
Gray- Beard  regiment  was  mustered  out,  being  the 
first  of  the  three  years  men  to  be  discharged  from 
the  service.  The  Thirty-seventh  was  disbanded  on 
the  day  of  the  grand  review  at  Washington.  A 
large  number  of  the  men  had  died  from  exposure 
and  the  hard  duties  of  camp  life. 

THE  THIRTY  EIGHTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  of  companies  raised 
in  the  counties  of  Howard,  Chickasaw,  Bremer, 
Winneshiek  and  Fayette.  It  went  into  camp  near 
Dubuque  in  August,  1862,  and  numbered  about  900 
when  it  was  mustered  into  the  service  on  the  4th  of 
November.  The  field  officers  were  David  H. 
Hughes,  colonel;  Joseph  O.  Hodnutt,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  Charles  Chadwick,  major.  In  Decem- 
ber it  embarked  for  St.  Louis,  and  soon  after  was 
sent  to  hold  New  Madrid,  where  it  stayed  imtil 
June,  1863.  From  there  it  was  sent  to  General 
Grant's  army  before  Vicksburg,  and  took  part  in 
the  siege.  Later  it  was  sent  to  Port  Hudson,  where 
it  suffered  fearfully  from  disease;  at  one  time  there 
were  but  eight  officers  and  twenty  privates  fit  for 
duty.  Among  those  who  died  here  from  disease 
were  Colonel  Hughes,  Captain  Tinkham  and  Lieu- 
tenant Stevens,  all  excellent  officers.  The  regi- 
ment was  at  this  time  almost  a  wreck,  and  went 
into  convalescent  camp  at  Carrollton,  La. 

In  October,  the  regiment  was  sent  into  Texas, 
and 'in  July,  1864,  returned  to  New  Orleans,  and 
from  there  joined  the  expedition  against  Mobile. 
After  the  capture  of  that  city,  it  returned  to  New 
Orleans,  and  in  January,  1866,  the  Thirty-eighth 
was  consolidated  with  the  Thirty-fourth,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hodnutt  was  honorably  discharged. 
The  regiment,  as  a  distinct  organization,  now 
ceased  to  exist,  a  large  number  of  its  survivors 
forming  a  portion  of  the  Thirty  fourth.  Its  history 
was  a  sad  one,  as  its  colonel  and  300  of  its  officers 
and  men  had  in  two  years  perished  from  disease, 
and  100  more  were  discharged  as  invalids.  There 
were  many  long,  weary  weeks  when  it  had  not 
enough  well  members  to  care  for  the  sick  or  bury 
the  dead.  It  was  composed  of  as  good  and  brave 
men  as  any  that  Iowa  sent  into  the  service,  but 
the  deadly  malaria  of  southern  swamps  nearly 
destroyed  it,  and  the  fortunes  of  war  kept  it  from 
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participating  in  the  great  campaigns  and  victories 
of  the  war,  while  its  sacrifices  were  not  surpassed 
by  any. 

THE  THIRTY-NINTH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

The  companies  of  this  regiment  were  chiefly 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Polk,  Dallas,  Madison, 
Clarke,  Greene,  Des  Moines,  and  Decatur.  It  went 
into  camp  at  Davenport  in  October,  1862,. jmmI  was 
mustered  into  the  serviee  in  November  with  802 
men.  Its  field  officers  were:  H.  J.  B.  Cummings, 
colonel;  James  Redfield,  lieutenant-colonel;  Joseph 
M.  Griffiths,  major.  It  went  south  on  the  13th  of 
December,  stopping  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  marched 
from  there  to  Trenton.  It  was  in  the  battle  of 
Parker's  Cross  Roads,  under  Colonel  Dunham,  in 
which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Redfield  distinguished 
himself  for  energy  and  bravery.  He  was  severely 
wounded  in  rallying  his  men.  The  loss  of  the  regi- 
ment was  thirty-seven.  Soon  after  100  of  its  mem- 
bers were  captured  and  suffered  ten  months  in  a 
rebel  prison.  In  January,  1863,  the  regiment  joined 
General  Dodge  at  Corinth,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Third  brigade  of  his  division,  and  served  under 
Dodge  for  nearly  two  years.  It  took  part  in  Colonel 
Straight's  raid  in  Alabama.  Soon  after  Company 
H  was  surrounded  and  captured.  It  joined  Sher- 
man's army  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  in  the 
defense  of  AUatoona  it  made  a  most  heroic  fight. 
General  Corse  was  ordered  by  Sherman  to  hold 
AUatoona  Pass  to  the  last  extremity.  He  had 
2,000  men,  including  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa.  General 
French,  with  a  large  confederate  army,  attacked 
the  place  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  October, 
and  a  desperate  battle  ensued.  Hour  after  hour 
the  battle  raged  with  the  greatest  fury,  not  sur- 
passed by  any  oonfiict  during  the  war.  At  2  o'clock 
the  confederates  made  a  most  determined  charge 
on  all  sides,  but  they  met  such  a  storm  of  grape, 
canister,  and  rifie  balls  as  no  troops  could  stand, 
and  were  driven  back  in  confusion,  with  heavy 
loss.  In  this  heroic  defense  of  AUatoona  no  regi- 
ment fought  more  gallantly  than  the  Thirty-ninth 
Iowa,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Redfield. 
This  brave  officer  was  wounded  in  his  foot  early  in 
the  battle,  but  he  dragged  himself  along  the  lines, 
cheering  and  directing  his  men.  He  was  again 
severely  wounded  but  would  not  relinquish  his 
command,  but  seated  on  the  ground  issued  his 
orders  and  encouraged  his  regiment  to  stand  firm, 
until  a  fatal  bullet  pierced  the  heart  of  one  of  the 
bravest  officers  that  Iowa  sent  to  the  war.  His  regi- 
ment lost  165  men  in  this  battle.  The  Thirty-ninth 
marched  on  with  Sherman's  army  to  Savannah,  and 
on  through  the  Carollnas  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  in 
sight  of  the  national  capital.  In  the  final  great 
review  this  regiment,  with  banner  torn  by  shot  and 
shell,  marched  in  Gen.  E.  W.  Rice's  brigade  before 
the  vast  concourse  of  people  gathered  to  do  honor 


to  the  war-worn  veterans.    Soon  after  it  was  sent 
home  to  Clinton,  where  it  was  disbanded. 

THE  FORTIETH  IOWA  INFANTRY. 

This  regiment  was  composed  of  companies 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Marion,  Poweshiek, 
Mahaska,  Jasper,  Keokuk  and  Benton.  It  was 
called  by  some  the  *'  copperhead  regiment,"  because 
a  large  number  of  anti-war  democrats  were  among 
it,  men  and  officers,  but  the  truth  is,  a  majority  of 
its  members  were  republicans.  It  went  into  camp 
at  Iowa  City,  in  September,  October  and  November, 
1862,  being  a  long  time  filling  up  the  ranks.  Its 
field  officers  were  John  A.  Garrett,  colonel;  Samuel 
F.  Cooper,  lieutenant-colonel  and  Sherman  G. 
Smith,  major,  and  it  numbered  about  900  men.  In 
December  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Columbus, 
Ey.,  where  it  remained  during   the  winter,  and 


James  Wheeler  Mackenzie^  who  waved  the  answer  back  to  Sher- 
man at  AUatoona  Pass. 

in  March  it  moved  to  Paducah,  where  it  stayed 
three  months.  For  several  months  it  was  on  the 
Yazoo  and  at  Helena,  and  in  July  was  with  General 
Steele  in  his  expedition  against  Little  Rook.  In 
March,  1864,  General  Steele's  army  moved  from 
Little  Rock  towards  Camden,  and  on  its  retreat 
the  battle  of  Jenkins'  Ferry  was  fought  on  the  30th 
of  March.  The  Fortieth  did  good  service  in  this 
battle  and  lost  forty-five  men.  The  retreat  after 
the  battle  was  through  mud  and  storms,  and  with- 
out food.  Men  and  horses  sunk  down  in  the  swamps 
exhausted  by  fatigue  and  hunger,  and  a  more  woe- 
begone army  has  seldom  been  seen.  In  February, 
1865,  the  regiment  was  under  General  Bussey  in 
the  Fort  Smith  district,  and  later  was  at  Fort 
Gibson,  where  Colonel  Garrett  was  in  command  of 
the  district  of  Kansas  and  Indian  Territory.  On 
the  2d  of  August  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
and  returned  home. 

Of  all  the  captains  who  went  into  the  service 
when  the  regiment  was  organized,  but  one  remained 
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in  command  to  the  end— Capt.  E  W.  Ridden,  of 
Company  F,  all  the  others  having  resigned  or  been 
discharged. 

Attempts  had  been  made  to  organize  the  Forty- 
first,  Forty-second  and  Forty-third  regiments  of 
infantry,  but  were  unsuccessful.  In  the  summer  of 
1864  the  governors  of  the  western  states  proposed 
to  the  general  government  to  send  to  the  field  a 
number  of  regiments  enlisted  for  a  short  term  to 
relieve  the  older  regiments  doing  garrison  duty 
and  stationed  on  the  western  frontier.  The  propo- 
sition was  accepted  and  Governor  Stone,  of  Iowa, 
iBsued  a  proclamation  calling  on  the  people  of  the 
state  for  volunteers  for  100  days.  In  response  3,900 
men  volunteered  and  were  organized  into  the 
Forty-fourth,  Forty-fifth  Forty- sixth  and  Forty- 
seventh  regiments  and  the  Forty-eighth  battalion 
of  infantry. 

The  Forty-fourth  was  organized  of  companies 
raised  in  the  counties  of  Dubuque,  Muscatine,  Linn, 
Butler,  Clinton,  Marshall,  Boone,  Polk,  Dallas  and 
Scott.  The  field  officers  were  S.  H.  Henderson, 
colonel;  Henry  Egbert,  lieutenant-colonel;  Josiah 
Hopkins,  major.  It  was  mustered  into  service  in 
June,  1864,  at  Davenport,  and  had  867  men. 

The  Forty- fifth  was  raised  largely  in  the  counties 
of  Henry,  Washington,  Van  Buren,  Lee,  Davis  and 
Des  Moines,  and  numbered  912  men.  It  was 
mustered  in  at  Keokuk,  May  25,  1864,  with  A.  H 
Bereman,  colonel;  Samuel  A.  Moore,  lieutenant- 
colonel;  and  James  B.  Hope,  major. 


The  Forty-sixth  was  enlisted  chiefly  in  the 
counties  of  Dubuque,  Poweshiek,  Dallas,  Guthrie, 
Fayette,  Taylor,  Linn,  Delaware,  Winneshiek, 
Appanoose,  Monroe,  Wayne,  Clarke,  Cedar  and 
Lucas,  and  numbered  892  men.  Its  field  officers 
were  David  B.  Henderson,  colonel;  L.  D.  Durbin, 
lieutenant-colonel;  and  George  L.  Torbert,  major; 
and  it  was  mustered  into  service  in  June,  1864. 

The  Forty-seventh  was  made  up  from  companies 
raised  largely  in  the  counties  of  Marion,  Appanoose, 
Benton,  Wapello,  Buchanan,  Madison,  Polk,  John- 
son, Keokuk  and  Mahaska,  and  numbered  884  men. 
Its  field  officers  were  James  P.  Sanford,  colonel; 
John  Williams,  lieutenant-colonel;  and  George  J. 
North,  major.  It  was  mustered  into  service  in 
June,  1864. 

The  Forty-eighth  battalion  numbered  346  men, 
raised  mostly  in  the  counties  of  Warren,  Jasper, 
Decatur  and  Des  Moines,  and  were  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Davenport,  in  July,  1864,  with  O.  H. 
P.  Scott,  colonel. 

The  Forty-fourth,  Forty -fifth  and  Forty- sixth 
regiments  were  sent  to  Tennessee,  to  guard  railroads 
and  perform  garrison  duty,  while  the  Forty-seventh 
was  sent  to  Helena,  where  it  suffered  greatly  from 
sickness.  The  Forty- eighth  battalion  guarded 
rebel  prisoners  on  Rock  Island. 

The  services  of  the  hundred-days-men  were 
acknowledged  in  a  proclamation  issued  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  in  October,  and  thanks  were  tendered 
to  the  states  which  furnished  them. 


Chapter  XVII. 


First  lawa  Cavalry ,  Second^  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  Eighth  and  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry 
EegimerUs—Iofjoa  Artillery— Frontier  Defense— The  TaXLy  War— Capital  Removed  to  Des  Moines— Negro 
Suffrage—Agricultural  Colleger— Railroad  Building. 


THE  FIRST  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

Ck>lonel  Fitz  Henry  Warren,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  citizens  of  Iowa,  commanded  the  First 
regiment  of  cavalry  raised  in  Iowa  for  the  war  of 
1861.  The  men  making  up  this  regiment  were 
enlisted  from  all  parts  of  the  state  in  the  summer 
of  1862.  Charles  E.  Moss  was  the  first  lieutenant- 
colonel  and  E.  W.  Chamberlain,  James  O.  Gower 
and  Wm.  B.  Torrence  were*  the  first  majors.  The 
re^^ment  went  into  camp  at  Burlington,  where  it 
remained  until  October,  when  it  was  ordered  to 
St.  Louis.  The  different  battalions  of  the  regiment 
were  employed  in  Missouri  through  the  winter  in 
the  field,  patrolling  a  large  portion  of  the  state, 
protecting  union  settlements  from  guerrillas  and 
doing  bard  riding  on  various  duties.  In  July,  1863, 
Major  Gower  with  his  battalion  whipped  Quantrill 


near  Pleasant  Hill,  killing  a  large  number  of  the 
outlaws.  On  the  7th  of  August  the  regiment  was 
brought  together  for  the  first  time  since  it  left  camp 
at  Burlington.  Soon  after  Colonel  Warren  was 
promoted  to  brigadier-general  and  took  final  leave 
of  his  regiment  to  enter  upon  his  new  duties,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gower  succeeded  to  its  com- 
mand. On  the  6th  of  December,  two  battalions  of 
the  regiment,  under  Colonel  Gower,  joined  General 
Blunt  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove. 
In  the  pursuit  after  the  battle  the  First  Iowa 
cavalry  was  in  the  lead  and  came  up  with  two 
regiments  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  near  Van  Buren. 
A  lively  fight  ensued  and  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
wagons,  four  steamboats  and  all  the  camp  equipage 
was  captured  from  the  retreating  army.  In  General 
Steele's  campaign  against  Little  Rock,  the  First 
Iowa  cavalry  had  a  sharp  fight  with  the  enemy  at 
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Bayou  Metainei  in  which  it  made  a  brilliant  charge, 
losing  thirtyseven  men.  In  the  capture  of  the 
city  the  First  cavalry  was  under  fire  a  fi^ood  portion 
of  the  day  and  loet  several  men.  Among  the 
wounded  was  Major  Caldwell.  Ck>lonel  Gower 
resigned  in  August  on  account  of  ill  health  and 
Lieutenant-Ck>lonel  Anderson  succeeded  him, 
Major  Caldwell  was  made  lieutenant  colonel  and 
Captain  McQueen  was  promoted  to  major.  The 
regiment  continued  to  serve  (having  re-enlisted) 
with  distinction  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  was 
one  of  the  last  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service. 
Few  regiments  have  left  a  more  worthy  record  of 
duty  well  and  faithfully  done. 

THE  SECOND  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

The  companies  composing  this  regiment  were 
raised  chiefly  In  the  counties  of  Scott,  Jackson, 
Clayton,  Lee,  Muscatine,  Washington,  Marshall, 
Polk,  Hardin,  Hamilton,  Hancock,  Johnson,  Iowa, 
Cedar,  Delaware  and  Jones.  They  went  into  camp 
at  Davenport  late  in  the  summer  of  1861,  and 
remained  there  drilling  for  nearly  three  months. 
It  was  a  fine  regiment  of  excellent  men,  and  became 
well  equipped  for  service  before  it  left  camp,  1,060 
strong.  Its  first  colonel  was  Capt  W.  L.  Elliott,  of 
the  Third  U.  S.  cavalry,  an  accomplished  officer  of 
the  regular  army.  Edward  Hatch  was  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  the  majors  were  William  P.  Hepburn, 
Datus  E.  Coon  and  Hiram  W.  Love.  On  the  7th  of 
December  the  regiment  went  south,  stopping  at 
St  Louis,  and  soon  after  moving  down  the  river  to 
Bird's  Point,  and  from  there  it  joined  General  Pope 
before  New  Madrid  and  participated  in  his  cam- 
paign and  victory.  It  was  with  Halleck  in  his  cau- 
tious advance  upon  Corinth.  At  Farmington  it 
had  a  fight  with  the  enemy,  and  made  a  daring 
charge  to  save  a  force  of  infantry  under  General 
Paine,  which  had  been  attacked  by  greatly  supe- 
rior numbers.  It  lost  fifty  men  in  the  charge. 
Soon  after  Colonel  Elliott,  with  the  Second  Iowa 
and  Second  Michigan  cavalry,  made  a  brilliant 
raid  to  Booneville,  where  they  destroyed  a  large 
amount  of  arms,  supplies  and  other  rebel  property 
with  slight  loss  to  his  force.  For  this  brilliant 
raid.  Colonel  Elliott  was  promoted  to  brigadier- 
general,  and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Hatch  in 
command  of  the  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  Boone- 
ville, on  the  1st  of  July,  fought  by  Col.  Phil.  Sher- 
idan, the  Second  Iowa  cavalry  took  a  prominent 
part.  Sheridan  had  but  one  brigade,  consisting  of 
the  Second  Iowa  and  the  Second  Michigan  cavalry. 
This  small  force  was  attacked  by  General  Chalmers 
with  nearly  5,000  men.  Sheridan  dismounted  the 
Michigan  regiment,  fell  back  to  a  swamp  and  sent 
the  Second  Iowa  to  assail  the  flanks  of  the  advanc- 
ing enemy.  When  they  became  hotly  engaged,  he 
sent  100  of  the  Second  cavalry  through  the  woods 
to  the  rear  of  the  enemy  with  orders  to  charge 


upon  them.  The  order  was  obeyed,  and  the  rebels, 
being  attacked  at  the  same  time  in  front  and  rear, 
supposed  that  heavy  reinforcements  had  come  to 
Sheridan,  and  they  fied  in  confusion.  This  victory 
made  Sheridan  brigadier-generaL  The  Second 
Iowa  lost  twenty-two  men  in  this  brilliant  engage- 
ment, in  which  it  bore  a  conspicuous  part. 

During  the  fall  the  regiment  was  active  in  the 
battles  of  luka,  Corinth,  and  Grant's  expedition 
into  central  Mississippi.  Early  in  December  it  was 
at  the  battle  of  Coffey ville  and  did  good  service. 
In  Grierson's  raid,  the  march  against  Forrest,  at 
Moscow  and  the  Meridian  expedition,  the  Second 
cavalry  did  good  service.  It  was  at  the  battle  of 
Nashville  and  many  other  minor  engagements,  and 
in  October,  1865,  was  mustered  oat  of  the  service. 
Few,  if  any,  regiments  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion 
performed  more  valuable  service  or  won  more 
honor  for  gallant  deeds  than  the  Second  Iowa 
cavalry. 

THE  THraD  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  largely  by  the  per- 
sonal exertions  of  Cyrus  Bussey,  a  member  of  the 
state  senate,  from  Davis  county.  General  Fremont, 
in  command  of  the  department  of  the  Missouri,  in 
1861,  requested  Bussey  to  raise  a  regiment  of  cav- 
alry, and  he  at  once  issued  a  call  for  volunteers. 
On  the  28th  of  August  1,000  mounted  men  had 
responded  and  assembled  at  Keokuk.  The  field 
officers  were,  colonel,  Cyrus  Bussey;  lieutenant- 
colonel,  Henry  H.  Trimble;  majors,  Carlton  H. 
Perry,  Henry  C.  Caldwell  and  Wm.  C.  Drake,  and 
the  regiment  numbered  1,096  men.  The  companies 
were  recruited  largely  in  the  counties  of  Lee, 
Davis,  Van  Buren,  Marion,  Appanoose,  Jefferson, 
Wapello  and  Wayne.  It  left  the  state  for  St. 
Louis  on  the  4th  of  November  and  on  the  12th  of 
December  Major  Caldwell  was  sent  with  the  second 
battalion  to  Jefferson  City,  and  did  not  unite  his 
command  with  the  regiment  again  for  nearly  two 
years.  During  that  time  he  was  employed  against 
the  rebels  in  central  and  southern  Missouri,  having 
several  sharp  engagements  with  them  at  various 
times  and  places. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Trimble,  having  been 
severely  wounded  at  Pea  Ridge,  resigned  in  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  and  Major  Caldwell  was  promoted  to 
the  vacant  place.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment, 
under  Colonel  Bussey,  joineji  General  Curtis*  army 
in  February.  It  had  a  ^nspicuous  part  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Pea  Ridge,  where  it  lost  forty-nine  men, 
killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Major  Drake  had 
been  sent  with  two  companies  to  Salem.  Soon  after 
he  marched  against  a  rebel  force  at  West  Plains, 
killed,  wounded  and  captured  sixty  of  them.  He 
had  several  other  fights  with  the  enemy  in  that 
vicinity.  The  Third  was  in  the  hard  campaign 
through   Arkansas   to  Helena,  and  had  several 
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engagfements  with  the  enemy,  meeting  with  some 
losses.  In  November  Major  Drake  died  and  John 
W.  Noble,  adjutant,  was  promoted  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy. Ck>lonel  Bussey  was  now  in  command  of 
the  Second  brigade,  which  included  his  own  regi- 
ment. Major  Noble  in  command  of  a  battalion,  and 
Major  Scott  in  command  of  the  Third  cavalry.  In 
June  the  Second  battalion  was  sent  to  join  Grant's 
army  in  the  Vioksburg  campaign,  and  was  with 
Sherman  in  his  march  against  Jackson.    On  the 


turned  to  St.  Louis  in  November,  1864.  A  part  of 
the  regiment  was  in  the  brilliant  Grierson  cam- 
paign, and  soon  after  the  regiment  was  united  at 
Louisville.  On  the  22d  of  March,  in  the  Wilson 
raid  through  Alabama,  nearly  7,000  prisoners 
and  240  pieces  of  artillery  werd  captured  in  this 
brilliant  campaign,  in  which  the  Third  cavalry 
took  a  prominent  part,  and  lost  forty  men.  On  the 
9th  of  August,  1865,  the  regiment  was  mustered 
out,  and  reached  Davenport  on  the  21st. 


Scenes  in  and  about  Corinth. 


Istof  January,  1864,  more  than  600  men  of  the  Third 
cavalry  re-enlisted  as  veterans,  and  on  the  6th  re- 
ceived a  furlough  of  thirty  days  to  visit  their  homes. 
About  this  time  Colonel  Bussey  was  promoted  to 
brigadier-general,  H.  C.  Caldwell  was  promoted  to 
colonel,  and  J.  W.  Noble  to  lieutenant-colonel.  In 
the  disastrous  Guntown  expedition,  under  General 
Sturgis,  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry  lost  sixty-seven 
men.  The  regimant  was  now  under  command  of 
John  W.  Noble,  promoted  to  colonel;  George  Duf- 
field,  lieutenant-colonel.  It  was  in  the  campaign 
against  Tupelo,  and  made  a  brilliant  charge 
on  the  enemy  at  Old  Town,  losing  nineteen  men  in 
the  campaign.  It  was  in  Winslow's  brigade  in 
several  brilliant  engagements  in  Missouri,  and  re- 


THE  FOURTH  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  chiefly  in  the  counties 
of  Henry,  Fremont,  Delaware,  Buchanan,  Powe- 
shiek, Wapello,  Mahaska,  Lee,  Chickasaw,  Bremer, 
Mitchell,  Madison  and  Jefferson.  They  were  mus- 
tered into  the  service  in  November,  1861,  and  num- 
bered 1,036.  The  field  officers  were:  Colonel, 
Asbury  B.  Porter;  lieutenant-colonel,  Thomas 
Drummond;  majors,  Simeon  D.  Swan,  Joseph  E. 
Jewett  and  George  A.  Stone.  In  February,  1862, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis  and  was  sent 
from  there  to  southwestern  Missouri.  In  April  it 
joined  General  Curtis'  army  and  afterwards  went 
to  Helena,  where  it  remained  until  April,  1863. 
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In  October  Major  Rector,  with  fifty  men  of  the 
reg^iment,  was  defeated  and  captured  with  fourteen 
of  his  men.  In  May  the  regiment  joined  Grant's 
army  in  the  Vicksburg  campaign  and  did  good 
service  in  the  capture  of  the  city.  Colonel  Porter 
resigned  and  Major  Winslow  was  commissioned  in 
his  place.  The  Fourth  was  engaged  in  several 
raids  in  the  enemy's  country  and  bad  some  sharp 
fights  with  slight  loss.  It  was  in  the  Meridian 
campaign  and  had  frequent  skirmishes  with  the 
rebels.  In  March,  1864,  the  veterans  of  the  regi- 
ment who  had  re-enlisted  went  home  on  furlough. 
The  regiment  received  enough  recruits  to  bring  its 
number  up  to  1,354  in  May,  1864. 

In  June  General  Sturgis  led  an  army  of  12,000 
men  against  the  rebel  army  under  Forrest.  Colonel 
Winslow  commanded  a  brigade  of  cavalry  composed 
of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  and  the  Tenth  Mis- 
souri. Through  the  utter  incompetency  of  General 
Sturgis,  his  army  was  beaten  at  Guntown,  his 
wagon  train  and  artillery  captured  and  his  disor- 
ganized infantry  driven  in  a  vast  mob  of  fleeing 
men  back  to  Memphis.  Colonel  Winslow  com- 
manded the  rear  guard  in  the  disastrous  flight  and 
with  his  cavalry  made  a  gallant  resistance  and 
saved  the  army  from  total  destruction.  Sturgis' 
loss  of  men  was  about  4,000,  most  of  whom  were 
captured.  The  Fourth  also  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Tupelo,  where  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  with 
12,000  men,  defeated  General  Forrest  with  14,000. 
In  September  Winslow's  brigade  of  cavalry  joined 
in  General  Smith's  pursuit  of  General  Price's  army 
in  Missouri  and  fought  bravely  in  several  battles, 
in  one  of  which  Colonel  Winslow  was  severely 
wounded.  In  this  campaign  the  Fourth  Iowa  had 
marched  more  than  2,000  miles  and  worn  out  two 
sets  of  horses. 

Colonel  Winslow  was  promoted  to  brigadier- 
general  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peters  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  Fourth  cavalry.  The  regiment  was 
with  General  Wilson  in  his  campaign  through 
Alabama  in  March  and  April,  1865,  in  which  the 
Fourth  fought  in  several  battles  and  captured  more 
than  900  prisoners.  In  August,  1865,  this  regiment, 
after  its  brilliant  career,  was  mustered  out  and  dis- 
charged at  Davenport. 

THE  FIFTH    IOWA   CAVALRY. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  of  cavalry  companies 
enlisted  in  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Minnesota  and  Missouri, 
but  as  Iowa  furnished  the  most  men  it  was  called 
the  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry. '  The  organization  was 
completed  in  February,  1862.  Its  field  officers  were: 
Colonel,  William  W.  Lowe,  of  the  regular  army; 
lieutenant-colonel,  M.  T.  Patrick,  of  Omaha,  Neb.; 
Carl  S.  De  Bernstein,  of  Dubuque,  William  Kelsey, 
of  Omaha,  and  Alfred  B.  Brackett,  of  St.  Paul,  were 
the  majors.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  Fort 
Henry  in  February.    On  the  3d  of  May  a  detach- 


ment of  150  men  was  sent  to  Lockridge's  Mill  where 
it  was  attacked  by  Colonel  Clayborne  with  3,000  men, 
and  cut  to  pieces;  the  commander,  Major  Bernstein, 
was  mortally  wounded.  On  the  25th  of  August  the 
regiment  had  a  sharp  fight  at  Fort  Donelson,  in 
which  Lieutenant  Summers  was  mortally  wounded. 
For  a  long  time  the  Fifth  was  scouting  and  per- 
forming various  services  in  Tennessee.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  most  of  the  regiment  having  re-enlisted, 
they  were  granted  a  furlough  and  visited  their 
homes.  In  July  the  regiment  was  in  the  great  raid 
made  by  General  Rousseau,  in  which  they  marched 
over  four  hundred  miles  in  the  enemy's  country. 
The  Fifth  lost  fourteen  men  in  this  expedition 
among  whom  was  Captain  Curl,  killed.  In  another 
raid  under  General  McCook,  which  resulted  disas- 
trously, the  Fifth  lost  120  men.  The  regiment  was 
now  reduced  to  about  100  effective  men,  but  contin- 
ued under  Major  Young,  to  do  good  service.  In  Sep- 
tember two  companies  of  the  First  cavalry  were 
united  with  the  Fifth,  and  about  this  time  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Patrick  resigned.  On  the  28th  of  Octo- 
ber a  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Capron,  in 
which  was  the  Iowa  Fifth,  was  surrounded  by  a 
large  rebel  force.  The  colonel  disappeared  and 
Major  Young,  of  the  Iowa  regiment,  took  command 
and  by  a  most  daring  charge  his  brigade  cut  its 
way  through  and  rode  safely  into  camp.  It  was 
next  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  later  in  General 
Wilson's  great  raid  through  Alabama  and  Georgia. 
Major  Young  had  been  promoted  to  colonel  and 
commanded  the  Fifth  in  that  brilliant  campaign, 
which  fought  bravely  in  several  confiicts  with  the 
enemy.  In  August,  1865,  it  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  covered  with  honors  nobly  won. 

THE  SIXTH  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  in  October  and  Novem- 
ber, 1862,  and  was  made  up  of  men  enlisted  in  vari- 
ous portions  of  the  state.  Some  of  the  companies 
went  into  camp  at  Davenport  late  in  1862,  and  oth- 
ers were  not  mustered  in  until  March,  1863.  It 
numbered  over  1,100  men.  The  field  officers  were 
David  S.  Wilson,  colonel;  Samuel  M.  Pollock,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and  Thomas  M.  Shepherd,  E.  P. 
Ten  Broeck  and  A.  E.  House,  majors.  It  marched 
to  Sioux  City  in  March  and  April,  and  crossed  over 
into  Dakota  territory  to  serve  against  the  Indians. 
In  June,  they  marched  with  General  Sully's  army 
on  a  campaign  up  the  Missouri  river  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Little  Cheyenne  river,  near  which  the  battle 
of  White  Stone  Hill  was  fought  The  Sixth  cav- 
alry took  an  active  part  in  it,  losing  twenty-two 
men.  The  Indians  were  driven  from  the  field,  156 
captured,  and  probably  as  many  more  killed  and 
wounded.  The  march  continued  up  through  the 
bad  lands,  where  several  skirmishes  took  place 
with  the  retreating  Indians,  and  the  Yellowstone 
river  was  reached  on  the  12th  of  August.    Colonel 
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WilflOD  resig^ned  in  June,  1864,  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Pollock  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
regiment,  which  remained  in  the  Indian  country 
until  September,  1865,  when  it  returned  to  Sioux 
City,  and  was  mustered  out  on  the  17th  of  October. 


THE  SEVENTH  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

This  regiment  was  made  up  largely  of  com- 
panies raised  for  other  organizations,  and  was 
not  fully  organized  until  .July,  1863.  Its  field 
oflBcers  were:  Colonel,  Samuel  W.  Summers;  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, John  Pattee;  majors,  H.  H.  Heath, 
George  W.  O'Brien,  and  John  S.  Wood.  The  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  Omaha,  where  it  remained  until 
July,  1864,  but  many  of  its  companies  were  scattered 
at  poets   on   the    western   frontier.    In   Dakota, 


Nebraska,  Colorado,  and  Kansas  they  marched  and 
were  in  several  skirmishes  at  times  with  the 
Indians.  At  Julesburg,  in  Colorado,  Company  F, 
under  Captain  O'Brien,  fought  a  band  of  Indians, 
killing  fifty-five  of  them  and  losing  thirteen  men. 
Colonel  Heath  fought  and  defeated  the  Indians  in 
a  battle  near  Alkali  late  in  the  fall,  and  for  a  long 
time  had  command  at  Fort  Kearney.  The  Seventh 
cavalry  was  not  sent  south  during  the  war. 

THE  EIGHTH  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

This  regiment  was  raised  by  Col.  J.  B.  Dorr,  of 
Dubuque,  by  special  authority  from  the  secretary 
of  war,  in  the  summer  of  1863.  The  companies 
were  recruited  largely  in  the  counties  of  Fremont, 
Page,  Jefferson,  Wapello,  Van  Buren,  Clarke, 
Ringgold,  Henry,  Appanoose,  Dubuque,  Jackson, 
Marshall,  Clayton,  Johnson,  Cedar,  Muscatine,  and 
Polk.  The  regiment  numbered  1,234  men  and  was 
mustered  into  the  service  at  Davenport  in  Septem- 
ber, 1863.  The  field  officers  were:  Colonel,  J.  B. 
Dorr;  lieutenant-colonel,  H.  6.  Barner;  majors, 
John  J.  Brown,  James  D.  Thompson,  and  Alvo  J. 
Pri6e.  In  October  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Chattanooga  to  guard  lines  of  railroad  and  suppress 
the  guerrillas.  Daring  the  winter  it  captured 
nearly  500  of  the  members  of  small  rebel  bands,  and 
afforded  security  to  union  men  In  eastern  Tennessee. 
On  the  28th  of  July  Colonel  Dorr,  with  a  part  of 
the  Eighth,  joined  General  McCook^s  expedition 
to  Love  joy.  In  a  battle  near  the  Chattahoochee, 
on  the  29th,  the  Eighth  cavalry  bore  a  prominent 
part,  and  lost  about  thirty  men.  The  next  day  the 
command  was  assailed  by  General  Roddy's  army 
on  its  way  to  Atlanta.  A  sharp  confiict  ensued  and 
Colonel  Dorr  and  his  regiment,  after  a  fierce  fight, 
were  taken  prisoners  near  Newnan,  Ga.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  regiment  was  under  command  of 
Major  Price  for  a  time,  but  upon  his  resignation  in 
September,  Captain  Cummins  succeeded  him. 
Colonel  Dorr  was  exchanged  in  November  and  re- 
sumed command,  and  was  with  the  army  at  the 
battle  of  Franklin.  The  Eighth  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville,  and  joined  in  the  pursuit  of 
Hood's  army,  and  soon  after  stopped  at  Waterloo. 
About  the  middle  of  January,  1865,  it  joined  General 
Wilson's  army  in  its  great  raid.  The  Eighth  re- 
mained at  Macon,  Ga.,  about  three  months,  where 
the  gallant  Colonel  Dorr  died  from  a  congestive 
chill  on  the  28th  of  May,  1865.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barner  was  promoted  to  colonel  and  took  command 
of  the  regiment,  and  in  July  it  was  mustered  out. 

THE  NINTH  IOWA  CAVALRY. 

This  was  the  last  Iowa  regiment  raised  under 
the  call  for  three  years  troops.  It  was  organized  at 
Davenport  in  November,  1863,  and  had  nearly  1,200 
men.    The  field  officers  were,  colonel,  M.  M.  Trum- 
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bull;  lieutenant-colonel,  J.  P.  Knight;  majors, 
Edgar  T.  Ensign,  William  Haddock  and  Willis 
Drummond.  The  services  of  this  regiment  were  in 
'Arkansas,  scouting,  garrison  and    guard  duties, 


19,  1866,  when  it  was  mustered  out  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  During  its  term  of  service  it  marched  more 
than  2,000  miles.  It  lost  from  sickness  164  men;  by 
drowning,  two,  and  from  wounds,  fifteen. 


^j/^  


where  it  lost  many  men  from  disease,  but  none 
killed  in  battle.  Detachments  had  some  skirmishes 
with  guerrilla  bands  but  the  regiment  was  not 
engaged  in  any  battles.    It  served  until  February 


Company  A,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  was  made  up  of  Iowa  men.  It  was  raised 
for  Col.  Josiah  Harlan's  independent  cavalry,  which 
afterwards   became  the   Eleventh   Pennsylvania. 
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The  majority  of  its  men  were  enlisted  from  Webster 
county  and  it  numbered  eighty-three  men.  It  was 
mustered  into  the  service  October  29, 1861,  and  was 
commanded  by  T.  A.  Stratton,  captain.  This 
company  served  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  Sixtieth  regiment  of  colored  troops  was 
largely  made  up  of  Iowa  men.  Six  companies  of 
this  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Keokuk  and  were 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on 
the  13th  of  October,  1863.    The  field  officers  were, 


parts  of  the  state  and  was  mustered  into  the  service 
in  August,  1861,  with  116  men.  The  captains  were 
Charles  H.  Fletcher,  Junius  A.  Jones  and  Henry 
H.  Griffith.  This  battery  was  for  a  long  time  com- 
manded by  Captain  Griffith,  and  did  good  service  in 
several  battles  from  Pea  Ridge  to  Atlanta. 

The  Second  battery  was  organized  in  July  and 
August,  1861,  most  of  its  members  being  from  the 
counties  of  Dallas,  Polk,  Harrison,  Fremont  and 
Pottawattamie.    It  was  mustered  into  the  service 


Gen.  John  M.  Corse ^  the  Hero  of  Allaioona. 


colonel,  John  D.  Hudson,  of  St.  Louis;  lieutenant- 
colonel,  Milton  F.  Collins,  of  Keokuk;  major,  John 
L.  Murphy,  of  Keokuk.  For  one  year  and  one-half 
this  regiment  served  on  guard  and  garrison  duty 
at  various  places  in  the  Mississippi  valley  with 
fidelity. 

IOWA    ARTILLERY. 

Iowa  furnished  four  batteries  of  artillery  for  the 
war.    The  First  battery  was  made  up  from  various 


at  Council  Bluffs,  in  August,  1861,  with  Nelson  T. 
Spoor  as  captain.  It  did  excellent  service  in  the 
campaigns  of  Vicksburg,  Atlanta  and  Nashville. 

The  Third  battery  of  light  artillery  was 
recruited  chiefly  from  the  counties  of  Dubuque, 
Black  Hawk,  Butler,  Delaware,  Floyd  and  Grundy. 
It  numbered  140  men,  and  was  commanded! by  M. 
M.  Hayden.  It  greatly  distinguished  Itself  at  the 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  where  it  rendered  brilliant 
service.  It  was  In  several  other  battles  and  cam- 
paigns. 
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The  Fourth  battery  of  light  artillery  was 
recruited  in  July,  August  and  September,  1863, 
with  152  men.  The  men  were  chiefly  from. the 
coimties  of  Mills,  Mahaska,  Fremont,  Henry  and 
Scott.  Philip  H.  Goode  was  the  commander,  and 
it  was  mustered  into  service  at  Davenport  Novem- 
ber 23, 1863.    Its  services  were  mostly  in  Louisiana. 

During  the  war,  Iowa  sent  into  the  field  78,059 
soldiers.  Of  these  3,263  were  killed  or  died  of 
wounds,  8,409  died  of  disease  and  9,777  were  dis- 
charged for  disability.  Of  Iowa  soldiers  who 
entered  the  service,  four  became  major-generals, 
twenty -one  brigadier-generals,  five  brevet  major- 
generals  and  seventeen  brevet  brigadier-generals. 

While  the  governor  and  the  people  of  Iowa  were 
putting  forth  every  effort  to  raise  and  equip  regi- 
ments for  the  field,  our  southern  border  was  threat- 
ened with  invasion  from  Missouri  rebel  bands  and 
troops  had  to  be  raised  for  protection  and  defense. 
John  R.  Morelege  raised  a  regiment  for  this  service, 
of  which  he  was  made  colonel.  In  August,  1862, 
the  Sioux  Indians  taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  military  forces  in  the  country  were  in 
the  south,  and  the  northwestern  frontier  in  a 
defenseless  condition,  assembled  their  warriors  and 
began  a  savage  war  of  extermination  in  Minnesota 
and  threatened  northwestern  Iowa.  They  had 
never  been  punished  for  the  massacre  of  1857  and 
seemed  to  feel  a  contempt  for  a  government  that 
would  tamely  submit  to  such  a  massacre  of  its 
citizens  and  permit  the  perpetrators  to  retire 
unharmed.  They  had  since  invaded  northwestern 
Iowa,  in  June,  1861,  and  killed  two  members  of  the 
frontier  guards  and  driven  off  stock  within  a  few 
miles  of  Sioux  City.  Colonel  Hubbard,  by  author- 
ity of  the  war  department,  raised  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  for  defense  against^  the  Indians.  About 
the  middle  of  August,  the  Sioux  in  great  force 
fell  upon  the  frontier  settlers  of  Minnesota  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks  massacred  more  than 
1,000  men,  women  and  children  and  drove  5,000 
more  from  their  homes.  Houses  were  pillaged  and 
burned,  stock  killed  and  driven  off  and  more  than 
250  women  and  children  dragged  off  into  captivity. 
Of  the  perx>etrator8  of  this  horrible  massacre  425 
were  captured  and  brought  to  trial,  of  which  321 
were  convicted  and  303  were  sentenced  to  death. 
But  only  thirty-nine  were  executed,  as  the  Presi- 
dent ordered  them  to  be  simply  imprisoned  and 
they  were  eventually  released.  Some  of  them  were 
kept  in  jail  at  Davenport  a  while  and  then  turned 
loose  to  engage  in  other  massacres  which  followed 
later.  This  massacre  surpassed  in  the  number 
slain  and  the  horrible  atrocities  perpetrated  upon 
women  and  children,  and  amount  of  property 
destroyed,  any  that  has  ever  occurred  in  American 
history,  and  was  entirely  unprovoked.  The  Iowa 
frontier  was  so  well  protected  by  military  forces 
that  had  been  organized  and  maintained  since  the 
massacre  of  1857 ,   that  Qur  citizens  escaped  this 


terrible  slaughter.  The  Iowa  legislature,  in  extra 
session  on  the  9th  of  September,  while  the  Sioux 
were  still  at  their  terrible  work,  authorized  the 
raising  of  500  mounted  men  and  such  other  force  as 
might  be  necessary  to  protect  the  frontier.  Five 
companies  of  fifty  men  each  were  soon  after  raised 
and  organized  into  the  Northern  Border  brigade, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sawyer.  Stock- 
ades were  built  at  Iowa  Lake,  E^therville,  Peter* 
son,  Cherokee  and  Correctlonville.  So  complete 
were  the  preparations  that  no  Indians  ventured 
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First  Colonel  Eighth  (owa ;  afterwards  Brigadier-G*neral. 

over  the  Iowa  line,  and  in  the  spring  following  the 
Sioux  were  driven  into  the  Yellowstone  valley. 

THE  TALLY  WAR. 

During  the  war  there  was  a  class  of  people  in 
the  northern  states  who  were  in  sympathy  with  the 
rebellion,  and  who  never  ceased  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  aid  their  ** southern  brethren"  in  their 
war  upon  the  government,  short  of  fighting  for  the 
cause.    They  were  called  **  copperheads."    In  Keo- 
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kuk  county,  one  George  C.  Tally  was  a  leader 
among  them.  He  was  a  Baptist  minister  and  an 
orator  of  some  power.  He  was  open  and  bold  in  his 
denunciation  of  the  war  against  secession,  and 
preached  treason  to  the  goYernment.  A  great 
democratic  mass  meeting  was  held  on  the  Ist  of 
August,  1863,  near  the  English  river,  at  which 
Tally  was  the  chief  speaker.  Several  hundred 
were  present,  most  of  whom  brought  arms  con- 
cealed under  straw  in  their  wagons.  Wild  threats 
were  made  to  clean  out  the  town  of  South  English, 
a  republican  stronghold.  The  people  there,  learn- 
ing of  these  threats,  armed  themselves  for  defense. 
As  Tally  passed  through  the  village  on  his  way  to 
the  meeting,  he  displayed  a  butternut  badge  as  an 
open  advertisement  of  his  disloyalty.  Some  of  the 
friends  of  union  soldiers  who  had  been  killed  in 
battle  with  the  rebels  tried  to  tear  this  badge  of 
treason  off  of  Tally's  clothes,  but  failed.  After  the 
meeting,  Tally's  crowd  started  in  a  procession  to 
go  threugh  the  town.  Tally  standing  up  in  a  wagon 
defiantly  displaying  his  disloyal  badge  in  the  most 
offensive  manner.  The  republicans  had  been  hold- 
ing a  meeting  in  the  town,  and  a  large  crowd  was 
in  the  street  through  which  Tally's  procession  was 
trying  to  force  its  way.  An  altercation  began,  and 
soon  firearms  were  used.  More  than  a  hundred 
shots  were  fired  in  rapid  succession.  Tally  was 
standing  in  a  wagon  at  the  head  of  the  procession, 
with  a  long  bowie  knife  in  one  hand  and  a  revolver 
in  the  other.  As  soon  as  the  first  shot  was  heard, 
he  began  to  fire  at  the  crowd.  As  the  third  shot 
left  his  revolver,  he  fell  dead  in  the  wagon,  pierced 
by  three  bullets.  News  of  the  killing  of  their 
leader  was  spread  rapidly  through  the  adjoining 
country,  and  threats  of  vengeance  were  made  by 
enraged  friends  of  Tally.  Great  crowds  began  to 
gather,  and  alarm  was  felt  lest  bloody  work  should 
beg^n. 

Messengers  were  sent  to  Governor  Kirkwood  at 
Iowa  City,  who  promptly  ordered  arms  and  ammu- 
nition to  be  sent  to  the  scene  of  the  impending  con- 
flict. He  immediately  gave  orders  for  several 
companies  of  infantry  and  a  squad  of  artillery  to 
report  at  the  place  of  danger,  and  at  once  started 
for  South  English.  Tally's  friends  gathered  in 
large  numbers  on  the  banks  of  the  Skunk  river, 
about  two  miles  from  Sigourney  and  began  to 
organize  into  military  companies  and  choose  ofilcers, 
and  forming  a  brigade,  began  to  drill.  About  sun- 
down the  governor,  with  three  of  his  aids,  reached 
Sigourney,  where  a  great  crowd  was  assembled. 
He  addressed  them  from  the  steps  of  the  court' 
house  and  gave  all  to  understand  that  he  should 
suppress  all  disturbances  with  a  firm  hand.  That 
night  there  arrived  on  the  ground,  nine  companies 
of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery.  The  Tally  forces 
were  estimated  at  nearly  two  thousand  men,  but 
when  they  saw  the  governor  on  the  ground  with 
his  well  armed  military  companies,  their  courage 


failed  and  they  slipped  away  during  the  night.  The 
next  day  all  was  quiet  and  peace  was  restored. 
Twelve  men  were  arrested  for  killing  Tally,  who 
waived  examination  and  gave  bonds  to  appear  at 
the  next  term  of  court.  The  governor's  prompt 
action  prevented  a  bloody  conflict. 

When  the  capital  of  the  state  was  removed  from 
Iowa  City  to  Des  Moines,  in  1857,  the  old  state 
house  became  the  property  of  the  State  university. 
A  building  had  been  erected  by  the  citizens  of  Des 
Moines  for  the  use  of  the  state,  until  such  time  as 
the  legislature  should  make  an  appropriation  for  a 
permanent  state  house.  In  1870  the  general 
assembly  made  an  appropriation  for  the  beginning 


Gen.  Ed.   Wnght. 

ot  such  a  State  house.  The  act  provided  for  a  board 
of  nine  commissioners,  including  the  governor  of 
state,  who  should  have  control  of  the  work.  This 
board  proceeded  to  put  in  a  foundation  for  a  plan 
they  had  adopted,  under  the  supervision  of  one  of 
their  number.  But  the  stone  used  proved  to  be 
defective  and  had  to  be  taken  out  at  a  loss  to  the 
state  of  over  $50,000.  The  next  general  assembly 
abolished  the  large  board  of  commissioners  as 
unwieldly  and  elected  John  G.  Foote,  M.  L.  Fisher, 
Peter  A.  Dey  and  R  S.  Finkbine,  the  governor  to 
be  ex-offido  president  of  the  board.  The  plan  of  the 
building  was  made  by  Cochrane  &  Piquenard, 
architects.  Gen.  Ed.  Wright  was  chosen  secretary 
of  the  board,  R.  S.  Finkbine  was  superintendent 
and  J.  G.  Foote  superintendent  of  finance.  In  1884, 
the  building  was  so  far  constructed  that  the  general 
assembly  held  its  session  in  it.  The  state  library 
and  executive  rooms  were  also  occupied.     The 
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length  of  the  building  north  and  south,  including 
porticos,  is  363  feet;  width  east  and  west,  246  feet. 
The  height  to  top  of  %he  dome  is  276  feet.  The 
entire  cost  of  the  state  bouse  July  1,  1885,  was 
$2,615,170,  and  the  cost  of  furnishing  up  to  that 
time  $82,789. 

From  the  close  of  the  war  the  history  of  Iowa 
has  been  devoid  of  exciting  events.  The  state  has 
been  making  steady  growth  in  population  and 
wealth  from  year  to  year.  Many  enterprises  which 
were  suspended  during  the  war  were  soon  after 
resumed.  At  the  republican  state  convention,  held 
at  Des  Moines  in  June,  1865,  an  exciting  contro- 
versy arose  over  negro  suffrage  in  Iowa.  Edward 
Russell,  a  delegate  from  Scott  county,  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  platform  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee on  resolutions  which  aroused  a  warm  dis- 
cussion. The  amendment  was  as  follows:  **  There- 
fore we  are  in  favor  of  amending  the  constitution 
of  our  state  by  striking  the  word  vohUe  from  the 
article  on  suffrage.  * '  The  object  of  the  amendment 
was  to  pledge  the  republican  party  to  remove  the 
last  remnant  of  race  discrimination  from  the  laws 
of  Iowa.  Some  of  the  timid  delegates  were  alarmed 
and  afraid  such  a  declaration  would  bring  defeat  to 
the  ticket,  and  they  made  earnest  efforts  to  per- 
suade Mr.  Russell  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 
There  was  a  conservative  element  in  the  party 
opposed  to  negro  suffrage;  it  was  uncertain  how 
strong  this  element  was,  and  whether  they  would 
refuse  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  nominated  on 
a  platform  so  radical. 

But  Mr.  Russell,  aided  by  Hiram  Price,  ably 
and  vigorously  defended  the  proposed  amendment 
on  the  broad  ground  that  it  was  right  and  that  the 
republican  party  was  strong  enough  to  do  right  and 
shouUt  ^0^  ^^^^  ^  shirk  the  responsibility.  Hiram 
Pfiocii  te  ft  strong  and  eloquent  appeal  to  the  con- 
Trmtfifwi,  said:  **  The  colored  men  north  and  south 
wiere  loyal  to  the  government  in  the  days  of  its  great- 
est peril.  There  was  not  a  rebel  or  traitor  among 
thenL  Now  when  slavery  has  been  forever  banished 
from  the  country,  they  ask  the  privilege  of  citizen- 
ship. Why  should  the  freedom-loving  people  of 
Iowa  longer  deny  them  this  right?  Not  one  reason 
can  be  given  that  has  not  been  used  to  bolster  up 
slavery  for  the  past  hundred  years. "  After  a  warm 
discussion  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
513  to  242.  In  the  campaign  which  followed,  negro 
suffrage  was  the  chief  issue  and  was  advocated  by 
the  republican  candidates  for  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant-governor, who  were  elected  by  majorities  of 
16,375  and  20,526  respectively.  The  next  legisla- 
ture took  the  preliminary  steps  to  so  amend  the 
constitution.  The  amendment  was  submitted  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  and  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of 
24,265. 

During  the  years  1866-7-^9,  a  second  geological 
survey  of  the  state  was  made,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Charles  A.  White,  with  O.  H.   St.   John, 


assistant.  Much  valuable  work  was  done  in  exam- 
ination of  the  coal  measures,  rock  and  soils.  The 
report  was  published  in  two  volumes  in  1870. 

In  1868  the  building  for  the  State  Agricultural 
college  having  been  partially  completed,  a  portion 
of  it  was  fitted  up  and  the  school  was  opened  in  the 
fall  of  that  year,  continuing  through  the  winter. 
On  the  17th  of  March,  1869,  the  college  was  formally 
opened  with  addresses  by  the  president,  A.  S. 
Welch,  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  the 
governor  of  the  state,  and  others,  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  assembly  from  various  parts  of  the  state. 
A  grant  of  the  public  lands  had  been  made  by  con- 
gress in  1862,  for  the  support  of  agricultural  colleges 


A.  s.   WELCH, 
First  President  Iowa  Agricultural  College. 

and  Iowa  had  selected  its  portion  of  these  lands, 
amounting  to  over  200,000  acres,  within  its  own 
limits.  This  was  the  foundation  for  a  fine  endow- 
ment fund  for  the  support  of  the  college.  In  1864 
an  attempt  was  made  by  the  friends  of  the  State 
university  to  consolidate  the  two  schools  and  divert 
the  land  grant  to  the  support  of  the  university,  but 
the  attempt  was  not  successful  and  the  entire  grant 
was  appropriated  to  the  agricultural  college. 

The  Iowa  Central  Air  Line  railroad,  which 
received  a  land  grant  in  1856,  failed  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  of  the  grant,  and  the  land  was 
regranted  in  March,  1860,  to  the  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad  company.  The  old  line 
was  to  run  from  Lyons,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  by 
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way  of  Tipton  to  Iowa  City,  and  receiyed  a  large 
amount  of  county  aid,  but  was  never  built.  The 
new  company  started  their  road  from  Clinton,  two 
miles  below  Lyons,  and  built  by  way  of  Cedar 
Rapids  to  Council  Bluffs  and  also  to  Blair,  on  the 
Missouri  riyer.  This  road  reached  Boone  in  the 
fall  of  1865  and  Council  Bluffs  in  the  Ml  of  1867. 
Although  the  Rock  Island  road  was  the  first  to 
enter  Iowa,  it  was  two  years  longer  building  to  the 
Missouri  riyer  than  the  Cedar  Rapids  &  Missouri. 
The  Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad  company  was 
ten  years  building  its  line  from  the  Mississippi 
riyer  to  Albia,  in  Monroe  county,  but  it  reached  the 
Missouri  river  in  1868.  The  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City 
Railroad  company,  which  also  had  a  land  grant,  built 
to  Iowa  Falls,  a  distance  of  143  miles,  where  it 


stopped  until  1867.  In  1869  it  reached  Fort  Dodge, 
and  in  about  two  years  more  was  completed  to 
Sioux  City.  The  land  grant  to  this  line  embraced 
more  than  1,000,000  acres  of  fertile  land  which, 
if  sold  at  $8  per  acre,  would  have  paid  the  entire 
cost  of  building  and  equipping  the  road  from 
Dubuque  to  Sioux  City.  The  lands  granted  to  the 
Rock  Island  road  were  sold  at  an  average  price  of 
more  than  $8  per  acre,  and  the  Burlington  land 
grant  brought  that  company  over  $12  an  acre.  In 
1864  congress  made  a  grant  of  lands  to  aid  in  build- 
ing a  railroad  from  McGregor  westward.  After 
various  changes  of  companies,  this  road  was  built 
to  Algona  in  1870  and  to  Sheldon  in  1878.  The 
total  number  of  acres  of  land  granted  by  congress 
to  Iowa  railroads  was  4,069,942. 


Chapter  XVIII. 


Cardiff  Qiant  Deceptionr— Senator  Orimes  on  ImpeachmwU— Soldiers*  Beunion—Orasahopper  Scowrge— 
Cheat  Bailroad  Disaster— The  Orange  Movenwatr—Kate  SheUy^s  Noble  Deed— Tornado  of  1882— Removal  of 
Auditor  Broum. 


THE  GREAT  CARDIFF  GIANT  DECEPTION. 

One  of  the  most  successful  frauds  of  modern 
times  was  conceived  in  the  year  1868,  and  perpe- 
trated in  connection  with  the  great  gypsum  fields 
near  Fort  Dodge,  which  made  that  town  famous 
over  the  civilized  world. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1869,  strange  stories 
were  whispered  about  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  It  was  reported  that  a  petrified 
human  body  had  been  found  on  the  farm  of  a  Mr. 
Newell,  near  the  village  of  Cardiff,  some  thirteen 
miles  from  that  city.  Upon  Investigation  made  by 
a  reporter  of  the  Syracuse  JbumoZ,  who  hurried  to 
the  spot  where  the  discovery  was  said  to  have  been 
made,  the  following  facte  were  learned: 

William  Newell,  the  owner  of  a  small  farm  lying 
a  mile  west  of  Cardiff,  a  small  country  village,  had 
begun  to  dig  a  well  for  stock  water  near  his  barn. 
The  spot  selected  was  the  low  swampy  margin  of 
Onondaga  creek.  Two  well  diggers  began  excava- 
tion on  the  morning  of  October  16th,  and  when 
about  three  feet  below  the  surface  their  spades 
struck  what  seemed  to  be  a  rock.  Upon  trying  to 
unearth  the  bowlder,  a  huge  foot  was  discovered, 
and  upon  digging  further  an  enormous  leg  was 
found,  and  then  an  immense  human  body.  Mr. 
Newell,  who  had  been  directing  the  work  from  the 
start,  had  cautioned  the  men  to  be  very  careful  when 
their  spades  first  struck  a  hard  substance.  He  now 
took  one  of  the  spades  and  uncovered  the  body  until 
it  was  found  to  be  an  immense  stone  giant  burled 
in  the  earth.  He  directed  the  further  digging  until 
an  excavation  had  been  made  about  fifteen  feet 


long,  disclosing  the  full  stature  of  a  petrified  man. 
The  news  of  the  wonderful  discovery  on  the  Newell 
farm  spread  rapidly  among  the  neighbors,  and  soon 
an  excited  crowd  of  villagers  gathered  around  the 
grave  of  the  great  unknown,  and  gazed  with  awe- 
stricken  faces  upon  the  colossal  form  of  the 
"  petrified  giant, ' '  as  Newell  called  it.  The  excite- 
ment increased  hourly,  and  before  Sunday  night, 
more  than  1,000  curious  people  had  gathered  at  the 
Newell  farm  from  the  surrounding  country  to  see 
the  wonderful  discovery.  The  news  had  reached 
Syracuse  and  glowing  accounts  of  the  mysterious 
giant  had  been  published  in  the  daily  papers  under 
displayed  head  lines.  Every  livery  team  and 
hundreds  of  private  rigs  were  conveying  hundreds 
of  people  from  the  city  to  the  scene  of  the  wonderful 
discovery.  Large  offers  were  made  to  Mr.  Newell 
by  some  of  the  visitors  for  the  giant,  but  he  refused 
to  sell. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  it  appeared  to  dawn 
upon  Mr.  Newell  *s  mind  that  he  had  struck  a  huge 
bonanza  in  his  shallow  stock  well.  He  procured  a 
large  tent  and  erected  it  over  the  resting  place  of 
the  giant,  enlarged  the  excavation  around  the 
body,  the  water  was  pumped  out,  guards  were 
stationed  around  it,  and  Newell  began  to  collect 
half  a  dollar  from  each  of  the  hundreds  of  visitors 
coming  to  see  the  wonder.  No  one  was  permitted 
to  touch  the  reclining  giant  as  he  held  his  silent 
reception  lying  prostrate  In  his  ancient  grave  with 
closed  eyes,  majestic  form,  in  calm,  awful  repose 
acquired  by  centuries  of  unbroken  slumbers,  while 
earth^s  tragedies  and  pleasures  had  rolled  unceas- 
ingly by.    Ten  thousand  dollars  offered  by  a  little 
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city  syndicate  on  Tuesday  morning^  to  the  small 
farmer  for  his  petrified  g^iant,  awakened  him  to  a 
realization  of  the  sudden  fortune  that  had  come  to 
him  like  the  discovery  of  a  gold  mine.  But  he 
steadily  refused  all  offers  and  continued  to  take  in 
half  dollars  at  a  rate  that  almost  bewildered  him. 
A  cousin  of  Newell  now  vi^^peared  upon  the  ground, 
named  George  Hull,  who  took  charge  of  the  exhi- 
bition. Accounts  of  the  wonderful  discovery  had 
been  telegraphed  to  all  parts  of  the  country  and  the 
great  newspapers  sent  special  reporters  to  Cardiff 
to  investigate  and  write  up  every  phase  of  the 
great  discovery.  Scientists  became  interested  and 
began  to  make  examinations  and  put  forth  their 
learned  opinions  upon  antiquity  of  the  colossal 
figure  so  strangely  deposited.  Up  to  this  time  no 
one  seems  to  have  doubted  that  it  was  a  petrified 
giant.  But  some  of  the  geologists  who  had  ex- 
amined it  pronounced  it  a  statue  carved  from  rock. 
But  the  owner,  from  the  day  of  its  discovery,  refused 
to  permit  anyone  to  go  very  near  it,  or  make  any 
tests  as  to  the  material  in  the  body  or  statue.  Prof. 
James  Hall,  the  noted  New  York  geologist,  who 
made  the  geological  survey  of  Iowa  in  1855,  wrote 
a  lengthy  account  of  his  examination  and  his 
theory  as  to  what  it  was.  He  says:  ''It  is  cer- 
tainly a  great  curiosity,  and,  as  it  now  presents 
itself,  the  most  remarkable  archceological  discovery 
ever  made  in  this  country.  It  is  clearly  a  statue  cut 
by  human  hands,  and  in  no  way  connected  with 
petrification  or  with  calcareous  deposits  from 
springs,  nor  is  it  a  cast  or  model  of  any  kind,  but  an 
original.  The  importance  of  the  object  lies  in  its 
relations  to  the  race  or  people  of  the  past,  formerly 
inhabiting  that  part  of  the  country.  The  statue  is 
of  a  far  higher  order  and  of  an  entirely  different 
character  from  the  smaller  works  of  rude  sculpture 
found  in  Mexico  and  Central  America,  or  the  Mis- 
sippi  valley.  In  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
antiquity  of  its  origin  we  are  compelled  to  rely 
upon  the  geological  and  chemical  evidence.  That  the 
statue  has  lain  for  a  long  time  where  U  now  lies  there 
can  be  no  (2ou5t.  The  entire  length  of  the  left  side 
and  back  of  the  statue  is  eroded  to  the  depth  of  an 
inch  or  more  from  the  solution  and  removal  of  the 
surface  by  water  coming  in  along  the  stratum  upon 
which  it  lies  imbedded.  Such  process  and  removal 
of  the  gypsum,  a  mineral  of  slow  solubility  in  the 
waters  of  that  region,  must  have  required  a  long 
period  of  years.  Any  theory  of  the  recent  burial 
of  the  statue  in  this  place  is  disproved  by  the  fact 
of  the  extensive  solution  and  removal  of  the  surface 
by  the  water  coming  in  along  the. gravel  bed  from 
the  southwest.  The  most  extensive  erosion  has 
taken  place  upon  the  left  side  and  beneath  the  back 
upon  that  side,  corresponding  to  the  direction 
whence  the  water  came.  You  will  see,  therefore, 
upon  any  theory  of  inhumation,  you  must  have  time 
for  this  process  of  the  gradual  dissolving  of  the 
stone.    So  long  as  the  alluvial  deposit  was  going  on, 


this  portion  was  covered  by  water,  and  there  would 
be  no  current  along  the  gravel  bed,  and  this  move- 
ment of  the  water  would  only  take  place  after  the 
drainage  of  the  stream  or  lake  to  a  lower  leveL 
Therefore,  so  long  as  the  alluvial  deposit  was  going 
on,  and  the  water  remained  above  that  level,  there 
would  be  no  current  and  consequently  no  erosion. 
This  statement  answers  the  inquiry  as  to  what  are 
some  of  the  evidences  of  its  antiquity." 

Thus  one  of  the  most  eminent  living  geologists 
proved  the  great  antiquity  of  the  giant,  and  also 
proved  that  it  could  not  have  been  buried  where 
found  in  recent  ages. 

Dr.  Amos  Westcott  wrote  to  the  Scientific 
American  an  elaborate  article,  in  which  he  says: 
'^  It  would  be  far  easier  to  suppose  this  a  veritable 
petrifaction  of  one  of  the  giants  who  lived  in  those 
days  than  to  suppose  it  a  statue.  There  is  not  a 
chisel  mark  upon  the  entire  image,  nor  of  any  other 
implement  employed  by  the  human  hand.  The 
style  of  model,  its  perfection,  its  peculiar  smooth 
surface — all  defy  the  artist.  Not  a  single  individual 
has  ever  examined  it  who  was  not  impressed  with 
the  feeling  and  belief  that  it  is  the  most  extraor- 
dinary and  gigantic  wonder  ever  presented  to  the 
eye  of  man.  Be  it  what  it  may,  it  presents  a  most 
perfect  human  form  of  colossal  size,  defying  the 
present  state  of  science,  whether  geology  or 
archaeology.  Its  origin,  we  have  to  confess,  is  as 
deep  a  mystery  as  when  first  brought  to  light.*' 

An  Onondaga  squaw  who  came  to  see  the  giant 
said  that  her  tribe  believed  that  it  was  the  petrified 
body  of  a  gigantic  Indian  prophet  who  lived  many 
generations  ago,  and  foretold  the  coming  of  the 
**  pale  faces.''  He  warned  his  people  of  the  coming 
encroachments  of  the  white  men,  and  of  their 
extermination  of  his  people.  He  told  them  he 
should  die  and  be  buried  out  of  sight,  but  that 
their  remote  descendants  should  see  him  again. 

The  mystery  surrounding  the  whole  affair 
seemed  only  to  deepen  with  investigation.  The 
scores  of  learned  men  who  came  to  look  upon  the 
wonder  differed  widely  as  to  what  it  was,  its 
antiquity  and  probable  origin,  but  all  agreed  that 
it  was  the  most  remarkable  discovery  ever  unearthed 
in  America.  People  came  by  hundreds  and 
thousands  from  all  over  the  country,  paid  the 
admission  fee,  looked  upon  the  giant  and  went 
away  in  awe  and  wonder.  Col.  J.  W.  Wood,  of 
Chicago,  who  had  large  experience  in  the  show 
business,  was  employed  to  take  charge  of  the 
exhibit  and  he  greatly  enlarged  the  tent,  issued  a 
pamphlet  giving  a  history  of  the  finding  of  the  giant 
and  the  opinions  of  learned  men.  P.  T.  Barnum 
sent  an  agent  to  purchase  the  wonderful  giant  who 
was  drawing  such  crowds.  But  a  syndicate  was 
formed  which  offered  a  larger  sum — said  to  be 
$40,000 — and  the  great  showman  did  not  *get  him. 

Here  the'  scene  changes.  A  thousand  miles 
westward,  on  the  upper  Des  Moines  river,  was  the 
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picturesque  village  of  Fort  Dodge.  In  ite  vicinity 
are  extensive  deposits  of  gypsum.  In  the  year 
1867,  one  H.  B.  Martin  stopped  several  days  at  the 
St.  Charles  hotel,  and  spent  some  time  among  the 
gypeum  beds.  He  seemed  to  be  deeply  interested 
in  the  beautiful  variegated  stone  which  had  been 
used  in  the  construction  of  some  of  the  finest 
residences  in  the  village.  He  disappeared  and  was 
forgotten.  On  the  6th  day  of  June,  1868,  he 
returned,  accompanied  by  a  large,  well  dressed, 
intelligent  looking  man.  They  registered  at  the 
St.  Charles  as  George  Hull,  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
and  H.  B.  Martin,  Boston,  Mass.  They  took  fre- 
quent strolls  among  the  gypsum  quarries  and  finally 
leased  an  acre  on  Gypsum  creek,  south  of  Fort 
Dodge,  and  employed  Mike  Foley,  an  experienced 
quarryman,  to  get  out  an  immense  block  of  gypsum 
for  them.    It  was  four  feet  wide,  two  feet  thick  and 
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twelve  feet  long.  After  many  tribulations,  breaking 
down  wagons  and  miring  down  in  wet  places,  they 
reached  Boone,  the  nearest  railroad  station,  on  the 
27th  of  July.  The  next  day  the  block  of  gypsum 
was  shipped  east  over  the  North-Western  railroad. 
This  was  the  last  seen  of  Hull  and  Martin  by  the 
Fort  Dodge  people. 

When,  in  November,  1869,  the  papers  were  filled 
with  accounts  of  the  wonderful  **  petrified  Onon- 
daga giant,''  that  had  been  resurrected  near  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  and  the  whole  civilized  world  was 
wondering  what  race  of  remote  antiquity  he  had 
belonged  to,  and  scientists  were  puzzled  over  the 
mystery,  a  New  York  paper  stated  that  Professor 
Boynton  had  pronounced  it  a  statue  carved  from 
crystalline  gypsum,  but  of  a  difl'erent  color  and 
appearance  from  the  New  York  gypsum.  Galusha 
Parsons,  an  eminent  Fort  Dodge  lawyer,  saw  this 
report,  and  on  his  return  from  New  York  stopped 
off  at  Syracuse  to  take  a  look  at  the  giant.    He 


wrote  back  to  the  editor  of  the  'North  West:  **I 
believe  it  is  made  of  that  great  block  of  gypsum 
those  fellows  got  at  Fort  Dodge  a  year  ago,  and 
shipped  east."  The  editor  and  a  few  others  at 
once  began  to  investigate.  Syracuse  papers  were 
sent  for,  letters  were  written  to  friends  in  that 
city,  and  it  was  learned  that  George  Hull  was  one 
of  the  exhibitors  of  the  '^petrified  giant.''  A 
description  of  the  New  York  Hull  corresponded  in 
every  particular  with  the  George  Hull  who,  with 
Martin,  got  out  the  Fort  Dodge  gypsum  block  fif- 
teen months  before.  The  clue  was  followed  up 
with  energy,  and  in  the  course  of  several  weeks  a 
chain  of  evidence  was  secured  so  complete  that  it 
reached  without  a  missing  link.f rom  Gypsum  creek, 
Iowa,  to  the  grave  of  the  wonderful  giant  on  the 
Newell  farm  near  Cardiff,  N.  Y.  Quietly,  but  with 
great  celerity,  the  evidence  was  put  in  type  at  the 
'NorOi  West  office  at  Fort  Dodge,  and  a  pamphlet 
was  issued  that  was  destined  to  expose  in  all  its 
details  the  most  ingenious  and  successful  fraud 
ever  perpetrated  in  America,  and  wreck  the  great 
fortune  then  in  sight  for  Hull,  Newell  and  Martin. 
*  *  *  *  Going  back  where  thousands  were 
flocking  to  see  the  ^*  petrified  giant,"  it  had  been 
moved  to  Syracuse  by  the  syndicate  which  now 
owned  it,  where  fine  accommodations  had  been  pre- 
pared for  its  exhibition.  It  was  now  valued  at 
$100,000,  and  the  daily  revenue  coming  from  its 
exhibition  justified  that  valuation.  Preparations 
were  being  made  to  remove  it  to  Albany  and  place 
it  on  exhibition  at  the  state  geological  rooms. 
Early  one  morning  a  newsdealer  offered  a  counter 
attraction  on  his  stand  in  a  large  package  of  forty- 
page  pamphlets,  illustrated  with  portraits  of  the 
*' stone  giant,"  his  inventors,  his  sculptor,  his  bur- 
ial and  resurrection.  Its  title  page  bore  this 
inscription: 

THE    CARDIFF    GIANT    HUMBUG— THE    GREATEST 
DECEPTION  OF  THE  AGE. 

The  pamphlets  sold  like  hot  cakes.  Intense 
excitement  followed.  The  proprietors  were  soon 
seen  reading  the  exposition  of  ^  fraud  that  must 
ruin  them.  One  of  them  rushed  to  the  news  stand, 
bought  the  pamphlets  and  burned  them.  In  a  few 
days  another  lot  was  on  the  ground,  and  as  soon  as 
discovered  these  were  bought  and  burned.  But 
many  had  escaped  them  and  got  out  among  the 
people,  and  suppression  was  impossible.  The  own- 
ers of  the  giant  must  now  fight  for  their  vanishing 
fortune.  They  issued  a  statement  denying  every 
word  of  the  exposition,  and  ridiculed  the  entire 
^^yarn,"  as  they  termed  it.  But  the  newspapers, 
keen  on  the  scent  of  a  great  sensation,  got  hold  of 
some  of  the  pamphlets  and  saw  at  once  that  the 
evidence  was  complete  and  conclusive  as  to  the 
great  fraud,  and  gave  summaries  of  the  exposition 
and  evidence. 
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In  the  mean  time  P.  T.  Barnum  went  to  the 
Chicago  sculptor  who  made  the  giant,  and  whose 
name  was  given  in  the  Fort  Dodge  pamphlet, 
and  got  a  plaster  cast  made,  which  was  a  good 
duplicate  of  the  original.  He  put  it  on  exhibition 
in  his  museum  in  New  York  as  the  original  ^^  Car- 
diff giant. ''  The  proprietors  of  the  genuine  original 
hastily  shipped  it  to  New  York,  and  the  war  of  the 
giants  was  on.  They  applied  to  Judge  Barnard  for 
an  injunction  to  restrain  Barnum  from  exhibiting 
his  cast,  but  the  court  declined  to  protect  one  fraud 
from  the  encroachments  of  another.  Hull,  Martin, 
and  Newell  now  came  forward  and  made  solemn 
denials  of  all  the  charges  and  evidence  in  the  Fort 
Dodge  exposition,  and  certificates  of  character  were 
procured  and  published.  But  it  was  all  in  vain. 
The  public  saw  that  the  chain  of  evidence  was  con- 
tinuous and  conclusive. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  facts  as 
set  forth  in  the  Fort  Dodge  exposition:  George 
Hull  and  H.  B.  Martin  came  to  the  St.  Charles 
hotel  and  registered  their  names  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1868.  They  remained  there  until  the  14th,  getting 
out  the  block  of  gypeum  described  by  Mike  Foley, 
who  did  the  work  for  them.  On  the  27th  of  July 
they  shipped  the  block  from  Boone,  in  car  No. 
447,  to  E.  Burkhardt  at  Chicago.  Hull  followed  it 
to  Chicago,  stopped  at  the  Garden  City  hotel,  where 
he  was  often  seen  by  Fort  Dodge  men  who  knew 
him,  until  September  22d.  The  block  was  traced 
from  the  car  to  a  building  on  the  west  side,  where 
a  sculptor  named  Otto  worked  on  it  until  the  giant 
was  completed.  Hull  served  as  the  model.  It  was 
securely  boxed  ahd  shipped  as  finished  marble,  its 
weight  now  reduced  to  3,720  pounds.  It  was  directed 
to  Greorge  Olds,  Union,  N.  Y.  This  is  a  station  on 
the  New  York  &  Erie  railroad,  ten  miles  west  of 
Binghamton.  It  arrived  there  October  13th,  and  was 
delivered  to  a  man  who  gave  his  name  as  George 
Olds,  on  the  4th  of  November.  It  was  taken  away 
in  a  wagon  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  they  stayed 
the  first  night  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Luce,  a  few  miles 
north  of  Union.  From  there  the  route  of  the  four- 
horse  team  was  followed  up  by  way  of  Homei^  to 
NewelPs  farm.  At  Homer  one  of  the  men  was 
recognized  as  George  Hull  by  men  who  knew  him 
well.  When  questioned  as  to  what  was  in  the  large 
iron-bound  box,  Hull  always  replied,  '* castings'' 
or  **  machinery."  The  team  was  seen  by  five  per- 
sons on  the  evening  of  November  9th,  within  a 
mile  of  NewelPs  house,  going  in  that  direction. 
Some  of  the  men  were  found  who  helped  to  lower 
the  giant  into  his  grave,  which  was  ready  for  him 
on  NewelPs  farm.  The  night  was  dark  and  rainy, 
but  the  four-horse  team  was  seen  and  recognized 
by  a  Mr.  Cummins,  starting  on  its  return  before 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  November  10th.  Hull 
had  left  the  four-horse  team  at  Tully,  got  a  livery 
team  and  drove  to  Cardiff  on  the  night  of  Novem- 
ber 9th,  and  walked  from  there  to  NewelPs  late  in 


the  evening,  where  the  four-horse  team  had  already 
arrived.  Hull  again  appeared  at  the  Tully  hotel 
before  daylight  in  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
wet  through  and  covered  with  mud.  He  dis- 
appeared soon  after  breakfast,  and  was  seen  no 
more  in  that  vicinity  for  nearly  a  year,  or  until  a 
few  days  after  Newell  had  discovered  the  wonder- 
ful petrified  giant  in  his  new  stock  well.  Martin, 
who  joined  Hull  at  NewelPs,  proved  to  be  a  black- 
smith from  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  These  three  men 
turned  out  to  be  the  owners  of  the  **  Cardiff  giant." 

All  efforts  made  by  the  owners  and  exhibitors 
to  refute  the  chain  of  evidence  which  appeared  in 
the  Fort  Dodge  pamphlet,  proved  futile,  for  the 
names  and  residence  of  all  witnesses,  dates  of  ship- 
ment, shipping  bills,  copy  of  hotel  registers,  affi- 
davits of  the  quarrymen  were  published  in  full,  and 
every  step  of  progress  in  the  most  ingenious  and 
successful  deception  of  modern  times,  was  given 
with  an  accuracy  that  left  no  doubt.  A  piece  of  the 
very  ledge  of  gypsum  from  which  the  giant  was 
manufactured,  was  taken  out  of  Gypsum  creek  at 
Fort  Dodge,  showing  the  erosion  of  the  water  (which 
so  completely  deceived  Professor  Hall),  and  sent  to 
Syracuse  to  be  compared  with  the  '*  petrified  man," 
and  the  mass  of  evidence  could  no  longer  be 
disputed.  It  has  never  been  made  known  how  much 
Hull,  Martin  and  Newell  realized  out  of  their 
enterprise,  but  it  must  have  been  a  large  sum,  for 
they  sold  out  to  a  syndicate  before  the  exposition 
came. 

The  genius  that  could  conceive  such  an  original 
scheme;  the  executive  ability  that  could  success- ' 
fully  carry  out  all  of  its  difficult  details,  would  have 
achieved  success  in  legitimate  business.  The 
shrewdness  that  led  them  to  select  a  block  lying  in 
the  bed  of  a  creek,  where  for  ages  erosion  of  water 
had  left  its  marks;  the  instructions  to  the  sculptor 
to  leave  these  marks  untouched;  completely  deceiv- 
ing the  eminent  geologists  into  pronouncing  the 
statue  of  great  antiquity,  has  never  been  surpassed. 

Years  afterwards  Hull  and  Martin  made  full 
confessions  of  their  part  in  the  enterprise,  confirm- 
ing the  truth  of  the  evidence  as  published  in  the 
Fort  Dodge  pamphlet,  and  the  last  lingering  doubt 
was  removed. 

The  gypsum  quarries  at  Fort  Dodge,  have  since 
been  developed  by  local  enterprise  and  capital  and 
the  manufacture  of  stucco  has  become  an  important 
and  profitable  enterprise.  One  of  the  mills  has  in 
its  name  perpetuated  the  memory  of  the  "  Cardiff 
giant,"  which  gave  world-wide  notoriety  to  Fort 
Dodge  gypsum  in  early  days. 

When  the  attempt  was  made  to  impeach  Presi- 
dent Andrew  Johnson,  by  congress,  party  feeling 
ran  very  high;  and  although  he  had  been  elected 
by  the  republicans,  they  had  become  so  hostile  to 
his  policy  that  a  vast  majority  of  them  favored  his 
removal  from  office.  Senator  James  W.  Grimes, 
of  Iowa,  who  by  virtue  of  his  position  as  a  member 
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of  the  Senate,  was  called  upon  to  try  the  president 
on  the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  the  house 
of  representatives,  could  not  agree  with  his  party 
that  the  president  was  guilty,  and  so  voted.  He 
gave  his  reasons  for  his  vote,  in  which  he  declared 
that,  '*  in  his  opinion,  the  president  was  not  guilty 
of  an  impeachable  offense  by  reason  of  anything 
alleged  in  either  of  the  articles  preferred  against 
him  at  the  bar  of  the  senate  by  the  house  of 
representatives."  So  intense  was  the  feeling  that 
the  republican  press  and  people  of  Iowa  denounced 
their  senator  in  the  most  violent,  intemperate  and 
abusive  language.  Calumny  and  vituperation 
exhausted  themselves  upon  his  name.  He  bore  the 
reproach  with  a  heroic  spirit,and  gave  a  fine  example 
of  unshaken  faith  and  loyalty  in  a  national  crisis. 


COL.   SAMUEL  MERRILL, 
Seventh  Go"oernor  of  Iowa—i8b8  1^2. 

He  never  for  a  moment  regretted  the  stand  he  had 
taken.  He  said  a  year  later:  **  I  shall  always  thank 
God  that  He  gave  me  the  courage  to  stand  firm  in 
the  midst  of  clamor,  and  by  my  vote,  not  only  save 
the  republican  party,  but  prevent  such  a  precedent 
being  established  as  would  in  the  end  have  con- 
verted ours  into  a  sort  of  South  American  republic, 
in  which  there  would  be  a  revolution  whenever 
there  happened  to  be  an  adverse  majority  in  con- 
gress to  the  president  for  the  time  being. ' '  Although 
at  the  time  Iowa  republicans  were  ready  to  persecute 
and  repudiate  their  great  senator,  a  few  years  later 
when  passion  had  subsided,  the  whole  country 
realized  and  acknowledged  that  Grimes  was  right. 
In  the  simimer  of  1870,  a  great  reunion  of  Iowa 
soldiers,  engaged  in  the  late  war,  was  planned  by 
Adjutant-General  Baker.  The  time  fixed  was  the 
31flt  of  August.  Free  transportation  was  secured 
and  General  Sherman,  and  General  Belknap,  then 


secreiary  of  war,  came  from  Washington  to  greet 
the  Iowa  soldiers.  It  lasted  two  days,  and  more 
than  20,000  Iowa  soldiers  gathered  at  the  capital  of 
the  state.  It  had  been  five  years  since  they  were 
mustered  out  of  the  service,  and  this  meeting  again 
for  the  last  time  of  thousands  of  comrades  who  had 
marched,  camped  and  fought  together  in  so  many 
hard  campaigns,  was  an  event  never  to  be  forgotten. 
No  such  reunion  had  occurred  since  the  grand 
review  at  Washington,  in  1865,  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Most  of  the  surviving  notable  Iowa  officers 
were  present  and  participated  in  the  exercises,  and 
looked  once  more  upon  members  of  their  old  com- 
mands. It  was  the  first  and  last  great  reunion  of 
Iowa  soldiers,  an  event  ever  to  be  remembered. 

In  1872,  northwestern  Iowa  was  visited  by  an 
immense  swarm  of  grasshoppers,  which  destroyed 
the  crops  over  a  vast  area  of  country.  Great 
destitution  prevailed  in  some  fifteen  counties  where 
the  devastation  had  been  most  extensive.  As 
winter  approached,  thousands  of  new  settlers  found 
themselves  and  families  on  the  verge  of  starvation. 
When  the  situation  became  known  to  the  state  at 
large,  the  generous  people  in  more  favored  regions 
began  to  contribute  out  of  their  abundant  crops. 
General  Baker  secured  from  the  railroad  companies 
reduced  rates  of  transportation,  and  volunteered  to 
superintend  the  collection  and  distribution  of  the 
vast  amount  of  provisions  and  seed  grain  for  the 
destitute.  In  this  way  an  immense  amount  of  aid 
was  judiciously  given  to  meet  the  unusual  exigency, 
and  widespread  destitution  was  relieved. 

THE  GREAT  RAILROAD  HORROR  OF  1877. 

A  small  creek  rises  L>ot  far  from  Altoona,  and 
empties  into  Four  Mile  creek  about  three  miles 
east  of  Des  Moines.  Its  ordinary  stage  is  but  a 
quiet  little  brook,  but  in  times  of  great  rains  it 
becomes  a  raging  torrent,  sweeping  out  large 
bridges,  fences,  and  overflowing  the  valley.  The 
Rock  Island  railroad  follows  this  valley  several 
miles,  and  crosses  Little  Four  Mile  several  times 
on  bridges  of  considerable  height  and  length.  On 
the  night  of  August  29,  1877,  a  terrific  storm  came 
up,  and  the  rain  fell  for  several  hours,  almost  like 
a  cloudburst.  It  was  the  heaviest  fall  of  rain  ever 
known  in  central  Iowa.  Every  little  run  became  a 
wild  torrent,  and  the  larger  creeks  spread  out  like 
rivers.  Bridges  were  swept  away  and  deep  gullies 
plowed  into  the  ground.  The  night  express  train 
from  Chicago,  due  in  Des  Moines  at  3:40  A.  m.,  con- 
sisted of  Barnum's  advertising  car,  next  to  the 
engine  and  tender,  followed  by  the  baggage  and 
express,  then  the  smoker,  two  passenger  cars  and 
the  sleeper— six  in  all.  They  passed  through 
Altoona  on  time,  and  two  miles  beyond  entered 
the  valley  of  Little  Four  Mile,  running  on  fast 
time.  A  few  minutes  later  the  entire  train,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sleeper,  was  lying  in  the  bot- 
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torn  of  the  raging  flood  of  the  creek,  a  mass  of 
splintered  ruins,  with  the  crushed  and  mangled 
bodies  of  more  than  fifty  men,  women,  and  children 
mingled  in  the  horrid  pile.  The  bridge  had  washed 
out,  and  in  the  darkness  and  raging  storm  the 
train  had  gone  down  in  twelve  feet  of  water.  The 
chasm  was  but  little  wider  than  the  length  of  a 
car,  and  there,  piled  on  top  of  the  engine,  were  the 
splintered  remains  of  five  cars.  Barnum*s  car  was 
utterly  demolished,  and  the  seven  men  in  it  were 
instantly  killed.  The  engineer  was  lying  dead  in 
his  buried  engine.  The  three  passenger  cars  were 
telescoped  together  down  in  the  chasm,  while  the 
sleeper  stood  uninjured  on  the  track  at  its  brink. 
Twenty  crushed  dead  bodies  were  taken  out  of  the 
wreck  by  the  people  who  escaped  unhurt,  and  the 
citizens  who  gathered  in  from  the  vicinity.  Thirty- 
eight  more  mangled,  crushed,  and  bleeding  living 
people  were  rescued  from  the  wreck,  some  of  whom 
died  in  fearful  agony.  So  wedged  into  each  other 
were  the  telescoped  cars  that  it  was  five  hours 
before  all  of  the  wounded  and  imprisoned  victims 
were  released. 

While  the  state  had  always  treated  the  railroad 
companies  very  liberally,  its  laws  had  from  the  time 
of  the  beginning  of  railroad  building  affirmed  the 
right  of  the  legislature  to  control  the  roads.  The 
first  act  of  railroad  legislation,  in  1855,  re-granting 
lands  to  certain  roads  declared  **  that  railroad  com- 
panies accepting  the  provisions  of  this  aot,  shall  at  all 
times  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  enacted  and  provided  for 
by  the  general  assembly  of  Iowa.'*  From  time  to 
time  thereafter,  as  lands  were  re-granted,  a  similar 
provision  was  incorporated  in  the  various  acts. 

In  1871  an  orgtfbization  among  farmers,  known 
as  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  began  to  extend  its 
granges  throughout  the  west  Its  objects  were  to 
provide  for  the  co-operation  of  farmers  in  various 
ways  by  whidh  their  interests,  as  a  class,  might  be 
advanced.  One  of  the  abuses  which  they  sought  to 
reform  was  the  regulation  or  limitation,  by  law,  of 
freight  charges,  by  railroad  companies.  In  1871 
this  movement  became  so  strong  in  Minnesota  and 
Illinois  as  to  control  the  legislatures  of  those  states 
and  they  passed  laws  fixing  maximum  charges  for 
transportation  of  freight  and  passengers.  In  1873 
the  Grange  movement  controlled  the  legislature 
of  Iowa,  and  a  similar  act  was  passed.  The  law 
which  went  into  effect  July  4,  1874,  in  no  case  com- 
pelled the  railroads  to  carry  freight  at  a  lower  rate 
than  they  had  voluntarily  carried  it  in  the  past. 
The  average  rates  fixed  by  law  were  actually  higher 
than  the  rates  at  which  the  railroads  had  pre- 
viously carried  a  large  portion  of  corresponding 
freight.  But  the  law  prevented  the  roads  from 
charging  exorbitant  rates  at  points  where  there  was 
no  competition  to  keep  prices  reasonable.  The  rail- 
road companies  made  a  powerful  fight  against  such 
legislation  and  carried  cases  to  the  highest  courts 


to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  laws.  The 
supreme  court  of  the  state  and  of  the  United  States 
sustained  the  laws.  These  laws  remained  in  force 
until  1878,  when  they  were  repealed  and  a  railroad 
commission  was  provided  for  by  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture. This  act  did  not  give  the  commissioners 
sufficient  power  to  correct  abuses,  and  after  a  long 
and  fierce  struggle  in  1887,  the  people  secured  the 
election  of  a  legislature  that  gave  the  railroad  com- 
mission enlarged  power,  sufficient  to  correct  most 
of  the  evils  within  the  limits  of  the  state. 

KATE  SHELLY'S  HEROIC  DEED. 

It  was  a  wild  night  on  the  6th  of  July,  1881;  the 
rain  was  coming  down  like  a  cloudburst;  the  fierce 
wind  howled  among  the  swaying  tree  tope;  sharp 
flashes  of  lightning  and  startling  clape  of  thunder 
shook  the  houses.  It  was  in  the  valley  and  gorges 
of  the  east  bank  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  where 
the  wild  torrents  of  Honey  creek,  swollen  by  the 
heavy  rains,  was  rushing  with  a  mighty  roar  towards 
the  river.  A  bridge  on  the  line  of  the  Northwest- 
em  railroad,  a  few  miles  west  of  Boone,  spanned 
this  creek.  The  flood  had  undermined  the  abut- 
ment and  an  engine  sent  out  from  Boone  to  inspect 
the  track  before  the  arrival  of  the  eastward  bound 
passenger  train,  went  down  through  the  wrecked 
bridge  in  the  water,  now  twenty  feet  deep.  Two 
men  on  the  engine  perished,  and  two  others  escaped 
by  clinging  to  tree  tops.  The  Shelly  cabin  was 
near  by,  where  Mrs.  Shelly  and  her  sixteen-year- 
old  daughter,  Kate,  lived.  They  heard  the  wild  cry 
of  the  men  as  the  engine  carried  them  into  the  tor- 
rent below  when  the  bridge  went  down  in  the 
flood.  The  women  heard  the  cry  above  the  roar  of 
the  storm  and  Kate  at  once  determined  to  go  to  the 
aid  of  those  in  pdril.  She  took  a  miner's  lamp  and 
flxed  a  lantern  and  started  out  in  the  wild  storm, 
towards  the  railroad  bridge,  from  which  the  cry  of 
distress  seemed  to  come.  Her  course  was  around 
a  bluff  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  through  brush  and 
over  fallen  trees,  which  tore  her  clothing  and 
scratched  her  face  and  neck.  The  ground  was 
slippery  and  pools  of  water  fllled  every  depression. 
Wet  and  chilled,  torn  and  bleeding,  the  brave  girl 
kept  on  until  she  reached  the  roaring  torrent  where 
the  bridge  and  engine  went  down.  There,  clinging 
to  a  tree  top,  was  the  engineer,  who  told  her  of  the 
disaster  and  death  of  his  companions.  She  could  do 
nothing  to  help  him,  but  knowing  that  the  passenger 
train  would  soon  be  due  from  the  west,  she  urged  the 
engineer  to  hold  on  until  she  could  go  to  Moingona, 
a  mile  distant,  and  cross  the  river,  to  warn  the 
coming  train  and  get  help  to  rescue  the  men  cling- 
ing to  the  trees.  When  she  came  to  the  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Des  Moines  river,  her  light  gave 
out  and  she  could  only  feel  the  way  over  the  long 
bridge  which  had  no  floor  aside  from  the  cross  ties, 
which  were  eighteen  inches  apart.    She  dare  not 
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undertake  to  walk  over  these  ties  in  the  fierce 
storm  that  came  with  terrific  force  at  that  height, 
against  which  she  could  hardly  stand.  But,  crawl- 
ing on  hands  and  knees,  the  heroic  girl  kept  on, 
while  the  fearful  gusts  of  wind  nearly  swept  her 
from  the  bridge  many  times  before  she  reached  the 
west  shore,  nearly  exhausted,  but  firm  of  purpose 
as  ever.  Springing  to  her  feet  she  ran  on  to  the 
Station,  gave  the  alarm  and  the  approaching  train 
was  saved  from  a  terrible  wreck.  An  engine  was 
soon  started  for  the  wrecked  bridge  with  men  and 
implements  to  rescue  the  imperiled  survivors, 
and  Kate  was  taken  along  as  a  guide.  When  they 
reached  the  fallen  bridge  it  was  necessary  to  go  up 
the  creek  until  a  bridge  could  be  found  where  they 
could  cross  over  the  swollen  torrent  to  rescue  the 
men  on  the  other  side.  In  all  this  groping  in  the 
dark  Kate  was  the  guide,  conducting  the  party 
down  the  east  bank  to  where  the  two  men  were 
still  clinging  to  the  tree  tops,  and  they  were  at  last 
rescued,  but  two  others  went  down  to  death  in  the 
wreck.  When  all  was  over,  the  passenger  train 
saved,  and  the  men  rescued,  Kate  sank  down,  over- 
come by  the  mental  strain,  the  exposure  and  unpar- 
alleled exertions  that  had  carried  her  through  the 
fearful  ordeal,  that  would  have  appalled  the  strong- 
est man.  For  a  long  time  her  recovery  was  doubt- 
ful but  a  good  constitution  brought  her  through. 
The  great  railroad  company,  whose  train  the  heroic 
girl  had  saved  from  an  awful  fate,  by  risking  her  own 
life,  manifested  very  poor  appreciation  of  her  noble 
deed.  It  made  her  a  trifiing  present,  and  there 
ended  its  gratitude.  The  traveling  men  presented 
her  with  a  gold  watch  as  a  token  of  recognition  of 
her  brave  and  humane  deed.  The  state  legislature 
presented  to  her  a  gold  medal  and  $200  as  a  token 
of  the  public  appreciation  of  her  heroism.  For 
long  years  Kate  was  the  main  support  of  her 
widowed  mother  and  younger  children,  and  al- 
though her  name  became  known  and  honored 
throughout  the  country,  and  wherever  brave  deeds 
command  admiration,  her  life  has  been  one  of  hard 
toil  and  sacrifices.  The  sum  the  Northwestern 
Railroad  company  would  have  paid  for  a  single  life 
among  the  many  that  must  have  been  sacrificed  but 
for  the  heroism  of  the  humble  little  Irish  girl, 
would  have  brought  comfort  and  plenty  for  life  to 
Kate  Shelly  and  the  widow's  family. 

THE  TORNADO  OP  1882. 

The  second  great  tornado  passed  over  a  portion 
of  central  Iowa  on  the  early  evening  of  Saturday, 
June  17,  1882.  It  was  first  seen  by  the  citizens  of 
Greene  county  about  4  o'clock.  An  eye  witncBs  at 
Angus,  in  Boone  county,  writes  that  **  It  hung  over 
us  for  nearly  an  hour,  whirling  and  increasing  in 
volume  as  the  clouds  from  the  northwest  met  those 
from  the  southeast,  joining  together  and  whirling 
as  the  huge  mass  started  off  southeast.  The  column. 


after  traveling  rapidly  for  a  few  minutes,  seemed 
to  put  forth  a  pointer  to  the  earth,  and  immediately 
there  arose  from  the  column  a  black,  seething  mass, 
and  it  traveled  rapidly  towards  Ogden.  It  was  a 
grand  and  fearful  sight.  I  have  seen  waterspouts 
at  sea  and  this  looked  exactly  like  them."  It  seems 
first  to  have  reached  the  ground  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Des  Moines  river,  some  six  miles  northwest  of 
Madrid,  where  the  destruction  began,  taking  houses, 
barns,  and  trees,  killing  people  and  stock.  Pass- 
ing on  through  Story  county,  about  six  miles  south 
of  Ames,  and  bearing  southeast  into  Jasper,  and  on 
to  Poweshiek,  sometimes  raising  from  the  ground 
for  several  miles,  and  again  descending  to  the 
earth,  destroying  everything  in  its  path.  As  the 
great  black  mass  of  clouds  swept  on  in  a  general 
easterly  course,  small  whirlwinds  seemed  to  be 
forming  from  time  to  time,  some  suspended  high  in 
the  air,  and  again  lowering  downward  until  they 
swept  the  earth  with  irresistible  force.  Central 
Iowa  seemed  to  be  in  a  vast  cyclone  pressure,  as  it 
developed  terrific  storms  in  Keokuk,  Johnson,  and 
Henry  counties,  all  doing  more  or  less  damage. 
The  great  storm  cloud  moved  at  the  rate  of  about 
forty-five  miles  an  hour  on  its  easterly  course,  and 
tornadoes  or  whirlwinds  were  continually  forming 
and  disappearing.  The  velocity  of  the  wind  in  the 
whirlwinds,  or  rotary  motion,  was  estimated  to  be 
200  miles  an  hour.  The  cyclone  conditions  con- 
tinued until  June  24th,  doing  great  damage  in 
Buchanan,  Palo  Alto,  Clarke,  Sioux,  Clay,  and 
other  counties. 

The  greatest  destruction  was  in  the  college 
town  of  Grinnell.  The  first  indications  of  the  im- 
pending horror  at  this  place  are  described  as  fol- 
lows: **The  peculiar  aspect  of^the  sky  was  very 
striking  towards  night.  The  northern  sky  was  hung 
with  conical,  downward  pointing  clouds,  the  like 
of  which  none  of  us  had  ever  seen.  After  sunset 
the  western  horizon  and  sky,  half  way  up  to  the 
zenith,  was  lurid,  brilliant  and  unearthly,  an 
ominous  sight,  which  fascinated  while  it  filled  one 
with  ill-defined  dread.  Almost  before  the  brilliant 
apparition  in  the  west  disappeared  the  storm  broke. 
It  came  with  an  awful  roar,  like  a  dozen  heavy 
freight  trains  passing  rapidly  over  a  long  bridge. 
Chimneys,  trees,  barns,  and  houses  were  torn  to 
pieces  and  were  hurled  through  the  air.  The  total 
darkness  that  had  suddenly  come  down  was  now 
lighted  up  by  continuous  flashes  of  lightning,  and 
the  mighty  power  of  the  whirlwind  swept  every- 
thing from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Then  came  a 
deluge  of  water,  as  though  a  cloud  had  burst  and 
emptied  a  lake  upon  the  earth.  In  going  through 
the  first  quarter  of  the  town  the  waterspout,  or 
whirlwind,  performed  one  of  its  great  loops  or 
quarter  circles,  in  which  it  appeared  to  turn  about 
every  three  miles.  It  struck  Grinnell  on  its  high- 
est land,  along  the  ridge  of  its  best  and  finest 
houses,  and  no  pen  can  picture  and  no  mind  com- 
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prehend  the  instant  and  utter  ruin  it  wroug^ht,  and 
the  swath  of  death  and  desolation  it  left  in  its  path, 
all  done  in  less  than  three  minutes.  As  the  tor- 
nado turned  this  first  loop,  crashing  in  pieces  every 
house  in  its  pathway,  it  killed,  mutilated,  and  so 
completely  covered  with  mud  the  bodies,  that  they 
could  not  be  recognized  until  they  were  washed. 
It  swept  houses  so  completely  out  of  existence  that 
nothing  was  left  of  the  structures  but  the  cellars. 
It  tore  great  trees  into  splinters,  and  stripped  the 
bark  entirely  off  of  others.  It  passed  on  with  its 
gyrating  motion  and  loops,  crushing  two  more 
squares  filled  with  beautiful  homes.  Then  the  two 
fine  college  buildings  went  down  in  shapeless  ruins 
before  its  irresistible  power.  It  hurled  thirty 
loaded  cars  from  the  Central  railroad,  then  rushed 
away  down  the  valley  of  Bear  creek  and  hurled  a 


loss  in  property  of  the  last,  though  traversing  but 
about  one-third  of  the  distance  of  the  former,  was 
considerably  greater,  and  the  loss  of  life  about  one- 
third  of  that  of  1860. 

J.  L.  Brown,  auditor  of  state,  was  re-elected  at 
the  election  of  1884,  to  serve  two  years  from 
January  1,  1885.  When  he  filed  his  bond  for  a 
second  term.  Governor  Sherman  declined  to 
approve  it,  for  the  following  reason:  ''That  the 
auditor  had  not  accounted  for  the  funds  and 
property  in  his  hands  during  his  first  term,  as  the 
law  specifically  requires."  A  commission  was 
appointed  by  the  governor  to  examine  into  the 
affairs  of  the  auditor's  office,  and  upon  their  report, 
the  governor  issued  an  order  suspending  the  auditor 
from  office.  The  auditor  declined  to  vacate  the 
office,  and  on  the  19lh  of  March,  1885,  the  auditor 
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Rock  Island  train  in  the  ditch,  crushing  to  death  two 
men  in  its  fall.  Six  miles  from  Grinnell  it  swept 
through  the  village  of  Malcom,  leaving  death  and 
destruction  in  its  path. 

Thirty-nine  people  were  killed  in  Grinnell  and 
thirty  others  along  the  line  of  the  tornado  and 
nearly  500,  more  or  less,  injured,  of  whom  many 
died.  In  Grinnell  the  property  loss  was  estimated 
at  $400,000,  and  outside  of  Grinnell  at  $500,000;  150 
buildings  were  destroyed  in  Grinnell. 

Governor  Sherman  issued  an  appeal  to  the 
people  of  the  state  for  aid  for  the  sufferers,  which 
was  most  liberally  responded  to  by  the  people.  The 
line  traversed  by  this  tornado  was  about  150  miles 
in  length,  while  that  of  the  great  tornado  of  1860, 
was  about  450.  But  twenty-two  years  had  given  the 
state  such  a  vast  increase  in  population,  that  the 


was  forcibly  ejected  from  the  office  by  the  military 
power  of  the  state,  by  order  of  the  governor.  J.  W. 
Cattell  was  appointed  by  the  governor  on  the  same 
day  to  fill  the  position.  After  the  expiration  of 
Governor  Sherman's  term  of  office  and  the 
inauguration  of  Governor  Larrabee,  J.  L  Brown 
was  reinstated.  At  the  session  of  the  legislature 
of  1886,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate 
the  auditor's  office,  and  upon  its  report,  charges 
were  filed  against  J.  L.  Brown,  auditor,  and  upon 
these  charges  the  house  presented  articles  of 
impeachment,  and  the  senate  proceeded  to  try  the 
case  against  Auditor  Brown,  as  a  court  of  impeach- 
ment. 

On  the  13th  of  April  Mr.  Brown  was  again  sus- 
pended from  office  pending  the  trial,  and  Charles 
Beardsley  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place.    There 
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were  thirty  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
auditor.  The  principal  charges  were  the  following: 

Article  1  charges  that  from  1883  to  1885  Brown 
received  fees  for  copies  of  official  records  to  the 
amount  of  $600,  and  failed  to  account  for  them. 

Articles  7,  8,  9  and  10  charge  official  misconduct 
in  the  examination  of  the  Bremer  County  bank. 

Articles  12,  13, 14  and  15  charge  that  he  drew 
certain  warrants  for  clerk  hire  without  taking 
Touchers  for  theoL 

Articles  16  and  17  charge  that  Brown  resisted 
the  governor's  order  of  suspension,  and  exercised 
the  duties  of  auditor  after  suspension. 

Articles  20,  21,  22,  23  and  24  charge  official  mis- 
conduct in  relation  to  his  deputy,  Stewart,  and 
their  examination  of  banks. 

Articles  28,  29  and  30  charge  that  his  examiners 
of  insurance  companies  were  permitted  to  extort 
exorbitant  fees  from  several  companies. 

After  a  lengthy  trial,  the  senate,  on  the  13th 


day  of  July,  voted  upon  the  various  articles  of 
impeachment.  Every  senator  was  in  his  seat  and 
voted. 

On  articles  1,  2,  3,  4,  5  and  6  every  senator  voted 
"not  guilty."  The  largest  vote  for  conviction  was 
on  article  17,  which  charged  Broyrn  with  resisting 
the  governor's  order  of  suspension,  and  exercising 
the  functions  of  auditor  after  he  was  suspended  and 
before  he  was  reinstated.  On  these  charges  fifteen 
senators  voted  "  guilty  "  and  thirty-five  voted  "  not 
guilty."    It  required  thirty- three  votes  to  convict. 

The  auditor  was  acquitted  on  every  charge  by 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  votes  of  a  full  senate, 
and  on  the  next  day— July  14th —  was  reinstated  in 
office. 

Several  years  after,  the  legislature,  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  refunded  to  J.  L.  Brown  the  amount  he 
had  expended  for  the  employment  of  attorneys  to 
defend  his  right  to  the  office  from  which  he  was 
removed  or  suspended. 


Chapter  XIX. 


The  Tornado  of  1893— Fifty  Years  a  State^Iowa  Oovemors,  Lieutenant-Qovernorsy  United  States  Senators, 
Representatives  in  Congress,  Supreme  Judges,  Secretaries,  AvdiUyi^s,  Treasurers  of  Sta^  and  Attorney-Qenerals, 


THE  TORNADO  OF  1893. 

The  third  great  tornado  which  has  visited  Iowa 
since  it  begun  to  be  settled  by  white  people  began 
near  Quimby,  in  Cherokee  county,  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  July  6,  1893.  It  is  described  by  those  who 
first  saw  it  as  forming  from  two  black  clouds 
approaching  each  other,  one  coming  from  the 
southwest,  the  other  from  the  northwest.  The  air 
had  been  very  sultry,  and  as  these  clouds  came 
swiftly  together  a  cool  breeze  sprang  up  from  the 
east.  As  the  clouds  rush6d  fiercely  together,  the 
fatal  waterspout  form  of  dense  blackness  began 
rapidly  to  reach  down  like  the  huge  trunk  of  an 
elephant,  and  the  deadly  work  began.  As  the 
people  saw  the  swaying,  black  trail  strike  the 
ground,  they  realized  that  a  terrible  tornado  was 
coming,  and  most  of  those  at  home  ran  into  the  cel- 
lars or  caves.  In  nearly  all  cases  these  proved  to 
be  places  of  safety.  Its  path  was  narrow,  but  in 
this  fatal  line  of  march  houses,  barns,  people  and 
animals  were  hurled  like  feathers  in  a  breeze. 
Nothing  but  the  solid  earth  could  stand  before  its 
mighty  power.  On  the  serpent-like  trail  swept, 
leaving  destruction,  death  and  desolation  in  its 
path.  It  passed  on  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
into  Buena  Vista  county.  Sometimes  the  destroy- 
ing trail  raised  from  the  ground  for  several  miles, 
and  again  it  would  drop  down,  sweeping  everything 
off  the  face  of  the  earth.  It  went  through  Storm 
Lake,  raising  the  water  100  feet  in  the  air,  just 
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missing  the  town  of  the  same  name  and  on  towards 
Fonda,  taking  farm  buildings  and  leaving  dead  and 
mangled  people  in  its  track.  Sometimes  from  three 
to  four  of  the  black  trails  would  be  seen  hanging 
from  the  mass  of  clouds,  one  reaching  the  ground 
and  others  suspended  in  the  air,  all  sending  off  a 
fearful  roaring  sound.  It  passed  south  of  Fonda 
and  struck  Pomeroy  at  about  6:40  P.  M.  It  passed 
through  the  residence  part  of  the  town,  making 
complete  destruction  over  a  space  1,200  feet  in 
width,  and  partial  destruction  for  a  width  of  1,800 
feet.  Twenty  blocks  were  swept  clean  of  every 
thing  above  ground,  and  80  per  cent  of  the  resi- 
dences of  the  town  were  destroyed.  The  human 
victims  bore  evidence  on  their  persons  that  the  air 
was  filled  with  swiftly  moving  splinters,  sand,  mud, 
plaster,  limbs  of  trees  and  other  movable  objects. 
Those  who  were  near  the  path  of  destruction 
but  just  missed  it,  described  the  appearance  as  it 
struck  the  town,  as  a  rolling,  whirling,  writhing 
mass  of  greenish  blackness  from  and  through 
which  millions  of  tongues  of  electric  fiame  darted 
and  twisted  in  fearful  fantastic  shapes.  The  sight 
was  grand,  awful  and  harrowing  to  the  strongest 
nerves.  The  survivors  who  were  just  outside  of  the 
terrible  path,  and  first  looked  upon  the  ground,  say 
that  for  a  few  minutes,  not  a  living  object  was  seen. 
Every  live  person  was  stunned.  They  wondered  if 
there  was  a  living  person  in  the  path  of  destruction. 
But  soon  the  wail  of  distress  began.  The  cries  of 
agony,  the  groans  of  anguish,  and  the  calls  for  help. 
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The  rain  was  falling^  in  torrents  and  women  and 
children  were  calling  frantically  for  the  members 
of  their  families.  Darkness  soon  came  down  on  the 
scene  of  awful  desolation,  where  the  survivors  were 
busy  rescuing  the  wounded.  Out  of  a  population  of 
1,000  persons  but  twenty-one  families  were  left  with 
no  dead  or  wounded  of  their  own  to  care  for.  A 
citizen  says  **the  heartaches  of  the  uninjured 
almost  equaled  the  sufferings  of  those  whose 
mangled  bodies  could  not  much  longer  contain  the 
breath  of  life.  Men,  women  and  children  were 
tortured  in  nearly  all  the  cruel  modes  that  the 
ingenious  savage  could  contrive,  for  while  none 
were  consumed  by  flames,  yet  many  were  scorched 
and  burned  by  the  subtle  fluid  accompanying  the 
death-dealing  tornado.  Some  had  rough  stakes 
thrust  into  their  bodies  to  the  depth  of  several 
inches;  some  had  limbs  crushed,  broken  or  torn 
from  their  bodies,  while  others  were  scalped  as 
savagely  as  though  done  by  an  Indian.  One 
woman's  scalp  was  torn  back  on  top  of  her  head, 
and  then  a  nail  had  been  driven  deep  into  the 
tender  place  left  open.  People  were  rushing  to 
and  fro  frantic  with  grief  and  anxiety  for  missing 
relatives  or  friends,  and  many  were  too  over- 
whelmed for  expression  in  words  or  cries.  The 
number  killed  and  fatally  injured  in  Pomeroy  was 
forty-nine,  and  in  other  places  twenty-two,  making 
the  total  number  of  deaths  from  the  tornado, 
seventy-one.  One  hundred  and  fifty  homes  were 
destroyed  and  the  property  loss  was  estimated  to 
exceed  $250,000.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
people  were  wounded  who  survived,  many  badly 
crippled  for  life.  Governor  Boies  issued  an  appeal 
to  the  public  for  aid  for  those  who  lost  their  homes 
and  property,  and  the  people  responded  liberally. 
The  amount  contributed  in  money  was  over  $69,000, 
while  food,  clothing,  lumber  and  other  supplies 
worth  many  thousands  more  were  donated  by  the 
people.  The  entire  track  of  the  tornado  was  less 
than  sixty  miles  in  length.  In  comparing  the 
three  great  tornadoes  that  have  visited  Iowa,  we 
find  that  all  originated  in  northwestern  Iowa,  and 
were  first  seen  forming  between  4  and  5  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  June  and  July  days.  Their  com- 
parative magnitude  may  be  judged  from  the  follow- 
ing items: 

Date,  1860;  miles  traversed,  450;  number  killed, 
194;  value  of  property  destroyed,  $700,000. 

Date,  1882;  miles  traversed,  150;  number  killed, 
69;  value  of  property  destroyed,  $900,000. 

Date,  1893;  miles  traversed,  60;  number  killed, 
71;  value  of  property  destroyed,  $250,000. 

It  was  fifty  years  on  the  28th  day  of  December, 
1896,  since  Iowa  became  a  state  in  the  union.  At 
the  time  of  its  admission  its  population  was  102,388. 
It  is  now  more  than  2,000,000.  During  this  fifty 
years  there  has  been  brought  under  cultivation 
more  than  25,000,000  acres  of  wild  prairie.  The 
farms  thus  made,  in  1895  yielded  products  to  the 


value  of  more  than  $400,000,000.  The  value  of  the 
products  of  our  mines  and  factories  was  more  than 
$70,000,000.  The  assessed  value  of  the  entire 
property  of  the  state  has  in  that  time  increased 
from  $12,271,000  to  $559,650,000,  while  the  actual 
value  has  grown  to  $2,800,000,000,  of  which  the 
farms  are  estimated   to  be  worth  $1,088,000,000. 

Our  state  has  now  8,486  miles  of  railroad  pene- 
trating every  one  of  its  ninety-nine  counties,  leaving 
no  farm  in  the  entire  state  twenty  miles  distant 
from  some  line  of  transportation. 

The  state  has  formulated  an  educational  system 
not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  union,  under  which 
530,000  children  in  our  common  schools  annually 
receive  free  instruction,  while  268  academies, 
colleges  and  universities  have  been  established, 
which  furnish  higher  education.  We  have  15,613 
schoolhouses,  exceeding  in  value  the  entire  property 
of  the  state  fifty  years  ago. 

Steady  progress  in  other  directions  is  shown  by 
5,000  churches,  1,019  newspapers  and  periodicals 
and  152  public  libraries,  which  have  grown  up  in 
the  state. 

When  the  war  of  the  rebellion  broke  out,  Iowa 
sent  more  than  78,000  of  her  stalwart  young  men 
to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  union  army,  of  which 
11,000  perished  in  that  terrible  war.  Our  state 
furnished  ofl^cers  competent  to  command  armies 
and  military  departments.  It  has  given  the  nation 
some  of  its  most  illustrious  statesmen,  judges  and 
soldiers. 


TERRITORIAL  OFFICERS  FROM  1838  TO  1846. 


GOVERNORS. 

Robert  Lucas;  appointed  1838. 

John  Chambers;  appointed  1841. 

James  Clarke;  appointed  November,  1845. 

SECRETARIES. 

William  C.  Conway;  appoinded  1838;  died  in  office, 

November,  1839. 
James  Clarke;  appointed  1839. 
O.  H.  W.  Stull;  appointed  1841. 
Samuel  J.  Burr;  appointed  1843. 
Jesse  Williams;  appointed  1845. 

AUDITORS. 
(Office  created  Jann&ry  7, 1840.) 

Jesse  Williams;  appointed  January  14, 1840. 
William  L.  Gilbert;  appointed  January  23,  1843; 

reappointed  February  27,  1844. 
Robert  M.  Secrest;  appointed  1845. 

TREASURERS. 
(Office  created  January  24, 1839.) 

Thornton  Bayless;  appointed  January  23, 1839. 
Morgon  Reno;  appointed  1840. 
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DELEGATES  IN  CONORVSS. 

William  W.  Chapman,  from  1838  to  1840. 
A.  C.  Dodge,  from  1841  to  1847. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Charles  Mason,  chief  justice,  1838  to  1846. 
Joseph  Williams,  associate  justice,  1838  to  1846. 
Thomas  S.  Wilson,  associate  justice,  1838  to  1846. 


STATE  OFFICERS  FROM  1846  TO  1899. 
GOVERNORS. 

Ansel  Briggs,  Jackson  county;  elected  October 
26,  1846. 

Stephen  Hempstead,  Dubuque  county;  elected 
August  5,  1850. 

James  W.  Grimes,  Des  Moines  county;  elected 
August  3, 1854. 

Ralph  P.  Lowe,  Lee  county;  elected  October  13, 
1857. 

Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  Johnson  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 11,  1859. 

Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood,  Johnson  county;  re-elected 
October  8, 1861. 

William  M.  Stone,  Marion  county;  elected  October 
13, 1863. 

William  M.  Stone,  Marion  county;  re-elected  Octo- 
ber 10, 1865. 

Samuel  Merrill,  Clayton  county;  elected  October 

8,  1867. 

Samuel  Merrill,  Clayton  county;  re-elected  October 
12,1869. 

Cyrus  C.  Carpenter,  Webster  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 10,  1871. 

Cyrus  C.  Carpenter,  Webster  county;  re-elected 
October  14, 1873. 

Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  Johnson  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 12,  1875;  resigned  February  1,  1877,  having 
been  elected  United  States  senator. 

Joshua  G.  Newbold,  Henry  county;  lieutenant- 
governor;  took  oath  of  office  as  governor  Febru- 
ary 1,  1877. 

John  H.  Gear,  Des  Moines  county;  elected  October 

9,  1877. 

John  H.  Grear,  Des  Moines  county;  re-elected  Octo- 
ber 14, 1879. 

Buren  R.  Sherman,  Benton  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 11, 1881. 

Buren  R.  Sherman,  Benton  county;  re-elected  Octo- 
ber 9, 1883. 

William  Larrabee,  Fayette  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 3, 1885. 

William  Larrabee,  Fayette  county;  re-elected  No- 
vember 8,  1887. 

Horace  Boies,  Black  Hawk  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 5,  1889. 

Horace  Boies,  Black  Hawk  county;  re-elected  No- 
vember 3,  1891. 


Frank  D.  Jackson,  Polk  county;  elected  November 
7, 1893. 

Francis  M.  Drake,  Appanoose  county;  elected 
November  5, 1895. 

Leslie  M.  Shaw,  Crawford  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 2,  1897. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS. 
(Ofiloe  created  September  3, 1857,  by  the  new  constitution.) 

Oran  Faville,  Mitchell  county;  elected  October  13, 

1857. 
Nicholas  J.  Rusch,  Scott  county;  elected  October 

11,  1859. 

John  R.  Needham,  Mahaska  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 8,  1861. 

Enoch  W.  Eastman,  Hardin  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 13,  1863. 
^Benjamin  F.  Gue,  Webster  county;  elected  October 
^*  10,  1866. 

John  Scott,  Story  county;  elected  October  8, 1867. 

Madison  M.  Walden,  Appanoose  county;  qualified 
January  14,  1870;  resigned  187  L 

Henry  C.  Bulls,  Winneshiek  county;  appointed  by 
the  governor  September  13,  1871,  and  elected  to 
the  office  October  10,  1871. 

Joseph  Dysart,  Tama  county;  elected  October  14, 
1873. 

Joshua  G.  Newbold,  Henry  county;  elected  October 

12,  1875;  became  governor  February,  1877. 
Frank  T.  Campbell,  Jasper  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 9,  1877;  re-elected  October  14,  1879. 

Orlando  H.  Manning,  Carroll  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 11, 1881;  re-elected  October  9, 1883;  resigned 
October  12,  1885. 

John  A.  T.  Hull,  Polk  county;  elected  November 
3,  1885;  re-elected  November  8,  1887. 

Alfred  N.  Poyneer,  Tama  county,  elected  Novem- 
ber 5, 1889. 

Samuel  L.  Bestow,  Lucas  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 3,  1891. 

Warren  S.  Dungan,  Lucas  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 7,  1893. 

Matt  Parrott,  Black  Hawk  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 5, 1895. 

J.  C.  Milliman,  Harrison  county;  elected  November 
2, 1897. 


REPRESENTATION  IN  CONGRESS. 
XXIX   CONGRESS— 1846  TO  1847. 

U.  8.  SencUor8. 

First  General  Assembly  failed  to  elect. 

Bepresentatives, 

S.  Clinton  Hastings,  Muscatine. 
Shepherd  Leffler,  Burlington. 
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XXX  CONGRESS— 1847  TO  1849. 

17.  S.  Senators, 
Augustus  C.  Dodge,  Burlington;  elected  December 

7,  1848. 
George  W.  Jones,  Dubuque;  elected  December  7, 
1848. 

BepreserUatives, 

William  Thompson,  Mt.  Pleasant,  First  district. 
Shepherd  Leffler,  Burlington,  Second  district. 

XXXI  CONGRESS— 1849  TO  1851. 

17.  *S.  Senators, 

George  W.  Jones,  Dubuque. 

Augustus  G.  Dodge,  Burlington;  re-elected  Janu- 
ary 10, 1849. 

Representatives, 

First  session,  William  Thompson,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
First  district;  unseated  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  a  contest,  and  the  election  remand- 
ed to  the  people. 

Second  session,  Daniel  F.  Miller,  Ft.  Madison, 
First  district;  elected  September  4,  1850. 

Shepherd  Leffler,  Burlington,  Second  district. 

XXXII  CONGRESS— 1851  TO  1853. 

U.  S,  Senators, 
George  W.  Jones,  Dubuque. 
Augustus  G.  Dodge,  Burlington. 

Bepresentatives, 
Bernhart  Henn,  Fairfield,  First  district. 
Lincoln  Glark,  Dubuque,  Second  district. 

XXXIII  CONGRESS— 1853  TO  1855. 

U,  S,  Senators, 
Augustus  G.  Dodge,  Burlington. 
George  W.  Jones,  Dubuque;  re- elected  December 
21, 1852. 

Bepresentatives. 
Bernhart  Henn,  Fairfield,  First  district. 
John  P.  Gook,  Davenport,  Second  district. 

XXXIV  CONGRESS— 1855  TO  1857. 

U,  S,  Senators, 
George  W.  Jones,  Dubuque. 

James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant;  elected  January  6, 
1855,  and  January  17,  1857.* 
Bepresentatives. 
Augustus  Hall,  Keosauqua,  First  district. 
James  Thorlngton,  Davenport,  Second  district. 

XXXV  CONGRESS— 1857  TO  1859. 
V,  S.  Senators, 
George  W.  Jones,  Dubuque. 
James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

•Election  declared  Illegal  by  the  U.  S.  senate,  January 
SI,  1857;  ag-ain  elected  as  above. 

^Vacated  seat  by  acceptance  of  commission  as  brlg'a- 
dier-general,  and  J.  F.  Wilson  chosen  as  his  successor. 

tBeoame  secretary  of  the  interior  May  1,  1865,  and 
resigned  his  seat  In  the  senate.  Samuel  J.  Klrkwood 
chosen  his  successor  as  above. 


Bepresentatives, 
Samuel  R  Gurtls,  Keokuk,  First  district. 
Timothy  Davis,  Elkader,  Second  district. 

XXXVI  CONGRESS— 1859  TO  1861. 

U.  S,  SmaUyrs. 
James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
James  W.  Grimes,  Burlington;  elected  January  26, 
1858.. 

Bepresentatives, 
Samuel  R  Curtis,  Keokuk,  First  district. 
William  Vandever,  Dubuque,  Second  district. 

XXXVII  CONGRESS— 1861  TO  1863. 

V,  S,  SenaUrrs, 

James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant;  re-elected  January  11, 
1860. 

James  W.  Grimes,  Burlington. 
Bepresentatives, 

First  session,  Samuel  R.  Gurtls,  Keokuk,   First 
district.! 

Second  and  third  sessions,  James  F.  Wilson,  Fair- 
field, First  district;  elected  October  8, 1861. 

William  Vandever,  Dubuque,  Second  district. 

XXXVin  CONGRESS— 1863  TO  1865. 

U,  8,  Senators, 
James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
James  W.  Grimes,  Burlington. 

Bepresentatives, 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield,  First  district. 
Hiram  Price,  Davenport,  Second  district. 
William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
Joeiah  B.  Grlnnell,  Grlnnell,  Fourth  district. 
John  A.  Kasson,  Des  Moines,  Fifth  district. 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Sioux  City,  Sixth  district. 

XXXIX  CONGRESS— 1865  TO  1867. 

L^  S,  Senators, 

James  Harlan,  Mt  Pleasant 4 
James  W.  Grimes,  Burlington. 
Samuel  J.  Klrkwood,  Iowa  City;  elected  January 
13,  1866. 

Bepresentatives, 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield,  First  district. 
Hiram  Price,  Davenport,  Second  district. 
William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
Joslah  B.  Grlnnell,  Grlnnell,  Fourth  district. 
John  A.  Kasson,  Des  Moines,  Fifth  district. 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Sioux  City,  Sixth  district. 

XL  CONGRESS— 1867  TO  1869. 

U,  S,  Senators, 
James  W.  Grimes,  Burlington. 
James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant;  elected  January  13, 
1866. 

Bepresentatives, 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield,  First  district. 
Hiram  Price,  Davenport,  Second  district. 
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William  B.  AlliBon,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
William  Loughrids^e,  Oskaloosa,  Fourth  district. 
Grenville  M.  Dodge,  Council  Bluffs,  Fifth  district. 
Asahel  W.  Hubbard,  Sioux  City,  Sixth  district. 

XLI  CX)NQRESS— 1869  TO  1871. 

U,  8.  Senators, 

James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

James  B.  Howell,  Keokuk;  elected  January  20, 1870, 

to  fill  vacancy  caused   by  the  resignation  of 

James  W.  Grimes. 

Bepresentatives, 

George  W.  McCrary,  Keokuk,  First  district. 
William  Smyth,  Marion,  Second  district. 
William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
William  Loughrldge,  Oskaloosa,  Fourth  district. 
Frank  W.  Palmer,  Des  Moines,  Fifth  district. 
Charles  Pomeroy,  Sixth  district. 

XLn  CONGRESS— 1871  TO  1873. 

U.  8.  Senators. 
James  Harlan,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
George  G.  Wright,  Des  Moines;  elected  January 
20, 1870;  term  commenced  March  4, 1871. 

Bepresentatives. 

George  W.  McCrary,  Keokuk,  First  district. 
Aylett  R.  Cotton,  Clinton,  Second  district. 
W.  G.  Donnan,  Independence,  Third  district. 
Madison  M.  Walden,  Centerville,  Fourth  district. 
Frank  W.  Palmer,  Des  Moines,  Fifth  district. 
Jackson  Orr,  Boonsboro,  Sixth  district. 

XLin  CONGRESS -1873  TO  1875. 

U.  S.  Senators. 

George  G.  Wright,  Des  Moines. 
William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque;  elected  January  16, 
1872;  term  commenced  March  4, 1873. 

Bepresentatives. 

George  W.  McCrary,  Keokuk,  First  district. 
Aylett  R.  Cotton,  Clinton,  Second  district. 
William  G.  Donnan,  Independence,  Third  district. 
Henry  O.  Pratt,  Charles  City,  Fourth  district. 
James  Wilson,  Traer,  Fifth  district. 
William  Loughrldge,  Oskaloosa,  Sixth  district. 
John  A.  KasBon,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district. 
James  W.  McDill,  Afton,  Eighth  district. 
Jackson  Orr,  Boonsboro,  Ninth  district. 

XIAV  CONGRESS— 1875  TO  1877. 

U.  S.  SenaUyrs. 

George  G.  Wright,  Des  Moines. 
William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 

Bepresentatives, 

George  W.  McCrary,  Keokuk,  First  district. 
John  Q.  Tufts,  Tipton,  Second  district. 


L.  L.  Ainsworth,  West  Union,  Third  district. 
Henry  O.  Pratt,  Charles  City,  Fourth  district. 
James  Wilson,  Traer,  Fifth  district. 
Ezekiel  S.  Sampson,  Sigourney,  Sixth  district. 
John  A.  KassoD,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district. 
James  W.  McDill,  Afton,  Eighth  district. 
Addison  Oliver,  Onawa,  Ninth  district. 

XLV  CONGRESS— 1877  TO  1879. 

v.  S.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 
Samuel  J.  Kirk  wood,  Iowa  City;  elected  January 
25, 1876. 

Bepresentatives. 

J.  C.  Stone,  Burlington,  First  district. 

Hiram  Price,  Davenport,  Second  district. 

T.  W.  Burdick,  Decorah,  Third  district. 

N.  C.  Deering,  Osage,  Fourth  district. 

Rush  Clark,  Iowa  City,  Fifth  district. 

E.  S.  Sampson,  Sigourney,  Sixth  district. 

H.  J.  B.  Cummings,  Winterset,  Seventh  district. 

W.  F.  Sapp,  Council  Bluffs,  Eighth  district. 

Addison  Oliver,  Onawa,  Ninth  district. 

XLVI    CONGRESS— 1879  TO  1881. 

U.  S.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque;  elected  January  29, 

1878. 
Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  Iowa  City. 

BepreserUatives. 

M.  A.  McCoid,  Fairfield,  First  district. 
Hiram  Price,  Davenport,  Second  district. 
Thomas  Updegraflf,  McGregor,  Third  district. 
N.  C.  Deering,  Osage,  Fourth  district. 
Rush  Clark,  Iowa  City,  Fifth  district. 
J.  B.  Weaver,  Bloomfield,  Sixth  district. 
E.  H.  Gillette,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district. 
William  F.  Sapp,  Council  Bluffs,  Eighth  district. 
C.  C.  Carpenter,  Ft.  Dodge,  Ninth  district. 

XLVn  CONGRESS— 1881  TO  1883. 
U.  S.  Senators. 

James  W.  McDill,  Afton;  appointed  by  the  governor, 
March  8,  1881,  to  fill  vacancy  by  resignation  of 
S.  J.  Kirkwood. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 

Bepresentatives. 

M.  A.  McCoid,  Fairfield,  First  district. 
S.  S.  Farwell,  Monticello,  Second  district. 
Thomas  Updegraff,  McGregor,  Third  district. 
N.  C.  Deering,  Osage,  Fourth  district. 
W.  G.  Thompson,  Marion,  Fifth  district. 
M.  E.  Cutts,  Oskaloosa,  Sixth  district 
John  A.  Kasson,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district. 
W.  P.  Hepburn,  Clarinda,  Eighth  district. 
C.  C.  Carpenter,  Ft.  Dodge,  Ninth  district. 
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XLVin  CONGRESS— 1883  TO  1885. 

U,  8.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield;  elected  January  17, 
1882. 

Representatives. 

M.  A.  McCoid,  Fairfield,  First  district. 
J.  H.  Murphy,  Davenport,  Second  district. 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
L.  H.  Weller,  Nashua,  Fourth  district. 
James  Wilson,  Traer,  Fifth  district. 
M.  E.  Cutte,  Oskaloosa,  Sixth  district 
John  A.  Kasson,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district 
William  P.  Hepburn,  Clarinda,  Eighth  district 
W.  H.  M.  Pusey,  Council  Bluffs,  Ninth  district. 

A.  J.  Holmes,  Boone,  Tenth  district. 

Isaac  S.  Struble,  Le  Mars,  Eleventh  district. 

XLIX  CONGRESS— 1885  to  1887. 

U.  S.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque,  elected  January  16, 

1884. 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield. 

Representatives. 

B.  J.  Hall,  Burlington,  First  district 

J.  H.  Murphy,  Davenport,  Second  district. 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dubuque,  Third  district 
William  E.  Fuller,  West  Union,  Fourth  district. 
B.  F.  Frederick,  Marshalltown,  Fifth  district 
J.  B.  Weaver,  Bloomfield,  Sixth  district. 
H.  Y.  Smith,  Des  Moines  (to  fill  vacancy).  Seventh 

district 
W.  P.  Hepburn,  Clarinda,  Eighth  district. 
Joseph  H.  Lyman,  Council  Bluffs,  Ninth  district 
A.  J.  Holmes,  Boone,  Tenth  district. 
Isaac  S.  Struble,  Le  Mars,  Eleventh  district. 

L  CONGRESS— 1887  TO  1889. 

U.  S.  SenaUyrs. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield. 

Representatives. 

John  H.  Gear,  Burlington,  First  district 
Walter  I.  Hayes,  Clinton,  Second  district. 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
William  E.  Fuller,  West  Union,  Fourth  district 
Daniel  Kerr,  Grundy  Center,  Fifth  district. 
James  B.  Weaver,  Bloomfield,  Sixth  district 
E.  H.  Conger,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district 
A.  R.  Anderson,  Sidney,  Eighth  district 
Joseph  Lyman,  Council  Bluffs,  Ninth  district 
A.  J.  Holmes,  Boone,  Tenth  district. 
Isaac  S.  Struble,  Le  Mars,  Eleventh  district. 

*  E.  R.  Haves  elected  in  1800,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by 
resignation  of  £.  H.  Conger. 


LI  CONORBSS— 1889  TO  1891. 

V.  S.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield;  elected  January  18, 
1888. 

Representatives. 

John  H.  Gear,  Burlington,  First  district. 
Walter  I.  Hayes,  Clinton,  Second  district. 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dubuque,  Third  district 
J.  H.  Sweney,  Osage,  Fourth  district. 
David  Kerr,  Grundy  Center,  Fifth  district. 
John  F.  Lacey,  Oskaloosa,  Sixth  district 
Edwin  H.  Conger,  Des  Moines;  K  R  Hays,  Knoz- 

vllle.  Seventh  district.* 
James  P.  Flick,  Bedford,  Eighth  district. 
Joseph  R.  Reed,  Council  Bluffs,  Ninth  district 
J.  P.  Dolliver,  Fort  Dodge,  Tenth  district 
Isaac  S.  Struble,  LeMars,  Eleventh  district. 

Ln  CONORBSS— 1891  TO  1893. 
U.  S.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque;  elected  Maroh  4, 

1890. 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield. 

Representatives. 
J.  J.  Seerley,  Burlington,  First  district 
Walter  I.  Hayes,  Clinton,  Second  district 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
W.  H.  Butler,  West  Union,  Fourth  district 
J.  T.  Hamilton,  Cedar  Rapids,  Fifth  district. 
F.  E.  White,  Hedrick,  Sixth  district 
J.  A.  T.  Hull,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district 
James  P.  Flick,  Bedford,  Eighth  district. 
Thomas  Bowman,  Council  Bluffs,  Ninth  district. 
J.  P.  Dolliver,  Fort  Dodge,  Tenth  district 
George  D.  Perkins,  Sioux  City,  Eleventh  district. 

Lin  CONGRESS— 1893  TO  1895. 
U.  S.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 
James  F.  Wilson,  Fairfield. 

Representatives, 

John  H.  Gear,  Burlington,  First  district 
Walter  I.  Hayes,  Clinton,  Second  district. 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
Thomas  Updegraff,  McGregor,  Fourth  district 
Robert  G.  Cousins,  Tipton,  Fifth  district 
John  F.  Lacey,  Oskaloosa,  Sixth  district 
J.  A.  T.  Hull,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district 
W.  P.  Hepburn,  Clarinda,  Eighth  district. 
A.  L.  Hager,  Greenfield,  Ninth  district. 
J.  P.  Dolliver,  Ft  Dodge,  Tenth  district 
George  D.  Perkins,  Sioux  City,  Eleventh  district 

LIV  CONGRESS— 1895  TO  1897. 

U.  8.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 

John  H.  Gear,  Burlington;  elected  January  16, 1894. 
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Representatives, 

Samuel  M.  Clark,  Keokuk,  First  district. 
George  M.  Curtis,  Clinton,  Second  district. 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
Thomas  Updegraff,  McGregor,  Fourth  district 
Robert  G.  Cousins,  Tipton,  Fifth  district. 
John  F.  Lacey,  Oskaloosa,  Sixth  district. 
J.  A.  T.  Hull,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district. 
W.  P.  Hepburn,  Clarinda,  Eighth  district. 
A.  L.  Hager,  Greenfield,  Ninth  district. 
J.  P.  Dolliver,  Ft.  Dodge,  Tenth  district. 
George  D.  Perkins,  Sioux  City,  Eleventh  district. 

LV  C50N0BESS— 1897  TO  1899. 

U.  8.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque;   elected  January, 

1896. 
John  H.  Gear,  Burlington. 

Bepresentatives, 

Samuel  M.  Clark,  Keokuk,  First  district. 
George  M.  Curtis,  Clinton,  Second  district. 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dabuque,  Third  district. 
Thomas  Updegraff,  McGregor,  Fourth  district. 
Robert  G.  Cousins,  Tipton,  Fifth  district. 
John  F.  Lacey,  Oskaloosa,  Sixth  district. 
J.  A.  T.  Hull,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district. 
W.  P.  Hepburn,  Clarinda,  Eighth  district. 
A.  L.  Hager,  Greenfield,  Ninth  district. 
J.  P.  Dolliver,  Ft.  Dodge,  Tenth  district. 
George  D.  Perkins,  Sioux  City,  Eleventh  district. 

LVI  CXDNGBESS— 1899  TO  1901. 

U.  8.  Senators. 

William  B.  Allison,  Dubuque. 
John  H.  Gear,  Burlington. 

Bepresentatives. 

Thomas  Hedge,  Burlington,  First  district. 
Joseph  R.  Lane,  Davenport,  Second  district. 
David  B.  Henderson,  Dubuque,  Third  district. 
Gilbert  N.  Haugen,  Northwood,  Fourth  district. 
Robert  G.  Cousins,  Tipton,  Fifth  district. 
John  F.  Lacey,  Oskaloosa,  Sixth  district 
J.  A.  T.  Hull,  Des  Moines,  Seventh  district. 
William  P.  Hepburn,  Clarinda,  Eighth  district. 
Smith  McPherson,  Red  Oak,  Ninth  district. 
J.  P.  Dolliver,  Ft.  Dodge,  Tenth  district. 
Lot  Thomas,  Storm  Lake,  Eleventh  district. 


SUPREME  COURT  OF  IOWA. 
OHIEF  JUSTICES. 

Charles  Mason,  Des  Moines  county;  resigned  in 
June,  1847. 

Joseph  Williams,  Muscatine  county;  appointed  by 
the  governor  June,  1847;  term  expired  January 
25,  1848,  by  constitutional  limitation. 


S.  Clinton  Hastings,  Muscatine  county;  appointed 
by  the  governor  January  26,  1848;  term  expired 
January  15, 1849. 

Joseph  Williams,  Muscatine  county;  elected  by  the 
general  assembly  December  7,  1848,  and  com- 
missioned December  26,  1848,  for  six  years— 
from  January  15, 1849. 

George  G.  Wright,  Van  Buren  county;  elected 
January  5, 1855. 

Ralph  P.  Lowe,  Lee  county;  elected  judge  October 
11,  1859,  with  Caleb  Baldwin  and  Laoon  D. 
Stockton,  and,  drawing  the  shortest  term,  be- 
came chief  justice. 

Caleb  Baldwin,  Pottawattamie  county;  elected  as 
above,  and  drawing  the  second  shortest  term, 
became  chief  justice  January  1,  1862. 

George  G.  Wright,  Van  Buren  county;  January  1, 
1864. 

Ralph  P.  Lowe,  Lee  county;  January  1, 1866. 

John  F.  Dillon,  Scott  county;  January  1,  1868. 

Chester  C.  Cole,  Polk  county;  January  1, 1870. 

James  G.  Day,  Fremont  county;  January  1, 1871. 

Joseph  M.  Beck,  Lee  county;  January  1,  1872,  and 
January  1, 1873. 

William  E.  Miller,  Johnson  county;  January  1, 
1874,  and  January  1, 1875. 

Chester  C.  Cole,  Polk  county;  January  1,  1876;  re- 
signed January  17,  1876. 

William  H.  Seevers,  Mahaska  county;  February 
17,  1876. 

James  G.  Day,  Fremont  county;  January  1, 1877. 

James  H.  Rothrock,  Cedar  county;  January  1, 1878. 

Joseph  M.  Beck,  Lee  county;  January  1,  1879. 

Austin  Adams,  Dubuque  county;  January  1,  1880, 
and  January  1,  1881. 

William  H.  Seevers,  Mahaska  county;  January  1, 
1882. 

James  G.  Day,  Fremont  county;  January  1,  1883. 

James  H.  Rothrock,  Linn  county;  January  1, 1884. 

Joseph  M.  Beck,  Lee  county;  January  1,  1885. 

Austin  Adams,  Dubuque  county;  January  1,  1886 
and  1887. 

William  H.  Seevers,  Mahaska  county;  January  1, 
1888. 

Joseph  R.  Reed,  Pottawattamie  county;  January  1, 
1889;  resigned  February  28,  1889. 

Josiah  Given,  Polk  county;  March  12,  1889. 

James  H.  Rothrock,  Linn  county;  January  1, 1890. 

Joseph  M.  Beck,  Lee  county;  January  1,  1891. 

Gifford  S.  Robinson,  Buena  Vista  county,  January 
1,1892. 

Charles  T.  Granger,  Allamakee  county;  January 
1,1894. 

Josiah  Given,  Polk  county;  January  1,  1895. 

James  H.  Rothrock,  Linn  county:  January  1,  1896. 

L.  G.  Kinne,  Tama  county;  January  1,  1897. 

Horace  E.  Deemer,  Montgomery  county;  January 
1,  1898. 

Gifford  S.  Robinson,  Woodbury  county;  January  1, 
1899. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144 


HISTORY   OF   IOWA. 


ASSOCIATE  JUDGES. 

Joseph  Williams,  Muscatine  county;  appointed 
chief  justice  June,  1847. 

Thomas  S.  Wilson,  Dubuque  county;  resigned  in 
October,  1847. 

John  F.  Kinney,  Lee  county;  appointed  by  the 
governor  June  12,  1847,  and  again  January  26, 
1848;  elected  by  the  general  assembly  and  com- 
missioned December  8th;  resignation  accepted 
January  20,  1854,  to  take  effect  February  15th. 

George  Green,  Dubuque  county;  appointed  by  the 
governor  November  1,  1847;  and  again  January 
26, 1848;  elected  by  the  general  assembly  Decem- 
ber 7,  1848;  term  of  oflBce  commenced  January 
15,  1849;  succeeded  by  W.  G.  Woodward. 

Jonathan  C.  Hall,  Des  Moines  county;  appointed  by 
the  governor  January  20, 1854,  to  succeed  Kinney, 
resigned;  succeeded  by  N.  W.  Isbell. 

William  G.  Woodward,  Muscatine  county:  elected 
by  the  general  assembly  January  5,  1855. 

Norman  W.  Isbell,  Linn  county;  elected  by  the 
general  assembly  January  6,  1855;  resigned  in 
1856. 

Laoon  D.  Stockton,  Des  Moines  county;  appointed 
by  the  governor  May  17,  1856,  vice  Isbell,  re- 
signed; elected  by  the  general  assembly  January 

12,  1857;  re-elected,  under  the  present  constitu- 
tion, October  11,  1859;  died  June  9, 1860 

Caleb    Baldwin,    Pottawattamie  county;    elected 

October  11,  1859. 
George  G.  Wright,  Van  Buren  county;  appointed 

by  the  governor  June  19,  1860,  vice  Stockton, 

deceased;  elected  November  6,  1860;  re-elected 

October  10, 1865. 
Ralph  P.  Lowe,  Lee  county;  elected  October  11, 

1859;  re-elected  October  8,  1861. 
John  F.  Dillon,  Scott  county;  elected  October  13, 

1863,  vice  Baldwin. 

Chester  C.  Ck>le,  Polk  county;  appointed  March  1, 

1864,  by  the  governor;  elected  November  8, 1864; 
re-elected  October  11,  1870;  resigned  January 

13,  1876. 

Joseph  M.  Beck,  Lee  county;  elected  October  8, 
1867;  re-elected  October  14,  1873;  re-elected 
October  14,  1879;  re-elected  November  3, 1885. 

Ellas  H.  Williams,  Clayton  county;  appointed  by 
the  governor  January  19,  1870;  resigned  Septem- 
ber 14,  1870. 

James  G.  Day,*^ Fremont  county;  appointed  by  the 
governor  September  1,  1870,  to  succeed  Judge 
Wright;  elected  October  11,  1870;  re-elected 
October  10,  1871;  re-elected  October  9,  1877. 

William^E  Miller,  Johnson  county;  appointed  by 
the  governor  September  14,  1870,  to  succeed 
Judge  Williams;  elected  October  11,  1870. 

Austin  Adams,  Dubuque  county;  elected  October 
12,  1875;  »re-elected  October  11,  1881. 

James  H.  Rothrock,  Cedar  county;  appointed  by 
the  governor  February  24,  1876;  elected  Novem- 


ber 7,  1876,  for  unexpired  term;  re-elected  No- 
vember 5,  1878;  re-elected  November  4,  1884; 
re-elected  November  4, 1890. 

William  H.  See  vers,  Mahaska  county;  appointed 
February  16,  1876,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by 
resignation  of  C.  C.  Cole;  elected  November  7, 
1876,  for  balance  of  the  unexpired  term;  elected 
November  7,  1876,  for  full  4ierm  commencing 
January  I,  1867;  re-elected  November  7,  1882. 

Joseph  R.  Reed,  Pottawattamie  county;  elected 
October  9,  1883;  resigned  February  28,  1889. 

Glfford  S.  Robloson,  Buena  Vista  county;  elected 
November  8,  1887;  re-elected  November  7,  1893. 

Charles  T.  Granger,  Allamakee  county;  elected 
November  6,  1888;  re-elected  November  6,  1894. 

Joslah  Given,  Polk  county;  appointed  March  12, 
1889,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  resignation  of 
Joseph  R.  Reed;  elected  November  5,  1889,  for 
balance  of  unexpired  term;  elected  November 
5,  1899,  for  full  term  commencing  January  1, 
1890;  re-elected  November  5,  1895. 

L.  G.  Klnne,  Tama  county;  elected  November  3, 
1891. 

Horace  E.  Deemer,  Montgomery  county;  appointed 
by  the  governor  May  8, 1894;  elected  November 
6, 1894,  for  balance  of  the  term  ending  January 
1,  1898;  re-elected  1898. 

Scott  M.  Ladd,  O'Brien  county;  elected  November 
3,1896. 

Charles  M.  Waterman,  Scott  county;  elected  No- 
vember 2,  1897. 

ATTORNEYS-aENSRAIi. 
(Office  created  February  0, 1863.) 

David  C.  Cloud,  Muscatine  county;  elected 
August  1,  1853;  re-elected  August  7, 1854. 

Samuel  A.  Rice,  Mahaska  county;  elected 
August  4,  1856;  re-elected  August  2, 1858. 

Charles  C.  Nourse,  Polk  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 6, 1860;  re-elected  October  14,  1867 

Isaac  L.  Allen,  Tama  county;  elected  November 
8,  1864;  resigned  January  11,  1866. 

Frederick  E.  Blssell,  Dubuque  county;  appointed 
by  the  governor  and  qualified  January  12,  1866; 
elected  October  9,  1866;  died  June  12,  1867. 

Henry  O'Connor,  Muscatine  county;  appointed 
by  the  governor  June  20  and  qualified  June  29, 1867; 
elected  October  8,  1867;  re-elected  November  3, 
1868;  re-elected  October  11, 1870;  resigned  February, 
1872. 

Marsena  E.  Cutts,  Mahaska  county;  appointed 
by  the  governor  February  23,  1872;  elected  Novem- 
ber 5, 1872;  re-elected  October  13, 1874. 

John  F.  McJunkln,  Washington  county;  elected 
November  7,  1876;  re-elected  October  8,  1878. 

Smith  McPherson,  Montgomery  county;  elected 
November  2,  1880;  re-elected  November  7,  1882. 

A.  J.  Baker,  Appanoose  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 4,  1884;  re-elected  November  2, 1886. 
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John  Y.  Stone,  Mills  county;  elected  November 
6,  1888;  re-elected  November  4,  1890;  re-elected 
November  8,  18»2. 

Milton  Remley,  Johnson  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 6,  1894;  re-elected  November  3,  1896,  and  re- 
elected November,  1898. 

SECRETARIES  OP  STATE. 

Elisha  Cutler,  Jr.,  Van  Buren  county;  elected 
October  26,  1846. 

Josiah  H.  Bonney,  Van  Buren  county;  elected 
August  7, 1848. 

George  W.  McCleary,  Johnson  county;  elected 
August  5, 1850;  re-elected  August  2, 1852;  re-elected 
August  7,  1854. 

Elijah  Sells,  Muscatine  county;  elected  August 
4,  1856;  re-elected  October  12,  1858;  re-elected 
November  6,  1860. 

James  Wright,  Delaware  county ;  elected  October 
14, 1862;  re  elected  November  8, 1864. 

Ed  Wright,  Cedar  county;  elected  October  9, 
1866;  re-elected  November  3,  1868;  re-elected 
October  11, 1870. 

Josiah  T.  Young,  Monroe  county;  elected 
November  5,  1872;  re-elected  October  13,  1874;  re- 
elected November  7, 1876. 

J.  A.  T.  Hull,  Davis  county;  elected  October  8, 
1878;  re-elected  November  2,  1880;  re-elected 
November  7,  1882. 

Frank  D.  Jackson,  Butler  county;  elected  No- 
vember 4,  1884;  re-elected  November  2,  1886;  re- 
elected November  6,  1888. 

W.  M.  McFarland,  Emmet  county;  elected  No- 
vember 4,  1890;  re-elected  November  8,  1892;  re- 
elected November  6,  1894. 

George  L.  Dobson,  Polk  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 3, 1896;  re-elected  November,  1898. 

AUDITORS  OF  STATE. 

Joseph  T.  Fales,  Des  Moines  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 26,  1846;  re-elected  August  7,  1848. 

William  Pattee,  Bremter  county;  elected  August  5, 
1850;  re-elected  August  2,  1852. 

Andrew  J.  Stevens,  Polk  county;  elected  August  7, 
1854;  resigned  in  1855. 

John  Pattee,  Bremer  county;  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor September  13, 1855;  elected  August  4, 1856. 

Jonathan  W.  Cattell,  Cedar  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 12,  1858;  re-elected  November  6,  1860;  re- 
elected October,  14, 1862; 

John  A.  Elliott,  Mitchell  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 8, 1864;  re-elected  October  9, 1866;  re-elected 
November  3,  1868. 


John  Russell,  Jones  county;  elected  October  11, 
1870;  re-elected  November  5,  1872. 

Buren  R.  Sherman,  Benton  county;  elected  Octo- 
ber 13,  1874;  re-elected  November  7,  1876;  re- 
elected October  8,  1878. 

William  V.  Lucas,  Cerro  Gordo  county;  elected 
November  2, 1880. 

John  L.  Brown,  Lucas  county;  elected  October  7, 
1882;  re-elected  November  4,  1884;  suspended 
by  the  governor  March  19,  1885. 

Jonathan  W.  Cattell;  appointed  March  19, 1885,and 
served  until  January  23, 1886. 

John  L.  Brown;  reinstated  January  23,  1S86;  sus- 
pended April  13,  1886. 

Charles  Beardsley,  appointed  April  13,  1886,  and 
served  until  July  14,  1886. 

John  L.  Brown;  reinstated  July  14, 1886. 

James  A.  Lyons,  Guthrie  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 2,  1886;  re-elected  November  6,  1888;  re- 
elected November  4,  1890. 

C.  G.  McCarthy,  Story  county;  elected  November 
8, 1892;  re-elected  November  6,  1894;  re-elected 
November  3, 1896. 

Frank  F.  Merriam,  Delaware  county;  elected 
November,  1898. 

TREASURERS  OF  STATE. 

Morgan  Reno,  Johnson  county;  elected  October  26, 

1846;  re-elected  August  7,  1848. 
Israel  Kister,  Davis  county;  elected  August  5, 1850. 
Martin  M.  Morris,  Polk  county;  elected  August  2, 

1852;    re-elected    August    7,    1854;    re-elected 

August  4, 1856. 
John  W.  Jones,  Hardin  county;  elected  October  12, 

1868;  re-elected  November  6,  1860. 
William  H.  Holmes,  Jones  county;  elected  October 

8, 1862;  re-elected  November  8, 1864. 
Samuel  E.  Rankin,  Washington   county;  elected 

October  9,  1866;  re-elected  November  3,  1868; 

re-elected  October  11, 1870. 
William  Christy,  Clarke  county;  elected  November 

5,  1872;  re-elected  October  13^  1874. 
George    W.    Bemis,    Buchanan    county;   elected 

November,  7, 1876;  re-elected  October  8,  1878. 
Edwin  H  Conger,  Dallas  county,  elected  November 

2,  1880;  re-elected  November  7,  1882. 
Voltaire  P.  Twombly,  Van  Buren  county,  elected 

November  4,  1884;  re-elected  November  2,  1886; 

re-elected  November  6,  1888. 
Byron  A.  Beeson,  Marshall  county;  elected  Novem- 
ber 4,  1890;  re-elected  November  8,  1892. 
John  Herriott,  Guthrie  county;  elected  November, 

1894;  term  commenced  January,  1895;  re-elected 

November,  1896,  and  November,  1898. 


The  End. 

Copyrighted  by  B.  F.  Gue,  author,  1899.    All  rights  reserved. 
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GUE,  Ben  J  AMINE  P.,  was  bom  in  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  25th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1828,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Cath- 
erine (Gumey)  Gue.  His  father  was  born 
in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a 
descendent  of  one  of  the  French  Hugue- 
nots who  settled  in  Ulster  county  in  1760. 
On  the  mother's  side  the  Gurneys  were 
from  England,  and  closely  related  to  Jos- 
eph John  Gumey,  a  distinguished  member 
of  the  British  parliament.  John  Gue,  with 
his  wife  and  children,  moved  to  western 
New  York  in  1833,  settling  in  Ontario 
county,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  his  boyhood  years  on  a  farm.  His 
father  and  mother  were  Quakers  and  abo- 
litionists, and  the  first  newspaper  the  chil- 
dren learned  to  read  was  William  Lloyd 
Garrison's  Liberator.  Their  home  was  one 
of  the  stations  on  the  **  underground  rail- 
road, "  where  escaping  slaves  always  found 
shelter  and  aid.  Ben j  amine  F.  was  the 
oldest  of  six  children,  and  when  he  was  10 
years  of  age  the  father  died,  arid  the  moth- 
er had  a  hard  struggle  for  many  years  to 
provide  for  and  educate  the  children.  In 
the  spring  of  1852  the  two  older  sons  came 
to  Iowa  and  bought  a  claim  on  Rock  Creek, 
in  Scott  county,  where  they  lived  in  a  log 
cabin,  doing  their  own  cooking  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  until  their  mother  and  younger 
children  joined  them  in  the  fall  of  1853. 

Benjamine  P.  took  an  active  interest  in 
the  **  free  soil ' '  movement  against  slavery, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1856  was  one  of  the 
delegates  to  a  state  convention  which  as- 
sembled at  Iowa  City  on  the  22d  of  Febru- 
ary and  organized  the  republican  party  of 
Iowa.  In  the  fall  of  1857  he  was  elected 
to  represent  Scott  county  in  the  house  of 
the  Seventh  General  Assembly.  He  was 
one  of  the  authors  of  a  bill  to  establish  a 
State  Agricultural  college,  and  on  the  floor 
of  the  house  fought  it  through  against  an 
adverse  report  from  the  committee  on  ways 
and  means.  In  1859  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  house,  and  at  the  end  of  his  second 
term  in  1861  he  was  elected  to  the  senate 
for  four  years.  During  his  term  in  that 
body  he  was  the  author  of  many  laws,  the 
most  important  of  which  were  the  follow- 
ing: Prohibiting  the  circulation  of  foreign 


bank  bills  in  Iowa;  the  estray  law,  still  on 
the  statute  book;  an  act  requiring  a  jury 
fee  of  $6  to  be  taxed  with  the  costs  in  suits 
in  the  district  court,  saving  to  the  taxpayers 
of  the  state  more  than  $100,000  annually. 
But  the  most  important  was  the  law  de- 
vised by  Mr.  Gue,  Senator  Clarkson  and 
Governor  Kirkwood,  by  which  the  agricul- 
tural college  land  grant  of  240,000  acres 
was  reserved  for  sale  at  low  prices,  and 


leased  for  a  long  term  of  years  at  a  rental 
that  supported  the  college  and  held  the 
lands  until  good  prices  were  secured  for 
them.  By  this  plan  a  permanent  endow- 
ment was  secured  for  the  college  far  larger 
than  that  of  any  other  state  having  the 
same  amount  of  land. 

At  the  close  of  his  service  in  the  senate 
in  the  spring  of  1864,  Mr.  Gue  moved  to 
Ft.  Dodge  and  assumed  control  of  the  re- 
publican paper  of  that  place  which  he  had 
purchased.  In  June,  1865,  he  was  nomina- 
ted for  lieutenant-governor  by  the  repub- 
lican state  convention:     His  chief  compet- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


148 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN   OF   IOWA. 


itors  were  Gen.  James  B.  Weaver  and  Hon. 
George  W.  McCrary.  He  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  more  than  4,000  greater  than 
was  given  to  Governor  Stone,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  the  ticket.  In  1866  Governor 
Gue  was  elected  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  State  Agricultural  college. 
During  his  term  the  main  college  building 
was  erected,  and  he  was  made  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  organization.  In  that 
capacity  he  visited  the  principal  agricul- 
tural and  scientific  colleges  of  the  country, 
to  examine  into  their  methods  and  work. 
He  was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  admission 
of  girls  as  students,  and  in  the  face  of  a 
strong  opposition  finally  prevailed  upon 
the  board  to  admit  them. 

After  giving  more  than  a  year  to  investi- 
gation, he  made  a  report  to  the  trustees  and 
presented  a  plan  of  organization,  which  was 
adopted.  He  also  recommended  Prof.  A.  S. 
Welch,  then  United  States  senator  from 
Florida,  for  president  of  our  college,  and  he 
was  elected  to  that  position,  where  he  served 
eighteen  years  with  distinguished  ability. 

Governor  Gue  has  always  been  a  staunch 
friend  and  vigorous  defender  of  the  Iowa 
State  college  from  the  day  of  its  inception, 
and  regards  the  work  he  has  done  in  its 
behalf  as  by  far  the  most  important  of  his 

Kublic  service.  In  1872  he  moved  to  Des 
[oines  and  took  editorial  charge  of  the 
lotoa  Homestead.  In  December  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Grant  United  States 
pension  agent,  serving  for  eight  years, 
paying  out  many  millions  of  dollars  to  the 
pensioners  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  second  term  in  1880,  he 
and  his  son  purchased  the  Iowa  Homestead, 
and  built  it  up  into  one  of  the  most  influen- 
tial of  Iowa  papers.  For  more  than  thirty 
years  Governor  Gue  has  been  among  the 
ablest  of  Iowa  political,  industrial  and  his- 
torical writers,  contributing  to  the  leading 
journals,  historical  publications,  and  mag- 
azines. In  1886  he  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  **  Pioneer  Lawmakers' Associa- 
tion of  Iowa,*'  which  has  gathered  and 
published  a  vast  amount  of  early  Iowa  his- 
tory. For  three  years,  from  1892,  he  as- 
sisted Hon.  Charles  Aldrich  in  organizing 
and  systematizing  the  historical  depart- 
ment of  Iowa,  and  reviving  and  conducting 
the  ** Annals  of  Iowa. "  For  more  than  fif- 
teen years  he  has  been  gathering  and  pre- 
paring material  for  an  elaborate  history  of 
Iowa,  which  is  well  on  towards  comple- 
tion. As  a  public  speaker  Governor  Gue 
ranks  high,  and  has  long  wielded  wide  in- 
fluence in  the  state. 


On  the  12th  of  November  1855,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Parker,  who  began  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  when  but  17  years  old.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Francis  Parker,  a  Vermonter, 
who  settled  in  Iowa  in  1840.  Mrs.  Gue 
died  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  1888,  leaving 
four  children:  Horace  G.,  Alice,  Gumey 
C.  and  Katherine. 

Governor  Gue  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Iowa  Unitarian  association,  and  also 
of  the  Unitarian  church  in  Des  Moines. 


DODGE,  Henry,  soldier  and  states- 
man, was  born  in  Vincennes,  Ind.,  Octo- 
ber 12,  1782;  died  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  June 


19,  1867.  His  father,  Israel  Dodge,  was  a 
revolutionary  officer  of  Connecticut.  Henry 
commanded  a  mounted  company  of  volun- 
teer riflemen  in  August  and  September, 
1812;  became  major  of  Louisiana  militia 
under  General  Howard  on  September  28th; 
major  in  McNair's  regiment  of  Missouri 
militia  in  April,  1813,  and  commanded  a 
battalion  of  Missouri  mounted  infantry,  as 
lieutenant-colonel,  from  August  till  Octo- 
ber, 1814.  He  was  colonel  of  Michigan 
volunteers  from  April  till  July,  1832,  dur- 
ing the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  in  the  affair 
with  the  Indians  at  Pickatolika,  on  Wis- 
consin river,  June  15th,  totally  defeating 
them.  He  was  commissioned  major  of 
United  States  rangers  June  21,  1832,  and 
became  the  first  colonel  of  the  first  dra- 
goons March  4,  1833.     He  was  successful 
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in  making  peace  with  the  frontier  Indians 
in  1834,  and  in  1835  commanded  an  impor- 
tant expedition  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
General  Dodge  was  unsurpassed  as  an  In- 
dian fighter,  and  a  sword,  with  the  thanks 
of  the  nation,  was  voted  him  by  congress. 
He  resigned  from  the  army  July  4,  1836, 
having  been  appointed  by  President  Jack- 
son governor  of  Wisconsin  Territory  and 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  He  held 
this  office  till  1841,  when  he  was  elected 
delegate  to  congress  as  a  democrat,  and 
served  two  terms.  In  1846  he  was  again 
made  governor  of  Wisconsin,  and  after  the 
admission  of  that  state  to  the  union  was 
one  of  its  first  United  States  senators.  He 
was  re-elected,  and  served  altogether  from 
June  23,  1848,  till  March  3,  1857. 


DODGE,  Augustus  C.  (United  States 
senator),  deceased,  is  numbered  among  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  during  his 
life  was  among  the  most  noted  men.  He 
sprang  from  good  old  revolutionary  stock, 
and  the  patriotism  of  his  ancestors  found 
an  abiding  place  in  his  heart.  Henry 
Dodge  and  Christina,  daughter  of  James 
McDonald,  were  married  in  1800,  a  few 
miles  west  of  St.  Louis.  Of  their  children 
nine  grew  to  maturity,  Augustus  C.  being 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  born 
January  2,  1812,  at  Ste.  Genevieve,  Mo., 
then  in  the  territory  of  Louisiana,  the  old- 
est settlement  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  about  sixty  miles  below  St. 
Louis.  In  that  new  and  sparsely  settled 
country  his  boyhood  days  were  passed. 
His  father  was  a  man  of  note,  even  at  that 
time,  and  during  the  struggle  with  Great 
Britain,  from  1812  to  1815,  was  in  command 
of  a  battalion  of  militia  whose  duty  it  was 
to  keep  the  Indians  at  bay.  For  his  serv- 
ices he  was  appointed  brigadier-general 
of  the  militia  of  Missouri  Territory.  On 
the  return  of  peace  he  engaged  in  mining 
and  smelting  and  in  the  manufacture  of 
salt. 

The  educational  facilities  of  that  region 
were  very  scant,  and  the  only  school 
Augustus  attended  for  a  few  months  was 
kept  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  in  which  the 
light  came  through  greased  paper;  pencils 
were  made  from  bullets  beaten  into  shape 
and  hammered  to  a  point;  pens  were  made 
with  a  Barlow  knife,  and  ink  from  the  boil- 
ing of  butternut  bark  or  gunpowder.  Mean- 
while the  boy  gained  strength  and  self- 
reliance  for  the  struggle  of  life  in  which 
he  was  to  engage. 


In  1827  the  family  removed  to  the  Fevre 
river  lead  mines.  Upon  arriving  at  Galena, 
July  4th,  they  found  the  town  in  a  state 
of  alarm  from  fear  of  an  attack  from  the 
Winnebago  Indians.  Henry  Dodge  was  at 
once  waited  upon  by  citizens  and  asked  to 
take  command  of  forces  for  the  defense  of 
the  mining  district.  Young  Augustus 
wished  to  join  them,  and,  when  told  that 
he  was  too  young,  appealed  to  his  father, 
who,  giving  him  a  small  shotgun,  advised, 
**  Shoot  well,  my  boy. " 

Upon  the  restoration  of  peace,  Henry 
Dodge  located  at  a  point  about  forty-five 
miles  northeast  of  Galena,  to  which  was 


given  the  name  of  Dodge's  Grove.  When 
the  Black  Hawk  war  broke  out  in  1832  he 
was  colonel  of  the  militia  of  Wisconsin 
Territory,  and  on  the  25th  of  April  was 
directed  by  General  Atkinson  to  raise  as 
many  mounted  men  in  the  mining  regions 
as  could  be  obtained  for  service  against  the 
hostile  Indians.  In  one  company  then 
raised  Augustus  was  elected  lieutenant  of 
volunteers  for  home  protection,  and  in  the 
battle  of  the  Wisconsin  he  conducted  him- 
self bravely.  On  the  march,  or  camping 
out,  he  was  always  cheerful  and  obliging 
to  the  men. 

During  these  years  the  family  divided 
their  time  between  their  residence  near 
Dodgeville  and  Ste.  Genevieve,  and  Augus- 
tus made  frequent  trips  between  the  two 
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plaices.  In  February,  1837,  he  visited  the 
national  capital,  where,  as  a  son  of  a  friend 
of  the  president,  and  one  who  had  made  a 
national  reputation  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war,  and  through  the  attentions  of  his 
uncle,  Senator  Linn,  he  enjoyed  ijnusual 
facilities  for  seeing  public  men  and  observ- 
ing public  affairs.  Returning  home,  on 
March  19,  1837,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Clara  A.  Hertich,  daughter  of 
Prof.  Joseph  Hertich.  Their  union  was 
an  exceedingly  happy  one,  and  to  them 
were  born  eight  children:  William  J.,  Mar- 
celine  M.,  Augustus  V.,  Christina,  Clara 
A.,  Henry  J.,  Charles  J.  and  William  W. 

In  1838  A.  C.  Dodge  was  appointed  by 
President  Van  Buren  register  of  the  United 
States  land  office  at  Burlington,  and  re- 
moved to  that  city,  which  was  his  home  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  made  an  exceedingly 
popular  officer,  often  going  out  of  his  way 
to  help  some  unfortunate  settler  in  se- 
curing the  title  to  his  land.  The  services 
then  rendered  were  remembered  in  after 
years. 

January  14,  1839,  Mr  Dodge  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Lucas  as  brigadier- 
general  of  the  Second  brigade  of  the  first 
division  of  the  militia  of  Iowa  Territory. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  Missouri  laid 
claim  to  a  portion  of  Iowa  Territory, 
on  its  southern  border,  which  was  the  oc- 
casion of  great  excitement.  December  11th 
General  Dodge's  brigade  was  called  out. 
On  reaching  Van  Buren  county.  General 
Dodge  was  sent  with  two  others  to  the  en- 
campment of  the  Missouri  militia^  and,  a 
friendly  conference  following,  an  amicable 
settlement  was  arranged,  and  the  troops 
disbanded. 

In  the  summer  of  1840,  without  thought 
or  effort  on  his  part.  General  Dodge  was 
nominated  delegate  to  congress.  He  made 
a  canvass  of  the  territory  in  company  with 
his  whig  competitor,  Alfred  Rich,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  585,  receiving 
many  whig  votes.  On  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber he  took  his  seat  in  congress,  and  on 
the  7th  of  December  following  he  wel- 
comed his  father  to  a  seat  by  his  side,  as  a 
delegate  from  the  territory  of  Wisconsin — 
the  first  and  only  instance  of  a  father  and 
son  sitting  together  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives since  the  foundation  of  the  gov- 
ernment. He  served  as  delegate  until  the 
admission  of  Iowa  into  the  union,  Decem- 
ber 28,  1846,  a  period.of  six  years  of  labor- 
ious service.  In  the  limits  of  this  sketch  a 
record  of  his  service  cannot  be  given,  and 
the  reader's  attention  is  called  to  the  life 


of  General  Dodge,  by  Dr.  William  Salter, 
published  in  1887. 

The  First  General  Assembly  of  the  state 
of  Iowa  was  not  able  to  agree  upon  the 
election  of  United  States  senators,  but  the 
Second  assembly,  December  2, 1848,  elected 
General  Dodge  and  George  W.  Jones.  Mr. 
Dodge  drew  for  the  short  term,  ending 
March  4,  1849,  and  was  at  once  re-elected 
for  the  term  ending  March  4,  1855.  As 
seven  years  before,  the  son  had  welcomed 
the  father  to  a  seat  by  his  side  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  so  now  the  father,  who 
had  entered  the  senate  on  the  23d  of  the 
previous  June  as  one  of  the  senators  from 
the  state  of  Wisconsin,  greeted  the  arrival 
of  his  son  in  the  senate  chamber.  This 
was  an  unprecedented  occurrence.  It  was 
also  noteworthy  that  Augustus  C.  Dodge 
was  the  first  person  born  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  become  a  senator  of  the 
United  States.  He  was  congratulated  by 
Mrs.  Fremont,  wife  of  General  Fremont, 
who  said:  ** General,  I  am  sure  that  you 
will  be  the  best  behaved  man  in  the  senate, 
on  the  ground  that  a  dutiful  son  will  be 
exceedingly  decorous  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  his  father." 

The  time  in  which  General  Dodge  served 
in  the  United  States  senate  was  an  excit- 
ing one  in  the  history  of  the  country.  He 
favored  the  compromise  bill  of  1850,  but 
voted  against  Jefferson  Davis'  proposition 
to  make  void  the  prohibition  of  slavery 
that  had  existed  under  the  Mexican  law, 
and  extend  the  Missouri  compromise  line 
of  1820  so  as  to  authorize  slavery  north  of 
it,  and  he  voted  for  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia under  her  constitution  prohibiting 
slavery.  Mr.  Dodge  served  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  public  lands,  and  fa- 
vored the  passage  of  the  homestead  bill. 
In  the  Kansas-Nebraska  struggle  of  1854, 
he  followed  the  lead  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
One  of  the  best  speeches  delivered  in  the 
senate  in  favor  of  the  organization  of  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska  under  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill,  and  sneeringly  spoken  of  as 
** squatter  sovereignty,"  was  by  him.  In 
answer  to  Senator  Brown,  of  Mississippi, 
who  said  **  There  are  certain  menial  em- 
ployments which  belong  to  the  negro, "  he 
replied:  **Sir,  I  tell  the  senator  from 
Mississippi,  I  speak  upon  the  floor  of  the 
American  senate,  in  the  presence  of  my 
father,  who  will  attest  to  its  truth,  that  I 
perform  and  do  perform  when  at  home,  all 
of  these  menial  services  to  which  the  sena- 
tor referred  in  terms  so  grating  to  my  feel- 
ings.    As  a  general  thing  I  saw  my  own 
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wood,  do  all  my  own  marketing;  I  have 
driven,  teams,  horses,  mules,  oxen,  and 
considered  myself  as  respectable  then  as  I 
do  now,  or  as  any  senator  on  the  floor. " 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1855,  Mr.  Dodge 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate,  and  on  the 
following  day  President  Pierce  nominated 
him-  to  be  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  Spain.  He  was  confirmed,  and 
served  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  the 
general  government  until  the  summer  of 
1859,  when  he  returned  home  and  made 
the  race  for  governor  of  Iowa  on  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  but  could  not  overcome  the 
strong  republican  majority.  The  follow- 
ing extract  is  from  Salter's  life  of  the 
general: 

**  Withdrawn  the  rest  of  his  life  for  the 
most  part  from  official  station,  Mr.  Dodge 
retained  to  the  end  of  his  life  his  interest 
in  public  affairs,  and  his  unswerving  devo- 
tion to  tiie  democratic  party,  of  which  he 
remained  a  recognized  leader.  On  several 
occasions  his  name  was  presented  as  a 
suitable  candidate  for  the  highest  offices  in 
the  nation,  but  he  himself  never  aided  or 
abetted  any  movement  to  that  end.  In 
1872  he  advocated  union  with  the  liberal 
republicans,  and  the  election  of  Horace 
Greeley  for  president.  In  1874  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Burlington  by  a  sponta- 
neous movement  of  citizens,  irrespective  of 
party.  In  1875  he  served,  by  appointment 
of  Governor  Carpenter,  on  a  commission  to 
investigate  alleged  abuses  in  a  reform 
school  at  Eldora,  and  aided  in  introducing 
a  more  humane  discipline  into  that  institu- 
tion. An  ardent  friend  of  youth,  he  was  a 
frequent  visitor  at  schools,  and  gave  help 
and  cheer  to  many  in  their  struggle  for  an 
education.  He  sustained  the  cause  of  tem- 
p>erance  in  vigorous  addresses,  discounte- 
nanced the  drinking  habit  by  consistent  ex- 
ample, an^  looked  to  the  invigoration  of 
man's  moral  sense  for  the  suppression  of 
intemperance — not  to  prohibitory  legisla- 
tion. At  meetings  of  pioneers  and  old  set- 
tlers he  was  an  honored  guest,  and  never 
wearied  in  commemorating  their  exploits 
and  laboro. 

'*  He  presided  over  the  semi-centennial 
celebration  of  the  settlement  of  Iowa  on 
the  1st  of  June,  1883,  at  Burlington,  and 
^ave  surpassing  dignity  and  zest  to  that 
occasion.  It  was  a  sight  that  can  never 
be  looked  upon  again,  to  see  that  illustri- 
ous pioneer  of  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  more 
than  three  score  and  ten,  pour  forth  from 
his  capacious,  accurate  and  ready  memory 
treasures  of  information  concerning  the 


beginning  of  the  commonwealth.  It 
seemed  as  if  he  were  inspired  with  a  reli- 
gious zeal  to  snatch  from  oblivion  the  mem- 
ory of  our  founders  for  the  instruction  of 
after  times.  A  few  months  later  came  the 
fatal  sickness  and  the  final  hour.  He  died 
at  Burlington,  Iowa,  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1883,  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  shar- 
ing the  consolation  of  religion,  his  last 
words  being  *  Bless  the  Lord. '" 


DODGE,  Hon.  William  Wallace,  of 
Burlington,  Iowa.  Throughout  the  great 
state  of  Iowa  can  be  found  no  name  so 


thoroughly  interwoven  with  the  history  of 
the  state  as  is  tiiat  of  the  Dodge  family. 
In  making  that  history  they  have  been 
most  important  factors,  and  have  marked 
with  deeds  the  vanishing  traces  of  swift- 
rolling  time. 

The  name  of  Augustus  C.  Dodge,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  will 
ever  be  revered  throughout  the  Hawkeye 
state,  and  the  son  who  has  risen  to  promi- 
nence solely  by  his  own  merit  is  in  every 
way  qualified  to  maintain  the  honor,  ability 
and  integrity  for  which  the  preceding  mem- 
bers of  the  family  have  been  renowned. 
Like  his  father  and  his  grandfather,  his 
career  has  been  characterized  by  ability, 
thoroughness    and    persistence,    and,    al- 
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though  he  has  not  yet  attained  his  forty- 
fifth  year,  his  reputation  has  extended  far 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  his  native  state. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Dodge  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  April  25,  1854.  He  was  elected 
state  senator  from  the  Ninth  senatorial  dis- 
trict of  Iowa  for  eight  years,  from  1885  to 
1893. 

William  Wallace  Dodge  received  his  lit- 
erary education  at  Notre  Dame  university, 
Indiana,  taking  a  scientific  course  and 
graduating  in  ^e  class  of  1874.  He  then 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  graduating  in  June, 
1876.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  chosen 
president  of  class  day  exercises  on  that 
occasion,  June  19th,  and  was  awarded  the 
literary  prize  offered  to  the  graduating 
class  for  the  best  written  argument  on  a 
given  thesis  of  law.  Immediately  after 
taking  his  degree  Mr.  Dodge  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native 
city,  in  company  with  his  brother  Charles 
J.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dodge  &  Dodge. 
By  his  brilliant  talent,  high  moral  charac- 
ter and  close  application  to  business  he  has 
won  a  prominent  position  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Dodge  is  an  earnest  democrat,  and 
seems  to  have  been  born  with  a  natural 
instinct  for  politics;  in  fact  it  might  be  said 
to  be  hereditary  with  him. 

He  began  reading  and  talking  politics 
in  his  youth,  and  made  his  maiden  cam- 
paign speech  while  in  company  with  his 
father  at  the  little  town  of  Franklin,  Lee 
county,  Iowa,  during  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  1876,  since  which  time  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  every  local  and 
national  campaign,  speaking  from  the 
stump,  serving  on  committees,  presiding  at 
conventions  and  working  at  the  polls.  He 
was  chosen  captain  of  the  Cleveland  and 
Hendricks  club  during  the  campaign  of 
1884,  served  as  chairman  of  a  number  of 
democratic  county  conventions,  and  as  del- 
egate to  local  and  state  conventions,  and 
as  an  alternative  delegate  for  the  state 
at  large  to  the  national  convention  at  St. 
Louis,  at  which  Grover  Cleveland  was 
nominated  the  second  time.  At  the  demo- 
cratic convention  held  at  Des  Moines,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1887,  he  had,  for  a  young  man, 
the  distinguished  honor  of  being  chosen 
temporary  chairman  of  that  organization, 
and  performed  the  duties  of  his  position 
with  dignity  and  dispatch. 

During  many  years  of  indefatigable  ef- 
fort in  behalf  of  his  party  Mr.  Dodge  never 
sought,  nor  would  he  accept,  public  office 
till  the  fall  of  1885,  when  his  friends  in- 


duced him  to  accept  the  nomination  for 
state  senator,  when,  as  if  to  prove  the  ex- 
ception to  the  rule  that  **a  prophet  is 
never  without  honor  save  in  his  own  coun- 
try," he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  934 
over  a  popular  republican  candidate  who 
had  the  advantage  of  age-,  political  experi- 
ence and  the  prestige  of  a  good  soldier 
record.  It  was  charged  that  while  Mr. 
Dodge  possessed  superior  ability  and  un- 
questioned integrity,  he  was  guilty  of  the 
heinous  crime  of  being  a  young  man,  and 
wais  lacking  in  legislative  experience.  The 
first  fault,  his  friends  claimed,  time  would 
remedy,  and  the  latter  he  would  more 
quickly  overcome  by  placing  him  where 
the  necessary  opportunity  existed.  His 
course  in  the  senate  fully  justified  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  of  his  friends  and 
constituents,  and,  as  a  result,  he  was  re- 
elected to  the  state  senate,  in  1889,  by  a 
majority  of  1,876,  more  than  double  his 
former  majority.  His  introduction  of  im- 
portant bills,  and  able  management  in  se- 
curing their  adoption,  soon  proved  his  lack 
of  experience  no  serious  hindrance  to  his 
usefulness.  His  manly  course  in  rejecting 
the  so-called  **$216  salary  grab,"  growing 
out  of  the  impeachment  trial  of  Auditor 
of  State  John  L.  Brown,  and  his  sensible 
speech  opposing  it,  was  consistent  with  his 
high  sense  of  honor,  and  was  generally  ap- 
proved by  his  constituents.  He  was  first 
to  introduce  a  bill  in  the  Iowa  legislature 
on  the  subject  of  child  labor,  designed  to 
prohibit  the  employment  of  children  under 
15  years  of  age  in  factories,  mines  and 
workshops.  Mr.  Dodge  had  made  the  sub- 
ject of  that  bill  and  the  laws  of  other  states 
and  countries,  in  regard  to  the  same,  a 
special  study.  His  correspondence  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject  was  voluminous  and 
varied,  until  be  was  well  qualified  to  be 
the  champion  of  that  worthy  cause.  June 
21,  1890,  he  was  appointed  lieutenant-col- 
onel on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Horace  Boies. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  of  the 
Twenty- second  General  Assembly  of  Iowa 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  two  selected 
from  the  senate  to  act  on  the  committee  of 
five  appointed  to  investigate  certain 
charges  that  had  been  preferred  against 
the  State  University  of  Iowa.  The  investi- 
gation began  on  May  15,  1889,  ended  July 
20,  1889,  and  to  his  credit  be  it  said  that  he 
was  the  most  faithful  member  of  the  com- 
mission, not  having  lost  a  day  from  his 
labors.  This  was  but  additional  evidence 
of  his  fidelity  to  public  duty. 

At  the  Twenty-third  General  Assembly 
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Senator  Dodge  introduced  a  bill  creating 
the  first  Monday  in  September  as  a  legal 
holiday,  to  be  known  as  ** Labor  Day," 
which  was  approved  April  5,  1890.  He  is 
known  throughout  the  state  of  Iowa  as  the 
'  •  Father  of  Labor  Day. ' ' 

At  the  Twenty-fourth  General  Assembly 
he  was  the  author  of  a  bill  which  at  that 
session  became  a  law,  being  ''A  bill  to 
protect  workingmen  in  the  use  of  their 
labels,  trade-marks  and  forms  of  advertis- 
ing, "  now  known  as  **  Dodge's  Union  Label 
BUI." 

Senator  Dodge  was  selected  on  the  part 
of  the  senate  to  deliver  the  eulogy  over  the 
remains  of  State  Senator  P.  G.  Ballingall, 
who  died  at  Hongkong,  China,  March  7, 
1891.  The  eulogy  was  delivered  April  14, 
1891,  in  the  Coal  Palace  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 
Gov.  Horace  Boies  and  staff,  as  also 
the  members  of  the  state  senate  and  house 
ef  representatives  were  present,  in  addition 
to  a  vast  concourse  of  people.  He  deliv- 
ered an  able  and  beautiful  address  over  the 
remains  of  his  dead  friend  and  colleague. 

Mr.  Dodge  is  a  most  indefatigable 
worker  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  pos- 
sessing intellectual  faculties  of  a  high 
order,  and,  with  studious  habits,  his  abili- 
ties, both  natural  and  acquired,  are  such 
as  attract  attention  and  command  respect. 
Nature  has  happily  endowed  him  with  a 
fine  physique,  a  good  voice  and  a  gift  of 
oratory,  and,  for  a  number  of  years  past, 
his  has  been  a  familiar  figure  at  state  con- 
ventions, as  also  public  gatherings,  being 
frequently  invited  to  deliver  addresses  and 
responses  at  banquets.  Quick  in  percep- 
tion and  correct  in  analysis,  his  conclusions 
are  logical  and  convincing. 

The  scope  of  Mr.  Dodge's  capabilities  is 
not  confined  to  his  senatorial  career.  In 
the  legal  profession  he  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  lawyers  in  the  state,  and 
his  far-reaching  thought  enables  him  to 
cope  successfully  with  the  most  intricate 
problems  of  jurisprudence.  He  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  those  admirable  qualities  so  es- 
sential to  every  statesman,  of  being  able 
to  deliberate  with  caution,  act  with  deci- 
sion, yield  with  graciousness  and  oppose 
with  firmness.  Tact,  sense,  and  a  quick 
appreciation  of  the  right,  are  characteris- 
tics he  possesses  in  such  high  degree  that 
they  are  the  elements  of  his  success  both 
at  the  bar  and  in  the  administration  of  his 
public  trusts,  and  public  ambition  is  al- 
ways subordinate  to  the  public  welfare. 

Already  an  approving  constituency  is 
favoring  his  name  as  a  future  candidate  for 

II 


governor  of  Iowa,  and  also  for  congress, 
and  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  when  this 
talanted  young  lawyer  will  be  found  follow- 
ing closely  upon  the  footsteps  of  his  illus- 
trious ancestors. 

May  18,  1892,  Senator  Dodge  was  mar- 
ried, at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Delia 
J.  Stubbs,  a  beautiful, charming  and  accom- 
plished lady.  On  June  19,  1893,  a  son  was 
born  to  them,  who  was  named  William 
Wallace  Dodge,  Jr.  The  senator  and  his 
wife  are  living  in  the  old  homestead  (of 
Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge)  in  Burlington. 


ALDRICH,  Charles,  founder  and 
curator  of  the  Iowa  State  Historical  de- 
partment, and  a  pioneer  newspaper  editor 
of  northwestern  Iowa,  where  he  founded. 


in  1857,  the  Hamilton  Freeman,  at  Webster 
City,  is  enjoying,  during  his  lifetime,  the 
appreciation  which  a  grateful  people  have 
shown  him  for  the  great  work  he  has  done 
for  the  state.  Mr.  Aldrich  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  October  2,  1828,  in  EUing- 
tOD,  Chautauqua  county,  and  was  the  son 
of  Stephen  and  Eliza  Nichols  Aldrich.  The 
family  was  of  English  origin  and  first  lived 
in  Rhode  Island  after  coming  to  America. 
Stephen  Aldrich  was  an  amiable,  energetic 
and  impulsive  man,  a  blacksmith  in  early 
life  and  afterward  a  merchant-lumberman 
and  farmer,  who  came  west  soon  after  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


154 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN   OP  IOWA. 


son's  removal  to  Iowa,  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Webster  City,  and  died  there  in  1882, 
his  wife  having  died  in  1880.  His  mother, 
Charles  Aldrich's  grandmother,  was  a 
woman  of  great  intellectual  power  and  a 
gifted  orator.  Such  education  as  could  be 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  year  in  Jamestown  academy, 
at  the  age  of  15. 

In  June,  1846,  he  began  his  long  career 
as  a  newspaper  man  and  printer,  entering 
the  office  of  Clement  &  Faxon,  publishers 
of  the  Westeim  Literary  Messenger j  in  Buffalo. 
Jesse  Clement,  of  that  firm,  was  editor  of 
the  Dubuque  Times  during  the  war,  and 
another  companion  printer  was  H.  L. 
Rann,  afterward  editor  of  the  Manchester 
Press,  Having  learned  the  trade,  young 
Aldrich  worked  as  a  compositor  in  the  vil- 
lages of  Attica  and  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  and 
Warren,  Pa.  In  June,  1850,  he  established 
his  first  paper.  The  Cattaraugus  Sachem^  a 
weekly,  at  Randolph,  N.  Y.  He  conducted 
this  paper  one  year  and  then  established 
the  Jaiimal,  in  Olean,  N.  Y.,  and  remained 
in  its  control  for  nearly  five  years,  when 
he  removed  to  the  home  farm  in  Little  Val- 
ley and  remained  there  until  he  came  west 
in  1857. 

When  Mr.  Aldrich  set  up  his  modest  lit- 
tle printing  outfit  in  Webster  City,  Hamil- 
ton county,  Iowa,  and  began  to  proclaim 
republican  principles  with  that  courage 
and  tenacity  which  have  marked  his  whole 
life,  the  village  had  but  200  inhabitants 
and  the  county,  with  all  its  patronage,  be- 
longed to  the  democrats.  The  new  editor 
was  not  only  a  vigorous  writer,  but  an 
organizer  as  well,  and  with  the  fire  of  en- 
thusiasm burning  in  him,  and  the  energy 
and  tact  to  meet  pioneer  conditions,  he 
soon  had  a  strong  following  and  his  office 
became  the  political  headquarters  of  the 
district.  The  political  complexion  of  the 
county  and  district  soon  changed  and  The 
Freeman  had  no  insignificant  part  in  bring- 
ing it  about.  It  was  considered  a  valuable 
ally,  demonstrating  its  good  judgment  by 
its  support  of  James  W.  Grimes  for  senator 
in  1857.  Mr.  Aldrich  was  subsequently, 
for  a  short  time  in  1864,  editor  of  the 
Didniqus  Times,  and  for  three  years,  begin- 
ning in  1866,  published  the  Marshall  Times, 
now  the  Times- Republican,  of  Marshall  town. 
He  has  since  been  editorially  connected 
with  the  Waterloo  Courier,  Council  Bluffs 
Nonpareil  and  the  Chicago  Inter-  Ocean, 

In  1862,  with  characteristic  devotion  to 
principle,  Mr.  Aldrich  locked  up  his  print- 
ing office  in  Webster  City  and  went  into 


the  union  army  as  adjutant  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Iowa  infantry,  commanded  by  Col. 
John  Scott.  He  was  afterward  post-ad- 
jutant under  Col.  Wm.  T.  Shaw,  at  Colum- 
bus, Ky.  He  returned  in  1864.  In  1860, 
1862,  1866  and  1870  Mr.  Aldrich  was  chief 
clerk  of  the  Iowa  house  of  representatives. 
In  1872  he  became  interested  in  the  river 
land  settlers'  troubles,  and  was  a  member 
of  a  commission  created  by  the  legislature 
to  attempt  righting  the  wrongs  of  the  set- 
tlers on  the  Des  Moines  river  lands.  Later 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Grant  as  a 
member  of  the  commission  to  investigate 
the  matter  and  recommend  some  course  of 
action.  The  relief  bill  reported  by  this 
commission  passed  the  house  but  failed  in 
the  senate.  Mr.  Aldrich  was  a  member  of 
the  United  States  Geological  survey  in 
1875.  His  contributions  to  the  literature 
of  this  subject  attracted  wide  attention  and 
are  of  permanent  value.  In  1881  Mr.  Al- 
drich, who  had  returned  ten  years  before 
from  Marshall  county,  was  elected  to  the 
house  from  Hamilton  county.  He  origi- 
nated the  custom  of  printing  a  house 
calendar,  and  previously  had  been  the 
author  of  the  bill  that  abolished  the  county 
judge  system.  He  has  always  been  a 
champion  of  the  harmless  and  useful  birds, 
whose  destruction  he  has  tried  to  prevent 
in  every  way.  Much  of  the  state  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject  is  due  to  his  efforts. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  American 
Ornithologists'  union  from  its  foundation. 
In  founding  and  establishing  the  histor- 
ical department  of  Iowa  Mr.  Aldrich  has 
rendered  the  state  a  most  valuable  service. 
The  great  building  now  being  erected  will 
stand  as  a  monument  to  his  unselfish  devo- 
tion and  energetic  persistence,  for  without 
him  the  historical  department  would  not 
exist.  He  began  to  collect  autographs 
when  he  was  a  boy,  and  as  he  grew  in 
knowledge  of  the  world  and  into  wider  op- 
portunities for  obtaining  interesting  and 
instructive  specimens,  he  acquired  a  repu- 
tation as  a  collector,  and  by  the  time  that 
he  and  his  wife  suggested  its  presentation 
to  the  state,  it  had  become  both  interesting 
and  valuable.  In  1884  the  legislature  ac- 
cepted the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aldrich, 
which  was  conditioned  upon  its  being  kept 
in  suitable  cases,  by  itself,  in  the  state 
library,  and  that  they  might  make  addi- 
tions to  it.  This  was  continued  until  1892, 
Mr.  Aldrich  devoting  a  large  amount  of 
time  and  much  money  to  making  additions 
to,  and  caring  for,  the  collection,  which 
was  an  object  of  universal  interest  and  in- 
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struction.  In  1892  the  legislature,  upon 
the  showing  made  by  Mr.  Aldrich,  estab- 
lished the  historical  department,  with  an 
annual  appropriation  of  $6,000,  and  as- 
signed it  to  rooms  in  the  basement  of  the 
state  house.  Since  then  its  growth  has 
been  rapid.  It  long  ago  outgrew  its  cramped 
quarters  and  Mr.  Aldrich  set  out  to  get  a 
building.  The  legislature  was  at  first  slow 
to  provide  for  the  work,  but  as  the 
people  began  to  see  its  importance,  and  to 
receive  benefits  from  the  small  beginning, 
the  legislature,  in  response  to  popular  de- 
mand, made  an  appropriation  in  1897  for  a 
small  building,  to  cost  $25,000,  including 
pounds.  The  grouad  was  purchased,  but 
the  executive  council  considered  the 
amount  too  small  to  commence  building,  so 
it  was  decided  to  wait  for  the  next  legis- 
lature, in  1898,  which  provided  for  the 
present  wing,  to  cost  $50,000,  and  by  the 
sale  of  another  piece  of  property  a  better 
site  was  secured,  plans  for  a  $300,000  build- 
ing adopted  and  work  commenced  in  the 
fall  of  1898.  The  corner  stone  of  the  first, 
or  west,  wing  was  laid  with  imposing  cere- 
monies May  17,  1899.  Governor  Shaw, 
James  HarlaUj^John  A.  Kasson  Theodore 
S.  Parvin,  A.  B.  P.  Hildreth,  Dr.  W.  M. 
Salter,  Rev.  T;  M.  Lenehan  and  Mr.  Aid- 
rich  participated  in  these  exercises.  The 
man  to  whc^e  efforts  all  this  achievement 
was  due  has  ^^^!rare  satisfaction  of  seeing 
his  work  fpr"  the  people  fully  appreci- 
ated during*  hi&.lifetime.  The  educational 
value  of  the  department  is  now  recognize^ ' 
by  everyone,  for  it  is  collecting  and  pre- 
serving from  destruction  and  making  ac- 
cessible the  historical  materials  of  the 
state. 

Mr.  Aldrich  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
monument  to  the  victims  of  the  Spirit 
Lake  Indian  massacre  of  1857,  which  was 
built  in  1894,  by  a  legislative  appropria- 
tion. He  placed  a  tablet  in  the  Webster 
City  court  house  to  the  memory  of  the 
rescue  company  that  went  to  the  relief  of 
the  settlement,  and  he  gathered  the  data 
and  prepared  the  inscriptions  that  went  on 
the  monument,  including  the  names  of  all 
the  members  of  that  heroic  band  of  pio- 
neers. Mr.  Aldrich  was  a  member  of  the 
commission  appointed  by  Governor  Jack- 
son to  have  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
monument. 

In  July,  1851,  Mr.  Aldrich  was  married 
to  Matilda  Olivia  Williams,  in  Knowles- 
ville,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  in  Dansville, 
Livingstone  county,  N.  Y.,  August  8,  1836, 
and  died  in  Boone,  Iowa,  on  the  18th  of 


September,  1892.  Her  grandfather  was  a 
revolutionary  soldier.  She  was  an  ideal 
companion  for  her  husband.  She  sympa- 
thized with  him  in  all  his  ambitions,  and 
was  his  most  valued  and  kindly  critic  and 
counsellor.  In  the  love  and  protection  of 
animal  and  bird  life  they  were  especially 
united,  and  their  home  was  always  the 
paradise  of  numerous  pets.  Her  death  was 
a  very  hard  triaJ  for  her  husband  and  he 
has  devoted  some  of  his  best  efforts  to 
memorials  to  her.  Mr.  Aldrich  was  married 
a  second  time,  November  12,  1898,  to  Miss 
Thirza^  Louise  Briggs,  of  Webster  City, 
who  had  been  the  most  intimate  friend  of 
his  first  wife,  and  their  closest  companion 
for  many  years.  They  live  in  Boone, 
where  they  have  an  ideal  home. 

The  historical  department  publishes  a 
quarterly  known  as  the  Annals  of  loiva,  in 
which  is  collected  important  historical 
papers,  liberally  illustrated,  and  short 
obituaries  of  the  noted  men  of  the  state 
who  have  passed  away  during  the  three 
months  previous.  To  the  editorship  of 
this  publication  Mr.  Aldrich  gives  his  best 
thought.  As  a  writer  he  has  been  success- 
ful, because  he  wrote  from  conviction  and 
upon  thorough  information.  He  is  a  many- 
sided  and  well  informed  man,  versed  in 
science,  literature  and  politics,  having  had 
a  part  in  all.  He  has  been  a  welcome  con- 
tributor to  periodicals,  and  is  the  friend 
and  intimate  of  many  distinguished  men 
and  women,  who  have  been  glad  to  lend 
their  aid  to  his  work  for  the  state  of  Iowa. 
No  man  has  a  greater  pride  in  his  state 
than  he,  and  none  has  done  more  to  dem- 
onstrate it. 


PARVIN,  Hon.  Theodore  S.  (Written 
by  Hon.  Charles  Aldrich.)  It  is  so  long 
since  Mr.  Parvin  came  to  Iowa  that  he  al- 
most antedates  history.  The  memories  of 
but  few  of  our  day  go  back  to  the  time 
when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi.  His  ca- 
reer from  that  early  period  has  been  one 
of  distinguished  usefulness — in  fact,  speak- 
ing from  what  I  believe  to  be  a  just  and 
impartial  standpoint,  I  do  not  know  of 
another  Iowa  man  whose  public  career  in 
far-reaching  results  has  been  more  truly 
useful. 

Judge  Parvin  was  born  in  Cedarville, 
Cumberland  county,  N.  J.,  January  15, 
1817,  and  has  therefore  just  entered  upon 
his  82d  year.  He  was  educated  at  Cincin- 
nati and  Woodward  colleges,  Ohio,  but 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  at  Burlington 
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in  1838— sixty-one  years  ago.  In  August 
of  that  year  he  appeared  before  the  Hon. 
Thomas  S.  Wilson  of  Dubuque,  then  asso- 
ciate judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
territory,  by  whom  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  the  bar.  As  a  memorial  of 
those  days  Mr.  Parvin's  certificate  of  ad- 
mission **to  practice  in  all  or  any  courts 
of  record  in  the  territory  aforesaid,"  is 
carefully  preserved  in  the  'Aldrich  collec- 
tion" in  the  Historical  Department  of 
Iowa.  At  the  first  session  of  the  territorial 
supreme  court  of  this  state,    November, 

1838,  Mr.  Parvin  was  the  youngest  of 
twenty  attorneys  who  were  admitted  to 
practice.  Of  this  class  he  is  now  the  sole 
survivor.  During  that  year  Gov.  Robert 
Lucas,  whose  Andrew  Jackson  face  used 
to  appear  on  the  bills  of  the  old  State 
Bank  of  Iowa,  appointed  Mr.  Parvin  terri- 
torial librarian  and  also  private  secretary. 
About  this  time  Mr.  Parvin  went  east  to 
purchase  books  for  the  foundation  of  the 
territorial  library— to  the  amount  of  $5,000. 
Governor  Lucas  receipted  to  him  for  these 
books,  and  that  receipt,  with  the  gover- 
nor's quaint  signature,  is  also  in  the  **Ald- 
rich  collection,"  as  well  as  Mr.  Parvin's 
commission  as  territorial  librarian.  Mr. 
Parvin  should  have  been  kept  in  the  posi- 
tion of  state  librarian  from  that  day  to 
this  for  he  has  scarcely  an  equal — I  fully 
believe  no  superior — as  a  collector  of  liter- 
ary wares,  antiquities,  materials  for  his- 
tory, etc.,  in  the  United  States.  Wiscon- 
sin had  **a  mate  to  him  " — Hon.  Lyman 
C.  Draper — who  retained  the  position  until 
three  or  four  years  ago,  when  he  was 
forced  to  retire  by  the  infirmities  of  age. 
Parvin  was  not  retained,  for  our  state 
adopted  the  senseless  policy  of  appointing 
our  librarians  for  short  terms  and  for  polit- 
ical reasons,  a  policy  now  happily  aban- 
doned. 

The  next  position  to  which  Mr.  Parvin 
was  appointed  was  that  of  district  attorney 
for*  the  middle  district  of  Iowa,  in  the  year 

1839.  In  1840  he  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  territorial  council.  In  1844  he,  with 
Lieutenant-Governor  Eastman  and  Hon. 
Shepard  Leffter.  successfully  stumped  the 
middle  district  of  the  territory  against  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  constitution  be- 
cause the  boundaries  of  the  state  would 
cut  Iowa  off  from  the  Mississippi  river. 
To  him  and  his  colleagues  the  defeat  of 
that  measure  is  due.  Prom  1847  to  1857 
he  was  clerk  of  the  United  States  district 
court.  From  1848  to  1850  he  was  county 
judge.     This  last  was  a  position  in  those 


days  of  much  power  and  responsibility,  as 
the  county  judge  in  those  days  had  more 
power  than  the  present  board  of  super- 
visors. Mr.  Parvin  held  for  one  term  the 
position  of  register  of  the  state  land  oflSce, 
1857-8.  Prom  1860  to  1870  he  was  profes- 
sor of  the  natural  sciences  in  the  State 
university,  acting  also  as  secretary  of  the 
Iowa  State  Historical  society  during  the 
years    1864,    1865    and    1866.     He    edited 


**The  Annals  of  Iowa"  for  many  years, 
and  has  been  a  contributor  to  its  pages 
from  the  beginning. 

Since  the  intrwiuction  of  BVeemasonry 
in  Iowa,  in  1840,  Mr.  Parvin  has  been  its 
foremost  representative.  In  1844  he  was 
chosen  grand  secretary  of  the  order,  a  po- 
sition which  he  has  filled  admirably  until 
the  present  time.  He  has  superintended 
its  publications  during  all  these  years, 
initiated  and  attended  its  most  distinguish- 
ing functions,  laying  corner  stones,  deliv- 
ering lectures  and  addresses,  finally  crown- 
ing his  grand  work  by  the  erection  of  the 
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Masonic  library  building  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
where  the  headquarters  of  the  fraternity 
was  established  in  1885.  This  building 
contains  the  finest  Masonic  library  in  the 
world,  a  single  fact  which  shows  the  emi- 
nence of  Mr.  Parvin  as  a  Masonic  collector. 
Aside  from  its  Masonic  material  it  contains 
the  finest  general  museum  in  our  state. 

Many  men  are  mere  collectors  and  noth- 
ing else;  Parvin,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  man 
of  wide  intelligence,  possessing  extensive 
and  accurate  knowledge  in  many  direc- 
tions. He  has  written  a  history  of  the 
**  Newspaper  Press  of  Iowa, "  from  1836  to 
1846.  He  is  also  the  author  of  **  Masonry 
in  Iowa,"  a  ** History  of  Templary  in  the 
United  States, "  and  of  **  Early  Schools  and 
Teachers  in  Iowa,''  1830-60. 

The  readiest  of  speakers,  there  are  few 
men  living  who  have  delivered  as  many 
addresses,  or  upon  as  wide  a  diversity  of 
subjects,  as  Masonry,  early  history,  educa- 
tioQ,  politics  (in  the  olden  time,  long  ago), 
natural  history,  social  science,  etc.  He 
has  also  contributed  largely  to  other  col- 
lections, as  the  Davenport  Academy  of 
Sciences,  the  State  library,  the  library  of 
the  State  university,  the  State  Historical  * 
society,  and  the  **Aldrich  Collection  "  at 
the  capitol  of  the  state.  Other  collectors 
always  find  him  whole  souled  and  liberal, 
with  no  stint  of  good  words  for  all  earnest 
workers  on  collateral  lines. 

His  memory  will  be  perpetuated  in  all 
of  the  institutions  named,  as  long  as  they 
shall  exist.  Recollections  of  men  stand 
little  chance  of  preservation  unless  they 
are  ''salted  down  "  in  print  which  is  gath- 
ered into  public  libraries.  Of  the  men 
who  filled  the  public  eye  twenty-five  years 
a^o,  how  few  are  remembered  to-day! 
They  have  come  and  gone,  like  the  ephem- 
era of  a  soft  night  in  June!  But  in  the 
libraries  I  have  named  the  reader  in  future 
years  will  find  multiplied  and  most  precious 
gifts  from  the  ever  free  and  generous  hand 
of  Theodore  S.  Parvin.  They  will  also 
preserve  the  names  and  records  of  hun- 
dreds of  other  men,  and  not  at  all  unlikely, 
of  many  who  have  looked  upon  his  own 
work  in  this  direction  with  coldness  and 
distrust,  doing  their  best  possibly  to 
thwart  or  embarrass  him  in  his  earnest 
and  most  patriotic  efforts.  ''And  if,'*  as 
Daniel  Webster  said,  speaking  of  himself, 
"the  mould  shall  gather  upon  his  mem- 
ory,"  there  will  be  plenty  of  students  of 
Iowa  history  who  will  scrape  the  moss 
away  from  the  inscription. 

All  honor,  then,  to   the  man  who  has 


done  so  much  more  than  all  others  to  pre- 
serve the  materials  of  early  Iowa  history. 
His  will  be  one  of  the  very  few  names  of 
Iowa  men  which  will  be  imperishable.  His 
good  works  will  live  after  him  to  the  latest 
generation,  "to  the  last  syllable  of  re- 
corded time." 


DODGE,  General  Grenville  Mellen, 
whose  name  is  written  permanently  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  and  whose 
fame  is  cherished  as  a  precious  heritage  by 
the  people  of  Iowa,  who  claim  him  as  their 
own,  is  a  resident  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa; 


his  business  is  in  New  York  City.  He 
occupies  a  position  of  the  highest  honor  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public  and  of  the 
business  world,  for  he  has  achieved  extraor- 
dinary success  as  a  commander,  a  leader, 
not  only  in  time  of  war  but  in  time  of  peace. 
General  Dodge  is  at  this  time  and  has  been 
for  some  years  regarded  as  the  greatest  of 
the  surviving  generals  of  the  civil  war. 
The  confidant  of  Lincoln  and  Grant,  the 
man  they  unquestionably  trusted,  both  in 
matters  of  judgment  and  execution,  he  is  a 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  history  of  the 
civil  war.  His  long  and  uninterrupted 
series  of  triumphs  as  a  railway  builder, 
have  made  him  not  only  famous  as  an 
engineer  and  financier,  but  have  given  him 
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the  comforts  which  wealth  has  secured, 
and  which  he  so  richly  deserves. 

General  Dodge  was  born  in  Danvers, 
Mass.,  April  12,  1831.  His  father  was 
Sylvanus  Dodge,  born  in  Rowly,  Mass.,  in 
1801,  and  died  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
December  23,  1871.  The  first  of  the  Dodge 
family  in  America  was  Richard,  born  in 
England,  who  came  over  with  the  Plymouth 
colony  in  1629,  with  his  brother  William. 
General  Dodge  is  of  the  ninth  generation 
in  America.  His  mother  was  Julia  Theresa 
Phillips,  a  native  of  New  England,  whose 
family  came  from  England  in  the  year 
1700.  She  and  Sylvanus  Dodge  were 
married  in  1827,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren: Grenville  M.,  1831;  Nathan  Phillips, 
1837  and  Julia  Mary,  1843.  Mr.  Dodge 
was  a  merchant  and  postmaster  of  his  town 
at  one  time.  His  children  enjoyed  only 
limited  educational  opportunities,  assisting 
in  the  store  and  working  on  farms  during 
the  summer  time  and  going  to  the  common 
schools  during  the  winters  With  the 
industry,  energy  and  determination  which 
characterized  his  subsequent  career,  Gren- 
ville M.  Dodge  set  to  work  when  a  young 
boy  to  secure  an  education.  He  had  good 
health  and  could  stand  work,  so  he  prepared 
himself  at  the  age  of  14  to  enter  the  academy 
at  Durham,  N.  H.,  and  the  following  year 
entered  the  Norwich  university  of  Vermont, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  as  a  civil 
engineer  in  the  scientific  course  in  1850. 
After  this  he  had  a  short  course  in  Captain 
Partridge's  Military  academy  in  Vermont. 
In  1851  he  went  west  and  began  his  career 
as  a  railway  builder,  being  soon  engaged 
with  Peter  A.  Dey,  afterward  railway 
commissioner  of  Iowa,  in  building  the 
Chicago  &  Rock  Island  railway,  and  then 
tiie  Mississippi^  Missouri  River  railroad, 
ft:om  Davenport  to  Council  Bluffs,  now 
tinited  as  the  Chicago,-  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  railway.  During  this  time  he  began 
to  form  the  plans  which  he  afterward 
carried  out  for  the  building  of  the  great 
Pacific  railway,  and  as  he  had  opportunities 
from  1853  to  1861,  he  explored  the  country 
west  of  the  Missouri  and  examined  the 
Rocky  mountains  from  north  to  south  to 
find  tihe  best  place  to  cross  with  a  railway, 
which  he  predicted  would  be  built  some 
day  not  far  off.  He  laid  out,  in  his  mind 
and  in  letters,  the  route  which  was  after- 
ward selected.  In  1854  he  removed  to 
Council  Bluffs  and  engaged  in  engineering 
and  freighting  across  the  plains.  He  also 
helped  to  organize  the  banking  house  of 
Baldwin  &  Dodge,  which  is  now  the  Council 


Bluffs  Savings  bank,  of  which  N.  P.  Dodge 
is  president.  In  1856  he  organized  the 
Council  Bluffs  guards,  the  nucleus  of  his 
future  great  command,  and  was  made  its 
captain. 

In  1855,  the  parents  of  the  young  engineer 
removed  to  Dodge  county.  Neb.,  settling 
among  the  Indians,  the  farthest  west  of  any 
white  settlers.  Three  years  later  they 
removed  to  Council  Bluffs,  where  they 
spent  the  rest  their  days. 

The  war  of  the  rebellion  took  from 
General  Dodge  some  of  the  best  years  of 
his  life  and  robbed  him  of  his  splendid 
health,  but  it  gave  him  an  undying  fame. 
His  services  to  the  nation  have  been  spoken 
of  with  enthusiasm  in  the  official  letters  of 
his  commanding  officers  and  have  been 
recognized  by  many  marks  of  honor  not 
ordinarily  bestowed.  Being  sent  to  Wash- 
ington by  Governor  Kirkwood  in  1861,  to 
arrange  for  equipment  for  Iowa  troops,  his 
worth  was  instantly  recognized  by  the  war 
department,  for  he  secured  the  arms, 
ammunition,  etc.,  after  the  delegation  in 
congress  had  failed,  and  he  was  offered  by 
the  war  department  a  commission  as  captain 
*  in  the  regular  army.  He  declined  this  to 
return  to  his  own  state,  and  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  war  department, 
Governor  Kirkwood  commissioned  him 
colonel  and  authorized  him  to  raise  a  regi- 
ment, the  Fourth  infantry.  A  surplusage 
of  volunteers  was  converted  into  the 
Second  (Dodge's)  artillery.  Early  in  the 
summer  of  1861,  Colonel  Dodge  took  a  part 
of  his  command,  before  it  was  completed, 
and  made  an  excursion  into  Missouri,  driv- 
ing the  guerrillas  that  infested  the  north- 
western part  of  that  state  to  flight.  He 
also  checked  the  rebel  colonel  Poindexter's 
movement  and  forced  him  to  retreat  into 
the  southern  part  of  the  state.  Colonel 
Dodge,  with  his  regiment,  was  first  as- 
signed to  Rolla,  Mo.,  and  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  Fourth  brigade.  In  the 
celebrated  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  this  brigade 
was  under  fire  for  three  days,  March  6,  7 
and  8, 1862,  and  its  commanding  officer  was 
in  the  thick  of  the  fight;  had  three  horses 
shot  under  him,  and  was  seriously  wounded, 
but  stayed  in  his  place  till  the  end  of  the 
fight.  He  lost  one-third  of  his  entire  com- 
mand, every  field  officer  being  either  killed 
or  wounded,  for  he  would  not  retreat.  His 
cool  head,  full  appreciation  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  situation  and  his  unswerving 
courage  helped  to  win  a  great  victory.  For 
this  he  was  immediately  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA 


159 


After  recovering  from  his  wounds,  Gen- 
eral Dodge  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Colum- 
bus, Ky.,  to  rebuild  the  Mobile  &  Ohio 
railroad,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
rebels,  and  was  much  needed  to  supply  the 
army.  Later,  in  1862,  General  Dodge  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  second 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  in 
the  district  of  Corinth,  where  he  rendered 
valuable  service.  He  opened  the  campaign 
of  1863  by  defeating  the  rebel  forces  under 
Forrest,  Roddy,  Ferguson  and  others,  and 
took  a  principal  part  in  a  movement  on 
Granada,  Miss.,  that  resulted  in  capturing 
fifty -five  locomotives  and  1,000  cars.  On 
July  5th,  the  day  after  the  fall  of  Vicks- 
burg,  General  Grant  was  so  much  pleased 
with  General  Dodge  that  he  assigned  him 
to  the  command  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
Sixteenth  Army  corps,  with  headquarters 
at  Corinth,  and  later  in  the  month  recom- 
mended and  requested  that  he  be  promoted 
to  be  major-general.  This  was  approved 
by  General  Halleck,  and  afterward  by 
Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  and  the  promotion 
was  made  May  22,  1864,  in  recognition  of 
General  Dodge's  brilliant  work  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  With  two 
divisions  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  corps  he 
joined  General  Sherman,  at  Chattanooga, 
on  May  4,  1864,  and  was  intrusted  with  the 
Bidvance  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in 
its  famous  movements  at  the  opening  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  taking  Ship's  Gap,  at 
midnight,  on  May  5th,  and  Snake  Creek 
Gap,  on  May  8th,  reaching  Johnson's  rear  at 
Hesaca  and  forcing  him  to  give  up  his 
impregnable  position  at  Dalton,  Ga.  His 
corps  also  took  part  in  all  the  battles  up  to 
Atlanta  and  Jonesborough,Ga.  He  was  suc- 
cessful in  many  brilliant  engagements,  and 
especially  distinguished  himself  in  the 
neatest  and  most  decisive  battle  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  July  22,  1864.  While 
standing  in  a  trench  before  Atlanta  he  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  head,  August  19, 
1864,  and  was  sent  north  to  recover.  On 
the  first  of  November,  following,  he  was 
ready  for  duty  and  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, December  2d,  superseding  General 
Rosecrans.  The  country  there  was  over- 
run by  guerrillas  and  the  army  was  in  bad 
condition.  General  Dodge  soon  had  the 
army  in  good  shai)e,  quelled  the  general 
Indian  outbreak  which  then  threatened 
along  the  entire  frontier,  and  made  vigor- 
ous war  on  the  guerrillas.  Gen.  Jeff 
Thompson's  command,  with  8,000  officers 
and  men  in  Arkansas,  surrendered  to  him. 


At  the  close  of  the  war  General  Dodge's 
command  was  made  to  include  all  the 
Indian  country  of  the  west  and  northwest. 
For  a  year  after  the  close  of  the  rebellion, 
General  Dodge  was  engaged  in  fighting 
Indians,  and  he  succeeded  in  bringing 
them  to  peace  by  his  vigorous  and  uncom- 
promising methods.  After  completing  the 
Indian  campaign  General  Dodge  was,  at 
his  earnest  request  relieved  of  his  com- 
mand May  1, 1866,  and  his  resignation  from 
the  army  was  accepted  May  30, 1866.  Gen- 
eral Dodge  was  selected  by  General  Grant 
at  the  head  of  the  list  of  major-generals  of 
volunteers  whom  he  would  have  retain  this 
rank  in  the  regular  army. 

In  July,  1866,  the  republicans  of  the 
Fifth  congressional  district  of  Iowa  nomi- 
nated General  Dodge  for  congress,  wholly 
without  his  solicitation.  He  reluctantly 
accepted  one  term.  He  was  of  great  assist- 
ance in  putting  the  army  on  a  peace  foot- 
ing, and  in  the  solution  of  questions 
pertaining  to  the  internal  improvement  of 
the  west  and  the  building  of  the  trans- 
continental railway  lines.  His  fame  as  an 
engineer  made  his  counsel  heeded.  Dur- 
ing his  term  in  congress  General  Dodge 
hiKl  kept  up  his  work  as  chief  engineer  of 
the  Union  Pacific,  a  position  which  he  had 
accepted  immediately  upon  his  retirement 
from  the  army.  The  building  of  that  great 
railway  is  the  chief  monument  to  the  great- 
ness of  the  man,  the  engineer.  He  over- 
came all  obstacles,  and  they  were  many.* 
At  one  time  the  whole  project  was  about  to 
fall  when  General  Dodge  appeared  in  New 
York,  in  1867,  and  proved  that  the  fears  of 
the  financiers,  as  to  the  cost,  were  greatly 
exaggerated,  and  the  plans  were  carried 
forward.  Nearly  every  mile  had  to  be 
built  under  military  protection,  on  account 
of  the  hostility  of  Indians,  and  many  of  the 
best  men  employed  in  the  work  were 
killed.  The  materials  had  to  be  hauled 
hundreds  of  miles.  Opposition  and  suspi- 
cion were  encountered  on  every  hand,  but 
the  genius  of  the  engineer  and  the  man  of 
affairs  was  great  enough  to  conquer  all  the 
enemies  of  the  enterprise  and  satisfy  the 
doubters.  He  stood  by  his  locations  and 
grades  regardless  of  the  criticisms  of 
others  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing his  work  approved  by  all  the  govern- 
ment commissioners  appointed  to  examine 
it,  and  by  the  engineers  who  examined 
it  to  find  changes  that  would  better  it. 
No  material  changes  were  made.  The 
great  undertaking  was  completed  May  10, 
1869,   at  Promontory  Point,   Utah,    1,186 
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miles  from  the  starting  point  on  the  Mis- 
souri river. 

General  Dodge  has  built  many  other 
railways,  among  them  the  following:  Texas 
&  Pacific;  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas;  In- 
ternational &  Great  Northern;  New  Orleans 
&  Pacific;  Des  Moines,  Northern  &  West- 
ern; Oriental  &  Mexican  Southern  (par- 
tially);^ Port  Worth  &  Denver;  Denver, 
Texas  &  Port  Worth,  and  several  other 
lines  in  which  he  was  more  or  less  in- 
terested. Prom  1874  to  1879  he  spent  a 
portion  of  each  year  abroad,  and  was  con- 
sulted by  the  builders  of  the  great  Russian 
trans-continental  line  from  St.  Petersburg 
through  Siberia  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and 
on  other  foreign  enterprises.  He  was  asked 
to  take  charge  of  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provements in  China,  but  the  project  failed 
at  first  on  account  of  the  death  of  Anson 
Burlingame,  former  United  States  minister 
to  China,  who  had  it  in  charge,  and  when 
the  Chinese  government  again  asked  him 
to  go  to  China  for  this  purpose,  in  1886,  he 
was  unable  to  go. 

All  the  military  organizations  growing 
out  of  the  civil  war  have  found  in  General 
Dodge  a  strong  supporter.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  organizers  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
and  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  Upon  the 
death  of  General  Sherman  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  He  is  also  vice-president 
of  the  Grant  Monument  association  and 
president  of  the  Grant  Birthday  association, 
both  of  New  York.  He  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Pellows,  to  the  Union  League  club  of 
New  York,  and  the  United  Service  club. 
He  is  president  of  the  Norwich  University 
association  of  New  York  and  belongs  to 
many  other  organizations.  He  was  made 
chairman  of  the  commission  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  the  war  with  Spain  by 
President  McKinley. 

Always  an  earnest  republican.  General 
Dodge,  was  a  delegate-at-large  from  Iowa 
to  the  republican  national  coventions  at 
Philadelphia,  Chicago,  and  Cincinnati,  and 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  every  presi- 
dential campaign  during  and  since  the  cam- 
paign that  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


TRIMBLE  Henry  Hoffman,  of  Keo- 
kuk, is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  lawyers 
in  Iowa,  and  a  prominent  leader  of  the 
democratic  party.  His  father,  John  Trim- 
ble, was  born  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  in 
A.  D.  1800.     He  was  of  German  descent. 


and  was  the  son  of  a  Virginian  who  served 
in  the  revolution.  In  1820  he  became  a  pi- 
lot on  a  pioneer  steamboat  plying  between 
Pittsburg  and  Cincinnati.  He  was  married 
in  1823  to  Elizabeth  Hoffman,  also  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  of  German  and  Scotch  de- 
scent She  persuaded  him  to  quit  boating, 
for  she  considered  it  demoralizing;  so  they 
moved  into  the  wilderness  of  Dearborn 
county,  Ind.^  and  opened  a  farm. 

Here  Henry  H.  was  bom  May  3,  1827. 
He  memorized  Noah  Webster's  spelling 
book  from  beginning  to  end  in  the  little 
log  schoolhouses  of  Rush  and  Shelby  coun- 
ties, which  were  provided  with  rude  furni- 
ture and  ruder  masters,  who  sat  in  the 


middle  of  the  room  holding  beech  switches 
long  enough  to  reach  the  remotest  child. 
At  13  young  Trimble  became  interested  in 
reading,  through  the  influence  of  James 
Clark,  an  Englishman,  who  organized  a 
small  circulating  library  near  by.  The 
boy  eagerly  read  such  books  as  **Grim- 
shaw*s  History  of  Greece  and  Rome," 
Good's  ** Book  of  Nature,"  and  Dickens' 
works.  He  was  deeply  impressed,  and  was 
filled  with  a  desire  for  higher  education. 
At  14  he  sold  a  horse,  the  gift  of  his  grand- 
father, and  with  the  money  secured  six 
months'  schooling  at  a  small  academy  in 
Shelby  ville.  He  then  worked  a  year  longer 
on  the  home  farm,  studying  at  every  spare 
moment.     At  16  he  taught  a  six  months' 
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term  of  school  in  Bartholomew  county, 
near  Columbus,  after  which  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  He  read  Blackstone  and 
Kent;  spent  a  year  in  a  little  college  just 
started  at  Franklin,  Johnson  county;  and 
the  next  year,  1844,  entered  the  State  uni- 
versity at  Bloomington,  Ind.,  and  remained 
until  the  close  of  his  first  term  of  the  sen- 
ior year,  when  he  went  to  Greencastle  and 
entered  the  senior  class  of  Asbury  college, 
graduating  July  27,  1847,  at  the  age  of  20, 
with  the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  He  paid 
all  his  expenses  by  manual  labor,  such  as 
cutting  cordwood  and  teaching  night 
schools.  After  graduation  he  served  a 
year  in  the  Mexican  war,  enlisting  as  a  vol- 
unteer with  the  Fifth  Indiana  infantry. 
He  spent  most  of  the  time  as  a  clerk  in  the 
quartermaster's  department.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  took  charge  of  the  Shelby- 
ville  academy,  at  the  same  time  studying 
law  under  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  after- 
wards vice-president,  and  E.  H.  Davis.  He 
came  to  .Iowa  in  November,  1849,  and  in 
February,  1850,  began  practicing  law  at 
Bloomfield,  Davis  county.  He  was  county 
attorney  four  years,  beginning  in  1850,  and 
state  senator  from  1855  to  1859.  In  1861 
he  was  a  leading  organizer  of  the  Third 
Iowa  cavalry,  and  as  lieutenant-colonel  had 
charge  of  the  regiment  during  his  stay  in 
the  service.  It  bore  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing one  of  the  best  drilled  regiments  in  the 
volunteer  service.  In  1862,  while  leading 
a  charge  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  he  was 
severely  wounded,  and  in  October  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disabilities  result 
ing  from  the  wound.  During  the  same 
month  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Second 
judicial  district  of  Iowa,  and  served  four 
years.  In  1866  he  helped  organize  the  St. 
Louis  &  Cedar  Rapids  Railroad  company, 
in  1868  becoming  its  president.  A  road, 
now  a  part  of  the  Wabash  line,  was  con- 
structed from  Coatsville,  on  the  state  line 
between  Iowa  and  Missouri,  through 
Bloomfield  to  Ottumwa. 

Before  the  war  Judge  Trimble  was  in 
partnership  with  a  brother-in-law,  James 
Baker,  colonel  of  the  Second  Iowa  infant- 
ry, who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Corinth. 
After  the  war  his  partner  was  S.  S.  Car- 
ruthers,  another  brother-in-law,  from  1867 
to  1881,  when  Judge  Trimble  removed  from 
Bloomfield  to  Keokuk. 

He  has  been  attorney  for  some  of  the 
leading  railroads  of  Iowa,  and  since  1882 
has  been  employed  by  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy,  the  St.  Louis,  Keokuk 
&  Northwestern,  and  the  Chicago,  Bur- 


lington &  Kansas  City  Railroad  compan- 
ies. The  judge  is  a  diligent,  thorough  stu- 
dent of  law,  and  stands  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  Iowa  bar.  He  was  president  of  the 
State  Bar  association  in  1877. 

He  has  organized  and  is  now  president 
of  three  banks:  the  Albia  State  bank,  Keo- 
sauqua  State  bank,  and  the  Bloomfield 
State  bank,  all  of  which  are  prosperous 
institutions. 

Judge  Trimble  has  always  been  an  act- 
ive democrat  but  has  never  asked  for  of- 
fice except  when  he  was  elected  judge  of 
the  district  court.  He,  however,  received 
the  support  of  his  party  once  for  United 
States  senator,  twice  for  congress,  three 
times  for  supreme  judge,  and  once  for  gov- 
ernor. He  repudiated  the  Chicago  plat- 
form in  1896,  and  helped  organize  the  na- 
tional democratic  party,  being  a  delegate 
at  large  to  the  national  convention  at  In- 
dianapolis. 

The  judge  was  married  May  5,  1849,  to 
Miss  Emma  Carruthers.  They  have  five 
children,  as  follows:  Palmer,  Frank  K., 
Henryette,  now  Mrs.  O.  D.  May;  Hattie, 
now  Mrs.  O.  S.  Stanbro,  and  Helen  Trim- 
ble.    Frank  is  now  dead. 


BUNCOMBE,  John  Francis,  of  Fort 
Dodge,  is,  and  has  been,  for  more  than  forty 
years,  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of 
Iowa.  He  is  a  direct  descendant  from  the 
Duncombes  of  England,  several  of  whom 
have,  in  different  generations,  served  their 
country  in  parliament  and  other  public  po- 
sitions. Charles  Duncombe,  from  whom 
the  American  branch  of  the  family  has  de- 
scended, was  a  staunch  patriot  in  revolu- 
tionary days.  Out  of  his  large  fortune  he 
contributed  more  than  £60,000  in  aid  of  the 
struggle  of  the  colonies  for  independence. 
He  gave  his  life  as  well  as  a  large  share  of 
his  fortune  to  the  patriot  cause  in  the  war 
for  national  freedom.  His  son,  the  grand- 
father of  John  F.,  was  a  volunteer  in  the 
American  army  in  the  second  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  1812.  Eli  Duncombe,  the 
father  of  John  F.,  was  a  farmer  in  Erie 
county,  Pa.,  in  moderate  circumstances. 
His  son  was  born  on  the  farm  October  22^ 
1831.  His  education  began  in  a  log  school 
house,  and  when  16  years  of  age,  he  was 
sent  to  Allegheny  college,  at  Meadville, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  three 
years.  From  there  he  went  to  Centre  col- 
lege, at  Danville,  Ky.,  where  he  graduated 
with  high  honors,  in  June,  1852,  and,  re- 
turning to  Allegheny  college,  graduated 
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there  the  same  month.  Afterwards,  Alle- 
gheny college  conferred  on  him  the  degree 
of  A.  M.  During  his  college  course  Mr. 
Buncombe  taught  school  during  vacations 
to  procure  the  means  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses, beginning  to  teach  before  he  was 
17  years  of  age.  After  leaving  college  he 
studied  law  at  Erie,  Pa.,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  and  entered  into  practice  in  1853. 
December  29,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Carrie  Perkins,  who  died  November  19, 
1854,  at  Erie,  where  they  had  settled.  In 
1855  Mr.  Duncombe  borrowed  $300  from 
his  father,  having  surrendered  his  interest 
in  the  paternal  estate  in  consideration  of 
money  advanced  to  meet  college  expenses, 
and  with  that  small  sum  as  his  entire  for- 
tune, boldly  struck  out  for  the  west  to  make 
his  way  in  the  world.  He  pushed  on  out 
to  the  little  frontier  town  of  Fort  Dodge, 
Iowa,  then  (in  April,  1855),  a  village  of  a 
few  hundred  inhabitants,  remote  from  rail- 
roads, and  surrounded  by  vast,  wild,  un- 
broken prairies.  Here  he  opened  a  law 
office  in  a  county  that  had  a  population  of 
but  little  more  than  1,000  people,  counting 
men,  women  and  children.  The  land  in  all 
directions  still  belonged  to  the  government, 
with  the  exception  of  isolated  claims  along 
the  streams  where  timber  and  springs  could 
be  found.  The  pioneers  had  little  money 
and  seldom  indulged  in  the  luxury  of  liti- 
gation. The  prospect  for  profitable  law 
business  was  in  the  remote  future,  and 
chiefly  upon  such  anticipation  the  san- 
guine young  attorney  somehow  managed 
to  live  in  a  style  that  was  far  from  luxuri- 
ous. He  had  faith  in  the  development  of 
a  region  rich  in  nature's  elements  of 
wealth,  which  the  hopeful  and  vigorous 
young  pioneers  were  determined  to  hasten 
by  every  energy  they  were  endowed  with. 
It  was  a  long,  hard,  slow  process  of  evolu- 
tion, but  Mr.  Duncombe,  and  a  few  others, 
stuck  to  the  beautiful  location,  and  were 
powerful  factors  in  working  out  the  trans- 
ition from  poverty,  in  the  bleak  wilder- 
ness of  water- soaked,  muskrat  populated 
marshes,  to  a  garden  spot  of  well  tilled 
farms,  and  a  city  of  thrift,  wealth,  culture 
and  refinement.  Year  by  year,  the  old  trail 
of  Indians,  buffalo,  hunters  and  trappers 
were  gradually  effaced  by  plow,  cultivator, 
wagon  and  railroad.  With  youth,  energy, 
sanguine  expectations  and  unflagging  cour- 
age, the  young  men  who  sought  homes  in 
the  wilds  of  northwestern  Iowa,  could  not 
fail.  They  came  of  the  sturdy  race  of  men 
and  women  who  had,  generations  before, 
subdued  the  forests,  savages  and  all  im- 


pediments to  civilization  in  the  east,  and 
their  inheritance  of  the  sterling  qualities . 
of  such  ancestors  was  a  sure  guaranty  of 
success  and  prosperity  as  the  years  passed 
by.  In  the  early  spring  of  1857  news  came 
to  Port  Dodge  of  the  extermination,  by 
Sioux  Indians,  of  the  colony  which  the  year 
before  had  settled  among  the  groves  that 
surrounded  the  beautiful  lakes  of  Okoboji 
and  vicinity,  on  the  extreme  northern 
boundary  of  the  state,  in  Dickinson  countyl 
The  winter  had  been  one  of  unprecedentM 
severity;  the  whole  country  was  still  cov- 
ered with  a  heavy  blanket  of  snow,  filling 
ravines  and  sloughs  to  a  depth  of  many 
feet,  rendering  travel  very  difficult.     The 


report  that  all  the  colonists  were  massa- 
cred, with  the  exception  of  four  young 
women,  who  were  dragged  away  into  cap- 
tivity more  terrible  than  death,  aroused  a 
frenzy  of  horror  that  demanded  instant 
pursuit,  rescue  and  punishment.  A  hun- 
dred fearless  young  men  from  the  neigh- 
boring counties  hastily  assembled  at  ^Fort 
Dodge,  organized  into  three  companies, 
choosing  for  their  captains  C.  B.  Richards 
and  John  P.  Duncombe,  of  Port  Dodge  and 
J.  C.  Johnson,  of  Webster  City.  The  vet- 
eran Major  Williams,  then  nearly  60  years 
of  age,  took  command,  and  the  little  bat- 
talion, poorly  equipped  for  such  a  perilous 
winter    march,   hastened    to    the    rescue. 
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Their  sufferings  and  heroic  endurance  of 
hardships,  almost  equal  to  those  of  Na- 
poleon's army  in  the  Moscow  campaign, 
are  matters  of  history.  Every  member  of 
that  little  army  of  volunteers  proved  him- 
self a  hero,  and  won  a  place  among  the 
**  bravest  of  the  brave. "  Captain  Johnson 
and  William  Burkholder  perished  on  the 
return  march  and  many  others  barely  sur- 
vived to  reach  their  homes.  The  state  has 
commemorated  their  heroism  by  a  monu- 
ment placed  on  the  site  where  the  terrible 
massacre  began;  Mr.  Duncombe  being  ap- 
propriately appointed  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  superintend  its  erection. 

In  1858,  Mr.  Duncombe  became  one  of  the  edit- 
or8  of  the  Fort  Dodge  Sentinel,  which  had  been 
started  by  A.  S.  White,  in  July,  1856.  Some  years 
later  he  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Fort 
Dodge  Democrat,  but  he  never  relinquished  his  law 

Eractice  while  connected  with  journalism.  In  1859 
e  was  nominated  by  the  democrats  of  the  Thirty- 
second  district,  consisting  of  twenty-three  counties, 
for  state  senator,  and  was  elected,  serving  four 
years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  house  twice, 
and  was,  for  eighteen  years,  one  of  the  regents  of 
the  State  university.  He  lectured  on  railiwl  law 
in  the  university  for  ten  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
Iowa  Columbian  commissioners,  having  charge  of 
the  Iowa  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair,  in  1893.  For 
more  than  thirty  years  Mr.  Duncombe  has  been  one 
of  the  ablest  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  of  the 
state,  and  has  often  been  on  their  ticket  for  presi- 
dential elector.  He  has  been  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  lieutenant-governor,  supreme  judge,  and 
representative  in  congress;  but  large  republican 
majorities,  in  state  and  district,  have  always  de- 
feated him.  It  has  often  been  remarked  that  if 
Mr.  Duncombe  had  been  a  republican  he  could 
easily  have  obtained  any  office  within  the  gift  of 
the  people,  as  his  ability  is  unquestioned.  But  he 
has  been  a  sincere  free-ti^e  democrat  all  his  mature 
life,  and  the  state  of  his  adoption  is  one  of  the  repub- 
lican strongholds  of  the  union.  The  congressional 
district  in  which  he  lives  has  never  failed  to  give  an 
immense  republican  majority  since  its  organization. 
While  giving  his  chief  attention  to  the  practice  of 
law,  Mr.  Duncombe  has  been  an  active  promoter  of 
several  railroads  and  other  business  enterprises. 
He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Iowa  Falls 
&  Sioux  City  railway,  the  Mason  City  &  Fort 
Dodge  railroad,  the  Fort  Dodge  &  Fort  Ridgely, 
now  the  Minneapolis  &  St  Louis  railroad,  and  all 
other  lines  projected  to  enter  Fort  Dodge.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  first  to  develop  the  coal  mining  in- 
terests in  that  section,  and  was  the  builder  of  the 
principal  hotel  in  Fort  Dodge.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  engaged  largely  In  coal  mining  and  in 
the  manufacture  of  stucco  and  all  its  products  from 
the  extensive  gypsum  deposits  which  underlie  a 
Urge  tract  of  country  about  Fort  Dodge,  his  sons 
having  charge  of  the  business. 

While  Mr.  Duncombe  has  given  his  services 
Urgely  to  the  legal  business  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Rulway  company,  holding  the  position  of  district 
attorney,  having  nineteen  counties  in  three  states 
in  his  jurisdiction,  he  has  had  also  a  large  general 

Sractice.  He  has  defended  in  twelve  trials  for  mur- 
er  and  prosecuted  in  two.  When  the  great  legal 
contest  was  made  over  the  validity  of  the  prohibi- 
tery  amendment  to  the  state  constitution,  Mr.  Dun- 


combe, with  Judge  C.  C.  Nourse  and  Senator  James 
F.  Wilson  were  appointed  by  the  governor  to  rep- 
resent the  state  in  sustaining  the  legality  of  the 
act.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Iowa  delegation  to 
the  democratic  national  convention  held  at  Balti- 
more in  1872,  which  nominated  Horace  Greeley  for 
president.  In  1892  he  was  again  clrosen  chairman 
of  the  Iowa  delegation  to  the  Chicago  national  con- 
vention, but  having  been  selected  to  present  the 
name  of  Governor  Boies  as  a  candidate  for  presi- 
dent, he  resigned  the  chairmanship,  and  presented 
the  Iowa  candidate  in  a  speech  of  great  power  and 
eloquence.  May  11,  1859,  Mr  Duncombe  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Williams, 
daughter  of  Major  Williams,  the  founder  of  Fort 
Dodge  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  northwestern  Iowa.  They  have  two 
sons  and  three  daughters  living.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Episcopal  church.  No  citizen  of  north- 
western Iowa  has  done  more  to  develop  its  great 
natural  resources  than  John  F.  Duncomoe;  and  for 
more  than  forty  years  his  time,  money,  best  ener- 
gies and  superb  executive  ability  have  been  devoted 
to  the  building  up  of  his  beautiful  home  city.  Of 
robust  build,  commanding  figure  and  .presence,  an 
eloquent  and  impressive  public  speaker,  a  genial 
companion  and  neighbor,  a  vigorous  and  resource- 
ful antagonist  in  legal  or  political  conflicts,  he  can 
give  and  take  sturdy  blows  and  harbor  no  resent- 
ment. Some  of  his  warmest  friends  are  life-long 
political  opponents.  They  respect  the  manhood  of 
one  who  is  true  to  his  political  convictions,  and  has 
battled  for  a  generation  courageously  in  a  hopeless 
minority. 


SHAW,  Col.  William  T.,  is  a  name 
well  known  to  all  Iowa  soldiers  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  great  war  of  the  rebellion. 
He  was  one  of  the  best  fighting  colonels 
that  went  into  the  army  from  Iowa.  He 
came  of  fighting  stock.  His  great  uncle 
was  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
serving  on  the  staff  of  General  Knox. 
General  Washington,  November  3,  1783, 
issued  an  order  certifying  that  *' Captain 
Samuel  Shaw,  throughout  the  war,  has 
greatly  distinguished  iiimself  in  everything 
which  entitles  him  to  the  character  of  an 
intelligent,  active  and  brave  officer.  Jan- 
uary, 5,  1784,  Major  Shaw  took  final  leave 
of  his  old  commander.  General  Knox,  who, 
in  his  own  handwriting,  issued  the  follow- 
ing certificate :  *  *  This  is  to  certify  that  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Shaw  has  borne  a  commission  in 
the  artillery  service  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  upwards  of  eight  years,  more 
than  seven  of  which  he  has  been  attached 
to  my  staff  as  adjutant,  brigade  major  and 
aide-de-camp.  In  the  various  and  arduous 
duties  of  these  positions,  he  has  in  every 
instance  proved  to  be  an  intelligent,  active 
and  gallant  officer.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  seal  at  West  Point,  upon  the  Hudson 
river,  on  this  5th  day  of  January,  1784. 
Knox,  major-general." 
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His  paternal  grandfather,  Francis  Shaw, 
was  actively  engaged  in  the  public  service 
during  the  war  of  the  revolution.  He 
negotiated  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  on 
St.  Johns  river,  in  1776.  He  was  com- 
missioned hf  General  Washington,  in  1777, 
as  major  and  directed  to  remove  these 
Indians  to  their  own  reservation.  In  1780 
he  was  still  in  the  service,  and  remained  to 
the  close  of  the  war. 

His  father  was  William  N.  Shaw,  and  his 
mother  Nancy  D.  Stevens  Shaw.  They 
lived  in  Washington  county,  in  the  state  of 
Maine,  in  the  town  of  Steuben,  where  their 
son  William  was  born  September  22,  1822. 
In  boyhood  he  attended  the  district  schools 
and  closed  his  school  days  with  three  years 
in  the  Wesleyan  seminary  at  Redfield. 
When  19  years  of  age  he  went  west  and 
taught  school  at  Greencastle,  Ind.,  and  at 
Harrodsburg,  Ky.  While  here  the  Mexican 
war  began  and  young  Shaw  at  once 
enlisted  in  the  Second  Kentucky  volunteers, 
commanded  by  Col.  W.  R.  McKee.  He  was 
an  excellent  soldier,  marched  and  fought 
bravely  with  his  regiment  in  every  engage- 
ment it  had  with  the  enemy,  to  the  close  of 
the  war.  In  the  desperate  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,  Shaw  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight 
on  hillside  and  ravine,  where  the  brave 
Colonel  McKee  was  killed.  When  the  war 
closed  he  assisted  in  clearing  the  southwest 
border  of  hostile  Indians,  who  were  annoy- 
ing the  settlers.  In  1849  he  led  a  company 
of  thirty-six  men  over  the  plains  by  the 
Santa  Pe  route,  to  the  newly  discovered 
gold  regions  of  California.  He  settled,  ia 
1853,  at  Anamosa,  Jones  county,  bought 
land  in  the  vicinity  and  began  to  improve 
farms.  He  superintended  the  building  of 
the  Dubuque  Southwestern  railroad  from 
Farley  to  Anamosa,  and  was  in  the  midst 
of  the  work  when  the  great  rebellion  began. 
When  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  Volunteer 
infantry  was  organized,  in  October,  1861, 
William  T.  Shaw  was  commissioned  its 
colonel,  and  at  once  took  command.  Its 
first  battle  was  at  Fort  Donelson,  where  it 
did  good  service.  At  the  great  battle  of 
Shiloh  the  Fourteenth  was  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight  on  the  first  day,  and  with  the 
Eighth  and  Twelfth  Iowa  fought  desper- 
ately for  hours  against  greatly  superior 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  which,  by  the  most 
heroic  bi'avery,  they  held  at  bay  against 
the  fierce  assaults  that  were  again  and 
again  hurled  against  them.  At  last  they 
were  cut  off  from  support,  surrendered  and 
taken  prisoners.  After  several  months  in 
rebel  prisons  Colonel  Shaw  and'  his  men  of 


the  Fourteenth  were  exchanged  and  re- 
turned to  the  service.  In  the  disastrous 
Red  River  campaign,  at  the  battle  of 
Pleasant  Hill,  Colonel  Shaw  commanded  a 
brigade,  and  by  his  ability,  skill,  and  the 
most  heroic  resistance  of  his  command, 
saved  General  Banks'  army  from  utter 
route  and  capture.  In  that  desperate  bat- 
tle Colonel  Shaw's  brigade  was  the  first 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  the  last  to 
leave  the  field.  Its  losses  were  over  500 
men.  For  his  superb  services  in  this  bat- 
tle. Colonel  Shaw  merited  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general.  But  his  fear- 
less exposure  of  drunken  and  incompetent 


superiors  only  brought  upon  him  persecu- 
tion instead  of  promotion. 

On  the  5th  of  September  Maj.-G^n.  A.  J. 
Smith  sent  the  following  request  to  the 
president: 

Memphis,  Tenn. 
To  His  Excellency,  Abraham  Lincdln,  President  of  the 

United  States: 

Dear  Sir— I  desire  to  place  before  you  a  reoom- 
mendation  for  the  promotion  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- 

feneral  the  name  of  William  T.  Shaw,  Fourteenth 
owa  Volunteer  infantry  (now  commanding^  the 
Third  divisioQ,  Sixteenth  Army  corps),  who  has 
been  a  very  efficient  officer  under  my  command  for 
the  last  twelve  months.  He  was  with  me  in  several 
engagements  and  at  all  times  proved  himself  an 
efficient  and  worthy  commander.  His  term  of  service 
expires  in  about  sixty  days  and  I  should  not  like  to 
see  him  leave  if  it  could  be  avoided. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Smith,  Majar-Qeneral 
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For  a  time  he  commanded  the  Third 
division  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  corps,  and 
was  finally  relieved  October  29, 1864.  Upon 
his  retirement  from  the  service,  Gen.  A. 
J.  Smith,  in  special  order  No.  132,  says  of 
Colonel  Shaw:  '*It  is  but  justice  to  an 
energetic,  thorough  and  competent  officer 
to  say  that  for  the  last  fifteen  months  he 
has  been  in  this  command,  commanding  a 
post,  brigade  and  division,  and  in  every 
position  he  has  performed  the  incumbent 
duties  faithfully  and  well,  with  an  ability 
that  few  can  equal.  With  courage,  patri- 
otism and  skill,  above  question.  The  service 
loses  an  excellent  officer  when  he  is  mus- 
tered out." 

When  about  to  leave  the  division  he  had 
so  bravely  commanded,  its  officers  presented 
him  with  an  elegant  sword  in  token  of 
their  esteem  for  him  personally  aud  the 
gallant  services  he  had  rendered  the  coun- 
try. Colonel  Shaw  returned  to  his  home 
at  Anamosa,  and  has  long  been  actively 
engaged  in  business.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican,  and  in  1876  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  by  that  party.  He  is  too  blunt 
and  outspoken  for  a  successful  politician, 
denouncing  incompetents  and  hypocrites 
with  unsparing  vigor.  While  a  good  hater 
of  all  frauds  and  shams,  he  is  strongly 
attached  to  his  friends  and  liberal  to  the 
deserving  unfortunate. 

In  the  annals  of  Iowa  for  April  and  July, 
1898,  volume  3,  page  401,  Colonel  Shaw 
has  put  upon  record  the  history  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Pleasant  Hill,  in  which  he  partici- 
pated, together  with  statements  of  Judge 
T.  Granger  and  Quartermaster  T.  C.  Mc- 
Call,  who  also  participated. 

Colonel  Shaw  was  married  May  1,  1854, 
to  Helen  L.  Crane,  daughter  of  Roswel  and 
Paulina  Crane,  who  died  on  December  25, 
1867.  He  was  again  married  to  Retta  Har- 
mon, daughter  of  Joseph  W.  S.  and  Zilpha 
-  Harmon.  After  the  death  of  this  wife  he 
was  again  married  to  Elizabeth  C.  Higby, 
nse  Crane,  February  24,  1870.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Louis  A.  and  Sarah  Crane. 

His  children  are  Helen  Louisa  Shaw, 
bom  June  8,  1855,  and  Antonette  Nancy 
Shaw,  November  7,  1859. 


PERKINS,  Charles  Elliott,  presi- 
dent of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
railroad,  is  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
bom  November  24,  1840,  and  on  both  the 
paternal  and  maternal  sides  is  descended 
from  ancestors  who  were  of  old  Puritan 
stock,    and    were    prominently    identified 


with  the  early  history  of  the  New  England 
colonies.  The  first  of  the  family  to  settle 
in  America  was  Edmund  Perkins,  who  em- 
igrated from  England  in  1650,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Salem  colony  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  from  him  descended  a  line  of 
ancestors  of  the  Perkins  family,  who  have 
ever  been  distinguished,  not  only  in  the 
New  England  states,  but  in  the  western 
country,  in  which  many  of  them  subse- 
quently made  their  homes.  Our  subject 
takes  his  middle  name  from  his  mother's 
family,  the  Elliotts,  who  were  no  less  dis- 
tinguished in  the  early  annals  of  New  Eng- 
land.    Their  first  ancestor  also  landed  in 


Massachusetts,  but  the  family  afterward 
removed  to  Connecticut. 

Charles  E.  Perkins  was  educated  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  until  16  years  of  age,  when 
he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store,  where  he 
learned  practical  bookkeeping  and  busi- 
ness methods.  After  some  years'  service 
in  that  line  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
in  August,  1859,  and  was  given  a  clerkship 
in  the  office  of  Charles  R.  Lowell,  the  as- 
sistant treasurer  of  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri railroad,  at  the  munificent  salary  of 
$30  a  month.  He  was  soon  made  paymas- 
ter under  Mr.  Lowell,  and  filled  that  posi- 
tion until  late  in  the  autumn  of  1860,  when 
Mr.  Lowell,  having  accepted  the  position 
of  manager  of  the  Mt.  Savage  Iron  works, 
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at  Cumberland,  Md.,  left  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  railroad  service,  and  Mr. 
Perkins,  who  was  only  20  years  of  age, 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  assistant 
treasurer. 

Until  January,  1865,  Mr.  Perkins  con- 
tinued to    serve    as    assistant   treasurer, 
when  Hans  Thielsen  (the  superintendent 
of  the  road  at  that  time)  wais  called  to  Ne- 
braska to  serve  as  chief  engineer  in  mak- 
ing d  survey  of  the  road  to  be  built  from 
Plattsmouth  to  Kearney  Junction,  and  Mr. 
Perkins  was  made  acting  superintendent, 
to  fill  the  vacancy.     Some  months  later,  it 
having  been  determined  to  extend  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  railroad  to  the 
Missouri  river,  and  that  Mr.  Thielsen  was 
to  devote  his  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
work,  Mr.  Perkins  was  promoted  to   be 
superintendent  of  the  road,  which  at  that 
time  extended  only  from  Burlington  to  Ot- 
tumwa,   a  distance  of  seventy-five  miles. 
During  the  period  of  construction  of  the 
road  through  to    the    Missouri    river  he 
served  both  as  superintendent  and  vice- 
president.     In  the  meantime  he  had  been 
active  in  promoting  the  organization  of  the 
Burlington    &    Missouri    River    Railroad 
company  in  Nebraska,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  and  a  member  of 
the  first  board  of  directors,  being  chosen 
to  that  position  October  28,  1869.     On  the 
26th  day  of  July,  1871,  he  was  elected  a  di- 
rector of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  company  in  Iowa;  the  Nebraska 
road  was  opened  through  to  Kearney  Junc- 
tion in  the  summer  of  1872,  and  November 
4th  of  that  year  Mr.  Perkins  was  chosen 
vice-president  of  that  company.     Upon  the 
consolidation  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  company  of  Iowa  with  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  of  Illinois, 
on  January  1,  1873,  he  was  deprived  of  his 
official  connection  with  the  former  com- 
pany through  the  changed  condition  of  af- 
fairs.    On  the  2d  of  April,  1875,  Mr.  Per- 
kins was  chosen  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Chicago,   Burlington    & 
Quincy  railroad,  then  owning  and  operat- 
ing the  original  road  in  Illinois  and  the 
newly  acquired  extension  in  Iowa;  and  on 
the  2d  day  of  March,  1876,  he  was  elected 
vice  president  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  company,  still  retaining  the  vice- 
presidency  and  general  management  of  the 
road  west  of  the  Missouri  river.     On  the 
5th  day  of  May  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  railroad 
in  Iowa;  and  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1880,  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  rail- 


road in  Nebraska  became  consolidated  with 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  rail- 
road, throwing  the  whole  under  one  cor- 
porate management,  Mr.  Perkins  remain- 
ing as  vice-president  until  September  29, 
1881,  when  he  was  chosen  president.  He 
has  been  re-elected  at  each  succeeding 
election,  and  is  now  serving  his  eighteenth 
year  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Perkins  is  also 
officially  connected  with  several  other  rail- 
road corporations  which  are  connected 
with  the  Chicago  Burlington  and  Quincy 
railroad,  and  is  director  and  president  of 
the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  and  the  Kan- 
sas City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs  rail- 
roads, the  two  named  being  maintained  as 
distinct  and  separate  corporations. 

When  Mr.  Perkins  first  came  to  Burling- 
ton, nearly  thirty  years  ago,  in  August, 
1859,  he  was  not  quite  19  years  of  age,  so 
that  it  may  be  said  of  him  that  he  began  his 
connection  with  the  important  cori)oration 
of  which  he  is  now  the  chief  executive 
officer,  or  rather  with  a  constituent  part  of 
it,  while  but  a  boy,  and  that  he  has  earned 
and  won,  by  superior  executive  ability, 
energy  and  fidelity  to  the  trust  reposed  in 
him,  an  honorable  promotion  through  all 
the  grades  of  service,  from  that  of  a  clerk 
in  the  treasurer's  office  to  his  present  prom- 
inent and  responsible  position,  as  chief 
executive  officer  of  one  of  the  greatest  rail- 
way systems  of  the  country. 

In  September,  1864,  at  Milton,  Mass., 
near  Boston,  Charles  E.  Perkins  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Edith  Forbes, 
daughter  of  Com.  R.  B.  Forbes,  of 
Boston,  Mass.  Mrs.  Perkins  was  bom 
and  educated  in  Boston.  Their  family  com- 
prises six  children  —  two  sons  and  four 
daughters.  It  may  be  an  item  of  interest 
to  make  some  mention  of  the  places  of 
abode  and  the  manner  of  Mr.  Perkins' way 
of  living  in  his  early  days  in  Burlington. 
He  first  made  his  home  with  Mr.  Lowell 
and  Leo  Carper,  both  of  whom  were  con- 
nected with  the  railway  company.  They 
lived  together  in  what  was  known  as  Pat- 
terson's hollow,  now  Agency  street,  until 
the  fall  of  1860,  when  they  removed  to 
Shepard  Leffler 's  farm,  now  West  Burling- 
ton. Mr.  Lowell  had  taken  a  lease  of  Mr. 
Leffler's  farm  and  house,  which  he  trans- 
ferred to  Mr.  Perkins  when  he  left  Bur- 
lington for  Mt.  Savage.  The  following 
spring  (1861)  Mr.  Perkins  succeeded  in  get- 
ing  Mr.  Leffler  to  take  the  farm  off  his 
hands  and  thus  escaped  becoming  a 
granger.  He  then  returned  to  the  city, 
and  for  a  while  boarded  at  the  Barrett 
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house,  and  later  with  Mrs.  Fletcher,  on 
North  Hill,  in  the  house  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  R.  M.  Raab.  Remaining  there 
until  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Perkins  then 
rented  a  house  on  South  Hill,  of  Mr.  Nelson 
Dills,  which  he  afterwards  purchased,  and 
in  which  he  now  resides.  There  were 
originally  sixty  acres  in  the  place,  but  he 
has  sold  off  several  tracts  until  he  now  has 
but  twenty  acres,  which,  with  the  com- 
modious residence,  beautiful  groves  and 
lawns  makes  an  elegant  and  pleasant 
suburban  home.  At  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, in  the  autumn  of  1864,  he  established 
his  residence  on  the  place  now  owned  by 
Mrs.  Erastus  Chamberlain  on  North  Hill, 
remaining  there  until  the  spring  of  1867, 
when  he  sold  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  pur- 
chased the  Dills  farm,  to  which  he  removed 
at  once.  While  Mr.  Perkins  and  his  family 
spend  some  months  of  each  year  in  Boston, 
Burlington  is  their  home. 

Mr.  Perkins  is  a  republican  in  his  po- 
litical sentiments,  but  is  not  in  any  sense  a 
politician.  His  important  business  rela- 
tions, both  private  and  official,  leave  him 
no  time,  even  were  he  so  disposed,  to  win 
prominence  in  the  political  arena.  As  a 
rule  large  corporations  recognize  superior 
ability  and  integrity  of  character  in  their 
employes,  and  reward  true  merit  with  pro- 
motion, and  while  the  motive  on  the  part 
of  the  corporation  may  be  purely  sellish, 
the  success  of  the  individual  officer  is  none 
the  less  creditable.  This  is  well  illustrated 
in  the  career  of  Mr.  Perkins  in  Burlington. 
Beginning  before  reaching  his  majority  as 
a  <;lerk  at  $30  per  month,  he  has  steadily 
risen  through  all  the  grades. 


SHAW,  Leslie  Mortier,  governor  of 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Lamoille  county,  Vt.,  in 
1848.  He  learned  when  a  boy,  while  fight- 
ing stones  on  a  rough,  upland  farm,  that 
the  good  things  of  life  are  secured  only  by 
hard  work,  and  that  has  been  the  rule  of 
his  life. 

He  came  to  Iowa  when  21  years  of  age, 
resolved  that  he  would  never  again  see  his 
Green  Mountain  state  till  he  had  won  some 
measure  of  success.  He  worked  on  a  farm 
when  he  first  came  to  Iowa,  in  Linn  county, 
where  he  cast  his  first  vote;  taught  school; 
attended  Cornell  college  at  Mount  Vernon, 
where  he  graduated  in  1874.  Part  of  his 
school  expenses  were  paid  in  selling  fruit 
trees,  in  which  he  was  eminently  success- 
ful. He  sold  to  the  farmers  of  Crawford 
county  over  $4,000  worth  of  nursery  stock. 


which  he  delivered  in  1874  and  1875  at  Den- 
ison,  where  he  located  in  the  practice  of 
law  in  July  of  1876.  He  had  in  the  mean- 
time graduated  from  the  Iowa  College  of 
Law.  He  went  to  Denison  because  he 
liked  the  country  and  the  people,  and  was 
willing  to  risk  his  reputation  among  those 
with  whom  he  had  had  dealings.  He  was 
successful  in  his  profession,  as  he  had  been 
in  other  lines.  As  his  practice  increased, 
an  extensive  loan  business  was  added,  until 
he  became  joint  proprietor  and  president 
of  two  banks  in  the  county.  Of  over  $2  000,  - 
000  loaned  by  his  firm  on  farm  security  for 


eastern  clients,  only  one  mortgage  has 
been  foreclosed. 

While  Mr.  Shaw  is  one  of  the  best  trial 
lawyers  in  the  state,  it  has  always  been  his 
policy  to  settle  his  cases  whenever  it  can 
be  done  with  justice  to  his  client.  This 
policy  has  probably  contributed  its  share 
to  the  harmony  among  the  business  inter- 
ests of  his  thriving  town.  During  twenty 
years  of  Governor  Shaw's  residence  there, 
no  case  has  ever  come  to  trial  between  the 
business  men  of  Denison. 

While  in  Cornell  college.  Governor  Shaw 
joined  the  Methodist  church,  and  has  ever 
since  been  an  active  worker  and  a  liberal 
contributor  to  that  church.  For  about 
twenty  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  at  Denison,  and  for  the  last 
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few  years  of  his  superintendency  had  an 
average  attendance  equal  to  one-seventh 
of  the  entire  i)opulation  of  the  town.  He 
is  practical  in  religion  as  in  all  things,  be- 
lieving that  Christianity,  to  be  of  use  in 
the  world,  must  be  made  to  fit  the  ordinary 
experiences  of  life. 

Mr.  Shaw  has  manifested  great  interest 
in  educational  matters.  He  has  made  sev- 
eral donations  to  Cornell  college,  Simpson 
college,  and  some  other  institutions  of  the 
state.  He  was  the  principal  contributor  to 
the  Denison  Academy  and  Normal  school 
erected  in  his  own  town,  and  has  been  pres- 
ident of  the  board  of  trustees  since  its  in- 
ception. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Cornell  college. 

Though  always  active  in  support  of  the 
republican  party,  he  was  never  a  seeker  for 
political  preferment  In  the  campaign  of 
1896  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  battling 
against  what  he  thought  to  be  a  most  dan- 
gerous attack  upon  the  national  honor  and 
commercial  and  industrial  interests.  As 
early  as  February  of  that  year,  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Jennings  Bryan,  subsequently  silver 
candidate  for  president,  delivered  an  ad- 
dress in  Denison,  in  support  of  the  doctrines 
afterwards  formulated  in  the  Chicago  plat- 
form, on  which  he  ran  for  president.  A 
few  days  after  this  speech,  Mr.  Shaw  was 
requested  by  the  sound  money  men  of  his 
town  to  repljr  to  Mr.  Bryan,  which  he  did. 
Prom  that  time  his  services  were  in  con- 
stant demand;  he  made  over  sixty  speeches 
in  various  parts  of  the  state  in  favor  of  a 
single  gold  standard.  He  makes  no  pre- 
tensions to  oratory,  as  most  people  under- 
stand the  art,  but  he  is  a  persuasive,  logi- 
cal, incisive,  earnest  and  effective  speaker. 
He  made  friends  wherever  he  spoke. 

His  candidacy  for  governor  was  not  of 
his  own  seeking;  his  name  was  brought 
forward  three  weeks  before  the  convention, . 
where  he  was  nominated  on  the  fourth  bal- 
lot in  a  field  of  ten  candidates,  every  one 
of  whom  was  worthy  of  the  highest  honors 
of  the  state.  The  campaign  of  1897  cen- 
tered around  the  gubernatorial  contest. 
He  made  his  campaign  on  the  money  issue, 
and  never  indulged  an  unkind  utterance 
against  his  opponent.  He  requested  the 
committee  in  charge  of  the  speaking  cam- 
paign not  to  send  him  into  the  county  of 
his  adversary,  preferring  to  do  nothing 
personally  to  reduce  his  opponent's  vote  at 
home.  He  was  elected  over  the  fusion 
nominee,  Hon.  Fred  E.  White,  by  29,875 


majority.  The  next  year  he  conducted  a 
similar  campaign  in  the  interest  of  the 
state  ticket,  and  contributed  his  full  share 
to  the  republican  majority  in  his  state  of 
63,282,  and  the  election  of  a  solid  republi- 
can delegation  to  congress. 

The  administration  of  Governor  Shaw 
has  been  eminently  successful,  though  he 
has  had  some  serious  problems  to  solve, 
chief  of  which  has  been  the  preparation  of 
the  Iowa  troops  for  the  war  with  Spain, 
and  the  protection  of  the  soldiers  after 
they  entered  the  United  States  army.  To 
these  duties  the  governor  gave  his  best 
thought,  and  while  reflecting  credit  upon 
the  state  for  the  high  grade  of  troops  fur- 
nished, succeeded  in  securing  for  them 
many  concessions,  and  in  adding  to  their 
comfort  in  many  ways.  At  his  suggestion 
and  request,  the  legislature,  previous  to  its 
adjournment,  placed  $500,000  at  his  dis- 
posal in  aid  of  the  government  in  supply- 
ing the  troops.  Prom  this  fund  Governor 
Shaw  equipped  the  regiments  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  they  won  the  admiration  of  every 
camp  where  they  went;  and  he  declined 
no  request  for  supplies  or  equipment  made 
by  any  officer  or  soldier  in  the  four  regi- 
ments sent  forward. 

Governor  Shaw  is  now,  with  but  little  more 
than  half  of  his  term  completed,  a  national 
character,  on  account  of  his  contributions 
to  monetary  science,  and  his  other  excel- 
lent addresses.  While  declining  a  large 
majority  of  the  invitations  received  to 
speak  outside  of  the  state,  he  presided  and 
made  the  principal  address  at  the  national 
monetary  convention  at  Indianapolis,  in 
February,  1898.  He  addressed  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  at 
their  annual  banquet  in  1898.  He  was  the 
guest  of  honor  and  principal  speaker  at  the 
annual  banquet  of  the  manufacturers  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  in  February,  1899, 
where  President  McKinley  had  preceded 
him  as  the  principal  speaker  the  year  be- 
fore. 

Governor  Shaw  has  an  ideal  home  at 
Denison,  which  is  the  center  of  hospitality. 
Mrs.  Shaw  was  Alice  Crawshaw,  daughter 
of  James  Crawshaw,  one  of  the  best  known 
pioneers  of  eastern  Iowa,  who  came  to  the 
state  when  a  territory  in  1837.  They  were 
married  in  Camanche,  in  December,  1877. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
Enid,  who  is  now  a  student  in  Cornell  col- 
lege. Earl  and  Erma,  both  in  the  public 
schools  of  Des  Moines. 
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CHRISTIAN,  George  Melville, 
United  States  marshal  for  the  Southern 
district  of  Iowa,  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  Grinnell,  is  one  of  the  best  known  repub- 
lican leaders  in  the  state.  He  has  had  an 
influential  part  in  shaping  the  affairs  of 
the  republican  party  of  the  state  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  Christian  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  bom 
in  Chicago  June  19,  1847,  in  the  house  that 
stood  where  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  station  now  stands,  at  Van  Buren 
and  La  Salle  streets.  His  parents  were 
David  William  Christian,  who  was  bom  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1813,  and  served  four  years 
in  the  Fifty-first  Illinois  Infantry  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  Lucy  Anna  Patrick,  who 
was  a  native  of  Ware,  Mass.  His  father 
was  a  cabinet  maker  and  carpenter  and  his 
ancestors  were  Manxmen.  His  mother's 
ancestors  were  English. 

Young  Christian  attended  public  school 
in  Chicago  and  later  Bryant  &  Stratton's 
Commercial  college  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  in 
1866.  Having  his  own  way  to  make  in  the 
world  he  did  not  attend  school  after  he  was 
12  years  old,  except  in  the  Commercial 
college,  and  had  no  other  college  educa- 
tion. He  first  came  to  Iowa  in  1865  as  a 
telegraph  operator,  but  did  not  remain  per- 
maneatly.  He  finally  settled  in  Grinnell 
in  the  spring  of  1870,  where  he  continued 
to  reside. 

Mr.  Christian  has  had  an  active  business 
life.  He  began  to  earn  money  when  he  was 
a  young  boy  by  folding  papers  for  the 
Press  and  Tribune  in  Chicago,  owned  by 
the  famous  **Long  John  *'  Wentworth.  His 
first  steady  job  was  acting  as  messenger 
boy  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas  while  that 
famous  democrat  was  president  of  the 
United  States  fair  in  Chicago  in  1860.  In 
1861  he- became  a  news  agent  on  the  Rock 
Island  road  from  Chicago  to  Kellogg,  then 
the  western  terminus  of  the  line.  In  1866 
he  went  to  work  for  H.  F.  Royce,  after- 
ward general  superintendent  of  the  Rock 
Island,  then  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dise and  lumber  business  in  Pond  Creek, 
m. ,  and  as.  station  agent  of  the  Rock  Island 
at  that  point.  He  taught  Mr.  Christian  the 
art  of  telegraphy,  so  that  he  soon  became 
an  expert  operator  and  was  employed  at 
Tiskilwa  and  Morris,  111.,  and  later  in  Su- 
perintendent Kimball 's  office  at  Davenport. 
In  1868  he  owned  and  managed  a  restaurant 
at  174  South  Clark  street,  Chicago.  Mr. 
Christian's  ability  as  a  telegraph  operator 
and  his  knowledge  of  the  railroad  business 
secured  him  a  position  as  station  agent  on 

12 


the  Rock  Island  at  Grinnell,  in  1870,  and 
after  being  there  a  few  months  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  Hiram  Johnson  and 
purchased  the  Grinnell  House,  which  he 
conducted  until  1877.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year  he  purchased  the  leading  hotel  in 
Grinnell,  known  as  the  Chapin  House, 
which  he  conducted  until  1890  and  still 
owns.  For  three  years,  from  1885  till  1888, 
he  leased  and  operated  the  Hotel  Colfax, 
the  large  summer  resort  hotel  at  the  big 
spring  a  mile  east  of  the  town  of  Colfax. 
In  1889,  Mr.  Christian  was  appointed  assist- 
ant   superintendent   of   the  railway  mail 


service  by  Gen.  J.  S.  Clarkson,  who  was 
then  first  assistant  postmaster-general. 
He  held  this  position  for  fifteen  months 
and  on  July  1,  1890,  was  appointed  post- 
office  inspector  by  the  postmaster-general, 
John  Wanamaker.  His  record  for  efficiency 
in  this  position  was  such  that  he  was  re- 
appointed year  after  year  notwithstanding 
changes  in  administration,  and  held  the 
place  until  he  resigned,  March  1,  1898,  and 
accepted  his  present  appointment  at  the 
hands  of  President  McKinley  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Iowa  delegation  in 
congress.  During  his  term  as  postoffice 
inspector,  Mr.  Christian  was  connected  with 
some  of  the  most  famous  cases  in  the  de- 
partment and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  valuable  inspectors  in  the  service. 
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He  has  always  been  a  republican  and 
has  never  voted  any  other  ticket.  He  was 
live  times  alderman,  and  twice  mayor  in 
Grinnell.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
chairman  of  the  republican  county  commit- 
tee and  a  member  of  the  republican  state 
committee  from  the  Sixth  district  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  finance  committee.  In 
1888  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  republican 
national  convention  in  Chicago  and  was 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the 
Iowa  delegation.  He  had  charge  of  the 
organization  of  the  Allison  campaign  for 
the  presidential  nomination  in  that  conven- 
tion. He  has  been  a  delegate  to  nearly 
every  republican  state  convention  for  twelve 
years. 

Mr.  Christian  was  only  14  years  of  age 
when  the  war  broke  out.  He  tried  several 
times  to  enlist,  but  was  refused  on  account 
of  his  age.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Franklyn  club  at 
Grinnell.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church. 

Mr.  Christian  was  married  in  1869  to  Miss 
Margaret  M.  Rowse,  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 
They  have  four  children  living,  viz:  Geo. 
H.,  born  April  9,  1873;  Jessie  Isabel,  bom 
October  27,  1876;  Alma,  born  July  1,  1878, 
and  Margaret,  born  February  11,  1880. 


HOWARD,  Joseph  Edward.  The 
story  of  the  life  of  Joseph  Edward  Howard, 
of  Forest  City,  is  like  that  of  many  others 
of  Iowa's  progressive  citizens  in  that  his 
advancement  from  the  position  of  a  farmer 
boy  in  lowly  circumstances  to  an  honored 
citizen,  filling  a  position  of  responsibility, 
has  not  been  without  its  trials,  vexations 
and  arduous  toil.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Howard  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  removed  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in 
1855,  and  engaged  in  farming.  This  voca- 
tion was  followed  until  1869,  at  which  time 
they  removed  to  Forest  City  where  they 
now  reside.  It  was  in  Fayette  county  that 
Mr.  J.  E.  Howard  was  born,  on  August  81, 
1855.  He  lived  on  the  farm  and  attended 
the  common  schools  until  13  years  of  age. 
At  17  he  began  teaching,  which  was  fol- 
lowed for  four  years,  a  part  of  that  time  in 
country  districts  and  part  in  Forest  City. 
He  later  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
State  university,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  on  June  8,  1878.  From  1879  to  1883,  he 
followed  the  practice  of  law  at  Forest  City, 
and  then  accepted  the  position  as  traveling 
collector  in  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Dakota  and 


Minnesota,  which  position  he  held  for  seven 
years.  In  1890,  he  established  a  real  estate 
business  in  Forest  City  in  connection  with 
O.  A.  Olson,  and  the  firm  is  now  doing  a 
most  excellent  business. 

In  1892,  the  firm  of  Howard  &  Olson 
organized  the  banking  institution  of  How- 
ard, Olson  &  UU  and,  at  Buffalo  Center,  with 
a  capital  of  |25,000,  fully  paid,  and  the 
same  is  to-day  one  of  the  solid  financial 
concerns  of  that  county.  During  his  long 
residence  in  Forest  City,  Mr.  Howard  has 
held  many  o£9ces  of  trust  and  honor.  In 
1893,  he  was  elected  mayor,  without  opposi- 
tion, and  in  1894,  a  member  of  the  town 
council,  which  last  named  position  he  has 


filled  up  to  the  present  time.  It  was  during 
his  terms  of  office  that  the  city  put  in  a 
first-class  electric  light  plant  and  system 
of  water  works,  improvements  which,  by 
the  way,  reflected  great  credit  upon  the 
officers  having  them  in  charge.  In  1895, 
he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  district  court 
of  Winnebago  county,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  6.  S.  Gil- 
bertson,  who  was  elected  to  represent  the 
Forty-first  district  in  the  state  senate,  and 
that  position  he  held  until  his  successor 
was  elected  in  1896,  and  is  now  postmaster 
at  Forest  City.  He  still  makes  Forest  City 
his  home  and  dealing  in  real  estate  a  prom- 
inent part  of  his  business.     He  has  been 
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identified  with  the  history  and  progress  of 
his  county  for  the  past  twenty-five  years; 
has  contributed  generously  for  the  public 
improvements,  and  has  crowded  the  ave- 
nues of  benevolence  with  good  deeds.  He 
was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Elnora  Skin- 
ner, of  Forest  City,  and  seven  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  all  of  which  are 
living.  He  is  a  prominent  Mason  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows. 


NORRIS,  William  Henry,  of  Man- 
chester, is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  al- 
though he  came  to  Iowa  as  early  as  1861. 
He  has  been  prominent  in  political  affairs 
of  the  state  for  a  number  of  years,  having 
been  elected  a  delegate  to  the  republican 
national  convention  at  Chicago  in  1884; 
more  recently  a  member  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  General  Assembly,  and  in  1890,  a 
member  of  the  state  central  committee. 
This  position  he  occupied  for  four  years 
and  during  the  last  two  was  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee.  In  1894  he  was 
chosen  a  member  of  Governor  Jacl^son's 
staff,  with  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  during  the  gov- 
ernor's term  of  office. 

Mr  Norris  was  born  at  Stoneham,  Mass. , 
February  3,  1857,  and  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  His  father,  Thomas  Norris,  was 
a  farmer,  and  in  1861  removed  to  Delaware 
county,  Iowa,  with  his  family.  In  1864  he 
removed  to  Linn  county.  William  secured 
his  early  training  in  the  public  school  and 
completed  a  course  of  study  at  a  business 
college  in  Davenport.  From  there  he  went 
to  Cornell  college  and  finally  to  the  State 
university,  where  he  graduated  from  the 
law  department  in  1882.  Here  he  was 
chosen  by  the  faculty  as  one  of  ten  mem- 
bers, out  of  a  graduating  class  of  about  130, 
to  represent  the  class  in  the  commencement 
exercises.  One  year  after  graduation  he 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  examining 
committee,  selected  to  passuppn  the  fitness 
of  the  members  of  the  class  of  1883,  for 
^aduation,  and  in  1892  was  again  selected 
by  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  to  act  as  a 
member  of  this  committee.  While  a  student 
at  Iowa  City  he  was  a  member  of  **  Irving 
Institute, "  one  of  the  old  literary  societies 
of  the  university.  Mr.  Norris  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  1882,  locating  at 
Manchester,  and  soon  after  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Judge  A.  S.  Blair,  with  whom 
he  was  associated  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1898  Judge  Blair  was  elected  district 
judge  and  Mr.  Norris  associated  himself 


with  George  W.  Dunham.  Although  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  he  is 
a  director  in  the  First  National  bank  of 
Manchester,  and  is  interested  in  many 
other  enterprises.  Prior  to  1891  Mr.  Nor- 
ris held  the  office  of  city  solicitor  for  two 
terms  and  that  year  he  was  elected  mayor 
of  Manchester,  which  position  he  resigned 
when  elected  to  the  legislature.  While  a 
naember  of  the  Twenty -fourth  General  As- 
sembly he  was  made  chairman  of  the  house 
committee  on  appropriations,  an  unusual 
honor  for  a  first  term  member.  At  this 
session  of  the  legislature  he  introduced  the 
Australian  ballot  bill  which  was  passed 
and  became  the  law  of  the  state.     Mr.  Nor- 


ris is  a  prominent  Mason,  having  taken  all 
the  York  rite  degrees,  and  the  Scottish 
rite  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second 
degree,  being  a  member  of  DeMolay  Con- 
sistory No.  1,  located  at  Clinton.  He  is  a 
*'Shriner,"  K.  of  P.  and  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  been  master  of  Man- 
chester Lodge  No.  165,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.; 
H.  P.  of  Olive  Branch  Chapter  No.  48,  R. 
A.  M. ;  E.  Com.  of  Nazareth  Commandery 
No.  33,  K.  T.,  and  is  now  grand  patron  of 
the  Iowa  Grand  Chapter,  O.  E.  S.,  and 
grand  captain-general  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Iowa  Knights  Templar. 

March  15,  1886,  Mr.  Norris  was  married 
to    Martha  B.   Toogood,   of    Manchester. 
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They  have  three  children,  Carleton  How- 
ard, born  July  2,  1887,  Laura  Marie,  born 
August  16,  1889,  and  Thomas  Toogood, 
born  June  21,  1898.  Mrs.  Norris  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  interest  in  club  and 
society  affairs.  She  is  a  member  of  the  P. 
E.  O.  sisterhood  and  has  been  president  of 
the  local  chapter  of  Manchester.  She  is 
now  P.  W.  Matron  of  Orient  Chapter  No. 
15,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


STEVENSON,  Samuel  Kirk  wood,  was 
born  on  a  farm  in  Scott  township,  Johnson 
county,  Iowa,  March  10,  1867.  His  father, 
John  A.  Stevenson,  now  a  retired  farmer, 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to 
Iowa  in  1857.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  Johnson  county 
for  a  number  of  years,  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is 
an  ardent  republican.  He  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  the  family  for  six  gen- 
erations have  been  steadfast  in  their  ad- 
herence to  the  Presbyterian  church.  Sev- 
eral members  of  the  family  have  been 
prominent  ministers  in  that  church. 

William  E.  Stevenson,  uncle  of  Samuel 
K. ,  was  the  first  governor  of  West  Virginia. 
Mr.  Stevenson's  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Henrietta  Griffiths.  She  was  born  in 
London,  Eng.,  and  came  to  America  when 
18  years  of  age. 

Samuel  K.  received  his  early  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  rural  districts  of  John- 
son county,  after  which  he  attended  the 
academy  at  Iowa  City,  and  graduated  from 
that  school  in  1889.  He  then  entered  the 
State  university,  and  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1893  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  He 
was  chosen  one  of  six  out  of  a  class  of 
forty-eight  to  deliver  an  oration  on  com- 
mencement day.  He  was  president  of  the 
Zethagathian  Literary  society  during  the 
fall  term  of  1892,  and  was  one  of  the  three  de- 
baters in  the  first  joint  debate  between  the 
universities  of  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  held  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  which  debate  was  won 
unanimously  by  Iowa.  He  was  business 
manager  of  Vidette  Reporter,  the  university 
paper,  during  the  years  1892-3,  and  was 
also  the  treasurer  and  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  University  Lecture  Bureau. 
He  was  just  completing  the  law  course  in 
the  State  university  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  position  of  superintendent  of  schools 
of  Johnson  county  in  November,  1893. 
The  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by 
the  people,  and  the  faith  they  had  in  his 
qualifications  for  the  position,  was  shown 


when  they  elected  him  on  the  republican 
ticket  with  a  majority  of  725,  while  the 
head  of  the  ticket  was  democratic  by  700 
majority.  He  was  re-elected  in  November, 
1895,  and  was  the  only  republican  elected 
in  the  county.  During  all  the  time  that  he 
held  his  office,  nearly  two  terms,  he  de- 
voted a  great  deal  of  attention  to  educa- 
tional meetings,  holding  them  in  every 
township  in  the  county.  They  were  very 
largely  attended,  and  resulted  in  arousing 
a  deep  interest  in  school  work  on  the  part 
of  parents  and  teachers.  He  organized  the 
Johnson  County  Teachers'  association, 
which  now  holds  four  yearly  meetings. 
He  also  organized  the  Johnson  County 
School  Officials'  association,  which  is  one 
of  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  state,  and  has 
a  large  and  enthusiastic  membership.  He 
introduced  the  school  library  movement  in 
Johnson  county,  and  during  the  l^-st  two 
years  he  was  in  office,  ninety-five  school 
libraries  were  established  in  that  county. 
He  raised  the  standard  of  qualification  for 
teachers  so  that  the  grade  of  teachers  in 
Johnson  county  now  stands  second  to  none 


in  the  state.  He  was  the  editor  of  the 
Johnson  County  Teaclier^  a  monthly  school 
paper  published  in  the  interest  of  educa- 
tion. In  the  spring  of  1897  he  organized 
the  Johnson  County  School  of  Methods, 
which  was  largely  atteuded  by  the  pro- 
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gressive  teachers  of  eastern  Iowa  because 
of  the  high  quality  of  instruction  given. 
At  this  meeting  resolutions  were  unan- 
imously passed  by  the  teachers  and  others 
assembled  there,  expressing  their  commen- 
dation and  appreciation  to  Superintendent 
Stevenson  for  making  possible  for  them 
this  most  excellent  institute  of  methods. 
He  has  read  several  papers  on  educational 
themes  before  the  State  Teachers'  associ- 
ation on  **  School  Libraries,  How  to  Estab- 
lish and  Maintain  Them, "  and  on  **School 
Exhibitions;  are  They  Beneficial?  "  He 
has  organized  and  held  school  exhibitions 
at  the  Johnson  county  fairs  with  good  re- 
sults to  the  school  work. 

Mr.  Stevenson  was  elected  superintend- 
ent of  the  city  schools  of  Iowa  City,  April 
28,  1897,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
The  position  was  tendered  him  without 
solicitation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Iowa  City  public  library. 
He  is  aJso  secretary  of  the  Johnson  County 
Sunday  School  union,  and  superintendent 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Sunday  school 
of  Iowa  City.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church,  and  has  been  a  ruling 
elder  in  the  church  since  April,  1895.  Su- 
perintendent Stevenson  was  married  to 
Miss  Marcia  A.  Jacobs,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
on  August  2,  1898. 


JOICE,  Peter  Martin,  at  present  a 
resident  of  Lake  Mills,  might  very  prop- 
erly be  termed  the  young  Napoleon  of  fi- 
nance in  northern  Iowa.  Although  born 
as  late  as  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war 
he  now  holds  foremost  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility in  half  a  dozen  banks,  and  is 
among  the  chief  promoters  of  several  busi- 
ness enterprises  of  considerable  magnitude. 
His  father,  E.  J.  Joice,  was  born  in  Bergen, 
Norway,  in  1827.  The  early  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  farming  and  the  manu- 
facturing of  cooperage.  He  came  to  this 
country  in  1848,  and  located  in  Stoughton, 
Wis.,  where  he  ran  a  cooper  shop  for  thir- 
teen years.  He  removed  to  Forest  City  in 
1879,  where,  for  the  last  twelve  years  of 
his  life,  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Joice  was 
one  of  a  prominent  family  in  Norway,  a 
brother  having  been  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  fourteen  years. 

Mr.  Peter  Martin  Joice  was  bom  in 
Greene  county.  Wis.,  January  4,  1860. 
Following  the  regular  period  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  he  attended  the 
colleges  of  Albion  and  Janesville,  grad- 


uating from  the  last  named  institution  in 
1878.  In  May,  1879,  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  with  his  father,  at  Forest 
City,  and  earned  his  first  money  of  any 
consequence  during  that  partnership.  In 
the  fall  of  1880  he  entered  the  Winnebago 


County  bank  as  bookkeeper,  and  in  1883 
was  taken  in  as  special  partner,  and  made 
cashier.  In  July,  1886,  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Secor,  Law  &  Plummer, 
bankers  of  Forest  City,  under  the  firm 
name  of  P.  M.  Joice  &  Company.  This 
firm  organized  a  bank  at  Lake  Mills,  and 
the  same  was  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Joice, 
by  whose  intelligent  management  it  has 
been  firmly  grounded  among  the  solid  fi- 
nancial institutions  of  that  section  of  the 
state.  Besides  owning  the  greater  share 
of  the  stock  in  the  bank  last  mentioned, 
Mr.  Joice  is  vice-president  of  the  First 
National  bank  at  Wells,  Minn.,  director  in 
the  First  National  bank  at  Albert  Lea, 
president  of  the  First  National  bank  of 
Britt,  Iowa,  and  president  First  National 
bank  of  Buffalo  Center,  Iowa.  Mr.  Joice 
is  considered  one  of  the  best  financiers  in 
his  section  of  the  country,  and  there  is  no 
one  who  stands  more  ready  to  help  his 
town  than  does  he.  He  has  served  in  the 
capacity  of  mayor  for  two  terms,  has  been 
a  member  of  the  city  council  and  school 
board  for  six  years,  and  was  re- elected  to 
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the  same  positions  at  the  recent  elections. 
He  takes  a  warm  interest  in  matters  per- 
taining to  education,  and  has  contributed 
generously  of  his  time  and  means  toward 
bringing  the  schools  of  his  town  up  to  their 
present  high  standing.  In  June,  1896,  he 
was  elected  a  trustee  of  Cornell  college  at 
Mt.  Vernon.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  a  trustee  of  the 
denomination  of  that  faith  in  Lake  Mills; 
politically,  he  is  a  republican.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  on  January  2,  1883,  to 
Miss  Ida  M.  Law,  and  three  children, 
Marie,  Wilford  and  Katherine,  have  been 
born  to  them. 


THOMPSON,  P.  W.  The  Thompson 
family,  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  a  member,  no  doubt  inherited  the  ability 
of  an  illustrious  father.  Mr.  O.  P.  Thomp- 
son, the  father,  is  a  wealthy  dry  goods  mer- 
chant of  Decorah,  Iowa.  The  beginning  of 
his  present  fortune  was  made  in  McGregor. 
Born  in  Norway  in  1834,  he  came  to  this 
country  in  1853,  and  located  in  Decorah 
early  in  the  sixties.  He  passed  through 
all  the  panics  from  war  times  up  to  the 
present,  but  by  keen  business  judgment, 
and  ability  of  a  high  order,  succeeded  in 
keeping  safely  without  the  whirlpools 
which  carried  many  great  men  down.  Of 
the  five  children  that  were  born  to  him 
several  have  attained  distinction  in  the 
financial  circles  of  the  country.  Edward 
T.  is  president  of  the  First  National 
bank  of  St.  Thomas,  N.  D.;  Charles  J. 
holds  a  like  position  in  the  Forest  City 
National  bank,  and  T.  A.  Thompson  is 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  O.  P.  Thomp- 
son &  Sons  at  St.  Thomas.  Edward  T.  is 
also  the  present  grand  chancellor  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  for  the  state  of  South 
Dakota  and  has  served  four  years  as  county 
treasurer  of  Pembina  county,  in  the  state 
of  North  Dakota. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Thompson  was  born  at 
Decorah,  Iowa,  April  6,  1869.  He  gradu- 
ated in  the  high  schools  there,  and  later 
took  a  business  course  under  the  tutorship 
of  an  expert  accountant.  He  was  then 
engaged  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  mercan- 
tile establishment,  where  he  remained  for 
four  years.  It  was  his  early  ambition  to 
become  a  banker,  and  when  an  opportunity 
was  presented  to  enter  that  business  in 
connection  with  Thompson  Brothers,  at 
Forest  City,  the  same  was  promptly  ac- 
cepted. This  firm,  while  of  the  same  name, 


were  in  no  way  related  to  F.  W.  Thompson. 
In  October,  1892,  the  banking  institution 
of  Thompson  Brothers  &  Thompson  began 
business,  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Thompson  as 
cashier.  He  held,  in  addition  to  that  oflSce, 
the  position  of  treasurer  of  the  Chicago  and 
Iowa  Western  Land  and  Town  Lot  com- 
pany, a  corporation  of  $75,000  capital,  and 
embracing  within  its  assets  2,500  acres  of 
choice  land  adjoining  the  town  of  Thomp- 
son, including  the  town  site.  Negotiations 
are  about  concluded,  however,  whereby 
Mr.  Thompson  will  dispose  of  his  interest 
in  this  corporation  and  identify  himself 
with  a  bank  of  large  capital,  of  which  he 


will  be  the  principal  officer 'and  manager. 
He  has  always  been  a  republican,  and  has 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  campaigns  of 
his  party,  but  has  held  no  office  except  that 
of  alderman  in  his  own  town.  Being  un- 
married he  is  socially  quite  popular,  and 
holds  the  foremost  office  in  several  clubs  of 
considerable  social  note.  He  is  a  past 
grand  officer  in  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  venerable  consul  in  Camp  7,  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  belongs 
to  no  church,  but  is  trustee  of  the  Baptist 
organization  at  Thompson.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son is  now  cashier  of  the  First  National 
bank  of  Thompson,  Iowa,  and  president  of 
the  Citizens  State  bank  of  Lakefield,  Minn. 
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LEWIS,  Hon.  Lester  Warren,  of  Cla- 
rinda,  has  served  in  both  branches  of  the 
general  assembly.  In  both  the  house  and 
the  senate  he  was  chosen  to  the  responsible 
position  of  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
appropriations,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  history 
that  no  state  warrants  were  stamped  ^'un- 
paid for  want  of  funds  "  during  the  follow- 
ing biennial  periods.  He  was  identified 
with  all  measures  for  the  more  economical 
administration  of  county  and  state  govern- 
ment, and  was  particularly  active  and  in- 
fluential in  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  a 
more  strict  accounting  and  examination  of 
banks  under  state  control.  He  distin- 
guished himself  while  a  member  of  the 
house  by  his  determined  efforts  to  secure 
legislation  favorable  to  the  miners  and  la- 
boring men  of  the  state. 

He  was  born  at  Maple  Park,  111. ,  August  8, 
1860.  His  father,  Seth  Lewis,  was  a  lum- 
berman and  banker,  a  successful  man  who 
was  the  soul  of  honor  in  all  business  affairs. 
His  mother,  Celina  Woodworth  Lewis,  was 
educated  at  the  Warrenville  academy,  a 
suburban  school  in  Chicago,  in  the  early 
history  of  that  city.  Two  brothers,  John 
and  James  Lewis,  came  from  England  dur- 
ing the  first  settlement  of  New  England, 
and  located  at  Barnstable,  Mass.  James 
Lewis  was  the  great- great- greatgrand- 
father of  the  senator,  whose  young  son, 
Lester,  belongs  to  the  ninth  generation  of 
Lewises  in  America.  The  paternal  ances- 
tors for  almost  two  centuries  back  have 
been  farmers,  and  one  or  another  has  occu- 
pied the  old  homestead  at  Suffield,  Conn. , 
where  the  father  of  Hon.  L.  W.  Lewis  was 
born.  Mr.  Lewis'  father  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Illinois,  having  located 
at  Aurora  when  that  country  was  very  new. 
The  mother  was  a  native  of  New  York. 
She  had  three  brothers  in  the  union  army, 
one  of  whom,  John  M.  Woodsworth,  was  a 
surgeon  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 
and  afterwards  became  the  first  supervising 
surgeon-general  of  the  marine  hospitals  of 
the  United  States. 

Young  Lewis  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Marengo,  111.,  the  Chicago 
high  schools  and  the  Wheaton  college, 
graduating  from  the  latter  in  1882.  The 
college  was  a  non-sectarian  but  Christian 
institution,  strict  in  discipline,  and  few 
sports  were  indulged  in,  hard,  conscien- 
tious study  being  required  of  all  students. 
Mathematics  and  language  were  the  spe- 
cialties offered  by  the  college,  and  in  these, 
as  well  as  the  other  studies  in  the  curricu- 
lum, Mr.  Lewis  excelled  throughout  the 


course.  He  came  to  Iowa,  July  4,  1882, 
without  a  dollar,  and  went  to  work  in  his 
father's  lumber  yard  in  Seymour,  Wayne 
county.  In  1883  and  1884  he  was  teacher 
of  the  grammar  room  of  the  Seymour 
schools  and  at  the  same  time  kept  the 
books  for  his  father.  The  wages  thus 
earned  were  carefully  saved,  and  in  May, 
1884,  he  purchased  a  second-hand  outfit 
and  launched  the  Seymour  Press^  which  he 
published  until  January,  1895,  none  of  the 
time,  however,  making  it  his  principal  oc- 
cupation. Later  he  became  assistant  cash- 
ier of  the  Farmers  and  Drovers  bank,  at 
Seymour  and  on  January  1,  1886,  secured 


an  interest  in  the  bank  and  was  elected  its 
cashier.  This  position  he  filled  until  1895, 
when  he  severed  his  connection  with  the 
bank  to  become  vice-president  of  the  Page 
County  bank,  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  of  which 
Hon.  Charles  Linderman  is  president  and 
J.  N.  Miller,  cashier. 

In  1887  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of  the 
Twenty-second  General  Assembly,  from 
Wayne  county,  and  in  1889  was  re-elected 
by  a  well  pleased  constituency;  in  1891  the 
same  county,  with  Lucas  county,  elected 
him  a  member  of  the  senate,  and  at  each 
election  he  received  an  increased  majority. 
He  is  a  member  of  no  society  or  club,  but 
has  been  an  active  worker  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  since  his  college  days.     He 


Digitized  by 


Google 


176 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN   OF   IOWA. 


was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  E.  Hills,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1882.  She  graduated  from  the 
same  college  and  in  the  same  class  with 
him.  They  have  five  children — Eva,  Olive, 
Florence,  Lester  and  Marion  Lewis. 


LANE,  Clark  White,  is  one  of  Center- 
ville's  leading  business  men,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Drake  &  Lane.  His 
father,  John  Walker  Lane,  was  born  in 
1818  in  Westmoreland  county.  Pa. 
He  is  a  retired  farmer,  and  is  now 
living  comfortably  at  Centerville.  The 
mother  of  C.  W.  Lane  was  Sarah  Welty, 
who  was  bom  in  Ohio  in  1825,  and  died  at 
Centerville  at  the  age  of  42.  C.  W.  Lane 
was  born  at  Independence,  Washington 
county.  Pa.,  September  16,  1848.  He 
received  a  common  school  education, 
and,  as  his  father  was  for  many  years  both 
merchant  and  farmer,  he  received  early 
training  in  both  these  lines  of  business, 
which  well  fitted  him  for  the  affairs  of 
later  life.  In  1864,  at  the  age  of  16,  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  settling 
in  Appanoose  county,  where  for  ten  years 
he  worked  with  his  father.  In  1874  he 
was  given  the  management  of  Gen.  F. 
M.  Drake's  mercantile  establishment,  and 
in  1875  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
General  Drake  and  R.  F.  Lyman,  and 
engaged  in  general  merchandise  under  the 
firm  name  of  Drake,  Lane  &  Lyman,  at 
Centerville.  In  1878  he  purchased  Mr. 
Lyman's  interest  in  the  business,  and  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  Drake  &  Lane, 
though  General  Drake  was  succeeded  in 
1885  by  his  sod,  F.  E.  Drake.  In  July, 
1898,  C.  W.  Lane  purchased  the  interest  of 
F.  E.  Drake,  and  is  now  sole  owner. 
Under  Mr.  Lane's  exclusive  management, 
this  business  has  grown  from  a  small 
beginning  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  and 
largest  establishments  in  southern  Iowa. 
In  addition  to  handling  an  extensive  mer- 
cantile stock,  he  buys  and  ships  large 
quantities  of  farm  produce,  including  grain, 
hay  and  flour.  Mr.  Lane  also  has  extensive 
interests  in  coal  mining  property,  and 
probably  controls  more  coal  mining  stock 
than  any  other  man  in  the  county.  He  has 
strong  faith  in  the  future  greatness  of  the 
Appanoose  coal  fields,  and  regards  his 
interest  in  them  as  a  better  investment 
than  government  bonds.  He  has  built  and 
now  owns  several  very  fine  business  build- 
ings, one  of  which  he  occupies  with  his 
extensive  stock  of  general  merchandise. 


Mr.  Lane  was  married  June  23,  1874,  to 
Miss  Kate  Ella  Drake,  a  daughter  of  Judge 
John  A.  and  Harriet  J.  Drake,  and  a  sister  of 
Gov.  F.  M.  Drake  and  of  J.  H,  Drake, 
of  Albia,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Lane  was  a  woman 
possessed  of  many  admirable  traits,  and 
was  very  devoted  to  her  family.  She  died 
October  20,  1890,  leaving  four  children — 
John  Clyde,  born  October  26,  1876;  George 
Hamilton,  born  December  10,  1878;  Clark 
White,  Jr.,  bom  June  5,  1883;  and 
Marion,  bom  May  7, 1886.  The  oldest  son, 
John,  is  studying  law  at  Drake  university; 
the  second,  George,  is  attending  the  Mil- 
itary academy  at  Culver  City,  Ind. ;  and  the 
third,  Clark,  is  in  school  at  home.  The 
youngest,  Marion,  died  July  22,  1894. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lane  is  a  democrat.  He 
has  served  one  term  as  city  alderman,  four 
years  as  member  of  the  school  board,  and 
president  one  term.  He  is  president  of  the 
Centerville  Block  company,  a  company 
with  a  quarter  of  a  million  capital  stock. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church, 
and  for  five  years  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school,  which  has  a  member- 


ship of  over  200.  Mr.  Lane  takes  pride  in 
the  fact  that  he  never  bet  on  a  horse  race, 
never  speculated  on  the  board  of  trade,  and 
never  knew  how  to  play  a  game  of  cards, 
pool  or  billiards. 
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HEAD,  Hon.  Albert,  whose  name  for 
more  than  thirty  years  has  been  identified 
with  every  stride  that  Greene  county  and 
Jefferson  have  made  towards  progress  and 
improvement,  was  bom  November  25, 1838, 
in  Highland  county,  Ohio.  His  father  be- 
ing a  farmer,  he  was  reared  to  this  life 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  In  1855, 
with  his  parents,  he  came  overland  from 
their  Ohio  home  to  Poweshiek  county, 
Iowa,  where  his  father  again  located  on  a 
farm.  During  the  winter  of  1857  and  1858 
Mr.  Head  taught  district  school,  at  the 
close  of  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  law, 
reading  with  the  late  Hon.  M.  E.  Cutts, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1859,  when 
he  was  admitted  to  practice.  At  the  same 
time  he  co-operated  with  Col.  S.  P.  Cooper 
in  the  newspaper  business,  publishing  the 
Montezuma  Republican.  He  continued  this 
but  a  brief  time,  however,  for  in  1861  he 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  Company  F, 
Tenth  Iowa  infantry,  and  was  elected  cap- 
tain. He  commanded  the  company  until 
promoted  to  assistant  adjutant-general  in 
1863. 

During  his  service  he  was  wounded  sev- 
eral times,  once  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  once  at 
Champion  Hill,  and  once  at  Vicksburg,  the 
latter  being  a  severe  injury  of  the  head, 
which  detained  him  in  the  hospital  from 
May  22  until  September,  1863. 

Upon  regaining  his  health  he  assumed 
his  rank  as  assistant  adjutant- general, 
serving  on  the  staffs  of  Generals  Mathias, 
McPherson  and  Raum,  and  was  with  Sher- 
man on  his  famous  march  through  Georgia 
to  the  sea. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  came 
to  Greene  county,  locating  in  Jefferson,  where  he 
took  up  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  also,  in 
co-operation  with  Mahlon  Head,  established  the 
banking  firm  of  Head  Brothers.  Under  this  cap- 
tion the  bank  was  continued  until  1893  when  it  was 
merged  into  the  Greene  County  State  bank,  with 
Hon.  Albert  Head  as  president  and  the  principiU 
stockholder. 

While  the  captain  has  recently  transferred  a 
great  deal  of  the  responsibility  of  his  numerous 
financial  and  real  estate  interests  to  the  care  of 
his  sons,  A  A.  and  R.  C.  Head,  he  is  yet  a  busy 
man  and  holds  many  important  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.  Aside  from  being  president  of  the 
Greene  County  State  bank,  he  is  president  of  the 
Jefferson  Land  and  Loan  company,  president  Bank 
of  Paton,  president  of  Citizens'  bank,  Grand  Junc- 
tion: yice-president  Bank  of  Pilot  Mound,  trustee 
Drake  university,  of  Des  Moines,  and  president  of 
the  Greene  County  Agricultural  society.  He  is 
also  very  prominent  and  takes  a  deep  and  active 
interest  in  numerous  civic  societies  and  holds  lead- 
ing: offices  in  many  of  the  most  prominent  lodges  of 
the  state,  among  them  being  treasurer  Des  Moines 
Consistory  No.  3,  Scottish  Rite  Masons;  treasurer 
M.  O.  O.  L.,  of  United  States;  is  a  thirtv-third 
degree  Mason;  noble  grand  of  Greene  Lodge  No. 


315,  and  member  Jefferson  Encampment,  I.  O.  O.  F.;. 
member  of  Capital  Lodge  No.  110,  Masonic  Order, 
Des  Moines,  and  Chapter  R.  A.  M.,  and  Knight 
Templar,  of  Jefferson,  and  El  Kahir  Temple, 
Mystic  Shrine,  Cedar  Rapids. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  George  H.  Thomas 
Post,  G.  A.  R ,  ever  since  the  institution  of  that 
post,  and  he  takes  special  interest  in  all  the  doings 


of  his  friends  and  comrades  who  endured  with  him 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  war.  His  sterling 
worth  as  a  citizen  and  business  man  has  long  been 
recognized  by  his  fellow  citizens,  and  many  times 
he  has  been  called  to  fill  high  offices  in  the  gift  of 
his  constituents. 

For  eight  years  he  represented  Greene  county 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  having  been  four 
times  nominated  by  acclamation  by  the  republican 
party,  and  was  speaker  of  the  house  one  term.  The 
valuable  services  he  rendered  in  this  position  will 
long  be  remembered  by  his  constituents.  He  was 
several  times  mayor  of  Jefferson  and  each  time- 
proved  an  admirable  executive  officer  and  gave  the 
city  a  progressive  and  prosperous  administration. 
He  served  one  year  each  as  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  society.  The  cap- 
tain is  a  gentleman  whose  personal  deportment 
never  fails  to  win  the  admiration  of  all  his  asso- 
ciates and  his  kind-hearted  nature  strongly  testifies 
the  high  appreciation  in  which  he  holds  the  confi- 
dence that  has  been  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow 
citizens  and  associates.  He  is  public  spirited  and 
enterprising  In  the  extreme  and  can  always  be 
relied  upon  to  give  liberally  his  time,  counsel  and 
money  to  aid  any  enterprise  that  will  promote  the 
public  welfare. 

He  has  a  bright  and  interesting  family — 
four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
His  eldest  son,  M.  M.  Head,  is  the  capable 
and  efficient  cashier  of  the  Greene  County 
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State  bank.  His  only  daughter,  Estelle,  is 
the  wife  of  C.  E.  Marquis,  the  popular  as- 
sistant cashier  of  the  Greene  County  bank, 
and  also  one  of  Jefferson's  leading  grocers. 

His  second  son,  A.  A.,  assists  him  in 
caring  for  his  real  estate  interests,  while 
the  youngest  son,  Roscoe  C,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  law  department  of  the  State  uni- 
versity and  is  practicing  .his  profession  in 
Jefferson. 

In  1895  the  captain  erected  the  Head 
house,  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in  the  state, 
where  he  resides  with  his  sons.  Since  his 
residence  in  Jefferson  he  has  erected  sev- 
eral fine  structures,  among  them  "Head's 
opera  house,"  the  city  hall  and  several 
brick  business  houses.  He  is  the  owner  of 
about  6,000  acres  of  land  in  Greene  county, 
in  which  he  is  more  interested,  personally, 
than  in  any  other  branch  of  his  varied  busi- 
ness. His  1,000- acre  farm  near  Jefferson 
receives  his  personal  attention. 


TOSTEVIN,  Thomas,  city  engineer  of 
Council  Bluffs,  is  one  of  the  well  known 
pioneers  of  that  region.  In  the  year  1854, 
he  was  appointed  as  government  surveyor 
to  survey  the  claims  of  "  squatters  ' '  on  the 
original  town  site  of  Council  Bluffs  and 
efficiently  performed  that  duty.  Mr.  Tos- 
tevin  was  born  December  21,  1830,  on  the 
Island  of  Guernsey,  one  of  that  beautiful 
group  in  the  English  channel  known  as  the 
Norman  Isles.  He  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  the  Normans  who  located  upon  and 
occupied  those  fertile  isles  at  the  time  of 
the  Norman  conquest  of  England.  His 
father,  John  Tostevin,  came  to  America 
when  a  young  man  and  lived  for  several 
years  in  Germantown,  Penn.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Guernsey  where  he  married 
Martha  Le  Prevost  and  brought  up  a  family 
of  seven  children.  About  1834  lie  returned 
to  the  United  States  with  his  family  and 
located  in  New  York  city.  He  followed  the 
business  of  contracting  and  building  and 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  His  children  were  educated  in 
the  schools  of  that  society.  In  1848,  with 
his  wife  and  two  younger  children,  he  re- 
moved to  Salem,  Henry  county,  Iowa,  which 
was  at  that  time  settled  principally  by 
Friends.  He  and  his  wife  returned  to  New 
York  in  1856,  and  soon  afterward  died  at 
the  home  of  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Rachel  L.  P. 
Alexander,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  They  both 
rest  in  the  old  Quaker  burying  ground  now 
surrounded  by  Prospect  park  in  that  city. 

Thomas  Tostevin  was  educated  in  the 


Quaker  schools  and  finished  his  course  at 
the  Friends  seminary  in  Duchess  county, 
N.  Y.  While  there  he  studied  surveying 
with  the  purpose  of  making  it  his  life  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  civil  engineering. 
With  his  parents  and  younger  brother  he 
came  to  Iowa  in  1848,  arriving  in  Burling- 
ton on  the  Fourth  of  July,  while  the  inhab- 
itants were  celebrating  the  glorious  day 
with  the  old  fashioned  vigor  and  spirit 
characteristic  of  early  ante- prohibition 
days.  After  locating  in  Iowa,  Thomas 
taught  school  for  several  years  in  Jefferson 
and  Henry  counties.  In  1850  he  acted  as 
"rodman*'    under    General    McKane,    a 


United  States  engineer  from  West  Point, 
in  the  survey  of  a  projected  line  of  railroad 
from  Keokuk  to  Dubuque  to  parallel  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  in  1852  acted  as  rod- 
man  under  Guy  Wells,  city  engineer  of 
Keokuk. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Tostevin  was  candidate  for  surveyor 
of  Henry  county  on  the  whig  ticket.  In  1854  he 
received  a  government  appointment  and  moved  to 
Council  Bluffs,  and  in  October  of  that  year  took  a 
contract  in  conjunction  with  J.  Hanks,  a  relative 
of  President  Lincoln,  to  survey  eight  townships  of 
government  land.  He  was  appointed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Nebraska,  in  1857,  as  a  commissioner  to 
survey  a  territorial  road  from  Bulo,  on  the  Missouri 
river,  to  Fort  Kearney.  In  the  same  year  he  laid 
out  the  town  of  Rulo. 

Mr.  Tostevin  was  appointed  in  1861  to  fill  a 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  county  treasurer  and 
recorder  of  Pottawattamie  county,  and   he    was 
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re-elected  for  three  subsequeDt  terms  to  the  same 
position.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Council  Bluffs,  in  1868  and  in  1870  was  an  alderman. 
He  went  to  Utah  in  1870,  and  for  four  years  was 
engaged  in  silver  mining.  He  was  deputy  United 
States  mineral  surveyor  in  that  territory  during 
two  years  of  that  time.  He  returned  to  Counofl 
Bluffs  in  1874,  and  since  that  time  has  been  for 
several  terms  county  surveyor  of  the  county  and 
city  engineer  of  the  city.  He  is  the  inventor  and 
patentee  of  several  useful  inventions,  the  latest 
Deing  a  combined  protractor  and  parallel  rule  for 
surveyors  and  architects. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Tostevin  was  appointed 
captain  of  artillery  in  the  Iowa  militia,  but  was  not 
sent  to  the  front.  He  was  one  of  the  first  organizers 
of  the  Union  League  in  that  section  of  the  state  and 
was  president  of  that  order  for  three  years.  He 
has  been  a  republican  since  the  organization  of  the 
party. 

He  was  married  October  31,  1852,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Gibbs,  who  was  born  in  Schoharie 
county,  N.  Y.,  June  17,  1832.  They  have 
had  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living,  Walter  J.,  born  October  31,  1861; 
Julia  L.,  bom  July  30,  1863,  and  now  Mrs. 
E.  E.  Harvey,  of  Denver,  Col.;  Albert  T., 
bom  November  6,  1865;  Ida,  born  August 
8,  1867,  and  now  Mrs.  W.  H.  Wakefield,  of 
Omaha,  Neb. 


POTTER,  Hon.  Levi  Franklin,  banker 
of  Oakland,  Pottawattamie  county,  and  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  legislature, 
was  born  in  Wauwatosa,  Milwaukee  county. 
Wis.,  March  27,  1855.  His  father,  Levi 
Brigham  Potter,  who  settled  in  Wisconsin 
in  1839,  was  of  New  England  stock,  and 
prominent  in  municipal  and  church  affairs. 
His  mother,  Hitty  Wenzel  Potter,  was  a 
woman  of  marked  ability  and  of  great  in- 
fluence in  her  community.  Ebenezer  Potter 
and  Col.  Levi  Brigham,  great  grandparents 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  were  veterans 
of  the  great  struggle  for  the  independence 
of  the  colonies. 

Levi  Franklin  Potter  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  Ripon  and  Beloit  colleges,  and 
after  teaching  three  years  came  to  Oak- 
land in  1879  and  there  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business.  In  March,  1884,  he  became 
partner  and  cashier  in  the  Citizens  bank, 
now  the  Citizens  State  bank,  of  that  town, 
which  position  he  now  occupies.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Iowa  Banking 
association,  having  served  as  a  member  of 
the  executive  council  and  on  the  legisla- 
tive committee  of  that  body. 

Prominent  in  municipal  affairs,  he  has 
twice  been  mayor  of  Oakland.  Always 
aflaiiating  with  the  republican  party,  he 
was  elected  by  a  flattering  majority  to  rep- 
resent the  county  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Gen- 


eral Assembly,  which  met  in  1896,  and  in 
extra  session  in  1897,  to  complete  the  codi- 
fication of  the  laws  of  the  state.  He  was 
re-elected  to  the  same  representation  in 
the  Twenty-seventh  General  Assembly, 
which  met  in  1898.  Mr.  Potter's  record  as 
a  legislator  is  one  in  which  his  constitu- 
ency have  just  pride.  During  his  first 
session  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  telegraph,  telephone,  and  express,  and 
member  of  the  committees  on  ways  and 
means,  code  revision,  banks  and  banking, 
municipal  corporations,  police  regulations, 
and  labor.  His  work  on  the  ways  and  means 
committee  of  that  session  so  attracted  the 


attention  of  its  chairman,  Hon.  J.  H.  Punk, 
that  when  Mr.  Funk  was  elected  speaker 
of  the  Twenty  seventh  General  Assembly 
one  of  the  first  chairmanships  he  deter- 
mined was  that  of  ways  and  means,  which 
went  to  Mr.  Potter.  In  this  session  Mr. 
Potter  was  also  member  of  the  committees 
on  railroads  and  commerce,  banks  and  bank- 
ing, telegraph,  telephone,  and  express,  mu- 
nicipal corporations,  rules,  and  labor,  and 
a  member  of  the  joint  committee  on  re- 
trenchment and  reform. 

At  this  session  Mr.  Potter  introduced  and  se- 
cured the  i)a8sage  of  several  important  bills,  among 
which  were  House  file  199,  providing  shorter  forms 
for  assessment  rolls  and  assessors'  books,  an  impor- 
tant act  that  will  save  hundreds  of  dollars  every 
year  to  each  county;  House  file  165,  appropriating 
$25,000  (in  addition  to  the  $10,000  appropriated  at 
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the  previous  session)  for  the  Iowa  exhibit  at  the 
Trans-Missiesippi  exposition;  House  file  101,  ex- 
tending the  term  of  school  treasurers  from  one  to 
two  years  (a  measure  the  merit  of  which  is  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  have  noticed  the  efforts  of 
banks  for  control  of  school  funds);  House  file  147, 
providing  severe  penalties  for  the  adulteration  of 
candy. 

At  his  first  session  Mr.  Potter  had  charge 
of,  and  secured  the  passage  in  the  house, 
of  the  senate  bill  taxing  express  companies 
1  per  cent  on  the  gross  amount  of  business 
done  by  them  in  the  state,  and  in  the 
Twenty -seventh  General  Assembly  he  sup- 
plemented this  work  by  introducing  and 
securing  the  passage  of  House  file  234 
doubling  the  taxes  so  paid  by  these  com- 
panies. He  was  also  deeply  interested  in 
the  encouragement  of  the  beet  sugar  in- 
dustry, and  the  value  of  his  work  on  these 
lines  ranks  him  among  the  pioneers  of  this 
important  enterprise. 

Mr.  Potter  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss 
M.  J.  Wood,  and  has  established  a  delight- 
ful home  in  Oakland,  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  important  factors  in  all  local  mat- 
ters tending  to  advance  the  education, 
morals,  and  well  being  of  the  community. 


MILLS,  Oliver,  of  Lewis,  Cass  county* 
has  been  for  nearly  fifty  years  a  resident  of 
Iowa,  and  through  bis  connection  with  the 
State  Agricultural  society,  which  lasted 
for  about  twenty  years,  became  well  known 
to  the  people  of  our  state.  For  three 
successive  terms  he  served  as  president  of 
the  society,  and  was  for  many  years  a 
director  and  one  who  took  a  leading  part 
in  building  up  the  society  and  making  it  a 
success.  He,  like  many  others  of  our 
prominent  citizens,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
at  Gustavus,  Trumbull  county,  February 
1,  1820.  This  village  is  situated  in  north- 
eastern Ohio,  about  fifty  miles  east  of 
Cleveland  and  almost  in  sight  of  the  beauti- 
ful Lake  Erie. 

Harlow  Mills,  the  father  of  Oliver,  was 
of  pure  New  England  stock  and  a  native 
of  Hartford  county.  Conn.  He  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  dairyman  and 
married  Faith  Ann  Spencer,  also  a  native 
of  that  county,  but  of  German  descent.  In 
1819  they  emigrated  to  what  was  then  the 
wild  west  and  located  in  northeastern  Ohio. 
In  this  beautiful  lake  region,  known  then 
as  the  western  reserve,  Oliver  was  born  and 
grew  to  manhood.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  in  that  locality,  which  were  then 
excellent,  until  he  was  14,  when  he  went  to 
Farming  ton  academy  to  finish  his  education. 


When  old  enough  to  start  out  for  himself 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising, 
in  which  he  was  very  successful.  April  17, 
1839,  he  married  Sophia  Arnold.  Attracted 
by  the  fame  of  the  wonderful  prairie  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  1850  he  removed  his 
young  family  to  Lee  county,  Iowa,  and 
settled  at  Denmark.  Since  that  date  he 
has  been  active  in  building  up  the  industries 
of  the  new  state  and  has  managed  his  own 
business  with  a  sagacity  which  has  enabled 
him  to  accumulate  a  competence. 

After  residing  at  Denmark  nearly  eight 
years  he  removed  to  Lewis,  Cass  county, 
in  1857;  at  that  time  almost  all  of  the 
country  west  of  Des  Moines  was  a  prairie 
wilderness.  It  is  now,  1899,  a  thickly 
settled  and  most  beautifully  improved 
country.  Mr.  Mills  still  resides  at  Lewis, 
at  the  age  of  78  years,  with  mind  as  bright 
and  clear  as  ever,  with  interest  unabated 
in  state  and  nation. 

Mr.  Mills  was  originally  a  whig,  but 
since  the  organization  of  the  party  has  been 
an  active  and  influential  republican  He 
has  held  several  minor  ofiices  and  was  a 


member  of  the  Fourteenth  General  As- 
sembly, representing  Cass,  Montgomery 
and  Adair  counties,  then  forming  the 
Twentieth  representative  district. 

Since  the  early  age  of  14,  Mr.  Mills  has 
been    a    member    of    the    Congregational 
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church.  He  has  always  practiced  and 
advocated  the  strictest  temperance.  Mr. 
Mills  has  six  children:  John  A.,  born 
March  9,  1840;  Edward  P.,  born  August 
25,  1841;  N.  L.,  bom  March  25,  1846; 
Sophia,  born  April  21,  1849;  George  S., 
bom  June  1,  1852,  and  Franklin  O.,  born 
June  1,  1854.  His  first  wife  died  in  1876 
and  April  25,  1877,  he  married  Julia  A. 
Porgy. 


NICHOLSON,  Delos  Fremont,  cashier 
of  the  State  bank  at  Lamoni,  is  a  man  of 
great  energy  and  business  sagacity,  and 
entirely  through  his  own  efforts  has  al- 
ready amassed  a  very  comfortable  fortune. 
His  ancestors  were  of  the  thrifty  New  Eng- 
land type,  his  great-great-grandfather, 
Joshua  Nicholson,  having  come  from  Eng- 
land in  1740  to  settle  in  Philadelphia. 
His  grandfather,  Joshua  Nicholson,  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  western  New 
York,  and  died  in  1865  at  the  age  of  87. 
Mr.  Nicholson's  father,  Charles  Nicholson, 
was  born  in  1819  in  Duchess  county,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  great  lover  of  books,  and  dealt 
in  them  for  over  forty  years.  He  was  lib- 
eral in  religion,  and  a  republican  in  poli- 
tics. He  died  in  1883.  Mr.  Nicholson's 
mother,  Fanny  S.  Cady,  was  born  in  1828, 
in  Oneida  county,  N  Y.  Her  parents  were 
also  pioneers  of  that  state,  her  father, 
Philip  Cady,  having  moved  from  Vermont 
to  New  York,  with  his  family,  in  1830. 

D.  F.  Nicholson  was  born  December  11,  1855,  in 
Hector,  Schuyler  county,  N.  Y.,  near  the  banks  of 
Seneca  lake.  He  spent  his  youth  on  a  farm,  and 
until  he  was  15  attended  school  at  the  little  red 
schoolhouse  on  the  hill.  At  15  he  came  west  with 
his  parents,  who  settled  on  a  small  farm  near  Sand- 
wich, III.  Here  the  opportunities  for  securing"  an 
education  were  more  favorable,  and  he  made  good 
use  of  them,  walking  two  miles  to  town  during  the 
winter  to  attend  the  Sandwich  high  school,  where 
he  made  rapid  progress.  He  afterwards  attended 
the  Classical  seminary  at  Paw  Paw,  and  then  began 
teaching  in  the  district  schools,  but  soon  advanced, 
teaching  a  year  in  the  public  schools  of  Paw  Paw 
and  a  year  in  the  Paw  Paw  seminary,  and  then 
became  principal  of  the  Sandwich  high  school, 
where  he  had  been  a  student  four  years  previous. 
Though  successful  as  a  teacher,  he  resigned  in 
1880  in  order  to  engage  in  more  remunerative  em- 
ployment, and  accepted  a  position  with  the  D.  M. 
Osborne  Machine  company,  taking  charge  of  a 
branch  agricultural  implement  house  at  Salt  Lake 
City.  He  remained  with  this  company  five  years, 
receiving  an  increase  in  salary  each  year,  and  suc- 
cessfully managing  their  business  throughout 
Utah,  Idaho  and  Montana.  While  in  Salt  Lake 
City  he  was  appointed  territorial  treasurer  of 
Utah  in  1882  by  Governor  Murray,  but  the  Mormon 
legislature  did  not  permit  him  to  accept  the  office 
on  account  of  his  not  being  a  polygamist.  During 
his  residence  in  the  west  Mr.  Nicholson  acted  as 


reporter  and  correspondent  for  several  newspapers, 
and  his  descriptions  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  coun- 
try, which  appeared  in  eastern  periodicals,  were 
read  with  much  interest.  In  1885  he  came  to  Lamoni, 
Iowa,  and  for  three  years  successfully  conducted  a 
hardware  business.  In  1888  he  sold  out  at  a  good 
profit,  and  in  company  with  Robert  Winning,  a 
capitalist  from  St  Joseph,  Mo.,  he  organized  the 


first  bank  of  Lamoni,  which  was  soon  incorporated 
as  the  Lamoni  State  bank,  with  Mr  Nicholson  as 
cashier  and  manager.  Lamoni  was  then  a  village 
of  but  400  inhabitants,  but  it  has  grown  rapidly, 
and  its  population  is  now  about  five  times  that 
number.  During  this  period  he  bought  and  sold 
many  farms,  and  also  a  large  tract  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  town  which  he  laid  off  in  half-acre  lots. 
In  this  way  he  rapidly  increased  his  income  and 
wealth,  until  now  he  owns  the  controlling  interest 
in  the  bank,  besides  hundreds  of  acres  of  valuable 
farming  land,  and  an  elegant  home  in  Lamoni. 

Mr.  Nicholson  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  has  held  numerous 
local  offices.  He  is  a  pioneer  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Lamoni,  and  is 
also  a  Modern  Woodman.  He  is  secretary 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Graceland  col- 
lege, and  has  served  several  years  as  city 
alderman.  He  was  brought  up  a  Metho- 
dist, but  has  since  become  a  member  of  the 
church  of  Latter  Day  Saints. 

He  was  married  March  6,  1878,  to  Miss 
Minnie  Blair,  daughter  of  Elder  William 
and  Elizabeth  Blair,  of  Sandwich,  III. 
They  have  four  children:  Harry  Carl,  born 
in  1879,  who  is  now  attending  Graceland 
college;   Todd  Blair,   born  in  1883;   Ray 


Digitized  by 


Google 


182 


PROGRESSIVE  MEW   OF   IOWA. 


Kessler,  born  in   1886,  and  Oracia,   bom 
in  1896. 

This  ends  the  first  twenty  years  of  Mr. 
Nicholson's  married  life,  and  he  is  now 
just  in  his  prime.  Commencing  as  a  poor 
farmer's  boy,  he  educated  himself  and  has 
reaped  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  being  a 
self-made  man  in  every  respect,  and  has 
much  to  expect  from  the  future. 


McHENRY,  W.  A.,  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Allen)  McHenry,  was  born  in  Al- 
mond, N.  Y.,  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1841.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His 
grandfather,  John  McHenry  was  born  in 
Coleraine,  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and 
came  to  America  in  1730,  on  the  same  ship 
with  the  father  of  DeWitt  Clinton.  He 
served  as  major  of  the  First  New  York 
battalion  in  the  French  war  of  1756-7.  His 
son,  Henry  McHenry,  was  born  at  Wallkill 
Valley,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  July,  1752, 
and  served  as  captain  in  the  Second  United 
States  (or  Continental  army)  infantry  dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  revolution.  His  son, 
James  McHenry,  was  born  at  Fishing 
Creek,  Northumberland  county.  Pa.,  in 
1788,  and  in  1797  the  family  moved  to  Mc- 
Henry Valley,  Allegany  county,  N.  Y. 
In  the  war  of  1812  he  served  as  first  lieu- 
tenant in  Captain  Van  Campen's  company 
of  rifles,  and  died  in  June,  1841.  W.  A. 
McHenry  was  his  youngest  son.  He  lived 
in  the  old  homestead  until  he  was  14 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Milton,  Wis. , 
with  his  brother,  Vincent  McHenry.  He 
received  a  common  school  education,  and, 
in  1860,  removed  to  Ogle  county,  111., 
where  he  worked  on  a  farm  until  the  com- 
mencement of  the  civil  war.  Thrilled  with 
patriotic  fire  he  volunteered,  September 
5,  1861 ,  as  a  private  in  Company  L,  Eighth 
Illinois  cavalry.  The  regiment  was  im- 
mediately sent  to  Washington  and  attached 
to  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  participating 
in  all  the  important  battles  in  which  that 
army  was  engaged  until  January,  1864, 
when  the  regiment  was  veteranized  and 
transferred  to  the  department  at  Washing- 
ton. It  was  then  made  their  duty  to  look 
after  Mosby's  band  of  guerrillas,  and  the 
regiment  gained  for  itself  great  distinction 
in  hand  to  hand  encounters  with  the  enemy. 
During  his  service  Mr.  McHenry  person- 
ally captured  eight  of  the  enemy  and  had 
many  narrow  escapes,  but  escaped  without 
injury.  He  was  mustered  out  of  the  serv- 
ice as  first  sergeant,  July  23,  1865.  He 
was  previously  recommended  by  Captain 


Bradley  to  fill  a  vacancy  of  lieutenant  in 
the  company  but  owing  to  the  close  of  the 
war  did  not  receive  the  commission.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  brother  in  the  real  estate 
business  at  Denison,  Iowa.  Emigration 
rapidly  followed  the  extension  of  railroad 
lines  to  the  Pacific  and  the  firm  of  McHenry 
Bros,  did  a  large  and  profitable  business  in 
the  selling  of  land.  Banking  was  added 
and  success  attended  both  enterprises. 

In  1877,  Mr.  W.  A.  McHenry  purchased 
his  brother's  interests  and  conducted  the 
business  alone  until  the  W.  A.  McHenry 
bank  was  merged  into  the  First  National 


bank  of  Denison,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000.  Of  this  bank  Mr.  McHenry  is 
president  and  principal  stockholder.  In 
business  methods  he  is  conservative,  and, 
during  the  panic  of  1893  he  was  not  obliged 
to  borrow  a  single  dollar.  The  rapid  ac- 
cumulation of  deposits  testifies  that  the 
people  in  his  vicinity  have  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  and  integrity  and  the 
Iowa  bankers  have  honored  him  by  elect- 
ing him  president  of  their  association. 
During  his  long  experience  in  the  real 
estate  business  Mr.  McHenry  has  bought 
and  improved  many  valuable  tracts  of  land, 
some  of  which  he  still  retains.  Of  late 
years  he  has  engaged  extensively  in  feed- 
ing cattle  for  market,  and  on  his  fine  valley 
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farm,  of  600  acres,  adjoining  the  city  of 
Denison,  he  has  a  large  herd  of  thorough- 
bred Aberdeen- Angus  cattle  which  have  a 
world-wide  celebrity  as  the  "McHenry 
Park  Herd. "  They  carried  off  the  highest 
honors  at  the  World's  Columbian  exposi- 
tion in  Chicago,  taking  twenty-four  prizes. 
He  served  three  years  as  president  of  the 
American  Aberdeen -Angus  Cattle  Breed- 
ers' association,  and  takes  great  pride  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  improvement 
and  advancement  of  the  '*doddies. " 

Politically,  Mr.  McHenry  is  a  republican 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. His  great  business  interests,  how- 
ever, prevent  him  from  entering  the  polit- 
ical arena.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  always  meets  with  the 
**boys"  in  the  state  and  national  encamp- 
ments. He  is  a  past  department  com- 
mander of  Iowa.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church  and  has  for  many 
years  been  one  of  the  most  earnest  sup- 
porters and  generous  contributors.  While 
at  home  on  furlough,  in  1864,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  L.  Sears,  of  Rock'f ord,.  111.  She 
preceded  him  to  Denison  and  served  as 
deputy  county  treasurer  and  recorder  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  She  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
of  the  6.  A.  R.,  was  elected  department 
president  in  1887  and  national  president  in 
1890.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McHenry  have  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  In 
1885  Mr.  McHenry  built  the  elegant  resi- 
dence he  now  occupies,  and  surrounded  by 
congenial  friends  and  a  happy  family  he 
enjoys  the  comforts  of  a  well  earned  for- 
tune 


STEELE,  Thomas  H.  One  of  the  lead- 
ing aijd  most  active  men  in  the  work  of 
developing  the  varied  interests  of  Chero- 
kee county,  especially  in  the  way  of  secur- 
ing eastern  money  for  farmers  who  desired 
to  improve  their  land  and  for  individuals 
lacking  capital  for  the  promotion  of  differ- 
ent enterprises,  is  Thomas  H.  Steele,  of 
Steeles'  bank  at  Cherokee.  The  father, 
Thomas  S.  Steele,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  firm  until  his  death  in  1896,  did  not 
give  his  personal  attention  to  the  business 
at  Cherokee.  The  mother  before  her  mar- 
riage was  Isabella  Fenwick,  a  niece  of 
Rev.  Alexander  Bullions,  for  more  than 
fifty  years  pastor  of  the  Associate  Presby- 
terian church  at  Coila,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Rev. 
Peter  Bullions,  author  of  a  series  of  Latin 
school  books.     The  early  paternal  ances- 


tors came  from  Coleraine,  Ireland,  about 
1760,  and  settled  in  Salem,  Washington 
county,  N.  Y.  The  mother's  parents  were 
natives  of  Scotland,  who  came  to  Salem, 
N.  Y.,  in  1810. 

Thomas  H.  Steele  was  born  at  Salem, 
N.  Y.,  May  2,  1844.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  the  Cambridge  academy,  and 
the  Clinton  Liberal  institute  at  Clinton, 
N.  Y.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1872, 
and  through  the  assistance  of  J.  H.  Leav- 
itt,  of  Waterloo,  secured  employment  with 
Bowman  &  Burr,  bankers,  of  Waverly. 
While  thus  engaged  he  became  convinced 
of  his  own  ability  to  undertake  a  like  en- 


terprise, and  in  the  spring  of  1874  commu- 
nicated that  belief  to  bis  father  in  the 
east,  who  at  once  authorized  him  to  look 
up  a  location  and  promised  to  join  him  in 
the  venture.  The  son  decided  upon  Cher- 
okee, and  in  the  spring  of  1874  a  banking 
business  was  started  there  under  the  firm 
name  of  T.  S.  Steele  &  Son.  The  county 
at  that  time  was  new,  and  the  pioneers 
stood  in  great  need  of  money,  so  the  busi- 
ness of  the  new  firm  grew  to  goodly  pro- 
portions. More  help  being  required  for 
the  transaction  of  the  constantly  increas- 
ing business,  two  brothers,  D.  T.  and  J.  F. 
Steele,  were  taken  into  the  firm,  and  con- 
tinued the  business  for  some  years  as  T. 
S.  Steele  &  Sons.     Since  the  death  of  T. 
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S.  Steele,  which  occurred  August  14, 1896, 
the  bank  has  been  known  as  Steeles'  bank, 
the  firm  consisting  of  T.  H.,  D.  T.  and  J. 
F.  Steele.  These  men  have  been  of  mate- 
rial assistance  in  promoting  the  prosperity 
of  the  town  of  Cherokee  and  the  surround- 
ing country,  and  are  regarded  as  among 
the  most  progressive  and  useful  citizens  of 
that  community. 

Mr.  Steele  is  a  republican,  but  has  held 
no  political  office  except  that  of  member  of 
the  school  board.  He  is  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  but  is  not  a  member 
of  any  social  club  or  secret  society.  He 
was  married  August  25,  1875,  to  Miss  Eva- 
line  M.  Washburn.  She  was  born  in  New 
York,  but  came  to  Iowa  while  yet  young. 
Her  education  was  secured  in  the  high 
school  of  Cedar  Falls  and  the  Iowa  college 
at  Grinnell.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage 
she  was  principal  of  the  Waverly  high 
school.  They  have  had  ten  children,  nine 
of  whom  are  living.  The  children  are: 
Eva  Belle,  Grace  S.,  Winifred,  Mary  B., 
Fannie  Corey,  Susan  W.,  Margaret  T., 
Harrison  C.  and  Richard  T.,  besides  a  son, 
Thomas  H.,  Jr.,  who  died  in  his  fourth 
year. 


CLARKE,  Hon.  A.  D.,  was  born  at 
Darlington,  Canada,  September  26,  1842. 
His  father  was  Jasper  Clarke,  a  farmer  of 
moderate  means.  His  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Laura  Sumner,  a  daughter  of 
Sbuball  Sumner,  of  the  town  of  Jay,  Essex 
county,  N.  Y.  Grandfather  Sumner  was 
a  volunteer  in  the  revolutionary  army  and 
captain  of  what  was  called  the  Silver 
Grays,  of  the  town  of  Jay,  Essex  county, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  an 
uncle  of  the  late  Charles  Sumner,  senator 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Clarke  spent  the  most  of  his  child- 
hood and  early  manhood  on  a  farm  in  Fond 
du  Lac  county,  Wis.  Here  he  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  district  school  education.  He 
earned  his  first  dollars  husking  corn  at  25 
cents  per  day  on  the  farm  of  Homer  Wat- 
ters,  of  Byron,  Wis. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  patriotic 
youDg  Clarke  enlisted  in  the  first  call  for 
three  months'  men.  Later  he  enlisted  in 
the  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Company 
F,  but  failed  to  pass  muster,  being  under 
the  required  age  at  that  time. 

In  1865  Mr.  Clarke  moved  to  Algona, 
northwestern  Iowa.  Here  he  is  a  success- 
ful business  man,  has  borne  an  influential 
part  for  the  past  thirty-two  years  in  the 


development  and  building  up  of  both  town 
and  country. 

He  began  by  renting  a  farm,  which  he 
operated  three  years.  Studied  law  with 
Marcus  Robins,  an  attorney  at  Algona,  and 
in  four  years  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Circumstances  caused  him  to  drift  into  the 
real  estate  business.  This  business  grow- 
ing rapidly,  he  gave  little  attention  to  the 
law. 

Mr.  Clarke  has  always  been  a  republi- 
can. In  1887  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Iowa  legislature,  and  served  one  term. 

In  1893  Governor  Boies  appointed  Mr. 
Clarke  as  delegate  to  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi congress,  he  being  one  of  the  two 
republicans  from  the  state.  Governor 
Drake  also,  in  1897,  appointed  him  as  del- 
egate to  the  International  Gold  Mining 
convention  held  at  Denver,  July  7,  1897. 

In  1891  Mr.  Clarke  helped  to  organize 
the  Algona  State  bank,  and  was  elected  its 
president,  a  position  he  now  holds.  In 
1893  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Iowa  Bankers'  State  bank  at  Des  Moines. 
As  a  result  of  this  very  active,  busy  life 


Mr.  Clarke  is  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of 
northwestern  Iowa. 

In  1864  he  married  Mary  J.  Phelps,  of 
Byron,  Wis.,  a  woman  with  that  strengfli 
of  character  and  vigor  of  purpose  to  ac- 
complish whatever  duty  seemed  necessary. 
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either  in  business  or  social  life.  This, 
with  a  quiet  womanly  dignity  and  love  and 
devotion  to  her  family,  has  ever  been  a 
powerful  factor  in  her  husband 's  success. 
As  a  result  of  this  union  five  children  were 
born.  Mary  Edith,  Irma  D.  and  Fred  S. 
are  now  living. 

Mr.  Clarke  is  still  farming,  owning 
about  5,000  acres  of  land,  with  about  2,000 
acres  in  cultivation . 

Hope,  cheerfulness  and  charity  are 
among  this  man's  chief  characteristics. 


CARR,  Edward  M.,  is  a  native  of  New 
York;  born  June  28,  1850,  in  Cattaraugus 
county.  John  Carr,  his  father,  was  bom 
in  Ireland  and  came  to  this  country  when 
quite  young.  He  became  a  prosperous 
farmer  in  New  York  state,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Mexican  war.  He  married 
Anna  Keane  in  New  York  city,  who  was  a 
well  educated  lady,  ^nd  a  sister  of  Captain 
Keane,  of  the  British  navy. 

In  1856  the  family  removed  from  New  York 
to  Iowa  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Buchanan  county. 
At  that  time  the  county  was  very  new  and  there 
were  no  school  facilities  near  them,  but  his  mother, 
who  was  a  ripe  scholar,  taugrht  him  the  rudiments 
of  a  good  education  in  their  Iowa  prairie  home. 
Afterwards  he  attended  several  winter  terms  of  a 
district  school,  and  the  graded  school  at  Inde- 
pendence, helping  his  father  on  the  farm  summer 
seasons.  This  he  continued  to  do  until  he  was 
17  years  of  age,  when  he  began  teaching  school, 
^vlng  the  very  best  satisfaction  wherever  he  was 
employed.  In  April,  1871,  be  entered  the  State 
university  at  Iowa  City,  and  three  days  before 
attaining  his  majority  graduated  from  the  law 
department,  receiving  the  degree  pf  bachelor  of 
laws  and  a  certificate  of  admission  to  practice 
before  the  supreme  court.  Immediately  there- 
after he  located  at  Manchester  and.became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  law  firm  of  Griffin,  Crosby  &  Carr.  This 
partnership  lasted  until  1875,  when  he  aided  in 
establishing  the  Manchester  Democrat.  In  1877 
Charles  E.  Bronson  and  himself  became  sole  owners 
and  editors  of  the  paper.  Messrs.  Bronson  &  Carr 
have  been  partners  since  that  date  in  nearly 
all  their  business  enterprises.  A  lucrative  law 
practice  has  enabled  the  firm  to  purchase,  among 
other  things,  a  large  stock  farm  near  the  town, 
where  some  good  horses  and  choice  herds  of  Short- 
horns and  Jerseys  are  kept.  Mr.  Carr  is  a  director 
of  the  First  National  bank  of  Manchester,  and  is 
identified  with  several  other  business  enterprises 
in  the  place. 

Ever  since  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
law,  Mr.  Carr  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  politics,  and,  during  that  time,  has 
attended,  as  a  delegate  or  alternate,  nearly 
every  national  and  Iowa  state  convention 
held  by  his  party.  For  nearly  a  score 
of  years  he  has  served  continuously  upon 
political  committees,  but  has  never  sought. 
or  desired  a  political  office  for  himself, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  positions 

»3 


which  did  not  interfere  with  his  law  and 
editorial  work,  he  has  refused  to  allow  his 
friends  to  nominate  him  for  any  place 
Although  at  all  times  an  uncompromising 
democrat,  his  political  battles  have  been 
waged  in  such  a  spirit  of  fairness  that,  at 


no  time,  has  he  forfeited  the  confidence  or 
respect  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  him. 
Reference  to  a  few  instances  will  show  the 
extent  of  this  feeling.  In  May,  1879, 
Governor  Gear  commissioned  him  **  major 
and  judge  advocate  of  division,  Iowa  Nat- 
ional guard, ' '  at  that  time  one  of  the  most 
prominent  positions  in  the  Iowa  militia. 
This  appointment  came  without  solicitation, 
or  even  knowledge  on  his  part  that  such  a 
step  was  contemplated.  And,  again,  about 
eighteen  years  ago,  the  republican  judge 
of  his  district  appointed  him  a  commis- 
sioner of  insanity,  an  office  which,  through 
successive  appointments,  he  still  continues 
to  hold.  But  it  was  not  until  the  city 
election  of  1891,  in  his  own  town,  that 
he  was  made  the  recipient,  in  a  small  way, 
of  about  as  gracious  a  compliment  as  is 
ever  passed  *  *  over  the  garden  wall ' '  of 
politics.  Manchester  has  always  been  a 
republican  stronghold.  Twenty  years  ago 
the  vote  of  that  party  was  nearly  unan- 
imous, and  even  now  its  supporters  out- 
number the  democrats  nearly  two  to  one. 
Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  Carr's  neigh- 
bors, who  know  him  as  a  wise  adviser  and 
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able  defender,  laid  aside  their  politics  loBg 
enough  to  unanimously  elect  him  to  the 
office  of  city  attorney,  a  position  which 
he  continued  to  hold  for  three  successive 
terms.  This  much  can  be  said  of  Mr. 
Carr:  He  has  made  a  success  of  every 
business  he  has  undertaken  and  has  given 
good  satisfaction  in  every  position  of  trust 
which  he  has  held.  Mr.  Carr  was  per- 
manent chairman  of  the  democratic  state 
convention,  held  in  Dubuque  in  1896,  and 
secretary  of  the  democratic  state  committee 
in  the  memorable  campaign  of  that  year, 
and,  on  account  of  the  illness  of  the  chair- 
man, almost  the  entire  burden  of  the  work 
was  thrown  upon  him. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Preuss- 
ner,  October  18,  1873.  His  only  son, 
Hubert  Carr,  is  now  21  years  of  age,  and 
married  to  the  youngest  daughter  of  Hon. 
Lore  Alford,  of  Waterloo. 


HOLMES,  Samuel,  of  Hamburg,  is  a 
lawyer  whose  professional  as  well  as  individ- 
ual reputation  is  now  state  wide,  and  well 
worthy  of  the  proud  commonwealth  to  which 
he  belongs.  He  was  born  in  West  Leigh 
near  Manchester,  Eng.,  January  1,  1839. 
Both  his  parents  were  silk  weavers,  and  in 
1841  left  England  for  America  and  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Hennepin,  111.  In  1852,  his 
father,  James  Holmes,  went  overland  to 
California,  remaining  two  years.  Upon  his 
return  he  took  his  family  to  La  Salle  county, 
HI.,  where  he  cultivated  a  large  farm, 
twelve  miles  south  of  La  Salle  city.  In 
1863,  his  mother,  Hannah  Mort  Holmes, 
died. 

Like  many  bods  of  pioneers,  Mr.  Holmes  obtained 
an  education  with  difficulty.  During  the  winter 
months  he  attended  the  public  schools,  working  on 
the  farm  the  remainder  of  the  year.  He  was  fond 
of  books  and  of  study,  and  made  the  most  of  the 
opportunities  presented  to  him.  He  would  go  many 
iniles  to  attend  a  debating  society  and  was  an  expert 
speller.  After  he  was  21year8  of  age  he  attended 
Granville  academy  and  wheaton  college,  working 
at  the  same  time  in  order  to  pay  for  his  board, 
tuition  and  clothing.  After  two  years  at  Wheaton 
he  taught  school  m  his  home  district.  He  then 
began  to  read  law  in  his  leisure  moments.  In  1865, 
he  came  to  Iowa,  and  in  the  following  year  located 
permanently  at  Hamburg,  which  was  then  a  village 
of  verv  few  houses.  For  two  years  he  read  law  in 
the  office  of  R.  K.  Crandall,  when  he  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  State  university  and  gradu- 
ated in  1868.  He  returned  to  Hamburg  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  Mr.  Crandall.  He  was  after- 
wards associated  in  the  firms  of  Holmes  &  Simons, 
Dalby  &  Holmes,  and  Holmes  &  French,  all  leading 
law  firms  of  southwestern  Iowa.  During  the  past 
eleven  years  he  has  been  alone  in  the  practice.  Mr. 
Holmes  has  one  of  the  largest  offices  and  one  of  the 
most  complete  law  libraries  in  that  part  of  the 


state.  He  has  been  retained  as  counsel  in  many 
important  cases  in  the  district,  supreme  and  United 
States  courts.  For  twelve  years  Mr.  Holmes  held 
the  office  of  United  States  commissioner,  but 
resigned  the  position  in  order  to  devote  all  his 
time  to  his  profession.  He  is  the  author  of  the 
well-known  hiook,  "  Township  Laws  of  Iowa  "  which 
has  run  through  two  large  editions.  For  ten  years 
he  was  vice-president anopresident  of  the  Farmers 
and  Merchants  bank,  of  Hamburg.  During  recent 
vears  he  has  devoted  some  of  his  time  to  develop- 
ing one  of  the  largest  fruit  farms  in  the  state. 

Politically,  Mr.  Holmes  was  an  uncom- 
promising republican  until  the  party  took, 
what  he  considered  to  be,  a  ''backward 
step  "  in  1894,  on  the  temperance  question. 
He  was  a  prohibitionist  in  theory,  a  leader 
in  local  and  state  temperance  organizations, 


and  was  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  the  re- 
election of  Senator  Clark  to  the  state  legis- 
lature, aiding  him  in  engineering  the  pro- 
hibition law  through  the  senate  and  house. 
Fremont  being  a  border  county,  had  the 
reputation  of  being  a  tough  place,  and 
*  *  rum-ruled. ' '  By  vigorous  personal  effort, 
Mr.  Holmes  assisted  in  changing  public 
sentiment,  in  banishing  the  saloons  from 
the  county  and  making  Hamburg  one  of  the 
most  temperate  and  law-abiding,  educated 
and  patriotic  cities  in  Iowa.  Becoming  an 
active  prohibitionist,  he  was  honored  in 
1896,  by  the  nomination  for  judge  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  in  1897  was  nominated 
for  representative  from  Fremont  county, 
and  at  the  prohibition  state  convention  in 
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1898,  he  received  the  nomination  for  attor- 
ney-general. Mr.  Holmes  is  imbued  with 
the  true  spirit  of  the  reformer  and  has 
always  led  in  educational,  moral  and  tem- 
perance reform.  Ridicule  and  threats  have 
no  influence  with  him. 

When  a  young  man  he  was  a  Congrega- 
tionalist,  but  in  recent  years  united  with 
the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  ruling 
elder  in  the  church  to  which  he  belongs. 
He  assisted  in  organizing  and  superintend- 
ing the  first  permanent  Sunday  school  in 
Hamburg,  and  has  been  an  active  officer 
and  teacher  ever  since.  He  has  several 
times  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion and  for  fifteen  years  a  trustee  of  Tabor 
college. 

He  was  married  in  August,  1864,  to 
Sarah  B.  Hewitt.  They  have  six  children, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  William  Thomas,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Evore 
Evans,  Jesse  George,  Samuel  Arthur  and 
Sarah  Marcia. 

Mr.  Holmes  is  a  liberal  man  and  no 
advanced  course  for  human  good  has  ever 
appealed  in  vain  to  him.  He  has  the  lov- 
ing regard  of  all  his  fellow  citizens.  In  a 
comfortable  home,  his  children  a  credit  to 
him,  a  handsome  competence  for  his  old 
age,  he  is  enjoying  the  results  of  a  life  well 
spent  in  the  service  of  the  Master  and  his 
fellow-men. 


district,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tedf ord  & 
Miles,  which  continued  until  February, 
1879.  His  next  law  associate  was  J.  W. 
Preeland  and  the  firm  of  Freeland  &  Miles 
enjoyed  a  prosperous  business  until  1891, 
when  it  was  dissol v^.  Mr.  Miles  practiced 
alone  until  August  1, 1894,  when  he  became 
associated  with  C.  W.  Steele,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Miles  &  Steele,  which  still 
continues. 

Mr.  Miles  was  married  February  20,  1868, 
to  Miss  Mary  D.  Robb,  at  Corydon.  They 
have  an  interesting  family  of  four  children; 
WiUiam  E.,  bom  March  9,  1871;  Charles 
B.,  born  February  4,  1874;  Winifred,  born 


MILES,  Hon.  Lewis,  of  Corydon,  who 
served  several  terms  in  the  legislature  and 
has  been  twice  appointed  United  States 
district  attorney,  was  born  in  Marion 
county,  Ohio,  June  30,  1845.  He  came  to 
Wayne  county  with  his  parents  in  April, 
1853,  and  has  resided  there  constantly 
since.  His  father,  William  Miles,  was  a 
farmer.  He  died  December  26,  1879.  His 
mother,  Emily  Welch  Miles,  died  October 
11,  1865. 

Lewis  Miles  worked  on  a  farm  until  19 
years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  the 
stqdy  of  law  in  the  office  of  Gen.  S.  L. 
Glasgow.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Corydon,  in  October,  1868,  and  commenced 
active  practice  in  November,  1872,  at  which 
time  a  partnership  was  formed  with  Capt. 
J.  N.  McClanahan.  In  October,  1869,  when 
but  a  few  months  past  24,  he  was  elected  to ' 
the  state  legislature,  and  despite  his  youth, 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  influential 
members  of  the  lower  house.  In  June, 
1873,  the  relation  with  Captain  McClanahan 
was  dissolved,  and  another  formed  with  W. 
H.  Tedf  ord,  nowa  judge  in  the  Third  judicial 


March  9,   1876,  and  Lois,  born  August  5, 
1882. 

In  1879  he  was  a  candidate  on  the 
republican  ticket  for  the  state  senate,  and 
was  defeated,  although  running  far  ahead 
of  ticket.  In  1880  he  was  presidential 
elector  for  the  Eighth  district  and  voted  for 
Garfield  and  Arthur.  He  was  the  choice 
of  his  party  for  member  of  the  upper  branch 
of  the  general  assembly  again  in  1883,  and 
was  elected  by  a  good  majority,  serving  in 
the  Twentieth  and  Twenty-first  General 
Assemblies.  President  Harrison  appointed 
him  to  the  position  of  United  States  district 
attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  Iowa, 
and  during  his  incumbency  of  that  office, 
extending  over  a  period  of  four  years,  not 
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a  single  indictment  drawn  by  him  or  in  his 
office  was  quashed  or  declared  insufficient. 
His  record  as  an  officer  and  his  distinguished 
party  services  secured  his  reappointment 
to  the  district  attorneyship  when  the 
republicans  returned  to,  power  in  1896,  the 
Iowa  delegation  being  united  in  recommend- 
ing him  for  the  place.  He  takes  an  active 
part  in  politics,  and  is  in  demand  as  a 
speaker  during  every  campaign.  He  made 
thirty-seven  speeches  in  the  McKinley- 
Bryan  campaign.  He  has  been  engaged  in 
the  active  practice  of  law  since  1872,  except 
when  broken  by  his  appointment  to  the 
United  States  attorneyship,  and  has  a  law 
library  of  over  3,000  volumes.  He  is 
regarded  by  the  bar  of  the  state  and  by  the 
leading  politicians  of  all  parties  as  one  of 
the  brightest  and  ablest  men  in  the  state. 


VAN  VECHTEN,  Giles  F.  and 
Charles  D.,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  have  made 
that  name  known  and  honored  throughout 
that  region.  The  name  of  Van  Vechten 
dates  back  in  its  origin  to  the  time  of 
Cassar,  and  is  traceable  to  the  name  of  an 
old  Roman  camping  place  called  Vectum 
(now  Vechten)  near  Utrecht  in  Holland. 
The  name  of  Van  Vechten  signifies  from 
the  fighting  plave, 

J  he  first  of  the  family  who  came  to  America, 
Teunis  Dircksen  Van  Vechten,  who  came  to 
New  Netherlands  in  the  ship  **  Arms  of  Norway,*' 
with  his  wife,  one  child  and  two  servantB,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  at  Green  hush,  opposite  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  in  1638.  Persons  of  this  name  are  now  found  in 
nearly  every  state  of  the  union;  but  the  Dutch 
habit  of  continuity  cllng^s  to  the  greater  number, 
who  have  remained  near  the  home  of  their  fathers 
In  New  York.  The  familv,  however  scattered  or 
mingled  with  the  blood  of  other  families,  has  re- 
tained a  remarkable  resemblance  In  Its  different 
members  and  has  furnished  Its  full  share  of  those 
who.  In  peace  and  war,  have  made  a  history  for 
this  country. 

The  father  of  Giles  Fonda  and  Charles  Duane 
Van  Vechten,  was  Gilbert  Van  Vechten,  a  farmer, 
of  Lewis  county,  N.  Y.  Their  mother,  Ilona  Bent, 
came  from  New*England  stock,  her  father  having 
been  bom  In  Templeton,  Mass.  He  removed,  soon 
after  his  marriage,  to  Lie  wis  county.  In  northern 
New  York,  which  was  then  a  dense  forest,  with 
only  two  families  anywhere  near  the  place  which 
became  his  home. 

Giles  F.  was  born  In  Denmark,  Lewis  county,  N. 
Y.,  August  6,  1827.  He  was  educated  In  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  at  Denmark  academy.  In  1854 
he  moved  to  Mllledgevllle,  Carroll  county,  111., 
and  engaged  In  farming  and  stock  raising.  In  1865 
he  and  Henry  G.  Page,  of  Lanark,  111.,  opened  the 
private  bank  of  Van  Vechten  &  Page,  In  the  town 
of  Lanark.  He  remained  there  for  about  ten  years, 
changing  the  bank  meanwhile  Into  the  First  Na- 
tional bank  of  Lanark.  In  1875  he  sold  his  Interest 
In  the  bank  and  other  property  at  Lanark  and  soon 
after  removed  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.    In  Novem- 


ber, 1876.  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  opened  the  private  bank  of  G.  F. 
Van  Vechten.  In  1886  the  bank  was  changed  to 
the  Cedar  Rapids  National  bank,  of  which  ne  has 
since  been  vice-president 

In  1889  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Security 
Savings  bank,  of  which  he  hiM  since  been  president 
Mr.  Van  Vechten  Is  naturally  conservative,  his 
ventures  have  been  along  the  line  of  safety,  and  his 
business  career  has  been  In  the  best  sense  success- 
ful. Passing  through  several  panics,  his  business 
methods  have  always  been  sufficient  defense  against 
disaster,  and  the  financial  Institutions  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  have  never  suffered  failure. 
He  has  given  much  of  his  time  to  the  Investment  of 
funds  Intrusted  to  him  for  that  purpose,  and  can 
truthfully  say  he  has  never  lost  a  dollar  for  his 
clients.  Although  naturally  a  money-maker  he 
cares  little  for  simply  accumulating  money,  but  be- 
lieves that  men  who  occupy  positions  of  trust  owe 


Giles  F.  Van  Vechten. 

It  to  the  community  In  which  they  live  to  help 
others  as  well  as  themselves.  He  would.  If  he 
could,  give  all  men  and  women  an  opportunity  in 
the  world  and  would  guard  them  against  failure. 

Politically,  Mr.  Van  Vechten  has,  as  a  rule, 
acted  with  the  republican  party,  although  he  was 
never  a  partisan.  In  his  later  years  he  has  grown 
more  Independent  In  politics  and  Is  a  believer  in 
the  justice  of  the  doctrine  known  as  the  **  Single 
Tax." 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Melissa 
Humphrey  on  April  14,  1858.  They  have 
had  no  children  of  their  own.  They  have 
one  adopted  daughter,  Mary,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Merritt  W.  Pinckney,  a  Chicago 
attorney. 

Charles  D.  Van  Vechten  was  born  in 
Denmark,  N.  Y.,  September  4,  1839.     At 
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the  age  of  16  he  went  to  Battle  Creek, 
Mich.,  where  he  attended  school  for  one 
year  and  then  went  to  the  Kalamazoo 
schools  for  two  years. 

When  about  22  years  old  he  went  into  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  and  lumber  business  at  Mattawan, 
Mich.,  about   twelve   miles   west   of   Kalamazoo, 


born  June  17,  1880,  who  has  recently  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course. 


Charles  D.  Van  Vechten. 

where  he  remained  until  1876.  He  then  removed 
to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  with  bis  brother,  Giles  F., 
and  in  February,  1877,  came  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  For  about  seven  years 
he  acted  as  cashier  of  bis  brotjhei^^s.'bank.  In 
August,  1884,  he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Insurance  company.  In  January,  1885,  the 
stockholders  of  this  company  placed 'it  in  liquida- 
tion on  account  of  losses  which  occurred  prior  to 
Mr.  Van  Vechten*s  connection  with  it,  and  an  ar- 
rangement was  made  by  which  its  risks  were  grad- 
ually reinsured  in  the  Continental  of  New  York. 
He  acted  as  state  agent  for  the  Continental  until 
January,  1888.  In  February,  1888,  he  accepted  the 
position  of  associate  general  agent  in  the  general 
afironcy  of  northern  and  western  Iowa,  for  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  company,  of 
Milwaukee.  Although  taking  up  insurance  busi- 
ness rather  late  in  life  his  success  has  been  entirely 
satisfactory.  Politically,  he  is  independent,  al- 
though usually  acting  with  the  republican  party. 
He  &  a  believer  in  the  ''Single  Tax,''  and  is 
warmly  interested  in  other  reform  movements.  The 
only  public  otiice  he  ever  held  was  that  of  alderman 
for  the  fifth  ward  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

August  8,  1861,  he  was  married  to  Ada 
Amanda  Fitch.  They  have  three  children: 
Ralph,  bom  August  29,  1862,  and  cashier 
of  the  Cedar  Rapids  National  bank;  Emma, 
bom  June  11,  1867,  and  the  wife  of  Clifford 
K.    Shaffer,   of  Cedar  Rapids;  and  Carl, 


GUITTAR,  Theodore,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  ex-sheriff  of  Pottawattamie  county, 
and  at  present  deputy  oil  inspector  for  the 
state  of  Iowa,  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
history  of  this  state  *  although  a  native  of 
Missouri.  His  father,  Francis  Guittar,  was 
among  the  first  white  men  to  come  to  west- 
ern Iowa.  He  first  visited  Council  Bluffs, 
in  1825,  in  a  keel  boat  while  in  the  employ 
of  the  American  Fur  company.  He  thus 
traded  with  the  Indians  until  1840,  at  which 
time  he  engaged  in  the  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  1852,  having  accumulated 
some  money  through  his  transactions  with 
the  Indians,  he  put  in  a  stock  of  merchan- 
dise at  Council  Bluffs,  and  the  same  was 
continued  until  1878,  when  he  retired  with 
a  competency.  He  was  of  French-Cana- 
dian stock,  but  was  born  at  St.  Louis,  as 
was  his  wife,  Eugenia  Bono. 

Theodore  Guittar  was  born  December 
20,  1842,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  removed  to 
Council  Bluffs  with  his  parents  when  a 


small  boy,  and  it  was  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  place  he  acquired  his  edu- 
cation He  clerked  in  his  father's  store 
until  1862,  t^hen  he  responded  to  the  toc- 
sin of  war,. enlisting  in  the  Second  Iowa 
battery.     He  served  throughout  the  whole 
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of  the  great  struggle,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Vicksburg,  Nashville,  Tupelo, 
Jackson,  Raymond,  Hurricane  Creek,  Old 
Town  Creek,  Oxford  and  others  of  less  im- 
portance. He  is  a  member  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  post.  No.  29,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  department  of  Iowa. 

The  war  over,  he  returned  to  Council 
Bluffs  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  until  1868, 
at  which  time  he  went  into  the  grocery- 
business.  This  he  followed  until  1870, 
when  he  purchased  a  farm  and  engaged  in 
fruit  raising  and  agricultural  work  until 
1875,  returning  at  that  time  to  Council 
Bluffs.  Having  done  effective  work  for 
the  republican  party,  of  which  he  was  an 
enthusiastic  supporter,  he,  in  1877,  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  serv- 
ing as  such  for  two  years.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  constable,  and  so  well  did  he  per- 
form the  duties  of  that  office  during  the 
three  years  of  his  incumbency  that  he  was 
the  logical  candidate  for  sheriff  of  the 
county.  He  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority,  and  was  re-elected  at  the  close 
of  his  first  term.  In  1890  he  received  the 
appointment  of  deputy  internal  revenue 
collector  for  the  southern  district  of  Iowa, 
serving  for  three  years,  and  in  1894  was 
made  deputy  oil  inspector,  which  position 
he  is  now  filling.  He  was  married  Decem- 
ber 20,  1869,  to  Elizabeth  Beecroft.  They 
have  but  one  child,  a  daughter,  Eugenia 
I.  Guittar. 


GARDNER,  William  Watson,  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest 
Puritan  families,  one  that  landed  in  Amer- 
ica in  the  year  1656.  His  grandfather, 
Benjamin  Gardner,  carried  a  musket 
through  the  revolutionary  war;  a  great 
uncle,  William  Gardner,  was  aid-de-camp  to 
General  Washington.  Governor  Gardner, 
of  Massachusetts,  was  one  of  this  family, 
who  are  all  descendants  from  John  Gard- 
ner, of  Hingham,  Mass.  He  received  from 
the  crown,  in  1856,  a  grant  of  land  located 
in  that  region.  William  Gardner,  the 
father  of  William  Watson,  was  born  in 
Plainfield,  Mass.,  July  10,  1803,  and  July 
3,  1828,  married  Ann  Parkhurst.  He  was 
a  contractor  and  builder  and  his  early  life 
was  spent  in  Massachusetts  and  in  Ontario 
county,  N.  Y.  In  1840  he  moved  to  Le 
Claire,  Iowa,  and  lived  until  March  6,  1891. 

Ann  Parkhurst  was  the  daughter  of 
Sterling  Parkhurst,  of  Ontario  county,  N. 
Y.,  who  moved  with  his  family  in  1837  to 
what  is  now  known  as  Le  Claire,  Iowa.  The 


place  was  first  called  Parkhurst-town  in 
honor  of  his  family. 

William  W.  Gardner  was  born  March 
20,  1841,  at  Le  Claire,  Scott  county.  He 
attended  the  village  schools  and  then  spent 
his  early  life  in  teaching.  Later  he  studied 
medicine  and  became  proficient  in  the 
theory  of  that  profession  but  never  prac- 
ticed, and  in  1870  he  located  at  Avoca,  in 
the  drug  business.  In  this  business  the 
knowledge  of  medicine  has  naturally  been 
of  great  advantage  to  him.  He  has  ac- 
quired a  fine  reputation  as  a  careful,  con- 
scientious and  reliable  druggist.  Having 
lived  in  Pottawattamie  county  for  about 


twenty-seven  years,  he  has  a  large  ac- 
quaintance and  is  very  favorably  known 
throughout  that  section  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Gardner's  father  was  a  whig  and  he  was 
raised  in  that  faith,  but  when  the  party 
went  to  pieces  in  1856,  he  became  a  demo- 
crat, and  the  son  has  always  been  asso- 
ciated with  that  party.  He  became  a  Mason 
as  early  as  1867  and  has  been  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  that  fraternity.  He  has  taken 
the  Knight  Templar  degrees  and  presided 
as  master  and  high  priest  for  several  terms. 
He  served  as  postmaster  during  President 
Cleveland's  second  term.  He  was  married 
November  2,  1873,  to  Frances  Maud  Smith, 
and  they  have  had  two  daughters,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy  and  the  other, 
Frances  Maud,  was  born  in  1883. 
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VAN  ALLEN,  George  C,  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry 
county,  was  bom  July  6,  1830,  on  the  north 
shore  of  Pillar  Point,  Jefferson  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  the  oldest  child  of  Cor- 
nelius Van  Allen  and  Lory  Ann  Ackerman, 
his  wife. 

The  family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Besides  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  they  are:  Martin,  a  Chicago  real  estate  man 
living  in  Ravenswood;  Sarah  H.  White,  of  Car- 
thage, N.  Y.,  widow  of  Gen.  D.  B.  White;  Lory  Ann 
Hoover,  of  Chicago,  111.,  widow  of  George  Hoover; 
Catherine  Grinnell,  of  May  Fair,  Cook  county,  £11., 
widow  of  G.  G.  Grinnell;  Mrs  C.  M.  Beckford,  of 
Sampton,  Va.,  widow  of  Selwyn  E.  Beckford;  Cor- 
nelius A.,  real  estate,  of  Effingham,  111 ;  William, 
surveyor,  of  Ukiah,  Cal.,  and  Florence  O.  Baulch, 
wife  of  J.  J.  Baulch,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  In  1831  the 
family  moved  to  a  farm  of  their  own  near  by,  over- 
looking Black  River  bay.  Across  the  bay  could 
easily  be  seen  Madison  barracks,  where  General 
Grant  was  once  quartered,  and  the  village  of  Sack- 
ett's  HArbor,  famous  in  one  of  the  early  battles  of 
the  war  of  1812,  in  May,  1813.  Upon  this  farm  the 
boy  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the  countrv  schools, 
working  at  the  forge  and  in  the  ship  yards,  and  at 
times  engaged  in  hauling  heavy  tinibers  out  of  the 
forest  into  the  shipyards.  Living  so  many  years 
near  the  water  he  grew  to  love  it,  for  it  afforded 
him  pleasure  as  a  boy  and  helped  to  earn  his  living 
as  a  man,  in  the  early  days  before  railways  took 
the  place  of  boats.  In  this  vicinity  Mr.  Van  Allen 
tauffht  in  the  public  schools,  and  later  attended 
FalTey  seminary  in  Fulton,  N.  Y.  From  there 
he  went  to  the  Old  Wesley  an  university  in  Mid- 
dletown.  Conn.,  wbere  he  was  a  member  of  a  secret 
society  organized  by  a  few  congenial  fellows,  in- 
cluding William  and  Andrew  Roe,  O.  W.  Powers, 
Mr.  Bailey,  and  David  J.  Brewer.  The  latter,  then 
one  of  the  most  modest  of  young  men,  is  now  a  jud^e 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Van  Allen  remained  there  a  little  less  than  two 
vears,  when  he  was  obliged  to  return  home,  carry- 
ing with  him  gentle  memories  of  the  kindness  of 
student  friends,  especially  Brooks,  Fellows,  and 
Bishop.  He  had  good  standing  in  his  classes  in 
school,  but  the  teachers  did  not  deeply  influence 
him,  for  he  was  a  close  student  and  reached  his  own 
conclusions,  taking  but  little  on  the  authority  of 
teachers  alone. 

After  some  weeks  recuperation  at  home  at 
Pillar  Point,  he  took  what  little  money  he  had  and 
started  west  bv  way  of  the  great  lakes.  The  trip 
was  a  delightful  one,  and  gave  him  broader  ideas 
of  the  size  of  the  world  than  he  had  ever  obtained 
from  books.  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  were  beauti- 
ful cities  at  that  time,  but  Chicago  was  a  dirty  little 
village,  although  full  of  hustling  men,  broken  side- 
walks, and  muddy  streets,  with  a  disordered  levee 
and  railway  yards.  Mr.  Van  Allen  went  to  Du- 
buque, expecting  to  secure  employment  at  survey- 
ing, but  flnding  nothing  in  this  line,  an  old  friend, 
George  Rogers,  secured  him  a  place  Hi  the  business 
office  of  the  Dubuque  Herald  as  bookkeeper.  The 
Herald  was  then  published  by  J.  B.  Dorr,  after- 
ward colonel  of  the  Eighth  Iowa  cavalry.  In  the 
spring  the  young  surveyor  secured  a  place  with 
Webb  and  Higby,  surveyors,  and  afterward  with 
Charles  Smith,  local  engineer  of  the  Dubuque  &> 
Paciflc  railway.  In  July  his  brother  Martin  se- 
cured for  him  a  still  better  position  in  the  land 
department  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad.    At 


flrst  he  traveled  for  the  company  in  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota  and  Iowa.  January  1,  1857,  he  was  pro- 
moted and  sent  to  Effingham,  200  miles  south  of 
Chicago,  on  the  Illinois  Central,  to  sell  the  com- 
pany's lands.  His  sales  by  the  first  of  October 
amounted  to  13,000  acres.  One  could  hardly  see  a 
dozen  houses  in  an  hour's  ride  on  the  cars,  except 
a  few  at  the  scattered  stations.  During  this  season 
of  prosperity  Mr.  Van  Allen  was  married,  August 
6,  1857,  in  Scriba,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Jennie  M.  Wright, 
who  had  been  a  classmate  in  Fulton.  She  was  a 
cultured  lady  of  domestic  tastes,  and  Mr.  Van 
Allen  always  regarded  the  event  of  their  marriage 
as  the  beginning  of  a  very  happy  part  of  his  life. 

In  October,  1857,  the  great  financial  crash  came, 
destroying  or  badly  crippling  all  the  business  of 
the  country.    Land  sales  stopped,  payments  failed, . 
enterprising  people  who  had  started  out  to  make 
new  homes  fell  back  to  their  old  domiciles  to  begin 


life  anew  or  die  of  disappointment.  Mr.  Van  Allen 
lost  about  $6,000  in  this  panic  and  had  to  begin  over 
again,  falling  back  on  his  knowledge  of  surveying 
to  support  his  family.  In  his  spare  moments  he 
read  law,  and  in  the  fall  of  1859  went  to  Water- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  two  years  in  the  office  of 
Judge  F.  W.  Hubbard,  then  lately  from  the  bench 
of  the  New  York  court  of  appeals.  During  the  fol- 
lowing two  years  he  studied  part  of  the  time  in  the 
Albany  Law  school,  and  at  the  April,  1861,  term  of 
the  supreme  court  he  was  admitted  to  the  degree 
of  counsellor  at  law  in  the  state  of  New  York.  He 
soon  after  returned  to  Chicago  and  then  to  Kenosha, 
but  the  war  was  on  and  there  was  no  business  for 
him,  so  he  spent  a  few  months  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Pettitt.  He  was  elected  to  the  superintendency  of 
the  high  school  in  Plover,  Wis.,  that  fall,  remain- 
ing till  July,  1862,  when  he  went  to  Burlington,  and 
engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  railroad  from  Ottumwa  to  Chariton.  At  the 
close  of  the  season  he  located  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
where  he  engaged  in  compiling  records  for  the 
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ezamlDation  of  titles.  Here  he  has  ever  since  re- 
mained, closely  confined  to  one  of  the  most  labori- 
ous, and  by  no  means  least  important,  branches  of 
the  law.  He  suffered  another  backset  in  1883,  when 
his  office  was  destroyed  by  fire,  at  a  loss  of  $2,000. 
But  he  soon  recovered  from  the  shock  and  began  to 
re-write  his  books. 

His  wife  died  January  27,  1891,  and  he 
was  again  married,  October  26,  1893,  to 
Miss  Anna  L.  Watters.  One  son,  Alfred 
M.  Van  Allen,  was  bom  October  3,  1869. 
He  was  educated  in  the  Iowa  Wesley  an 
university,  graduated  from  the  state  uni- 
versity law  school  in  June,  1894,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  successful  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Mr.  Van  Allen  had  always  been  a  repub- 
lican, and  a  quiet  but  efficient  worker  for 
others  when  offices  were  to  be  filled,  but 
never  seeking  any  office  for  himself.  He 
was  brought  up  a  Methodist,  but  on  remov- 
ing to  Mt.  Pleasant  united  with  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  to  which  his  wife  belonged. 
He  is  a  man  who  thinks  for  himself,  de- 
cides for  himself,  and  acts  for  himself, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  and 
highly  respected  men  in  his  community. 


VAIL,  Alexander  M.,  M.  D.,  of  Rock 
Rapids,  is  a  son  of  Alexander  Vail,  a  hat- 
ter during  his  earlier  years  in  the  city  of 
Newark,  N.  J.  Following  the  election  of 
Buchanan,  however,  he  foresaw  the  possi- 
ble destruction  of  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustries of  the  east,  and  so,  in  1857,  re- 
moved to  Illinois  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Kewanee,  where  he  lived  until  1865. 
He  died  November  1,  1894,  while  visiting 
the  doctor,  at  the  advanced  age  of  90 
years.  The  mother,  Sarah  Sebring  Vail, 
was  a  woman  whose  life  was  one  of  great 
activity  in  the  work  of  benevolence.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  62.  King  George  I  of 
Great  Britain  granted  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
Orange  mountains  in  New  Jersey  to  the 
early  ancestors  of  the  Vails,  and  there  sev- 
eral generations  of  the  family  passed  their 
lives.  Among  the  descendants  of  these 
was  Judge  Stephen  Vail,  of  Patterson,  N. 
J.,  who  was  the  father  of  Alfred  Vail,  said 
to  be  the  originator  of  the  Morse  system  of 
electric  telegraphy.  Little  is  known  of 
the  mother's  antecedents  except  that  they 
were  natives  of  Holland. 

Alexander  M.  Vail  was  born  at  Green- 
brook,  Summerset  county,  N.  J.,  May  9, 
1848.  His  educational  advantages  were 
limited;  he  attended  country  school  during 
winter  and  by  hard  study  evenings  when 
engaged  as  a  clerk  at  an  early  age.     He 


started  to  learn  the  tinner's  trade  at  14, 
but  was  induced  to  abandon  the  idea  by  his 
mother,  and  entered  the  service  of  his 
brother,  who  owned  a  clothing  store. 
After  four  years  in  that  capacity  he  made 
a  tour  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  but  finding* 
no  place  to  his  liking  returned  to  Kewa- 
nee, 111.  He  went  to  Chicago  shortly  after 
the  big  fire,  and  from  there  to  Red  Oak, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  for  a  time  ia 
clerking,  but  the  company  failed  and  he 
was  thrown  out  of  employment.  After 
working  at  various  places  he,  in  1877,  took 
up  the  study  of  medical  electricity  and 
hydropathy. 

In  the  fall  of  1879  he  went  to  Chicago 
and  began  a  regular  course  in  medicine 
and  surgery.  While  there  he  assisted  Dr. 
L.  G.  Mcintosh  in  perfecting  the  electric 
battery  now  known  as  the  Mcintosh  bat- 
tery, and  by  his  practical  genius  aided  in 
bringing  out  one  of  the  best  and  most  ex- 
tensively used  batteries  now  in  use  by 
physicians.  He  graduated  from  the  Chi- 
cago Medical  college  in  1882.  During  his 
junior  year  he  took  second  prize,  consist- 
ing of  a  medal  and  a  $10  gold  piece,  in  an 


oral  contest  in  anatomy,  and  the  next  year 
received  a  like  prize  for  the  best  dissection. 
Following  graduation  he  engaged  in  prac- 
tice in  Red  Oak,  in  partnership  with  Dr. 
F.  M.  Hiett,  where  he  remained  one  year; 
removed  to  Rock  Rapids  in  1884  and  went 
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into  the  drug  business  with  Dr.  A.  McNab, 
practicing  the  while;  sold  out  in  1887  and 
devoted  his  whole  attention  to  practice. 
While  there  he  established  a  reputation  in 
the  treatment  of  diseases  of  women  and 
children,  and  his  success  with  tuberculosis 
by  the  iodine  method,  a  discovery  of  his 
own,  has  attracted  wide  attention.  In  1886 
he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Medical  As- 
sociation of  Northwestern  Iowa,  and  in 
1887  was  delegated  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  association,  which  then  met 
in  Chicago.  In  1894  he  succeeded  in  or- 
g'anizing  the  Lyon  County  Medical  society. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Railway  Surgeons,  and  is  local  sur- 
g'eon  for  the  Illinois  Central  railway.  He 
is  a  republican  and  prohibitionist,  but  re- 
gards the  latter  as  a  moral  rather  than  a 
]x>litical  question.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  filled  most  all  the  of- 
fices in  his  home  lodge;  was  district  dep- 
uty grand  master  for  one  year.  He  is 
highly  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  M. 
W.  of  A.,  having  assisted  in  organizing 
one  of  the  strongest  lodges  in  any  small 
town  in  the  state.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Ida  P.  Burrough,  of  Tecumseh,  Mich., 
September  8,  1886.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. 


THOMPSON, Walter  H.  W.  H.  Thomp- 
son, as  he  usually  subscribes  himself,  cash- 
ier of  the  Bank  of  Collins,  is  a  splendid 
type  of  the  hustling,  progressive  and  suc- 
cessful young  lowan.  He  is  but  31  years 
of  age,  yet  has  for  years  been  at  the  head 
of  a  large  mercantile  establishment,  has 
served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  his  city,  and 
at  this  time  fills  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
financial  circles  of  that  section  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

He  was  bom  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa, 
November,  1,  1866.  His  father,  John 
Thompson,  is  a  man  who  has  made  a  com- 
plete success  of  agriculture,  and  though 
now  retired  from  the  management  of  his 
farm,  is  serving  as  president  of  the  Bank 
of  Collins.  The  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Ann  E.  Angelo,  a  family  name  that  is 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  country.  Although  the  younger 
Mr.  Thompson  received  a  common  and  high 
school  education,  he  did  not  have  the  c^- 
vantage  of  a  collegiate  course.  He  resided 
on  the  farm  until  he  had  reached  his  nine- 
teenth year,  at  which  time  his  father  ex- 
changed stock  owned  by  him  in  the  Wolf 
Creek  Coal  company  for  the  general  store 


of  R.  H.  Hampton  &  Son,  at  Collins,  and  he 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  same.  With  a 
proper  appreciation  of  the  services  ren- 
dered him,  the  father  gave  the  young  man 
a  one-half  interest  in  the  business,  he  re- 
maining upon  the  farm  and  permitting  his 


son  to  manage  the  concern  in  his  own  way. 
Events  proved  that  Walter  H.  was  equal  to 
the  task,  for  in  1890  he  purchased  his 
father's  interest  and  conducted  the  busi- 
ness in  his  own  name  in  a  very  profitable 
manner  until  1896.  At  this  time  he  found 
a  customer  in  J.  M.  Hall,  so  disposed  of  the 
store  to  good  advantage.  Previous  to  sell- 
ing out,  he  and  his  father  had  founded  the 
Bank  of  Collins,  with  the  father  as  president 
and  the  son  as  cashier.  This  iustitution 
still  continues  to  flourish,  and  its  stability 
goes  unquestioned  in  that  section  of  the 
state. 

The  junior  Mr.  Thompson  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Collins  by  President  Cleve- 
land, and  he  creditably  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  office.  He  was  elected  assessor 
of  the  incorporated  town  of  Collins  in 
1892  3,  and  mayor  of  the  same  city  on  the 
citizens'  ticket  in  1896,  being  re-elected  in 
1897.  He  joined  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows 
in  1890;  has  filled  the  office  of  noble  grand 
four  terms  and  was  appointed  D.  D.  G.  M. 
for  the  Seventy -seventh  district  in  1894;  is 
also  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  hav- 
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ing  held  the  office  of  worshipful  master  for 
several  successive  terms,  and  is  prominent 
in  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Luna  May  Crabb 
in  June,  1887,  and  two  children  have  come 
to  them — Forest  G.,  aged  8,  and  John  B. 
Thompson,  aged  2  years. 


GETZ,  Hiram  Landis,  of  Marshall- 
town,  ranks  among  the  foremost  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  of  the  state,  and  has 
also  been  prominent  in  political  and  edu- 
cational circles;  commissioned  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland,  July,  1894,  for  a  term  of 
four  years  as  postmaster  at  Marshalltown; 
was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  and 
twice  elected  president  of  the  Marshall- 
town  school  board;  elected  president  of  the 
department  of  school  administration.  Nat- 
ional Educational  association,  1896.  He 
is  of  German  and  Swiss  descent,  although 
his  ancestors  have  lived  in  America  many 
generations.  His  father,  Levi  Gross  Getz, 
was  a  farmer  and  fancy  stock  breeder,  noted 
for  his  integrity  and  thrift.  He  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1896,  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa. ,  aged  68 
years,  having  spent  the  most  of  his  life  on 
the  farm  which  had  been  owned  by  the 
family  since  1804.  John  Getz,  the  doctor's 
grandfather,  was  an  extensive  land  owner, 
and  was  also  engaged  as  a  school  teacher. 
His  wife,  Magdalena  Gross,  was  of  Ger- 
man descent.  Jacob  Getz,  Sr.,  the  doc- 
tor's great-great-grandfather,  emigrated 
from  Pfalz,  Germany,  during  the  eight- 
eenth century,  and  settled  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  Maria  Long  Landis,  Dr. 
Getz's  mother,  was  a  resident  of  Manheim 
township,  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Landis,  who 
came  to  America  in  1717,  from  the  vicinity 
of  Manheim,  on  the  Rhine,  where  his  an- 
cestors had  been  driven  from  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  about  1660,  on  account  of 
their  religious  belief,  Hans  Landis  having 
been  there  beheaded  in  September,  1616. 
Their  denomination  was  that  of  Pietus  or 
Mennonites.  The  Landis  family  is  a  very 
old  one,  their  name  having  been  known  to 
the  French  and  Germans  many  centuries 
ago.  A  large  number  of  their  descendants 
still  live  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and 
twenty-seven  representatives  of  them  were 
in  the  civil  war. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Getz  was  bom  November  14, 
1850,  in  East  Hempfield  township,  Lancas- 
ter county.  Pa.  He  obtained  his  early  ed- 
ucation at  the  district  school  and  the  high 
school  at  Manheim,  Pa.     He  also  received 


private  instruction  in  Latin  and  German. 
He  has  been  a  student  all  his  life.  In  1885 
he  graduated  from  the  Chautauqua  Liter- 
ary and  Scientific  circle,  and  in  1890  re- 
ceived the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  from 
Iowa  college.  He  began  the  study  of 
medicine  in  1871,  with  Dr.  John  M.  Dun- 
lap,  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  attended  four  terms 
at  the  Jefferson  Medical  college  in  Phila- 
delphia, graduating  March  11,  1874,  with 
special  honors  in  anatomy,  being  also  sec- 
retary of  the  graduating  class.  He  also 
attended  lectures  and  clinics  at  Will's  Oph- 
thalmic, Allen's  Obstetrical  and  other  hos- 
pitals in  Philadelphia;  was  connected  with 


some  of  the  city's  free  dispensaries,  and 
was  an  assistant  and  student  under  Dr.  R. 
J.  Levis,  a  noted  surgeon.  He  came  to 
Marshalltown,  March  20,  1874,  opened  an 
office  April  1st,  and  has  been  in  active 
practice  ever  since. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  professional  work  the 
doctor  has  served  as  medical  examiner  and  surgeon 
for  numerous  life  and  accident  companies,  and  med- 
ical director  for  the  Northern  Life  association,  of 
Marshalltown,  Iowa;  was  for  many  years  the  city 
health  officer  of  Marshalltown,  and  was  the 
first  regularly  appointed  county  physician  for 
Marshall  county.  He  is  the  present  chief  surgeon 
for  the  Iowa  Central  Railway  company,  district 
surgeon  for  the  Chicago  &  North-Western  Railway 
company  at  Marshalltown,  local  surgeon  for  the 
Chicago  Great  Western  Railway  company,  and 
surgeon  for  the  Marshall  Liiirht,  Power  and  Rail- 
way company.    He  was  elected  professor  of  physi- 
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ology  at  the  Chioago  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  1882,  but  declined  the  offer  owing  to 

?»roi)erty  and  other  interests  at  Marshalltown.  In 
884  he  was  elected  professor  of  obstetrics,  surgical 
diseases  of  women  and  diseases  of  children  in  the 
Iowa  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at  Des 
Moines,  where  he  served  until  1887,  when  he  re- 
signed in  order  to  give  more  time  to  professional 
duties  at  home.  In  1894  he  was  elected  professor 
of  anatomy  and  clinical  diseases  of  women  in  the 
St.  Louis  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  but 
did  not  accept,  owing  to  his  receiving  the  appoint- 
ment as  postmaster,  there  having  been  thirteen 
candidates  for  the  position.  He  was  appointed 
assiatant  surgeon  of  the  Iowa  National  Guard,  and 
commissioned  captain  June  12,  1887,  by  Governor 
Larrabee;  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel,  as  a 
member  of  his  staff,  June  14,  1890,  by  Governor 
Boies;  commissioned  past  assistant  surgeon -general 
August  19, 1889,  rank  of  colonel  of  the  U.  R.  K.  of 
P.  of  Iowa.  He  has  been  especially  skillful  and 
successful  as  a  surgeon,  performing  most  of  the 
major  and  special  operations  known  to  surgery. 
He  has  devised  an  improved  combined  trocar 
canula  and  aspirating  needle;  a  new  uterine  repos- 
itor;  an  antiseptic  surgical  cabinet;  Getz's  bicycle 
ambulance  and  handstretcher,  and  has  designed 
6etz*8  physicians'  and  surgeons*  labor  saving  day 
book  and  ledger  and  Getz's  dally  conduct  recora  and 
ledger  for  penal  institutions,  which  is  now  used  by 
the  state  industrial  schools.  He  has  been  a  fre- 
quent contributor  to  many  of  the  principal  medical 
and  surgical  journals  of  the  United  States,  among 
them  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medicai  Associa- 
tion, the  Medical  and  Surgical' Homier,  the  Medical 
Becord  and  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Beporter,  etc., 
etc.  Some  of  these  contributions  were  translated 
and  published  in  foreign  journals,  and  he  has  often 
read  original  papers  at  the  state,  national  and  in- 
ternational meetings  of  the  surgical  and  medical 
fratemitv. 

In  politics  the  doctor  is  independent,  having 
voted  with  the  republican  party  until  1884,  when 
he  identified  himself  with  the  democrats.  In  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1896  he  was  in  sympathy 
with  the  national  democracy.  He  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Iowa  indus- 
trial schools  in  1886  by  Governor  Larrabee,  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  and  in  1887  the  legislature  elected  him 
for  a  full  term  of  six  years.  During  Cleveland's 
first  and  second  admistrations  he  served  as  a  mem- 
ber and  president  of  the  board  of  pension  examiners. 
Under  his  management  of  the  Marshalltown  post- 
office  many  reforms  and  improvements  were 
brought  about  in  the  office,  and  it  was  very  gen- 
erally conceded  that  the  service  was  the  best  in 
the  history  of  the  city.  The  doctor  was  appointed 
to  fill  a  vacancy  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation of  Marshalltown  in  1889,  and  in  1890  was 
elected  for  a  term  of  three  years,  re-elected  in  1893 
to  a  third  term.  In  1896  he  was  unanimously  chosen 
president  of  the  board  and  re-elected  president  in 
1897 .  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  department  of  school 
administration  at  uie  National  Educational  asso- 
ciation (Buffalo,  N.  Y.)  in  1896,  and  was  there 
elected  the  first  president  of  this  department. 

Dr.  Getz  is  a  member  of  the  leading  medical  and 
surgical  societies  of  the  state  and  nation;  was 
second  vice-president  of  the  State  Medical  associa- 
tion in  1882,  and  first  vice-president  in  1897;  and 
the  founder  and  first  president  of  the  Iowa  Central 
(State)  Medical  association.  He  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  International  Association  of  Rail- 
way Surgeons  in  1897,  and  a  member  of  the  execu- 
tive board  in  1898;  October  14, 1898,  he  was  elected 


president  of  the  Iowa  State  Association  of  Elailway 
Sureeons.  at  Clinton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  fol- 
lowing civic  societies:  Knights  Templars,  Mystic 
Shriners,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Uniformed  Rank,  K. 
P.,  Odd  Fellows,  Elks,  Princes  of  Iran,  Knights  of 
Korrassan,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Wood- 
men's camp  organized  in  Marshalltown.  He  joined 
the  German  Reformed  church  at  Philadelphia,  but 
upon  removal  to  Marshalltown  was  admitted  to  the 
Presbyterian.  His  views  becoming  too  liberal  to 
be  in  keeping  with  the  church  creed  he  requested 
that  a  withdrawal  letter  be  granted  and  that  his 
naembership  be  canceled. 

Dr.  Getz  was  married  May  27,  1874,  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Worley,  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Susan  Worley.  Her  paternal  grand- 
mother was  the  first  whit«  female  child 
born  where  the  city  of  Cincinnati  now 
stands.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Getz  have  two 
children,  N.  Worley,  born  May  12,  1875, 
graduated  from  the  Marshalltown  high 
school,  was  a  student  for  three  years  at 
Iowa  college,  general  delivery  clerk  in  the 
Marshalltown  postoffice  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  attended  lectures  at  Jefferson 
Medical  college,  Philadelphia,  for  one  year, 
and  in  1897-1898  was  a  student  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Berlin,  Germany;  Igerna  M.,  who  was 
bom  July  13,  1878,  graduated  from  the 
Marshalltown  high  school,  later  a  student 
at  Miss  Baldwin's  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1897-1898  was  a  student  of 
languages  in  Europe. 


SAWYER,  Prank  Payson,  who  is  at 
the  head  of  one  of  the  most  important  in- 
dustries in  the  west,  lives  in  Muscatine  and 
is  the  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the 
Muscatine  Oat  Meal  company,  which 
manufactures  the  celebrated  ** Friends' 
oats. "  Mr.  Sawyer  comes  of  New  England 
ancestors.  His  father,  Stephen  P.  Sawyer, 
was  born  in  Amsbury,  Mass.,  in  1832,  but 
removed  1o  Hamilton,  Ont.,  about  1848, 
where  he  lived  until  1871.  At  that  time  he 
removed  to  Muscatine  and  retired  from 
business  in  order  to  use  his  income  for  the 
benefit  of  his  family  and  to  prolong  the 
life  and  afford  comfort  to  his  wife,  who  had 
been  a  confirmed  invalid  for  many  years. 
She  died  March  18,  1897.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Prances  Phoebe  Gillett,  and  she 
was  a  native  of  Newport,  N.  H. 

F.  P.  Sawyer  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Ont.,  No- 
vember, 30, 1856,  and  he  has  lived  in  Muscatine  most 
of  the  time  since  1872.  His  early  education  was 
acquired  in  the  Canadian  public  schools,  well  known 
for  their  thoroug^h  training  and  substantial  founda- 
tions for  a  thorough  education.  He  graduated 
from  the  Muscatine  high  school  and  entered  the 
Iowa  State  university  in  1874.  During  his  sopho- 
more year  illness  compelled  him  lo  retire,  and  a 
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year's  change  of  climate  and  travel  in  the  east  con- 
vinced him  the  only  sure  foundation  and  reliance 
for  life  was  a  trade,  and  that  the  professions  and 
ordinary  mercantile  pursuits  could  not  always  be 
relied  upon  in  case  of  financial  upheaval.  So  he 
decided  to  lose  no  time,  left  college  and  learned 
the  marble  cutter's  trade,  which  for  a  time  he  fol- 


lowed in  Des  Moines.  He  found  this  was  too  ardu- 
ous an  employment  and  involved  too  great  a  risk 
to  his  health,  so  he  interested  himself  in  the  Mus- 
catine Oat  Meal  company,  and  upon  request  became 
personally  identified  with  the  management.  He 
had  been  interested  in  the  concern  since  its  organi- 
zation, and  in  1883  was  placed  in  the  management 
of  the  business.  Since  he  took  hold  of  it,  it  has 
grown  every  year  until  now  it  is  the  second  largest 
oat  meal  industry  in  operation  in  the  United  States. 
The  factory  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
city  of  Musoatine,  as  it  employs  over  160  persons  in 
addition  to  a  large  number  of  others  indirectly  ob- 
taining their  income  from  the  business.  The  com- 
pany's trade  extends  all  over  the  world,  from  South 
Africa  to  the  European  markets,  and  in  all  of  the 
large  cities  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Mr. 
Sawyer  takes  a  broad  view  of  the  notable  business 
success  which  he  has  achieved  and  finds  his  best 
reward  and  the  most  satisfaction  in  the  benefits  it 
has  brought  to  others  in  furnishing  remunerative 
employment  to  so  many  persons.  He  is  naturally 
gratified  at  the  financial  success  of  the  enterprise 
and  other  investments  that  he  has  made,  but  says 
that  the  pleasure  derived  from  the  use  of  such  ac- 
cumulations is  that  which  alTords  him  the  most 
satisfaction  and  not  the  mere  fact  of  possession. 
Mr.  Sawyer  is  a  director  of  the  Muscatine  Savings 
bank  and  the  First  National  bank  and  the  Musca- 
tine Water  company,  and  also  treasurer  of  the  latter 
concern.  He  is  a  republican  but  is  not  a  hide- 
bound partisan.  He  keeps  informed  on  the  effects 
of  political  changes  upon  business  matters  and  he 
always  reserves  the  privilege  of  voting  for  the 


nominee  showing  the  best  business  qualifications 
and  recommendations  for  integrity.  Party  ties  and 
obligations  do  not  strongly  bind  him. 

Mr.  Sawyer  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  has  been  secretary  of 
the  official  board  for  about  a  dozen  years. 
He  was  married  November  30,  1882,  in  Mil- 
ford,  Pa.,  to  Joanna  Wells,  daughter  of  H. 
B.  Wells,  probably  the  most  prominent  and 
successful  business  man  of  Pike  county. 
Pa.  They  have  three  children,  Henry  P., 
born  November  19,  1883;  Aura  M.,  born 
February  17,  1885,  and  Maud  W.,  born  May 
4.  1892. 


DAVENPORT,  Francis  M.,  of  Carroll, 
was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children  born 
to  Joseph  Davenport  and  Rebecca  Cover ston 
Davenport,  in  their  home  in  Ohio,  of  which 
state  both  his  parents  were  natives.  His 
birthplace  was  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  and 
his  natal  day  May  1 ,  1840. 

Both  of  his  parents  were  of  large  families, 
nearly  all  of  whom  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  The 
family  came  to  Iowa  in  1847  and  settled  in  Mahaska 
county,  near  Oskaloosa,  where  his  father  died  in 
1884,  at  the  age  of  70  years.  His  mother  died  in 
1892.  at  the  age  of  76.    Mr.  Davenport  was  a  pupil 


in  the  countrv  district  schools  until  he  was  19  years 
of  age,  when  he  entered  college  and  completed  the 
classical  course  in  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  university, 
.at  Mount  Pleasant.  He  was  graduated  in  1864, 
after  which  he  studied  law  one  year  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor.  Returning  to 
Iowa  he  spent  eight  months  in  the  law  office  of 
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Seevers  &  Cutts,  of  Oskalooea,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  October  20,  1869.  He  then  hegaa  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Oskaloosa.  The  firm 
with  which  he  studied  law  was  composed  of  Judge 
W.  H.  Seevers,  who  was  subsequently  a  member  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  for  thirteen  years;  and 
of  M.  E.  Cutts,  who  for  five  years  was  attorney- 
general  of  Iowa,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  a 
member  of  congress. 

Mr.  Davenport  early  learned  the  good 
lesson  of  independent  self-support  and 
earned  by  his  own  efforts  all  the  money  he 
had.  He  was  very  successful  in  his  practice 
in  Osksdoosa  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
years,  retiring  from  1887  to  1892.  He  was 
city  solicitor  in  Oskaloosa  for  a  term  of  two 
years,  declining  a  second  term.  He  is  a 
loyal  democrat,  and  has  been  chosen  at 
various  times  to  represent  his  party  on  their 
ticket,  but  democratic  victories  were  few 
in  the  county,  and  although  Mr.  Davenport 
always  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  and  was 
deserving  and  popular  and  a  strong  man  in 
his  party,  he  was  not  elected  to  office.  The 
contest  of  1880  is  well  remembered  in 
Mahaska  county,  where  Mr.  Davenport  was 
the  democratic  candidate  for  circuit  judge 
in  the  Sixth  judicial  circuit.  He  received 
twenty-two  votes  more  in  his  home  county 
than  the  combined  vote  of  the  democratic 
and  greenback  candidates  for  president  of 
the  United  States;  and  in  the  county  where 
his  opponent  lived  he  ran  157  votes  ahead 
of  his  ticket.  In  1892  he  became  a  resident 
of  Carroll,  and  resumed  his  law  practice. 

In  1896  he  was  a  candidate  for  county 
attorney  of  Carroll  county,  but  was  counted 
out  by  the  judges  of  election  and  the  board 
of  canvassers.  He  contested  the  election 
and  a  court  of  contest,  organized  under  the 
statutes,  tried  the  case  and  declared  him 
elected  by  twenty-seven  majority.  But  on 
appeal  to  the  higher  courts  he  was  defeated 
upon  a  technicality,  the  higher  courts 
refusing  to  count  the  ballots. 

In  1898  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
democratic  candidates  for  district  judge  of 
the  Sixteenth  judicial  district  This  district 
is  composed  of  Carroll,  Crawford,  Calhoun, 
Greene,  Ida  and  Sac  counties.  The  district 
having  a  large  republican  majority  he  was 
again  defeated,  though  he  ran  far  ahead  of 
his  ticket,  not  only  in  his  home  county,  but 
in  the  entire  district. 

Mr.  Davenport  is  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  in  his  part  of  the  state  and  is  so 
recognized  by  the  legal  profession  and  the 
public  generally.  He  is  one  of  the  referees 
in  bankruptcy  under  the  federal  bank- 
ruptcy act  of  1898,  holding  his  appointment 
from  the  federal  court  for  the  southern 
district  of  Iowa.     In  his  new  home,  he  is 


loved  and  respected,  as  he  was  in  his  former 
one,  as  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity,  loyal 
to  his  friends  and  a  good  citizen. 

On  May  1,  1870,  Mr.  Davenport  was 
married  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  to  Miss 
Martha  M.  Griffith.  They  have  one  son, 
Warren,  born  August  17,  1874.  Mr. 
Davenport  is,  and  has  been  for  over  forty 
years,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  besides  being  a  member  of  the 
bar,  is  not  a  member  of  any  other  organiza- 
tion, fraternal  or  otherwise. 


BREWSTER,  Thomas  Kelsey,  of  Os- 
kaloosa, one  of  the  oldest  and  best  estab- 
lished dentists  of  southeastern  Iowa,  was 


brought  up  in  Ohio,  where  his  ancestors 
were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers. 

His  father,  Francis  Brewster,  was  born  in  Green 
county,  Ohio,  November  29, 1795,  and  was  a  carpen- 
ter by  trade.  During  the  later  years  of  his  life  he 
owned  and  operated  a  farm  near  Bell  Brook,  Ohio, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1874.  He  was 
an  abolitionist,  and  stood  for  the  right  in  all 
reforms  that  required  great  moral  courage  and 
perseverance.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  and  was  always  held  in 
great  respect  by  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 
Dr.  Brewster*s  mother  was  Sarah  Kelsey,  who  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  May  5,  1802,  and  was  married  to 
Francis  Brewster,  August  15, 1822,  near  Centerville, 
Ohio.  She  was  an  exceptionally  brave  and  patient 
woman,  bearing  with  fortitude  and  courage  all  the 
many  trials  of  earlv  frontier  life.  She  became  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Thomas  was  the 
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third.  Mrs.  Brewster  died  in  1853  at  Bell  Brook, 
Ohio.  Both  parents  joined  the  Methodist  church 
ver J  early  in  life. 

Dr.  Brewster  was  born  June  11,  1828,  at 
Bell  Brook,  Green  county,  Ohio.  His  early 
life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  working  in  the 
fields  during  summer  and  attending  district 
school  in  the  winter.  In  1840,  he  attended 
the  high  school  at  Bell  Brook.  In  1850  and 
1851  he  studied  medicine  and  dentistry 
under  Dr.  A.  S.  Talbert,  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1851  entered  the  Ohio 
Dental  college  in  Cincinnati,  returning 
home  in  March,  1852.  The  same  year  he 
located  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  enjoyed 
a  good  practice  for  twenty- two  years.  In 
1874  he  moved  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Oska- 
loosa,  which  he  has  made  his  home  ever 
since.  During  his  twenty- three  years  of 
residence  in  this  place,  he  has  continued  to 
practice  dentistry,  and  he  has  certainly 
been  successful. 

The  doctor  enlisted  May  14,  1864,  in  the 
100-day  service  with  the  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-first  Ohio  National  Guards,  at  Day- 
ton, and  served  for  five  months.  His  regi- 
ment was  stationed  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
was  mustered  out  September,  1864. 

He  identified  himself  with  the  whig  party 
early  in  life,  and  voted  with  it  until  1856, 
when  the  republican  party  was  organized. 
Since  that  time  he  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican. His  first  ballot  was  cast  in  1852, 
when  he  voted  for  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  for 
president.  He  is  a  member  of  Phil  Kearney 
Post  No.  40,  G.  A.  R.,  and  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  At  the  age  of  12  years  he  united 
with  the  Methodist  church,  and  remained  a 
member  until  1874,  when  he  and  his  wife 
brought  their  letters  from  the  Grace  M.  E. 
church,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  united  with 
the  First  Congregational  church  of  Oska- 
loosa. 

Dr.  Brewster  was  married,  April  12, 
1858,  to  Mary  E.  Snowden,  in  Green  county, 
Ohio.  Three  children  were  born  to  them, 
James  B.,  Bertha  B.,  and  Kate  S. ;  Bertha 
died  in  1864  and  Mrs.  Brewster  on  the  3d 
of  June,  1893. 


VAN  HAVESKERKE,  Andrea  was 
born  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  city, 
August  31,  1854,  while  his  parents  were  on 
a  two-years'  wedding  journey,  and  little 
thought  their  child  would  one  day  be  a 
prominent  American  citizen. 

His  father  is  Baron  Jean  Louis  Van  Haves- 
kerke,  viscount  of  Leland,  estate  owner  and 
attache  at  the  court  of  the  king  of  Belg^ium  at 


Brussels,  officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  etc.  His 
family  have  been  titled  nobles  for  400  years,  dis- 
tinguishing themselves  in  political  and  religious 
wars,  under  the  French  and  Spanish  or  Austrian 

governments,  always  on  the  side  of  the  Roman 
iatholic  church.  The  family  has  been  recognised 
in  French,  Austrian  and  Spanish  courts  as  staunch 
and  incorruptible  for  the  Flemish  race.  Although 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  they  fought  unwaveringly 
against  the  Spanish- Austrian  yoke  during  the 
inquisition.  His  mother  was  Cecilia  De  Lafouulade; 
her  ancestors  were  French  noblemen,  and  were 
liberal  patrons  of  the  arts.  As  a  child,  young 
Haveskerke  was  taught  by  a  private  tutor  and 
afterwards  was  a  pupil  of  the  Royal  Atheneum 
at  Antwerp.  At  the  age  of  4  years  he  entered  the 
conservatory  of  music  in  Antwerp,  where  he  was 
taught  musical  notation  and  sight-readinf  by  Pro- 
fessor  Schermers,  and    violin  playing  by    Prof. 


Victor  Bacot.  The  latter  was  a  pupil  of  the  cele- 
brated violinist,  Chas.  De  Beriot,  under  whom  Mr. 
Haveskerke  was  afterwards  a  pupil. 

At  the  age  of  14  he  graduated  from 
the  conservatory  of  Brussels,  having  com- 
pleted all  branches,  including  composition 
by  Director  Petis,  whom  he  considers  the 
greatest  theorist  of  the  age  in  music.  When 
the  Franco- Prussian  war  broke  out,  young 
Haveskerke  was  attending  the  Catholic 
university  of  Louvain,  Belgium.  He 
promptly  joined  the  French  army,  in  com- 
pany with  others  of  his  countrymen,  and 
stood  by  the  cause  till  after  the  surrender 
of  Paris  and  the  fall  of  the  commune, 
attaining  the  rank  of  adjutant  of  the  Chas- 
seurs. The  result  of  his  devotion  to  the 
French  cause  was  banishment  from  his 
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own  country  and  home.  Coming  to  Amer- 
ica, he  made  use  of  his  unusual  musical 
talent  and  thorough  education.  Having 
had  as  fine  a  musical  education  as  Europe 
affords,  and  learned  German  French, 
Flemish,  some  Italian,  Latin,  Spanish, 
Greek,  Hebrew,  and  Arabian,  he  was  well 
qualified  to  support  himself.  In  fact,  his 
youth  was  spent  almost  entirely  in  the 
company  of  tutors,  for  he  lived  at  school 
and  saw  his  parents  but  two  or  three  times 
in  a  year.  After  a  residence  of  a  year  and 
a  half  in  New  York,  he  came  to  Independ- 
ence, Iowa,  where  he  taught  music  in  the 
convent  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  and 
organized  a  cornet  band  composed  of  young 
men  who  had  never  played  before.  He 
next  resided  in  Columbus  Junction,  where 
he  also  taught  music  and  organized  a  band. 
Five  years  later  he  came  to  Pella  and  took 
charge  of  Cox's  Light  Infantry  band,  and 
taught  music  in  Central  university.  After 
five  years  of  hard  work  there,  he  removed 
to  Newton,  his  present  home,  where  he 
has  been  devoting  his  energies  to  educating 
the  people  to  a  higher  standard  of  music. 
The  towns  he  has  worked  in  show  that 
he  has  been  successful  in  developing  a  taste 
for  the  music  of  the  masters,  and  he  has 
been  handsomely  remembered  for  his  ef- 
forts, both  by  handsome  gifts  and  appre- 
ciative newspaper  comments.  His  services 
to  the  public  have  always  been  freely 
given,  and  thus  he  hopes  to  lay  up  treas- 
ure in  the  world  to  come.  Professor  Haves- 
kerke  is  now  organist  of  the  Catholic  church 
in  Newton,  which  is  famous  for  its  music 
and  orchestral  accompaniment,  said  to  be 
better  than  any  in  the  larger  cities  of  the 
state.  Since  coming  to  America,  the  young 
nobleman  has  supported  himself,  and  takes 
pride  in  doing  so.  He  was  married  Octo- 
ber 24, 1886,  to  Hattie  Snyder,  of  Columbus 
Junction.  They  had  two  children,  one 
of  whom  died  when  5  days  old,  and  the 
other  at  the  age  of  7  years.  Since  then 
they  have  adopted  a  15-months-old  child, 
which  is  now  3  years  old,  and  is  cherished 
as  a  true  offspring.  Professor  Haveskerke 
is  a  member  of  the  Newton  Masonic  lodge, 
No.  59,  and  Gebal  chapter.  No.  12.  He 
joined  the  Congregational  church  a  few 
years  ago,  but  is  not  a  regular  attendant. 


ancestors  having  come  to  America  at  a 
very  remote  day  and  settled  at  or  near 
Hartford,  Conn.  Members  of  the  family 
later  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  from 
whence  William  Hart,  the  grandfather  of 
this  subject,  moved  with  his  family  to  Had- 
ley,  Mich.  The  Harts,  as  far  back  as  they 
can  be  traced,  were  farmers  and  mechanics. 
Ansel  Hart,  the  father  of  E.  L.  Hart,  set- 
tled near  the  village  of  Cambria,  Wayne 
county,  Iowa,  in  1856,  where  he  was  post- 
master for  several  years.  He  died  there 
in  1877.  His  wife  and  the  mother  of  Ed- 
ward L.  was  Clementina  Russell,  a  mem- 


HART,  Edward  Lorenzo,  one  of  the 
foremost  attorneys  of  Corydon,  was  born 
near  the  village  of  Hadley,  Lapeer  county, 
Mich.,  December  3,  1850.  He  is  of  Eng- 
lish descent  on  the  paternal  side,  the  early 


ber  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Ionia 
county,  Mich. 

E.  L.  Hart  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Wayne  county  about  six  months  in  the  vear  from 
1856  to  1862,  and  became  proficient  in  the  studies 
taught  in  that  early  time.  He  was  notably  ffood  in 
orthography,  and  earned  considerable  notoriety  by 
'*  spelling  down  "  all  comers  at  the  spelling  schools, 
then  very  common  in  the  neighborhood.  No 
schools  were  taught  during  the  tw«  years  following 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  it  was  decided  that 
he  should  return  to  Michigan  in  order  that  he 
might  have  school  advantages.  Accordingly,-  on 
his  fourteenth  birthday,  he  started  on  foot  to  Ot- 
tumwa,  then  the  terminus  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  railroad  and  sixty  miles  distant,  from 
which  point  he  took  the  train  for  his  native  state. 
Arriving  there  he  at  once  entered  school,  remain- 
ing until  1866,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Wayne  county,  making  the  journey  from 
Ottumwa  on  foot.    At  Cambria  the  following  win- 
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ter  he  attended  a  school  which  was  taught  by 
Theodore  LalDff,  now  a  prominent  lawyer  in  Con- 
cordia, Kan.,  wnose  interest  in  the  boy  did  much 
to  encourage  him  to  further  pursue  his  studies. 
The  fall  of  1867  found  him  in  the  schools  of  Garden 
Grove  under  the  tutorage  of  Prof.  R.  A.  Harkness, 
now  of  Parsons  college.  Here  he  remained  for 
four  years,  excepting  the  time  required  to  earn 
money  with  which  to  pay  his  expenses,  by  teaching^. 
He  was  but  17  years  of  age  when  he  began  teach- 
ing, and  that  avocation  was  followed  for  six  years. 
The  last  school  taught  by  him  was  at  Corydon.  In 
1872  he  spent  six  months  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper 
in  a  dry  goods  store,  and  again  in  1876  about  the 
same  length  of  time  as  clerk  in  a  drug  store.  It 
was  late  In  1876  when  he  took  up  the  study  of  law 
by  devoting  a  portion  of  each  day  to  reading  stand- 
ard law  books  borrowed  from  J.  B.  Evans,  now  of 
Princeton,  Mo.,  who  later  became  his  preceptor. 
After  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1877  he 
opened  an  office  in  the  town  of  AUerton,  in  his 
home  county.  In  1878  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  George  Albertson,  and  the  same  was  contin- 
ued until  1881,  when  he  purchased  the  interest  of 
that  gentleman  and  continued  alone  till  1891,  at 
which  time  he  removed  to  Corydon.  The  following 
May  a  business  relation  in  practice  was  established 
with  R.  C.  Poston,  and  the  same  is  still  existing. 

When  Mr.  Hart  first  came  to  Wayne 
county,  away  back  in  1856,  the  country 
was  new,  very  new,  and  but  few  farm  res- 
idences broke  the  monotony  of  the  wide, 
trackless  prairies.  His  father  purchased 
240  acres  of  land  at  that  time,  which  was 
during  the  following  years  fenced  with 
rails  hauled  from  a  point  five  miles  distant. 
Helping  with  this  and  driving  four  yoke  of 
oxen  to  a  breaking  plow  furnished  the 
amusement  to  while  away  the  spare  hours 
of  Mr.  Hart's  youth. 

He  was  reared  a  republican,  and  voted 
with  that  party  until  reaching  his  twenty- 
sixth  year,  when,  after  a  careful  study  of 
political  economy,  he  was  led  to  repudiate 
the  doctrine  of  protection  and  became  a 
radical  free  trader.  However,  he  has  al- 
ways advocated  measures  and  policies 
rather  than  parties.  He  has  taken  a  more 
or  less  active  part  in  the  campaigns  of  his 
county  for  the  last  twenty  years.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Ida  Matson  September  8, 
1873.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  A. 
Matson,  formerly  of  Chariton.  They  have 
six  children— Edward  L.,  Jesse  B.,  David 
R.,  George  A.,  Mary  and  Charles  A. 


KENYON,  WiLLARD  GiBBS,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Manchester,  is  a 
native  of  New  York.  He  was  born  in 
Jefferson  county,  near  Sackett's  Harbor, 
August  3,  1836.  His  father,  John  Kenyon, 
was  a  farmer,  and  was  born  in  Vermont  in 
1808.  He  was  the  youngest  of  a  large 
family,  all  of  whom  moved  to  Jelferson  and 
Oswego  counties,  N.  Y.,  and  became  farm- 


ers, when  that  part  of  the  state  was  very- 
new.  They  were  industrious,  sober  and 
law-abiding  citizens  and  usually  lived  to  a 
good  old  age.  The  mother,  Sophronia 
Jenne,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y. , 
in  1818.  Her  grandfather  came  from  En- 
gland to  America  and  her  father  was  a 
brave  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Willard's  early  education  was  limited 
because  of  his  having  to  assist  his  father 
with  the  farm  work,  but  he  attended  the 
district  school  for  several  winters.  In  1857 
he  started  west  and  May  12th  reached 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  with  only  a  few  shillings 
in  his  pocket.  He  secured  work  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  house  of  Munn,  Clough, 
Merriam  &  Tucker,  who  were  all  from  his 
own  state  of  New  York.  Later  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  Smith  &  Stevens,  manu- 
facturers of  confectionery,  and  he  remained 
in  Dubuque  for  nearly  three  years.  Early 
in  the  year  1860  he  started  for  Colorado, 
and  while  on  his  way,  at  a  point  in  Kansas, 
opposite  to  the  city  of  St.  Joseph,  he  saw 
the  first  railway  train  which  entered  that 
state.     It  consisted  of  a  construction  en- 


gine and  four  flat  cars.  Arriving  in  Col- 
orado he  worked  at  prospecting  and  min- 
ing for  two  years  and  a  half,  with  many 
ups  and  downs,  until  he  secured  a  claim  of 
250  feet  on  the  Justice  of  Williams'  lode 
in  Lake  Gulch,  Gilpin  county,  Colo.     Hav- 
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ing  contracted  rheumatism  by  working  in 
the  mines  he  returned  in  December,  1862, 
to  Manchester,  Iowa,  and  opened  the  first 
exclusive  grocery  store  in  that  town. 
About  two  years  after  his  return  from  Col- 
orado he  had  a  chance  to  sell  his  claim*  in 
Lake  Gulch  and  sent  to  his  attorney  a 
deed  of  the  property  for  that  purpose.  The 
attorney  died  soon  after  getting  the  deed 
and  the  administrator  of  his  estate  sold 
Mr.  Kenyon's  claim  for  $20,000  and  kept 
the  money,  he  never  being  able  to  recover 
a  dollar. 

Mr.  Kenyon  started  in  life  as  a  democrat 
but  the  war  of  the  rebellion  made  him  a 
republican  and  he  has  remained  with  that 
party  until  this  day.  He  has  never  held 
any  office  or  allowed  his  name  to  go  on  a 
ticket  as  a  candidate.  He  is  a  Mason  of 
long  standing  and  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church.  He  was  married  December  31, 
1862,  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Marvin,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Annie  R.,  born  Jan- 
uary 21,  1864;  Harry  M.,  bom  May  22, 1873, 
and  Mary  E.,  born  July  18,  1876. 

In  February,  1896,  Mr.  Kenyon  sold  his 
grocery  business  to  Messrs.  Cobb  &  Cobb, 
and  he  is  now  president  of  the  Manchester 
Lumber  company  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  the  management  of  the  business. 

Mr.  B.  H.  Keller  and  W.  G.  Kenyon 
laid  the  first  sidewalk  in  Manchester.  It 
consisted  of  two  planks,  one  foot  apart, 
where  now  stands  substantial  brick  blocks 
and  cement  walks. 


BOWERS,  Henry  Francis,  of  Clinton, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.. 
August  12,  1837. 

Hifl  father,  Augustus  Bowers,  or  Bauer,  as  it 
was  originally  spelled,  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  before  emigrating  held  the  position  of  lieuten- 
ant in  the  German  regular  army.  He  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Baltimore,  where  he  mar- 
ried Emaline  Lewis.  She  was  a  native  of  Baltimore 
and  a  niece  of  Dr.  Nelson  Reed,  who,  with  Dr. 
Ck>ke,  established  Methodism  in  America.  Thomas 
Barton,  of  Newark,  one  of  the  first  Baptist  divines 
of  this  country,  was  another  uncle,  and  General 
Wayne,  familiarly  known  for  his  desperate  valor  as 
**  Mad  Anthony  Wayne,"  was  a  grand-uncle. 

When  Henry  was  a  child  his  father  started  to 
return  to  Germany  to  settle  up  the  estate  of  his 
paternal  ancestor,  and  by .  the  foundering  of  the 
ship  in  which  he  took  passage,  was  drowned  at  sea. 
Henry's  early  education  was  obtained  at  home  from 
the  instruction  of  his  mother  and  aunt.  During  the 
time  when  he  should  have  been  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  they  were  closed  and  he  was  deprived  of 
that  privilege  which  the  youth  of  to-day  enjoys  so 
fully.  The  schools  of  the  entire  state  of  Maryland 
were  closed  by  an  act  of  the  state  legislature  and 
remained  closed  for  several  years.  In  April,  1857, 
the  family  moved  west  and  located  on  a  farm  near 

14 


De  Witt,  Clinton  county,  Iowa.  At  this  period 
Henry  completed  his  education  by  candle-light 
study  while  others  slept.  Their  farming  experi- 
ence was  not  satisfactory  and  they  moved  to  the 
town  of  De  Witt,  where  Henry  secured  employment 
as  carpenter  and  cabinetmaker. 

In  1863  he  entered  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  courts  of  Clinton  county  as  deputy. 


He  served  one  term  in  the  clerk's  office  and 
two  terms  as  deputy  recorder  of  the  county 
and  during  this  time  studied  law.  Soon 
after  he  was  elected  and  served  two  terms 
as  county  recorder.  June  20,  1877,  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  law  in  the  courts  of 
Iowa,  and  in  1878  was  appointed  special 
aidde-camp  on  Governor  Gear's  staff  and 
served  to  the  end  of  his  term.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  supreme  court 
in  April,  1879,  and  in  the  United  States 
court  in  April,  1882,  and  has  enjoyed  a  good 
practice  since.  Mr.  Bowers'  party  affilia- 
tions have  always  been  with  the  republican 
party.  Shortly  after  the  convention  which 
organized. that  party,  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  and  hearing  the  candidate  for 
president.  Gen.  John  C.  Fremont,  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  with  his  uncle  occu- 
pied a  position  on  the  platform  during  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Bowers  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
being  the  founder  and  the  past  supreme 
president  of  the  American  Protective  As- 
sociation, commonly  known  as  the  "A.  P. 
A. "    He  was  led  to  establish  this  organi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


202 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN   OF   IOWA. 


zaiion  by  the  closing  of  the  Mai-yland  pub- 
lic schools,  which  deprived  citizens  of  their 
rights  under  the  ordinance  of  1798,  where 
it  is  recommended  that  every  American 
child  should  have  a  common  school  educa- 
tion. It  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  public  schools  against 
the  machinations  and  influence  of  their 
enemies  and  does  not  oppose  any  church 
societies  or  any  man's  right  to  worship 
God  as  he  sees  fit.  No  organization  is 
antagonized  so  long  as  it  does  not  resolve 
itself  into  a  political  faction  for  the  de- 
struction of  our  public  institutions,  the 
abridgement  of  free  speech,  a  free  press 
and  a  free  ballot. 

For  twenty-eight  years  Mr.  Bowers  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Blue  Lodge 
and  for  twenty-five  years  a  member  of  the 
Consistory  and  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies 
of  the  thirty-second  degree  and  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  In  religious  matters  he 
follows  the  church  relations  of  his  mother 
and  is  a  Methodist. 

He  was  married  October  25,  1870,  to 
Emma  V.  Crawford,  of  Barnsville,  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Clyde  C,  born  October  21,  1871;  Homer 
H.,  born  May  7,  1876,  and  Emma  V.,  bom 
July  3,  1878.  His  wife  died  October  24, 
1878. 


STILSON,  O.  H.  A  character  who  has 
been  associated  with  the  growth  and  prog- 
ress of  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Corwith 
ever  since  that  place  was  founded,  is  O. 
H.  Stilson,  banker  and  real  estate  dealer. 
His  father,  James  M.  Stilson,  traveled 
across  Iowa  in  1851,  in  company  with  an 
old  hunter  named  Rufus  Clark,  the  trap- 
ping of  beaver  and  otter  and  hunting 
elk  being  the  object  of  the  trip.  In  the 
fall  of  1852  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1855  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Dorlisca  R.  Stone,  of  McHenry 
county.  111.,  and  in  1856  they  removed  to 
Chippewa  county,  Wis.,  and  entered  land 
from  the  United  States  government.  In 
1888  they  removed  to  Corwith,  Iowa,  where 
they  now  reside.  The  father  entered  the 
union  army  in  1864,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

O.  H.  Stilson  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  on  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1857,  where  he  remained  until  21 
years  of  age.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  came 
to  Iowa,  and  located  in  Cerro  Gordo  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  teaching  district 
school.     Shortly    thereafter    he    engaged 


with  E.  L.  Stilson  in  the  hardware  business 
at  Forest  City,  at  the  same  time  attempt- 
ing the  management  of  a  farm  which  he 
had  rented.  In  order  to  give  proper  at- 
tention to  the  store  he  was  obliged  to  hire 
all  the  farm  work  done,  and,  the  season 
proving  a  wet  one,  the  crop  was  drowned 
out,  and  the  young  man  found  himself  wo- 
foUy  in  debt.  It  was  about  this  time  that 
he  heard  of  the  new  town  of  Corwith  in 
Hancock  county,  on  the  then  new  line  of 
the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  railway,  and, 
after  settling  up  his  affairs  as  best  he 
could,  he  removed  to  Corwith,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  1880,  on  $500  borrowed  from  his 
father,  started  a  general  store  there,  in 
partnership  with  E.  L.  Stilson,  under  the 
firm  name  of  O.  H.  Stilson  &  Co.     The 


subject  of  this  sketch  was  given  entire 
charge  of  the  business,  and  it  prospered 
from  the  start.  Within  one  year  the  firm 
was  obliged  to  erect  a  new  store  building, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  following  year  had 
more  than  $5,000  in  stock  on  their  shelves. 
In  1885  they  were  doing  a  business  which 
amounted  to  $40,000  per  year.  About  this 
time  the  firm  started  a  private  bacJc,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $10,000,  and  shortly 
thereafter  sold  out  the  store  and  confined 
their  business  to  banking  and  real  estate. 
In  1895  the  bank  was  reorganized  as  the 
First  State  bank  of  Corwith,  with  acapital 
stock  of  $60,000,  and  a  new  bank  building 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $17,000.  Thirty 
thousand  dollars  of  the  stock  of  the  insti- 
tution was  retained  by  Stilson  &  Co.,  and 
the  remainder  sold  mostly  to  farmers  and 
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merchants.  E.  L.  Stilson  was  made  pres- 
ident and  O.  H.  Stilson,  vice-president  of 
the  new  organization.  The  real  estate 
business  is  still  continued  under  the  firm 
name  of  E.  L.  Stilson  &  Co.,  who  now  own 
6,000  acres  of  northern  Iowa  land  which, 
ten  years  ago,  was  worth  $6  to  $8  per  acre, 
but  is  now  selling  at  from  $30  to  $40  per 
acre.  He  was  elected  president  of  the 
First  State  bank  of  Corwith  in  1897,  and 
still  holds  the  position.  He  was  post- 
master at  Corwith  during  President  Ar- 
thur's administration. 

Mr.  Stilson  belongs  to  the  Masons  and 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  a  re- 
publican. He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church  of  Corwith,  and  is  *a  steward  and 
trustee  of  the  organization  of  that  faith 
there.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Olm- 
sted, a  Delaware  county  girl,  on  October 
2,  1881,  and  they  have  four  children,  Lyell, 
Mabel,  Ethel  and  Hazel. 


McCLURE,  Isaac  N.,  is  a  successful 
merchant  and  influential  business  man  of 
Mediapolis,  Des  Moines  county.  He  was 
born  m  Des  Moines  county  within  six  miles 
of  his  present  home,  February  1,  1844,  and 
is  the  son  of  William  McClure,  a  farmer  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  who  settled 
there  on  government  land  in  1839.  His 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  came  to  Ohio,  then  to  Illinois  at  a 
very  early  day.  Mr.  McClure  was  a  man  of 
strong  convictions  and  high  moral  charac- 
ter. They  reared  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  One 
of  them,  William  G.,  is  now  a  Christian 
missionary  in  Asia.  Mr.  McClure  died  in 
1864,  while  his  wife  lived  to  the  age  of  77. 
They  lie  side  by  side  in  the  Kossuth  ceme- 
tery and  their  children  "arise  and  call 
them  blessed."  Their  son  Isaac  had  a 
good  early  training,  learning  the  value  of 
money  by  workiag  on  his  own  account  in 
the  harvest  field  as  a  boy,  following  the 
cradle  at  25  cents  a  day. 

He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  mother,  Cyn- 
thia Evans  McCltire,  was  of  Welsh  extraction. 
Isaac  attended  tfhe  country  schools  until  17  years  of 
age,  when  the  War  broke  out  and  he  did  not  attend 
school  any  more  until  the  winter  of  1864  and  1865, 
when  he  paid  his  own  ezi)en8es  in  a  private  school 
in  Mt.  Pleasant.  The  following  winter,  1865,  he 
attended  the  Yellow  Springs  academy  at  Kossuth, 
and  had  made  such  progress  that  the  following  fall 
he  secured  a  teacher^s  certificate  and  taught  school 
in  the  winter.  In  the  summer  he  worked  on  a  farm 
and  ran  a  threshing  machine  in  the  fall,  keeping 
this  up  for  three  years.  During  his  last  term  of 
school  in  the  winter  of  1869,  he  secured  a  two 
weeks'  vacation  and  went  to  Lyndon,  Ross  county, 


Ohio,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Susan  Elizabeth  Parrett,  a  very  worthy  young  lady 
of  that  place,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Molena  Par- 
rett. Mr.  McClure  says  that  ever  since  his  wed- 
ding day,  December  28,  1869,  he  has  been  a  firm 
believer  in  that  passage  of  scripture  recorded  in 
Proverbs  18:  22,  ^'  Whoso  findeth  a  wife,  findeth  a 
good  thing."  After  his  marriage,  he  farmed  until 
the  winter  of  1873,  when  he  bought  a  half  interest 
in  the  general  store  of  A.  C.  Brown,  in  Mediapolis, 
entering  actively  into  the  business  in  February  of 
that  year.  The  firm  of  Brown  &  McClure  continued 
in  business  until  February,  1886,  when  Mr.  Brown 
retired  from  the  firm  ana  Mr.  McClure  associated 
with  him  Mr.  J.  I.  Roberts  under  the  firm  name  of 
I.  N.  McClure  6o  Co.  After  doing  business  for  five 
years  their  large  store  building  burned  to  the 
ground,  February  3, 1891.  About  $12,000  out  of  the 
923,500  stock  of  goods  were  removed  and  the  balance 


was  reduced  to  ashes,  but  was  entirely  covered  by 
insurance.  After  the  fire  Mr  William  S.  Patter- 
son was  associated  with  the  firm  under  the  old  name 
and  a  fine  brick  store  room  40x110  feet  with  a  laree 
brick  warehouse,  was  built  over  the  ruins  of  the  old 
store.  This  firm  did  business  together  for  three 
years,  when  in  February,  1894,  Mr.  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Patterson  retired  from  the  firm  and  Austin  J. 
Evans  became  Mr.  McClure's  partner,  the  firm 
becoming  McClure  &  Evans,  which  has  continued 
in  business  until  the  present  time. 

During  the  year  of  1891,  Mr.  McClure  became 
impressed  with  the  need  of  a  bank  in  Mediapolis, 
the  nearest  one  being  sixteen  miles  away,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  others  of  the  need.  A  cor- 
poration was  formed  under  the  name  of  the  State 
bank  of  Mediapolis  with  a  paid  up  capital  of  $25,000, 
and  has  been  very  successful .  Mr.  McClure  is  its 
vice-president  and  one  of  its  principal  stockholders. 

He  is  a  staunch  republican  in  politics,  and  has 
been  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for  years. 
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also  euperinteDdent  of  the  Sunday  school  at  Medi- 
apolis  for  eighteen  years  past  with  the  exception  of 
three  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClure  have  been  born  three 
children,  Marcus  P.,  Loue  M.,  and  Frank  E.  Mar- 
cus Parrett  was  born  April  9,  1872,  and  mduated 
in  the  classical  course  at  Parsons  college,  Fairfield, 
Iowa,  in  June,  1893.  He  spent  the  subsequent  year 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  taking  a  special  course,  and 
there  received  a  second  decree  coupled  with  a 
diploma  bearing  President  Cleveland's  signature. 
He  taufirht  one  year  in  Vermont  in  the  Green 
Mountains,  and  then  being  convinced  he  was  called 
of  God  to  preach  the  gospel,  in  September,  1895,  he 
entered  the  McCormack'9  Theological  seminary  in 
Chicago  and  completed  the  course  in  June,  1898. 
Previous  to  leaving  the  seminary  he  received  a 
unanimous  call  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Kilbourne  City,  Wis.,  which 
he  accepted  and  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  pas- 
torate. In  September,  1897,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Stella,  daughter  of  Hon.  Wm.  E.  Fuller, 
of  West  Union,  Iowa.  To  them  in  June,  1898,  was 
born  a  son,  Donald  Fuller  McClure.  Loue  Maggie 
was  born  May  19, 1875.  She  graduated  at  Parsons 
college  in  June,  1897.  Miss  McClure  had  talent  as 
an  elocutionist  and  she  took  the  $20  prize  in  the 
oratorical  contest  in  March,  1896.  In  June,  1898, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Rev.  Herbert  W. 
Rherd,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Milan,  111.  Franklyn  Evans  was  born  November 
27,  1877.  He  graduated  in  the  classical  course  at 
Parsons  college,  June  13,  1899.  He  took  the  first 
prize  in  the  oratorical  contest  in  March,  1897,  and 
in  September,  1898,  received  his  grade  from  Par- 
sons college  and  entered  the  senior  class  of  the 
Occidental  college  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he 
at  once  took  high  rank.  He  received  the  first  prize 
in  the  college  oratorical  contest  in  February,  1899, 
and  in  consequence  was  the  representative  of  the 
college  in  the  inter^collegiate  oratorical  contest 
held  at  Los  Angeles,  April  25, 1899.  After  complet- 
ing the  year  at  Occidental  college,  he  received  his 
grade  and  returned  to  Parsons  college  and  gradu- 
ated with  his  old  class,  June  13,  1899.  He  has 
announced  that  the  practice  of  medicine  is  his 
chosen  profession. 


PULLERTON,  Kern  M.,  D.  D.  S.,  of 
Cedar  Falls.  This  bright  and  successful 
young  professional  man  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford county,  Pa.,  February  9,  1865.  His 
great-grandfather  on  the  paternal  side 
emigrated  from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  the 
United  States.  The  family  originated  in 
Scotland,  but  the  exact  date  of  the  removal 
of  the  first  members  to  Ireland  is  not 
known.  In  the  spelling  of  the  name  the 
letter  **e'*  has  been  substituted  for  that  of 
** a,"  as  it  appeared  in  the  second  syllable 
of  the  signatures  of  the  early  Fullartons. 
At  the  time  of  their  residence  in  Ireland 
they  were  termed  Protestant  Catholics, 
that  being  the  name  given  to  those  settlers 
who  came  from  Scotland  and  located  in 
the  north  of  Ireland.  Grandfather  Fuller- 
ton  was  a  very  rich  man,  as  riches  went  in 
those  days,  and  his  wealth  was  represented 


in  most  part  by  broad,  fertile  acres  and 
chests  of  gold  and  silver.  The  maternal 
grandparents  were  natives  of  Germany, 
but  a  branch  of  the  family  came,  at  a  very 
early  period,  from  Greece. 

The  early  life  of  this  Mr.  FuUerton  was 
spent  at  the  place  of  his  birth  near  Mead- 
ville,  Pa.,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school.  Later  he  entered  the  high  school 
at  Cambridge.  Upon  leaving  the  home 
farm  permanently  he  removed  to  Ohio  and 
engaged  with  a  railroad  contractor,  re- 
maining there  for  several  months;  then  be 
return^  to  Pennsylvania  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  lumbering  districts  of  Elk 
county.  In  18§7  he  came  to  Iowa,  and 
soon  thereafter  entered  the  dental  depart- 
ment of  the  Iowa  State  university,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1889.  During  his 
college  life  he  was  a  tireless  student,  and 
the  hours  that  were  spent  in  a  chase  after 

Eleasure  by  many  of  his  associates  were  by 
im  devoted  to  hard  and  persistent  study. 
He  was  foremost  among  those  who  organ- 
ized the  S.  U.  I.  Dental  society.  This  or- 
ganization was  composed  of  the  students 


of  that  department,  and  held  weekly  meet- 
ings where  papers  on  dentistry,  prepared 
by  the  students,  were  read  and  discussed. 
In  politics  Dr.  FuUerton  is  a  democrat,  but 
is  not  a  radical  politician.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  B.  P.  O.  E. 
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In  a  professional  way  he  belongs  to  that 
class  to  which  work  for  the  elevation  of 
his  science  is  a  positive  pleasure.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Eastern  Iowa  Dental  soci- 
ety and  the  Iowa  State  Dental  society, 
having  served  as  president  of  the  first 
named  organization.  He  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Iowa  State  Dental  society  at 
its  annual  meeting  held  in  Des  Moines  in 
May,  1897,  serving  one  year.  Being  keenly 
alive  to  the  imix)rtance  of  being  up  to  date 
in  his  profession,  Doctor  Fullerton  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  all  matters  that  will  in  any 
way  assist  him  to  that  end.  His  library  is 
well  stocked  with  dental  literature,  and  he 
keeps  up  with  the  spirit  of  progression  in 
his  profession. 


STEWART,  James  Orbison,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  is  a 
native  of  Mercer  county,  Penn.,  having 
been  born  near  North  Liberty,  in  that  state, 
October  3, 1837.  His  father,  John  Stewart 
and  family,  moved  to  Washington,  Iowa,  in 
1844.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Wadell.  Her  father,  who  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 
James  was  only  7  years  old  when  the 
family  moved  to  Iowa,  and  to  him  at  that 
age  it  was  the  event  of  a  lifetime.  This 
was  long  before  the  day  of  railroads  and 
the  trip  was  made  by  water  from  Allegheny 
City,  Penn.,  to  Keokuk,  Iowa.  Wagons 
and  horses  were  brought  along  to  make 
the  balance  of  the  distance.  In  1850  the 
family  moved  in  the  same  primitive  fashion 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  which  was  then  but  a 
small  village.  The  country  was  very 
sparsely  settled  and  the  family  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  vicissitudes  incident  to 
early  pioneer  life  in  the  west. 

James  Stewart's  early  education  was  procured 
in  the  common  schools  and  in  a  country  printing: 
office.  At  the  age  of  16  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
Progressive  Era^  the  first  paper  published  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  earning  his  first  dollar  rolling  and  inking 
the  typis  for  the  printing  of  the  Iowa  supreme  court 
reports,  on  a  hand  press.  After  about  six  months' 
service  in  that  capacity  he  was  regularly  apprenticed 
as  the  "  printer's  devil "  for  four  years,  receiving 
the  sum  of  $30  the  first  year,  $50  the  second,  $75  the 
third  and  $100  the  fourth  year.  Out  of  this  princely 
salary  he  was  supposed  to  pay  his  board  and  clothe 
himself.  He  worked  at  the  printing  trade  until 
the  spring  of  1861,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
soldier  in  Company  K,  First  Iowa  infantry,  under 
the  first  call  for  volunteers.  He  took  part  in  the 
skirmishes  of  Mud  Springs,  Forsythe  and  the 
noted  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek,  Mo.,  where  he 
received  his  first  ''glory  mark  "  and  in  which  the 
noble  General  Lyon  fell  while  he  was  leading  the 
First  Iowa.  In  May,  1862,  he  re-enlisted,  entering 
the   service    as   first    sergeant   of    Company   B, 


Twentieth  Iowa  infantrv,  and  took  part  in  all  the 
marches  and  battles  of  the  regiment;  the  more 
important  being  Prairie  Grove,  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
Fort  Morgan,  Blakely  and  the  capture  of  Mobile, 
Ala.  He  was,  soon  after  entering  the  service, 
promoted  to  second  lieutenant  and  later  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  and  then  captain,  but  not 


mustered  in  the  two  latter  owing  to  the  reduced 
size  of  the  company.  About  eighteen  months  of 
this  service  he  acted  as  adjutant  of  the  regiment, 
an  honor  seldom  conferred  on  a  second  lieutenant. 
He  also  acted  for  a  time  as  judge  advocate  of  the 
second  division  of  the  Thirteenth  army  corps,  and 
later  as  mustering  officer  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  C.  C. 
Andrews,  and  in  October,  1865,  when  mustered  out 
of  service,  held  that  position  on  the  staff  of  Gen. 
Joseph  C.  Mower,  for  the  department  of  Texas 

On  his  return  to  civil  life  he  again  took 
up  the  printer's  trade  and  in  1866  bought 
a  half  interest  in  the  Waverly  Republican; 
selling  this  later  he  bought  the  Clarksville 
Star^  which  he  published  for  twelve  years, 
building  up  a  state  reputation  for  himself 
and  for  the  paper  as  an  unswerving 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  republican 
party,  to  which  he  still  adheres.  Captain 
Stewart  has  always  been  an  enthusiastic 
Grand  Army  man  and  has  held  all  the 
positions  in  the  post  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest,  and  also  appointments  on  the 
staffs  of  the  national  and  department  com- 
manders; but  his  best  work  has  been  in 
quiet  aid  to  indigent  comrades  and  other 
dependents.  In  1884  here-located  in  Cedar 
Rapids  and  was  connected  as  a  writer  and 
otherwise  with  various   newspapers.      In 
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1895  he  was  appointed  deputy  clerk  of  the 
United  States  circuit  and  district  courts  and 
United  States  commissioner  for  northern 
district  of  Iowa,  which  position  he  still 
holds.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  but  is  not  a  politician  only  in  the 
better  sense  of  the  term.  In  all  his  long 
and  active  career  he  would  never  allow  his 
name  to  be  presented  for  an  elective  office, 
although  often  urged  to  do  so,  preferring  to 
aid  others  to  taking  office  himself.  He  has 
never  held  office  only  these  he  now  holds 
and  four  years  as  assistant  postmaster  in 
his  home  city. 

He  was  married  in  1868  to  Miss  Leah  E. 
Alexander,  of  New  York  state.  They  have 
one  child,  Raymond  Grant  Stewart,  who  is 
now  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  as  a 
printer.  He  was  brought  up  in  the  faith 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  and  is 
now  a  member  of  that  society. 


WOOD,  Charles  Roland,  of  Corwith, 
is  comity  attorney  of  Hancock  county,  and 
one  of  the  well-known  lawyers  of  north- 
western Iowa.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles 
Roland  Wood,  a  farmer  and  a  native  of 
New  York,  who  was  born  in  1818  and  died 
in  1883.  His  mother  was  formerly  Mary 
A.  Gilbert.  She  was  born  in  Connecticut 
in  1821.  His  parents  were  residents  of 
Kendall  county.  111.,  from  1855  until  the 
death  of  the  father.  His  mother  now  re- 
sides in  Iriquois  county,  111.,  at  Onarga, 
with  her  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Dr.  I.  P. 
Palmer. 

C.  R.  Wood  was  born  February  15, 1851, 
at  Governeur,  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y. 
He  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  obtained 
his  earliest  schooling  in  the  district  school. 
At  the  age  of  18  he  secured  a  ix)sition  in  a 
drug  store,  where  he  learned  pharmacy, 
and  continued  in  this  employment  until 
1876,  when  he  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  L.  D.  Holmes,  at  Aledo,  111. 
After  two  years  thus  spent,  he  passed  the 
examination  before  the  appellate  court  at 
Ottawa,  111.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  June,  1878.  He  soon  opened  an  office  at 
Aledo,  remaining  there  one  and  one-half 
years  and  enjoying  a  good  practice.  Jan- 
uary 1,  1879,  he  removed  to  Rock  Island, 
111. ,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  W. 
Atwood;  but  the  firm  was  dissolved  in 
March,  1880,  and  Mr.  Wood  then  located  at 
Williamsburg,  Kan.,  where  he  practiced 
his  profession  about  three  years;  moved 
to  Tebo,  Coffey  county,  Kan.,  remaining 


three  years,  then  moved  to  Hutchinson, 
Kan.,  and  from  there  to  Corwith,  Iowa. 
He  came  to  Iowa  January  2,  1891,  settling 
at  Corwith,  his  present  home.  Here  he 
again  established  himself  in  the  law  busi- 
ness, and  also  purchased  a  half  interest  in 
the  Corwith  Crescent,  the  only  newspaper 
published  in  the  town,  with  A.  A.  Johnson 
as  a  partner.  They  continued  to  manag'e 
the  paper  together  until  April  1,  1892, 
when  Mr.  Wood  became  sole  owner  and 
editor.  His  law  practice  increased  so  rap- 
idly, however,  that  he  was  obliged  to  dis- 
ix)se  of  the  paper  after  a  short  time,  and 
accordingly  sold  out  February  3,  1893,  in 


order  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  his  pro- 
fession as  a  lawyer.  He  has  been  ap- 
pointed, and  now  holds  the  position  of  lo- 
cal attorney  for  the  Iowa  Central  Railroad 
company. 

Mr.  Wood  has  always  been  a  republican 
in  politics.  In  1894  he  was  elected  county 
attorney  of  Hancock  county,  and  is  still 
holding  the  office  with  much  credit  to  him- 
self and  his  party,  having  been  re-elected 
in  1896.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order 
and  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  In  religion  Mr. 
Wood  is  a  Baptist. 

Mr.  Wood  was  married  July  9,  1879,  to 
Miss  Linnie  R.  Houk,  of  Aledo,  111.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Charles 
R.,  Jr.,  in  1880;  Edgar  H.,  in  1882,  and 
Blanche,  in  1884,  who  died  in  infancy. 
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During  all  of  the  time  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  other  business,  he  has  never  en- 
tirely relinquished  his  law  practice,  but 
continued  it  in  connection  with  his  other 
business. 


WICHMAN,  John  E.,  of  Gamer,  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  and  poli- 
ticians of  Hancock  county,  and  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  in  northern  Iowa.  His  an- 
cestors were  Grermans,  both  his  parents, 
Frederick  and  Eliza  (Kemler)  Wichman, 
having  been  bom  in  the  town  of  Bremer- 
haven,  in  the  province  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many. They  emigrated  to  this  country  in 
1843  and  settled  at  Galena,  111.,  in  1844. 
The  father  was  a  miner  and  always  lived 
in  the  humblest  circumstances. 

J.  E.  Wichman  was  born  April  16,  1859, 
at  Galena,  111.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city.  After  finishing  the 
public  schools  he  entered  the  Northwestern 
Grerman-English  college,  an  institution 
owned  by  the  German  Methodist  church, 
which  was  then  situated  at  Galena,  but  has 
since  been  removed  to  Charles  City,  Iowa. 
He  graduated  from  the  normal  department 
of  this  school  ia  1876.  While  in  college  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Washington  Literary 
society,  and  of  the  Teutonic,  a  German 
literary  society.  After  graduation  he 
taught  school,  and  in  1881  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  near  Garner,  in  Hancock  county, 
where  he  worked  on  a  farm  during  the 
summer  and  taught  school  during  the  rest 
of  the  year.  He  commenced  the  study  of 
law  at  Garner  in  the  spring  of  1882,  in  the 
ofBce  of  A.  C.  Ripley,  remaining  with  him 
a  year  and  then  pursuing  his  studies  in  the 
office  of  H.  H.  Bush,  of  the  same  town.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  July,  1884,  at 
Charles  City,  Judge  Granger,  now  of  the 
supreme  court,  presiding.  While  studying 
law  Mr.  Wichman  was  obliged  to  continue 
working  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  in 
order  to  provide  himself  with  the  means 
for  carrying  out  his  plans.  After  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Henry  H.  Bush,  of  Garner,  which  was 
continued  nearly  six  years,  being  dissolved 
January  1,  1890,  since  which  time  Mr. 
Wichman  has  been  practicing  alone.  In 
addition  to  his  law  business  he  has  loaned 
money  extensively,  and  has  taken  a  promi- 
nent part  in  other  financial  interests  of  the 
county.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  First  National  bank  of  Garner  in  1892, 
when  he  was  elected  as  a  member  of  its 


board  of  directors,  in  which  capacity  he 
still  serves.  He  was  also  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  State  Savings  bank  at 
Klemme  the  same  year,  and  was  its  first 
president. 

Mr.  Wichman  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican in  politics,  casting  his  first  voto  for 
Garfield.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
local  and  state  i)olitics,  serving  as  chair- 
man and  secretary  of  the  county  central 
committee  and  frequently  representing 
Hancock  county  in  the  district  and  state 
conventions.  He  has  served  two  terms  as 
mayor  of  Garner,  two  terms  as  councilman 
and  four  terms  as  recorder.     In  1886  he 


was  elected  county  attorney,  being  the 
first  to  fill  that  office  in  Hancock  county 
under  the  new  law  changing  from  district 
to  county  attorneys.  He  was  re-elected  in 
1888,  and  during  his  four  years  in  office 
was  especially  active  in  working  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  liquor  law. 
In  1895  he  was  selected  by  the  republicans 
of  his  county  as  their  candidate  for  the 
office  of  senator  from  his  district.  Mr. 
Wichman  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  lodge.  He  has  been  chancellor 
commander  of  the  local  organization  and 
has  represented  them  in  the  grand  lodge, 
both  at  Sioux  City  and  at  Muscatine.  He 
belongs  to  no  church,  but  is  a  regular  at- 
tendant of  the  Methodist  Episcopal. 
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Mr.  Wichman  was  married  November  15, 
1888,  at  Garner,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Prescott. 
They  have  one  child,  Lois  Delia,  who  was 
born  August  IV,  1895. 


BARHYDT,  Theodore  Wells,  has 
been  conspicuous  in  the  history  of  Burling- 
ton for  more  than  forty  years,  and  has  had 
a  large  part  in  advancing  the  prosperity 
and  growth  of  that  city.  Mr.  Barhydt 
was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J..  April  10,  1835; 
he  was  the  son  of  Nicholas  and  Phoebe  H. 
Gardner  Barhydt.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  New  York  and  his  mother  of  New  Jer- 
sey. On  both  sides,  his  ancestors  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  their  respective 
states.  On  the  paternal  side,  the  Barhydts 
settled  on  the  Hudson  river  below  Albany 
in  1665,  and  the  Gardners  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  New  Jersey,  and  very 
prominent  citizens  of  that  state.  Jerome 
Barhydt,  grandfather  of  Theodore  W.,  was 
a  revolutionary  soldier  and  a  very  highly- 
respected  citizen  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
T.  W.  Barhydt  received  his  education  in  the 

grivate  schools  and  Lyceum  academy  of 
chenectady,  and  spent  his  time  in  school 
and  in  working  in  his  father's  boot  and 
shoe  store  until  1855  when  he  came  west, 
locating  at  Burlington,  where  his  relatives. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Snyder,  persuaded 
him  to  try  his  fortune.  Soon  after  his 
arrival,  Mr.  Barhydt  accepted  a  clerkship 
in  the  shoe  store  of  Mr.  Sweetser,  and, 
not  long  afterwards,  became  one  of  the 
principal  clerks  in  the  postoffice.  In  1859 
he  opened  up  a  new  boot  and  shoe  store,  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Tizzard,  who  was 
postmaster  at  that  time.  The  partnership 
continued  for  one  year,  when  Mr.  Barhydt 
purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and,  for 
some  years,  ran  the  business  alone.  In 
1866  he  took  in,  as  a  partner,  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Henry  A.  Brown,  and,  since 
that  time,  has  not  been  active  in  the  busi- 
ness himself.  In  1870  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Merchants  National 
bajik,  and  has  been  its  president  ever  since, 
and  is  also  a  director  in  the  German- Amer- 
ican Savings  bank.  He  became  interested 
in  the  building  of  railroads  in  Iowa  in 
an  early  day,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Min- 
nesota, now  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Railway  company,  and  was  for 
several  years  one  of  its  directors,  and  also 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Bur- 
lington &  Southwestern  railroad.    In  1880 


he  was  elected  president  of  the  Burlington 
&  Northwestern  Railroad  company,  and 
has  served  continually  in  that  position 
since  that  time.  When  the  Burlington  & 
Western  road  was  built,  in  1881,  he  was 
elected  president  of  that  corporation,  and 
has  been  annually  re-elected  since  that 
time.  Mr.  Barhydt  has  large  real  estate 
interests  in  Burlington,  and  is  the  owner  of 
the  Dolano  hotel,  and  several  other  busi- 
ness blocks. 

He  has  never  been  a  politician,  but  has  held 
several  offices  of  public  trust.  He  was  one  of 
the  citizens  througrh  whose  influence  the  Burling- 
ton water  works  were  established,  and  was  one  of 
the  principal  builders  and  promoters  of  the  first 
street  railway  in  the  city,  servinu:  for  several  years 
as  treasurer  of  the  company.  He  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trade,  a  member  of  the  city 
council,  and  a  director  and  treasurer  of  the  city 
water  company.  Mr.  Barhydt  has  everv  reason  to 
be  gratified  with  the  results  of  his  labor,  both 
financially  and  intellectually.  He  has  been  an 
extensive  traveler  and  has  profited  by  contact  with 
the  distant  scenes  which  he  has  visited.  He  has 
been  a  man  of  the  world,  and  at  the  same  time 
an  earnest  student  of  literature  and  art.  As  a 
business  man,  as  a  member  of  society,  as  a  manipu- 
lator of  public  affairs,  and  as  a  man  who  hat  taken 
every  opportunity  of  advancing  the  welfare  of  his 


home  city,  he  has 'the  highest*  respect  of  all.  The 
young  business  man  ?mo  takes  Mr.  Barhydt's 
career  for  example  need  fear  no  disaster  from 
which  he  may  not  readily  and  quickly  recover. 

He  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order  since  1862,  being  a 
member  of  the  Des  Moines  Lodge  No.  l. 
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A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  of  Iowa  Chapter  No.  1, 
R.  A.  M.,  St  Omar  Commandery  No.  15, 
K.  T.,  and  of  Kaaba  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Revolution,  and  is  one  of  the  board 
of  managers  for  the  state  of  Iowa.  He  has 
lately  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Hol- 
land society  of  New  York.  Politically  he 
has  always  been  affiliated  with  the  demo- 
cratic party,  but  his  life  has  always  been 
too  much  taken  up  with  business  pursuits 
to  accept  or  desire  any  public  office. 

His  wife  was  Miss  Eleanor  Christiancy, 
of  Knickerbocker  Dutch  origin,  and,  like 
himself,  of  revolutionary  stock.  They 
have  both  been  active  members  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  of  Burlington 
since  1863. 


WYANT,  Otis  Blair,  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  Tipton,  Cedar  county,  is  the 
son  of  Isaac  Wyant,  who  came  to  Iowa  in 
the  early  fifties,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
in  the  settling  of  Cedar  county.  Upon  a 
farm  in  Iowa  township  he  made  his  home, 
brought  up  a  family  of  eight  boys  and  girls, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
county.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat,  and 
his  son  has  inherited  his  father's  opinions 
in  that  respect  Mr.  Wyant  was  a  progres- 
sive, wide-awake  farmer,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  the  first  McCormick  reaper 
ever  brought  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
was  bought  by  him  for  use  upon  his  farm. 
In  the  early  days  all  of  his  trading  was 
done  at  Davenport  and  Muscatine,  they 
being  then  the  nearest  trading  points. 

Judith  Ann  Guild,  Dr.  Wyant's  mother, 
was  a  thoroughly  energetic  and  good 
woman.  When  her  husband  died  the  five 
younger  children  were  left  to  her  care  and 
guidance.  Such  was  her  capability,  she 
was  able  to  manage  the  farm  in  a  business- 
like and  successful  manner,  keep  the 
children  together,  and  give  them  all  a  good 
education. 

Otis  B.  Wyant,  the  youngest  of  this 
family  of  children,  was  born  in  Cedar 
county,  January  6,  1865.  Until  he  was 
17  years  old  he  remained  at  home,  attend- 
ing the  country  school,  and  later,  the  West 
Liberty  high  school,  working  on  the  farm 
during  his  vacations.  His  medical  studies 
were  pursued  at  the  State  University  of 
Iowa,  and  at  Rush  Medical  college,  Chicago; 
from  the  latter  school  he  graduated,  the 
youngest  member  of  a  class  of  160,  in 
February,  1886,  being  then  just  21  years  of 
age.     So  fine  was  his  standing  in  his  class 


that  he  was  offered,  upon  graduation,  an 
assistantship  to  a  prominent  specialist  of 
Philadelphia. 

Immediately  after  finishing  his  medical 
studies.  Dr.  Wyant  came  back  to  Cedar 
county,  locating    at  Clarence,   where   he 


built  up  a  large  practice  in  a  few  months. 
Here  he  remained  until  1890,  when,  desiring 
to  study  further,  he  returned  to  Chicago, 
where  he  spent  eleven  months  in  the  differ- 
ent hospitals  and  in  taking  ix)st-graduate 
courses  of  study. 

In  June,  1891,  the  doctor  located  in 
Tipton,  whereheeujoysa  lucrative  practice. 
Constantly  being  called  in  consultation,  his 
reputation  as  a  careful,  well-informed 
physician,  is  rapidly  growing. 

He  was  United  States  examining  physi- 
cian during  Cleveland's  second  administra- 
tion, where  his  services  were  highly  satis- 
factory. All  old  soldiers  were  treated  with 
uniform  courtesy. 

He  was  one  of  six  men  who  organized  a  fraternal 
beneficiary  aesooiation,  known  as  the  Modern 
Brotherhood  of  America,  being  elected  their  head 
physician.  This  association  has  grown  to  a  mem- 
bership of  more  than  50,000,  with  more  than  $7,500,- 
000  in  force,  thus  making  the  most  remarkable 
record  ever  known  in  insurance  circles.  During  the 
first  two  years  of  the  existence  of  this  association 
there  were  issued  more  than  15,000  certificates, 
every  loss  paid  in  full  from  the  start,  thereby  gain- 
ing the  world's  record  for  any  association  two  years 
old. 
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Mr.  Wyant  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and 
vice-president  of  the  Hawkeye  club  of 
Tipton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern 
Iowa  Union  Medical  society.  His  religion 
is  briefly  paraphrased  as,  love,  truth  and 
good  will  toward  all. 

Dr.  Wyant  was  married  on  March  4, 
1886,  to  Norma  D.  Maxson,  daughter  of 
Eliza  Maxson,  of  Springdale,  who  figures 
prominently  in  our  history  of  John  Brown 
in  this  volume. 


POWERS,  John  Leslie.  Carroll  county 
and  the  city  of  Carroll  has  a  very  popular 
and  influential  daily  and  weekly  newspa- 
per, known  as  the  Sentinel,  edited  by 
Messrs.  Powers  &  Colclo. 

John  L.  Powers,  the  senior  editor,  was  born  on 
a  farm  near  Woodville,  Sandusky  county,  Ohio, 
March  21,  1863.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  Powers, 
merchant  and  farmer,  born  in  Columbia  county,  N. 
Y.,  in  1819,  who  moved  to  Perry sburff,  Ohio,  in  1836, 
casting  his  first  vote  there  in  1840  for  Martin  Van 
Buren;  went  to  Woodville  the  same  year  to  eneage 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  adding  farming  in  1854. 
He  was  always  a  democrat,  and  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Woodville  by  President  Pierce,  and  held 
that  office  until  elected  to  the  legislature  by  the 
democratic  party  in  1859.  He  served  in  the  lower 
house  during  the  stirring  session  just  preceding 
the  war,  and  when  James  A.  Garfield,  Jacob  D. 
Cox,  and  others  afterwards  famous,  were  in  the 
senate.  He  went  south  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
to  look  after  the  Sandusky  county  soldier  boys  who 
were  in  that  battle,  returning  north  on  the  hos- 
pital boat,  where  he  served  as  nurse  to  the  wounded 
soldierd.  He  removed  from  Woodville  to  Perrys- 
burg  in  1869,  where  he  died  in  1871,  leaving  some 
property  gained  by  industry  and  frugality.  His 
wife,  Lydia  Ann  Banks,  was  born  at  St.  Johns, 
Ontario,  in  1829,  and  was  also  a  pioneer  of  the 
Black  Swamp  country.  She  married  Mr.  Powers 
in  1847,  and  is  the  mother  of  eight  children,  Helen 
A.,  George  P.,  Julia  N.,  Charles  A.,  James  Free- 
land,  Edward  Adorns,  John  L.  and  William  How- 
ard. All  are  living  but  Julia,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Powers  is  now  living  with  her  voungest  son 
at  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  She  is  of  a  long-lived  family; 
her  maternal  grandmother  lived  to  to  95  years  old, 
and  her  mother  is  now  living,  hale  and  hearty,  at 
the  age  of  88.  She  was  born  on  the  same  day  as 
Abraham  Lincoln,  February  12,  1809. 

Mr.  Powers  received  a  common  school  educa- 
tion, but  he  has  learned  more  from  following  the 
reading  habit  and  keeping  his  eyes  and  ears  open 
as  he  went  through  the  printing  offices  in  which  he 
was  employed.  He  started  to  learn  the  printer's 
trade  March  15,  1875,  just  before  he  was  12  years 
old,  in  the  office  of  the  Buckeye  Ghranger,  in  Perrys- 
burg,  Ohio,  at  $2  a  week.  Three  years  there  and 
two  in  the  Bee  office  in  Toledo  fitted  him  to  travel, 
so  he  took  to  the  road  and  worked  in  various  Ohio 
offices,  among  them  the  Cleveland  Leader,  Herald 
and  PlaindeaTer.  He  held  cases  on  the  latter  paper 
when  the  office  was  still  fresh  with  the  fragrance 
of  the  gentle  humor  of  Artemus  Ward,  who,  years 
before,  had  delighted  with  his  wit  the  Plaindedler's 
entire  office  force,  as  well  as  the  readers  of  that 
paper. 


Mr.  Powers  came  to  Iowa  at  the  age  of 
19  to  take  cases  on  the  Marshalltown 
Times  -  Bepublican,  afterward  being  em- 
ployed in  the  job  department  He  returned 
to  Ohio  in  1883  and  took  a  position  in  the 
mail  type  room  of  Nasby's  Toledo  Blade, 
remaining  there  only  a  few  months,  when 
he  returned  to  Iowa,  and  in  the  winter  of 
1883-4,  with  others,  founded  the  MarshaU 
County  News,  of  which  **  Old  Grizzly  ** 
Chapin  was  the  editor.  In  the  summer  of 
1884  he  sold  out,  and  took  a  position  as 
foreman  on  the  Statesman.  He  remained 
there  nearly  five  years,  when  be  went  to 
Carroll  and  purchased  of  Mike  Miller  a 


half  interest  in  the  Carroll  Sentinel.  This 
partnership  continued  until  January,  1891, 
when  Mr.  Miller  sold  his  interest  to  C.  C. 
Colclo,  and  the  present  firm  of  Powers  & 
Colclo  has  since  controlled  that  paper. 

Mr.  Powers  says  he  was  born  a  demo- 
crat and  expects  to  die  one.  He  has  gen- 
erally voted  for  his  party 's  nominees,  but 
in  1884  voted  for  that  great  statesman, 
James  G.  Blaine.  He  has  been  a  delegate 
to  several  state  conventions  of  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  to  various  congressional, 
judicial  and  other  minor  conventions.  He 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Carroll  by 
President  Cleveland,  and  took  charge  of 
that  office  in  May,  1893,  holding  it  until 
October,  1897.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
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sonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias  lodges,  serv- 
ing in  several  of  the  ofBcial  positions  of  the 
latter,  and  also  as  secretary  of  the  former 
during  1898.  He  was  secretary  of  the  En- 
terprise club,  an  association  of  local  busi- 
ness men,  is  vice-president  of  the  Boos 
Shoulder  Brace  association,  a  local  manu- 
facturing corporation,  and  always  takes  an 
active  part  in  the  promotion  of  all  the  in- 
terests of  his  city. 

He  joined  the  Presbyterian  church  when 
a  boy,  but  now  usually  attends  the  Epis- 
copal church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber. 

He  was  married  October  14,  1885,  to 
Miss  Liuella  A.  Osman,  of  Marshalltown. 
They  have  four  children,  Charles  Osman, 
Gretchen,  Frederick  Dodge,  and  John  Les- 
lie, Jr. 


HEINSHEIMER,  D.  L.  .  The  Hein- 
sheimer  mercantile  company  of  Glenwood 
is  well  known  throughout  all  southwestern 
Iowa.  The  head  of  that  firm  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  is  widely  known,  not 
alone  on  account  of  his  connection  there- 
with, but  by  reason  of  the  interest  he  takes 
in  orcharding  and  the  breeding  of  fine  cattle. 
He  is,  in  truth,  a  man  who  has  amassed  a 
fortune  through  close  application  of  his  fine 
business  talents  to  the  management  of  his 
mercantile  business  and  in  wise  investments, 
and  that  wealth  he  has  used  as  becomes  a 
good  citizen,  in  advancing  the  various 
interests  of  his  community. 

He  was  bom  in  Eppingen,  Baden, 
Germany,  March  19,  1847.  Although  his 
parents  died  while  he  was  yet  young,  he 
was  given  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  came  to  Iowa  and  to  Glenwood 
in  April,  1861,  a  poor  boy,  and  through  his 
own  efforts  has  become  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  that  section  both  as  to  wealth 
and  influence.  He  began  his  business 
career  as  clerk  in  a  store  and  saved  what 
he  could  from  his  small  salary,  which  was 
carefully  invested  as  fast  as  earned.  In 
1872  he  was  in  position  to  purchase  an 
interest  with  his  employer,  Mr.  P.  D. 
Foster,  and  the  business  was  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  P.  D.  Foster  &  Co. 
until  1875,  at  which  time  he  engaged  in 
business  alone  for  three  years,  then  a 
brother,  Albert  Heinsheimer,  was  taken 
into  partnership  and  the  firm  was  known 
as  D.  L.  Heinsheimer  &  Co.  until  1894. 

He  is  at  this  time  connected  with  several 
banks,  and  is  president  of  the  Mills  County 
National  bank  at  Glenwood,  is  a  large  land 


holder  and  owns  one  of  the  finest  orchards 
in  Mills  county,  in  which  he  takes  great 
pride.  He  has  given  much  attention  to 
improving  and  raising  the  standard  of 
cattle  and  is  the  owner  of  Hugo  Countess, 
the  Jersey  that  made  the  great  record  in 
the  breed  tests  at  the  World's  fair.  The 
Iowa  commissioners  voted  and  paid  to  him 
$250  for  the  excellent  showing  made  by 
this  cow. 

His  varied  interests  becoming  a  tax 
upon  his  time  he,  in  1894,  concluded  to  take 
into  business  with  him  another  partner, 
and  accordingly  in  that  year  was  incor- 
porated the  D.  L.  Heinsheimer  Company, 


of  which  this  subject  was  made  president, 
E.  R.  Heinsheimer,  secretary,  and  Albert 
Heinsheimer,  treasurer.  E.  R.  Hein- 
sheimer, the  secretary,  is  a  son  of  the  head 
of  the  corporation  and  a  young  man  of  fine 
business  ability.  This  company  is  still 
existing. 

Mr.  Heinsheimer  is  a  republican.  He 
has  held  local  positions  of  trust  since 
becoming  a  voter,  has  served  as  member  of 
the  city  council  and  was  elected  to  the 
honorable  position  of  mayor.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  eighteen 
years,  twelve  of  which  he  served  as  its 
president.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
national  republican  convention  in  1892,  and 
was  the  Iowa  member  of  the  committee  on 
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rules  and  organization.     Was  elected  presi- 
dential elector  for  Iowa  in  1896. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Pettinger, 
September  20,  1870.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  six  children,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living.  They  are  named  respectively, 
Carrie  (now  Mrs.  B.  Shoningerof  Chicago), 
Edward,  Jeannette,  Lester  and  Theresa. 


COVER,  O.  Alvin,  M.  D.,  of  Seymour, 
was  born  in  Union  county.  111. ,  Feb.  22, 1862. 

BlU  father,  Abram  Cover,  was  of  German  de- 
scent and  a  man  of  firm  character  and  fixed  habite, 
being  recognized  for  his  sterling  worth  and  ability 
in  the  commuDity  where  he  resided.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Mexican  war  and  when  the  war  of 
the  rebellion  broke  out  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Illi- 
nois cavalry,  and  served  his  country  faithfully  as 
lieuteoant  of  his  compauy  until  receiving  his  dis- 
charge on  account  of  ill  health.  He  died  at  his  old 
home  in  1892.  He  was  engaged  in  the  milling  and 
mercantile  business  and  was  a  man  of  some  means. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  and.  for  several  years 
previous,  he  was  a  licensed  exhorter  in  the  Metho- 
dist church,  and  was  always  found  at  his  poet  of 
dutv  in  religious  work.  He  was  married  to  Sophia 
Miller.  She  was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence  and  ability,  and  a  shining  light  in  the 
church.  She  possessed  all  the  qualities  of  a  de- 
voted wife  and  a  kind  and  loving  mother.  Nine 
children  were  born  to  them,  five  boys  and  four 
girls,  of  whom  four  boys  and  three  girls  are  living, 
all  residents  of  Illinois  except  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  boys. 

Dr.  Cover  received  a  good  common 
school  education  at  home,  and  then  at- 
tended the  Frankfort,  111.,  high  school, 
after  which  he  went  to  the  Southern  Illi- 
nois Normal  school.  After  completing  his 
education  he  taught  school  for  a  period  of 
ten  years.  His  record  in  the  class-room 
and  as  principal  of  the  Alto  Pass  high 
school,  gave  him  a  place  among  the  educa- 
tional leaders  of  southern  Illinois.  But  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  this.  From  the  age 
of  18  years  his  one  great  desire  was  to  In- 
come a  physician.  To  this  laudable  am- 
bition every  energy  was  bent,  and  after  a 
long  and  studious  course  he  now  occupies 
a  high  place  in  his  profession.  In  the 
year  1891  he  entered  the  college  of  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  in  Keokuk,  and  at  the 
end  of  one  year  went  to  Centerville,  and 
associated  himself  with  Prof.  Robert 
Stephenson,  remaining  with  him  until  the 
death  of  the  latter.  He  then  went  into  the 
office  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Sawyers,  where  he  re- 
mained five  months.  He  then  attended  the 
Baltimore  Medical  college  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  where  he  received  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  in  March,  1893.  He  was  again  profes- 
sionally connecte<\  with  Dr.  Sawyers  for  a 
period  of  eight  months  of  active  practice; 
still  not  being  satisfied  and  desiring  further 


preparation  for  his  life-work,  he  entered 
the  Jefferson  Medical  college  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  and  received  a  second  diploma 
in  May,  1894.  The  next  month  he  located 
in  Seymour,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained, enjoying  a  large  and  constantly 
increasing  practice.  He  has  a  first-class 
professional  standing  in  the  county  and 
state  and  holds  the  respect  and  good  will 
of  his  co-workers  in  the  cause  of  relieving 
suffering  humanity,  according  to  the  allo- 
pathic school  of  medicine.  Dr.  Cover  has 
many  warm  personal  friends  and  is  a 
favorite  in  social  circles.  He  is  a  prom- 
inent Odd  Fellow,  having  passed  through 
all  the  chairs;  is  a  master  Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica. He  is  the  medical  examiner  for  the 
New  York  Life  Insurance  company.  Bank- 
ers* Life  association,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
and  the  Nei^  York  Mutual  Life  insurance 
The  doctor  has  always  been  an  enthus- 
iastic republican,  and  during  his  residence 
in  Illinois  participated  in  several  hotly 
contested  campaigns,  and  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  township  committee.     He  was 


several  times  a  delegate  to  congressional 
and  senatorial  conventions.  The  one  great 
aim  of  his  life  is  to  excel  in  his  profession. 
Hard  study  and  close  application  have  al- 
ready brought  him  up  to  the  high  rank  en- 
joyed by  many  of  mature  years.     He  is  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OP  IOWA. 


218 


member  of  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Medical 
association. 

Dr.  Cover  was  married  December  28, 
1898,  to  Miss  Jessie  Llewellyn,  of  Seymour, 
Iowa. 


DAVIDSON,  Thomas  M.,  the  founder 
of  the  Elkader  ArgvSy  and  a  man  who  has 
a  self -acquired  education  in  the  law  as  well 
as  in  the  ordinary  departments  of  learning, 
was  born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1838.  He  comes  of  poor  and  ob- 
scure parentage,  of  whom  but  little  is 
known  except  that  they  were  of  Scotch 
descent.  At  the  age  of  3  years  Mr.  David- 
son was  adopted  by  an  uncle,  with  whom 
he  lived  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
in  1861.  His  school  advantages  were  very 
limited,  never  attending  more  than  three 
months  in  the  year  and  having  had  no  op- 
portunity whatever  after  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  18.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall 
of  1856  and  worked  on  a  farm  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Volga  City.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixteenth 
United  States  infantry  and  was  assigned  to 
Company  F,  First  battalion.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  the  Cor- 
inth and  Stone  River  campaigns.  He  was 
promoted  to  sergeant  and  in  February, 
1864,  was  sent  to  regimental  headquarters 
at  Ft  Ontario,  N.  Y.,  where  he  superin- 
tended the  drilling  and  equipping  of  re- 
cruits, remaining  there  until  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  enlistment.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  but  as  his 
health  was  too  poor  to  admit  of  farm  work, 
and  having  had  no  opportunity  to  accumu- 
late capit^  with  which  to  go  into  business 
he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  and  sup- 
ported his  family  by  working  at  the  bench. 
Being  ambitious  for  better  things,  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law,  which  he  pursued  at 
night,  after  his  day's  work,  with  no  assist- 
ance other  than  the  encouragement  of  a 
true  and  devoted  wife.  His  election  as 
constable  gave  him  more  opportunity  and 
purpose  for  the  study  of  law.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  state  courts  in 
1877.  In  1883 he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Hon.  Samuel  Murdock,  of  Elkader,  which 
continued  for  four  years,  at  which  time  the 
relation  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Davidson 
continued  alone.  In  1890,  his  health  grow- 
ing worse,  he  gave  up  the  practice  alto- 
gether and  established  the  Elkader  Argus, 
a  republican  weekly  newspaper.  The 
duties  of  this  enterprise  being  greater  than 
he  could  perform  alone,  at  the  beginning 


of  1896  he  sold  a  half  interest  to  Marvin 
Cook. 

Mr.  Davidson  cast  his  first  ballot  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  president  and  has 
ever  since  been  identified  with  the  republi- 
can party.     In  1886  he  received  the  nomi- 


nation for  the  office  of  county  attorney  of 
Clayton  county,  and,  although  the  demo- 
cratic majority  in  the  county  was  about 
1,200,  he  was  defeated  by  only  700  votes. 
He  was  again  nominated  for  the  same  of- 
fice in  1896  and  during  the  campaign  took 
the  stump  and  did  much  toward  swinging 
the  county  into  the  republican  column  by  a 
majority  of  over  400  and  electing  himself 
and  three  other  republican  candidates  to 
their  respective  offices.  He  is  now  serving 
a  second  term,  being  re-elected  in  1898. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  K.  of  P.,  and  G.  A. 
R. ,  in  all  of  which  he  has  held  important 
offices. 

While  yet  a  soldier  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  E.  Wickham,  of  Licking 
county,  Ohio.  They  have  reared  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  M.  Anna,  is  the  wife  of 
Rev.  R.  C.  Lusk,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
church  at  Elma,  and  the  other,  Wilmer  W., 
is  foreman  in  the  Argvs  office.  He  is  read- 
ing law  also,  with  a  view  of  some  day  fol- 
lowing the  profession  of  his  father.  At 
this  writing  the  health  of  Mr.  Davidson 
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has  SO  far  improved  that  he  is  again  in 
practice  in  connection  with  his  newspaper 
work. 


ROBERTS,  Abel  Commins,  M.  D.,  is  a 
native  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  was 
bom  January  15,  1830.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  in  that  state,  but  removed  while 
Abel  was  a  child  to  Lenawee  county,  Mich, 
to  secure  a  share  of  the  advantages  offered 
by  the  then  unsettled  west.  In  Lenawee 
county  Abel  attended  the  country  school 
and  acquired  an  education  which  enabled 
him,  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough,  to  teach 
school.  His  education  from  this  time  on 
was  secured  entirely  by  his  own  unaided 
efforts.  In  1850  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Michigan  university  at 
Ann  Arbor,  determined  to  get  a  first-class 
medical  education.  Being  very  poor  at 
that  time,  he  had  hard  work  to  support 
himself  through  the  first  term  and  subsisted 
for  mafay  weeks  on  less  than  many  of  the 
other  students  spent  for  tobacco. 

In  the  spring  of  1851  he  borrowed  money 
enough  to  pay  his  passage  to  California, 
arriving  there  sick  and  destitute.  After  a 
year  and  a  half  of  the  hardest  kind  of  life, 
during  which  luck  came  to  him,  he  returned 
to  his  studies  at  Ann  Arbor  with  gold 
enough  to  carry  him  through  college, 
graduating  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  there 
in  1854.  In  1876  he  received  an  ad  eundem 
degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  Louisville  (Ky.) 
Medical  college. 

He  married  Emily  A.  Cole,  of  Ann 
Arbor,  and  soon  after  located  at  Otsego, 
Mich.,  where  he  remained  until  removing 
to  Fort  Madison  in  1589.  Mrs.  Roberts 
died  May  19,  1898. 

In  1862  he  was  given  the  position  of  surgeon  at 
the  government  hospital  at  Keokuk  and  later  re- 
ceived the  army  commission  of  surgeon,  with  rank 
of  major  of  cavalry,  to  the  Twenty-first  Missouri 
volunteers,  with  whom  he  served  three  vears,  being 
mustered  out  in  April,  1866.  Upon  his  return  to 
Fort  Madison  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  continued 
the  practice  of  medicine.  While  never  making 
special  pretensions  as  a  surgeon,  he  was  noted 
for  his  success  in  this  branch  of  his  profession  both 
during  his  work  in  the  field  and  in  private  practice, 
and  once  ligated,  successfully,  the  left  subclavian 
arterv.  While  army  surgeon  he  was  most  of  the 
time  in  charge  of  a  brigade  or  division,  and  though 
many  times  operating  during  and  after  serious  en- 
gagements, from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours 
almost  continuously,  he  had  the  satis&ction  of 
never  having  a  man  die  on  the  operating  table, 
though  frequently  that  table  was  necessarily 
mother  earth,  and  often  the  work  had  to  be  done  by 
candle  light. 

He  was  for  two  terms  a  lecturer  on  theory  and 

Sractice  of  medicine  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
urgeons  at  Keokuk.    He  was,  while  in  active  prac- 


tice, a  member  of  the  American  Medical  asaocia- 
tion,  and  a  delegate  to  its  meetings.  He  is  also  an 
honorarv  member  of  the  GalifomCi  Medical  sooiety. 

The  doctor  has  always  been  an  ardent  democrat 
and  has  labored  faithfully  and  efiQciently  for  the 
cause  of  true  democracy.  He  has  the  re8i>ect  and 
confidence  of  his  community  and  has  been  several 
times  honored  by  election  to  important  offices.  In 
1869  he  was  selected  for  coimty  treasurer  and  filled 
that  office  very  satisfactorily  for  six  years.  The 
citizens  of  Fort  Madison  elected  him  mayor  of  the 
city  in  1873  and  he  served  in  that  position  for  sev- 
eral terms.  In  1893  he  had  the  honor  of  being 
commissioner  to  the  Columbian  exposition  at 
Chicago. 

He  has  always  been  an  active  promoter 
of  Fort  Madison's  interests  and  was  the 
originator  of  the  Chicago,  Fort  Madison  & 


Des  Moines  railway,  at  that  time  the  Fort 
Madison  &  Des  Moines  railway,  and  was 
its  first  president.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
hardest  workers  in  securing  the  South- 
western railway  from  Fort  Madison  to 
Carrollton,  Mo.,  now  known  as  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Kansas  City  railroad. 
In  all  matters  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  Fort  Madison,  he  has  always 
worked  heart  and  soul  and  has  given  much 
time,  cash  and  energy  to  promote  her 
interests. 

The  doctor  has  not  been  engaged  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  active  practice  of 
medicine,  having  surrendered  the  practice 
to  his  oldest  son,  F.  C.  Roberts,  M.  D.  He 
has  been  for  many  years  the  owner  and 
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editor  of  the  Fort  Madison  Demoai^at  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  tbe  strongest  and  most 
influential  editorial  writers  in  the  state. 
He  has  made  several  trips  abroad  and  once 
made  a  trip  around  the  world.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Masons  and  is  an 
Odd  Fellow.  His  church  connection  is 
Baptist. 

Dr.  Roberts  has  three  sons,  Dr.  F.  C. 
Roberts,  his  successor  in  practice;  Nelson 
C.  Roberts,  a  newspaper  man,  who,  during 
Cleveland's  last  term,  was  ix)stmaster,  and 
who  is  now  manager  of  the  Fort  Madison 
Democrat^  and  Edward  M.  Roberts,  engaged 
in  dramatic  and  literary  work. 


RUTH,  Charles  Edward,  M.  D. 
Among  the  eminent  gentlemen  who  compose 
the  faculty  of  the  Keokuk  Medical  college, 
is  Prof.  C.  E.  Ruth,  the  subject  of  this 
biography. 

Before  recording  the  history  of  the  life  of  the 
professor,  it  is  fitting  that  something  be  said  of  his 
antecedents.  His  father,  Alexander  Ruth,  was 
bom  in  Greene  county,  Penn..  July  18,  1836,  and 
came  to  Iowa  in  1857.  It  was  from  this  state  that 
he  enlisted  to  fight  for*' old  glory,"  serving  with 
the  gallant  Fourteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  infantry  for 
eighteen  months,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Seventh  cavalry,  receiving  his  discharge  late  in 
1864.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  1889 
had  accumulated  sufl]cient  means  to  enable  him  to 
leave  the  old  homestead  in  Johnson  county  and 
enjoy  life  in  the  beautiful  city  of  Muscatine,  where  he 
now  resides.  Dr.  Ruth's  mother,  Sarah  Jane  Funk, 
was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1840.  She 
came  to  Iowa  in  1858,  was  married  in  1860  and  died 
at  Muscatine  July  21,  1896.  The  ancestors  on  both 
sides  for  at  least  four  generations  were  farmers. 
The  founders  of  the  family  came  to  this  country 
prior  to  the  revolution,  on  the  paternal  side,  from 
England  and  Ireland;  on  the  maternal  side,  from 
Germany. 

Dr.  Ruth  was  bom  in  Johnson  county, 
Iowa,  August  17,  1861.  After  having 
finished  the  high  school  of  Iowa  City,  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  Iowa 
State  university,  from  which  he  graduated 
March  7,  1883.  He  located  at  Atalissa  and 
engaged  in  practice  until  January,  1887, 
when  he  removed  to  Muscatine  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  Dr.  G.  O.  Morgridge, 
which  relation  existed  for  two  years.  It 
was  severed  by  reason  of  the  election  of 
Dr.  Ruth  to  the  chair  of  descriptive  and 
surgical  anatomy,  in  the  Keokuk  Medical 
college.  He  still  holds  that  position  and 
has  purchased  a  one  eighth  interest  in  the 
college. 

In  1893  he  was  made  professor  of  clinical 
surgery  at  St.  Joseph's  hospital,  and  since 
then  he  has  regularly  held  weekly  clinics 
there  as  a  part  of  the  regular  course  of  the 


Keokuk  Medical  college.  Though  now 
engaged  in  a  general  practice,  his  surgical 
work  chiefly  occupies  his  attention.  His 
researches  have  given  the  first  published 
record  of  the  resistance  of  the  brain  to 
penetration  by  probes  of  given  diameters, 
in  exploring  that  organ  for  bullets  which 
have  traversed  its  substance,  a  full  account 
of  which  appears  in  the  report  of  the 
American  Medical  association,  at  its  meet- 
ing in  Detroit  in  1892.  He  is  the  inventor 
of  various  surgical  instruments  and  appli- 
ances, including  bullet  forceps,  turbinated 
gouges,  scissors  for  sectioning  the  second 
and  third  divisions  of  the  fifth  nerve  far 


from  the  surface  in  the  smallest  ix)ssible 
space,  placental  detachers  and  a  metallic 
rotary  adjustable  aseptic  operating  table; 
also  a  combined  rotary  bookcase  and  desk. 
He  performed  the  first  successful  resection 
of  the  caacum  for  sarcoma  in  a  child  5  years 
old,  in  which  the  Murphy  button  was  used 
to  make  an  end  to  end  anastomosis  of  the 
ileum  to  colon. 

The  doctor  is  a  republican  prohibitionist. 
He  is  a  member  of  Eagle  Lodge  A.  P.  and 
A.  M.,  Sons  of  Veterans,  American  Medical 
association,  the  Iowa  State,  being  chairman 
of  the  section  in  this  society  on  obstetrics 
and  gynecology  for  1898,  Military  Tract, 
Tri-State,  of  which  he  was  elected  president 
in  1898,  Des  Moines  Valley  and  Southeastern 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF   I6WA. 


Iowa  Medical  societies.  He  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  church.  He  was  married  October 
3,  1883,  to  Miss  Adella  Tautlinger,  of  Lone 
Tree,  Iowa.  They  have  three  children — 
Verl  Alton,  Una  Gertrude  and  Zana.  The 
doctor's  success  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts.  He  earned  his  first  dollar  by  bind- 
ing oats  for  a  neighbor  after  night,  after 
his  work  for  his  father  was  done.  With 
the  money  thus  earned  he  purchased  his 
first  book,  Webster's  Academic  dictionary. 
He  left  home  at  the  age  of  18  to  complete 
his  education  with  just  11  cents,  a  present 
and  start  in  life  from  his  mother  and  sister, 
this  being  all  the  money  they  possessed. 
That  money  is  one  of  his  most  treasured 
keepsakes  for  he  did  not  part  with  it. 

Dr.  Ruth  was  appointed  major  brigade 
surgeon  by  President  McKinley,  June  4, 
1898,  but  was  compelled  to  resign  July  29, 
1898,  on  account  oi  illness. 


PRALL,  Arthur  Amin,  M.  D.,  of  Day- 
ton, Webster  county,  is  of  German  descent 
His  father,  Thomas  Prall,  was  a  farmer  in 
fair  circumstances  living  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  born  February  15,  1836,  at  Wash- 
ington, Washington  county.  Pa.,  and  came 
to  Iowa  in  1857,  settling  in  Van  Buren 
county.  September  7,  1859,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Rachel  Richardson,  whose  father, 
Nathan  Richardson,  was  a  carpenter  and 
cabinet-maker  and  worked  at  that  trade  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  Her  mother,  Sarah 
Richardson,  was  a  very  intelligent  woman, 
and  in  her  early  life  learned  from  the 
Indians  to  use  the  herbs,  roots  and  barks 
which  they  employed  to  cure  the  common 
diseases.  Later  in  life  she  practiced  medi- 
cine among  neighbors,  who  came  to  rely 
more  upon  her  than  the  regular  physicians. 
Mrs.  Prall's  ancestors  were  of  English  and 
Irish  descent. 

In  March,  1860,  Thomas  Prall  and  his 
young  wife  moved  to  Johnson  county,  Iowa, 
and  in  September,  1862,  he  enlisted  at  Iowa 
City  in  Company  G,  Twenty-second  Iowa 
volunteers.  In  about  a  month  his  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  the  front  and  was  in  sev- 
eral of  the  important  battles  of  the  war, 
principally  under  the  command  of  Grant 
and  Sheridan.  Returning  home  on  the  6th 
of  August,  1865,  he  resumed  the  pursuit  of 
farming  in  Johnson  county,  and  in  1875 
moved  to  Warren  county,  where  he  now 
owns  a  fruit  and  stock  farm  of  200  acres. 

Arthur  A.  Prall  was  born  at  Hickory 
Grove,  near  Keosauqua,  Van  Buren  county, 
July  1,  1860.     During  his  early  childhood 


and  while  his  father  was  in  the  army, 
Arthur  and  his  mother  made  their  home 
with  her  father,  Nathan  Richardson. 
Young  Arthur  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Johnson  and  Warren  counties  and  tlie 
Friends'  academy  at  Ackworth,  Warren 
county.  He  spent  two  years  at  Western 
college,  Toledo,  Iowa,  and  took  a  three 
years'  course  at  the  Iowa  Eclectic  Medical 
college  at  Des  Moines,  where  he  graduated 
in  1887.  Dr.  Prall  first  located  at  Le 
Grand,  where  he  had  a  fair  practice  for  a 
voung  physician,  but  being  anxious  to  do 
better  he  moved  in  1888  to  Pilot  Mound, 
where  he  practiced  very  successfully  for 
nine  years.  Wishing  to  secure  better 
school  advantages  for  his  children,  he  re- 
moved in  1897  to  Dayton.  Webster  county, 
where  he  has  a  good  and  rapidly  growing 
practice.  Being  a  studious  and  progres- 
sive man,  the  doctor  has  discovered  a  new 
and  successful  method  of  treating  hernia, 
which  has  effected  some  permanent  cures. 
He  also  practices  a  new  system  of  reduc- 
ing strangulated  hernia,  which  is  certain 
and  effective  without  resort  to  knife. 


In  politics  Dr.  Prall  has  always  been  a 
republican.  He  belongs  to  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Modern  Wood- 
men and  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was 
married  June  1,  1887,  to  Delia  E.  Bufkin, 
of  Toledo,  Iowa.    They  have  two  daugh- 
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ters,  Pearl  Ethel,  born  June  13,  1888,  and 
Mae  Pern,  born  May  28,  1890. 

The  doctor  has  lately  invented  and  ap- 
plied for  a  patent  on  a  steel  frame  attach- 
ment to  be  placed  on  buggies,  making 
thereby  an  excellent  storm  cab  for  the  use 
of  doctors,  preachers  and  others  obliged 
to  be  out  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 


MARTIN,  Col.  Larkin  M.  ,  is  working 
out  a  phenomenal  career,  such  as  is  only 
possible  in  a  country  where  individual 
merit  is  the  avenue  of  advancement  to 
greatness.  He  was  born  near  Point  Pleas- 
ant, Va.,  December  6,  1853. 

Durlnfif  the  revolutionary  war  his  great-grand- 
father, John  Martin,  lived  on  the  banks  of  the  Yadkin 
river  in  North  Carolina.  The  family  suffered  much 
from  the  bands  of  marauding  British,  who  overran 
the  Carolinas  in  1780  and  1781,  and  towards  the 
close  of  that  century  moved  to  West  Virginia.  Five 
years  before  the  son,  Simpson  Martin,  had  married 
Mary  Keer,  a  revolutionary  girl  who  developed 
into  a  woman  of  great  strength  of  character.  Both 
parents  were  persons  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence, each  possessing  a  limited  education.  The 
father,  Simpson  Martin,  dying  soon  after  the  birth 
of  the  youngest  child,  and  the  elder  sons  having 
gone  forth  into  the  world  to  follow  their  own  pur- 
suits, the  chief  care  of  the  mother  and  sisters  de- 
volved upon  the  youngest  son,  George  W.  Martin, 
who  was  born  in  1815.  At  the  time  of  his  father's 
death  he  was  a  lad  of  10  or  12  years  of  age.  To  the 
duty  of  protecting  his  mother  and  sisters  he  gave 
himself  with  such  earnestness  that  there  was  but 
little  time  left  for  study,  but  so  strong  was  his  de- 
sire for  knowledge  that  after  he  had  passed  his 
thirtieth  year  and  had  himself  become  the  head  of 
a  family,  midnight  often  found  him  poring  over 
his  text-books,  in  1843  he  was  married  to  Louisa 
Ann  Kaufman,  the  eldest  daughter  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  She  was  of  German-Irish  descent. 
Her  father,  Reuben  Kaufman,  was  reared  on  a  large 
tobacco  plantation  near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  the 
latter  being  their  market  place.  He  was  a  man  up- 
right in  all  his  dealings,  and  possessed  of  true  Ger- 
man thrift.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
J  alia  D*Robine  Reynolds,  possessed  a  vivacious- 
ness  of  temperament  which  brightened  her  home, 
aDd  made  it  a  welcome  spot  to  all  comers. 

In  the  fall  of  1854,  when  Larkin  M.  Martin  was 
but  1  year  old,  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
W.  Martin,  left  their  native  state,  came  to  Iowa, 
and  settled  in  Marion  county.  The  rigors  of  the 
climate  pressed  heavily  upon  these  new  comers, 
sickness  soon  came,  and  before  the  process  of  accli- 
mating had  been  completed,  most  of  the  savings 
with  which  it  had  been  the  purpose  to  build  a  new 
home,  were  exhausted.  The  days  were  dark,  but 
their  faith  in  the  future  was  not  shaken.  Mr. 
Martin  and  his  wife  were  Christians,  members  of 
the  Baptist  church  at  the  time  of  their  marriage, 
and  both  died  trusting  in  God.  For  several  years 
Mr.  Martin  taught  school  during  the  winters  and 
farmed  in  the  summers.  Being  interested  in 
politics,  he  was  ^several  times  nominated  for  county 
offices,  and  polled  more  votes  than  any  other  man 
on  his  ticket,  but  failed  of  election,  because  his 
county  was  strongly  republican.  The  eldest  son, 
Monroe  G.  Martin,  enlisted  in  the  union  army  at 
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the  age  of  18  vears;  possessing  a  weak  constitution, 
he  soon  fell  victim  to  disease  and  his  young  life  was 
sacrificed.  The  death  of  their  eldest  son  was  a 
severe  blow  to  his  parents,  from  the  effects  of 
which  the  father  never  fully  recovered.  In  1876 
Mr.  Martin  and  his  family  left  the  farm  and  went 
to  Pella,  so  that  the  children  might  enjoy  the  edu- 


cational advantages  of  the  famous  Central  univer- 
sity of  Pella.  Two  years  later  death  removed  the 
father.  His  wife  survived  until  July  20,  1896,  when 
she,  too,  passed  to  the  life  beyond. 

From  the  time  he  was  old  enough  to  work  until 
1870,  Larkin  M.  Martin  helped  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  then  went  to  Pella,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  Blade  office  for  one  year,  when  he  went  to 
Prairie  City  and  learned  telegrapihy.  In  May, 
1872,  he  was  appointed  agent  for  the  old  Des  Moines 
Valley  railroad  at  Comstock,  and  remained  there 
until  October,  when  he  was  transferred  to  Beacon 
as  assistant  agent  and  telegraph  operator.  He  re- 
mained in  Beacon  until  Isovember,  1874,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  Pella  as  telegraph  operator 
and  clerk,  where  he  remained  until  July,  1877;  he 
was  then  transferred  to  Des  Moines  as  chief  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  same  company.  In  October, 
1877,  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  rail- 
way company  having  leased  the  Keokuk  road, 
he  was  appointed  agent  of  the  Keokuk  & 
Des  Moines  division  of  that  line,  and  re- 
mained with  the  Rock  Island  until  October,  1882, 
when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  general 
agent  of  the  St.  Louis,  Des  Moines  &  Northern 
railway  company  at  Boone.  This  position  was  given 
him  by  Gen.  Supt.  C.  F.  Meek,  who,  having  left  the 
service  of  the  Rock  Island  a  short  time  previous, 
prevailed  upon  him  to  accept  service  with  this  line. 
He  remained  at  Boone  until  February  1, 1883,  when 
Mr.  Meek,  having  been  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  Wabash  railroad,  brought  him  to  Des  Moines 
and  made  him  freight  and  ticket  agent  for  both 
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lines.  Here  be  remained  until  October,  1887,  wben, 
tbrougb  Mr.  Meek's  resignation  to  accept  tbe  posi- 
tion of  general  manager  of  tbe  Denver,  Texas  & 
Fort  Wortb  railroad,  be  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent and  general  freigbt  ap^ent  of  tbe  St.  Louis, 
Des  Moines  &  Nortbern  railway,  and  also  com- 
mercial agent  for  tbe  Wabasb,  baving  cbarge  of 
tbe  freigbt  and  passenger  business  of  tbe  latter 
line  in  Iowa.  In  October,  1889,  tbe  St.  Louis,  Des 
Moines  &  Nortbern  railway  was  sold  to  a  company 
known  as  tbe  Des  Moines  &  Nortbern  railway, 
wbicb  company  retained  Colonel  Martin,  and  under 
bis  management  changed  tbe  gauge  of  tbe  track 
from  a  narrow  to  a  standard  gauge.  In  December, 
1889,  Colonel  Martin  was  appointed  general  manager 
of  tbis  new  company,  after  baving  made  a  very 
valuable  traffic  agreement  wbereby  tbe  Des  Moines 
business  of  tbe  Cbicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  sys- 
tem was  transacted  over  bis  line,  tbus  bringing  tbat 
great  system  of  roads  into  Des  Moines.  He  also,  by 
a  brave  and  determined  stand.  Inaugurated  tbe 
tbrougb  billing  system  of  joint  rates  in  connection 
witb  that  line,  tbus  enabling  Des  Moines  jobbers  to 
gain  access  to  all  tbe  territory  covered  by  tbe  Mil- 
waukee lines.  On  May  1,  1894,  be  was  made  gen- 
eral manager  of  tbe  Iowa  Central  railway  company, 
wbicb  position  be  now  fills.  Under  bis  manage- 
ment tbe  Iowa  Central  bas  gained  steadily  in  earn- 
ings, and  at  tbe  same  time  tbe  condition  of  tbe 
property  bas  Improved  In  otber  ways. 

Colonel  Martin  was  a  delegate  to  tbe  democratic 
national  convention  In  Cbicago,  in  1892,  wben  Gov- 
ernor Boles  was  a  candidate  for  tbe  nomination  for 
tbe  presidency,  and  was  one  of  tbe  cblef  promoters 
of  tbe  governor's  candidacy. 

In  1896,  wben  tbe  democratic  county  convention 
was  beld  In  tbe  city  of  Des  Moines,  notwithstand- 
ing bis  disagreement  wltb  a  majority  of  tbe  dele- 
gates present  on  tbe  financial  Issue,  be  was  offered 
a  position  on  tbe  delegation  to  the  state  conven- 
tion at  Dubuque.  Tbis  was  refused  on  account  of 
tb^  delegation  baving  been  instructed  to  work  and 
vote  for  tbe  free  coinage  of  silver  at  tbe  ratio  of  16 
to  1.  After  this  convention  Governor  Boles  was 
again  a  candidate  for  tbe  presidency,  and  Colonel 
Martin  was  Importuned  to  support  blm  on  tbe 
grounds  of  personal  friendship,  and  because  he  had 
served  four  years  on  bis  staff,  but  be  demurred. 
Tbe  governor  was  again  defeated  for  the  nomina- 
tion, and  immediately  following  the  adjournment 
of  tbe  Coliseum  convention,  which  nominated 
William  Jennings  Bryan,  Colonel  Martin  advocated 
a  third  ticket  and  tbe  calling  of  a  state  convention. 
Tbe  movement  there  started  by  Colonel  Martin  was 
put  forward  by  the  shrewdness  and  persistency  and 
power  for  which  be  is  noted,  and  it  resulted  In  tbe 
creation  of  tbe  new  political  party  which  placed 
tbe  Palmer  and  Buckner  ticket  In  tbe  field.  In  all 
matters  leading  up  to  tbe  national  convention  of 
tbe  national  democratic  party,  and  In  tbe  con- 
vention Itself,  Colonel  Martin  bad  a  prominent 
part.  Having  been  chosen  as  a  delegate  at  large 
to  attend  tbe  Indianapolis  convention,  be  was  by 
that  body  selected  as  the  national  committeeman  for 
tbe  state  of  Iowa,  to  represent  the  national  demo- 
cratic partv  for  four  years.  He  was  also  made 
chairman  of  tbe  speakers'  bureav,  baving  In  charge 
all  national  speakers  who  were  engaged  In  making 
speeches  throughout  the  country  In  favor  of  the 
sound  money  national  democratic  ticket. 

Colonel  Martin  is  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason, 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  Scottish  Rite  Mason, 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  Knight  Tem- 
plar, and  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 


Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  was  mar- 
ried October  22,  1872,  to  Sarah  Ellen  Cox, 
of  Pella.  They  have  three  children: 
George  Monroe,  Frank  Hain,  and  Louisa 
Charity  Martin.  George  is  at  present  in 
the  chief  engineer's  office  of  the  Iowa 
Central  railway,  Prank  attending  college 
at  Amherst,  Mass.,  and  Louisa  at  St.  Eath- 
erine's  Hall,  Davenport. 


PLACE,  Thomas  Wheelock,  holds 
the  responsible  position  of  master  mechanic 
of  the  Iowa  division  of  the  Illinois  Central 
railway,  formerly  known  as  the  Dubuque 


&  Sioux  City  railroad.  He  has  been  with 
this  company  since  1856,  and  in  his  present 
capacity  since  1861,  a  testimonial  to  his 
worth  which  few  men  can  improve  upon. 
Railways  do  not  keep  men  long  at  the  head 
of  a  department  unless  they  are  of  extraor- 
dinary value,  and  Mr.  Place  is  so  re- 
garded by  the  great  corporation  he  serves 
so  well. 

He  was  born  at  Ack worth,  Sullivan 
county,  N.  H.,  January  2,  1833.  His 
father,  Ebenezer  Place,  was  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  bom 
November  14,  1800.  He  died  there  at  the 
age  of  36.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  nam^ 
was  Polly  Dickey,  was  born  in  1803,  at 
Ackworth,  N.  H,,  and  died  in  1874,  while 
residing  with  this  subject  at  Waterloo. 
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The  life  of  Thomas  W.  Place,  until 
he  reached  his  17th  year,  was  spent  on  the 
farm,  where  he  attended  district  school  in 
the  winter,  and,  as  is  customary  with 
farmers'  boys,  helped  with  the  crops  in 
summer.  In  March,  1850,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Park  &  Woolson,  manufacturers 
of  machinery  for  finishing  woolen  goods, 
as  machinist  apprentice.  In  1852  he  went 
to  Boston  and  secured  employment  as 
machinist  in  the  Boston  locomotive  works, 
and  during  the  following  year  was  engaged 
in  firing  a  locomotive  on  the  Northern 
railroad  of  New  Hampshire,  now  a  part  of 
the  Boston  &  Maine  system.  In  January, 
1854,  he  removed  to  Chicago  and  entered 
the  service  of  the  Chicago  &  Aurora  rail- 
way (now  a  part  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy)  as  machinist.  The  following 
April  he  went  to  the  Illinois  Central,  where 
he  ran  a  locomotive  until  November,  1856, 
at  which  time  he  resigned  to  accept  a 
similar  position  with  the  Dubuque  &  Sioux 
City  line,  then  under  construction  from 
Dubuque  to  Dyersville.  He  held  the  throt- 
tle on  the  locomotive  which  drew  the  first 
passenger  train  from  Dubuque  to  Dyers- 
ville on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  that 
line  for  business,  May  11,  1857.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  the  company  as 
engineer  until  August,  1859,  when  he  was 
appointed  foreman  of  the  repair  shops  with 
headquarters  at  Dubuque.  In  May,  1860, 
be  was  tendered  the  foremanship  of  engine 
repairs  by  the  Chicago  &  Alton,  which 
he  accepted,  and  removed  to  Joliet,  111.,  to 
assume  the  duties  of  the  position.  In  1861 
he  returned  to  the  Dubuque  &  Sioux  City, 
as  master  mechanic,  and  remained  in 
Dubuque  until  the  shops  were  removed 
to  Waterloo  in  1870.  That  line  had,  in  the 
meantime,  been  extended  to  Sioux  City 
and  merged  into  the  Illinois  Central  sys- 
tem, of  which  it  is  still  a  part.  At  present 
he  is  master  mechanic  of  the  Dubuque  and 
Cherokee  divisions — the  Iowa  lines. 

In  politics  Mr.  Place  is  a  republican,  and 
as  such  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city 
council  of  Waterloo  almost  consecutively 
for  the  years  1872  to  1880;  also  a  member 
of  the  east  Waterloo  school  board  1876  to 
1885.  He  is  a  member  of  A.  P.  &  A.  M., 
Dubuque;  Halcyon  Encampment  No.  1,  and 
Harmony  Lodge  No.  2,  I.  O.  O.  P. ,  having 
filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  last  two  lodges. 

Mr.  Place  was  married,  July*24,  1860, 
to  Mary  Josephine  Myers,  daughter  of 
William  and  Susan  Shannon  Myers,  one  of 
Dubuque's  oldest  and  most-respected  fam- 
ilies.    They  were  both  natives  of  Missouri, 


who  came  to  Dubuque  county  at  a  very 
early  day.  Mr.  Myers  died  in  Dubuque 
in  1884,  and  Mrs.  Myers  in  Waterloo,  at 
the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Place, 
in  1890.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Place  and 
Miss  Myers  took  place  when  the  family 
were  living  in  Julien,  Dubuque  county. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  sons,  now 
grown  to  manhood  and  holding  positions  of 
responsibility  and  trust.  They  are,  Au- 
gustus Mason,  James  Williams,  Frederick 
Ebenezer,  and  Dorrance  Myers. 


SQUIRE,  James  W.  ,  a  leading  citizen  of 
Council  Bluffs,   was  born  in  New  York, 


February  1,  1847.  His  father,  Daniel 
Squire,  was  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant  in 
Rockford,  111.  His  mother  was  Mary  Keel- 
ing Squire.  James  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Rockford  and  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  high  school.  He  earned  his  first 
money  in  the  harvest  field,  but  his  first 
self-supporting  work  was  that  of  a  teacher 
at  McGregor,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  two 
years. 

At  the  age  of  16  years  he  joined  the 
Sixty-seventh  Illinois  infantry  volunteers 
and  went  to  war.  After  an  honorable  dis- 
charge he  enlisted  in  the  Forty-fifth  Illi- 
nois volunteers,  which  is  known  as  the  old 
**  Lead  Mine  regiment, "  where  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 
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Mr.  Squire  removed  to  Council  Bluffs  on 
April  1,  1871,  and  worked  in  a  real  estate 
office  and  in  the  savings  bank  and  in  the 
Pacific  National  bank  for  four  years. 
Under  the  firm  name  of  Squire  &  Walker, 
a  real  estate  and  abstract  office  was  opened 
during  the  year  1875.  Mr.  Squire  after- 
wards purchased  Mr.  Walker's  interest  and 
took  his  brother,  E.  L.  Squire,  into  the 
firm.  Soon  after,  however,  he  purchased 
his  brother's  interest,  and  with  a  force  of 
efficient  clerks  has  ever  since  continued  the 
same  line  of  business. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Abe  Lincoln  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  Council  Bluffs.  Mr.  Squire  is  an 
ardent  republican,  and  is  the  soul  of  loy- 
alty to  any  cause  he  may  espouse. 

He  was  married  October  15,  1872,  to 
Elizabeth  Howard,  of  West  Hartford,  Vt. 
They  have  four  children,  two  sons  and 
daughters — Wilson  J.,  Louie  C,  Elizabeth 
and  Florence. 


PARLEY,  James  M.  The  virtues  of 
the  Irish  people,  that  race  so  many  mem- 
bers of  which  were  driven  from  their 
native  soil  by  the  oppressions  which  sent 
at  one  time  450,000  of  the  flower  of  its 
youth  to  fight  in  the  armies  of  every 
country  in  Europe,  are  marked  in  the  de- 
scendants who  have  contributed  so  much  to 
the  defense  and  development  of  this  land 
of  liberty. 

James  M.  Parley,  of  Whittemore,  is  of 
the  vigorous  and  liberty-loving  Irish  stock 
which  volunteered  its  services  to  preserve 
the  republic  that  was  given  birth  in  the 
bloody  ground  of  Sedan.  There  were 
Parleys  among  those  who  faced  the  mobs 
in  the  streets  of  Paris  and  stood  resolutely 
and  fearlessly  for  the  dignity  and  perpet- 
uation of  the  infant  government,  and  again 
in  our  own  country  they  have  left  their 
stamp  on  the  enduring  pages  of  military 
glory.  Michael  Parley  and  Mary  Dolan 
Parley,  the  parents  of  this  subject,  were 
bom  and  reared  on  the  little  green  isle, 
but  came  to  the  United  States  and  Wiscon- 
sin in  an  early  day.  It  was  there  James 
M.  Parley  was  born  May  19,  1844,  in  Lyons 
township,  Walworth  county.  His  early 
education  was  received-  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  state.  He  worked  on 
the  farm  until  1878,  when  he  removed  to 
Iowa  and  located  in  the  now  prosperous 
little  city  of  Whittemore.  At  that  time  the 
place  contained  but  one  dwelling  house, 
two  warehouses  and  the  railroad  depot. 
The  depot  was  a  two-story  building,  the 


upper  part  being  occupied  by  the  family  of 
the  agent,  with  whom  Mr.  Parley  boarded. 
Por  a  place  to  sleep  he  was  obliged  to 
make  the  best  of  the  accommodations 
offered  by  the  waiting  room.  With  $1,000, 
which  he  had  saved  from  his  labors  on  the 
farm,  he  erected  a  store  building  and  em- 
barked in  the  hardware  business.  Al- 
though it  was  his  first  business  venture  it 
proved  a  quite  successful  one,  and  there 
were  added,  in  time,  coal,  lumber  and  live 
stock.  The  country  has  made  wonderful 
progress  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Parley 
has  lived  there,  and  he  has  kept  step  with 
the  advancement.  The  town  now  has  more 
than  600  people,  solid  brick  business 
blocks,  churches,  a  model  and  modern 
schoolhouse  and  scores  of  handsome  resi- 
dences. During  the  time  his  section  has 
been  undergoing  the  transformation  from 
a  bleak  prairie  settlement  to  a  well  im- 
proved and  prosperous  town,  Mr.  Parley 
has,  through  good  management,  tireless 
endeavor  and  honorable  dealings  with  his 
patrons,  earned  for  himself  a  comfortable 
competence.     In  politics  he  is  a  republican, 


as  was  his  father  before  him.  In  1872, 
however,  he  supported  Horace  Greeley, 
and  in  the  late  campaign  was  on  the  side 
of  William  Jennings  Bryan.  He  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  Twenty-seventh 
General  Assembly.     He  is  a  thirty -second 
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degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  order  of  the  Modern  Wood- 
men. He  is  not  connected  with  any  re- 
ligious denomination.  He  was  married  in 
October,  1873,  to  Miss  Tressa  J.  Dutcher. 
They  have  three  children,  two  girls  and 
one  boy.  Prances  E.,  the  oldest,  was  born 
in  Wisconsin;  Mary  A.  and  Guy  E.  were 
bom  in  the  Hawkeye  state. 


AHLBRECHT,  William  H.,  conspicu- 
ous as  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  Tama 
county,  was  bom  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Jan- 
uary 13,  1854,  and  has  ever  since  made  this 
state  his  home.  He  came  from  staunch 
German  ancestry,  being  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Louise  Pictor  Ahlbrecht,  both  born  in 
the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  the 
first  in  1806  and  the  second  in  1811. 

The  father  was  a  linen  weaver  by  trade,  and 
oame  to  the  United  States  in  1832,  locating  at 
Wheeling,  W.  V.,  where  he  was  married  in  1834. 
Later  the  couple  concluded  to  go  farther  west,  and 
accordingly,  in  1843,  removed  to  Iowa  and  settled 
at  Iowa  City,  which  place  was  their  home  until  the 
death  of  the  father  in  1883.  The  good  old  mother 
is  still  surviving,  and  resides  upon  the  homestead 
which  her  labors  helped  to  provide.  The  father 
was  one  of  those  sturdy,  industrious  and  thrifty 
characters  so  often  found  among  the  early  settlers, 
and  left  to  his  children,  as  a  heritage  more  to  be 
valued  than  the  goodly  amount  of  this  world's 
goods  which  had  Been  accumulated  through  strict 
economy  and  persistent  labor,  the  example  of  a 
pure,  honorable  and  consistent  Christian  life.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  recalls  an  incident  that  oc- 
curred after  he  had  been  in  business  for  several 
years,  in  Tama,  Iowa.  A  prominent  citizen  of  Iowa 
City  called,  and  after  congratulating  Mr.  Ahlbrecht 
on  his  apparent  prosperity,  said:  "Will,  if  you 
are  half  as  good  a  man  as  your  father  was,  you  will 
be  a  good  citizen."  There  is  no  question  that  the 
remarkable  success  of  the  son  is  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  excellent  moral  and  business  train- 
ing given  him  by  the  father. 

This  subject  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Iowa  City,  and  took  besides 
several  terms  in  the  German  Lutheran 
school  of  that  place.  He  was  a  diligent 
student,  and  at  the  age  of  14  was  prepared 
to  enter  the  freshman  class  of  the  State 
university,  but  believing  that  he  should 
have  an  avocation  of  some  kind,  learned 
the  baker's  and  confectioner's  trade.  In 
that  respect  he  was  wise,  for  thereby  were 
early  instilled  in  his  mind  the  principles  of 
business  which  served  him  well  in  later 
years.  Being  ambitious  to  commence  life 
for  himself  he  went  to  Tama,  in  February, 
1875,  and  secured  a  position  with  John  T. 
Matson.  His  good  judgment,  industry  and 
fine  ability  aided  materially  in  the  building 
up  of  his  employer's  business,  and  so  suc- 
cessful was  he  that  that  city  has  continued 


to  be  his  home  to  the  present  time.  Tak- 
ing an  active  interest  in  municipal  and 
educational  affairs,  he  was  elected  to  serve 
many  terms  on  the  city  council,  and  after 
re-incorporation  became  an  alderman,  as- 
sisting as  such  in  the  shaping  of  much 


important  legislation.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  many 
years,  a  portion  of  the  time  acting  as  its 
president.  In  politics,  he  was  independ- 
ent until  five  years  ago,  when  he  allied 
himself  with  the  republican  party,  and  has 
since  been  one  of  its  strongest  supporters. 
In  the  spring  of  1899,  at  one  of  the  most 
closely  contested  municipal  elections  ever 
held  in  the  city,  Mr.  Ahlbrecht  was  elected 
by  the  republican  party  to  the  position  of 
mayor,  and  is  now  acting  in  that  capacity. 
Possessing  a  keen  business  judgment  he 
has,  by  judicious  investments  in  real  estate, 
acquired  a  snug  little  fortune,  and  all  in 
the  short  space  of  a  few  years;  for  he  went 
to  Tama  without  capital.  He  now  owns 
two  fine  store  buildings  on  Main  street  and 
several  fine  residence  buildings.  He  was 
one  of  the  foremost  of  those  who  secured 
for  his  town  the  Mutual  Savings  and  Loan 
association,  was  its  first  president  and  for 
eight  years  its  secretary.  The  association 
has  helped  build  more  than  seventy-five 
structures  in  the  place  and  has  made  over 
100  loans.  It  is  one  of  the  flourishing  con- 
cerns of  its  kind  in  the  state,  and  much  of 
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its  success  is  due  to  the  personal  efforts  of 
Mr.  Ahlbrecht.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Matson,  September  20,  1876.  They 
have  three  children,  Emma,  Alda  and 
Edith.  Their  beautiful  home  is  filled  with 
the  best  of  art  and  literature,  and  is  a 
model  one  in  every  respect. 


HOBSON,  Alfred  Norman.  In  a  study 
of  the  lives  and  character  of  the  men  who 
have  been  chosen  to  administer  the  laws  of 
Iowa,  it  is  pleasant  to  note  the  recognition 
of  the  younger  men  at  the  bar.  It  is  grat- 
ifying to  find  instances  where  such  recog- 
nition is  based  on  solid  merit  combined 
with  modest  demeanor,  as  in  the  case  of 
Hon  A.  N.  Hobson,  of  West  Union.  Judge 
Hobson  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  in  Allegheny  City.  His  father, 
Hon.  Joseph  Hobson,  moved  to  Iowa  with 
his  family  in  1855,  settling  at  Payette, 
where  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  county  clerk  and 
moved  his  family  to  West  Union.  After 
five  continuous  terms  as  clerk,  he  was 
elected  to  a  seat  in  the  house  of  the  Thir- 
teenth General  Assembly,  serving  with 
ability  during  bis  term.  At  the  close  of  it 
he  was  appointed  assessor  of  internal  rev- 
enue, in  which  position  be  served  until  the 
office  was  abolished.  Mr.  Hobson  was  a 
man  of  great  force  of  character  and  en- 
joyed the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
knew  him.  His  wife  was  Miss  Elizabeth 
Baker,  who  was  an  ideal  wife  and  mother, 
presiding  over  the  home  with  dignity  and 
tenderness,  giving  the  best  of  care  and 
counsel  to  her  children.  It  was  under  the 
influence  of  such  a  home  that  Alfred  N. 
Hobson  grew  to  manhood.  In  boyhood  he 
attended  the  public  schools  of  the  village, 
af  terwarda  the  Upper  Iowa  university,  and 
later  at  the  State  university.  He  chose 
law  as  his  profession,  and  entered  upon  the 
study  under  the  direction  of  his  father  and 
later  in  the  office  of  Hon.  L.  L.  Ainsworth. 
He  spent  three  years  in  Dubuque  in  the 
office  of  the  United  States  assessor  of  in- 
ternal revenue,  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the 
business  and  a  wide  acquaintance  among 
the  prominent  men  of  Iowa.  In  1875  he 
became  associated  with  Hon.  L.  L.  Ains- 
worth in  the  practice  of  law,  which  was 
continued  for  twenty  years,  until  Mr.  Hob- 
son was  called  to  the  bench  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1895.  During  this  time  he  devoted 
his  energies  to  acquiring  a  thorough  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  profession,  and  won 
recognition  at  the  bar  of  the  district  as  a 


chancery  lawyer,  unsurpassed  in  northern 
Iowa.  In  1894  there  was  a  spontaneous 
movement  in  the  district  to  elevate  him  to 
the  bench,  and  the  republicans  tendered 
him  the  nomination,  which  he  accepted. 
He  was  elected  and  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties of  the  position,  for  which  he  was  emi- 
nently qualified.  As  a  judge,  he  has  been 
remarkably  successful,  not  only  in  earning 
the  esteem  of  the  bar  and  litigants,  but  in 
the  care  and  caution  exercised  in  ruling  on 
points  of  law,  in  his  methods  of  expediting 
business  in  the  court  room,  and  in  render- 
ing decisions  that  have  been  affirmed  in  the 
higher    judicial    tribunals.      His   judicial 


district  consists  of  the  counties  of  Allama- 
kee, Clayton,  Winneshiek,  Payette,  How- 
ard and  Chickasaw.  Judge  Hobson  was 
re-nominated  by  acclamation  for  a  second 
term,  and  elected  practically  without  op- 
position. 

In  1878  Judge  Hobson  was  married  to 
Miss  Mattie  Kincaid  Ingham,  daughter  of 
John  B.  and  Catherine  (Neeb)  Ingham,  of 
Allegheny  City,  Pa.  They  have  three 
children:  Joseph  I ,  Ida  N.,  and  Florence 
L.  Mrs.  Hobson  is  a  lady  of  intelligence 
and  refinement,  and  while  devoted  to  her 
domestic  duties,  is  imbued  with  the  public 
spirit  of  the  modern  woman,  and  is  active 
in  club  work,  and  a  favorite  in  social  cir- 
cles of  the  community  in  which  they  are 
loved  and  esteemed. 
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SIG WORTH,  Harrison  W.,  M.  D.,  of 
Anamosa,  is  of  German  and  French  de- 
scent. 

His  grandfather,  John  D.  Sigworth,  was  born  in 
Wurtemburg,  Germany,  in  1786,  and,  crossing  the 
ocean  in  1804,  settled  in  Liancaster  county.  Pa.  He 
married  Rosana  Henlen,  who  was  born  at  Strass- 
burg,  France,  in  1789,  and  came  to  Lancaster 
countT  in  1808.  They  were  married  in  1810  and 
movea  to  Clarion  countv.  Pa.,  settling  in  the  woods 
in  company  with  two  other  families,  but  ten  miles 
from  any  other  white  settlement. 

His  father,  John  H.  Sigworth,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster City,  Pa.,  October  17,  1811,  and  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Clarion  county.  He  built  a 
log  house  on  a  tract  of  timber  land,  in  1836,  and 
soon  after  was  married  to  Frances  Neely.  Her 
father,  Capt.  Henry  Neely,  was  born  in  West- 
morland county,  Pa.,  in  1780,  married  Barbara  Fry 
and  moved  in  1805  to  Clarion  county.  They  settled 
in  the  woods,  made  a  fine  farm  and  raised  a  family 
of  thirteen  children.  In  1812  Captain  Neely  raised 
a  company  and  marched  to  ILiake  Erie  about  the 
time  of  Commodore  Perry's  victory. 

Harrison  W.  Sigworth  was  born  at  Fryburg, 
Pa.,  February  25,  1837,  and  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  one  of  the  most  primitive  of  log  school- 
houses.  In  1854-6  he  taught  school  near  his  home 
for  $15  to  $20  per  month,  during  the  winter,  and  in 
the  summer  assisted  in  clearing  the  farm.  Later 
he  dug  coal  and  limestone  and  burned  lime  to  put 
on  the  land  as  a  fertilizer.  In  1856  he  attenaed 
Coopertown  academy,  and  in  1857  started  west  in 
company  with  Fred  W.  Byers,  who  is  now  surgeon- 
general  of  Wisconsin.  He  started  with  what  he 
could  carry  on  his  back,  and  $60  in  bis  pocket,  and, 
after  walking  twenty  miles,  took  the  stage  for  sixty 
more,  and  reached  Erie,  Pa.,  where  he,  for  the 
first  time,  saw  a  railroad.  They  went  to  Freeport, 
111.,  and  from  there,  finally,  to  Blue  £!arth  City, 
Minn.,  where  he  pre-empted  160  acres  of  laud.  In 
the  summers  of  1859  and  1860  he  attended  the  Wis- 
consin State  university.  In  April,  1861,  he  com- 
menced the  studv  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Naramore, 
of  Orangeville,  111.,  and  at  the  same  time  taught 
the  village  school.  The  next  winter  he  attenaed 
Rush  Medical  college.  In  June,  1862,  Dr.  Sigworth 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  Sixty-seventh  Illinois  in- 
fantry. In  October,  following,  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disabiliby,  and  left  the  army  on 
crutches.  Returning  to  Rush  Medical  college  he 
fipraduated  in  February,  1863,  and  located  at  Wau- 
beek,  Linn  eoimty,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Sigworth  was  married  May  18,  1863, 
to  Miss  Phebe  Bowen,  daughter  of  Senator 
T.  S.  Bowen,  of  Green  county,  Wisconsin. 
She  had  been  one  of  the  pupils  at  the 
school  which  he  taught  for  four  winters. 
They  had  six  children:  D wight  L.,  who 
was  born  in  1864,  and  became  a  doctor, 
graduating  at  Rush  college  in  1887.  He 
was  appointed  physician  to  the  state  peni- 
tentiary, at  Anamosa,  and  died  August, 
1896;  D.  Bird,  born  June,  1868,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  druggists  of  the  city; 
Fred  Byers,  bom  November,  1873,  is  now 
a  student  at  Rush  Medical  college;  Gladys 
Love,  born  April,  1876;  Harry  W.,  born 
May,  1878,  graduated  from  Rush  Medical 
college  in  May,  1899,  and  became  one  of 


the  firm  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Sigworth  &  Son; 
Miles  A.,  born  August,  1883,  died  in  in- 
fancy. Gladys  is  teaching  school .  Mrs. 
Sigworth,  who  died  in  August,  1890,  was 
a  most  estimable  woman,  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  of  the  church  societies. 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  Order  of  East- 
ern Star. 

The  doctor  was  married  May  18,  1892, 
to  Miss  Jennie  Meade,  of  Anamosa,  who  is 
a  native  of  Courtland  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
a  daughter  of  G.  W.  Meade,  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  Jones  county,  who  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  Thirty-first  Iowa  vol- 


unteers and  died  in  the  service.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  its  so- 
cieties; of  the  Suffrage  and  Fortnightly 
clubs;  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  Order 
of  Eastern  Star. 

Doctor  Sigworth  moved  from  Waubeek 
to  Anamosa  in  April,  1877,  and  bought  the 
practice  of  Doctor  Blakeslee.  In  1878  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother.  Dr. 
M.  P.  Sigworth,  which  continued  four 
years.  He  formed  a  partnership  in  April, 
1895,  with  his  son,  Dwight,  which  lasted 
until  his  death,  and  in  October,  1896,  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  Doctor  Mc- 
Kay, which  still  continues.  He  is,  and  al- 
ways has  been,  a  republican.  He  is  a 
Master  Mason  and  Knight  Templar,  and 
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has  been  commander  of  Fred  Steele  Post 
No.  4,  G.  A.  R.,  noble  grand  of  Anamosa 
Lodge  No.  40,  I.  O.  O.  F  ,  is  a  member  of 
Iowa  Union  State  and  United  States  Medi- 
cal societies.  At  an  early  age  he  became 
a  member  of  the  St.  John's  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Anamosa  Baptist 
church  and  one  of  its  trustees  and  deacons. 
It  has  been  the  custom  with  Doctor  Sig- 
worth,  for  some  years,  to  take  an  outing 
during  the  summer  months,  and  this  year, 
accompanied  by  wife  and  daughter,  they 
sail  from  New  York  for  an  extended  tour 
of  Europe. 


EDDY,  WiLLARD,  M.  D.,  is  a  descend- 
ant of  the  family  which  came  from  England 
to  this  country  more  than  250  years  ago. 
Both  his  grandfather,  Esek  Eddy,  and  his 
great-grandfather,  Samuel  Eddy,  were 
soldiers  in  the  revolutionary  war.  His 
father,  Erastus  Eddy,  was  a  farmer  and 
owned  150  acres  of  land  near  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  upon  which  he  lived  for  over  sixty 
years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  87  years. 
His  mother  continued  to  own  this  farm 
until  November  21,  1897,  when  she  died  at 
the  age  of  83  years.  Her  name  was  Dor- 
liska  Middleditch,  and  she  raised  a  family 
of  ten  children,  six  boys  and  four  girls. 
She  was  a  sister  of  Dr.  A.  Middleditch, 
who  has  lived  in  Waterloo  ever  since  1856. 

Willard  was  born  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y. , 
July  30,  1838,  and  received  a  common 
school  education.  He  then  went  to  the 
academy  at  Springville,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
there  to  Genesee  seminary  near  Rochester, 
N.  Y. ,  for  four  years.  In  1860  he  went  to 
the  University  of  Michigan  and  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine.  In  March,  1863,  he 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
that  university  and  was  one  of  the  five  that 
stood  highest.  All  his  expenses  at  semi- 
nary and  medical  college  were  paid  by  him- 
self, by  his  preemption  of  public  land  in 
Minnesota,  then  selling  it.  In  1863  he 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  at  Monticello, 
Jones  county,  where  he  practiced  medicine 
for  four  years.  He  removed  to  Waterloo 
in  1867  and  has  practiced  there  ever  since 
that  date.  Dr.  Eddy  saved  money  from 
the  commencement  of  his  practice,  and 
carefully  invested  his  surplus  earnings  in 
real  estate  and  real  estate  loans.  He  has 
always  been  very  careful  and  conservative 
in  business  affairs,  and  has  made  an  emi- 
nent success  both  as  a  physician  and  a 
financier.     His    income    is    now    several 


thousand  dollars  per  year  above  his  ex- 
penses, and  his  estate  must  be  worth  many 
thousand  dollars.  He  has  never  received 
any  property  by  inheritance.  He  acquired 
it  all  by  his  professional  labors  and  careful 
investments. 

Dr.  Eddy  was  married  in  June,  1864,  to 
Miss  F.  Gertrude  Hammond,  of  Waterloo, 
Iowa.  They  had  one  child,  Walter  P., 
who  was  drowned  while  skating.  Thanks- 
giving day,  1886,  when  only  13  years  of 
age.  The  sudden  and  tragic  death  of  their 
only  child  was  a  terrible  shock  to  both  the 
parents,  and  one  from  which  Mrs.  Eddy 
never  recovered.  Her  mind  became  par- 
tially unbalanced  and  she  finally  went  to 
travel  in  Europe,  hoping  to  regain  her 
normal  composure  of  mind.  After  waiting 
ten  years  the  doctor  was  again  married 
June  29, 1896,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Cadwallader, 
of  Waverly,  the  daughter  of  Philip  Cad- 
wallader. They  have  a  son,  born  April 
29,  1897,  a  strong,  healthy  boy,  Roger 
Willard  Eddy. 

Dr.  Eddy's  first  vote  was  cast  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  and  he  has  voted  the  repub- 
lican ticket  ever  since.     He  has   been  a 


member  of  the  First  Congregational  church 
of  Waterloo  for  thirty  years.  For  many 
years  he  has  belonged  to  the  Black  Hawk 
County  Medical  society.  Cedar  Valley 
Medical  society  and  the  Iowa  State  Medical 
society. 
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WELLS,  Arthur  Lee,  a  prominent  at- 
torney of  Corning,  Adams  county,  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  state  of  New  York. 

His  father,  Adsoii  Wells,  was  born  in  Madison 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1809,  and  was  a  farmer. 
In  1833  he  was  married  to  Caroline  M.  Young,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  that  county.  In  1841  the 
young  couple  moved  to  Cattaraugus  county,  settled 
on  a  new  farm  in  the  pine  and  hemlock  forests  of 
that  then  wild  region,  and  entered  upon  the  slow, 
laborious  work  of  clearinc^  up  the  heavilv-wooded 
land.  Mrs.  Wells  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother, 
and  early  taught  her  children  to  adhere  to  truth 
and  pure  lives,  and  sought  to  awaken  and  stimu- 
late in  their  minds  a  love  of  books  and  a  desire  for 
knowledge.  She  was  descended  from  Scotch  and 
English  ancestors,  one  of  whom  came  to  America 
before  the  revolutionary  war,  settling  at  Martha's 
Vineyard.  One  of  her  brothers,  Horace  C.  Young, 
was  for  two  terms  a  member  of  each  house  of  the 
New  York  legislature;  another  brother,  Eugene, 
was  a  prominent  physician  in  Illinois;  and  her 
youngest  brother,  William  C,  was  maior  of  the 
£ighth  Wisconsin  volunteers  in  the  late  war. 
Mrs.  Wells  died  in  1866. 

Arthur  L.  Wells  was  born  November  7, 
1838,  in  Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
brought  up  on  his  father's  farm,  spending 
his  summer  in  all  the  various  kinds  of  la- 
bor necessary  in  farm  life.  There  were 
forests  to  clear  off,  brush  to  burn,  and 
stumps  to  work  among  for  many  years. 
During  the  winter  months  he  attended 
the  country  district  school.  By  hard  study 
he  acquired  sufficient  education  to  become 
a  teacher,  and,  in  the  winter  of  1857, 
taught  his  first  school  in  the  country  village 
of  Eddyville.  He  returned  to  farm  work 
in  the  summer  and  taught  school  again  in 
the  two  succeeding  winters.  In  the  spring 
of  1860  he  entered  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  Hillsdale  college  in  Michigan. 
For  the  next  five  years  he  managed, 
by  manual  labor  of  various  kinds  and 
teaching  school  in  the  winters,  to  earn 
enough  to  pay  his  way  through  the  whole 
college  course.  In  June,  1866,  he  gradu- 
ated in  the  classical  course  with  a  class  of 
nineteen,  with  the  highest  honors.  One 
year  his  standing  was  the  highest  in  the 
college,  with  an  attendance  of  350  students. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Kappa  Phi 
Literary  society,  the  leading  one  of  the 
college.  He  entered  the  Albany  law 
school  after  leaving  college,  and  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1867.  He  then  came  to 
Iowa,  and  traveled  on  foot  from  the  termi- 
nus of  the  railroad  at  Chariton  to  Quincy, 
in  Adams  county.  He  taught  a  depart- 
ment of  the  public  school  during  the  win- 
ter, and  at  the  spring  term  of  the  district 
court  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  was 
twice  elected  recorder  of  the  county,  and 
served  as  treasurer  a  full  term  and  also  to 
fill  a  vacancy  of  a  portion  of  a  preceding 


term.  When  the  county  seat  was  located 
at  Corning,  in  1872,  Mr.  Wells  removed  to 
that  place,  and  was  three  times  chosen  its 
mayor.  In  1876  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  Hon.  F.  M.  Davis  in  the  practice 
of  law,  and  is  still  a  member  of  the  firm. 


He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  has  for  seventeen  years  held  the  office 
of  treasurer  of  Instruction  lodge  at  Com- 
ing. His  ancestors  on  the  father  and 
mother's  sides  were  whigs  in  politics,  and 
afterwards  republicans,  and  Mr.  Wells  has 
always  been  a  republican.  He  has  served 
as  chairman  of  the  republican  county  com- 
mittee several  times,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  judicial  and  congressional  com- 
mittees. He  at  one  time  owned  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  Adams  County  Gazette,  and  for 
two  years  was  its  editor.  On  the  15th  of 
March,  1871,  Mr.  Wells  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lucina  Register,  daughter 
of  Dr.  J.  H.  Register,  of  Quincy,  formerly 
from  Muskingum  county,  Ohio.  They 
moved  to  Adams  county,  Iowa,  in  1859. 
Mrs.  Wells  is  a  prominent  member  and  offi- 
cer of  the  Eastern  Star,  being  worthy  ma- 
tron of  her  chapter.  Emblem  No.  64;  is 
president  of  the  Ladies'  Cemetery  associa- 
tion; member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  public  library;  secretary  of  the  Wom- 
an's Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Iowa,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.     She  is  a 
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scholarly  woman,  active  in  church,  soci- 
ety, literary  and  charitable  work,  and  a 
helpful  and  devoted  wife  and  mother. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them. 
Carrie  died  in  infancy.  Arthur  R.  was 
born  December  1,  1873;  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  Coming  and  several  terms  at 
the  Corning  academy,  and  finally  gradu- 
ated at  Princeton  college  in  the  classical 
course  with  such  standing  as  entitled  him  to 
deliver  an  oration  at  commencement  exer- 
cises. He  attended  the  law  department  of 
the  State  university,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  upon  examination  before  the  su- 
preme courty  and  in  1896  entered  upon  prac- 
tice at  Coming.  He  is  rapidly  rising  to  a 
high  standing  in  his  profession. 

Mr.  Wells  acquired  a  taste  for  farming 
in  early  life,  and  after  coming  out  onto  the 
Iowa  prairies  had  a  strong  desire  to  own 
a  farm.  After  a  time  he  was  able  to  pur- 
chase 160  acres  in  Adams  county,  and  has 
since  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  planning  and 
carrying  on  its  improvements  from  year 
to  year.  He  is  an  exceptionally  close 
reader  and  student,  finding  much  of  his 
gratification  in  literature. 


TIRRILL,  Hon.  Rodney  W.,  depart- 
ment commander  of  lowp,,  G.  A.  R.,  is  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire.  His  father, 
Timothy  Tirrill,  and  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Drew,  were  born  in 
the  same  state,  where  they  grew  up  and 
were  married.  In  1850  they  removed  to 
Wisconsin,  locating  first  at  Prairie  Du  Sac, 
and  later  at  Lodi,  where  the  mother  died 
in  1866  and  the  father  in  1880. 

They  were  plain,  substantial  people,  whose  lives 
were  passed  in  the  peaceful  avocation  of  agriculture. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  public  note,  however, 
and  conspicuous  for  his  acquaintance  with  the  great 
men  of  his  day,  as  well  as  his  work  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery.  As  an  illustration  of  the  interest  be 
took  in  the  promulgation  of  anti-slavery  doctrine 
the  instance  may  be  related  where  he  drove  forty 
miles  to  see  Fred  Douglass  and  prevail  upon  that 
fi^entleman  to  return  with  him  and  deliver  a  lecture 
In  the  community  where  Mr.  Tirrill  resided.  This 
was  shortly  after  Douglass  was  freed,  and  so  strong 
was  the  sentiment  or  prejudice  against  the  negro, 
that  no  church  or  public  building  could  be  obtained 
in  which  to  hold  the  speaking.  But  Mr.  Tirrill  was 
not  to  be  outdone.  He  threw  open  the  doors  of  his 
own  home  and  the  lecture  was  delivered.  To  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  the  distinguished  freedman 
some  years  ago  said,  with  considerable  emotion: 
**  Timothy  Tirrill  was  one  of  my  first  benefactors 
and  as  good  a  friend  to  the  colored  race  as  has  ever 
lived.'' 

Hon.  Rodney  W.  Tirrill  is  the  third  child  of  a 
family  of  nine.  He  was  born  December  22, 1835,  In 
Colebrook,  N.  H.,  where  he  lived  until  15  years  of 
age,  removing  to  Wisconsin  with  his  parents  at 


that  time.  To  a  common  school  education  was 
added  a  scientific  and  literarv  course  in  the  Wis- 
consin State  university,  and  then,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  father,  be  began  the  study  of  law.  When 
he  was  on  the  point  of  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
the  war  broke  out  and,  for  the  time,  changed  all 
his  plans  for  the  future.  He  enlisted  In  October, 
1861,  In  Ck)mpany  F,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
going  Immediately  to  the  front,  saw  his  first  active 
service  at  Ft.  Donelson,  which  was  followed  by  the 
more  serious  engagement  at  Shlloh.  He  was 
wounded  In  the  last  named  battle  while  hla  brigade 
was  being  taken  prisoners.  This  was  about  6 
o'clock  In  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day,  Sunday, 
and  he  was  left  on  the  battle  field  until  the  next 
Tuesday  morning  at  3  o'clock,  before  being  removed 
to  the  hospital  boat.  He  was  then  sent  to  the  Mound 
City,  111. ,  hospital,  where  he  remained  for  six  weeks, 
and  as  the  wound  In  his  thigh  proved  stubborn, 


because  of  neglect  when  first  inflicted,  he  was  given 
a  furlough.  The  Injury  proved  more  serious  than 
was  first  supposed,  and  he  was  accordingly  dis- 
charged January  3,  1863. 

In  1863  Mr.  Tirrill  was  elected  superintendent 
of  schools  of  *  Delaware  county,  at  which  time  he 
settled  permanently  in  Manchester,  and,  in  addition 
to  his  duties  as  superintendent,  turned  his  attention 
to  real  estate,  insurance,  loans  and  the  securing  of 
pensions  for  soldiers  and  their  heirs.  The  official 
position  he  held  for  four  years,  declining  a  re-eleo- 
tlon  In  1867,  and  the  other  lines  he  still  follows. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  settled  rules  of  Mr.  Tirrill, 
not  to  sacrifice  the  fruits  of  his  labors  for  the 
uncertainty  of  political  honors,  yet  It  could  hardly 
happen  that  a  man  of  his  talents  should  not  have 
been  called  on  to  fill  some  positions  of  public  trust. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Manchester 
for  twenty-one  years,  refusing  further  election,  and 
has  In  no  small  measure  contributed  to  the  educa- 
tional   Interests    of   the   county.     While   county 
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superintendent,  he  introduced  the  first  map  draw- 
ingrg,  and  in  many  other  ways  rendered  signal 
service 

In  the  fall  of  1879,  without  solicitation  on  his 
part,  Mr.  Tirrill  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for 
the  state  senate,  was  elected  and  served  for  four 
years.  He  declined  a  re-nomination.  Representing 
a  district  where  the  dairying  interests  had  reached 
considerable  proportions,  his  mind  was  early  drawn 
to  the  necessity  for  the  passage  of  certain  measures 
for  the  protection  of  that  industry,  and  one  of  his 
first  acts  was  the  drafting  of  a  bill  requiring  that 
all  packages  of  oleomargarine  in  the  state  be 
branded  as  such;  and  he  succeeded  by  his  personal 
efforts  and  infiuence  in  having  it  enacted  into  a  law, 
which  from  all  information  he  has  been  able  to 
obtain  was  the  first  law  of  the  kind  ever  enacted 
in  any  state  of  the  nation.  He  served  on  the  com- 
mittees on  schools,  congressional  districts,  insur- 
ance, suppression  of  intemperance,  fish  and  game, 
the  relocation  of  the  girls'  department  of  the  state 
reform  school,  penitentiary  and  boys'  reform  school. 

He  was  married  December  30,  1860,  to 
Miss  Eliza  J.  Weeks,  then  of  Delaware 
county,  this  state,  but  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts. She  is  a  lady  of  fine  literary 
attainments,  having  matriculated  for  a  two- 
years'  course  in  the  State  university  at  the 
same  time  her  husband  entered  upon  a 
course  of  similar  length  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  that  institution.  While  he  was 
securing  the  degree  of  B.  L.  she  was  earn- 
ing honors  in  German,  French  and  English 
literature.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them,  a  son  and  daughter,  L.  Claire  and 
John  R.  W. ,  but  both  were  taken  by  death 
in  1878. 

Mr.  Tirrill  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  He  was  elected  department 
commander  for  Iowa  G.  A.  R.  in  1898. 


PIERCE,  Franklin  Gilman,  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Marshalltown,  is  a  young  man 
of  wide  resources,  both  native  and  acquired. 
He  comes  of  good  Puritan  ancestry,  being 
a  descendant  of  John  Pearce,  who  settled 
in  Rhode  Island  in  1632.  Another  ancestor, 
John  Pierce,  served  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  Mr.  Pierce's  father,  William  Pierce, 
a  carpenter  and  builder,  of  moderate  cir- 
cumstances, was  bom  in  1821,  at  North 
Kingston,  R.  I.  He  was  married  in  1865 
to  Martha  Jane  Moore,  who  was  born  in 
1849,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  whose  an- 
cestors, the  Moore  and  Wilson  families,  are 
among  the  oldest  in  Virginia. 

F.  G.  Pierce  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  having 
been  born  at  Earlville,  in  Delaware  county, 
December  7,  1868.  When  he  was  three 
years  old  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Marshalltown,  where  he  has  lived  most  of 
the  time  since.  He  began  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  city,  and  graduated 


from  the  high  school  in  June,  1886.  He 
entered  the  State  university  in  1888,  grad- 
uating in  June,  1892,  with  the  degree  of 
Ph.  B.  While  attending  the  university  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  fra- 
ternity, and  took  an  active  interest  in  ath- 
letics, serving  as  manager  in  1890  and 
captain  in  1891  of  the  university  football 
eleven.  He  was  also  prominent  in  literary 
work,  being  elected  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Junior  Annual,  published  by  his  class. 
After  his  graduation  he  was  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  at  Marshalltown  for 
several  years,  but  in  1895  abandoned  this 
for  the  more  congenial  vocation  of  journal- 


ism. He  first  published  the  Marshall  County 
Register,  but  in  1896  consolidated  with  the 
Daily  Press,  in  which  he  still  owns  an 
interest. 

Politically,  Mr.  Pierce  has  always  been 
a  republican.  In  1895  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Marshalltown  on  a  non-partisan 
ticket.  Representing  the  wishes  of  the 
people  who  desired  a  reform  looking  to- 
ward greater  economy  in  the  city's  ex- 
penses, he  was  supported  largely  by  labor- 
ing men  and  elected  with  a  good  majority. 
During  his  first  year  in  office  he  had  an 
.  unfriendly  council  to  contend  with,  but  in 
1896  new  men  were  elected  who  were  more 
in  sympathy  with  him,  and  he  was  able  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  his  supporters.  So 
well  did  he  accomplish  this  that  he  was  re- 
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elected  in  1897  and  again  in  1899,  and  is 
still  serving  the  interests  of  the  taxpayer. 
In  municipal  affairs  he  has  always  been  in 
favor  of  municipal  ownership  of  public 
franchises  and  has  written  a  number  of 
articles  for  different  papers  dealing  with 
this  aspect  of  city  affairs.  He  was  vice- 
president  for  Iowa  of  the  League  of 
American  Municipalities  in  1898. 

Mr.  Pierce  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order,  Knights  of  Pythias,  I.  O.  O.  P., 
Benevolent  Elks,  Red  Men,  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  Maccabees,  Ben  Hur  and 
Court  of  Honor.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
belongs  to  the  Congregational  church.  He 
was  married  June  30,  1897,  to  Miss  Nellie 
M.  Loree,  of  Marshall  town. 


STOOKEY,  Millard  Fillmore,  ed- 
itor of  the  Decatur  County  Journal,  pub- 
lished at  Leon,  is  one  of  the  progressive 
newspaper  men  of  the  state,  and  a  repre- 
sentative man  of  his  section.  He  was  born 
near  Leesburg,  Kosciusko  county,  Ind., 
April  25,  1849.  His  father,  Levi  Jackson 
Stookey,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was 
born  in  Payette  county,  Ohio,  and  is  of 
Scotch  descent.  His  grandfather,  on  his 
mother's  side,  fought  in  the  war  of  1812. 
His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Jane 
Clark.  She,  too,  is  of  Scotch  descent. 
She  was  born  in  Miami  county,  Ohio, 
and  her  father,  a  Pennsylvanian,  was  a 
government  surveyor,  doing  a  great  deal  of 
surveying  in  Indiana  in  an  early  day. 
She  also  had  a  cousin.  Rev.  Wilson  Blaine, 
who  was  educated  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  and 
was  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  church  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  for  many  years.  Both 
Pather  and  Mother  Stookey  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

M.  P.  Stookey  came  to  this  state  with 
his  parents  May  20,  1855,  and  located  near 
Marion,  the  county  seat  of  Linn  county. 
He  attained  a  common  school  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Leesburg,  Ind.,  and 
Marion,  Iowa,  and  in  September,  1866, 
entered  Western  college,  then  located  at 
Western,  Linn  county,  now  situated  at 
Toledo,  Iowa.  He  remained  there  two 
years.  In  August,  1869,  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  Tama  Cmmty  Republican  at 
Toledo,  when  M.  B.  C.  True  was  editor. 
He  worked  at  the  printing  trade  nearly 
two  years.  He  then  taught  school  for 
several  terms  in  the  country,  near  Marion, 
when  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Thompson 
<&   Davis,  Marion,  and   was    admitted    to 


the  bar  October  30,  1873.  In  the  spring  of 
1874  he  located  at  Elroy,  Wis.,  and  es- 
tablished a  newspaper  called  TM  Headlight, 
April  5,  1875,  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Elroy,  and,  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year, 
resigned  his  position,  sold  out  his  business 
and  returned  to  Linn  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  taught  school  for  several  terms.  In 
August,  1877,  he  located  in  Leon  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law.  The  following 
year  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
and,  in  1880,  was  elected  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts,  which  position  he 
held  two  terms.  In  1887  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  same  position.  In  the  spring 
of  1891  he  removed  to  Bethany,  Mo.,  and 
became  the  editor  of  the  Bethany  Rejyubli- 
can,  which  position  he  held  until  Pebruary 
1,  1893,  when  he  purchased  a  half  interest 
in  the  Decatur  County  Journxil  at  Leon, 
Iowa,  and  returned  to  that  place  to  take 
up  his  duties  as  editor  of  that  paper,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  has  always  been 
a  hard-working  republican;  he  has  served 
one  terra  as  a  member  of  the  state  republi- 
can committee  from  the  Eighth  district. 


and  two  terms  as  chairman  of  the  republi- 
can central  committee  of  Decatur  county. 
He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  Leon 
Lodge  No.  84,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  having  joined 
that  society  when  22  years  old,  in  Elroy, 
Wis. 
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He  was  married  December  20,  1887, 
to  Miss  Jessie  Forrey,  and  to  this  union 
there  has  been  bom  one  son,  Paul. 


RICE,  Hon.  James  A.  The  Hon.  James 
A.  Rice,  of  Oskaloosa,  was  born  in  the  city 
where  he  now  resides,  September  30,  1855. 
He  is  the  son  of  Gen.  Samuel  A.  Rice,  who 
was  attorney-general  of  Iowa  from  1856  to 
1860.  General  Rice  was  mustered  into 
service  as  colonel  of  the  Thirty-third  Iowa 
Volunteer  infantry,  October  1, 1862,  and  on 
August  4,  1863,  was  promoted  to  brigadier- 
general.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Jenkin's  Perry,  Ark.,  April  30,  1864, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  July  6, 
1864,  at  Oskaloosa.  A  beautiful  monument 
was  erected  to  his  memory  by  the  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade. 

The  mother  of  James  A.  Rice  was  Louisa  M. 
Alexander,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Alexander,  D. 
D.,  of  Virginia,  a  Presbyterian  minister  of  great 

Srominence,  who  for  more  than  fifty  years  preached 
1  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  He  was  a 
trustee  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  colleges  for 
thirty  years,  as  well  as  a  director  of  the  Western 
Theoloeical  seminary.  A  large  number  of  the  67 
years  of  her  life  have  been  devoted  to  the  rearing 
of  a  large  familv,  five  of  whom  are  now  living.  Of 
late  years,  she  has  directed  herself  to  the  work  of 
the  Woman's  Relief  corps.     She   organized   the 

S resent  corps  at  Oskaloosa,  and '  has  been  its  presi- 
ent  for  three  terms.  Samuel  A.  Rice  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  a  graduate  of  Union  college, 
New  York,  and  was  selected  to  deliver  the  address 
of  welcome  to  Henry  Clay  on  that  illustrious 
patriot's  visit  to  the  college. 

James  A.  Rice  attended  the  public 
schools  at  Oskaloosa  and  then  completed  a 
classical  course  at  Washington  and  Jeffer- 
son college  in  Pennsylvania.  He  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  the  Iowa  State 
university  in  the  class,  of  1877.  He  was  a 
member  of  theZethagathian  society,  and  the 
Union  society  at  Washington  and  of  the 
Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity. 

His  first  dollar  was  earned  in  the  trial  of 
a  case  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Oska- 
loosa, since  which  time  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law  in  that  city. 
He  was  elected  mayor  in  March,  1878,  and 
served  two  terms.  During  his  second  term 
he  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  for 
the  city  its  present  fine  system  of  water 
works.  He  was  elected  city  solicitor  in 
1881,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  mayoralty, 
was  re-elected  at  the  close  of  his  first  term. 

While  solicitor  he  tested  the  right  to  assess  resi- 
dent agents  of  foreign  loan  companies  on  moneys 
and  credits  at  the  residence  of  agent,  and  was  suc- 
cessful in  maintaining  the  statute  in  the  supreme 
court;  also  tested  the  powers  of  corporations  to 
grant  long-term  franchises  with  exclusive  right  to 
occupy  streets,  his  position  being  that  such  powers 


were  not  granted  by  law,  and  were  void  on  grounds 
of  public  policy.  This  position  was  also  sustained 
by  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  the  Oskaloosa 
Gas  Light  Company  v.  City  of  Oskaloosa;  also  car- 
ried to  the  supreme  court  the  right  to  assess  the 
property  of  telephone  companies  where  the  ofiBce 
was  located,  and  the  case  of  Iowa  Union  Telephone 


Company  v.  City  of  Oskaloosa,  settled  the  mooted 
question  of  the  law  as  applied  to  these  assessments. 
He  also  tested  the  power  of  school  boards  to  pur- 
chase maps  and  charts  when  there  were  no  funds 
on  hand  to  pay  for  same,  claiming  that  any  indebt- 
edness incurred  under  such  circumstances  was 
ultra  vires  and  could  not  be  collected.  In  this  posi- 
tion also  he  was  sustained  by  the  higher  courts. 
He  revised  the  city  ordinances  of  Oskaloosa  in  1885. 
and  the  revision  is  still  in  force. 

He  is  a  republican,  but  an  ardent  advo- 
cate of  bimetallism.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  republican  state  convention  at  Cedar 
Rapids  in  1891,  and  also  to  the  one  which 
nominated  Frank  D.  Jackson  in  1895,  in 
which  last  he  served  as  chairman  on  the 
committee  on  credentials.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  from  the 
Sixth  district  in  the  republican  state  league 
in  1893,  and  was  a  delegate  from  Iowa  to 
the  republican  national  league  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  the  same  year.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  captain  of 
Gen.  S.  A.  Rice  Camp.  He  has  served  as 
chief  mustering  officer  of  the  United  States 
for  that  organization  and  as  delegate  to  its 
national  meetings  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember  10,   1895,   to  Miss  Belle  Gray,   of 
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Washington,  Iowa,  eldest  daughter  of  Capt. 
J.  H.  Gray.  She  is  a  lady  of  high  culture. 
She  has  held  the  position  of  national  presi- 
dent of  the  Ladies'  Aid  society  for  two 
terms,  and  is  now  president  of  the  King's 
Daughters,  and  in  October,  1898,  was 
elected  state  secretary  of  the  international 
order  of  this  society.  They  have  one  son, 
Samuel  Allen  Rice.  Mr.  Rice  is  an  orator 
of  wide  reputation.  He  was  chosen  to  de- 
liver the  address  on  General  Grant  in  Oska- 
loosa  in  1885,  the  centennial  address,  **  Our 
Youth  the  Hope  of  America;"  another  on 
Lincoln  before  the  meeting  of  Lincoln 
league  of  Iowa,  held  at  Washington,  Iowa, 
and  many  others  on  patriotic  and  war  sub- 
jects in  many  cities  throughout  the  country. 


MILLS,  Prof.  Earl,  who,  although 
but  26  years  of  age,  is  superintendent  of 
the  Eldon  schools  with  its  corps  of  nine 
teachers  and  500  pupils,  was  borij  in  New- 
ton, Jasper  county,  Iowa,  December  28, 
1871.  His  father,  Levi  W.  Mills,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  having  been  born 
in  Franklin  county.  He  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
ninth  army  corps  under  General  Burnside. 
He  was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  but  upon  his  partial  re- 
covery returned  to  his  regiment  and  com- 
pleted the  term  of  enlistment.  The  Forty- 
fifth  was  sent  from  Virginia  to  South 
Carolina,  but  returned  to  participate  in  the 
campaigns  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 
Later  it  was  ordered  west  to  operate  with 
the  western  forces,  and  saw  service  at 
Nashville,  Jackson  and  the  many  other 
points  that  were  reddened  with  the  blood 
of  northern  men.  He  received  an  honor- 
able discharge  at  the  end  of  three  years  of 
gallant  service,  at  which  time  he  returned 
to  his  home  and  joined  the  family,  then 
about  to  start  for  Iowa  to  locate  a  perma- 
nent home.  Some  time  after  his  arrival  he 
married  Miss  Margaret  L.  Cuthbertson, 
and  to  them  was  born  a  son,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  the  mother  dying  while  he  was 
not  yet  2  years  old.  The  home  of  the 
father  and  son  was  thereafter  with  the 
father's  people.  The  father  died  July  3, 
1894,  at  the  age  of  53  years,  leaving  his  son 
the  last  of  the  family  in  the  male  line. 

Earl  Mills  attended  the  public  schools  at 
Newton  and  later  the  high  school,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1888,  then  entered 
upon  the  profession  of  teaching.  In  1890, 
he  graduated  from  the  Jasper  County  Nor- 


mal institute,  and  then  entered  the  High- 
land Park  Normal  college,  graduating  in 
1893,  when  he  resumed  his  former  work  as 
teacher.  He  served  for  a  time  as  deputy 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Jasper  county, 
later  as  principal  of  the  schools  at  Olin, 
Jones  county,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
contract  at  the  last  named  place  accepted 
the  superintendency  of  schools  at  Eldon, 
where  he  is  now  engaged.  To  this  position 
Mr.  Mills  was  reelected  by  acclamation  for 
the  fourth  year  on  April  11, 1899.  He  holds 
a  teacher's  life  diploma  granted  him  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1899,  by  the  state  department  of 
public  instruction. 


As  an  educator  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  con- 
sidering his  age.  Professor  Mills  has  no 
superior  in  the  state.  To  a  thorough  edu- 
cation— beholds  the  degree  of  B.  S.,  and  a 
state  teacher's  certificate — is  added  a  native 
aptness  for  the  work  and  that  subtle  qual- 
ity which  governs,  interests  and  advances 
the  pupil  under  his  charge.  As  an  organ- 
izer he  possesses  that  skill  and  tact  and 
knowledge  of  human  nature  which  prevents 
friction  in  any  of  the  departments,  and 
holds  alike  the  friendship  and  esteem  of 
teachers  and  pupils.  He  comes  of  good  old 
revolutionary  stock.  Two  great-grand- 
fathers on  the  paternal  side  were  soldiers 
in  the  struggle  for  independence,  and  an 
only  uncle  on  the  father's  side  carried  a 
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musket  in  the  civil  war,  having  enlisted  in 
the  first  union  regiment  raised  in  his  native 
state.  He  was  never  out  of  government 
service  from  1861  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Five  uncles  on  his  mother's  side  marched 
to  Dixie  at  the  first  call,  and  spent  five 
years  fighting  in  defense  of  the  flag.  Pro- 
fessor Mills  was  married  to  Miss  D.  Jessie 
Lamb,  of  Olin,  Jones  county,  Iowa,  June 
17,  1897. 


HIBBEN,  Edwin  Hayden,  of  Marshall- 
town,  is  secretary  and  manager  of  the 
Northern  Life  association,  and  to  his  en- 
ergy and  push,  combined  with  business  sa- 
gacity and  rare  executive  ability,  is  due 
most  of  the  success  of  this  well  established 
and  thriving  insurance  company.  Colonel 
Hibben  is  the  grandson  of  Thomas  Hibben, 
who,  for  more  than  forty  years  carried  on 
a  paying  business  as  a  retail  dry  goods 
merchant  at  Wilmington,  Ohio. 

The  colonel's  father,  Georg^e  HibbeD,  born  at 
Wilmington,  Ohio,  in  1818,  was  also  a  successful 
merchant.  He  moved  to  Rushville,  Ind.,  in 
1837,  where  be  became  prominent  in  many  business 
connections.  He  was  one  of  tbe  organizers  of  the 
East  Hill  Cemetery  association,  was  elected  county 
clerk,  and  was  president  of  the  branch  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Indiana.  He  removed  to  Chicago  in  1863, 
and  there  became  a  wholesale  merchant.  He  was 
married  April  21,  1842,  to  Jane  Fielding,  who  was 
born  at  Franklin  Ohio,  October  4,  1821.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  William  Fielding,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  May  1,  1796,  and  who  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  Sir  Henry  Fielding,  atone  time  lord 
mayor  of  London.  William  Fielding  served  in  the 
war  of  1812  and  afterwards  studied  medicine  at  a 
school  in  Cynthianna,  Ky.,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated and  then  practiced  extensively  in  the  counties 
of  Logan,  Champaign  and  Miami,  in  Ohio.  He 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Vail  in  1818,  at  Franklin, 
Ohio,  and  settled  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  in  1824.  Here 
he  organized  the  First  Presbyterian  church  and 
Sundav  school  in  Shelby  county,  and  was  afterward 
elected  five  times  to  the  state  legislature,  twice  as 
a  senator.  He  was  grand  master  and  state  lecturer 
of  Masonry,  and  for  forty  consecutive  years  was  the 
presiding  officer  in  the  lodge  to  which  he  belonged. 

Col.  E.  H.  Hibben  was  born  May  14, 
1848,  at  Eushville,  Ind.  His  mother  died 
when  he  was  only  9  years  old,  and  he  then 
went  to  live  with  her  parents  at  Sidney, 
Ohio.  Here  he  received  his  early  school- 
ing, and  was  given  his  first  lessons  in  busi- 
ness by  clerking  in  a  drug  store  mornings, 
evenings  and  Saturdays.  So  apt  was  he 
in  business  that  at  the  age  of  17  he  began 
life  for  himself  in  the  wholesale  tea,  to- 
bacco and  cigar  trade  in  Chicago,  and  for 
six  years  conducted  the  business  with  suc- 
cess, but  in  1871  lost  all  he  had  in  the 
great  fire.  He  came  to  Marshalltown  in 
1875,  and  opened  a  loan  and  insurance  of- 


fice. In  1882  he  organized  the  Northern 
Life  association,  and  under  his  skillful 
management  it  has  grown  from  a  small  en- 
terprise to  be  one  of  the  prominent  insur- 
ance companies  of  Iowa. 

Colonel  Hibben  is  a  very  enthusiastic 
worker  in  civic  organizations,  and  holds 
membership  in  nearly  every  order  that  has 
ever  been  organized.  He  was  twice  elected 
grand  chancellor  and  once  supreme  repre- 
sentative of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
he  organized  the  first  division  of  the  uni- 
formed rank  in  Iowa,  as  well  as  the  first 
section  of  the  endowment  rank.  He  was 
the  first  man  in  Iowa  to  be  commissioned 


as  an  instructor  in  the  secret  work,  and 
for  thirteen  consecutive  years  he  has  held 
the  commission  of  aid-de-camp,  with  the 
rank  of  colonel,  on  the  staff  of  Maj. 
James  R.  Carnahan.  His  original  commis- 
sion, dated  May  1,  1884,  is  the  first  ever 
issued  to  an  Iowa  Knight.  He  is  a  life 
member  of  Hesperia  Lodge  No.  411,  A.  F. 
and  A.  M.,  of  Chicago,  of  the  consistory 
of  Lyons,  Iowa,  and  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  served  as  deputy  grand  master  of  the 
grand  lodge  of  Iowa,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  and  is 
now  grand  master.  He  organized  R.  Sowe 
Taylor  Canton  No.  26,  at  Marshalltown. 
He  is  sovereign  emir  of  the  world  of  the 
Princes  of  Iran,  a  member  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Elks,  Red  Men  and  Royal  Arcanum. 
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HALL,  Percy  Wavil,  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Sheldon,  and  one  of  the  prominent 
young  business  men  of  that  city,  is  a  young 
man  of  unusual  energy  and  business  ability, 
and  has  the  brightest  of  prospects  for 
a  successful  future.     At  present  he  is  one 


-  v«^  ,■  ■ 


of  the  youngest  mayors  in  Iowa.  His 
father.  Rev.  Roscoe  G.  Hall,  was  a  Baptist 
minister  and  was  ranked  among  the  most 
influential  and  powerful  of  the  clergy  in 
Illinois,  where  he  spent  most  of  his  active 
life.  He  died  in  1877,  aged  42  years.  Mr. 
Hairs  mother,  formerly  Elizabeth  Pratt,  is 
the  daughter  of  Doctor  Pratt,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.  She  is  still 
living,  at  the  age  of  63  years.  Mr.  Hall's 
ancestors,  on  his  father's  side,  came  from 
England  in  a  very  early  day  and  settled  in 
Massachusetts.  His  grandfather  was  a 
farmer;  his  great-grandfather  served  in  the 
Maine  legislature,  and  fought  in  the  war  of 
1812,  while  his  great- great-grandfather 
was  in  the  revolution. 

P.  W.  Hall  was  born  March  24,  1868,  at 
Greenville,  111.  He  graduated  from  the 
Ottawa  high  school  in  1887,  and,  during 
the  same  year,  came  to  Iowa  and  located  at 
Sheldon,  his  present  home.  He  was  first 
employed  as  shipping  clerk  and  book- 
keeper in  a  flour  mill,  where  he  remained 
two  years,  and  then  secured  a  position 
as  clerk  in  the  Union  bank  of  Sheldon. 


Here  he  gave  excellent  satisfaction  and 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant 
cashier  March  1,  1898,  he  organized  the 
Security  Savings  bank  of  Sheldon  and  has 
since  been  its  cashier. 

In  politics  Mr  Hall  is  a  strong  republi- 
can. He  was  chosen  city  clerk  of  Sheldon 
in  1894,  and,  after  serving  two  years,  was 
elected  mayor  of  the  city,  which  position 
he  is  still  holding.  He  adheres  in  religion 
to  the  faith  of  his  parents,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a 
very  active  and  enthusiastic  worker  in 
that  order. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  March  24,  1893, 
to  Miss  Lucie  Wilcox,  of  Huron,  S.  D., 
who  is  the  daughter  of  a  physician.  They 
have  had  one  child,  who,  however,  died  in 
infancy. 


BROWN,  Cassius  M.,  of  Sigourney, 
has  seen  long  service  as  a  member  of  the 
bar  of  Keokuk  county.  He  was  bom  No- 
vember 9,  1845,  on  a  farm  near  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ohio.     His  father  was  a  native  of  Mary. 


land,  where  he  was  born  in  1802.  He  wit- 
nessed the  march  of  the  British  army  after 
the  burning  of  the  capitol  at  Washington 
during  the  war  of  1812.  Removing  to  Ohio 
in  1830,  he  located  on  a  farm  near  Mt.  Ver- 
non and  engaged  in  farming  until  1870, 
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when  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  Keokuk  county 
in  1872,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1890.  The 
mother  was  a  Virginian  by  birth.  Her 
maiden  name  was  ^n  Holland.  She  died 
on  the  farm  near  Sigourney  in  1884  at  the 
ripe  age  of  70  years.  The  father  was  of 
Welsh  descent,  while  the  mother  was  of 
German.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  at- 
tended the  district  schools  in  his  neighbor- 
hood, the  high  school  at  Mt.  Vernon  and 
entered  the  preparatory  department  of 
Kenyon  college  at  Gambier,  Ohio.  He 
taught  several  terms  of  district  school,  but 
was  not  financially  able  to  complete  his 
college  course,  which  was  a  great  disap- 
pointment to  him.  In  1868  he  removed  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  for  one  year  he 
was  associated  with  his  older  brother, 
Thomas  Brown,  in  teaching  in  the  Musca- 
tine academy.  His  older  brother  had 
graduated  from  Kenyon  college  in  1861  and 
had  engaged  in  teaching  in  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law. 

Before  leaving  Ohio,  Cassius  had  re- 
solved to  study  law  and  had  been  reading 
under  the  direction  of  W.  C.  Cooper,  the 
colonel  of  his  regiment.  Upon  his  removal 
to  Iowa,  he  entered  the  office  of  Thomas 
Hanner,  of  Muscatine,  where  he  pursued 
his  studies  while  teaching  in  the  academy 
and  public  schools  of  Muscatine  county. 
He  graduated  from  the  law  department  of 
the  State  university  in  1871  and  at  once 
opened  an  office  in  Sigourney,  and  has  re- 
mained a  member  of  the  bar  of  Keokuk 
county  since.  He  was  at  one  time  in  part- 
nership with  Judge  Ben  McCoy,  and  from 
1878  until  1892  was  associated  with  the  late 
Judge  E.  S.  Sampson. 

He  was  elected  state  senator  in  1882 
and  served  one  term,  this  being  the  only 
X>olitical  office  held  by  him,  but  he  has  been 
an  active  participant  in  every  campaign. 
He  was  candidate  from  Keokuk  county  at 
the  judicial  conyention  in  June,  1898,  for 
judge  of  the  Sixth  judicial  district,  but 
failed  to  secure  the  nomination.  He  is  and 
always  has  been  a  republican.  He  enlisted 
in  1863  in  the  Ohio  National  Guards,  and  in 
the  United  States  service  in  1864,  beiig  a 
private  in  Company  A,  One  Himdred  and 
Forty- second  Ohio  infantry.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Robert  P.  Lowe  post,  G.  A.  R.,  past 
noble  grand  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which 
order  he  has  been  a  member  since  1873. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
He  was  married  June  18,  1874,  to  Miss 
Flora  Sampson,  eldest  daughter  of  Judge 
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E.  S.  Sampson.  They  have  four  children, 
Eunice  A.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Sigourney 
high  school,  and  attended  Penn  college  one 
year,  and  now  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Keokuk  county;  Roy  C,  who 
graduated  from  the  high  school  of  Sigour- 
ney and  now  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  Keokuk  county  and  pursuing  the  study 
of  law  in  his  father's  office;  Millie  E.,  who 
is  attending  the  high  school  of  Sigourney, 
and  Helen,  the  baby  of  the  family. 


LAFLAR,  Gordon  Warren,  of  Man- 
ning, was  born  near  Lewis,  Cass  county, 
Iowa.  August  10,  1855.     His  father,  Wil- 


liam C.  Laflar,  was  bom  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ohio,  October  19,  1831,  and  removed  with 
his  parents  when  a  boy  to  Lake  county, 
Ind.,  where  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years. 
When  about  21  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  August 
27,  1854,  was  married  at  Des  Moines  to 
Margaret  Powers.  They  removed  to  a 
farm  southwest  of  Lewis,  Cass  county, 
where  they  resided  for  many  years.  In 
1878  Mr.  Letflar  removed  to  Kansas  but  re- 
turned to  Iowa  in  1880,  and  in  1882  located 
in  Manning,  where  he  remained  until  1891, 
when  he  removed  to  Hamilton,  Wash., 
residing  there  until  his  death,  February 
17,  1899.  Margaret  Powers  Laflar,  the 
mother  of  Gordon  W.,  was  born  at  Mabon, 
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Cape  Breton  Island,  N.  S.,  April  7,  1835, 
and  removed  tx)  Lake  county,  Ind.,  when  a 
child.  There  she  remained  during  her 
early  life  and  until  nearly  the  time  of  her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Laflar,  when  she  came  to 
Des  Moines.  She  had  two  brothers  in  the 
war  of.  the  rebellion.  The  eldest,  Thomas 
Powers,  died  after  being  in  service  for  two 
years.  ^The  other,  James  K.  Powers,  was 
shot  in  the  right  arm  at  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  April  7,  1862,  and  lost  his  arm. 
After  returning  from  the  war,  J.  K.  Pow- 
ers became  prominent  in  political  circles 
and  filled  many  responsible  positions  in 
Iowa.  He  was  county  clerk  of  Cass  county 
for  six  years,  from  1868  to  1874.  He  was 
appointed,  by  Gov.  C.  C.  Carpenter,  as  a 
member  of  the  state  board  of  immigration. 
He  was  elected  register  of  the  state  land 
office  and  served  from  1878  to  1882.  He 
was  also  chief  clerk  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives during  the  Twenty-first  General 
Assembly.  . 

Gordon  W.  Laflar  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cass 
county  and  remained  upon  the  farm  until 
1882  when  he  moved  to  Manning  and  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business.  After 
four  years'  experience  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  law,  loan,  real  estate  and  in- 
surance firm  of  Salinger  &  Brigham,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  three  years.  He 
then  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  C.  Coe 
and  established  the  Free  Press  newspaper 
at  Manning  July  1,  1889.  After  one  year's 
experience  Mr.  Coe  retired  from  the  firm 
and  in  September,  1890,  Mr.  Laflar  sold 
the  office  and  business  to  Martin  Bros., 
of  Webster  City.  Soon  after  this  he  bought 
the  loan,  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness of  the  firm  of  Lindsay,  Salinger  & 
Company.  In  March,  1891,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  J.  H.  Rockfellow,  who 
bought  an  interest  in  the  business^  and  the 
firm  became  Laflar  &  Rockfellow.  In 
January,  1893,  they  purchased  a  general 
store  at  Orillia,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Rock- 
fellow resides. 

In  politics  Mr.  Laflar  is  a  republican  and 
has  been  an  active  worker  for  the  cause. 
He  was  elected  mayor  of  Manning  in  1892. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  I. 
O.  O.  P.,  K.  of  P.,  and  the  N^thwestern 
Legion  of  Honor.  October  13,  1876,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Melessa  H.  Arm- 
strong. They  have  had  three  children :  Ida 
May,  Alma  Ethel,  Artie  E.  Of  these  only 
the  son  is  living. 


PALMER,  Luke,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
Stonington,  Conn.,  October  18, 1808,  and  is 
the  descendant  of  Walter  Palmer,  who 
came  from  England  in  1629.  At  the  age  of 
14  he  was  left  fatherless.  He  went  to 
school  until  his  19th  year,  learned  the  car- 
penter trade,  and  in  his  25th  year  went  to 
New  Orleans  to  work  at  his  trade.  He 
shipped  a  stock  of  goods  to  cover  expenses, 
found  it  paid  and  shipped  more  goods.  He 
remained  four  years,  found  the  climate  un- 
healthy, and  in  1837  determined  to  move. 
The  bank  asked  24  per  cent  exchange  for  a 
New  York  draft,  which  he  declined  to  pay, 
so  he  bought  sugar  and  shipped  it  to  New 


York  at  a  profit.  Mr.  Palmer  then  spent 
several  months,  in  1838,  traveling  about  in 
the  Mississippi  valley.  He  finally  bought 
a  stock  of  goods  in  St.  Louis,  and,  on 
January  15,  1839,  shipped  it  up  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  river  being  then  open,  though 
closed  in  the  previous  November.  At 
Quincy,  ice  stopped  the  boats,  and  teams 
were  hired  and  the  stock  brought  to  Bur- 
lington, crossing  from  Illinois  on  the  ice  at 
considerable  risk  on  January  23,  1839, 
the  legislature  being  then  in  session.  He 
opened  a  general  store  in  Burlington,  and 
remained  in  business  about  twelve  years. 
On  January  8,  1851,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Holbrook,  a  lady  who  was  reared 
in  Connecticut,  educated  in  Hartford  and 
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taught  school  in  Connecticut,  and,  after- 
wards, a  private  school  in  Burlington,  Iowa. 
The  union  was  a  happy  one  until  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Palmer,  October  19,  1888,  nearly 
thirty-eight  years  after  the  marriage. 
There  were  two  children,  Luke,  Jr.,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  is  subjoined,  and  Sarah 
M. ,  who  married  John  S.  Cameron,  a  civil 
engineer,  afterwards  secretary  of  the  rail- 
road commission  of  Iowa,  then  assistq^nt  to 
general  manager  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railway  company,  later  with 
the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  and  finally  pro- 
prietor of  an  electric  railway  in  Salt  Lake 
city,  Utah.  Mrs.  Cameron  died  February 
24,  1881,  leaving  two  sons,  now  in  Yale,  and 
a  daughter,  now  with  her  uncle,  Luke 
Palmer,  Jr.,  at  Burlington,  Iowa. 

In  1850  Mr.  Palmer  closed  out  his  stock 
of  merchandise  and  turned  his  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  the  real  estate  which 
he  had  accumulated.  In  1872  he  undertook 
the  erection  of  an  opera  house  in  Burling- 
ton, which,  when  near  completion,  he  lost 
by  fire,  June  19,  1873.  This  was  Burling- 
ton's largest  fire,  covering  several  squares 
and  destroying  the  county  court  house  and 
part  of  the  county  records.  Mr.  Palmer 
cleared  away  the  debris  and  rebuilt. 

Mr.Pi&Imer  was  elecbed  to  the  territorial  legis- 
lature in  1845,  but  never  took  his  seat,  because  the 
territory  was  admitted  as  a  state  pending  the  meet- 
ing of  the  legislature.  He  served  in  the  city  coun- 
cil as  alderman  repeatedly,  between  1842  and  1861; 
served  upon  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  asylum  for 
insane  at  Mt.  Pleasant  for  fourteen  years,  from  1862 
to  1875  inclusive,  and  was  president  of  the  board 
for  the  last  four  years  of  the  period;  served  as 
a  school  director  in  Burlington,  and  was  president 
of  the  board  several  years.  He  subscribed  to  the 
stock  of  all  the  plank  roads  and  all  the  railroads 
built  into  or  out  of  Burlin<?ton.  He  contributed  to 
the  building  of  the  First  Congregational  church  in 
Burlington,  as  well  as  to  the  present  edifice,  and 
gave  much  of  his  time,  for  three  years,  to  the 
8ux)er vision  of  the  work  of  build! nfif.  He  was 
for  many  years  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  this  church. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  always  a  toiler,  hard- 
-working  with  hands,  as  well  as  with  brains, 
at  whatever  he  undertook,  and  he  followed 
this  practice  after  he  became  an  octoge- 
narian. He  had  a  remarkably  robust  frame 
and  great  vigor  and  physical  energy, 
as  well  as  great  power  of  endurance.  His 
chief  interests  centered  in  his  family.  At 
an  early  period  in  his  married  life  he 
built  a  fine  residence,  which  he  occupied 
until  his  death.  On  June  15,  1892,  he  was 
stricken  with  apoplexy.  He  lingered  nearly 
three  years  and  died  suddenly  of  a  second 
stroke  April  22,  1895,  in  his  87th  year.  He 
is  buried  in  Aspen  Grove  cemetery. 


PALMER,  Luke,  Jr.,  was  born  Novem- 
ber 20,  1851,  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
attended  the  public  schools,  later  Knox 
academy,  and  finally  graduated  at  Knox 
college,  Galesburg,  III.,  in  June,  1872, 
taking  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  three  years 
later  that  of  A.  M. 

He  spent  the  following  year  chiefly  in  physical 
labor,  though  he  visited  Colorado  and  spent  some 
time  in  reading  elementary  law.  In  1873  he  en- 
tered Harvard  law  school,  passed  the  examination 
for  the  second  year,  but  chose  to  enter  the  law 
office  of  N.  O.  Berry,  of  Boston,  and  attended 
lectures  at  Boston  law  school,  where  he  graduated 
in  June,  1875,  taking  degree  of  LL.  B.  He 
returned  to  Burlington,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  practiced  three  years  and  determined  to  go  to 


Colorado.  His  father,  who  had  paid  the  expense 
of  his  education,  had  suffered  a  heavy  fire  loss  and 
the  young  man  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  his  way 
alone.  With  but  little  money  he  went  to  Colorado, 
and,  finding  no  suitable  opening  for  his  profession, 
owing  to  his  ignorance  of  mining  terms,  he  turned 
his  attention  to  making  a  living  by  physical  labor. 


chiefly  at  mining  and  prospecting,"  also  spending 
some  time  in  reading  mining  law.  In  1881  he 
opened  a  law  office  in  Georgetown,  Colo.  Soon 
after «7ards  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Judge 
Thomas  Mitchell.  He  also  arranged  to  assist  Hon. 
R.  S.  Morrison  in  compiling  a  series  of  fifteen 
volumes  of  Mining  Reports,  covering  the  decisions 
of  all  the  courts  of  last  resort  in  this  country  and 
England.  In  the  preface  to  this  work,  the  author 
gives  credit  to  Mr.  Palmer  **  for  faithful  co-oper- 
ation in  the  selection  of  the  cases  printed  and  the 
preparation  of  the  same  for  publication."  Mr. 
Palmer  also  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  ^'  Mor- 
rison's Colorado  Digest,"  published  in  1884. 
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Mr.  Prtimer  was  Lwice  elided  lo  the  o(Iic«)  of 
county  judge  of  Clear  Creek  county,  Colo.,  but 
resljniea  in  the  fifth  year  of  service  to  return 
to  Burlington,  where  the  increasing  age  of  his 
father  and  the  failing  health  of  his  mother  made 
his  presence  necessary.  Soon  after  entering  upon 
his  duties  as  judge,  Mr.  Palmer  married  Miss  Em- 
ma A.  Dunn,  of  Galesburg,  111.,  who  had  been  his 
classmate  in  Knox  college,  and  graduated  with  him. 
She  resigned  a  position  as  instructor  in  the  Latin 
language  before  her  marriage.  The  union  was 
a  happy  one  until  the  death  ofMrs.  Palmer  in  1892. 
There  were  no  children  born  of  this  marriage,  but 
it  happened  that  Bessie  and  Helen  Clendenin,  the 
young  children  of  Mrs.  Palmer's  deceased  sister, 
found  a  home  for  several  years  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Palmer. 

Since  Mr.  Palmer  returned  to  Burlington,  he 
has  engaged  only  to  a  limited  extent  in  Ir^w  prac- 
tice, but  nas  given  most  of  his  time  to  the  man- 
agement of  real  estate.  He,  with  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  J.  A.  Strodel,  rearranged  the  files  and  re- 
indexed  the  records  of  the  clerk's  office  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  Des  Moines  county  in  the  years  1895 
and  1896,  under  contract  with  the  board  of  super- 
visors, and  at  the  instance  of  the  bar  of  Des  Moines 
county.  Mr.  Palmer  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Congregational  church 
since  January,  1890.  On  April  28,  1897,  Mr.  Palm- 
er and  Miss  Marian  E.  Starr,  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  W.  Starr,  of  Burlington,  were  united  in 
marriage.    Mrs.  Palmer  died  February  11,  1898. 


DUBBERT,  Bernhard,  director  of  the 
conservatory  of  music  in  Upper  Iowa 
university,  at  Payette,  la.,  is  one  of  the 
finest  musicians  in  the  northwest,  and  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  study- 
ing the  art  he  so  much  loves. 

He  is  a  German,  and  inherits  much  of  his  talent 
from  his  father,  August  Dubbert,  who  was  a  skilled 
musician,  and  played  the  pipe  organ  in  the 
Evangelical  church  of  his  native  village  for  many 
years.  He  was  also  a  public  school  teacher  of  no 
ordinary  ability,  and  taught  for  over  fifty  years, 
forty-eight  of  which  were  spent  in  the  town  of 
Sonneborn,  Germany,  where  he  died  December  9, 
1893.  He  was  born  January  24,  1824,  in  Eibrinxson. 
Professor  Dubbert*s  mother,  Christine  Wieneke, 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Sonneborn,  January  17, 
1820,  and  died  there  June  12,  1889.  She  was  an 
intelligent,  cultivated  woman,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  education  of  her  five  sons,  all  of  whom 
grew  up  to  be  useful,  public  spirited  men. 

Prof.  Bernhard  Dubbert  is  the  youngest 
of  these  five  sons,  and  was  bom  December 
19, 1861,  in  Sonneborn,  the  little  town  where 
his  parents  spent  most  of  their  lives.  This 
village  is  situated  in  northern  Germany, 
in  the  little  principality  of  Lippe  Detmold, 
which  is  a  part  of  the  province  of  West- 
phalia, or  as  the  Germans  call  it,  West- 
fahlen.  Here,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
known  as  the  Teutoburger  Wald,  and  near 
the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Wesser  river,  he 
attended  the  school  taught  so  well  by  his 
father;  and  until  he  was  15  years  old  he 
had  no  other  instructor.     While  very  young 


he  exhibited  a  marked  degree  of  ability  in 
music. 

Under  his  father's  enthusiastic  super- 
vision, young  Bernhard  rapidly  progressed 
in  music,  as  well  as  in  his  other  studies.  In 
1877,  at  the  age  of  16,  he  came  to  America, 
where  a  brother  and  cousin  had  preceded 
him  in  1871.  For  several  years  he  worked 
on  a  farm  in  Grant  county,  Wis.,  improving 
what  few  opportunities  he  had  to  attend 
school.  During  this  period,  his  love  for 
music  never  grew  less  intense,  and  many  a 
spare  moment  was  spent  in  practice  and 
study.  In  1884  he  left  the  farm  and  for 
two  years  gave  lessons  on  the  piano  and 
organ  at  Fennimore,  a  town  in  the  county 
where  he  had  been  working.  He  came  to 
Iowa,  in  1886,  locating  at  Laurens,  Poca- 
hontas county,  near  where  his  brother  had 
purchased  a  half  section  of  land.  Here  he 
continued  as  a  music  teacher  with  the 
greatest  success,  and  also  dealt  extensively 
in  musical  instruments.  He  gained  a  high 
reputation  as  one  of  the  most  thorough 
instructors  and  musicians  in  northwestern 
Iowa,  where  he  was  widely  known.     He 


spared  no  time  nor  opportunity  to  make 
visits  to  Chicago  for  further  study  and 
hearing  some  of  the  greatest  musical  works 
performed,  and  also  such  leading  pianists  of 
the  world  as  Dr.  Hans  Van  BOlow,  I. 
Paderewski,  Eugene  D 'Albert  and  others. 
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In  short,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  termed 
a  musical  enthusiast.  In  December,  1894, 
he  was  offered  a  position  as  director  of  the 
conservatory  of  music  at  Upper  Iowa 
university  at  Fayette,  which  he  accepted 
and  has  since  remained  there.  By  faithful, 
conscientious,  enthusiastic  work,  he  has  not 
only  won  the  admiration  of  those  about  him, 
but  has  succeeded  in  building  up  the  musical 
department  and  creating  such  an  interest 
in  it  that  the  attendance  is  now  nearly 
twice  what  it  was  before  became  to  Payette. 
Professor  Dubbert  was  married  August 
18,  1893,  to  Miss  Minnie  E.  West,  of  Lake 
Park,  Iowa,  whom  he  met  as  a  teacher  in 
Sutherland,  O'Brien  county.  She,  too,  is  a 
musician,  and  has  a  voice  of  rare  sweetness. 
She  was  a  pupil  of  the  professor's  for  some 
time  previous  to  their  marriage.  They 
have  two  children,  Ruth  Christine,  who  was 
bom  at  Laurens,  June  15,  1894,  and  a  little 
son,  Rudolph  August,  born  September  13, 
1897,  at  Payette,  Iowa. 


SCHUELBR,  Adalbert,  of  Keokuk,  is 
one  of  the  most  noted  musical  instructors 
and  musical  composers  of  the  state.  He  is 
of  German  stock,  having  been  born  in 
Freiburg,  in  the  grand  duchy  of  Baden, 
Germany,  December  16,  1846. 

His  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  thermometers, 
barometers,  and  all  kinds  of  glass  vessels  for  the 
measurement  of  liquids.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Anna  Wissert,  was  twice  married.  Her 
first  husband  was  named  Sutter,  a  relative  to  the 
Sutter  who  first  discovered  gold  in  California.  To 
this  union  there  were  two  daughters.  Her  second 
marriage  resulted  in  four  sons,  of  whom  A.  Schueler 
is  the  oldest  but  one.  Both  parents  were  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  where  their  ancestors  lived  for 
generations  before  them.  They  are  distinctly  a 
family  of  musicians.  The  boys,  excepting  the 
eldest,  were  singers  in  the  cathedral  choir  of  Frei- 
burg, where  the  alto  part  is  sung  exclusively  by 
boys,  until  the  time  of  changing  voice.  A  younger 
brother.  Otto,  became  a  solo  violinist  of  consider- 
able note.  He  came  to  Keokuk  in  1869,  lived  there 
till  1873,  and  later  became  the  leader  of  the  or- 
chestra and  Liederkranz  society  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
where  be  died  in  1885. 

In  his  youth  Adalbert  Schueler  attended  the 
public  schools  for  eight  years,  then  entered  upon 
the  study  of  the  higher  branches  and  the  languages. 
At  16  be  entered  a  teacher's  seminary,  having  de- 
cided to  become  a  pedagogue.  He  completed  the  four 
years'  course,  which  included,  as  does  the  course  of 
every  (rerman  normal  school,  a  fine  education  in 
music.  Here  he  received  instruction  on  the  violin, 
piano,  and  organ,  as  well  as  in  singing,  harmony, 
and  rudimentary  composition.  In  April,  1865,  he 
received  bis  diploma  as  teacher,  and  was  installed 
as  such  soon  thereafter.  This  position  he  held  until 
1867,  at  which  time  he  came  to  America,  locating 
at  Keokuk.  He  was  engaged  in  giving  private 
lessons  in  music  there  for  three  vears,  homing  at 
the  same  time  the  position  of  teacher  of  German  in 


the  public  schools,  also  serving  as  organist  of  the 
First  Baptist  church.  During  the  following  three 
vears  every  dollar  possible  was  saved  from  his  earn- 
ings for  the  gratification  of  an  early  ambition  to 
become  a  thorough  teacher  of  music. 

In  the  summer  of  1870  he  went  to  Germany, 
entering  the  conservatory  of  music  at  Leipsic  in 


the  fall  of  that  year.  Here  he  studied  under 
Professors  Wenzel,  Coccius,  Herrmann,  Paul,  Pap» 
peritz,  Richter,  Jadassohn,  and  Reinecke,  organ, 
piano,  singing,  harmony,  thorough  bass,  fugue, 
counterpoint,  instrumentation,  and  composiflon. 
Besides  being  a  student  at  the  conservatory  he  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  university  on  anatomy  of  the 
hand,  physiology  of  the  throat,  music  in  Greece, 
music  in  the  middle  ages,  literature  and  philosophy 
and  logic  under  Ozermak,  Merkel,  Dr.  Paul,  Baum- 
gartner,  and  Drobisch.  After  four  years  of  dili- 
gent study  he  returned  to  Keokuk,  taking  out  at 
that  time  naturalization  papers  and  becoming  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  has  since  resided 
in  Keokuk,  where  he  has  followed  the  vocation  of 
musical  instructor.  He  was  organist  for  nearly 
two  years  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  church, 
and  filled  a  like  position  for  eighteen  years  with 
the  Unitarian  denomination.  In  his  work  as  pri- 
vate teacher  he  has  been  very  successful.  The 
standard  of  music  in  Keokuk  is  a  high  one,  for 
which  much  credit  must  also  be  given  to  Mr. 
Charles  Reps,  who  came  to  that  city  about  ten 
years  prior  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Schueler.  Both  have 
done  good  work  in  a  period  extendinfir  over  forty 
years.  During  the  last  twenty  years  Mr.  Schueler 
has  produced  compositions  of  all  kinds— for  voice, 
piano,  violin,  violincello,  trios,  quartettes,  and  over- 
tures and  operas.  His  latest  composition  is  a  song, 
'^The  Rose  of  Iowa,"  composed  since  the  wild  rose 
has  been  declared  the  floral  emblem  of  the  state. 
Although  taking  a  great  interest  in 
politics,  the  professor  is  not  a  partisan, 
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and  votes  for  whom  he  considers  the  best 
man.  He  has  no  preference  among  re- 
ligious sects,  being  a  humanitarian,  if  that 
kind  of  religion  is  in  need  of  a  name.  He 
was  married  in  Germany  in  1876  to  Miss 
Edeline  Preuss,  of  Hanover,  Prussia,  who 
attended  the  conservatory  with  him  at 
Leipsic.  They  have  two  children  living. 
Irma,  the  eldest,  is  preparing  herself  for 
the  vocation  of  solo  violinist.  She  has  spent 
five  years  in  Germany,  and  for  the  last 
three  years  has  been  staying  with  her 
parents,  giving  concerts  and  pursuing  her 
studies  with  her  father.  She  had  studied 
with  Isaye  in  Brussels,  and  is  now  study- 
ing in  Belgium  under  Ovide  Musin.  The 
other  child,  Preuss,  is  17  years  of  age  and 
is  attending  the  high  school  at  his  home, 
keeping  up  his  studies  on  the  violin  the 
while.  The  Schueler  concerts  are  well 
known,  and  the  lovers  of  good  music  de- 
light to  gather  under  the  hospitable  roof 
of  the  professor,  where  a  musical  treat  is 
always  in  store  for  them,  since  the  family 
itself  forms  a  complete  little  orchestra. 
Mr.  Schueler  with  his  family  moved  to 
New  York  city  in  the  fall  of  1898.  The 
family  will  spend  the  summer  of  1899  in 
Keokuk. 


HARVEY,  Charles  B.,  of  Marion, 
Iowa,  well  known  in  that  region  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  is  a  native  of 
Illinois.  His  father,  John  P.  Harvey,  is  a 
farmer  living  near  Aledo,  111.,  and  was 
a  brave  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
He  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Thirtieth 
Illinois  infantry,  and  was  in  the  third  divi- 
sion of  the  seventeenth  army  corps.  He 
never  missed  an  engagement  that  his  com- 
pany was  in;  was  never  wounded  and  was 
never  in  the  hospital.  After  serving  three 
years  and  eleven  months  he  was  mustered 
out  as  a  sergeant.  John  F.  Harvey 's  father, 
Beauchamp  Harvey,  came  to  Illinois  at  an 
early  date,  and  was  of  English  descent. 
He  was  a  very  active  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church. 

Esther  J.  McClure,  the  mother  of  Charles 
B.,  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  JohnMcClure, 
and  was  born  near  Attica,  Ind.,  and  when 
a  little  girl  came  west  to  Illinois  with  her 
father's  family.  Most  of  that  country  was 
then  unsettled  prairie  and  they  came  in 
wagons.  Her  father  was  captain  of  Com- 
pany G,  Thirtieth  Illinois  Veteran  volun- 
teers, and  was  in  the  service  about  three 
years. 

Charles  B.  Harvey  was  born  near  Keiths- 


burg,  on  July  9,  1870.  He  was  rather 
sickly  when  a  child  and  attended  school 
irregularly.  In  1888  he  attended  the  city 
high  school  and  in  1889  the  academy.  He 
then  began  to  prepare  for  commercial  life 
and  entered  the  Iowa  Commercial  college 
at  Davenport.  It  was  there  he  first  came 
in  contact  with  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
association,  although  he  had  previously 
joined  the  Presbyterian  church,  to  which 
his  parents  belonged.  He  found  a  higher 
standard  of  spiritual  life  among  the  young 
men  who  made  up  that  association  than  he 
had  found  in  the  country  church.  Before 
a  year  had  passed  he  felt  a  desire  to  take 


up  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  for  young  men, 
but  no  way  seemed  open  at  the  time. 

In  1891  he  began  work  as  bookkeeper  for 
the  Alpha  nursery,  at  Alpha,  111.  Novem- 
ber, 1893,  he  commenced  work  for  an  uncle, 
Charles  McClure,  in  his  grocery  store  at 
Keithsburg.  While  there  he  found  an  op- 
portunity to  go  into  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  and 
in  October,  1894,  became  assistant  secretary 
at  Davenport,  Iowa.  From  here  he  went  to 
Chicago  to  the  **  Secretarial  Training 
School"  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  in  June, 
1896,  came  to  Marion  as  secretary. 

He  closed  his  work  in  Marion,  December 
31,  1897,  resigning  to  accept  a  call  to  Sab- 
bath school  missionary  work  in  northwest- 
ern Minnesota,  with  headquarters  at  Fergus 
Falls. 
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He  was  married  December  29,  1897,  to 
Miss  Fannie  Grace  Veach,  of  Keithsburg, 
HI.,  at  the  Methodist  parsonage,  by  Rev. 
W.  H.  Witter,  Keithsburg,  111.  Miss  Veach 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  teacher  in  the  Sabbath  school  and 
a  leading  member  of  the  Epworth  League. 
She  was  also  a  member  of  the  choir  for 
about  eight  years,  and  now  aids  her  hus- 
band in  his  work  by  the  power  of  song. 
They  have  one  son,  Louis  Warden,  born 
January  21,  1899. 


SNYDER,  Edward  Allen,  of  Cedar 
Palls,  postmaster  of  Cedar  Falls  and  ed- 
itor of  the  Cedar  Falls  Semi  -  Weekly  Qazette, 
is  a  landmark  in  the  history  of  Iowa  news- 
paperdom.  The  high  moral  tone  and  pro- 
gressive spirit  of  this  paper,  which  has 
been  under  his  direction  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  speak  volumes  for 
his  worth  as  an  editor  and  citizen.  Its 
beneficial  impress  is  universally  acknowl- 
edged, not  only  at  Cedar  Falls,  but  through- 
out all  that  section  of  the  state.  As  a  man 
of  true  principles  in  every  relation  of  life, 
as  a  brave  soldier  of  long  and  honorable 
record,  as  a  citizen  who  could  be  counted 
upon  for  more  than  his  part  of  every  good 
work,  as  an  editor  of  ability  and  pure 
record,  as  a  Christian  man,  true  to  his  pro- 
fession, his  life  is  a  record  of  noble  deeds 
and  purity,  of  moral  character  truly  worthy 
of  emulation. 

He  was  born  at  Cambria,  Pa.,  September  7, 1838. 
At  the  age  of  16  he  was  valedictorian  at  New 
Columbus  academy.  He  attended  Wyoming  sem- 
inary at  Kingston,  Pa.;  Dickenson  seminary  at 
Williamsport,  and  Dixon  college  at  Dixon,  Hi.  He 
was  proficient  in  his  studies,  always  standing  well 
in  hia  classes.  During  the  years  of  his  school  work, 
he  spent  two  years  as  an  apprentice  in  the  printing 
business,  a  part  of  the  time  doing  the  foreman's 
work  on  the  Williamsport  Independent  He  came 
west  to  Dixon,  111.,  in  1858;  taught  and  attended 
school  for  two  years,  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
spending  the  winter  of  1860-1  as  principal  of  one  of 
the  schools  at  Hollidaysburg.  He  delivered  an 
address  while  there  upon  *^  Success  in  Life"  before 
a  large  audience,  which  received  much  commenda- 
tion. 

He  was  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  war, 
and  the  following  July,  at  his  old  home,  made 
an  address  in  advocacy  of  that  belief.  He  returned 
to  his  late  home,  Dixon,  and  enlisted  in  September, 
1861;  became  post  adjutant  of  the  Dement  Phalanx 
until  January,  1862,  when  they  were  ordered  to 
Springfield,  consolidated  with  a  Freeport  refiriment 
under  Col.  John  A.  Davis ~ the  Forty-sixth  Illinois 
Tolunteers,and  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Ft.Donelson, 
where  great  exposure  was  endured.  He  was  in  both 
days'  fighting  at  Shiloh;  took  part  in  the  siege  of 
Corinth  and  battle  of  Hatchee  river;  was  subse- 
quently commissioned  from  a  private  over  the  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  company  as  second 


lieutenant,  the  commission  having  conspicuously 
upon  it  these  words:  **  Promoted  for  meritorious 
service  at  Ft.  Donelson  and  Shiloh.  *' 

He  was  later  detailed  for  service  as  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  signal  corps,  and  at  Vicksburg 
sent  the  first  messages  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman 
made  use  of  in  the  west,  by  opening  communication 
late  during  the  first  night  of  the  investment,  for 
General  Sherman,  with  Admiral  Porter's  fleet 
seven  miles  up  the  Mississippi  river.  He  served  in 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee  and  was  mustered  out  at 
Nashville  in  the  winter  of  1864-5.  He  has  been 
commander  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Cedar  Falls 
and  a  delegate  to  the  national  G.  A.  R.  encamp- 
ment. 

He  first  commenced  business  after  the  war  as  a 
surveyor  at  Dixon,  but  shortly  removed  to  Clinton, 
Iowa,  where  he  made  a  profitable  trade  of  a  tract  of 
timber  land  purchased  by  him,  located  in  Wiscon- 


sin, and  in  the  spring  of  1866  erected  a  store  build- 
ing and  stocked  it  with  groceries,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Snyder  Brothers  &  San  tee.  In  the  early 
part  of  1867  he  moved  to  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  and  his  brother,  C.  W.  Snyder, 
purchased  the  Cedar  Falls  OazetU  in  1868.  He  was 
associate  editor  until  1869,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  editor.  He  was  elected  county  surveyor  in 
1870,  and  held  that  position  for  four  years.  For  the 
past  eighteen  years  he  has  devoted  his  entire  time 
to  the  editorial  work  of  the  paper,  and  it  has  be- 
come one  of  the  substantial  newspapers  of  the  state. 
It  is  now  published  as  a  semi- weekly .  He  has  been 
a  republican  ever  since  the  birth  of  the  party;  was 
in  the  Chicago  convention  at  the  time  Lincoln  was 
nominated;  cast  his  first  ballot  for  him,  and  has 
voted  for  every  republican  president  since  that 
time.  In  1899  he  was  appointed  by  President  Mc- 
Kinley  to  be  postmaster  of  Cedar  Falls.  He  has 
been  an  earnest  temperance  worker;  conducted,  in 
a  large  measure,  the  prohibitory  amendment  cam- 
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paign  in  Black  Hawk  county  in  1882,  and  made 
many  addresses.  In  later  years  was  untiring  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  law.  The  freedom  of  Cedar 
Falls  from  the  iniquitous  saloon  and  the  enviable 
reputation  of  that  city  as  to  morals  is  admitted  as 
being  largely  due  to  bis  fearless  prosecution  and 
earnest  work  with  law  and  pen. 

He  has  been  active  in  church  and  Sabbath 
school  work  for  forty  years;  a  teacher  and 
class  leader  for  over  thirty  years.  In  1887 
was  elected  as  a  lay  delegate,  with  Hon. 
J.  P.  Farley,  of  Dubuque,  as  his  colleague, 
by  the  Upper  Iowa  conference,  M.  E. 
church,  to  the  general  conference  which 
sat  in  New  York  during  May,  1888,  and 
served  on  important  committees.  He  is 
a  member  of  several  fraternal  orders;  a 
Master  Mason  and  Knight  Templar. 

He  was  married  September  25,  1867,  at 
Cedar  Falls  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Cameron. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  them,  the 
oldest  dying  at  the  age  of  7  years.  The 
younger  is  married,  and  a  sweet  grand- 
child gladdens  the  home  of  the  parents  and 
grandparents.  They  have  a  fine  residence 
on  the  most  sightly  spot  in  that  beautiful 
city  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  there  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snyder  faithfully  ministered  to  the  comfort 
of  her  parents,  one  of  whom  was  helpless 
from  paralysis  for  more  than  eleven  years. 
Since  their  death,  the  same  dutiful  care 
is  being  given  to  the  venerable  father, 
aged  90  years,  of  this  subject,  and  step- 
mother. 


PUGH,  Robert  Wood,  born  August  29, 
1858,  near  Muscatine,  Iowa.  His  father, 
Jonathan  G.  Pugh,  was  born  at  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  January  12,  1825,  and  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  in  1849, 
with  his  brother,  Dr.  J.  W.  Pugh,  went  to 
California,  where  they  were  quite  success- 
ful and  after  a  few  months  returned  with  a 
good  supply  of  gold  dust.  The  next  sea- 
son the  two  returned  by  team  on  the  over- 
land route  to  California.  J.  W.  settled 
there  and  became  a  prominent  and  influen- 
tial man  in  the  community.  He  was  elected 
to  the  legislature  of  that  state  and  chosen 
speaker  of  the  house.  Jonathan  G.  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  in  1854  he  made  a  trip 
to  Iowa  and  entered  a  large  tract  of  gov- 
ernment land  in  Poweshiek  and  Mahaska 
counties  and  later  removed  to  Iowa.  No- 
vember 25,  1857,  he  was  married  at  Musca- 
tine, Iowa,  to  Miss  Harriet  V.  Baker,  who 
was  a  school  teacher,  and  the  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Clarinda  Baker,  of  Bainbridge, 
Ohio.  They  settled  on  a  farm  near  Musca- 
tine, Iowa,  and  Mr.  Pugh  became  largely 
engaged  in  the  stock  business. 


Robert  Wood  is  their  oldest  son.  His 
education  began  at  home  under  his  moth- 
er's instruction  and  was  later  continued  in 
the  country  schools.  His  success  in  life 
has  been  largely  due  to  the  excellent  in- 
struction, advice,  and  care  she  bestowed 
upon  him  in  boyhood.  In  1876  the  family 
removed  to  their  farm  near  Deep  River,  in 
Poweshiek  county.  R.  W.  soon  afterward 
attended  a  normal  institute  and  secured  a 
certificate  to  teach.  After  teaching  a  few 
terms  he  took  a  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Southern  Iowa  normal,  at  Bloomfield.  For 
several  years  he  worked  on  the  farm  in 
summer  and  taught  school  in  the  winter. 
In  the  years  1880  and  1881  he  taught  school 
in  Kansas.  Returning  to  Iowa,  he  con- 
tinued teaching.  In  1882  he  went  to  school 
at  the  Iowa  City  academy  and  afterwards 
returned  to  teaching.  He  was  a  close  stu- 
dent and  an  excellent  teacher.  In  1885  he 
was  professor  of  penmanship  and  book- 
keeping in  the  Iowa  City  academy  for  two 
terms.  In  1884  he  decided  to  study  law, 
and,  procuring  some  books,  gave  his  lei- 
sure hours  to  reading  law.     In  September, 


1885,  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
State  university  and  graduated  in  June, 

1886,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  1886 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Williamsburg,  Iowa,  where  he  has 
remained  to  the  present  time. 
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He  has  served  as  mayor  of  the  town, 
secretary  of  the  school  board,  and  trustee 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  church. 

In  1896  he  served  as  one  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  supreme  court  to  ex- 
amine the  students  of  the  class  of  1896  at 
the  State  University  of  Iowa  for  admission 
to  the  bar. 

He  was  married  at  Williamsburg,  Iowa, 
December  24,  1888,  to  Miss  Mary  H.  Long, 
a  schoo]  teacher,  and  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Catharine  T.  Long.  They  have  four 
children,  Helen,  Robert  E.,  John  and  Mary 
L.  The  Longs  were  early  settlers  of  Iowa 
county,  and  came  from  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Pugh  is  an  able  lawyer,  has  a  large 
practice,  and  a  wide  reputation  as  a  com- 
mercial lawyer.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  State  Bar  association,  which  he 
helx>ed  to  organize.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Commercial  Law  League  of  America. 
He  is  an  active  republican  and  a  good  cam- 
paign speaker.  In  the  campaign  of  1896 
he  was  a  member  of  the  county  central 
committee  and  in  the  fall  of  189*8  was 
elected  county  attorney  of  Iowa  county. 
Mr.  Pugh  is  a  genial  man,  always  ready  to 
accommodate  a  friend,  and  modest  and 
unassuming  in  his  manners. 


BARTOW,  George  L.,  of  Sigourney, 
was  born  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  county, 
Iowa,  in  1860,  where  he  lived  until  he  was 
18  years  old.  His  father's  name  was 
George  P.  Bartow,  a  native  of  Ohio,  com- 
ing to  this  state  in  1851,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  He  was  married  in  1856 
to  Susan  Baker,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  came 
to  Iowa  with  her  parents  in  1853  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  county.  She  is 
still  living  in  the  town  of  Richland,  Iowa. 

After  receiving  an  academic  education, 
Mr.  Bartow  took  up  the  study  of  medicine, 
graduating  from  Scuder*s  Eclectic  school 
of    medicine  in    Cincinnati,   Ohio,   which 

Profession  he  followed  until  his  death, 
►ctober  28,  1888.  He  was  iu  good  financial 
circumstances  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
owning  500  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  county, 
and  considerable  town  property.  George 
began  his  education  as  most  boys  do  on 
a  farm,  working  in  the  summer  and  attend- 
ing school  in  the  winter.  In  1883  he 
ent'ered  the  Pleasant  Plain  academy,  grad- 
uating from  that  institution  in  1886  after 
completing  a  three-years*  course.  After 
leaving  the  academy  he  taught  school  for 
fourteen  terms,  being  principal  of  the* 
Richland    and    Martinsburg    schools.^    In 


1887  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the 
town  of  Richland  by  President  Arthur, 
holding  the  office  for  one  year.  He  was 
appointed  railway  postal  clerk  on  the 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Kansas  City  railway  postal 
route  by  President  Cleveland,  which  posi- 


tion he  held  until  the  first  of  January, 
1890.  He  then  resigned  from  the  mail 
service  to  become  county  superintendent 
of  schools  of  Keokuk  county,  to  which 
office  he  had  been  elected  at  the  previous 
election.  This  position  he  held  four  years, 
being  re-elected  in  1892.  After  leaving 
this  office  he  again  entered  school  work, 
being  principal  of  the  Thornburg  schools 
for  some  time.  He  then  became  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Sigourney  Review, 
the  official  paper  of  Keokuk  county.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Pfaff,  of  Sig- 
ourney, April  10, 1890.  She  was  one  of  the 
primary  teachers  in  the  Sigourney  schools. 
They  have  two  children,  Vora  S.,  born 
July  20,  1892.  and  Vera  A.,  born  January 
22,  1894.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church. 

Mr.  Bartow  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
May  12,  1897,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Gambell  &  Bartow,  Sigourney, 
Mr.  Gambell  being  county  attorney  of 
Keokuk  county. 


SENNEPP,  John  Albert,  of  Manilla, 
is  the  son  of  Joel  F.  Senneff,  a  farmer  of 
Carroll  county.  111.  His  father  was  from 
Pennsylvania,   and  was  one  of  the  early 
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settlers  of  Illinois,  and  acquired  a  com- 
fortable property.  John's  mother  was  El- 
len Boyts  before  her  marriage,  and  her 
parents  came  from  Pennsylvania  also,  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  in  Carroll 
county,  111.     John  was  born  April  1,  1876, 


der  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
of  the  law  alumni  of  N.  I.  L.  S. 


and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  his 
father's  farm,  where  he  acquire^  habits  of 
industry  and  economy.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  begun  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  period,  and  continued  at  Morrison 
during  the  winters  of  1893-4.  When  the 
time  came  to  choose  an  occupation  he  de- 
cided to  fit  himself  for  the  legal  profes- 
sion, and  in  1895  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  college  at  Valparaiso,  Ind. 
Here  he  pursued  his  studies  industriously 
for  two  years,  graduating  in  June,  1897, 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Crescent  Literary  society, 
and  recognized  as  one  of  its  most  able 
orators.  He  taught  school  for  some  time 
before  entering  the  law  school,  earning 
money  to  pay  his  expenses.  In  January, 
1898,  he  came  to  Iowa  to  enter  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  company  with 
his  former  classmate,  A.  L.  Freelove. 
They  located  in  Britt,  Hancock  county, 
and  began  to  build  up  a  good  practice.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican,  and  in  college 
debates  supported  his  belief  with  reasons 
and  arguments  for  his  faith.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church  and  of  the  or- 


FREELOVE,  Arthur  Loyd,  is  the  son 
of  Madison  B.  and  Mary  Gounclery  Free- 
love.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Rutland, 
Vt.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and 
his  early  life  was  spent  in  Troy,  Pa.  For 
several  years  he  lived  at  Great  Lakes.  The 
greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  farm- 
ing and  dealing  in  real  estate,  at  which  he 
accumulated  a  comfortable  property,  but 
misfortune  swept  it  away  in  later  years. 
He  died  in  1897.  His  wife,  Mary  Goun- 
clery, was  a  native  of  New  York.  Her 
father  was  of  English  and  her  mother  of 
German  descent.  They  settled  in  Iowa  in 
1858.  Arthur  was  born  at  Arcadia,  in  Car- 
roll county,  November  24,  1873.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  boyhood, 
and  graduated  from  the  high  school  at 
Manning  in  1891.  The  principal,  Sarah  L. 
Garrett,  was  an  excellent  instructor,  and 
directed  the  aims  of  her  students  towards 
right  living,  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
and  the  desire  to  lead  useful  lives.     After 


leaving  the  high  school  Arthur  L.  taught 
in  the  public  schools  for  three  years,  and 
served  as  a  clerk  in  Manning  for  one  year. 
When  a  boy  he  was  industrious,  working  at 
anything  that  would  help  to  get  the  means 
to  pay  his  way  in  acquiring  a  good  educa- 
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tion.  He  finally  determined  to  make  law 
his  occupation,  and  in  order  to  become 
well  equipped  for  the  profession  he  en- 
tered the  Northern  Indiana  Law  School  at 
Valparaiso,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
June,  1897,  and  soon  afterwards  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  supreme  and  fed- 
eral courts  of  the  state  of  Indiana.  Early 
in  1898  he  entered  into  partnership  with  a 
former  classmate,  John  A.  Senneff,  and 
the  young  lawyers  located  in  Britt,  Han- 
cock county,  to  begin  .their  professional 
work,  succeeding  to  the  practice  of  L.  D. 
Womeldorf.  In  politics  Mr.  Freelove  is  a 
republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian church.  He  belongs  to  the  order  of 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  to  the 
alumni  of  N.  I.  L.  S.  Mr.  Freelove  was 
married  January  11,  1899,  to  Miss  Alma 
Franke,  of  Manning,  Iowa. 


FORBES,  James  Madison,  a  leading 
attorney  and  politician  of  Jefferson,  is  of 
English,  Scotch  and  German  descent. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  Alexander 
Forbes,  was  born  in  Scotland  about  1755, 
but  came  to  America  while  quite  young, 
settling  in  Pennsylvania.  John  Forbes, 
James' grandfather,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1790.  In  1824  be  married  Eliza- 
beth Jaimeson,  who  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1800  Her  mother's  name  was 
Nancy  Magee.  James'  father  was  Andrew 
Forbes,  who  was  born  near  Middleton, 
Washington  county.  Pa.,  March  8,  1825, 
and  died  August  16,  1898.  Early  in  life  he 
moved  to  Steubenville,  Ohio,  and  in  1852 
came  to  Illinois  on  a  steamboat,  via  the 
Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Illinois  rivers.  He 
was  married  June  22,  1854,  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  Bloomington,  to  Christy  Ann 
McMillan,  who  was  born  in  Guernsey 
county,  Ohio,  November  12,  1829.  Her 
father,  James  McMillan,  was  a  mechanic, 
and  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  steam - 
boating  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  buying  and  selling  flour.  Her 
mother,  Hannah  Atkinson,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  1801,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Atkinson,  an  English  Quaker,  and 
Sarah  Pullinger,  of  German  descent,  born 
about  1770.  Sarah's  father  was  a  German 
blacksmith,  who  was  of  great  service  to 
the  colonists  during  the  revolution. 

J.  M.  Forbes  was  born  September  26, 
1860,  near  Bloomington,  111.,  and  was  one 
of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
He  attended  district  school  until  he  was  17 
years  old,  when  he  entered  the  Illinois 


Wesleyan  university  at  Bloomington.  He 
remained  there  only  one  year,  and  in  1880 
began  teaching.  He  received  his  first  cer- 
tificate from  Prof.  William  Hawley  Smith, 
the  author  of  **The  Evolution  of  Dodd." 
He  attended  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal 
school  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  from  1884  to 
1885,  and  in  the  same  year  removed  to  Jef- 
ferson, Iowa,  where  he  again  engaged  in 
teaching.  In  1887  he  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  A.  M.  Head,  remaining 
there  six  months  when  he  continued  his 
studies  in  the  office  of  Russell  &  Toliver. 
He  entered  upon  the  senior  law  course  of 
Drake  university  at  Des  Moines  in  the  fall 
of  1888,  and  graduated  in  June  1889,  with 


the  degree  LL.  B.  He  began  the  active 
practice  of  the  law  at  Jefferson  in  1891. 
He  has  made  a  specialty  of  commercial  law 
and  of  real  estate,  of  which  he  is  a  clever 
holder  in  Jefferson.  Aside  from  his  su- 
burban residence  he  owns  a  number  of  ten- 
ant properties  and  a  quarter  section  of 
land  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Forbes  has  always  been  a  conserva- 
tive republican.  In  1894  he  was  secretary 
of  the  county  central  committee  of  Greene 
county,  and  in  1895  was  elected  chairman. 
In  1896  he  was  president  of  the  McKinley 
Sound  Money  club  of  that  place.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Jefferson  board  of  education.      He  is  a 
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member  of  I.  O.  O.  P.  Lodge  No.  315,  and 
in  1895  was  one  of  a  committee  of  three  se- 
lected by  the  Jefferson  Improvement  com- 
pany who  visited  the  grand  lodge  at  Mar- 
shalltown  and  aided  in  securing  the  loca- 
tion of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  orphans'  home  at 
Jefferson.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
church. 

Mr.  Forbes  was  married  October  31, 
1889,  to  Miss  Ida  A.  Williams,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  M.  Williams,  old  settlers 
of  Jefferson.  Mrs.  Williams  died  of  peri- 
tonitis the  6th  of  December,  1897,  at  the 
age  of  67  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbes 
have  no  children. 


SAUNDERS,  Charles  George,  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
is  a  man  who  by  hard  study,  natural  busi- 
ness ability,  energy  and  willingness  to 
work,  has  won  for  himself  a  place  among 
the  most  successful  lawyers  of  the  state. 

His  parents,  George  W.  and  Mary  E.  (Walker) 
Saunders,  were  born  in  England,  the  father  com- 
ing to  this  country  at  the  age  of  14  and  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  5  years.  They  with  their  parents 
settled  in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  and  were  married 
at  Westmoreland,  in  that  county,  April  21,  1860, 
aind  here  Charles  G.  was  born  April  10, 1861.  After 
his  marriage,  (reorge  W.  Saunders  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  until  the  spring  of  1868,  when 
he  removed  to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  PaclQc  Rail- 
way company  as  the  foreman  of  a  large  gang  of 
construction  men.  Having  a  family  of  five  sons 
and  two  daughters  and  not  wishing  to  rear  his  boys 
in  town  and  about  a  railroad,  be  resigned  his  po- 
sition and  moved  upon  a  farm  near  Stuart.  In  the 
fall  of  1875  he  removed  to  Vail,  Crawford  county, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1879,  bought  a  half-secbion  of  land 
near  the  town  of  Manilla.  To  this  tract  he  made 
addition?  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  19, 1896,  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  citizens,  most  prominent  and  wealthy  farm- 
ers of  his  county.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church  and  lived  a  consistent  and  charitable 
Christian  life  and  died  universally  mourned  in  the 
community  where  he  lived.  Mrs.  Saunders,  a  de- 
vout Christian  woman,  whose  chief  object  in  life 
was  to  hold  the  love  of  her  husband  and  children, 
now  resides  in  Manilla. 

Charles  G.  attended  the  village  school  at  West- 
moreland, N.  Y.,  one  year  before  his  parents  came 
west,  and  after  that  attended  the  ordinary  country 
schools  for  some  time.  From  a  mere  child  he  was 
consumed  with  a  desire  for  books  and  before  he 
was  ten  years  old  had  read  Harriet  Beecher 
Stowe's  work,  "Dred,  a  Tale  of  the  Dismal  Swamp,'* 
Greeley's  '^American  Conflict"  and  several  other 
works  of  a  similar  character.  While  his  parents 
were  residents  of  Vail,  he  had  access  to  the  care- 
fully selected  private  library  of  Mr.  James  P. 
Fitch,  and  there  obtained  a  stock  of  informa- 
tion that  has  always  been  of  great  benefit  to 
him.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Vail  from 
two  to  three  months  during  the  winters  of  1878, 
1879  and  1880,  riding  on  horseback  a  distance  of 
three  to  four  and  one-half  miles.    During  the  win- 


ter of  1880-81,  he  took  care  of  a  team  of  horses  and 
taught  country  school  three  miles  away.  When 
he  received  his  order  for  $35,  his  first  month's 
wages,  he  felt  richer,  he  says,  than  he  ever  can 
again.  That  winter  he  saved  $100  and  the  next 
winter  taught  again  and  saved  another  $100.  The 
next  spring,  1882,  he  was  21  vears  of  age  and  Sep- 
tember 15th,  of  that  year,  he  entered  Drake  uni- 
versity, at  Des  Moines.  He  had  $350  and  on«  suit 
of  clothes.  He  remained  in  that  school  four  vears, 
partly  working  his  way  through  and  graduating  in 
the  classical  course,  June  15th,  1886.  During  his 
senior  year  he  was  editor  of  **  The  JDelphiCj^*  the 
organ  of  the  universitv  and  was  one  of  the  active 
members  of  the  Philomathean  society  while  in 
school.  In  his  sophomore  year  he  was  chosen  by 
the  faculty  as  chairman  of  the  oratorical  delegation 
that  went  to  the  state  oratorical  contest,  and  acted  in 
the  same  capacity  the  following  year.  After  leaving 
school,  and  in  the  summer  of  1886,  he  oommenced 
to  read  law  with  Judge  C.  C.  Nourse,  of  Des 
Moines,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  became  princi- 
pal of  one  of  the  schools  in  south  Des  Moines,  but 
kept  up  his  law  work,  reading  nights  and  Satur- 
days. He  taught  school  nine  months,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1887,  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
State  university  and  graduated  in  June,  1888.  The 
committee  appointed  by  the  supreme  court  to  ex- 
amine the  class,  said  he  passed  the  best  examina- 
tion of  any  member  of  the  class.  He  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  law  in  Council  Bluffs  in  October, 
1888.    In  December  of  the  same  year  he  entered 


the  law  office  of  Stone  &  Sims,  a  firm  composed  of 
Jacob  Sims  and  John  Y.  Stone,  one  of  the  leading 
firms  in  the  city.  Ib  August,  1890,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Jacob  Sims.  The  firm  dissolved 
in  1892,  since  which  time  he  has  been  alone.  In 
November,  1894,  he  was  elected  county  attorney  of 
Pottawattamie  county,  and  was  re-elected  in  1896, 
running  several  hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket 
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both  times.  In  1898  he  was  tendered  the  nomi- 
nation for  a  third  term,  but  declined.  He  has  been 
very  successful  as  a  prosecutor  and  has  lost  very 
few  cases.  He  is  the  attorney  for  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  Railway  company  and  represents  several 
other  very  important  interests. 

Mr.  Saunders  has  been  a  very  enthusiastic  re- 
publican all  his  life,  and  an  active  campaigner.  He 
nas  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  public 
speakers  and  orators  in  the  western  part  of  the 
state,  having  been  very  active  in  convention  work 
and  having  presided  over  several  county  conven- 
tions and  also  over  the  congressional  convention  in 
that  district,  in  1894.  February  1,  1896,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Drake  as  a  member  of  his  per- 
sonal staff  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  He 
also  received  the  appointment  of  judge  advocate 
general  from  Governor  Shaw.  He  has  twice  been 
elected  a  trustee  of  Drake  university  by  the  alumni 
of  that  school. 

Mr.  Saunders  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  lodge,  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  chancel- 
lor commander  of  the  local  lodge,  a  Mason  and  a 
Tery  active  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  He  has  been  delegate  to  the  head  camps 
of  that  order  for  several  years,  serving  as  state  con- 
sul and  a  member  of  the  board  of  auditors  of  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  Saunders  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Flora  ^ewkirk,  at  Delta,  Iowa, 
July  2,  1890.  The  marriage  was  the  result  of  an 
acquaintance  formed  when  both  were  students  at 
Drake  university.  They  have  two  daughters.  Vera, 
born  September  25,  1891,  and  Marian,  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1894. 


curred  in  1893.  They  had  no  children.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  December,  1866. 
In  1867-8  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors,  and  was  elected  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  in  1880.  He  held  this  office 
six  years  and  until  the  court  was  abol-' 


LEWIS,  Judge  W.  R.,  of  Montezuma, 
is  a  man  of  very  genial  and  affable  man- 
ners, and  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the 
state.  He  is  of  Welsh  and  German  descent, 
and  was  born  in  Muskingum  county.  Ohio, 
October  12,  1835.  In  1849  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  C5oshocton  county,  Ohio.  In 
1856  he  went  to  central  Illinois,  remaining 
in  Peoria,  Marshall  and  Stark  counties  for 
about  one  year,  teaching  in  the  winter  and 
working  at  the  carpenter  trade  during  the 
summer.  In  April,  1857,  he  removed  to 
Poweshiek  county,  Iowa,  which  has  since 
been,  and  is  now,  his  home.  Utilizing  the 
evenings  and  time  not  employed  otherwise, 
he  had  substantially  fitted  himself  for  ad- 
mission to  the  bar  before  coming  to  Mon- 
tezuma, but  chose  not  to  be  admitted  until 
he  thought  it  possible  to  make  the  practice 
of  law  his  only  business. 

He  worked  at  his  trade  and  taught 
school  until  1861,  when  he  was  elected  su- 
perintendent of  county  schools.  He  re- 
signed in  1862  to  take  the  position  of  clerk 
of  courts. 

In  1865  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Cutts,  a  sister  of  the  brilliant  lawyer  and 
congressman,  M.  E.  Cutts,  of  Oskaloosa. 
Their  married  life  was  a  singularly  happy 
and  devoted  one  until  her  death,  which  oc- 


ished.  In  the  scramble  which  followed 
Judge  Lewis  was  not  renominated,  but  his 
work  on  the  bench  had  been  so  satisfac- 
tory, and  he  was  such  a  general  favorite 
with  all  with  whom  he  haxi  come  in  con- 
tact, that  in  response  to  the  almost  unani- 
mous wish  of  his  constituents,  he  permit- 
ted his  name  to  be  used  as  an  independent 
candidate,  and  was  elected  by  a  sweeping 
majority.  There  was  a  prevailing  belief 
that  his  defeat  in  the  convention  was  due 
to  unfair  means,  and  this  contributed  to  his 
success.  He  retired  from  the  bench  in 
1890  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
Montezuma. 

He  is  a  man  of  great  legal  ability,  and 
while  on  the  bench  was  a  warm  friend  of 
the  young  practitioner.  He  never  per- 
mitted a  young  lawyer  to  sacrifice  his  cli- 
ent's interests  if  a  word  or  suggestion 
from  the  court  could  help  him.  His  de- 
cisions were  rarely  reversed.  No  district 
or  circuit  judge  has  a  better  record  in  the 
supreme  court  than  Judge  Lewis.  So  un- 
erring were  his  views,  especially  in  equity 
cases,   that   the    attorneys    in    his    court 
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learned  it  was  next  to  useless  to  appeal, 
as  he  was  nearly  always  sustained.  He 
was  slow  in  deciding,  but  his  work  never 
had  to  be  done  a  second  time.  As  special 
counsel  for  the  county  in  the  famous  cases 
against  the  Rowes  and  against  the  bonds- 
men of  the  defaulting  treasurer,  he  earned 
new  laurels. 

In  the  fall  of  1897  Judge  Lewis  was 
nominated  by  acclamation  for  the  state 
senate  by  the  Twelfth  senatorial  district, 
composed  of  Poweshiek  and  Keokuk  coun- 
ties, and  was  elected. 


MARSH,  Oscar  Hamdon,  of  Glen  wood, 
is  the  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  MiUs  county.  He  is  one  of  the  scholarly 
men  of  Iowa  and  has  devoted  himself  with 
enthusiasm  to  his  chosen  work  of  instruct- 
ing the  young.  Mr.  Marsh  was  born  near 
Williamsport,  Penn.,  July  23,  1864,  and  is 
of  notable  ancestry  on  both  father  and 
mother's  side. 

His  father  was  of  English  extraction,  his  ances- 
tors coming  to  America  in  1750,  settling  near 
Munice,  Lycoming  county,  Penn.  They  were  of 
patriotic  mould  and  many  of  them  took  arms  In 
defense  of  liberty  during  the  war  with  Great 
Britain.  They  were  also  concerned  In  the  military 
movements  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  and  New  York 
against  the  Indians.  One  branch  of  the  family 
located  at  Lewlsburg,  Penn.,  and  one  of  them 
invented  and  manufactured  the  once  famous  *'  Marsh 
Harvester."  His  grandfather  located  near  Wil- 
liamsport, Penn.,  where  he  was  a  man  of  wealth 
and  prominence.  During  the  civil  war  many  of 
family  took  part  In  the  battles  in  which  the  army 
of  the  Potomac  was  engaged,  and  two  cousins  met 
their  death  by  starvation  In  Andersonvllle  prison. 
On  his  mother^s  side,  the  family  were  of  German 
descent,  and  early  in  the  colonial  period  settled  In 
Snyder  county,  Fenn.  His  mother  was  a  grand- 
daughter of  the  famous  Simon  Snyder,  who  was  for 
several  terms  a  state  senator  and  later  the  governor 
of  Pennsylvania.  His  mother's  father,  Elijah 
Couldren,  was  a  merchant  of  Selln's  Grove,  and  did 
a  prosperous  business  in  the  days  of  packet  trans- 
portation. He  had  two  children,  Mr.  Marsh's 
mother  and  a  son  who  served  throughout  the  civil 
war. 

Mr.  Marsh's  father,  George  W.  Marsh,  is  a 
resident  of  Selln's  Grove,  Penn.,  and  is  engaged  In 
fruit  raising  and  farming.  He  was  educated  at 
Susquehanna  university  at  Selln's  Grove.  He 
taught  school  while  a  young  man  and  was  recognized 
as  one  of  the  ablest  educators  In  the  state. 

Mr.  Marsh  began  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  His  father's  interest  in 
his  education  induced  him  to  study  and 
read  a  great  deal  at  home,  and  at  the  age 
of  15  he  was  far  advanced  for  his  years  and 
was  sent  to  the  preparatory  department  of 
Susquehanna  university,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years.  In  this  school  he  took 
the  full  classical  course  and  was  a  proficient 


Latin,  Greek  and  German  scholar.  He 
also  became  a  diligent  student  of  history 
and  literature.  He  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Philosophian  Literary  society,  and 
was  editor  of  its  literary  journal  for  four 
consecutive  terms.  He  was  chosen  several 
times  to  represent  the  society  in  public 
exercises,  and  was  its  president  two  terms. 
He  graduated  from  Susquehanna  university 
with  honors  in  1882.  The  following  year 
he  entered  the  junior  class  of  Pennsylvania 
college,  at  Gettysburg,  where  he  ranked 
high  in  his  class.  He  here  took  a  classical 
course  and  paid  special  attention  to  history 
and  literature.     He  was  a  prominent  mem- 


ber of  the  Phrenakosmian  literary  society. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  Beta  chapter  of 
the  Phi  Delta  Theta  society.  He  graduated 
in  June,  1894,  taking  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
and  one  year  later  the  degree  of  A.  M.  In 
August,  1887,  Mr.  Marsh  came  to  Iowa  as 
principal  of  the  Oakland  schools.  He  had 
previously  taught  in  Winfield,  Union  county, 
Penn.,  for  two  years,  employing  his  spare 
time  in  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Charles 
P.  Ulrich  of  Selin  's  Grove.  In  1886  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  but  after  a  successful 
year  of  practice  he  returned  to  his  first 
loved  work,  that  of  instructor  and  educator. 
He  remained  as  principal  of  Oakland 
schools  four  years  and  his  efforts  were  weU 
appreciated  by  patrons.     Following  tiiis 
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work  he  had  charge  of  the  Henderson 
schools  two  years  and  the  Emerson  schools 
three  years,  meeting  with  fine  success  in 
both  places.  For  ten  years  Mr.  Marsh  has 
been  considered  one  of  the  best  educators 
in  the  west  in  normal  institute  work  and 
his  services  have  been  constantly  in  demand. 
His  si)ecial  subjects  are  history  and  litera- 
ture. He  has  written  a  text-book  entitled 
**Aids  and  Methods  in  United  States 
History,'*  to  be  published  this  year.  He 
holds  state  certificates  and  life  diplomas 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa,  and  was  made 
a  member  of  the  educational  council  at 
the  Iowa  State  Teachers'  association  in 
1898.  In  Mills  county  Professor  Marsh  is 
regarded  as  efficient  and  of  superior  ability. 
He  is  a  popular  man  both  in  and  out  of 
school  work  and  makes  a  host  of  friends 
wherever  he  goes. 

Mr.  Marsh  is  a  democrat  and  was  nomi- 
nated in  Pottawattamie  county  for  auditor 
in  1893.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  state 
democratic  convention  which  nominated 
Governor  Boies  the  second  time.  He  was 
also  a  delegate  to  the  state  democratic  con- 
vention in  1892.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
county  central  committee  of  Pottawattamie 
county  and  was  assessor  of  Oakland  two 
years.  His  present  office  was  tendered  him 
by  the  democrats  of  Mills  county  in  1897. 
They  gave  him  the  largest  democratic 
majority  since  the  organization  of  the 
county. 

Mr.  Marsh  earned  his  first  money  as  a 
field  hand  in  the  harvest  time.  He  is  a 
Lutheran  in  religious  belief.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  State  Teachers'  association, 
also  a  Past  Chancellor  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  order  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
grand  lodge  in  1894. 

He  was  married  September  4,  1888,  to 
Miss  Stella  6.  Bebee,  of  Corry,  Penn. 


BLOODGOOD,  Freeman  H.,  B.  S., 
county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Pay- 
ette county,  lives  in  West  Union,  and  was 
bom  in  Linn  coimty,  Iowa,  in  1867.  He 
has  the  reputation  of  being  an  active  and 
progressive  educational  man  who  has  kept 
up  with  the  times.  He  attended  a  graded 
rural  school  in  Linn  county  until  he  was 
13  years  old,  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Huron,  S.  D.,  and  he  went  to  school  there 
until  1885,  working  on  a  farm  between 
times,  thus  getting  physical  strength  as 
well  as  mental  culture.  In  1885  he  entered 
Upper  Iowa  University,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1890  with  a  creditable  record. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  Zethegathian  Lit- 
erary society,  and  gained  a  high  reputation 
for  oratory.  He  represented  the  college 
in  the  state  contest  in  1890.  Immediately 
upon  his  graduation  he  was  elected  to  the 
principalship  of  the  Payette  public  schools, 
which  he  filled  satisfactorily  for  two  years, 
and  then  resigned  to  enter  Harvard  uni- 
versity for  post  graduate  work.  He  re- 
turned to  Payette  in  the  fall  of  1893,  and 
was  elected  county  superintendent  as  a  re- 
publican. December  19,  1893,  Mr.  Blood- 
good  was  married  to  Miss  Ethel  Hulbert, 
a  charming  and  accomplished  lady,  one  of 
his  classmates  in  college  and  a  resident  of 


Payette.  They  have  since  lived  in  West 
Union.  Mr.  Bloodgood  is  now  serving  his 
third  term  as  county  superintendent. 

He  believes  in  encouraging  teachers  to 
cherish  the  ambition  to  be  professional 
educators  instead  of  making  teaching  a 
mere  makeshift.  The  schools  of  Payette 
county  have  been  given  a  close  supervision 
and  have  been  much  improved  by  this  en- 
ergetic young  man.  He  has  demonstrated 
the  result  of  his  work  at  the  State  Teach- 
ers' association  in  Des  Moines,  where  Pay- 
ette county  for  three  consecutive  years, 
beginning  in  1895,  won  a  prize  for  the 
greatest  number  of  miles  traveled  by 
teachers  in  attending  the  association. 

In  December,  1898,  he  was  chosen  pres- 
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ideut  Of  the  Iowa  State  Teachers'  associa- 
tioosatDes  Moines,  and  has  unanimously 
bedti  ohosen  as  city  superintendent  of  the 
Vinton:{^hools  for  the  year  beginning 
Septefrdber,  1899. 

He  is  universally  recognized  among  edu- 
cational workers  as  a  man  of  ideas,  who 
has  something  to  say  and  knows  how  to 
say  it  He  takes  a  leading  part  in  the  sev- 
eral educational  associations  to  which  he 
belongs,  and  was  elected  president  of  the 
Northeastern  Teachers'  association  in  1895, 
and  president  of  the  Iowa  County  Superin- 
tendents' association  in  Des  Moines  in  1897. 
Oratorical  ability  and  the  genius  for  teach- 
ing combined  cause  him  to  be  in  general 
demand  as  a  lecturer  and  institute  in- 
structor. In  these  capacities  Mr.  Blood- 
good  has  been  employed  in  various  counties 
in  the  state,  and  also  in  cities  outside  the 
state.  His  success  in  educational  work 
and  the  other  qualities  which  make  a  pop- 
ular man  have  often  suggested  the  fact 
that  he  is  available  for  the  office  of  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction. 


TURNER,   George   A.,    of    Marshall- 
town,  represented  his  county  in  the  state 


where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
loan  business,  but  for  many  years  he  was  a 
successful  and  progressive  farmer.  While 
in  the  senate  he  was  chairman  of  the  impor- 
tant committee  on  insurance. 

Senator  Turner  was  bom  in  Canton, 
111.,  March  28,  1843,  and  his  parents  were 
of  Yankee  ancestors,  coming  from  Ver- 
mont and  New  York.  His  father,  Samuel 
Turner,  was  a  farmer  in  moderate  circum- 
stances, and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Illinois.  His  wife  was  Miss  Sallie  Brook- 
ins,  a  native  of  New  York.  Their  son  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  including 
the  graded  school  of  Canton.  Mr.  Turner 
came  to  Marshall  county  April  2, 1867,  and 
settled  on  a  piece  of  new  land  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  county.  He  owns  the 
same  farm  now,  and  his  success  may  be 
imagined  from  the  fact  that  it  has  grown 
to  a  fine  estate  of  1,100  acres,  near  Brom- 
ley. Mr.  Turner  has  been  successful  in 
business  since  boyhood,  when  he  was 
taught  the  essential  principles  of  business. 
He  earned  his  first  dollar  in  Canton,  raising 
onions.  He  has  been  for  fifteen  years  a 
director  in  the  Marshalltown  State  bank, 
and  is  largely  interested  in  public  enter- 
prises in  Marshalltown.  He  has  always 
been  a  republican,  and  for  nine  years  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
Marshall  county.  During  this  time  the 
magnificent  new  court  house  and  jail  were 
built,  and  he  says  he  is  more  proud  of  his 
part  in  this  than  anything  else  of  a  public 
nature  that  he  has  done.  He  is  at  present 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Marshall- 
town.  He  is  a  Mason  and  Knight  Tem- 
plar, and  a  member  of  the  Christian  church 
and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
He  enlisted  three  times  as  a  volunteer  dur- 
ing the  civil  war;  first  for  three  months, 
but  never  saw  very  active  service.  He 
was  first  lieutenant  and  quartermaster  of 
the  Fifty-first  Illinois  infantry. 

Mr.  Turner  was  married  September  15, 
1870,  to  Miss  Maggie  Garber,  of  Marshall 
county.  They  have  two  children,  Ella  F., 
born  1876,  and  Frank  B.,  born  1883.  Mrs. 
Turner  died  October  12,  1898. 


senate  in  the  Twenty- fourth  and  Twenty- 
fifth  General  Assemblies.  He  is  now  a 
resident    of     the    city    of    Marshalltown, 


IRISH,  Harry  Russell,  of  Forest 
City,  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
Winnebago  county.  He  is  the  son  of  David 
Irish,  who  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a 
farmer  in  moderate  circumstances.  He 
removed  to  Ddne  county.  Wis.,  in  an  early 
day,  and  from  there  to  Kellogg,  Jasper 
county,  Iowa,  in  1867,   where  he  died  in 
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1885  at  the  age  of  61.  Dr.  Irish's  mother, 
Harriet  Brownell,  was  also  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  died  in  October,  1894,  at  the  age 


of  68  years.  The  ancestors  of  David  Irish 
were  Quakers  of  Norman  descent,  who  came 
to  America  about  1630  to  escape  religious 
persecution  in  England.  The  ancestors  of 
Dr.  Irish's  mother  were  of  Anglo-Saxon 
and  Dutch  descent.  They  came  to  America 
long  before  the  revolution,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  that  war. 

Dr.  H.  R.  Irish  was  born  October  1, 
1860,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Kel- 
logg, Jasper  county,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  6 
years.  Here  he  made  his  home  until  1883, 
when  he  located  at  Forest  City.  His  pre- 
liminary education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  country  schools,  and  he  also  com- 
pleted a  course  at  Hazel  Dell  academy  at 
Newton.  He  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  State  university  in  1881,  and 
graduated  March  7,  1883,  and  during  the 
same  month  located  in  Forest  City,  where 
he  has  been  in  active  practice  ever  since, 
enjoying  a  liberal  patronage.  He  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  has  worked 
his  own  way  to  his  present  rank,  having 
earned  the  money  to  secure  his  training  by 
working  on  a  farm.  For  four  years  and  a 
half  Dr.  Irish  served  as  one  of  the  examin- 
ing surgeoQS  for  the  United  States  pension 
department  at  Mason  City.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  society  and 

17 


of  the  Austin,  Flint,  and  Winnebago  county 
medical  societies. 

In  politics  Dr.  Irish  is  a  democrat.  He 
served  one  term  as  mayor  of  Forest  City, 
beginning  in  March,  1893,  and  is  at  present 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  He 
holds  no  church  membership. 

The  doctor  was  married  April  8,  1887,  to 
Alice  S.  P^irce,  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 
They  have  two  children,  Leita,  who  was 
born  June  5,  1889,  and  Thomas  J.,  born 
February  4,  1897. 


CASADY,  Jefferson  P.,  for  many 
years  a  resident  of  Council  Bluffs,  was  one 
of  a  family  of  brothers  who  are  thoroughly 
identified  with  the  history  of  Iowa,  the 
others  being  Hon.  P  M.  Casady  and  Weir 
Casady,  of  Des  Moines,  and  the  late  Hon. 
S.  H.  Casady,  of  Sioux  City,  and  J.  N. 
Casady,  of  Council  Bluffs.  Each  and  all 
of  these  have  been  potent  factors  in  the 
development  of  the  state. 

J.  P.  Casady  was  born  in  Conner sville, 
Ind.,  September  1,  1828.  Of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry,  the  conquering  traits  of  that  race 
were  well  reproduced  in  him.  Like  so 
many  of  the  notable  men  of  America,  he 
was  raised  upon  a  farm,  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  until  18  years  of  age,  afterwards 
pursuing  an  academic  course.  Having  lit- 
tle taste  for  farm  life  he  chose  the  profes- 
sion of  law  for  his  field  of  labor.  He  was 
most,  fortunate  in  receiving  his  law  train- 
ing from  Hon.  Samuel  W.  Parker,  one  of  a 
coterie  of  great  lawyers  who  made  the  bar 
of  Indiana.  In  1852  Judge  Casady  moved 
to  Des  Moines  and  was  there  admitted  to 
the  bar.  In  the  following  year  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Council  Bluffs,  and,  in 
partnership  with  Hon.  Hadley  D.  Johnson, 
opened  a  law  and  land  office.  His  fine  tal- 
ents, united  to  his  conservatism  and  pru- 
dence soon  won  for  him  wide  recognition 
and  in  1858  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  judge,  an  office  that  he  filled  with 
marked  ability,  conducting  his  private 
business  at  the  same  time.  In  1861  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  Council  Bluffs  and 
St.  Joe  Railway  company,  and  afterwards 
became  president  of  the  road. 

Politically,  Judge  Casady  was  a  demo- 
crat, in  the  broad  and  Jeffersonian  sense  of 
the  word.  In  1868  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  senate,  serving  four  years.  He  was 
frequently  a  delegate  to  state  conventions, 
and,  in  1880,  to  the  national  convention. 
In  1872  he  was  nominated  for  auditor  of 
state,  and,  although  not  elected  to  the  of- 
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fice,  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket,  polling 
many  votes  from  the  opposition.  He  was 
not  an  office-seeker  and  when  he  accepted 
office  it  was  always  at  a  personal  sacrifice. 


Judge  Casady  was  widely  known  for  his 
public  spirit  and  this  was  well  shown  in 
his  skill,  diplomacy  and  untiring  efforts 
that  finally  secured  the  appropriation  for 
the  school  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  at  Coun- 
cil Bluffs.  No  one  in  his  county  was  ever 
more  favorably  known  than  he  was,  and 
his  influence  was  always  for  good.  As  a 
citizen  he  was  universally  loved  and  re- 
spected.  In  his  friendships  he  was  most 
loyal  and  unswerving.  Many  young  men 
of  the  west  owe  their  start  in  life  and  much 
of  their  success  to  the  kindness  and  inter- 
est of  Judge  Casady.  He  was  an  Odd  Fel- 
low and  a  charter  member  of  Council 
Bluffs  Lodge  No.  49.  On  June  16,  1856  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Joiner.  They 
had  five  children;  Lawrence,  born  July  15, 
1860,  died  October  16,  1863;  Jefferson  J., 
born  June  18,  1863,  died  October  27,  1864; 
Thomas  E.,  born  in  1868,  is  at  present  a 
practicing  lawyer  in  Council  Bluffs;  Ida, 
born  September  20,  1865;  Albert  W.,  born 
November  5,  1870,  employed  in  the  office  of 
Deere,  Wells  &  Co. ;  Mrs.  Casady  died  May 
6,  1882.  They  were  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church.  Judge  Casady  died 
April  27,  1892. 


CASADY,  Thomas  E.,  a  native  resident 
of  Council  Bluffs,  is  one  of  the  brightest 
of  the  younger  members  of  the  bar.  He 
was  born  April  27,  1868.  His  father,  Judge 
Jefferson  P.  Casady,  was  a  man  widely 
known  for  his  abilities  as  a  lawyer  and  his 
nobility  as  a  man  and  citizen  of  Iowa.  His 
mother,  Mrs.  Hannah  Joiner  Casady,  was 
of  Scotch- Irish  ancestry,  as  was  his  father, 
and  the  sturdy  and  estimable  traits  that 
belong  essentially  to  his  ancestry  are 
fully  developed  in  the  son.  In  his  boy- 
hood Thomas  E.  Casady  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Council  Bluffs.  In  1884  he 
entered  Parsons  college  at  Fairfield,  and 
was  graduated  in  1888  with  the  degree  of 
bachelor  of  science.  While  a  student  at 
Parsons  college  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  Iowa  Collegiate  association,  and  as 
such  presided  at  the  oratorical  contest  and 
annual  meeting  of  the  association  held  in 
Des  Moines  in  February,  1887.  In  1890  he 
received  the  degree  of  master  of  science 
from  his  alma  mater;  and  the  year  follow- 
ing was  honored  by  being  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  Irustees,  serving  six 
years.  In  1888  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Iowa,  remaining 


until  the  serious  illness  of  his  father  re- 
quired his  presence  in  Council  Bluffs, 
where  he  completed  his  study  with  Finley 
Burke.     He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 
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following  year.  la  January,  1891,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Burke, 
which  continued  about  four  years,  since 
which  time  he  has  practiced  alone.  Mr. 
Casady  is  a  staunch  democrat,  and  has  al- 
ways been  one.  He  was  appointed  assist- 
ant United  States  district  attorney  for  the 
southern  district,  but  as  the  duties  of  his 
office  consumed  too  much  time  he  resigned. 
In  1898  Mr.  Casady  was  nominated  by  the 
democrats  of  his  county  for  the  office  of 
county  attorney,  and  although  he  ran  over 
500  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket  he  was  de- 
feated, as  was  the  whole  ticket.  The  re- 
publican majority  in  the  county  ranged 
from  1,200  to  1,500,  while  the  majority 
against  him  was  only  between  500  and  600. 
Mr.  Casady  good-naturedly  says:  ** Spain 
did  it.' 

He  was  married  November  12,  1895,  to 
Miss  Agnes  Wickfield  Barnard,  of  Moline, 
111.,  daughter  of  H.  A.  Barnard,  a  pioneer 
in  the  manufacturing  industries  of  Moline, 
and  now  president  of  the  Barnard  &  Leas 
Manufacturing  company  of  that  city.  Few, 
if  any,  of  the  lawyers  in  western  Iowa 
have  had  better  educational  training  than 
Mr.  Casady,  or  taken  deeper  interest  in 
scholastic  matters.  He  is  a  man  of  high 
personal  character  and  integrity,  and  en- 
joys the  confidence  of  the  people  both  on 
the  score  of  ability  and  responsibility.  He 
is  possessed  of  a  logical  mind,  studious 
habits,  courteous  bearing,  and  ability  to 
talk  well  to  the  x>oint,  good  judgment  and 
common  sense,  and  a  fixed  pride  and  deter- 
mination to  succeed. 

The  name  Casady  is  closely  interwoven 
in  the  legal  history  of  the  state,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  well  worthy  to 
perpetuate  the  history  so  creditably  begun 
by  his  elders. 


from  this  institution  in  1887.  His  father 
established  a  real  estate  and  loan  business 
in  Council  Bluffs  in  1853,  and  built  up  the 
largest  loan  agency  in  the  city,  and  other 
extensive  interests  by  close  attention  to 
details.  This  large  and  increasing  busi- 
ness was  succeeded  to  by  James  N.,  Jr., 
and  is  now  being  successfully  carried  on 
by  him.  He  deals  largely  in  farm  and  city 
property;  cares  for  property  of  nonresi- 
dents; pays  taxes  and  negotiates  loans,  and 
is  resident  agent  of  a  large  number  of  well 
known  insurance  companies,  such  as  Con- 
tinental of  New  York,  Scottish  Union  and 
National  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  Sun 
Fire  Office  of  London,  Eng. ;  London  Guar- 


CASADY,  Jr.,  James  N.,  a  successful 
young  business  man  of  Council  Bluffs,  be- 
longs to  the  family  of  Casadys  so  well 
known  throughout  Iowa  for  their  success 
in  business,  and  the  high  standing  they 
have  maintained  as  progressive  and  up- 
right citizens.  Mr.  Casady  is  a  native  prod- 
uct, having  been  born  in  the  city  of  his 
present  residence,  June  10,  1869.  His 
father  was  long  a  resident  of  the  state  and 
came  from  Indiana  in  1850.  His  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Ellen  M.  Joiner.  Mr. 
Casady  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  followed  by  a  four  years '  course 
in  the  Allen  academy,  located  at  1832-6 
Michigan  avenue,  Chicago;  he  graduated 


antee  and  Accident  company,  limited,  Lon- 
don, Eng.  Financial  correspondent  of 
several  large  eastern  institutions,  also  resi- 
dent assistant  secretary  of  the  National 
Surety  company  of  New  York,  having 
power  to  execute  all  bonds  in  his  office, 
known  as  the  Casady  building.  In  politics 
Mr.  Casady  is  a  democrat;  is  nephew  of 
the  Hon.  P.  M.  Casady,  of  Des  Moines, 
president  of  the  Des  Moines  Savings  bank 
of  that  city;  was  married  to  Miss  Mamie 
Cavanagh  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  P.  J.  Cavanagh,  Esq.,  October  12, 
1893.  They  have  two  children,  Geraldine, 
born  November  29,  1894,  and  Joiner,  born 
July  24,  1897. 
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SECOR,  Eugene,  of  Forest  City,  is 
descended  on  his  father's  side  from  a  fam- 
ily of  French  Huguenot  refugees,  who 
came  to  America  in  1689  and  settled  in  New 
York.  The  name  is  spelled  in  the  letters 
of  denization  S-y-c-ar-d,  but  has  gradu- 
ally evolved  into  the  present  name,  Secor. 
His  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  partici- 
pants in  the  revolutionary  struggle.  Brit- 
ish soldiers  were  the  terror  of  the  country 
where  they  lived.  They  were  all  loyal  to 
the  American  cause,  and  this  subject  is  a 
"Son  of  the  American  Revolution  "  by  vir- 
tue thereof.  The  father  of  Mr.  Secor  was 
an  enthusiastic  horticulturist  of  his  time. 
He  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years,  and  among  the  attorneys  who  prac- 
ticed in  his  court  was  Chauncey  M.  Depew. 
His  mother  was  Sarah  Caroliue  Knapp, 
whose  mother  was  a  Lee  prominent  among 
the  leading  families  in  Yorktown. 

Mr.  Eugene  Secor  was  born  May  13, 
1841,  near  Peekskill,  N.  Y.  He  never  at- 
tended any  except  the  New  York  country 
school,  until  21  years  of  age.  The  family 
consisted  of  eleven  children,  and,  being  in 
only  moderate  circumstances,  much  of 
their  time  was  required  in  clearing  their 
land  of  stones  and  trees.  Without  educa- 
tional advantages  himself  his  father  wanted 
the  children  to  be  more  fortunate,  and 
made  them  so  by  providing  a  good  library, 
containing  the  best  works  in  literature  of 
that  day.  In  the  spring  of  1862  Mr.  Secor 
came  to  Iowa.  It  may  be  asked  why  he 
did  not  go  south.  There  were  many  rea- 
sons, for  he  was  not  disloyal.  He  never 
shirked  a  duty  to  his  country  and  later 
did  enlist  in  the  100  day  service,  but  for 
some  reason  the  company  was  never  called 
out.  It  must  be  understood  that  he  lived 
at  the  time  more  than  a  hundred  miles  from 
railroad  or  telegraph.  In  1864  he  entered 
Cornell  college,  but  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  was  called  home  to  look  after  his 
brother's  business  as  county  treasurer,  he 
having  gone  to  the  front  in  the  service  of 
Uncle  Sam.  That  ended  his  school  life. 
His  practical  business  education  was  in  the 
county  offices  of  Winnebago  county,  where 
he  was  deputy  treasurer  two  years,  deputy 
clerk  for  one  year,  clerk  for  six  years,  dep- 
uty auditor  one  year  and  auditor  four 
years. 

In  1880  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  brother,  David  Secor,  and  John  Law, 
under  the  style  Secor  Brothers  &  Law,  to 
carry  on  a  real  estate  business,  but  through 
the  retiring  of  Mr.  Law  in  1893,  whose 
place  was  taken  by  Willard  Secor,  the  firm 


is  now  known  as  Secor  Brothers  &  Co.  In 
1882  the  firm  of  Secor  Brothers  &  Law 
erected  the  brick  block  in  which  the  First 
National  bank  of  Forest  City  is  now  loca- 
ted, and  established  the  City  bank,  with  B. 
A.  Plummer  added  to  the  banking  firm. 
In  1893  the  bank  was  nationalized.  Mr. 
Secor  is  one  of  its  directors  and  its  vice- 
president.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
banking  firm  of  P.  M.  Joice  &  Co.,  of 
Lake  Mills,  and  has  connections  with  four 
similar  enterprises  in  Minnesota.  Another 
concern  in  which  he  is  a  director  and  stock- 
holder is  the  Forest  City  Electric  Light 
and  Power  company. 

Although  nurtured  in  the  lap  of  democracy,  of 
the  pro-slavery  type,  Mr.  Secor  is  and  always  has 
been  a  republican.  His  early  training  was  re- 
ceived during  Seymour's  reign  in  New  York  and 
Buchanan's  weakness  in  Washington.  He  has 
been  a  delegate  to  nearly  every  state  convention 
for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  was  a  Tenth  district 
delegate  to  the  National  Republican  convention 
held  at  Minneapolis  in  1892,  and  supported  Harri- 
son. He  has  been  identified  for  many  years  with 
the  State  Horticultural  society,  was  its  president 
two  years,  and  is  at  this  time  a  director  thereof 
and  manager  of  one  of  its  experiment  stations.    He 


was  sole  judge  at  the  World's  fair  and  at  the 
Omaha  exposition  in  the  department  of  the  apiarv. 
He  is  a  prominent  beekeeper,  and  not  uncommonly 
has  a  ton  of  honey  in  a  season.  He  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Beekeepers'  society,  and  is  at 
present  its  treasurer  and  general  manager.  The 
Twenty-second  General  Assembly  elected  him  as  a 
trustee  of  the  Agricultural  college,  which  position 
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he  held  for  six  years.  He  has  been  for  many 
years,  and  still  is,  a  trustee  of  Cornell  college  and 
one  of  its  executive  committee.  Was  one  of  two  lay 
delegates  from  the  Northwest  Iowa  conference  to 
the  general  conference  of  the  M.  E.  church  in  1892. 
He  was  the  first  mayor  of  Forest  City,  and  re- 
elected to  the  same  office  three  times.  Was  on  the 
council  for  many  years  following.  Has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  for  many  years, 
and  is  now  its  president.  He  or&^anized  the  Win- 
nebago County  Agricultural  society,  and  was  its 
president  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Secor  has  contributed  to  the  pai)ers 
and  magazines,  both  literary  and  technical, 
for  many  years.  He  wrote  by  request,  a 
resume  of  the  apiarian  industry  in  the 
United  States  and  its  representation  at  the 
Chicago  fair,  for  publication  in  the  perma- 
nent records  of  the  World's  Columbian 
exposition. 


SECOR,  Ellsworth  E.,  cashier  and 
resident  manager  of  the  Buffalo  Center 
State  bank  at  Buffalo  Center,  and  a  nephew 
of  Eugene  Secor,  of  Forest  City,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  progressive 
young  business  men  in  northern  Iowa. 

He  was  born  January  2,  1864,  at  Forest  City, 
Iowa.  His  father  is  the  Hon.  David  Secor,  now 
president  of  the  Faribault  County  bank,  of  Winne- 
bago City,  Minn.,  also  president  of  the  bank  of 
Amboy,  Amboy,  Minn.,  the  Delevanbank,  Dele  van, 
Minn.  He  is  also  director  of  the  First  National 
bank,  of  Forest  City,  Iowa,  his  former  home.  He 
was  a  representative  from  his  district  in  the  house 
of  representatives  in  the  Iowa  legislature  for  two 
terms  during  the  years  1872-1874,  and  was  twice 
elected  register  of  the  Iowa  state  land  office.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Winnebago  county, 
coming  there  in  1858.  He  was  county  treasurer  two 
terms  during  the  sixties,  occupying  that  position 
during  the  war,  but  hiring  a  substitute  for  his 
office,  he  joined  the  union  army  and  was  in  Sher- 
man's march  to  the  sea.  Mrs.  Secor 's  maiden  name 
was  Samantha  Van  Curen.  She  died  when  Ells- 
worth E.  was  but  7  years  old.  Mr.  Secor,  in  early 
life  attended  the  public  schools  of  Forest  City,  and 
in  1881  entered  the  Iowa  Agricultural  college  at 
Ames,  but  before  completing  the  freshman  year 
was  taken  sick  and  did  not  complete  his  course. 
His  father  was  identified  with  the  building  of  the 
Chicago,  Iowa  &  Dakota  railway,  known  as  the 
*' Slippery  Elm''  road,  so  the  ambitious  young  man 
concluded  to  fit  himself  for  future  life  in  the  rail- 
way service.  He  put  in  four  years  as  freight  brake- 
man,  mostly  on  the  Winona  &  St.  Peter  division  of 
the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railway,  and  later  on 
the  What  Cheer  branch  of  the  same  railway,  out  of 
Belle  Plaine.  Near  that  place,  in  the  winter  of 
1886-87,  he  nearlv  lost  his  life  one  frosty  morning 
just  before  daylight,  by  stumbling  between  the 
tender  and  the  first  car,  striking  on  the  draw  bar 
and  cutting  through  his  heavy  clothing  and  through 
the  flesh  of  one  leg,  to  the  bone.  He  realized  his 
perilous  position  and  managed  somehow  to  climb 
to  the  top  of  the  car,  where  he  fainted,  but  was 
brought  to  his  senses  by  the  cold  air;  this  experi- 
ence caused  him  to  change  his  occupation. 


His  father  was  preparing  to  remove  to 
Minnesota  and  wanted  him  to  go  to  Forest 
City,  and,  in  a  measure,  take  his  place  in 
the  firm  of  Secor  Brothers  &  Law.  This 
he  accordingly  did,  leaving  Belle  Plaine, 
his  former  headquarters,  January  25,  1887, 


to  take  charge  of  the  conveyance  and  ab- 
stract work  of  his  father's  firm,  remaining 
with  them  until  July,  1892,  when  he  took 
charge  of  the  Iowa  Investment  company's 
business  at  Buffalo  Center.  The  company 
soon  began  to  do  an  exchange  and  banking 
business,  Mr.  Secor  occupying  the  respon- 
sible position  of  secretary  and  resident 
manager  of  the  company's  business.  The 
banking  feature  of  the  business  grew  so 
rapidly  that  a  separate  institution  for  that 
purpose  was  organized,  and  the  Buffalo 
Center  Savings  bank  was  launched  forth 
January  16,  1893,  with  Mr.  Secor  as  its 
cashier.  In  February,  1894,  the  two  insti- 
tutions were  merged  into  one,  and  thus  the 
Buffalo  Center  State  bank  was  organized 
and  commenced  business  February  12, 
1894,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000.  It  is  still 
the  principal  bank  of  the  town  with  the 
following  named  officers:  G.  S.  Gilbert- 
son,  president;  C.  J.  Thompson,  vice-presi- 
dent, and  E.  E.  Secor,  cashier.  The  bank 
has  built  up  a  fine  business,  has  a  surplus 
fund  of  $8,000,  pays  15  per  cent  dividends 
to  its  stockholders  and  has  deposits  amount- 
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ing  to  over  |55,000.  On  January  1,  1899, 
Mr.  Secor,  in  connection  with  H.  G.  Gard- 
ner, G.  S.  Gilbertson,  C.  J.  Thompson,  P. 
W.  Thompson,  and  F.  L.  Kelley,  all  prom- 
inent bankers  of  northern  Iowa,  formed  a 
limited  partnership,  and  are  now  operating 
a  bank  at  Titonka,  Kossuth  county,  under 
the  firm  name  and  style  of  Secor  &  Gard- 
ner, of  which  Mr.  Secor  is  president.  Mr. 
Secor  has  always  been  a  staunch  republi- 
can, filled  the  office  of  city  clerk  of  Forest 
City;  was  the  first  mayor  of  Buffalo  Center, 
refusing  re-election,  but  in  1896,  he  was 
chosen  by  the  citizens'  caucus  and  elected 
without  any  opponent.  Re-elected  in  1897 
and  resigned  mayorship  July  1,  1897,  on 
appointment  by  President  McKinley  as 
postmaster  at  Buffalo  Center.  He  was  also 
nominated  as  a  candidate  for  school  di- 
rector and  received  every  vote  cast,  and 
re-elected  in  1898.  He  is  a  member  of 
Truth  Lodge  No.  218,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  at 
Forest  City;  Camp  No.  2659  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America;  Bison  Lodge  No.  379,  and 
Buffalo  Center  Lodge  No.  596,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
all  of  Buffalo  Center.  He  was  married 
April  27,  1887,  to  Emma  J.  Harmon,  of 
Jewell,  Hamilton  county,  Iowa,  at  Webster 
City.  They  have  four  children,  Ethel 
Jozella,  born  March  24,  1888,  Russell  Har- 
old, born  September  20,  1889,  Beryl  Joy, 
born  June  8,  1894,  and  Raymond,  born  No- 
vember 22,  1898. 


GIBSON,  JoiTN.  No  more  active  or 
successful  business  man  can  be  found  any- 
where in  Iowa  than  John  Gibson.  His 
home  is  at  Creston,  but  his  extensive  busi- 
ness interests  in  Des  Moines  keep  him  in 
that  city  a  great  deal  of  the  time. 

Mr.  Gibson  was  born  in  Wellsville, 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  October  2,  1849, 
and  is  the  son  of  Josiah  Gibson,  D.  D. ,  now 
deceased.  Josiah  Gibson  was  a  Methodist 
minister,  and  a  native  of  West  Virginia. 
His  first  pastorate  was  in  the  Pittsburg 
conference,  after  which  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Rock  River  conference  in  1854,  and 
in  which  conference  he  was  presiding  elder 
for  eight  years.  In  1870  he  was  transferred 
to  the  southern  Illinois  conference,  where 
he  served  ten  years.  In  1880  he  retired 
from  the  ministry  and  came  to  the  home  of 
his  son,  John  Gibson,  where  he  died  in 
1887.  The  mother,  Elvira  A.  Ebbert  Gib- 
son, was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  married  to  Josiah  Gibson  in  1845.  She, 
too,  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  1894. 

John  Gibson  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his 


grandfather,  John  Gibson,  having  come 
from  Scotland  to  America  in  1798.  Mr. 
Gibson's  education  was  completed  in  the 
public  schools,  and  one  year  in  the  academy 
of  Elgin,  111.  His  first  money  was  made  by 
selling  war  books  and  pictures  in  Illinois 
in  1864.  He  located  in  Creston,  Iowa,  in 
May,  1878,  having  driven  across  the  country 
from  Pueblo,  Colo.  His  wife  and  two 
sons  were  with  him  and  they  were  seven 
weeks  making  the  journey.  Mr.  Gibson 
practiced  law  at  Creston  until  1882,  when 
he  gave  up  the  active  practice  of  law  to 
devote  his  time  to  other  business.  He 
then  engaged  in  stock  and  bond  selling  and 


in  loaning  money  for  eastern  parties.  He 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Iowa 
State  Savings  bank  at  Creston  in  1884,  and 
has  been  president  of  that  institution  most 
of  the  time  since  its  organization.  In  1891 
he  became  vice-president  of  the  Iowa  Cen- 
tral Building  and  Loan  association,  and  has 
held  that  office  ever  since.  In  1890  the 
Gibson  Investment  company  was  organized, 
and  he  has-been  its  treasurer  since  that 
time.  The  company  has  very  large  real 
estate  interests  in  Creston.  He  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  Anchor  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  company  and  has  been 
treasurer  of  that  company  for  the  past 
three  years.  He  also  organized  the  Ne- 
braska Central  Building  and  Lioan  associa- 
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tion,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  in  1893,  of  which  he 
is  the  president.  In  politics  Mr.  Gibson 
has  always  been  a  republican.  In  1897  he 
^was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  legis- 
lature, from  Union  county,  in  a  very  close 
contest,  the  county  being  always  classed  as 
doubtful,  and  served  with  the  ability  which 
has  characterized  all  his  business  life.  He 
tskkes  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  has  been  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  independent  school  district  of  Cres- 
ton  for  the  past  eight  years.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church.  He  was  mar- 
ried June  30, 1870,  to  Miss  Tillie  J.  Martin, 
of  Alma,  111.  They  have  three  children 
living  —  Josiah,  bom  April  28,  1873,  grad- 
uated at  Cornell  college,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa, 
in  1895;  John  M.,  born  July  24,  1875,  is 
now  living  at  home,  and  Jane,  born  August 
8,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  Prank  Phillips,  of 
Creston. 

Mr.  Gibson  is  a  very  busy  man  and 
a  successful  financier.  He  is  also  very 
genial,  and  a  man  who  makes  hosts  of 
friends  wherever  he  goes. 


PUTMAN,  TiLFORD  Lynn,  the  leading 
physician  of  Shenandoah,  is  one  of  Iowa's 
thoroughly  competent  and  up-to-date  sur- 
geons, and  he  possesses  one  of  the  finest 
medical  libraries  and  set  of  surgical  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  in  the  state. 

He  is  the  son  of  Green  Marion  Putman,  a  farmer 
of  moderate  circumstances,  who  was  always  popular 
in  the  community  where  he  lived,  for  his  generous 
and  sociable  disposition.  He  was  one  of  fourteen 
children,  and  was  the  son  of  Elija  Putman  and 
Elizabeth  Duff.  Elija  Putman  was  a  native  of 
Kentuckv,  but  in  an  early  day  located  in  Fulton 
county.  111.,  and  in  1845  removed  to  Davis  county, 
Iowa.  G.  M.  Putman  was  born  April  12, 1835,  and 
died  September  12,  1896,  aged  61  vears.  Dr.  Put- 
man's  mother  was  formerly  Elizabeth  Kelsey,  an 
unusually  bright  woman,  of  a  quiet,  religious  nature. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Kelsey  and  Rebecca 
Stevens,  who  removed  from  Greencastle,  Ind.,  to 
Princeton,  Mercer  county,  Mo.,  where  the  father 
died  in  1867,  aged  65  years,  and  the  mother  in  1870, 
at  the  age  of  66.  Mrs.  Putman  died  February  1, 
1899,  of  heart  disease. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Putman  was  bom  on  February 
8,  1859,  at  Princeton,  Mercer  county,  Mo. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  obtained  his 
early  education  at  the  district  school,  which 
he  was  permitted  to  attend  during  the  win- 
ter, and  then  continued  his  studies  the  rest 
of  the  year  alone,  poring  over  his  books 
at  night  by  the  light  of  a  tallow  candle,  and 
reviewing  them  in  his  mind  the  following 
day  while  at  work  in  the  field.  The  school 
he  attended  was  one  of  the  best  of  its 
kind,  and  after  completing  it  and  attending 


the  teachers '  institute  he  was  able  to  secure 
a  teacher's  certificate,  and  for  two  years 
taught  a  district  school  in  Iowa,  which  was 
followed  by  two  years  of  similar  work  in 
Illinois,  where  he  received  the  highest  sal- 
ary paid  any  country  teacher  in  Fulton 
county.  In  1883  he  entered  Rush  Medical 
department  of  Lake  Forest  university, 
graduating  February  17,  1885,  with  great 
credit  to  himself,  being  one  of  six  out  of  a 
class  of  163  to  be  placed  upon  the  honor 
list.  A  month  after  graduation,  on  March 
19,  1885,  he  located  in  Iowa,  at  Riverton, 
where  for  six  years  he  conducted  a  drug 
store  and  practiced  medicine,  removing  to 


his  present  location  in  1891.  Since  leaving 
college  he  has  three  times  graduated  in 
surgery,  and  in  September,  1885,  passed  the 
state  examinations  and  became  a  registered 
pharmacist.  Since  entering  the  medical 
profession  Dr.  Putman  has  always  enjoyed 
a  good  practice,  and  is  now  very  well  estab- 
lished. He  has  been  especially  successful 
in  the  line  of  surgery,  possessing  a  steady 
nerve,  having  been  well  trained  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  intrepid  Dr.  Moses  Gunn.  He 
is  now  special  surgeon  for  a  number  of  acci- 
dent insurance  companies,  and  is  medical 
examiner  for  all  the  leading  life  insurance 
companies  of  the  United  States  at  Shenan- 
doah. He  is  also  physician  and  lecturer  to 
the  Western  Normal  college  at  that  place. 
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Dr.  Putruan  has  always  been  a  staunch 
republican  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party,  but  has  never  accepted 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  society,  the  Southwestern  Iowa 
Medical  society  and  American  Medical 
association.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church  since  1884,  and  is  a 
prominent  worker  in  that  organization, 
having  charge  at  present  of  a  large  class  of 
young  ladies  in  the  Sunday  school. 

The  doctor  was  married  March  25,  1886, 
to  Miss  Jessie  D.  McKean,  of  Columbus, 
Neb.,  formerly  of  East  Palestine,  Ohio. 
They  have  one  child,  a  boy,  Jesse  Lynn, 
who  was  bom  December  16,  1886,  who  is  a 
bright,  happy  lad  and  a  favorite  in  school 
and  society.  The  doctor's  wife  is  a  lady  of 
culture  and  moves  in  the  highest  social 
circle.  The  doctor  is  possessed  of  a  happy 
social  disposition,  kind,  gentle  and  loved 
by  all  his  patients,  and  has  the  esteem  and 
favor  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  profession 
in  the  state. 


HUBINGER,  John  C,  manufacturer, 
millionaire  and  public  benefactor,  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  men  of  this  country; 
a  Napoleon  in  business  affairs,  a  man  of 
destiny,  through  his  own  indomitable  will, 
tireless  energy  and  brilliant  genius  he  has 
built  up  a  magnificent  structure  on  a 
financial  foundation  as  solid  as  the  rock  of 
Gibraltar. 

Mr.  Hubinger  was  born  in  New  Orleans, 
La. ,  forty-six  years  ago,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  F.  Hubinger,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
in  1828,  and  still  survives,  as  well  as  his 
mother,  who  is  a  native  of  France. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Hubinger, 
having  been  born  in  Louisiana,  is  a  Creole, 
a  term  peculiar  to  the  state,  and  having 
the  same  significance  as  Buckeye  to  those 
born  in  Ohio,  or  N.utmegs  to  those  who 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Connecticut. 

At  the  age  of  4  his  family  moved  north 
and  at  Falmouth,  Ky.,  young  Hubinger 
received  in  the  public  schools  the  first  and 
only  educational  training  he  ever  received 
from  any  school  system;  this  experience 
covered  about  four  years  of  study,  and  he 
applied  himself  so  closely  that  he  got  a 
fair  foundation,  which  he  has  since  built 
on  by  private  study  and  observation,  until 
to-day  he  can  be  considered  a  well  informed 
man  outside  of  business  matters,  in  which 
he  excels. 

His  career  has  been  an  eventful  one,  full 
of  exciting  incidents,  and  it  is  a  remarkable 


fact  that  he  was  30  years  of  age  before  he 
amassed  his  first  thousand  dollars,  having 
innumerable  ups  and  downs  in  life,  but 
never  despairing  and  always  aggressive. 

It  would  require  a  volume  the  size  of 
this  to  recount  a  history  of  his  life  from 
the  time  he  started  out  to  earn  a  living  up 
to  the  present  time  when  he  controls  mil- 
lions of  business  interests,  and  is  at  the 
zenith  of  his  usefulness.  We  will  not  at- 
tempt anything  more  than  a  passing  notice 
of  such  facts  as  will  interest  his  friends. 

Of  an  inventive  turn,  he  secured  several 
patents  which  he  sold  to  more  or  less 
advantage,  and  tried  innumerable  schemes 
at  one  time  or  another,  succeeding  at  times 
and  losing  at  others  his  little  capital, 
through  the  boldness  of  his  methods. 

The  idea  of  Elastic  starch  came  to  him 
years  ago,  when  he  acted  as  agent  for  a 
starch  concern,  and  he  had  it  constantly  in 
mind,  eventually  arriving  at  the  secret 
which  he  holds  alone  to  day,  and  which 
has  made  Elastic  starch  the  most  popular 
in  the  market. 

In  connection  with  his  two  brothers  he 
founded  the  Elastic   Starch  company,  at 


New  Haven,  Conn.,  under  the  name  of 
The  J.  C.  Hubinger  Bros.'  Co.,  and  at  a 
later  period  opened  another  factory  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  subsequently 
amassed  a  large  fortune  and  became  known 
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as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  public 
spirited  citizens  in  the  state. 

In  the  west  his  interests  are  colossal,  as 
-well  as  the  ventures  which  he  has  made 
successful;  among  his  holdings  being  large 
tracts  of  real  estate,  improved  and  unim- 
proved, in  different  parts  of  the  western 
country. 

He  is  owner  of  the  Keokuk  street  rail- 
^way  system,  the  electric  light  plant  and 
system,  the  Mississippi  Valley  Telephone 
company,  capitalized  at  $2,225,000.  This 
takes  in  a  large  number  of  cities  in  that 
section,  and  is  the  most  dangerous  and 
largest  competitor  of  the  Bell  Telephone 
company  in  America,  havitfg  over  10,000 
telephone  subscribers. 

A  man  of  rare  executive  ability,  he  finds 
time  to  personally  direct  the  policy  of  all  the 
enterprises  in  which  he  is  interested,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  evolve  many  more 
brilliant  schemes  of  a  local  nature,  all  of 
which  are  put  through  in  a  practical  and 
successful  way. 

The  magnitude  of  his  transactions 
almost  8ui*pass  belief;  in  the  starch  business 
they  dispose  of  about  25,000,000  packages 
each  year,  the  legitimate  profits  from 
which  are  enormous,  and  in  other  ways  he 
handles  not  less  than  $3,000,000  aunually. 

His  liberality  is  the  marvel  of  the 
country  in  which  he  is  known,  and  at  his 
palatial  home,  overlooking  the  historic 
Mississippi  river,  he  and  his  charming  wife 
dispense  a  boundless  hospitality  to  those 
fortunate  enough  to  be  their  guests.  All 
the  luxuries  and  benefits  that  wealth  can 
procure  are  there  supplied,  and  an  at- 
mosphere of  culture  and  refinement  per- 
vades the  entire  establishment. 

Mr.  Hubinger's  family  consists  of  him- 
self, wife  and  four  children,  and  while 
fond  of  promoting  large  enterprises,  he  is 
still  fonder  of  the  home  circle  and  there 
spends  all  of  his  time  that  is  not  taken  up 
by  business  cares. 


FRICK,  Maxwell  W.,  of  Rockwell 
City,  was  born  October  27,  1859,  in  a  log 
house  on  the  prairie  near  the  present  site 
of  Booneville,  in  Dallas  county.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  A.  Prick,  who  came  to  Iowa 
from  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.,  in  1856 
and  settled  in  Dallas  county.  He  was  a 
farmer  during  all  his  active  life,  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  though  not  wealthy. 
He  is  now  retired.  The  mother  is  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  being  born  near  Connells- 
ville,  where  she  grew  up  and  was  married. 


Her  maiden  name  was  Eliza  M.  Work.  She 
is  of  Scotch -Irish  descent,  with  a  mixture 
of  Welsh  and  English  blood,  and  her  ances- 
tors served  with  distinction  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war.     The  father  is   of    German 


origin,  his  i)eople  being  of  that  sturdy  and 
prosperous  class  known  as  Pennsylvania 
Dutch. 

The  early  education  of  Maxwell  W. 
Prick  was  acquired  in  the  district  school, 
but  before  reaching  the  age  when  pupils 
are  usually  placed  in  school  he  was  fairly 
started  on  the  way  through  home  teaching. 
Evincing  a  remarkable  precociousness  he 
soon  led  the  classes  in  the  few  departments 
of  learning  in  the  district  school,  and  to 
give  him  the  opportunity  to  advance,  not 
oifered  in  the  home  district,  he  was  sent  to 
the  high  school  at  Adel.  Before  he  had 
graduated  he  entered  the  schools  of  Des 
Moines.  He  there  became  proficient  in 
stenography,  but  concluded  to  fit  himself 
for  admission  to  the  bar.  PoUowing  a 
period  of  private  study  he  entered  the  law 
school  in  Des  Moines,  then  being  conducted 
by  Judge  Miller,  where  he  remained  until 
it  suspended,  then  entered  the  oflBce  of  M. 
H.  Baugh,  a  very  able,  though  financially 
unfortunate,  lawyer  of  Adel.  He  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  practice  sicb  rosa,  with 
the  understanding  that  as  soon  as  he  should 
be  admitted  to  the  bar  his  name  was  to  ap- 
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pesav  in  the  firm.  Applying  himself  closely, 
he  passed  the  examination  before  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  Dallas  county,  February  3, 
1881,  under  Judge  Calvert,  with  marked 
honors. 

After  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  be- 
came the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Baugh  &  Frick,  as  had  been  previously 
arranged;  but  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
there  and  the  following  summer  he  fol- 
lowed the  rush  to  Rockwell  City,  then  a 
promising  new  town  on  a  proposed  line  of 
railroad.  He  located  in  practice  there, 
and  made  arrangements  with  Harlan  & 
Rude,  real  estate  dealers  at  Perry,  to  con- 
duct for  them  a  branch  office.  Although 
the  town  was  then  experiencing  the  effects 
of  a  boom,  business  did  not  prove  very  re- 
munerative for  a  time,  but  the  young  man 
kept  up  courage  and  remained,  a  course  for 
which  he  is  now  very  glad. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Kate  M.  Marsh,  of  Adel, 
November  3,  1881.  A  few  months  subsequent  to 
that  event  his  existing  real  estate  business  rela- 
tions were  dissolved  and  another  partnership 
formed  under  the  style  of  Harlan  &  Company, 
consisting  of  W.  H.  Harlan,  now  a  mail  carrier  in 
Des  Moines,  and  himself.  This  was  continued  un- 
til 1882,  when  it  was  dissolved,  since  which  time 
Mr.  Frick  has  been  in  business  alone.  About  this 
time,  he  and  his  wife,  having  learned  of  the  C.  L.  S. 
C,  took  up  the  course  of  reading,  pursued  it  to- 
gether, and  both  graduated.  He  gives  particular 
attention  to  commercial  and  real  estate  law  and 
does  a  large  general  practice.  In  1886  he  added  to 
his  business  a  farm  loan  department  and  began  a 
greater  prosperity.  His  practice  and  brokerage 
business  so  increased  that  in  1891  he  found  it 
necessary  to  employ  a  stenographer  and  collector, 
and  the  three  are  kept  busy.  For  several  years  he 
has  been  the  attorney  for  R.  G.  Dun  &  Company, 
for  Calhoun  county. 

In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  but  his  time  is  so 
completely  employed  in  the  conduct  of  his  business 
that  he  finds  little  time  for  other  work.  He  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  town  assessor. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  being  past  master  of  the  last  named.  He 
has  been  president  of  the  Westminster  Christ!  an 
Endeavor  Union,  of  the  Ft  Dodge  Presbytery,  and 
is  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  general  assembly  of  that 
church  which  met  at  Detroit  in  1891  and  tried  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Briggs  for  heresy,  and  of  the  one  which 
met  at  Winona,  Ind.,  in  1897.  His  election  to  both 
these  assemblies  was  not  only  unsolicited  but  un- 
known to  him,  each  a  spontaneous  tribute  of  his 
fellow  Presbyterians.  He  is  active  in  church 
work,  and  largelv  through  his  efforts  the  denomi- 
nation of  his  nkith  at  Rockwell  City  has  been  freed 
from  debt. 

His  reputation  for  business  capacity  caused  his 
selection,  in  the  spring  of  1897,  as  a  trustee  of 
Buena  Vista  college,  a  promising  institution  of 
learning  located  at  Storm  Lake,  Iowa.  It  is  the 
testimony  of  his  associates  in  this  work,  that  in  the 
short  time  he  has  been  connected  with  it  he  has 
proven  the  wisdom  of  his  selection. 

On  the  night  of  August  11  and  12,  1898,  he  met 
the  greatest  trial  of  his  life.    His  wife  died  sud- 


denly of  apoplexy,  after  an  illness  of  but  little 
more  than  two  hours,  succeeding  a  day  of  unusual 
enjoyment. 


GRIFFIN,  Dr.  Francis,  one  of  the 
promineat  citizens  of  Mapleton,  was  bom 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  July  2,  1847.  His  father, 
Frank  Griffin,  married  Mary  Nelson,  who 
came  to  Boston  in  1840  from  Ireland.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1853,  and  his  fath^*  mar- 
ried again  and  removed  with  his  family  to 
Port  Byron,  Rock  Island  county.  111.  Dr. 
Griffin  attended  common  schools  in  Boston, 
and  on  coming  west  worked  for  farmers  in 
summer  and  in  winter  went  to  the  district 


school  until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
war,  enrolling  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred 
and'Twelf th  Illinois  Volunteer  infantry.  He 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  took 
part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  after- 
wards in  the  battles  of  Atlanta,  Franklin, 
Nashville  and  Wilmington.  In  1865  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Sixty-fifth  Illinois  in- 
fantry and  commissioned  sergeant.  In 
July,  1865,  he  was  discharged  at  Greens- 
borough,  N.  C.  When  transferred  there  were 
enough  in  the  transfer  to  form  a  company, 
and  Company  F,  Sixty-fifth  Illinois  in- 
fantry, was  formed.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  G.  A.  R.  Hoskins  Post,  No.  87.  In  1865 
he  attended  high  school,  and  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  at  Hampton,  HI.     In 
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1868  and  1869  he  attended  Rush  Medical 
college,  and  soon  took  up  his  residence  in 
Wheatland,  Clinton  county,  Iowa.  Here 
he  was  employed  in  the  drug  business  until 
1878,  when  he  removed  to  Mapleton  and 
bought  a  drug  stock,  conducted  a  store, 
and  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  Mapleton  was  a  town  of 
about  200  people  when  he  settled  there. 
It  has  now  a  population  of  1,200;  its 
people  prosperous  and  with  every  prom- 
ise of  becoming  one  of  Iowa's  leading 
towns.  Dr.  Griffin  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Monona  County  State  bank,  of 
Mapleton,  and  has  been  a  director  since  its 
organization. 

Dr.  Griffin  was  married  to  Caroline  E. 
Grover,  February  2,  1870. 


STOUT,  James  E.,  as  sheriff  of  Polk 
county,  holds  one  of  the  most  important 
offices  in  the  state,  probably  the  most  im- 
portant county  office.  He  has  more  busi- 
ness than  a  dozen  ordinary  sheriffs  and  has 
to  employ  a  small  army  of  men  to  assist 
him.  The  courts  of  Polk  county,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  the  litigation  in  the 
city  of  Des  Moines,  almost  never  takes  a 
rest  They  are  at  it  nearly  all  the  year 
around,  four  courts,  making  an  enormous 
amount  of  work  and  responsibility  for  the 
sheriff.  But  Mr.  Stout  has  been  a  thoroughly 
efficient  officer,  so  much  so  that  he  was 
nominated  without  any  opposition  for  a  sec- 
ond term,  in  July,  1897,  by  the  republicans. 
He  is  thorough  and  conscientious  in  this 
office  as  he  was  during  the  time  he  was 
chairman  of  the  republican  county  commit- 
tee of  Polk  county. 

James  E.  Stout  was  born  in  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  September  21,  1849.  His 
parents  were  Jasper  and  Mary  Urmson 
Stout,  both  natives  of  England.  The  father 
was  bom  at  Northumberland  and  the  mother 
at  Lancashire.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  in  early  youth  and  here  were  mar- 
ried and  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  of 
whom  James  was  the  only  son.  The  oldest 
sister,  Mary  A. ,  is  the  wife  of  James  Taylor, 
who  resides  at  Youngstown,  Ohio;  Sidney 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  William  Madge,  of  Green- 
ville, Pa.;  Esther  is  the  wife  of  Alonzo 
Hunter,  of  Sharon,  Pa.,  where  Miss  Abbie 
R.  Stout,  the  other  sister,  also  resides. 

The  father  followed  the  coal  business  all 
his  life,  as  did  the  son  until  the  time  of  his 
election  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Polk  county. 
The  life  of  Sheriff  Stout  was  passed  in  Mer- 
cer and  Lawrence  counties,  Pa.,  until  1871, 


when  he  came  to  Iowa  and  remained 
one  winter  in  Webster  county.  The  follow- 
ing spring  he  returned  to  the  Keystone 
state,  and  on  October  9,  1871,  was  married 
to  Miss  Margaret  L.  Hitechew,  of  Alle- 
gheny City,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
Hitechew.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
four  children.  Mary  L.,  now  the  wife  of 
Carl  Smith,  was  born  in  Mercer  county. 
Pa.,  June  3,  1873;  William,  who  died  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1880,  was  bom  in  Greene  county, 
Iowa,  May  17,  1878;  John  D.,  was  born  in 
Greene  county,  March  14,  1880,  and  Jasper 
at  the  same  place  May  9,  1885. 

Mr.  Stout  commenced  work  in  the  mines 


at  the  age  of  7  and  his  education  was 
acquired  in  night  school  after  he  had 
reached  the  age  when  he  realized  the 
importance  of  more  book  learning  than 
was  possessed  by  those  around  him.  In 
1876  he  again  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Greene  county,  and  a  short  time  thereafter 
engaged  in  the  coal  business  in  partnership 
with  Isaac  Jones  and  Joseph  Markham. 
They  prospered  beyond  their  most  san- 
guine expectations,  but,  flushed  with  suc- 
cess, ventured  heavily  in  mining  operations 
and  one  day  found  them  without  a  dollar. 
June  1, 1886,  he  was  appointed  state  mine  in- 
spector by  Governor  Larrabee  and  the 
duties  of  the  office  required  that  he  remove 
to  Des  Moines.      He  was  reappointed  in 
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1888,  but  resigned  the  following  year  to 
accept  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
the  Christy  coal  mines,  adjacent  to  Des 
Moines,  which  place  he  held  until  called  to 
the  shrievalty  in  1895.  He  has  always 
been  a  republican  and  one  of  the  active 
kind.  The  only  other  political  office  he  has 
held,  however,  was  that  of  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Greene  county,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  for  three  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Modern  Woodmen, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Red  Men  and  Ameri- 
can Mechanics,  in  all  of  which  he  is  highly 
popular.  As  a  conscientious  official,  a  good 
citizen,  an  accommodating  neighbor  and  a 
modest  gentleman  he  is  known  by  the  resi- 
dents of  Des  Moines  and  Polk  countv. 


WERNLI,  Jacob,  who  served  Ply  mouth 
county  as  superintendent  of  schools  for 
eight  years,  has  long  been  known  as  one 
of  the  foremost  educators  of  Iowa.  He 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  state  ever  since 
1875,  and  during  all  this  time  has  been 
identified  with  the  public  schools,  and  has 
gained  a  wide  reputation  among  teachers, 
particularly  as  an  institute  instructor  and 
conductor  He  is  a  native  of  Switzerland 
by  birth,  and  his  ancestors  were  also  of 
that  nationality.  His  father,  Jacob  Wernli, 
was  a  thrifty  farmer  of  comfortable  means, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  82.  Professor 
Wernli  *s  mother  was  Salomea  Dieteker, 
whose  father  was  prominent  in  public  life, 
having  served  as  treasurer  and  in  other 
official  positions.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
85  years. 

Prof.  J.  Wernli  was  born  July  13,  1828, 
at  Thalheim,  in  the  county  of  Brugg,  Can- 
ton of  Aargon,  Switzerland,  where  his 
early  years  were  passed.  He  entered  the 
graded  school  at  the  age  of  6  years  and 
continued  to  attend  until  he  was  16.  He 
was  fortunate  in  having  excellent  teachers, 
who  greatly  encouraged  his  studio  us  habits 
and  taste  for  learning.  He  was  an  exten- 
sive reader,  the  books  at  his  period  of  life 
being  chosen  for  him  mostly  by  his  minis- 
ter. Not  content  with  a  common  school 
education,  young  Wernli  spent  all  the  lei- 
sure which  was  afforded  him  from  hard 
labor  on  the  farm  in  pursuing  studies  to  fit 
himself  for  college.  His  parents  were  un- 
able to  give  him  the  advantages  of  a  uni- 
versity training,  but  through  the  influence 
of  his  teacher  and  minister  he  succeeded 
in  gaining  admittance  to  the  State  Normal 
school,  being  one  of  thirty-five  to  pass  the 
entrance  examinations  out  of  seventy-five 


examined.  Beginning  January  25,  1847, 
he  continued  at  this  institution  for  three 
years,  receiving  practical  instruction  under 
some  of  the  foremost  educators  of  Switzer- 
land, all  of  the  Pestalozzian  school.  Upon 
his  graduation  in  1860  he  received  a  patent 
for  all  the  schools  in  the  canton  and  a  cer- 
tificate of  qualification  in  twenty- two 
branches,  with  marks  of  excellence  in 
agriculture,  horticulture,  mathematics  and 
language.  He  taught  his  first  school,  a 
mixed  but  graded  one  of  ninety  four  pupils 
in  the  village  of  Bonisvogl,  on  Lake  Hall- 
vogl.  Here  he  gave  such  satisfaction  that 
he  was  soon  called  to  a  higher  school.  But 
longing  for  larger  opportunities  in  a  new 
country,  he  came  to  America,  and  in  May, 

1855,  secured  work  as  a  common  laborer  at 
$1  a  day  in  Oshkosh,  Wis.  Here,  through 
economy  and  small  investments  he  soon 
acquired  a  capital  of  $500,  and  in  October, 

1856,  he  moved  to  Waupaca  county,  where 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  and  com- 
menced farming.  In  1858  he  again  began 
teaching  at  $20  a  month,  and  two  years 
later  was  elected  county  sui)erintendent  of 


Waupaca  county,  and  after  serving  two 
terms,  was  called,  in  1864,  to  be  principal 
of  the  second  ward  school  in  Milwaukee. 
In  1866  he  was  elected  principal  of  tiie 
Plattville  State  normal,  and  in  1868  of  the 
Northwestern  German-English  school   at 
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Galena,  111.  In  1875  he  came  to  Le  Mars 
and  became  principal  of  the  public  schools, 
conducting  at  the  same  time  a  book  and 
stationery  store.  In  1877  he  began  devot 
ing  almost  his  entire  attention  to  institute 
work,  in  which  he  has  been  particularly 
successful,  having  conducted  over  150 
institutes  in  many  counties  of  Iowa.  He 
established  the  Northwestern  Normal 
school  at  Le  Mars  in  1887,  which,  under 
his  direction,  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best 
private  normals  in  the  state.  In  1889  he 
was  elected  county  superintendent  of  Ply- 
mouth county,  and  so  earnest  were  his 
efforts  in  the  behalf  of  the  public  schools 
that  he  was  re-elected  three  times,  serving 
in  all  four  terms. 

In  politics  Professor  Wernli  has  been  a 
republican  since  the  breaking  out  of  the 
civil  war.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a 
Knight  Templar,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  German  Methodist  church. 

He  was  married  in  1853  in  Switzerland, 
to  Miss  Anna  Marie  Steiner,  who  died  De- 
cember 17,  1866.  Professor  Wernli  was 
again  married  at  Milwaukee,  to  Miss 
Christene  Kehres,  a  native  of  Germany. 


Mr.  Mitchell  brought  with  him  a  small  out- 
fit of  printing  material,  and  with  only  a  few 
hundred  dollars  of  capital,  and  that  bor- 
rowed, he  began  the  difficult  task  of  estab- 
lishing a  democratic  paper  in  the  then  ban- 
ner republican  county  of  Iowa.    Mr.  Burk- 


BURKART,  Charles  J.  A  pioneer  in 
newspaperdom  is  Mr.  Burkart,  and  for  so 
many  years  was  he  connected  with  the 
iStatesmaUy  of  Marshall  town,  that  to  speak 
of  the  one  is  to  allude  to  the  other. 
Of  his  ancestors  little  can  be  said.  His 
father  and  mother  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Switzerland  in  1845,  and  lived 
a  quiet  and  contented  life  without  seeking 
to  achieve  any  great  financial  success. 

Charles  J.  Burkart  was  born  in  Galena, 
111.,  December  22,  1852.  His  parents  re- 
moved to  Savanna,  111.,  in  1858,  where  he 
was  given  the  advantages  offered  by  the 
common  schools.  When  13  years  of  age 
the  family  went  back  to  Galena,  and 
Charles  entered  the  schools  there,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year.  In  1865  he  learned 
the  printer's  trade  in  the  Galena  Gazette 
office,  and  he  has  followed  the  business  of 
publishing  and  printing  during  all  the  years 
since  that  time.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
nearly  all  his  education  has  been  obtained 
by  a  series  of  years  of  practical  experience 
in  the  world's  greatest  educational  work- 
shop, and  without  aid  from  any  person 
whomsoever.  In  June,  1868,  he  went  to 
Marshalltown,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  in  the  different  offices  of  the  city  un- 
til 1876,  when,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  U. 
S.   Mitchell,   he    founded    the    Statesman. 


art  says  that  in  those  days  dollars  were  as 
scarce  as  democrats,  and  the  last-named 
article  no  more  numerous  than  hen's  teeth. 
In  1876  Mr.  Mitchell  sold  out  his  interest 
to  Mr.  Cook  Sanford,  and  in  October,  1879, 
the  entire  plant  was  disposed  of  to  Byron 
Webster.  In  the  spring  of  1880,  however, 
Mr.  Burkart  again  became  a  half  owner 
in  the  paper,  and  the  firm  of  Webster  & 
Burkart  continued  its  publication  until 
November,  1894,  when  Mr.  Burkart  be- 
came the  sole  owner.  It  will  be  seen  that 
with  the  exception  of  four  or  five  months 
Mr.  Burkart  had  the  business  manage- 
ment of  the  paper  from  the  time  it  was 
founded,  and  through  his  tireless  efforts  it 
became  the  official  paper  of  the  county 
with  a  large  influence  and  circulation.  In 
January,  1897,  the  Statesman  was  consoli- 
dated with  the  Daily  Press,  under  the  name 
of  the  Statesman- Press,  making  one  of  the 
strongest  combinations  in  central  Iowa. 
In  January,  1898,  after  twenty-two  years' 
connection  with  the  Statesman,  he  disposed 
of  his  interests  in  the  Statesm<in- Press  and 
retired  from  the  newspaper  business,  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


262 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN   OF   IOWA. 


devote  his  time  to  the  Southwestern  Mu- 
tual Life  association,  Marshalltown,  of 
which  he  has  been  the  vice-president  since 
its  organization  in  1882. 


McNUTT,  Samuel,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Iowa,  who  has  had  a  large  part  in  shap- 
ing its  history,  is  a  resident  of  Muscatine, 
where  he  is  passing  his  advancing  years  in 
quiet  comfort,  engaged  in  literary  study 
and  correspondence.     He  has  contributed 
to  the  preservation  of  Iowa  history  by  a 
number    of    writings.     Mr.    McNutt    was 
bom  November  21,   1825,  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  twenty  miles  west  of  Londonderry, 
and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  McNutt  and  Han- 
nah Stewart  McNutt.     The  family  is  of 
Scotch  origin  and  descended  from  a  some- 
what noted  ancestry.     While  he  was  yet  a 
child  the  family  came  to  America,  and  after 
a  brief  stay  in  Philadelphia  settled  in  New 
Castle  county,  Del.,  near  the  village  of 
Newark.     His  mother  was  now  a  widow 
with  seven  children,  of  whom  Samuel  was 
the  oldest.     For  forty  yeaf s  she  devoted 
her  life  and  energies  to  the  education  and 
interests  of  her  children,  three  boys  and 
four  girls,  and  had  the  happiness  to  see 
them  all  honorably  settled  in  life.     Her 
second  son,  Robert,   became  an  eminent 
physician  in  Louisiana,  but  as  he  was   a 
union  man,  he  barely  escaped  to  the  north 
with  his  life,  losing  all  his  proi)erty  in 
Louisiana.     Governor  Kirkwood  appointed 
him  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
Iowa  infantry.     The  third  son,  James,  also 
joined  the  union  army,  beiug  attached  to 
the  medical  department    of    the    regular 
army,  and  for  more  than  a  year  had  med- 
ical charge  of  Fort  Jackson  and  Fort  St. 
Phillip,  below  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  McNutt 
died  in  Iowa,  December  24,   1874,  at  the 
age  of  85  years.     Samuel  passed  his  boy- 
hood working  on  the  little  farm  in  Dela- 
ware.    Books  were  few  and  his  early  train- 
ing   was    largely    from     the    Catechism, 
Psalms  of  David,   Proverbs  of  Solomon, 
Scotch  Martyrs  and  Weems'  Life  of  Wash- 
ington.    He    contributed  some  poems   to 
the  Ternperancs  Star,  of  Wilmington,  Del., 
which  attracted  the  attention  of  Dr.  J.  S. 
Bell,  of  Newark,  one  of  the  professors  in 
Delaware  college,  who  assisted  the  young 
man  to  secure  an  education.     During  his 
college  days  he  contributed   to  Peterson's 
Magazine,  NeaVs  Gazette,  Oodey's  Lady's  Book, 


Saturday  Courier  and  other  publications, 
and  his  writings  had  a  wide  circulation. 
Leaving  college  he  engaged  in  teaching  and  at 
the  same  time  studied  law  under  the  direction  of 
Hon.  Daniel  M.  Bates,  then  secretary  of  state  of 
Delaware.  In  1851  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  and  started  to  practice  there,  but 
being  offered  a  professorship  in  a  collegiate  insti- 
tute in  Hernando,  Miss.,  he  went  there  for  two 
years.  In  1854  he  came  north  and  located  in  Mus- 
catine county,  Iowa.  In  1856  he  was  principal  of 
the  First  ward  public  school  and  in  that  year  he  and 
D.  F.  Wells,  who  was  principal  of  the  Third  ward 
school,  edited  the  first  educational  magazine  in 
Iowa,  called  the  Voice  of  Iowa,  published  by  Dr. 
Enos,  of  Cedar  Rapids.  At  the  close  of  the  year 
he  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  Muscarine  Ew^rtr, 


and  became  its  editor.  Subsequently  he  was  asso- 
ciate editor  of  the  Dubuque  Herald,  under  the  man- 
agement of  Joseph  B.  Dorr,  and  remained  in  that 
capacity  until  1860,  when  the  paper  was  sold  to 
Mahoney  &  Co.  Mr.  McNutt  had  been  a  democrat 
in  politics  and  a  friend  and  supporter  of  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  but  when  the  southern  states  began  to 
secede  and  the  war  was  threatening,  he  came  out 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  constitution  and  the  admin- 
istration of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  supported  it  by 
every  means.  The  Herald  being  opposed  to  the 
administration,  Mr.  McNutt,  at  the  request  olf 
democratic  friends,  started  the  Daily  Evemiig 
Union,  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the  HeraXdL 
Publication  of  this  paper  was  discontinued  in  about 
a  year  with  a  heavy  financial  loss,  and  Mr.  McNutt 
became  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Dubuque  Times,  In 
the  fall  of  1862,  intending  to  go  into  the  army,  he 
removed  his  family  to  his  farm  in  Muscatine  county. 
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where  he  has  since  resided.  In  IbOti,  while  rt^cruii- 
ing  for  the  Eighth  Iowa  cavalry,  he  was  nominated 
and  elected  by  the  republicans  of  Muscatine  county 
for  representative  to  the  Tenth  General  Assembly, 
and  was  afterwards  twice  re-elected.  At  the  close 
of  his  third  term  in  the  house  he  was  elected  with- 
out opposition  to  the  senate.  He  had  a  good  record 
in  the  legislature,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  intrc^uction  of  bills  for  the  control  of  railroad 
corporations.  It  was  he  who  secured  passage 
through  the  house  of  the  Gue  bill,  to  drive  out  of 
Iowa  the  *^  wild  cat "  currency  then  in  circulation. 
He  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee  which  in- 
vestigated the  Fort  Madison  penitentiary  in  1872, 
and  wrote  the  report  which  prevented  the  state 
from  paying  a  bogus  claim  of  prison  labor  con- 
tractors for  $47,000,  and  recommended  a  new  peni- 
tentiary where  rock  could  be  quarried.  This  re- 
sulted in  the  location  and  erection  of  the  new  peni- 
tentiary at  Anamosa.  In  1872  he  was  a  candidate  for 
the  republican  nomination  for  state  treasurer,  and 
had  a  large  following.  He  was  prominent  in  the 
Grange  movement,  and  is  author  of  the  monster 
petition  signed  by  70,000  Iowa  farmers,  asking  for 
legislation  to  regulate  railroad  charges.  Presi- 
dent Harrison  appointed  Mr.  McNutt,  on  August 
13,  1890,  to  be  United  States  Consul  at  Maracaybo, 
Venezuela,  but  a  brief  residence  in  that  climate 
convinced  him  that  it  was  not  suitable  to  him  and 
he  resigned  and  returned  to  Iowa.  He  was  city 
judge  in  1894  and  1895.  For  twenty  years  he  was 
an  officer  of  the  Muscatine  County  Agricultural 
society,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Scotch-Irish  Society 
of  America.  He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church 
but  entertains  very  liberal  views  of  religion  and 
humanity.  He  joined  the  Washingtonians  when  a 
boy;  in  1851,  the  Odd  Fellows;  in  1861,  the  Union 
League,  and  in  1872,  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 

Mr.  McNutt  was  married  April  14,  1857,  to  Miss 
Anna  E.  Lucas,  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  niece  of 
Robert  Lucas,  ex-governor  of  Ohio.  In  August, 
1889,  while  his  wife  was  on  a  visit  to  their  son  Wil- 
liam, in  Nebraska,  she  was  taken  sick  and  died 
there.  Their  living  children  are:  William  L.,  a 
farmer  in  Ord,  Neb.;  Roberts.,  a  practicing  dentist 
in  Muscatine,  and  Samuel  B.,  a  practicing  dentist 
in  Des  Moines. 


WOOD,  Irving  Charles,  physician  of 
LfOgan,  is  a  gentleman  of  high  attainments 
in  his  profession,  earned  by  a  life  of  ener- 
getic study  and  close  application.  His  sta- 
bility and  energy  is  primarily  an  inher- 
itance from  Welsh-Irish  and  English  stock, 
which,  supplemented  by  a  natural  ability 
of  his  own,  has  placed  him  in  the  front 
rank  of  his  profession.  His  father,  Rufus 
S.  Wood,  a  retired  farmer  in  moderate  cir- 
cumstances, is,  on  his  father's  side,  of  Irish 
descent,  and  on  his  mother's,  of  Welsh — 
some  of  her  ancestors  coming  to  Boston  in 
1692.  Rufus  S.  Wood's  grandfather  was  a 
graduate  of  Yale  and  served  as  a  surgeon 
in  the  war  of  the  revolution.  Doctor 
Wood's  ancestors  on  his  mother's  side  were 
of  English  descent.     His  mother's  maiden 


name  was  Susan  M.  Mann.  Doctor  Wood 
was  born  in  Franklin,  N.  Y.,  March  9, 
1857.  He  attended  the  high  school  until 
he  was  13  years  of  age,  and  then  entered 
the  Delaware  Literary  institute,  where  his 
progress  was  so  rapid  that  at  the  age  of  14 
he  was  able  to  pass  the  regent's  examina- 
tion, which  admitted  him  to  any  college  in 
the  state.  He  graduated  in  civil  engineer- 
ing from  the  above  named  institution  in 
1875.  Following  his  graduation  he  taught 
three  terms  of  school  and  then  began  the 
study  of  medicine.  He  first  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  the 


City  of  New  York,  and  afterwards  became 
a  student  in  the  Jefiferson  Medical  college 
in  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  received 
the  degree  of  M.  D.,  in  1880.  He  was 
secretary  of  the  graduating  class.  He  re- 
mained in  Philadelphia  one  year  after  his 
graduation,  adding  to  his  store  of  medical 
knowledge  and  further  fitting  himself  for 
his  work  by  taking  special  courses  in 
gynecology,  ophthalmology  and  operative 
surgery.  He  was  also  assistant  surgeon 
in  the  medical  and  surgical  department  of 
the  Pennsylvania  hospital. 

In  the  spring  of  1881  he  sought  a  new 
field  for  practice  and  chose  the  west,  com- 
ing to  Woodbine,   Iowa,  arriving  with  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


264 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN   OF   IOWA. 


cash  capital  of  $36.  He  spent  two  years 
at  this  place,  and  then  removed  in  1883  to 
Logan,  where  he  still  resides.  He  has  a 
large  practice  and  occupies  many  positions 
of  trust.  In  1884  he  was  chosen  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  insanity,  a  place  which 
he  still  holds.  He  is  and  has  been  since 
1886,  company  surgeon  for  the  Chicago  & 
North- Western  railway,  and  is  medical  ex- 
aminer for  over  thirty  life  insurance  com- 
panies. 

Doctor  Wood  has  applied  himself  closely 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  has 
built  up  one  of  the  largest  practices  of 
western  Iowa.  In  connection  with  his 
practice  he  also  owns  one-half  interest  in 
the  largest  drug  store  in  Logan.  He  is  a 
firm  beJiever  in  the  value  of  real  estate  as 
a  safe  and  remunerative  investment,  and 
owns  several  well  improved  farms,  these 
being  purchased  with  the  proceeds  received 
from  his  practice.  His  residence  in  Logan 
is  one  of  the  most  modern  and  well  ap- 
pointed in  Harrison  county. 

Doctor  Wood  is  the  present  mayor  of 
Logan,  being  elected  to  that  office  in  1897 
and  1898  on  the  citizens'  ticket,  and  re- 
ceived two-thirds  of  all  the  votes  cast.  He 
is  a  member  oE  the  Iowa  State  Medical  so- 
ciety, Iowa  Association  of  Railway  sur- 
geons and  Pan-American  congress.  He 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  Knights  Templar 
and  is  a  noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  liberal  in  his  views, 
and  is  not  a  member  of  any  church  organ- 
ization. Doctor  Wood  was  married  May 
12,  1886,  to  Miss  Florence  Bolter,  only 
daughter  of  Senator  L.  R.  Bolter,  a  sketch 
of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.     They  have  no  children. 


WOODWARD,  John  C.  and  Winfield 
W.,  the  well-known  architects,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  were  born  February  16,  1864,  and 
September  8,  1866,  respectively,  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  Knox  county,  Ohio.  Both  have 
shown  remarkable  ability  in  their  profes- 
sion, and  are  among  the  youngest  men 
of  prominence  in  their  profession  in  the 
United  States.  They  evinced  a  phenom- 
enal aptitude  for  drawing  early  in  life, 
John  C.  having  been  awarded  first  prize 
for  the  best  freehand  sketch  from  nature, 
offered  by  the  Youth's  Companioii,  which 
competition  was  open  to  the  world.  As 
their  whole  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
development  of  those  talents,  it  is  only 
natural  that  they  should  have  achieved 


success.  Thrown  upon  their  own  resour- 
ces early  in  life,  they  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing positions  in  the  leading  architects'  of- 
fices, where  they  studied  the  profession  in 
all  its  branches.  While  John  C.  excels  in 
the  use  of  the  pencil,  the  other  brother  is 
the  better  business  man,  so  that  in  part- 
nership they  easily  succeed.  At  the  time 
the  government  architect's  office  in  Omaha 
was  discontinued,  the  senior  member  of 
this  firm  was  thrown  out  of  employment, 
and  it  also  happened  that  the  younger 
brother  was  not  engaged  at  that  time,  so 
they  submitted  plans  and  estimates  for  the 
erection  of  a  schoolhouse  in  Council  Bluffs. 
To  be  competent  to  do  the  work  is  one 
thing,  but  to  secure  the  contract  is  another 
matter  entirely,  and  as  the  Woodward  boys 
had  no  office  at  that  time,  and  were  youth- 
ful in  appearance,  it  looked  as  though  the 
older  and  well-established  firms  in  that 
line  of  business  stood  a  much  better  show 
of  getting  the  contract.  They  pressed 
their  claim  with  such  force  and  in  such  a 
pleasing  business  way,  however,  that  the 
board  decided  to  let  the  job  to  them,  and 
adopted  their  plans,  a  decision  it  has  never 


/oAn  C.  Woodward » 


had  to  regret.  This  contract  completed, 
they  decided  to  open  an  office  in  Council 
Bluffs,  and  though  strongly  opposed  by 
resident  architects  they  have  built  up  a  re- 
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markable  business,  and  scores  of  private 
residences  and  public  buildings  stand 
throughout  this  state,  and  other  states,  to 
witness  their  skill  in  modern  architecture. 


Winjield  Woodward. 

They  came  from  old  revolutionary  stock. 
Their  grandfather,  Mr.  Asa  Woodward, 
was  born  at  Rutland,  Vt. ,  and  enlisted  in 
the  revolutionary  war  at  Burlington,  Vt., 
at  the  age  of  17  years,  serving  all  through 
the  war,  and  drew  a  pension  from  the 
United  States  government  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  August  30,  1837,  at  Homer, 
Lickinof  county,  Ohio.  The  mother,  Mrs. 
Caroline  Woodward,  was  born  at  Newark, 
N.  J.,  August  26,  1834,  her  maiden  name 
being  Scribner  and  her  mother's  maiden 
name  being  Jelliff.  Her  forefather  owned 
the  land  where  the  city  of  Baltimore  is 
now  built,  and  the  family  were  distant  rel- 
atives of  General  Sturgis. 

During  the  revolutionary  war  General 
Washington  used  to  visit  them,  holding 
councils  of  war  at  their  house.  The  late 
Hon.  Judge  Charles  H.  Scribner,  district 
judge  and  law  partner  of  the  late  ex-con- 
gressman, Hon.  Prank  Hurd,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  is  an  uncle  of  J.  C.  and  W.  Wood- 
ward. Their  father,  Maj.  Fayette  Wood- 
ward, was  born  at  Homer,  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  April  20,  1827;  crossed  the  plains  to 
California  in  1849,  walking  nearly  all  the 

i8 


way  there,  and  kept  a  diary  of  his  trip, 
which  writing  is  very  distinct  now.  Re- 
turning to  Ohio  from  California,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Caroline  Scribner.  Had  five 
children,  four  boys  and  one  girl.  Two 
boys  died;  the  rest  living.  The  first  born, 
Lucius  Gillman  Woodward,  born  at  Homer, 
Licking  county,  December  1,  1852,  died 
March  26,  1854. 

Ella  Dale  Woodward,  born  at  Appleton, 
Licking  county,  Ohio,  June  17,  1855;  Ever- 
ett Scribner  Woodward,  born  at  Appleton, 
Licking  county,  Ohio,  November  26,  1857, 
died  at  Essex,  Page  county,  Iowa,  March 
2,  1880. 

Maj.  Payette  Woodward  was  a  prominent 
druggist  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  removed 
thence  to  Westerville,  Ohio,  engaged  in 
the  same  business  there,  thence  to  Essex, 
Page  county,  Iowa,  November  10,  1879. 
Coming  west,  he  engaged  in  farming,  hop- 
ing to  restore  to  health  his  son,  Everett 
Scribner  Woodward,  who  was  an  artist  and 
druggist  of  ability.  J.  C.  and  W.  Wood- 
ward locating  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and 
the  daughter,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Callins,  in  Omaha, 
induced  him  to  remove  from  Essex,  Iowa, 
to  Council  Bluffs. 


HAMMOND,  Hiram,  of  Le  Grand,  Mar- 
shall county,  has  lived  in  Iowa  forty-five 
years,  during  most  of  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  milling  business.  He 
was  born  near  Smithtield,  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio,  February  20,  1832,  and  came  to  Iowa 
in  the  spring  of  1854.  His  father,  Benjamin 
Hammond,  was  a  farmer,  and  so  were  his 
ancestors.  His  mother  was  Margaret  Nay- 
lor  Hammond.  They  were  plain  people, 
content  with  the  good  living  which  the 
Ohio  farm  afforded  them,  and  they  remained 
upon  it  from  1808  until  1864.  Benjamin 
Hammond  never  held  an  office  or  sought 
prominence  in  any  way.  Hiram  had  the 
experience  common  to  the  farmer  boys 
of  that  time,  working  on  the  farm  during 
the  summer  and  attending  the  district  school 
in  the  winter  time.  For  eleven  months, 
during  the  years  1851  and  1852,  he  attended 
a  seminary  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio,  where  he 
acquired  the  rudiments  of  higher  mathemat- 
ics— philosophy,  chemistry,  etc.  He  taught 
two  terms  of  district  school  in  Ohio  and  one 
in  Iowa.  Arriving  in  Marshall  county 
in  the  spring  of  1854  with  but  little  means, 
he  managed  to  get  hold  of  a  piece  of  land, 
breaking  plow  and  five  yoke  of  cattle.  He 
entered  at  once  upon  the  work  of  subduing 
the  virgin  soil  of  his  adopted  state,  and 
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his  success  has  been  continuous  from  that 
time,  though  his  business  training  was 
altogether  that  of  the  practical  man  look- 
ing aiter  his  own  affairs.  He  had  no 
apprenticeship.  In  1863  he  sold  the  farm 
ana  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  Le  Grand 
flour  mills,  where  he  has  continued  to  manu- 
facture a  high  grade  of  the  **  staff  of  lif e  " 
for  a  large  trade.  Mr.  Hammond's  partner 
for  two  years  was  Isocher  Scholfield,  who 
sold  his  interest  to  his  brother,  Thomas 
Scholfield,  and  he  afterwards  sold  his 
interest  to  W.  G.  Benedict.  At  this  time 
extensive  repairs  were  made  on  the  mill; 
two  farms  c6ntiguous  thereto  were  pur- 
chased, and  cattle  and  hogs  raised  and  fed 


on  a  large  scale,  with  good  results.  An 
unfortunate  investment  in  Montana  mining 
property  resulted  disastrously  to  the  firm, 
and  the  land  was  sold  to  pay  up  the  losses. 
In  1887  Mr.  Hammond  purchased  Mr. 
Benedict's  interest  and  sold  it  to  his  son, 
L.  A.  Hammond,  and  the  father  and  son 
are  now  carrying  on  the  business. 

Although  he  has  held  no  office  higher 
than  that  of  county  supervisor,  Mr.  Ham- 
mond began  to  vote  the  republican  ticket 
when  John  C.  Fremont  was  the  nominee 
for  president  in  1856,  and  has  steadfastly 
clung  to  the  republican  party  since  that 
time.  He  served  on  the  school  board  when 
the  present    comfortable,   graded    school 


building  was  erected  in  Le  Grand.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Friends '  Academy  BuUd- 
ing  association,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  this  school,  which 
was  established  in  1872,  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  Penn  college, 
in  Oskaloosa,  and  was  for  some  eight  or 
ten  years  a  director.  He  gave  all  of  his 
children  a  full  course  in  the  academy,  and 
three  of  them  graduated  from  Penn  college. 
He  belongs  to  the  Friends'  church  and 
lives  up  to  the  teachings  of  that  sturdy 
faith.  Mr.  Hammond  was  married  in  1856 
to  Anna  Foglesong,  of  Ohio.  Two  sons 
and  four  daughters  came  to  this  union,  all 
of  whom  are  living;  five  of  them  married, 
with  families.  The  elder  son,  Lewis  A., 
born  July  16,  1859,  is  associated  with  his 
father  in  business.  The  younger  son, 
Charles  L.,  born  March  31,  1867,  is  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  Gilman, 
Iowa.  The  oldest  daughter,  Margaret, 
born  August  24,  1857,  married  H.  H.  Salis- 
bury, a  machinist,  and  is  pleasantly  located 
in  Pasadena,  Cal. ;  the  second  daughter, 
M.  Elizabeth,  born  April  23,  1861,  married 
the  Rev.  R.  H.  Hartley,  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  La  Porte,  Ind. ;  the 
third  daughter,  Adaline,  born  February  12, 
1863,  married  S.  M.  Hadley,  professor  of 
mathematics  in  Penn  college,  in  Oskaloosa; 
the  youngest  daughter,  Nettie,  born  June  5, 
1865,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home  with 
her  parents. 


LINCOLN,  George  Allen,  for  three 
terms  mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  familiar 
figure  in  republican  state  conventions  and 
has  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the 
councils  of  the  republican  party  in  Iowa 
for  many  years  He  was  born  in  Chicopee, 
Mass.,  January  31,  1848,  and  was  the  son 
of  George  D.  and  Mary  E.  Lincoln.  With 
his  parents  he  went  to  Madison,  Wis.,  in 
1858,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  he  en- 
listed in  the  Third  Wisconsin  light  artillery, 
December  22,  1863,  and  served  as  a  private 
in  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  until  dis- 
charged July  3, 1865.  Soon  after  the  close 
of  the  war  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  March 
25,  1867,  and  engaged  in  the  clothing  busi- 
ness which  he  followed  until  1878,  and  re- 
tired with  a  competency  to  go  into  the 
real  estate  business.  He  organized  the  first 
volunteer  fire  department  in  1869  and  was 
chief  engineer  from  1870  to  1876.  He  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  State  Fire- 
men 's  association  and  was  president  in  1892 
and  1893.     His  connection  with  the  city 
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government  of  Cedar  Rapids  began  in  1874, 
when  he  was  elected  alderman  of  the  Third 
ward.  In  1878  he  was  recorder  and  asses- 
sor of  the  city.     He  was  elected  mayor  in 


March,  1895,  and  was  twice  re-elected, 
serving  until  March,  1898.  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  always  elected  as  a  republican  and  has 
been  actively  identified  with  all  the  move- 
ments of  the  party  in  Iowa  since  1867. 
During  all  that  time  he  has  hardly  ever 
missed  being  a  delegate  to  the  county  and 
state  conventions  every  year.  He  served 
as  a  member  of  the  republican  state  central 
committee  from  the  Fifth  district  during 
the  years  1890  and  1891.  In  1891  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Cedar  Rapids,  aud 
served  four  years,  and  at  the  present  time 
he  is  chairman  of  the  republican  county 
central  committee  of  Linn  county.  Al- 
though a  stroQg  anti-prohibitionist,  he  did 
not  leave  the  party  during  the  prohibi- 
tionist fight,  believing  that  the  time  would 
come  when  the  party  would  uot  make  that 
a  test  of  party  fealty  and  would  remove 
the  issue  from  politics.  Mr.  Lincoln  has 
had  a  great  part  in  the  development  of  the 
enterprising  and  rapidly  growing  city  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  He  has  been  identified  with 
all  its  improvements  and  has  contributed 
liberally  to  promote  public  enterprises. 
During  his  administration  as  mayor,  large 
public  improvements  were  made,  including 


paving,  sewering,  the  new  union  passenger 
station,  and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  station.  It  is  largely  on  account 
of  his  influence  and  activity  that  the  repub- 
lican state  convention  was  twice  located  in 
Cedar  Rapids.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  married 
in  Cedar  Rapids,  February  17,  1869,  to 
Fannie  Atwell,  and  they  have  one  daughter. 
Bertha,  born  February  10,  1875. 

Of  Mr.  Lincoln  it  can  be  said  without 
the  least  exaggeration  that  he  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  men  in  the  state.  He  has 
friends  and  intimate  acquaintances  in  every 
county,  so  that  when  he  goes  to  a  state  con- 
vention he  can  always  find  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances glad  to  oblige  him,  and  he  is 
in  his  turn  very  eager  to  serve  a  friend. 


MOORHEAD,  Dr.  James,  is  a  native  of 
the  state  of  Ohio.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
Moorhead,  who  was  bom  in  Holmes  county, 
Ohio,  January  15, 1828,  and  was  married  to 
Miss  Clara  A.  Heller,  of  Chemung  county, 
N.  Y. ,  March  1 ,  1849.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Hannah  Baker  Heller.  In 
1855  Joseph  Moorhead  came  with  his 
family  to  Linn  county,  where  he  purchased 


a  farm  and  settled  on  it,  living  a  few  years 
in  a  log  house.  He  worked  on  the  farm  in 
the  summer  and  taught  public  school  in 
the    winter    for  several  years.     He    was 
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an  influential  citizen,  serving  in  various 
township  and  county  offices.  He  served 
six  years  as  trustee  of  the  state  reform 
school  at  Eldora.  In  1881  he  moved  to 
Marion,  having  been  elected  county  au- 
ditor, serving  in  that  position  six  years. 
James  was  bom  near  Millersburg,  Ohio, 
April  1,  1850.  On  the  paternal  side  his 
ancestors  were  from  Scotland,  and  from 
Germany  on  the  maternal  side.  His  father 
and  mother  both  having  been  school- 
teachers, his  early  instruction  was  care- 
fully directed.  He  first  went  to  school  to 
his  father,  who  taught  in  a  rough,  log 
schoolhouse  two  miles  from  their  home. 
His  boyhood,  when  not  in  school,  was 
spent  upon  the  farm,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  various  kinds  of  labor  required  of  a 
farmer's  son  in  those  early  days.  When 
18  years  of  age  James  taught  school  in  the 
district  where  he  had  obtained  his  educa- 
tion, and  continued  teaching  each  winter 
for  eight  years.  He  was  a  student  at  Cor- 
nell college  for  three  years.  In  1876  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  Dr.  Terry, 
at  Ely,  in  the  drug  business.  He  was 
postmaster  at  Ely  for  ten  years.  He  took 
a  two-years'  course  in  pharmacy  and  grad- 
uated from  the  National  Institute  of  Phar- 
macy at  Chicago  in  1887.  He  moved  to 
Cedar  Rapids  and  opened  a  first-class  drug 
store,  having  a  large  prescription  business. 
During  all  the  years  he  was  employed 
in  the  drug  business,  Mr.  Moorhead  had 
been  a  studious  reader  of  medical  books 
and  publications,  and  finally  decided  to 
take  a  medical  course  of  instruction,  and 
entered  the  State  university.  There  he 
attended  medical  lectures,  and  graduated 
from  the  homeopathic  department  in  1893, 
beginning  practice  at  Cedar  Rapids,  as- 
sociated with  Dr.  W.  A.  Hubbard.  He 
afterwards  took  a  post  graduate  course 
in  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  college  in 
1895.  In  1893  he  bought  the  office  and 
practice  of  Dr.  G.  S.  Muirhead,  at  Marion, 
and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medicine 
there.  He  has  established  an  extensive 
business,  and,  by  his  skill  and  knowledge, 
won  the  confidence  of  the  community.  He 
is  local  surgeon  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railway  company,  and  also  of 
the  Bankers '  Accident  Insurance  company. 
In  1894  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Dr.  Muirhead,  who  had  returned  to  Mar- 
ion. In  politics  Dr.  Moorhead  has  always 
been  an  active  republican;  has  held  many 
township  and  school  offices,  and  often 
served  as  delegate  to  republican  state  con- 
ventions. He  is  a  member  of  the  following 


secret  societies:  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  Improved  Red  Men,  and 
other  lodges.  He  is  captain  of  Marion 
Company  No.  23,  U.  R.,  K.  of  P.;  past 
chancellor  of  Mar  iola  Lodge  No.  8,  K.  of  P. ; 
high.priestof  Marion  Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A. 
M. ;  past  patron  of  Marion  Chapter  No. 
188,  O.  E.  S. ;  past  great  sachem  of  Iowa, 
I.  O.  R.  M.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homeopathy,  the  Hahne- 
mann Medical  Society  of  Iowa,  and  of  the 
Central  Iowa  Medical  association.  He  is 
medical  examiner  of  the  Knights  of  Honor, 
A.  O.  U.  W. ,  and  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance company,.and  others.  He  has  always 
been  an  active  worker  and  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  its  auxil- 
iaries. On  December  24,  1871,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  J. 
Stream,  youngest  daughter  of  Eli  as  and 
Mary  A.  Waters  Stream,  who  were  natives 
of  Virginia.  Eliza  was  born  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  October  14,  1851.  She  came 
to  Iowa  with  her  parents,  who  settled  in 
Linn  county,  in  1855.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  them — two  boys,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  Clara  A.,  born  October  31, 
1874.  She  graduated  from  the  Cedar 
Rapids  high  school  in  1893  and  from  Cor- 
nell college  in  1897,  receiving  the  degree 
of  B.  A. 


McKEEVER,  A.  J.,  of  Sheldon,  O'Brien 
county,  is  a  product  of  Ireland,  the  little 
green  isle  that  has  furnished  so  large  a 
quota  of  the  men  who  have  been  foremost 
in  preserving  and  developing  this  great 
land  of  the  free.  His  parents,  Michael  and 
Rose  (O'Kane)  McKeever,  were  farmers, 
and  despite  the  despicable  system  of  land- 
lordism prevailing  in  Ireland,  were  in 
moderate  financial  circumstances  when 
they  came  to  the  United  States  in  1860. 

The  youth  of  Mr.  A.  J.  McKeever  was 
spent  on  a  farm  in  Dubuque  county,  where 
his  parents  resided  until  1884,  when  he  re- 
moved to  O'Brien  county.  In  1888  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  at  Sheldon, 
in  partnership  with  Mr.  Theodore  Geiger, 
and  after  one  year's  prosperous  business 
Mr.  McKeever  bought  out  the  interest  of 
his  partner  and  continued  the  business 
alone.  In  his  youth  he  learned  well  the 
lessons  of  prudence,  frugality  and  industry, 
so  valuable  to  men  everywhere  in  business, 
and  these  qualities  enabled  him  to  increase 
his  stock  and  extend  his  business  until  now 
he    owns  and    occupies   the    handsomest 
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business  block  in  that  city.  He  is  the  em- 
bodiment of  a  first-class  business  man; 
strictly  honorable  in  his  dealings,  courteous 
to  all,  and  genial  and  companionable  to  a 


high  degree.  He  makes  a  friend  of  every- 
one with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  Com- 
ing direct  to  Iowa  from  Ireland  in  1860,  he 
begun  with  pioneer  life,  and  has  lived  to 
see  the  wild  prairie  upon  which  he  first 
came  for  a  home  transformed  into  a 
grand  agricultural  paradise,  all  settled  up 
with  good  citizens  and  industrious  farmers, 
and  has  accumulated  for  himself  a  goodly 
portion  of  this  world's  wealth  to  make 
himself  comfortable  in  old  age.  Reli- 
giously, like  the  greater  share  of  his  nation- 
ality, he  is  a  Catholic,  and  is  faithful  in  his 
labors  for,  and  self  sacrificing  in  his  devo- 
tion to,  his  church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
democrat,  but  one  of  that  kind  who  has 
the  greatest  consideration  for  the  views  of 
those  opposed  to  him. 


NICOL,  Dr.  John  Harvey,  practicing 
physician  of  Villisca,  came  to  Iowa  with 
his  parents  when  but  a  child,  and  located 
in  Morning  Sun  about  1853.  His  father, 
Josiah  Nicol,  was  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  and  buyer  on  a  large  scale.  He  car- 
ried on  a  large  stock  business  in  Louisa 
county  for  more  than  twenty  years,  but  in 


1873  suffered  severe  losses  in  shipping 
stock,  and  since  then  has  been  an  active 
commission  merchant  in  the  stock  yards  at 
Kansas  City.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Margaret  Wilson,  daughter  of 
John  Wilson,  who  served  his  country  in  the 
war  of  1812,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  died 
in  Morning  Sun  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  96. 
Both  of  Dr.  Nicol 's  parents  were  born  and 
reared  in  Ohio  and  were  married  there, 
and  moved  from  Preble  county,  Ohio,  to 
Louisa  county,  Iowa,  where  they  brought 
up  a  family  of  eight  children,  one  daughter 
and  seven  sons.  John  H.  Nicol  was  born 
in  Preble  county,  Ohio,  April  3,  1849.  He 
attended  school  on  the  opening  day  when 
the  first  schoolhouse  in  his  district  in 
Louisa  county  was  ready  for  use.  The 
only  furniture  in  the  room  consisted  of 
two  slab  benches.  In  1873  he  completed 
the  course  in  the  academy  at  Grand  View, 
Iowa,  ranking  at  the  top  in  a  class  of  six- 
teen. He  represented  his  literary  society 
with  honor  and  success  in  two  annual  con- 
tests. Having  a  desire  to  study  medicine, 
he  began  to  teach  school  as  soon  as  he  had 
completed  his  academic  course,  and  when- 
ever he  was  not  otherwise  employed  he 


put  in  his  time  studying  medicine  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Holliday,  now  of  Bur- 
lington. His  father's  failure  at  this  time 
threw  him  upon  his  own  resources,  but  by 
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industry  and  economy  he  still  continued  the 
study  of  his  profession,  and  with  the  as- 
sistance of  some  good  friends  he  attended 
his  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  Keokuk 
Medical  college,  in  the  winter  of  1874  and 
1875.  Dr.  HoUiday  and  W.  M.  Braniger, 
both  now  prominent  citizens  of  Burlington, 
are  gratefully  remembered  by  the  doctor 
for  the  confidence  they  placed  in  him  by 
extending  a  helping  hand  at  this  time.  He 
began  practicing  at  Lacona,  in  April,  1875, 
and  remained  there  until  August,  1877,  re- 
turning to  Keokuk  from  time  to  time,  and 
graduating  in  February,  1878,  when  he  re- 
sumed his  practice  in  Lacona.  He  soon 
gained  an  extensive  practice  and  was  the 
leading  physician  in  that  locality.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  district,  state  and  Ameri- 
can medical  societies,  and  keeps  up  with 
the  latest  discoveries  in  his  profession.  In 
1892  Dr.  Nicol  moved  to  Indianola,  and  a 
year  later  to  Villisca,  where  he  has  earned 
a  position  as  one  of  the  most  progressive 
medical  men  in  southwestern  Iowa,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Southwestern  Iowa  Medical 
society,  and  the  Missouri  Valley  Medical 
society. 

Casting  his  first  vote  for  General  Grant 
for  president.  Dr.  Nicol  has  always  voted 
the  straight  republican  ticket,  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  its  local  and  state 
conventions.  He  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.,  and  K.  of  P.,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Villisca. 

Dr.  Nicol  was  married  February  21, 
1878,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Lytle,  of  Ligonier, 
Penn.  They  have  no  children.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  M.  E.  church,  and  has 
always  been  active  in  the  Sunday  school, 
and  has  taken  an  interest  in  the  musical 
affairs  of  the  church. 


moved  there  from  New  Jersey  the  previous 
year.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  was 
married  in  1833  to  Amanda  Brown,  whose 
parents  were  southerners,  but  who  believed 
slavery  to  be  wrong.  Her  father,  in  1821, 
disposed  of  his  property  in  New  Orleans, 
and  came  with  his  family  to  Cincinnati, 
where  he  freed  all  his  slaves,  and  then  set- 
tled in  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death  in  1838.  He  served 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Mr.  Patrick 's  father 
died  in  1878  in  Cass  county,  Mich. 

J.  P.  Patrick  was  born  at  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio,  October  27,  1836.  He  was  brought 
up  on  a  farm  and  secured  his  early  educa- 


PATRICK,  James  Perkins,  a  veteran 
of  the  late  war,  is  one  of  the  leading  whole- 
sale merchants  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  of 
Irish  descent,  his  ancestors  having  come 
from  County  Tyrone  in  Ireland  during  the 
seventeenth  century,  settling  at  Quinton, 
N.  J.  His  great-grandfather,  Samuel 
Patrick,  with  his  brother,  Abner,  served 
as  privates  in  the  revolution  under  Capt. 
William  Smith,  of  Salem.  Samuel  was 
wounded  in  an  action  occurring  at  Quinton 
Bridge,  March  18,  1778,  and  both  were 
taken  prisoner  and  lay  for  two  years  on 
board  a  British  prison  ship  in  New  York 
harbor.  Mr.  Patrick's  father,  Samuel 
Patrick,  a  farmer,  was  bom  near  Youngs- 
town,   Ohio,  in   1809,  his  parents  having 


tion  at  the  district  school.  In  1846,  when 
he  was  10  years  old,  he  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Cass  county,  Mich.  He  came  to 
Iowa  in  1857,  soon  after  attaining  his 
majority,  and  settled  in  Payette  county, 
where  he  put  in  many  hours  of  hard  work 
to  secure  funds  for  acquiring  a  higher  edu- 
cation. In  1860  he  entered  Upper  Iowa 
university,  but  left  school  after  a  year  to 
join  the  army,  enlisting  in  Company  P  of 
the  Third  Iowa  infantry.  He  served  as  a 
private  until  1862,  when  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He  was  with  his 
company  during  all  its  marches  and  engage- 
ments from  1861  to  1863,  including  the  iMkt- 
tle  of  Shiloh.  He  received  a  severe  wound 
in  the  hip  from  a  canister  while  on  board 
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the  steamer  *  *  Crescent  City, ' '  in  the  vicinity 
of  Vicksburg.  He  was  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  upon  his  re- 
covery several  months  later  was  commis- 
sioned lieutenant  of  Battery  P,  Second 
United  States  Colored  Light  artillery,  in 
which  position  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  participating  in  many  skirmishes 
and  engagements  in  western  Tennessee 
and  northern  Mississippi,  the  principal 
battle  being  at  Guntown,  Miss. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  war  in  1866, 
Lieutenant  Patrick  began  business  as  a 
general  merchant  at  West  Union,  but  after 
three  years  sold  out  and  moved  to  Mc- 
Gregor, where  he  assisted  in  organizing  a 
wholesale  and  retail  hardware  establish- 
ment, under  the  firm  name  of  Drake,  Day- 
ton &  Patrick.  He  did  a  good  business 
here  for  twenty  three  years,  and  in  1892 
removed  to  Des  Moines,  and  in  partner- 
ship with  Henry  Luthe,  established  the 
wholesale  hardware  house  of  Patrick  & 
Luthe  Co.,  with  which  he  is  still  connected, 
doing  a  large  business  with  firms  all  over 
the  state. 

Mr.  Patrick  has  always  voted  the 
straight  republican  ticket,  but  has  not 
been  an  ofiiceholder,  further  than  serving 
as  mayor  of  McGregor  and  as  a  member  of 
the  city  council  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  not 
a  member  of  any  church,  but  his  family 
attend  the  Congregational. 

He  was  married  March  8,  1870,  to  Miss 
Louisa  M.  St.  John.  Their  family  now 
consists  of  two  children,  Elizabeth  B., 
bom  in  1874,  and  Charles  C. ,  born  in  1879. 
Mr.  Patrick  takes  just  pride  in  the  fact 
that  in  his  thirty-two  years  of  business 
experience  in  Iowa  he  has  always  paid  100 
cents  on  the  doUar,  and  has  never  been 
sued  for  debt. 


ANSON,  Henry.  At  Marshalltown, 
where  he  is  revered  and  respected,  resides 
Mr.  Henry  Anson,  founder  of  Marshall- 
town,  and  who,  though  now  at  an  advanced 
age,  is  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential 
citizens.  He  was  born  in  Ontario  county, 
N.  Y.,  April  19,  1826.  His  parents  re- 
moved to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  in  1833,  and  it 
was  there,  in  1846,  he  married  Miss  Janet 
Rice,  sister  of  Hon.  Wells  S.  Rice.  In 
1851  Mr.  Anson  started  for  the  west,  in 
true  pioneer  style,  arriving  in  Bureau,  111., 
in  May  of  that  year.  It  was  there  he  left 
his  family  behind  and  came  over  into  Iowa 
on  horseback  in  search  of  a  location,  and 
finally  chose  Marshall  county  because  of 


its  central  location  within  the  state.  It 
was  his  belief  at  that  time  that  the  capitol 
of  the  state  would  some  day  be  located 
within  the  border  lines  of  that  county.  On 
his  way  he  passed  the  fort  being  erected 
by  the  few  early  settlers,  who  were  then 
in  a  panic  because  of  a  threatened  outbreak 
of  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  when  he  had 
reached  a  divide,  which  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  Iowa  river  and  on  the 
south  and  east  by  Linn  creek,  he  became 
enraptured  with  the  scene  presented,  and 
concluded  to  make  his  future  home  there. 
The  pre-emption  cabin  which  he  then 
erected  was  located  a  little  west  of  what  is 


now  the  comer  of  First  and  Main  streets, 
of  Marshalltown.  He  at  once  took  steps 
for  the  survey  of  a  town  site,  which  he 
will  be  pardoned  for  believing  would  ulti- 
mately be  the  future  capital  of  Iowa.  The 
first  persons  to  arrive  at  the  new  Eldorado 
were  Mr.  Anson's  mother  and  two  sisters 
and  Horace  Anson,  a  brother.  These 
people  erected  the  second  house  in  the  new 
city.  In  1853  settlers  began  to  arrive  in 
great  numbers,  but  lumber  was  hard  to  get, 
and  to  overcome  that  difficulty  Mr.  Anson 
had  a  sawmill  brought  out  from  Ohio,  and 
the  same  proved  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
the  newcomers.  In  1851  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  locate  the  county  seat  of 
Marshall  county,  and  then  began  a  fight 
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which  lasted  many  years  and  was  only  won 
through  the  energy  and  generous  contribu- 
tions of  money  of  Mr.  Anson.  His  many 
shrewd  moves  to  defeat  injunctions  by  the 
court  during  that  time  would  fill  a  volume. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  at  the  head  of  an 
immense  brick  factory,  building  and  real 
estate  business,  and  has  associated  with 
him  in  business  his  son  Sturgis.  Adrian 
C.  Anson,  the  famous  baseball  player,  is 
the  only  other  living  child.  Mrs.  Anson, 
the  wife  of  our  subject,  died  more  than 
thirty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Anson  always  claims  that  if  the  same 
amount  of  effort  and  expense  dispensed  in 
the  county  seat  fight,  which  lasted  seven 
years,  could  have  been  applied  to  securing 
the  location  of  the  capital  of  the  state  at 
that  time,  it  could  have  easily  been  done. 
His  own  contributions  in  that  line  were 
enormous,  embracing  nearly  one-half  mile 
square  of  the  choicest  of  the  city  property, 
including  the  old  court  house  site,  together 
with  a  large  part  of  the  material  for  the 
building.  The  present  court  house  block 
was  later  also  contributed  to  the  county 
by  Mr.  Anson,  he  requiring  the  erection  of 
a  building  worth  not  less  than  $100,000. 

In  the  spring  of  1856  there  was  consumed 
by  fire  two  immense  lumbering  mills  he 
had  constructed  for  making  lumber,  lath 
and  shingles  from  native  timber,  that  being 
the  only  material  for  building  purposes 
before  the  advent  of  railways.  Insurance 
in  those  days  in  the  west  was  unknown, 
and  accordingly  the  loss  was  entire,  and 
growth  of  the  city  delayed  until  new  mills 
could  be  erected.  The  flouring  mills  of 
the  city  at  the  river  were  secured  by  Mr. 
Anson  donating  the  site,  together  with 
forty  acres  of  land  and  $500  in  cash  for  the 
improvements,  to  G.  M.  Woodbury.  Add 
to  this  the  grounds  donated  for  railroad 
depots  and  other  expenses  of  securing  the 
roads,  together  with  attorney's  fees  and 
other  expenses  of  seven  years'  county  seat 
war,  and  the  modern  ** tenderfoot"  may 
form  some  idea  of  the  efforts  necessary  in 
founding  and  starting  the  city  of  Marshall- 
town.  Mr.  Anson  has  built  an  enduring 
monument  for  his  name  in  the  affections  of 
the  people  of  his  chosen  home. 


The  founder  of  the  family  in  America  was  Mr. 
Pierre,  or  Peter,  Crapo.  About  1675,  when  a  mere 
lad,  he  was  cast  ashore  with  his  brother  upon  the 
New  England  coast  by  the  wrecking  of  a  French 
vessel,  of  which  his  brother  was  commander.  The 
elder  brother  returned  to  EYance.  Peter  remained 
with  the  Massachusetts  colonists,  and  when  he  ar- 
rived at  manhood  married  a  granddaughter  of 
Peregrine  White.  His  wife's  grandfather  enjoyed 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  white  child  bom 
in  the  Plymouth  colony.  Philip  M.  Crapo's  father, 
Philip,  was  born  October  12,  1798,  and  was  married 
in  18z3  to  Hannah  Crapo.  Their  son  enjoyed  the 
benefits  of  an  excellent  school  system  and  was  pre- 
pared for  college.  His  college  plans  were  in- 
terrupted by  his  enlistment  as  a  private  soldier  in 
the  Third  Massachusetts  infantry.  He  served  in 
the  eastern  department  with  headquarters  at  New- 
berne,  N.  C.  After  the  war  Mr.  Crapo  went  to 
Michigan,  where  he  engaged  as  a  civil  engineer  in 
the  construction  of  what  is  now  the  Flint  and  Pere 
Marquette  railroad.  He  afterwards  engaged  in 
the  state  offices  at  Detroit  in  the  preparation  of 
the  military  history  of  Michigan.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Detroit  Mr.  Crapo  occupied  a  prominent 
social  position,  being  a  member  of  many  social, 
literary,  and  military  organizations.  In  April, 
1868,  he  came  to  Iowa  and  took  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
company  in  the  southern  half  of  the  state.  Subse- 
quently his  territory  was  enlarged  and  he  was  made 
the  general  agent  for  the  company  for  Iowa  and 


CRAPO,  Philip  M.,  a  prominent, 
wealthy,  and  philanthropic  citizen  of  Bur- 
lington, was  bom  in  Freetown,  near  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  June  30,  1844.  He  traces 
his  ancestry  through  more  than  two  cen- 
turies. 


Nebraska,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention  for 
thirteen  years.  In  1882  he  was  appointed  financial 
correspondent  of  the  company,  which  position  he 
has  filled  continuously  since  that  date.  He  has 
served  the  company  successfully  and  satisfactorily 
for  more  than  thirty-one  years. 

While  Mr.  Crapo  has  always  been  an  active  re- 
publican, he  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.    He 
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I  ohairman  of  the  republican  oongressional  com- 
mittee in  his  district  in  the  campaigns  of  1886  and 
1888,  and  in  1885  was  county  chairman  for  Des 
Moines  counts.  He  accepted  the  nomination  for 
state  senator  in  that  year,  and,  though  he  ran  very 
much  ahead  of  his  party  ticket,  he  could  not  over- 
come  the  democratic  majority  in  the  county.  In 
1889  his  friends  supported  him  loyally  in  the  repub- 
lican state  convention  for  the  nomination  for  gov- 
ernor. 

Mr.  Grapo  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  has 
been  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  advancement  of 
public  interests.  He  has  been  energetic  in  his 
endeavors  to  bring  railroad  competition  to  Burling- 
ton. In  1887  he  organized  a  company  and  secured 
a  charter  froin  congress  to  build  a  combination 
bridge  across  the  Mississippi  at  Burlington,  but 
after  completing  arrangements  for  its  use,  and 
after  the  taxpayers  had  expressed  their  willingness 
to  vote  a  large  tax  to  aid  the  project,  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  bridge  company  declined  to 
assume  the  responsibility  and  the  oridge  has  never 
been  built.  Mr.  Crapo  was  chiefly  influential  4n 
securing  the  establishment  of  the  Soldiers'  home, 
located  at  Marshall  town,  and  delivered  the  address 
on  behalf  of  the  old  soldiers  at  its  dedication.  He 
has  been  active  in  securing  appropriations  for  the 
home  ever  since  it  was  established.  With  the  same 
energy  and  devotion  he  worked  for  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  building  of  the  soldiers'  monument  in 
Des  Moines,  and  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  much 
due  to  his  efforts.  When  the  Burlington  Subscrip- 
tion llbrarv,  a  stock  company,  proposed  to  donate 
its  valuable  collection  of  books  to  the  city,  Mr. 
Crapo  guaranteed  the  debt  so  the  city  council  could 
accept  the  gift.  Heading  the  list  with  a  generous 
subscription,  he  speedily  collected  the  balance, 
paid  the  debt,  and  Burlington's  free  public  library 
was  established.  He  has  continued  to  take  a  deep 
interest  in  the  library  and  is  one  of  its  trustees. 
As  a  member  of  the  purchasing  committee  he  has 
selected  nearly  all  the  books  that  have  been  pur- 
chased for  the  last  fourteen  years,  something  more 
than  12,000  in  number.  He  has  recentlv  made  it 
possible  for  the  city  to  erect  the  new  public  library 
Duilding  by  contributing  about  one-half  of  the  cost 
thereof.  As  chairman  of  the  building  committee 
he  had  almost  exclusive  charge  of  the  erection  of 
the  beautiful  and  commodious  library  building, 
which  has  no  equal  in  Iowa.  During  his  long  and 
active  business  career  in  Burlington,  Mr.  Crapo 
has  filled  many  positions  of  trust,  in  all  of  which  he 
has  been  a  zealous  and  faithful  worker,  serving 
without  compensation  for  any  services  rendered  the 
public.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Burlington  & 
Illinois  Bridge  company,  president  of  the  Burling- 
ton Board  of  Trade,  president  of  the  Commercial 
club  of  Burlington,  President  of  the  Burlington  & 
Henderson  County  Ferry  company,  trustee  of  the 
city  for  the  ferry  franchise,  trustee  of  the  public 
library,  trustee  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
park  commissioner.  His  name  was  given  to  the 
national  guard  camp  at  Burlington  in  1988,  and  it 
has  been  adopted  as  the  camp  name  for  the  local 
organization  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  Mr.  Crapo 
took  an  active  part  in  starting  the  movement  for 
paving  the  principal  streets  of  Burlington  with 
orick,  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  improvement 
of  the  Mississippi  river  were  acknowledged  by  his 
appointment  on  the  committee  to  prepare  a 
memorial  to  congress  bv  not  less  than  live  of  the 
great  conventions  called  to  consider  the  question 
of  the  improvement  of  waterways.  He  was  chiefly 
instrumental  in  securing  a  public  park  for  the  city 


of  Burlington.  In  consideration  of  his  services  the 
city  council  complimented  him  by  naming  the  new 
pleasure  ground  *'  Crapo  Park." 

Another  important  service  which  Mr.  Crapo 
rendered  to  his  city  and  state  was  the  contribution 
of  service  and  money  which  he  made  to  the  semi- 
centennial celebration  of  the  admission  of  Iowa  as 
a  state,  which  was  held  in  Burlington  in  1896.  Mr. 
Crapo  was  president  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
appointed  by  Grovernor  Drake  and  was  actively  in 
charge. 

In  fact  this  successful  business  man  has 
been  prominent  in  all  matters  affecting 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  city  and  state, 
and  especially  in  everything  calculated  to 
promote  education  and  contribute  to  the 
health  and  happiness  of  the  people.  He 
was  married  September  6,  1870,  to  Ruth  A. 
Ray.  They  have  had  seven  children: 
Edith  Ray,  born  August  13,  1871;  Philip 
Ashley,  born  July  17,  1873;  Chester  Fred- 
erick, bom  July  25,  1876;  Clifford  Maxwell, 
bom  September  6, 1878;  RuthKelsall,  bom 
September  2,  1880;  Lucy  Howland,  born 
April  7,  1883,  and  William  Mitchell,  born 
July  24,  1886.  The  oldest  son,  Philip 
Ashley,  was  a  graduate  of  Phillips  Exeter 
academy  and  the  Harvard  Law  school.  He 
had  recently  begun  the  practice  of  law  in 
New  York  city  when  the  Spanish- American 
war  began.  He  left  his  business  and  came 
to  Iowa  to  enlist  in  Company  P,  Fiftieth 
Iowa  infantry.  He  died  in  the  service,  of 
typhoid  fever,  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Sep- 
tember, 1898. 


BRECKENRIDGE,  Allender  Insign, 
well  known  in  the  business  circles  of 
Waterloo,  is  the  son  of  Josiah  Carey 
Breckenridge,  who  was  a  shareholder, 
director  and  superintendent  of  the  Meriden 
Cutlery  works,  of  Meriden,  Conn.  That 
immense  plant  owed  its  success  to  the 
wisdom  and  energy  of  Mr.  Breckenridge. 
He  was  a  man  of  attractive  manners,  genial, 
generous  and  beloved  by  all  his  employes 
Shortly  after  completing  a  handsome  resi- 
dence in  Meriden  his  life  was  suddenly  cut 
short  by  an  affection  of  the  heart.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother,  who  now  re- 
sides with  her  youngest  son  in  Meriden, 
was  Prances  Augusta  Bradley.  She  is  a 
woman  of  scholarly  attainments  and  great 
literary  ability,  and  now,  at  the  age  of  70, 
frequently  contributes  articles  to  journals 
and  magazines.  A  tradition  concerning 
the  derivation  of  the  name  Breckenridge, 
from  the  Scotch  bracken  or  common  brake, 
which  grows  abundantly  on  the  ridge 
where  the  family  was  first  known,  has 
been    handed    down    from  generation    to 
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generation.  The  name  has  been  changed, 
however,  by  the  substitution  of  the  letter 
**e  ''  for  that  of  '*a  "  in  the  first  syllable. 
The  earliest  member  of  the  family  of  whom 
w6  have  any  knowledge  is  Jacobus  Brack- 
enridge,  who  came  to  this  country  and 
settled  on  the  Ellon  tract,  in  the  forks  of 
the  Chicopee  river,  now  Palmer,  Mass. 
There  he  reared  a  large  family  in  comfort 
and  respectability.  He  was  a  good  man, 
abhorring  deceit,  and  through  his  teach- 
ings and  example  his  children  grew  up  to 
be  religious,  honorable  men  and  women. 
The  descendants  from  this  family  are  many, 
embracing  six  generations,  now  scattered 
throughout  the  United  States.     They  are 


proud  of  the  family  name,  and  the  love  of 
kin  is  one  of  their  most  marked  character- 
istics. As  a  whole  they  are  independent, 
intelligent,  moral  and  modest.  No  promi- 
nent political  positions  have  been  held  by 
them,  but 

**  They  do  the  greatest  good  who  live  hidden  lives,** 

and  to  that  class  it  appears  to  be  their  de- 
sire to  belong.  Someone  has  said,  **  There 
is  scarcely  a  college  in  the  United  States 
that  has  not  educated  a  Breckenridge, "  a 
record  of  which  they  are  most  proud. 

A.  I.  Breckenridge  was  bom  at  Meriden, 
Conn.,  August  12,  1845.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  until  18  years  of  age,  then 
spent  two  years  in  the  Episcopal  academy. 


at  Cheshire,  Conn.  This  was  followed  by 
a  course  in  Trinity  college,  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  after  which  the  young  man  started 
out  in  the  world  for  himself,  first  taking  a 
position  in  New  York  city,  in  the  store  and 
sample  rooms  of  the  Meriden  Cutlery  com- 
pany; coming  to  Iowa  in  1873  he  located  at 
Waterloo  and  engaged  in  the  coal  business, 
in  partnership  with  George  Bancroft. 
Later  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  A. 
J.  White,  and  opened  an  insurance  office. 
In  1877  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Illinois  Central  as  timekeeper,  but  his 
health  failed  and  he  was  compelled  to  go 
south.  After  a  time  he  returned  to  Water- 
loo and  re-engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness in  partnership  with  J.  K.  Sweeny.  In 
1894  Mr.  Sweeny  sold  his  interest  to  G.  C. 
Kennedy,  since  which  time  the  firm  of 
Breckenridge  &  Kennedy  has  enjoyed  a 
constantly  increasing  business.  In  1892 
Mr.  Breckenridge  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  Perpetual  Building  and  Loan  associa- 
tion, the  duties  of  which  he  has  accurately 
and  faithfully  discharged,  and  to  which  he 
now  gives  his  entire  time.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Columbia  club,  a  social  organization 
of  considerable  note.  Himself  and  his  two 
oldest  sons  are  members  of  Ascalon  Com- 
mandery  No.  25,  Knights  Templar.  They 
enjoy  the  peculiar  distinction  of  having 
taken  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  Com- 
mandery  degrees  together,  there  being  but 
one  other  instance  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  where  father  and  two  sons 
formed  a  team  for  chapter  degrees,  and,  so 
far  as  known,  no  other  where  they  took 
the  Commandery  degrees  together.  His 
name  is  among  the  signers  of  the  original 
articles  of  incorporation  of  Christ  Church 
parish.  He  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
vestry  soon  after,  which  office  he  still  holds, 
and  is  lay  reader  in  the  church  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  school. 
>  August  23,  1871,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Wheelock,  the  adopted  daughter  of 
Walter  and  Sarah  Wheelock,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  They  have  seven  children  living, 
Allender  Robert,  Walter  Wheelock,  Mari- 
etta Sarah,  Prances  Augusta,  William 
Carey,  Frederick  Keyes  and  Harriet  Mil- 
dred, having  lost  one  daughter,  Florence 
Evelyn,  who  died  in  1887. 


BENNETT,  Henry,  a  well  known  in- 
surance inspector  and  rate  maker  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  has  been  in  business  in  Iowa  for 
about  thirty  years.  He  came  to  the  state 
with  his  parents  in  1855.     They  settled  in 
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Iowa  City,  remaining  there  about  two 
years,  when  they  moved  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
which  has  since  been  Mr.  Bennett's  home, 
with  the  exception  of  a  temporary  absence 
of  two  years.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry 
Bennett  and  Angeline  Fife  Bennett,  and 
was  bom  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  October  29, 
1850.  His  father,  who  came  to  America 
when  a  small  boy,  was  bom  in  York,  Eng., 
in  1827.  He  followed  the  merchant  tailor- 
ing business  for  more  than  fifty  years,  hav- 
ing only  recently  retired.  Mrs.  Bennett 
was,  as  her  name  indicates,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  was  bom  near  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  in  1830.     Their  son  attended  the  pub- 


lic schools  in  Iowa  City  and  afterward 
graduated  from  the  Cedar  Rapids  high 
school  in  1867.  He  began  his  business 
career  as  an  office  boy  in  the  law  office  of 
Greene  &  Belt.  Judge  George  Greene 
was  the  judge  of  the  state  supreme  court 
and  compiled  Greene's  Iowa  reports.  Dur- 
ing the  war,  although  young  Bennett  was 
not  old  enough  to  join  the  army,  he  worked 
on  a  farm  during  the  summers  of  1862-3- 
4-5.  Early  in  the  year  1868  he  entered  the 
law  and  insurance  office  of  West  &  East- 
man, where  he  studied  law  and  looked 
after  the  details  of  fire  insurance  and  after- 
ward became  a  member  of  the  firm.  The 
insurance  business  increased  so  as  to  re- 
quire all  his  time  and  attention  and  he 


never  began  the  practice  of  law  or  applied 
for  admission  to  the  bar.  Soon  after,  he 
acquired  the  insurance  business  of  the  firm 
and  conducted  it  until  1881,  when  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  A.  R.  West,  continuing 
in  law  and  insurance  for  two  years,  when 
he  sold  to  his  partner  and  his  son,  and 
accepted  the  position  of  compact  manager, 
fixing  rates  and  supervising  business  for 
nearly  all  the  fire  insurance  companies 
transacting  business  in  Iowa.  He  resigned 
this  position  January  1,  1895,  and  accepted 
the  state  agency  of  the  Fire  Association  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  he  resigned  in  June, 
1896,  to  establish  an  independent  rating, 
fire  map  and  inspection  bureau.  The  legis- 
lature had  passed  a  law  prohibiting  any 
combination  of  insurance  companies  in  re- 
gard to  rates.  It  became  necessary  to 
have  some  standard  to  follow  and  some 
inspection  of  business,  so  Mr.  Bennett,  en- 
joying the  confidence  of  the  insurance 
managers  of  the  state  in  a  high  degree, 
established  this  independent  bureau  which 
has  no  connection  with  any  board,  compact 
or  alliance,  and  is  in  no  sense  a  combina- 
tion. Through  its  agency  all  risks  taken 
in  the  state  are  inspected,  advisory  tariffs 
of  equitable,  uniform  and  discriminating 
rates  are  published  and  information  is 
furnished  to  subscribers  relating  to  hazards, 
faults  of  management  and  condition  of 
risks,  at  a  low  rate  of  expense.  The  sys- 
tem has  worked  satisfactorily  and  has  ac- 
complished its  desired  purpose.  There 
are  but  four  similar  bureaus  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  affiliated  with  the  demo- 
cratic party  since  1872,  but  has  never  held 
any  office.  He  was  junior  deacon,  secretary 
and  junior  warden  of  Crescent  Lodge  No. 
25,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  was  high  priest  of  Trowel  Chapter  No. 
49,  R.  A.  M.,  and  was  a  member  of  Apollo 
Commandery  No.  26;  he  was  first  lieutenant 
commander  of  the  Grand  Consistory  Iowa, 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  United  States,  their  terri- 
tories and  dependencies,  Scottish  Rite 
Masons.  He  belongs  to  St.  Paul  *s  M.  E. 
church,  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Mr.  Bennett 
was  married  April  26,  1883,  to  Ella  Janet 
Evans.  They  have  four  children,  Helen 
E.,  born  May  16,  1884;  Max,  born  Novem- 
ber 24,  1886;  Mary,  born  July  1,  1891,  and 
Alice,  bom  May  22,  1898. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  thus  seen  to  be  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Cedar  Rapids,  having  wit- 
nessed its  growth  from  a  riverside  hanUet 
to  one  of  the  best  cities  in  the  state. 
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BAKER,  Luther  Elijah,  state  man- 
ager and  general  organizer  for  Endowment 
rank,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  the  state.  He  is  a  worthy 
type  of  a  self-made  man,  and  has,  through 
his  individual  exertions,  his  business  ability 
and  steadfastness  of  purpose,  reached  a 
position  of  prominence. 

A  native  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Baker  was 
born  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1865,  be- 
ing a  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah  (Pulse) 
Baker.  The  family  was  of  German  and 
Scotch  ancestry,  but  for  many  generations 
had  resided  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  was 
ably  represented  in  that  struggle  which  re- 
sulted in  the  supremacy  of  the  American 
arms  and  the  establishment  of  the  grand- 
est republic  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  Soon 
after  the  civil  war  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  Logan  county,  Ohio,  thence 
to  Bloomington,  111.,  and  in  1871  to  Wilton, 
Iowa.  In  1872  they  removed  to  Tama 
county,  and  the  father  followed  contract- 
ing and  building  for  a  time,  being  a  mason 
by  trade,  but  later  engaged  in  farming.  In 
early  life  his  advantages  for  securing  an 


education  were  limited,  but  being  a  student 
by  nature,  and  possessed  of  a  retentive 
memory,  he  stored  his  mind  with  valuable 
information  and  became  exceedingly  well 
posted.  He  was  an  earnest  Christian,  and 
after  reaching  the  age  of  50  years  was  or- 


dained as  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  His  death  occurred  at 
the  age  of  52  years.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives and  is  now  living  in  Melbourne,  Iowa. 

Early  in  life  Luther  E.  Baker  mani- 
fested those  traits  of  character  that  have 
led  to  his  success — strong  determination, 
firm  purpose  and  untiring  energy.  He  re- 
solved to  secure  an  education.  He  had  no 
means  with  which  to  pay  his  tuition,  but 
nevertheless  he  was  enrolled  among  the  stu- 
dents of  Western  college,  in  1882,  continu- 
ing until  the  close  of  the  term,  in  1885,  and 
he  did  all  kinds  of  work,  no  matter  how 
humble,  if  honest,  in  order  to  meet  the 
necessary  expenses  with  which  to  complete 
his  education.  He  served  as  the  first  prin- 
cipal of  the  schools  in  Vining,  Iowa,  where 
he  taught  seven  terms,  resigning  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  to  pursue  the  study  of 
law.  It  became  necessary,  however,  for  him 
to  seek  some  remunerative  employment,  and 
he  accepted  a  position  with  a  wholesale 
house  as  manager  of  a  branch  book  store 
at  Webster  City.  In  1886  he  became  book- 
keeper for  the  Mutual  Benefit  association, 
of  Toledo,  and  made  his  services  so  valu- 
able to  the  company  that  in  1891  he  was 
chosen  secretary  and  manager  of  the  same. 
He  has  grown  up  with  the  association,  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  business,  both 
in  principle  and  detail,  and  every  book  in 
the  office  contains  some  of  his  work. 

The  abilities  of  Mr.  Baker  are  bj  no  means  con- 
fined to  one  line  of  endeavor.  He  is  secretarv  of 
the  Commercial  Telephone  company;  a  stockholder 
and  director  in  the  Toledo  Saving^s  bank,  of  Toledo; 
a  stockholder  in  the  Hoover  Ck>w  Milker  company, 
of  Hubbard  Iowa;  and  owns  0,242  shares  in  the 
Mineral  Farm  and  Deep  River  Milling  and  Mining^ 
company,  of  Aspen,  Col.  He  also  has  two  fine  farms 
in  Tama  county,  a  well  improved  farm  of  400  acres 
in  Emmet  county,  and  is  owner  and  manag^er  of  the 
Baker  Opera  house. 

Mr.  Baker  enlisted  in  the  First  regiment,  Iowa 
National  Guards,  and  within  three  years  has  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  transferred  to  the 
Fourth  regiment,  made  brigade  inspector  of  small- 
arms  practice  and  elected  and  commissioned  major 
of  the  regiment.  He  was  the  first  secretary  of  the 
Iowa  National  Guard  organization,  and  is  at  present 
ehairman  of  the  legislative  committee.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  United  States  Military  Service 
institute,  of  New  York,  and  is  secretary  of  the 
Toledo  Enterprise  association. 

In  politics  Mr.  Baker  is  a  staunch  republican. 
He  was  elected  president  of  the  Republican  League 
club,  of  the  Fifth  Congressional  district,  August 
28, 1896,  without  opposition.  Socially  he  is  an  en- 
thusiastic Mason,  and  has  attained  the  thirty- 
second  degree  in  that  order,  member  of  Lodge  No. 
290«  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
D.  O.  K.  K.  He  is  also  past  grand  vice-chancellor  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity  in  Iowa,and  in  1885 
declined  the  nomination  for  grand  chancellor  of 
the  state.  However,  the  25,w)0  Knights  of  Iowa 
singled  him  out  as  the  ideal  grand  cnancellor,  so 
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Au^st  13,  1896,  he  was  given  this,  the  highest 
honor  they  could  bestow,  and  oomplimented  with 
a  unanimous  election,  a  thinff  never  before  known 
in  the  domain  of  Iowa.  He  Is  now  chief  of  staff  of 
the  Uniform  rank  of  Knights  of  Pythias  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Baker  was  married  on  February  12,  1890,  to 
Miss  Ida  M.  Springer,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  N. 
Springer.  Mrs.  Baker  is  an  educated,  refined  and 
agreeable  lady,  thoroughly  domestic  and  compan- 
ionable. 

September  1, 1897,  he  engaged  with  the  board  of 
control  of  the  Endowment  rank  as  state  manager 
and  general  organizer,  with  office  in  Des  Moines. 
This  is  a  very  strong  institution,  representing 
9100,000,000,  and  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  million 
surplus;  also  made  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
select  permanent  location  for  the  Grand  Lodge 
Knights  of  Pythias. 


DENMEAD,  David  Thatcher,  a  quiet 
man  of  business,  thoroughly  conversant 
with  banking,  a  shrewd  financier  whose 
methods  are  always  confined  to  legitimate 
channels,  and  a  citizen  in  whom  the  utmost 
confidence  is  imposed  by  the  people  of 
Marshalltown,  is  the  one  to  whose  life  this 
sketch  cannot  do  full  justice.  David 
Thatcher  Denmead,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Caroline  Denmead,  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  December  4, 1849;  from  which  city  his 


fMkrents  removed  during  his  childhood. 
After  a  short  residence  in  Martinsburg, 
Alexandria  and  Wheeling,  Va.,  they  set- 
tled in  Steuben ville,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Den- 
mead passed  the  greater  part  of  his  early 
life,  attending  the  public  schools.    He  was 


then  sent  to  Gambler,  Ohio,  to  complete 
his  education,  but  preferring  a  different 
course  of  study,  finished  his  school  work 
at  the  Ohio  Military  academy  near  Cincin- 
nati. 

After  leaving  school  he  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Pittsburg,  Chi- 
cago &  St.  Louis  Railroad  company.  He 
afterwards  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising and  coal  mining  in  Tuscarawas 
county,  Ohio,  and  in  those  ventures  was 
highly  successful.  He  came  to  Iowa  in 
April,  1876,  and  located  at  Marshalltown, 
engaging  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business. 
Later,  he  became  interested  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  firm  of  Letts,  Fletcher  &  Com- 
pany, a  concern  which  did  an  immense  busi- 
ness in  the  western  and  middle  section  of 
the  state.  In  January,  1886,  he  sold  his 
interest  in  the  company  and  purchased  a 
large  block  of  stock  in  the  City  bank,  which 
has  since  become  the  City  National  bank. 
Mr.  Denmead  is  now  president  of  the  insti- 
tution. It  is  one  of  the  sound  financial 
concerns  of  central  Iowa,  with  a  paid  up 
capital  of  $100,000.  He  married  Miss  Ger- 
trude Alice  Williams,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  James  L.  Williams,  April  30, 
1879.  They  have  three  children  named 
James  L.,  Harry  K.  and  D wight  H. 


DEWITT,  Charles  Herman,  a  well- 
known  physician  of  Glenwood,  is  a  son  of 
James  A.Dewitt,  a  Methodist  minister,  who, 
after  serving  three  years  as  a  private  in  the 
civil  war,  removed  to  Michigan  from  New 
York,  and  there  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death  in  1876.  The  family  was  a  family 
of  ministers — three  of  Dr.  Dewitt's  father's 
brothers  being  of  that  calling.  One  uncle 
— H.  G.  Dewitt,  D.  D. — was  a  prominent 
evangelist,  holding  revivals  in  many  of  the 
important  cities  of  the  United  States.  His 
mother,  Phoebe  Streator- Dewitt,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  state,  her  parents  be- 
ing farmers  in  Cayuga  county.  Her  father 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war. 
She  was  noted  for  her  charitable  works 
and  as  a  lady  of  culture  and  a  devoted  Chris- 
tian. Her  family  were  strictly  farmers, 
and  being  successful  financially,  each  one 
of  the  boys  received  a  farm  to  begin  life 
with.  Mr.  Dewitt 's  father's  family  con- 
sisted of  four  children. 

Doctor  Dewitt  was  born  in  Auburn,  N. 
Y.,  January  2,  1859.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  Michigan  and  Iowa 
and  began  teaching  when  only  16  years  of 
age.     For  four  years  he  alternately  taught 
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and  attended  school,  using  the  money 
earned  from  teaching  to  assist  him  in  his 
laudable  efforts  to  secure  an  education.  In 
March,  1883,  he  graduated  from  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 
at  Chicago,   and  immediately    located  at 


Lucas,  Iowa,  where  he  began  general  prac- 
tice. He  remained  at  Lucas  until  1890, 
when  he  removed  to  Glenwood,  where  he 
has  since  lived.  The  doctor  has  had  hos- 
pital training  at  Cook  county  hospital  and 
taken  post  graduate  courses  in  the  cities  of 
Chicago  and  New  York.  He  devotes  spe- 
cial attention  to  gynecology  and  surgery, 
in  the  practice  of  which  he  has  become 
very  successful.  He  is  at  present  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  the  United  States  pen- 
sion examiners  at  Glenwood,  and  was  for- 
merly surgeon  for  the  Whitebreast  Coal 
and  Mining  company.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Southwestern  Iowa  Medical  society, 
Iowa  State  Medical  society  and  American 
Medical  association.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  Royal  Arch  chap- 
ter, and  Knight  Templar  commandery ,  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  A.  O.  U.  W.  lodges.  Doctor  Dewitt 
has  always  been  a  republican,  and  cast  his 
first  vote  for  James  A.  Garfield.  He  has 
never  held  or  sought  any  political  ofiice 
and  prefers  to  devote  his  time  and  energies 
to  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  attained 


a  high  position  as  a  practitioner.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Eleanor  S.  Shields,  of 
Henry,  111.,  November  9, 1884.  They  have 
one  child,  a  son,  born  June  30,  1886.  They 
have  an  ideal  home  in  Glenwood,  and  the 
doctor  attributes  much  of  his  success  to 
his  wife  and  home  surroundings. 


SMITH,    Dr.    George    Alfred,     of 
Clinton,  is  one  of  Iowa's  best  physicians, 
and  is  especially  expert  as  a  medical  ex- 
aminer.    Due  to  his  careful  inspection  as 
medical  director  of  the  Economic  Life  as- 
sociation, of  Clinton,  the  mortality  record 
of  that  company,  from  its  organization  to 
the    present    time,    1898,    has    been   kept 
down  to  1.14  in  1,000,   the  best  showing 
any  company  has  yet  made.     Dr.  Smith 
is  a  son  of  Col.  John  Henry  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Albany  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1827, 
and  whose  ancestors  were  Germans  from 
the  valley  of  the  Rhine.     He  learned  the 
machinist's  trade  and  was  a  locomotive 
engineer  on  the  line  now  belonging  to  the 
Chicago  &  North -Western  Railway  com- 
pany, at  the  time  when  it  terminated  at 
Dixon,   111.     He  was  married    March  13, 
1851,  to  Miss  Emily  Perry  Cooley,  bom  at 
Hartford,    Conn.,   in    1834.      Her    father, 
Thomas  Cooley,   a  prominent    politician, 
was  for  many  years  keeper  of  the  United 
States  arsenal  there.     He  was  the  son  of 
James  Cooley,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  who 
traced  his  descent  from  King  James  of 
England.      Her    mother,    Ann    Kennedy, 
was    of    Irish     descent,     and    numerous 
members  of  the  family  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of    Connecticut,   and  their 
progeny  still    reside  there.     Mrs.    Smith 
died  in  May,  1892.     Colonel  Smith  came  to 
Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Center  township,  Clinton  county, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1860,  when 
he  moved  his  family  to  Lyons,  while  he  was 
at  the  front,  and  in  1865  to  the  town  of 
Camanche,  where  he  still  resides.     He  be- 
longed to  the  first  board  of  supervisors  in 
Clinton  county,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  that  organized  the  republican 
party  in  1856.     In  1860  he  recruited  Com- 
pany A,  Sixteenth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer 
infantry,  and  entered  the  army  as  its  cap- 
tain, serving  with  distinction  through  the 
entire  war.     He  was  promoted  successively 
to  major  and  lieutenant-colonel  and  was 
mustered  out  as  commander  of  tibe  regi- 
ment.    He  was  captured  at  the  battle  of 
Atlanta,  and  was  for  a  long  time  confined 
in    numerous    rebel    prisons,   but    finally 
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escaped  from  one  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  and 
in  company  with  eight  others  reached  the 
union  fleet  after  many  hardships.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  many  engagements  and 
was  awarded  a  silver  medal  by  act  of 
congress  for  bravery  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 


burg.  He  was  mustered  out  June  22, 1865, 
after  taking  part  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

He  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  in 
1865,  and  served  one  term,  being  succeeded 
by  Dr.  A.  B.  Ireland.  He  has  held  numer- 
ous important  positions  in  the  United  States 
revenue  department,  and  it  was  largely 
through  his  efforts  that  the  great  frauds  in 
the  Camanche  distillery  were  brought  to 
light  and  the  property  confiscated  by  the 
government  in  1873.  He  is  still  an  active 
man,  though  over  72  years  old. 

Dr.  Georg^e  A.  Smith  was  born  July  6,  1854,  OQ  a 
farm  in  Center  township,  Clinton  county,  Iowa,  and 
receiyed  his  earliest  instruction  from  his  mother, 
who  taught  him  at  home.  He  afterwards  attended 
district  schools,  and  the  graded  schools  of  Lyons 
and  Camanche.  At  the  age  of  16  he  was  apprenticed 
to  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
more  or  less  for  four  years.  At  19  he  began  teach- 
ing, which  he  continued  until  1879.  He  also  clerked 
in  a  drug  store  three  years,  and  in  1877  was  a 
student  in  the  Clinton  Business  college.  He 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State  uni- 
versity in  1879,  graduating  with  his  class  in  March, 


1881.  He  located  at  Camanche,  where  for  four 
years  he  practiced  his  profession  and  carried  on  a 
drug  business.  In  the  summer  of  1885  he  moved  to 
Clinton,  and  the  following  January  his  drug  store 
burned.  Since  then  he  devoted  himself  entirely  to 
his  profession,  which  he  carried  on  alone,  except 
a  year  when  he  was  in  partnership  with  Dr.  A.  H. 
Smith,  now  deceased.  He  has  built  up  a  splendid 
practice,  and  has  held  many  important  professional 
offices.  He  was  for  two  terms  health  officer  of  the 
city,  and  was  a  member  and  the  secretary  of  the 
Clinton  county  board  of  United  States  examining 
surgeons  for  pensions  under  Harrison's  administra- 
tion. He  was  also  secretary  and  afterwards  Resi- 
dent of  the  Clinton  County  Medical  society.  He  is 
now  surgeon  for  the  j^reat  lumbering  firms  of  C. 
Loimb  &  Sons,  W.  J.  Young  &  Company,  and  the 
Curtis  Brothers'  Sash,  Door  and  Blind  factory.  Be- 
sides being  medical  director  of  the  Economic  Life 
association,  of  Clinton,  he  is  also  medical  exam- 
iner for  numerous  life  insurance  companies  and 
fraternal  organizations.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  state  medical  examiners  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  medical  department  of  the  State  uni- 
versity in  1893,  and  was  chairman  of  the  section  of 
practice  of  medicine  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
State  Medical  society  in  1897.  He  has  contributed 
a  number  of  articles  on  medicine  and  surgery  to 
various  publications,  and  is  associate  in  charge  of 
the  department  of  medicine  of  the  Iowa  Medical 
Journal, 

When  the  Spanish- American  war  was  declared 
he  tendered  his  services  to  the  government  as  a 
surgeon,  and  earlv  in  June,  1898,  he  was  appointed 
and  commissioned  a  brigade  surgeon  by  the  pres- 
ident. He  was  assigned  to  the  Tenth  Army  Corps, 
but  owing  to  peace  negotiations  this  corps  was  not 
organized,  and  he  was  placed  in  the  hospital  serv- 
ice at  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.  He  soon  advanced 
to  the  command  of  the  Second  division,  Third  Army 
Corps  field  hospital,  and  continued  in  this  command 
until  it  was  closed.  He  was  soon  after  taken  sick 
and  returning  home  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  September  31, 1898. 

Dr.  Smith  has  always  been  an  enthusiastic, 
active  republican,  and  has  done  much  for  the  good 
of  the  party  in  the  state,  as  well  as  in  his  own 
county  and  district.  He  began  as  a  drummer  boy 
in  the  campaign  of  Grant  against  Seymour,  and  has 
taken  part  in  every  election  since.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  every  county  convention  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  and  to  every  state  convention  for  the 
past  ten  years.  He  was  district  alternate  from  the 
Second  district  to  the  republican  national  conven- 
tion in  1896,  and  as  chairman  of  the  Clinton  county 
central  committee  that  year,  succeeded,  by  a 
splendid  organization,  in  carrying  his  county  for 
McKinley  by  a  majority  of  nearly  1,000,  though  it 
had  previously  gone  democratic  for  nearly  twenty 
years. 

Dr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  numerous  civic  organ- 
izations. He  is  a  Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  For- 
rester, a  member  of  Mystic  Workers  of  the  World, 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Precept. 
He  belongs  to  no  church,  and  believes  more  in 
deeds  than  in  creeds. 

The  doctor  was  married  October  4,  1882,  at 
Camanche,  Iowa,  to  Miss  M.  Nettie  Ireland,  young- 
est daughter  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Ireland,  deceased.  They 
have  two  children,  Mabel,  born  August  8,  1884; 
and  Homer,  born  July  7,  1890. 
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DODGE,  Nathan  Phillips,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  was  born  in  Peabody,  Essex  county, 
Mass.,  August  20,  1837.  He  is  descended 
from  Richard  Dodge,  who  came  from 
Somerset  England,  in  1838  with  the  Pur- 
itan colonists  and  settled  in  Massachusetts. 
Some  half  dozen  of  these  colonists  had 
settled  on  the  west  side  of  the  Essex  river, 
just  across  from  Salem,  and  in  time  this 
settlement  became  known  as  Beverly. 

Sylvanus  Dodge,  the  father  of  Nathan 
P.,  was  born  at  the  beginning  of  this 
century  in  Rowley,  Mass.  When  in  middle 
life  he  took  an  interest  in  politics,  and,  dur- 
ing President  Polk's  administration,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  South  Dan- 
vers,  now  Peabody,  Mass.,  which  position 
he  held  until  he  went  west  in  1855.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Douglas  county,  Neb. , 
from  1855  to  1860,  he  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  and  subsequently  one  of  the 
county  board  of  commissioners.  He  then 
removed  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1871,  he  was  reg- 
ister of  the  United  States  land  office  for 
that  district.  Sylvanus  Dodge  was  a  hard- 
working man  from  his  boyhood,  always 
keenly  interested  in  public  affairs,  and 
known  for  his  honesty  and  general  integ- 
rity of  character.  The  wife  of  Sylvanus 
Dodge  was  Julia  T.  Phillips,  born  in  1802 
on  a  farm  adjoining  the  Dodges  in  Rowley. 
Phillips  has  long  been  a  name  familiar  in 
the  historic  annals  of  New  England,  and 
Mrs.  Dodge  was  a  splendid  type  of  the 
New  England  woman  who  brought  to  our 
western  country  the  strength  and  fortitude 
of  the  Puritans.  When  past  the  meridian 
of  life  she  bravely  surrendered  the  scenes 
and  friends  of  her  childhood  and  followed 
her  husband  and  sons  to  the  west,  passing 
the  remaining  thirty  years  of  her  life  in 
Nebraska  and  Iowa,  where  she  died  in  1888 
at  the  advanced  age  of  87  years.  She 
always  took  an  interest  in  what  was  going 
on  in  the  world;  and,  in  her  early  days 
when  our  country  was  ringing  with  the 
eloquence  of  the  great  anti-slavery  agita- 
tors, she  would  walk  miles  after  a  hard 
day  of  household  labor  to  hear  such  men  as 
Wendell  Phillips,  Garrison  and  Douglas. 
The  hardships  endured  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dodge  in  assisting  their  sons  to  hold  their 
claims,  continually  molested  by  claim 
jumpers  and  hostile  Indians,  cannot  be  told 
in  a  few  lines.  Later,  when  her  son,  Gren- 
ville,  was  winning  a  name  and  fame  in 
the  civil  war,  the  mother  at  home  was 
active  in  the  work  of  gathering  hospital 
stores  for  the  army,  as  president  of  the  local 


relief  society  in  Council  Bluffs.  Nathan 
P.  Dodge  was  the  younger  son.  He  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education  in  New 
England,  and  then  at  the  solicitation  of  his 
older  brother,  Grenville,  he  started  west 
when  16  years  of  age  to  join  this  brother, 
who  was  a  civil  engineer,  making  the  first 
surveys  for  the  Rock  Island  railroad  across 
Iowa. 

Leaving  home  in  the  spring  of  1854 
he  came  directly  to  Iowa  City,  where  he 
expected  to  meet  his  brother,  but  on  his 
arrival  he  found  a  letter  telling  him  that 
he  had  gone  east.  Weary  and  homesick, 
with  not  a  place  to  lay  his  head,  the  boy 
pioneer  spent  his  first  night  in  Iowa  in  an 


office  chair.  In  the  morning  he  reported 
to  Peter  A.  Dey,  who  had  charge  of  the 
surveys,  and,  after  a  two-days'  drive,  he 
was  initiated  into  camp  life  at  Rock  Creek, 
seven  miles  west  of  Grinnell.  The  party, 
of  which  he  now  became  a  member,  spent 
the  summer  of  1854  locating  the  line  be- 
tween Iowa  City  and  Des  Moines.  In  the 
fall  he  returned  east  to  help  his  father 
close  up  his  affairs,  and  the  following 
March  found  the  father  and  son  crossing 
Iowa  in  an  open  wagon  on  their  way  to 
Council  Bluffs.  Here  they  crossed  the 
Missouri  into  Nebraska  and  traveled 
twenty-three  miles  northwest  from  Omaha 
to  the  Elkhorn  valley,  where  they  found 
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the  oldest  son,  Grenville,  awaiting  them. 
Nathan  Dodge  staked  out  a  claim  adjoining 
his  father's,  which  he  owns  to-day.  Their 
cabins  marked  the  western  limits  of  civili- 
zation until  you  reached  the  Pacific  coast, 
or  the  Mormon  settlement  in  Utah.  With- 
in sight  of  their  door  was  the  Pawnee 
village,  within  whose  smoking  tepees  lived 
2,000  or  3,000  Indians,  who  were  loth  to 
give  up  their  hunting  grounds  to  the  whites. 
Their  depredations  forced  one  after  another 
of  the  neighboring  families  to  desert  their 
claims  and  growing  crops  and  seek  shelter 
in  Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs.  By  July 
only  one  family  remained  besides  the 
Dodges.  They  were  favored  with  growing 
crops  and  a  garden  grown  from  New  Eng- 
land seeds,  so  they  determined  to  fight 
it  out  to  the  end  rather  than  sacrifice  their 
farms  to  the  redskins.  But  the  latter 
grew  bolder  as  the  settlers  decreased  in 
numbers  and  they  began  killing  the  whites 
in  a  settlement  five  miles  north;  so,  on  the 
first  of  August,  the  Dodges,  with  their 
household  goods  packed  in  two  wagons, 
returned  to  Omaha,  then  a  village  of  on^ 
year 's  growth.  Here  Nathan  and  his  father 
sought  shelter  in  an  unfinished  cabin,  where 
they  made  a  temporary  home  for  the 
winter,  and  here  they  welcomed  the  mother 
and  sister  on  their  arrival  from  Massachu- 
setts. Grenville  M.  Dodge  returned  to 
Council  Bluffs,  where  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  John  T.  Baldwin  and  opened 
a  banking  and  land  ofKce. 

Under  the  protection  of  state  militia 
sent  out  by  Governor  Izard  to  protect  the 
frontier,  Nathan  Dodge  returned  and  har- 
vested the  crops  on  the  Elkhorn  farm  and 
hauled  them  to  Omaha.  In  the  spring 
of  '56  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  land  and 
banking  ofBce  of  Baldwin  &  Dodge  in 
Council  Bluffs.  Emigrants  for  California, 
Utah  and  Oregon  gathered  in  Council 
Bluffs  by  the  thousands  and  laid  in  their 
supplies  for  the  long  journey  across  the 
plains.  These  supplies  came  from  St. 
Louis  by  steamboat. 

The  vear  1856  was  one  of  great  activity  in  the 
Missouri  vallej;  the  entry  of  lands  in  western  Iowa 
and  the  opening  of  the  neighboring  territory  of  Ne- 
braska brought  many  emigrants  to  this  region. 
Council  Bluffs  and  Omaha  received  large  accessions 
to  their  population,  new  towns  were  laid  out  and 
lots  sold  at  fabulous  prices  compared  with  their 
actual  value.  The  channels  of  business  were  filled 
with  a  wild  cat  currency,  issued  by  banks  through- 
out the  western  states,  Iowa  excepted,  and  this 
inflated  speculation  resulted  in  a  general  panic  the 
following  year,  1857.  Young  Dodge  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  pass  through  this  panic  of  speculation, 
followed  so  closely  by  one  of  depression,  at  an  age 
when  its  iessohs  were  clearly  impressed  upon  his 
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mind  and  had  an  influence  in  shaping  his  own  busi- 
ness career.  The  original  flrm  of  Baldwin  & 
Dodge  withdrew  from  the  banking  and  land  busi- 
ness and  Nathan  P.  Dodge  became  their  successor 
in  1860,  with  a  large  business.  In  1863  Caleb  Bald- 
win, then  chief  justice  of  Iowa,  resigned  his  office, 
retiring  from  the  bench  to  become  the  partner 
of  Mr.  Dodge  in  the  banking  and  land  business,  the 
firm  again  becoming  Baldwin  &  Dodge,  but  formed 
by  the  brothers  of  the  original  flrm.  In  1868  Judffe 
Baldwin  returned  to  tbe  practice  of  law,  whfle 
Nathan  Dodge  continued  the  banking  business 
alone  until  1870,  when  he  turned  it  over  to  the 
Council  Bluffs  Savings  bank,  of  which  corporation 
he  has  ever  since  been  president.  The  land  busi- 
ness has  been  continued  under  the  name  of  N. 
P.  Dodge  &  Company. 

Mr.  Dodge  attributes  what  measure  of  success 
he  has  had  in  business  life  to  hard  work,  close 
attention  to  details,  and  keeping  free  from  obliga- 
tions. Both  his  business  affairs  and  personal  incli- 
nation have  influenced  him  from  entering  public 
life,  but  he  has  always  stood  ready  to  join  with 
others  in  public  enterprises  which  promised  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  his  city.  Apart  from  his 
business  and  the  education  of  his  children,  his 
greatest  interest  has  been  in  benevolent  and  church 
work.  A  member  of  the  Congregational  church, 
he  has  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  church  ana 
charitable  work  at  home  and  abroad.  He  often  rep- 
resents his  church  at  national  councils,  and  in  1891 
was  a  delegate  to  the  international  council  held  in 
England. 

He  was  married  to  Susanna  C.  Lock- 
wood  in  1864,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Lock- 
wood,  of  St.  Louis.  Five  children  were 
born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  These  have 
been  educated  in  New  England,  the  sons 
going  through  Harvard  and  studying  law 
at  the  Harvard  law  school,  the  daughters 
graduating  from  Smith's  college  at  North- 
hampton, Mass.  Three  of  them — two  sons 
and  a  daughter — have  chosen  law  as  their 
profession.  Miss  Dodge  being  one  of  the 
first  six  women  to  be  admitted  to  the  New 
York  bar  after  graduating  from  the  law 
school  of  the  University  of  New  York  with 
honors. 


PERKINS,  George  D.,  was  bom  in 
Holly,  Orleans  county,  N.  Y.,  February 
29,  1840.  He  learned  the  printer's  trade  at 
Baraboo,  Wis.  In  1860  he  associated  him- 
self with  his  brother  and  started  the  Gazette^ 
at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa.  On  the  12th  day  of 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  sol- 
dier in  the  Thirty-first  Iowa  infantry.  He 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Jeffer- 
son Barracks,  Mo.,  on  the  12th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1863.  In  1869  he  left  Chicago,  111., 
where  he  had  been  connected  with  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Northern  Associated  Press,  and 
settled  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where  he  has 
since  lived,  and  during  that  time  has  been 
editor  of  the  Sioux  City  Journal^  the  best 
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newspaper  property  of  Iowa.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  senate  in  1874-76;  was 
immigration  commissioner  under  Governor 
Gear;  was  United  States  marshal  for  the 


Northern  District  of  Iowa,  under  President 
Arthur;  was  elected  to  the  Fifty-second 
Congress  as  a  republican,  and  re- elected  to 
the  Fifty-third,  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty-fifth 
Congresses. 

Mr.  Perkins  is  one  of  the  strong  and 
great  men  of  the  state  and  nation,  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  regret  that  he  requests  so  brief 
a  sketch. 


LARRABEE,  William,  chairman  of  the 
state  board  of  control  of  state  institutions, 
twice  governor  of  Iowa,  and  for  eighteen 
years  a  member  of  the  state  senate,  has 
carved  an  everlasting  success  out  of  the 
raw  materials  offered  by  the  state  he  chose 
to  work  in. 

He  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Adam  A.  Larrabee,  a 
noted  Connecticut  soldier  and  farmer,  who  s^radu- 
ated  from  the  United  States  Military  academy  at 
West  Point  in  1811,  and  served  with  distinction  in 
the  war  of  1812.  In  the  campaign  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence river,  he  took  part  in  the  attack  on  La  Ck>lle 
Mills,  as  a  first-lieutenant  of  artillery,  and  was  shot 
through  the  lungs,  the  bullet  beinff  taken  from  its 
lodgment  place  against  his  shoulder  blade.  That 
historic  piece  of  lead  may  now  be  seen  in  the  state 
historical  department  at  Des  Moines,  where  it  is 

g reserved  as  a  relic.    For  his  heroic  conduct  in  this 
attle,  Lieutenant  Larrabee  was  shortly  promoted 


to  be  captain,  but  resigned  in  1815  and  two  years 
later  was  married  to  Hannah  Gallup  Lester,  by 
whom  he  had  nine  children.  William,  the  aeTentn 
child,  was  born  January  20, 1832,  in  Ledvard,  Conn. 
Captain  Larrabee  was  bom  March  14,  1787,  and 
died  October  26,  1860.  His  wife  was  born  June  8, 
1798,  and  died  March  15,  1837.  Her  father,  Nathan 
Lester,  was  a  revolutionary  hero,  who  was  bom 
July  25,  1742,  and  died  October  10, 1813.  His  wife. 
Governor  Larrabee's  grandmother,  lived  until 
August  16,  1840.  Captain  Larrabee's  father  was 
also  a  revolutionary  soldier  and  after  the  war  was  a 
lawyer.  After  he  was  discharged  from  the  army, 
Captain  Larrabee  returned  to  farming  and  was 
engaged  in  business.  He  accumulated  a  oomfortr 
able  fortune  and  was  prominent  in  politics,  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  legislature,  railway  commis- 
sioner for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  presidential 
elector  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in  1840,  and  in 
other  positions  of  trust. 

William  Larrabee,  having  received  a 
common  school  education  in  Connecticut, 
and  spending  two  months  in  a  private 
academy,  receiving  the  elements  of  a  busi- 
ness training  from  his  father,  came  to  Iowa 
in  1853.  He  taught  school  in  Hardin, 
Allamakee  county,  for  a  time  and  then 
worked  on  a  farm  for  three  years.  In  1856 
he  went  into  the  milling  business  in  Cler- 
mont and  continued  until  1873,  when  he 
sold  his  milling  interests  and  spent  three 
months  in  Europe.  This  was  his  first  real 
vacation.  During  his  younger  years  Mr. 
Larrabee  worked  early  and  late,  often  put- 
ting in  twenty  hours  a  day  for  months  at  a 
time.  That  was  the  way  he  achieved  suc- 
cess, and  it  is  the  recipe  he  gives  to  young 
men  who  would  succeed — work,  work^ 
work.  He  devoted  himself  with  all  liis 
might  of  body  and  mind — and  both  were 
strong  and  healthy— to  the  accomplish* 
ment  of  the  business  in  hand,  whatever  it 
might  be,  and  he  has  followed  this  rule 
through  life,  in  his  public  life  no  less  than 
in  his  private  business.  Mr.  Larrabee  en- 
gaged in  banking  and  farming  and  has  con- 
tinued in  the  enlargement  of  his  interests 
in  Iowa  banks  and  Iowa  farms  since  that 
time.  He  owns  bank  stock  in  several  banks 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  state  and  is 
probably  the  owner  of  more  land  than  any 
other  man  in  the  state.  He  regards  Iowa 
farms  as  about  the  best  and  surest  way  to 
invest  money  to  secure  reasonable  and  cer- 
tain dividends. 

Mr.  Larrabee  was  appointed,  with  Sen- 
ator Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  and  ex-Gov- 
ernor Dillingham,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  one 
of  the  arbitrators  to  appraise  the  property 
of  the  Green  Bay  and  Mississippi  CaniJ 
company,  preparatory  to  its  transfer  to  the 
United  States  government.  The  proper^ 
was  taken  by  the  government  on  the  ap- 
praisement of  this  board. 
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In  1868  Mr.  Larrabee  was  elected  to  the 
state  senate  and  was  four  times  thereafter 
renominated  by  acclamation,  without  oppo- 
sition, and  re-elected  in  a  district  which 


began  to  send  democrats  in  his  place  as 
soon  as  he  retired.  During  his  long  serv- 
ice in  the  senate,  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means  most  of  the 
time.  Here  he  had  the  widest  opportunity 
for  the  exercise  of  his  extraordinary  busi- 
ness talents,  and  was  enabled  to  be  of  great 
service  to  the  state.  He  impressed  his 
views  upon  the  legislation  of  the  state, 
especially  in  this  line,  for  a  longer  period 
than  any  other  man  in  the  state.  In  the 
fall  of  1885,  Senator  Larrabee  resigned  to 
accept  the  republican  nomination  for  gov- 
ernor of  Iowa.  He  was  elected,  receiving 
175,504  votes  against  168,502  for  Charles 
C.  Whiting,  democratic  and  fusion  nominee. 
Two  years  later  he  was  re-elected,  receiv- 
ing, 169,686  votes  against  153,526  for  T.  J. 
Andef son,  the  democratic  and  fusion  nom- 
inee. Governor  Larrabee 's  administration 
was  a  highly  successful  one.  Being 
thoroughly  informed  about  state  affairs,  he 
knew  what  was  needed,  and  he  gave  to  the 
snpetvision  of  the  state  institutions  the 
closest  personal  attention.  He  ascertained 
by  x>^rsonal  investigation  just  what  they 
were  doing,  and  inaugurated  many  re- 
forms.    The  governor  exercised  a   large 


influence  in  politics  in  the  state  for  a  long 
term  of  years  and  is  yet  counted  as  one  of 
the  potent  factors  of  Iowa  republicanism. 
He  began  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  in 
1856,  when  John  C.  Fremont  was  the  first 
presidential  nominee  of  the  party,  and  has 
voted  for  every  republican  presidential 
nominee. 

In  all  of  his  success,  his  wife  has  borne 
a  share,  and  often  a  large  one.  She  was 
Miss  Ann  M.  Appelman,  and  they  were 
married  September  12,  1861,  in  Clermont. 
She  is  almost  as  well  known  in  the  state  as 
is  her  husband,  for  her  ability  to  meet  all 
demands,  to  grasp  large  affairs,  to  share  in 
her  husband's  responsibilities,  and  withal, 
to  make  an  attractive,  wholesome  home, 
have  won  for  her  friends  and  admirers  in 
the  people  of  Iowa.  They  have  had  seven 
children,  all  living  but  one.  They  are: 
Charles,  born  June  13,  1862,  now  in  Arm- 
strong, Iowa,  looking  after  his  father's 
lands;  Augusta,  born  May  21,  1864,  married 
Au«iust  20,  1896,  to  Victor  B.  DoUiver,  and 
died  in  Minneapolis,  March  14,  1897;  Julia, 
born  January  3,  1867,  married  August  18, 
1891,  to  Don  L.  Love,  and  lives  in  Lincoln, 
Neb. ;  Anna,  born  March  9,  1869,  who  lives 
at  home:  William,  Jr.,  born  December  11, 
1870,  who  graduated  from  the  collegiate 
and  law  departments  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  Iowa  and  served  as  captain  and 
commissary  during  the  Spanish- American 
war,  having  volunteered  as  a  private  and 
afterward  been  promoted;  Frederick,  born 
November  3,  1873,  now  in  Columbia  Law 
school.  New  York  city,  and  a  graduate  of 
the  collegiate  and  law  department  of  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  and  Helen,  bom 
November  30,  1876,  now  a  student  in  the 
State  university.  The  Larrabees  have  a 
delightful  home  in  the  edge  of  Clermont, 
where  their  friends  are  always  welcome. 
The  governor  does  not  belong  to  any 
church,  but  he  has  been  a  trustee  of  the 
local  Presbyterian  church  for  thirty  years, 
and  has  supported  that  and  the  Methodist 
church.  Mrs.  Larrabee  is,  and  has  been 
for  many  years,  the  superintendent  of  the 
Union  Sunday  school  in  Clermont,  and  the 
family  gave  the  church  a  fine  pipe  organ. 

When  the  legislature  passed  the  board 
of  control  law  in  1898,  it  was  admitted,  even 
by  its  friends,  that  its  success  depended 
very  largely  upon  the  character  of  men 
appointed  to  the  board.  Governor  Larra- 
bee was  by  common  consent  selected  as 
the  best  man  for  chairman  of  the  board,  if 
he  would  consent  to  serve,  which  he  finally 
did,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of  Grover- 
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nor  Shaw.  This  work  is  most  congenial 
to  him  and  he  has  again  found  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  of  great  service  to  the  state. 
The  new  law,  under  the  administration  of 
Governor  Larrabee  and  his  two  able  asso- 
ciates, Judge  Kinne  and  John  Cownie,  is 
working  with  excellent  satisfaction  and 
beneficent  results. 


BALDWIN,  John  Nehemiah,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  sons  of  Iowa,  bom  in 
the  city  of  his  present  residence,  lives  in 
Council  Bluffs,  and  is  a  lawyer  of  national 
reputation.  His  father,  Hon.  Caleb  Bald- 
win, was  formerly  chief  justice  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  was 
one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  west.  His 
wife,  John  N.  Baldwin  *s  mother,  was  Miss 
Jane  Barr,  prior  to  her  marriage  with  Caleb 
Baldwin,  in  1848.  Their  son,  John  N.,  was 
bom  in  Council  Bluffs,  July  9,  1857.  He 
received  a  thorough  education  in  the 
schools  of  Council  Bluffs,  and  when  only  a 
boy  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State 
university,  and  graduated  with  high  honors 
in  1877,  at  the  age  of  20  years.     The  next 


year  he  was  married,  December  18th,  to 
Miss  Lilla  G.  Holcomb.  They  have  two 
children,  Genevieve  H.,  bom  September 
20,  1879,  and  John  N.,  Jr.,  born  March  18, 
1888.  Mr.  Baldwin  has  won  distinction  as 
a  lawyer  and  political  speaker.     He  is  one 


of  the  most  successful  corporation  lawyers 
west  of  Chicago,  and  to  his  firm  of  Wright 
&  Baldwin  are  intrusted  the  interests  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  corporations  operat- 
ing in  Council  Bluffs,  and  many  others. 
The  firm's  practice  is  confined  to  cases  in- 
volving large  amounts  or  important  law 
questions,  and  includes  the  United  States 
supreme  court. 

The  political  arena  has  always  held  a 
charm  for  Mr.  Baldwin,  but  he  has  never 
allowed  himself  to  be  a  candidate  for  any 
office.  He  has  used  his  splendid  ability  to 
advance  the  interests  of  others,  his  friends 
and  the  republican  party.  He  was  tempo- 
rary chairman  of  the  republican  state  con- 
vention, in  Des  Moines,  July,  1894,  and 
delivered  a  speech  that  fulfilled  all  the  high 
expectations  his  friends  had  entertained. 
It  was  one  that  will  long  be  remembered 
for  its  beauty  of  language,  strength  of 
ideas  and  force.  Mr.  Baldwin  was  selected 
by  the  friends  of  Senator  Allison  to  pre- 
sent his  name  to  the  republican  national 
convention,  in  St  Louis,  in  June,  1896,  and 
again  he  delivered  a  memorable  speech  that 
attracted  national  attention.  In  the  presi- 
dential campaign  that  followed,  Mr.  Bald- 
win spoke  under  the  direction  of  the  re- 
publican national  committee,  visiting  sev- 
eral states.  Yet  a  young  mian,  a  career  of 
great  usefulness  and  renown  is  opening  for 
this  brilliant  lawyer. 


WYMAN,  Major  Willie  Cutter,  a 
well  known  and  successful  business  man 
of  Ottumwa,  comes  of  an  old  New  England 
family.  On  both  sides  of  his  father's  and 
mother's  families  he  is  descended  from  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Massachusetts,  the 
members  of  the  old  Bay  state  colony.  The 
Wyman  family  came  to  America  from  En- 
gland in  1634.  Some  of  them  were  officers 
in  the  English  army  and  were  among  tiiose 
who  organized  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  company  of  Boston  in  1638,  the 
organizers  being  chiefiy  officers  who  were 
members  of  the  Honorable  Artillery  com- 
pany of  London  before  they  came  to  this 
country  either  to  settle  or  as  officers  in  the 
English  army.  For  generations  members 
of  the  Wyman  family  have  belonged  to  this 
company,  and  Major  Wyman  holds  a  com- 
mission in  it.  His  father  was  Edward 
Wyman,  Jr.,  a  Boston  merchant  and  cap- 
italist, and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Anna  Doyle,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born. 

He  received  a  liberal  education,  attend- 
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ing  the  Boston  Latin  school,  a  military 
academy,  and  other  New  England  edu- 
cational institutions  of  the  best  class. 
He  was  appointed  a  captain's  clerk  in  the 
United  States  navy  in  1870,  and  later  pro- 
moted to  acting  admiral's  secretary  (rank 


lieutenant  in  the  navy),  and  served  in  the 
North  Atlantic,  West  Indian  and  European 
fleets,  resigning  in  1874.  He  came  to  Iowa 
the  same  year  and  located  in  Ottumwa,  and 
two  years  later  engaged  in  business  with 
Mr.  J.  Prugh,  the  firm  consisting  of  Mr. 
Prugh  and  himself,  and  known  as  J.  Prugh 
&  Co.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Prugh  some 
years  later  Mr.  Wyman  continued  the  busi- 
ness. They  are  importers  and  wholesale 
dealers  in  crockery,  china,  etc.,  and  the 
concern  is  one  of  the  heaviest  of  its  kind 
in  the  state. 

Major  Wyman  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican, as  his  father  and  grandfather  on 
both  sides  were  before  him.  He  has  been 
quite  active  and  influential  in  the  politics 
of  his  state.  His  military  ancestry  and 
training  led  him  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
Iowa  National  guard,  with  which  he  has 
been  actively  associated  for  fifteen  years 
or  more.  He  is  now  serving  his  sixth  term 
as  military  secretary  to  the  governor, 
which  is  longer  than  any  other  man  in  the 
United  States  ever  held  this  position.  He 
had  previously  served  as  first  lieutenant, 


acting  regimental  adjutant,  and  quarter- 
master, and  as  brigade  quartermaster.  He 
is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular 
military  men  in  the  state.  Major  Wyman 
is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and 
Knight  Templar  and  Knight  of  Pythias, 
besides  belonging  to  other  orders.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  is  either  a  mem- 
ber of,  or  eligible  to  membership  in,  nearly 
all  the  colonial  societies.  His  people  held 
various  military  and  civil  positions.  One 
of  his  ancestors  on  his  mother's  side  was 
assistant  governor  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  colony,  under  Governor  Winthrop. 
He  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  church.  Mr. 
Wyman  was  married  in  1876  to  Alice 
Prugh,  a  daughter  of  his  late  partner. 
They  have  one  son,  William  Charles  Wy- 
man, born  in  1882. 


BLANCHARD,  Lucian  C,  by  merit 
and  ability  has  won  a  high  place  in  the 
ranks  of  Iowa's  foremost  men.  His  father, 
Caleb  Blanchard,  was  a  native  pf  Rhode 
Island,  whose  grandfather  was  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war.  Caleb  Blanchard  moved 
to  New  York  when  that  state  was  new, 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Lewis  county,  and  be- 
came prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  supervisor  for 
many  years.  He  married  Penelope  Aldrich, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  whose  family  settled 
there  long  before  the  revolution. 

Lucian  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Diana, 
Lewis  county,  N.  Y.,  April  15, 1839.  When 
he  was  only  5  years  old  his  father  died, 
and  he  grew  up  without  many  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  others  enjoyed.  After  se- 
curing as  much  education  as  possible  in 
the  rather  primitive  common  schools  of 
that  period,  he  was  not  satisfied,  but  de- 
termined to  go  up  higher,  and  went  to  the 
Carthage  academy,  at  Carthage,  Jefferson 
county,  N.  Y.  Here  he  remained  some 
time,  and  in  1858  came  west,  and  attended 
the  Rock  River  seminary  at  Mt.  Morris, 
111.,  for  two  years.  During  the  time  of  his 
studies  at  the  seminaries  he  taught  school 
several  terms,  and  in  1860  he  crossed  the 
plains  to  Pike's  Peak.  Returning  in  the 
fall  to  Iowa,  he  taught  school  in  Jasper 
county  and  studied  law  at  Newton. 

When  the  rebellion  began,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  K,  Twenty-eighth 
regiment,  Iowa  volunteers,  and  was  in  the 
battles  of  Port  Gibson,  Champion  Hill  and 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  In  the  fall  of  1863 
he  was  taken  seriously  sick,  and  on  that 
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account  was  discharged  from  the  service, 
and  came  very  near  dying  before  he  reached 
the  home  of  his  sister  at  Mt.  Morris,  111. 
Remaining  in  Illinois  until  August,  1864, 
he  regained  health  sufficiently  to  enter  the 
University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  law  department  in  1866. 

Mr.  Blanchard  commenced  the  practice 
of  law  at  Montezuma,  Iowa,  in  June,  1866. 
In  1867  he  was  appointed  county  judge  of 
Poweshiek  county,  and  the  same  fall  was 
elected  to  that  office,  but  resigned  in  1868, 
and  was  that  year  nominated  by  the  repub- 
lican party  and  elected  circuit  judge  of  the 
Sixth  Judicial  district.     He  was  re-elected 


in  1872,  judge  of  the  enlarged  district  com- 

£  rising  the  counties  of  Jasper,  Poweshiek, 
[arion,  Mahaska,  Keokuk,  Washington 
and  Jefferson,  and  in  1876  was  re-elected 
to  the  same  position,  and  served  in  all 
twelve  years  on  the  bench. 

January  13,  1870,  Judge  Blanchard  was 
married  to  Sarah  Kilbum,  daughter  of  P. 
A.  Kilburn,  a  merchant  of  Montezuma. 
They  had  two  children:  Rose,  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  B.  O.  Jerrel,  of  Oskaloosa,  and 
Claude.  The  judge  removed  from  Mon- 
tezuma to  Oskaloosa  in  1874,  and  in  1878 
his  wife  died.  On  retiring  from  the  bench 
in  1880,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
at  Oskaloosa,  where  he  has  since  enjoyed 
a  fine  practice.    In  1891,  Judge  Blanchard 


was  a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  su- 
preme judge  before  the  republican  conven- 
tion at  Cedar  Rapids,  but  after  a  spirited 
contest  was  defeated  by  Hon.  S.  M.  Weaver. 
He  was  in  1890  elected  senior  vice-com- 
mander of  the  G.  A.  R.,  for  the  department 
of  Iowa.  In  1893  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent Mahaska  county  in  the  legislature, 
and  in  1895  was  elected  senator.  The 
judge  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
and  in  1879  was  grand  orator  of  the  grand 
lodge  of  Iowa,  and  was  grand  treasurer  of 
the  same  body  in  1880.  With  the  assist- 
ance of  the  late  Judge  Wilson,  he  prepared 
during  1880,  the  ** Masonic  Digest,"  which 
was  published  by  the  grand  lodge. 

In  June,  1886,  Judge  Blanchard  was 
married  to  Jozella  Williams,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Micajah  T.  Williams  and  niece  of  the 
late  Judge  Wm.  H.  Seevers.  During  that 
year  they  made  a  tour  abroad,  visiting 
many  of  the  countries  in  Europe.  Mrs. 
Blanchard  diedat  Oskaloosa,  April  22, 1897. 
Judge  Blanchard  is  at  present  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  State  Bar  association. 


BIRCHARD,    Abner    Theodore,    of 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  was  born  near  Mont 
rose,  Susquehanna  county.  Pa.,  on  the  24th 
day  of  August,  1834. 

His  father.  Plinny  Birchard,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  came  to  Susquehanna  oounty, 
Pa.,  with  his  parents  when  a  boy,  at  a  time  when 
the  country  was  an  unbroken  forest.  The  trip  was 
made  with  what  was  called  a  spike  team— a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  one  horse  ahead.  He  was  reared  and 
spent  his  days  in  that  county,  hemmed  in  froni  out- 
side strife  and  trouble,  and  led  the  quiet  and  un- 
eventful life  of  a  farmer  and  neighborhood  miller. 
He  died  in  1851  at  the  Age  of  59.  His  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Martha  Griffis,  daughter  of  a 
revolutionary  soldier  and  pensioner,  living  at 
UnidiUa,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  Abner  T.  received 
his  education  at  the  country  schools  of  Susquehanna 
county.  Pa.,  where  the  teacher  received  the  munifi- 
cent sum  of  $1.25  per  week  and  boarded  around. 
This  kind  of  education  was  continued  summer  and 
winter,  till  he  was  twelve  years  old,  when  the 
school  term  was  cut  in  the  middle,  when  thereafter 
he  only  attended  three  months  in  the  winter. 
This  continued  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  was  indentured  three  years  to  learn  uie 
cabinet-maker's  trade.  This  indenture  included 
six  months*  schooling  at  a  private  academy,  to  finish 
his  education,  and  provided  for  an  annual  salary  of 
$25.  $40  and  $70. 

Mr.  Birchard  came  to  Iowa  in  1856,  when  rail- 
roads were  a  rare  convenience,  the  only  one 
in  Iowa  then  being  the  Rock  Island,  terminating 
at  Iowa  City.  He  came  to  Iowa  City  by  rail,  thence 
to  Oskaloosa  by  stage,  having  worked  at  Hampton, 
111.,  as  carpenter,  for  sufficient  money  to  pay  fiure  to 
Oskaloosa.  Here  he  hired  out  as  an  itinerant  tin 
peddler  during  the  sunmier,  and  in  the  fall  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  employed  as  manager  of  a 
general  store  to  be  opened  up  at  Dakota  City,  Hum- 
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boldt  county.  Thenoe  he  made  his  wav  throng  a 
wilderness  of  prairie  to  his  new  position.  The 
oounty  was  not  then  organized  and  included  a  great 
area  of  northwestern  Iowa.  Here  he  remained 
during  the  winter  of  1856-57.  During  this  win- 
ter the  last  session  of  the  legislature  was  held 
at  Iowa  City,  which  was  in  continuous  session  till 
July. 

The  excitement  incident  to  the  Spirit 
Lake  Indian  massacre  drove  the  setters 
from  the  country,  and  so  he  moved  his  store 
to  Boonesborough,  Boone  county,  where  he 
located  and  was  joined  by  his  family.  He 
was  married  to  Orpha  Celia  Smith,  of 
Dimmock,  Susquehanna  county.  Pa.,  July 
24,  1854.  His  wife  died  at  Boonesborough, 
Iowa,  July,  1860.     During  the  year  1861, 


he  assisted  in  the  survey  and  location  of 
the  Chicago  &  North- Western  railroad 
from  Marshalltown  to  the  Des  Moines  river. 
In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty - 
second  Iowa  Infantry  volunteers,  and  on 
October  7th  of  the  same  year  he  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service, 
with  Company  I,  and  was  immediately 
made  quartermaster  sergeant  and  served 
in  that  capacity  with  the  regiment  until 
October  7,  1864,  just  two  years,  when  he 
entered  the  general  hospital  at  Jefferson 
Barracks,  Mo.,  as  a  patient.  Upon  becom- 
ing convalescent  he  was  sent  home  on  a 
furlough,  returning  to  the  hospital  on 
December  7th,  and  was  at  once  assigned  to 
duty  as  a  clerk  in  the  headquarters  office 


where  he  remained  until  May,  1865,  when 
he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  by  rea- 
son of  the  termination  of  the  war,  having 
occupied  all  the  various  clerkships  in  the 
office;  and  the  last  few  months,  that  of 
chief  clerk.  After  mustering  out,  he  took 
the  position  of  chief  clerk  with  Capt.  T.  C. 
McCall,  A.  Q.  M.,  remaining  until  October, 
1865,  closing  up  the  business  in  the  quar- 
termaster's department  at  New  Madrid  and 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Returning  home  to  Boonesborough,  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  American  Ex- 
press company,  as  messenger, — Boone  to 
Omaha, — and  in  August,  1866,  as  agent  at 
Jefferson,  Greene  county,  having  formed  a 

Eartnership  at  that  place  with  Dr.  W.  S. 
[cBride  in  the  drug  business. 
In  December  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Steele  Lytle  Birchard.  In  May, 
1867,  he  removed  to  Missouri  Valley,  Har- 
rison county,  establishing  a  drug  business. 
Closing  out  the  business  at  both  points  in 
October,  1870,  he  removed  to  Marshall- 
town,  continuing  the  partnership  in  the 
same  business  until  the  fall  of  1872,  and 
continued  the  business  till  spring  of  1886, 
about  two  years  of  this  time  being  in  part- 
nership with  C.  J.  Lander.  In  1883  he 
became  a  stockholder  in.  the  Marshall  Can- 
ning company,  and  in  1891  acquired  all  the 
stock  and  has  since  continued  the  business. 
In  1886  he  established  a  milling  business 
in  Norfolk,  Neb.,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Birchard,  Bridge  &  Co.,  which  was  con- 
tinued until  September,  1897.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  republican.  Has  held  the  posi- 
tion of  school  director  for  several  years  at 
Boonesborough,  Missouri  Valley  and  Mar- 
shalltown, postmaster  at  Missouri  Valley, 
member  of  city  council  at  Mao^shalltown, 
member  of  board  of  commissioners  of  Iowa 
Soldiers'  home,  treasurer  and  president 
of  same,  and  acting  commandant. 


PERRIN,  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Senator  Wm. 
B.  Perrin  is  one  of  those  public  men  who 
has  passed  through  the  lower  branch  of 
the  general  assembly  to  a  place  in  the  up- 

e3r  and  more  dignified  body — the  senate, 
e  was  a  member  of  the  house  from  Chick- 
asaw county  in  the  Seventeenth  and  Eigh- 
teenth General  Assemblies,  and  at  this 
writing  is  representing  the  counties  of 
Floyd  and  Chickasaw  in  the  senate.  He 
is  the  son  of  Porter  and  Lucy  Kinney  Per- 
rin, rural  people  in  good  circumstances. 
His  grandparents  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut.    Zachariah  Perrin  and  family  came 
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from  Hebron,  Conn.,  and  settled  in  the 
forest  upon  territory  that  was  afterwards 
within  the  town  of  Berlin,  Vt.  This  was 
in  1789.  The  father  of  this  subject  was 
the  first  male  white  child  bom  in  the  town. 
The  premises  settled  upon  by  the  grand- 
father are  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  and  owned  by  a  brother  of  Senator 
Perrin.  The  grandparents  on  the  maternal 
side  settled  in  Plainfield,  Vt.  Grandfather 
Jonathan  Kinney  was  a  Baptist  minister, 
not  in  good  standing  with  his  denomina- 
tion, however,  because  he  did  not  believe 
in  nor  practice  close  communion.  The 
home  he  established  over  100  years  ago 
still  remains  in  the  Kinney  family. 

Senator  Wm.  B.  Perrin  was  born  at  Ber- 
lin, Washington  county,  Vt.,  January  19, 
1839.  His  education  commenced  in  the 
district  school,  was  continued  in  Barre 
academy.  In  1861  he  entered  Dartmouth 
college  and  graduated  therefrom  in  1866, 
his  course  having  been  interrupted  by  mil- 
itary service.  He  took  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Albany  Law  school  in  the  fall 
and  winter  of  1866  and  spring  of  1867,  then 


as  justice  of  the  peace,  county  supervisor, 
secretary  of  the  school  board,  school 
director  and  president  of  the  school  board, 
member  of  the  council,  and  mayor. 

He  has  a  good  record  as  a  soldier.  He 
enlisted  in  the  First  Rhode  Island  cavalry, 
Company  B,  Seventh  squadron,  composed 
mainly  of  college  students.  They  saw 
service  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  about 
Harper's  Ferry  and  at  Antietam.  He 
afterwards  enlisted  in  the  Third  Vermont 
Light  battery,  and  was  in  the  campaign 
from  the  Wilderness  to  Petersburg,  and 
until  Lee's  surrender.  He  is  unmarried. 
In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  having  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Lincoln,  but  in  his  duties 
as  a  public  servant  he  places  the  good  of 
the  whole  people  above  devotion  to  party. 
As  a  legislator  he  has  gained  many  friends 
and  no  enemies,  for  his  conduct  is  always 
courteous,  and  his  ability  is  recognized  by 
every  member  of  the  senate.  He  has  a 
keen  sense  of  humor  and  a  droll,  inimitable 
way  of  expressing  himself,  so  that  he  never 
lacks  for  a  reply. 


came  to  Iowa  and  became  a  student  in  the 
law  office  of  Tracy  &  Newman  at  Burling- 
ton. In  August,  1868,  he  located  at 
Nashua,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  practice.  His  first  dollar  was 
earned  in  teaching  school.     He  has  served 


BLYTHE,  Smith  Green,  of  Nora 
Springs,  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Floyd  county.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
Joseph  William  Blythe,  a  minister  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1808,  and  graduated  from 
Transylvania  university  in  Kentucky,  and 
from  Princeton  Theological  seminary.  He 
preached  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Monroe,  Mich. ; 
Cranbury,  N.  J.,  and  several  important 
towns  in  Indiana.  He  was  for  several 
years  fiscal  agent  for  Hanover  college  in 
Indiana,  and  during  the  civil  war  was 
chaplain  in  the  United  States  hospitals  at 
Evansville  and  Madison.  After  the  war 
he  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  Lexington, 
Ind.,  where  he  died  in  1875,  aged  67.  Dr. 
Blythe 's  mother  was  Ellen  Henrietta 
Green,  a  daughter  of  Caleb  Smith  Green, 
a  farmer  of  Lawrenceville,  N.  J.,  and  a 
sister  of  Henry  W.  Green,  once  chief 
justice  of  New  Jersey.  She  was  a  woman 
of  rare  attainments  and  of  a  strong  char- 
acter. She  died  at  Cranbury,  N.  J.,  in 
1852,  aged  38.  The  ancestors  of  Dr.  Blythe 
were  from  several  different  nations,  includ- 
ing England,  Scotland,  Wales  and  Holland. 
His  grandfather,  James  Blythe,  was  presi- 
dent of  Transylvania  university,  and  later 
of  Hanover  college. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Blythe  was  born  November  6, 
1841,  at  Cranbury,  Middlesex  county,  N.  J. 
He  first  attended  the  district  school  there. 
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and  later,  until  he  was  14,  was  one  of  the 
pupils  at  a  parochial  school  connected  with 
his  father's  church.  When  he  was  14,  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Vincennes,  Ind., 
and  entered  the  Indiana  university,  and  in 
1857  became  a  member  of  the  sophomore 


class  in  Lafayette  college,  at  Easton,  Pa., 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1860,  at  the 
age  of  19.  While  in  school  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Washington  Literary  society 
and  of  the  Zeta  Psi  fraternity.  Soon  after 
graduating  he  entered  the  army  as  a  private 
in  Company  D,  of  the  First  New  Jersey 
regiment  of  infantry.  The  quota  of  the 
state  was  filled  by  the  mustering  in  of  the 
militia,  so  that  the  volunteers  were  held  in 
reserve  for  another  call,  when,  May  18, 
1861,  without  having  gone  out  of  the  serv- 
ice, they  re-enlisted  for  three  years.  In 
this  organization  Dr.  Bly the  was  appointed 
commissary  sergeant  of  the  regiment,  and 
served  as  such  through  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run  and  the  reorganization  of  the  army  of 
the  Potomac  at  Alexandria,  under  Mc- 
Clellan.  In  a  competitive  examination 
held  March  24,  1862,  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  A,  First 
New  Jersey  infantry,  and  became  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  F,  same  regiment, 
October  7,  1862,  and  captain  of  Company 
F,  November  29,  1862,  and  held  this  posi- 
tion during  the  remainder  of    the    war, 


being  mustered  out  June  23,  1864,  for  dis- 
ability from  wounds.  He  belongs  to  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  was  a  charter  member  and 
first  commander  of  Gardner  Post  at  Nora 
Springs. 

Dr.  Blythe  began  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  ISfe?,  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  removing  to 
Rudd,  Iowa,  in  1869  and  to  Nora  Springs 
in  1873,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since, 
enjoying  a  good  practice.  He  belongs  to 
the  following  secret  orders:  Knights  of 
Pythias,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Modern  Woodmen, 
and  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been  a  republican.  He  has  held 
numerous  local  offices,  and  in  1880  was  dis- 
trict elector  for  the  fourth  district.  He  is 
now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  mayor  of 
Nora  Springs.  He  does  not  belong  to  any 
church,  but  his  family  attends  the  Con- 
gregational. 

The  doctor  was  married  July  8,  1863,  to 
Miss  Emily  Gill  Sharpe,  daughter  of  Judge 
William  R.  Sharpe,  of  Belvidere,  N.  J. 
They  have  had  ten  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Margaret  Emily,  born  in 
1866,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Thomas  J. 
Woodcock,  of  Lead,  S.  D. ;  Hannah  Long- 
street,  born  in  1872,  now  the  wife  of  Prof. 
F.  F.  J.  Exner,  of  Wilton  College,  Iowa; 
Redford  Vancleve,  born  in  1876,  and  Win- 
fred  Vanderen,  born  in  1884. 


HEATH,  Henry  Robbins,  has  been 
a  resident  of  Des  Moines  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  during  all  that  time  has  occu- 
pied an  active  and  important  place  in 
the  business  life  of  the  city  and  state.  He 
was  born  in  Tyringham,  Berkshire  county, 
Mass.,  April  6,  1830.  He  was  the  son  of 
Cyrus  and  Clarissa  Cheney  Heath;  both 
descended  from  old  New  England  families. 
Three  brothers  came  from  England  early  in 
the  seventeenth  century;  one  settled  in 
New  Hampshire,  one  near  Boston,  and  one 
in  Connecticut.  Mr.  Heath  is  descended 
from  William  Heath,  who  settled  in  Con- 
necticut, and,  with  his  brother,  served  in 
the  revolutionary  war. 

William  married  at  the  age  of  19  and 
moved  **to  the  wilds  of  Massachusetts," 
where  he  took  up  land  and  lived  and  died. 
Cyrus  Heath,  the  father  of  Henry  R., 
was  his  youngest  son,  and  died  in  1874, 
aged  about  73  years.  Henry  R.  Heath 
received  the  usual  common  school  educa- 
tion of  those  days,  and  a  practical  education 
in  the  form  of  the  carpenter's  trade. 
He  was  employed  seven  years  in  the  manu- 
facture of  sash,    doors  and  blinds.      He 
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was  married  May  1,  1850,  to  Edith  A. 
Underwood,  daughter  of  Wm.  O.  Under- 
wood, of  Tyringham,  Mass.  They  have 
three  sons,  Chas.  H.,  born  December  29, 
1858;  Albert  G.,  born  October  12,  1866,  and 
JamesO.,  bom  June  25, 1871.  One  daughter,^ 
Frances  Ella,  died  in  1871,  aged  21  years. 
Charles  and  Albert  are  associated 
with  their  father  in  the  milling  business  in 
Ft.  Dodge  and  James  C.  is  in  the  brokerage 
business  in  Des  Moines.  They  are  all 
married  and  have  families.  In  April,  1856, 
at  the  age  of  25,  Mr.  Heath  came  to  Des 
Moines  and  went  into  the  contracting  busi- 
nes&   Many  of  the  early  buildings  in  the 


city  of  Des  Moines  are  of  his  work.  In 
1860  he  became  interested,  in  company 
with  many  other  young  men,  in  the  gold 
discoveries  in  Colorado,  and  took  a  trip  to 
Pike's  Peak.  After  six  months*  prospect- 
ing in  Colorado  he  concluded  to  return 
to  Des  Moines,  where  he  had  a  sure  busi- 
ness. 

For  several  years  he  was  employed  as 
foreman  of  a  planing  mill,  and  in  1869  he 
purchased  a  planing  mill,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully operated  for  ten  years  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  sash,  doors  and  blinds. 

In  1879  he  converted  the  planing  mill 
into  an  oatmeal  mill.  This  business  was 
most  satisfactory.  The  output  was  very 
large,  often  reaching  200  barrels  of  meal  a 


day,  and  it  found  a  ready  market  in  the 
United  States  and  in  Europe.  In  1882 
he  added  an  elevator  to  the  plant  and  be- 
gan to  deal  heavily  in  grain.  This  prop- 
erty was  destroyed  by  fire  October  4,  1890, 
and  the  same  year  he  established  a  large 
oatmeal  mill  in  Ft.  Dodge,  in  which  his 
sons  are  associated  with  him.  Its  capacity 
is  500  barrels  a  day.  The  sons  live  in  Pfe. 
Dodge,  but  he  still  retains  his  residence  in 
Des  Moines.  During  the  civil  war  Mr. 
Heath  was  in  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment at  Memphis,  and  was  master  mechanic 
of  .{the  district  of  west  Tennessee. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge, 
the  Temple  Commandery,  Corinthian  Chap- 
ter^ Eaaba  Temple  Mystic  Shrinera,  United 
Wbrkmen,  Legion,  of  Honor  and  other 
civic  organizations.  He  is  largely  inter- 
ested in  other  business  enterprises  in  Des 
Moines  and  is  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of 
the  city,  who  has  built  up  his  fortune  by  per- 
sistent and  honorable  industry  and  good 
management.  He  enjoys  a  fine  reputation 
as  a  reliable  and  responsible  business  man, 
whose  word  is  always  to  be  relied  upon. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Heath  first  voted  for  Frank- 
lin Pierce.  He  has  since  voted  for  John  C. 
Fremont,  Abraham  Lincoln,  U.  S.  Grant 
and  Horace  Greeley,  and  is  thoroughly  in- 
dependent in  his  political  actions.  He  be- 
lieves in  expansion  and  George  Dewey. 


SINGMASTER,  Samuel,  was  born  in 
Berks  county.  Pa.,  in  the  year  1807.  His 
parents  were  German  farmers  who  came  to 
America  in  their  youth.  Samuel  received 
very  little  schooling  and  such  learning  as 
he  acquired  came  to  him  by  experience  and 
observation  during  a  busy  lifetime.  When 
a  boy  he  was  placed  as  an  apprentice  to 
learn  the  tanning  business  He  served  for 
three  years  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  was  hired  by  his 
master  at  a  salary  of  $72  per  year. 

In  1831  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother  and  they  operated  a  tannery  of 
their  own  until  1838,  when  a  disastrous  fire 
destroyed  their  business  and  he  abandoned 
it  for  the  pursuit  of  farming.  In  1840  he 
went  to  Millerstown,  Perry  county,  Pa., 
and  began  buying  and  selling  cattle  and 
sheep.  In  those  days,  when  transporta- 
tion facilities  were  very  meager,  he  pur- 
chased his  stock  in  Ohio  and  drove  it  long 
distances  to  the  Philadelphia  market,  rid- 
ing on  horseback  and  carrying  his  money 
in  a  belt  strapped  about  his  body.  He 
came  westward  to  Iowa  in  1848,  located  a 
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claim  in  Keokuk  county,  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania the  next  year  and  brought  a 
family  out  with  him  to  hold  the  claim,  and 
then  brought  his  own  family  in  1845.  The 
spot  which  he  called  home  then  is  his  home 
to-day.  Mr.  Singmaster  immediately 
launched  into  the  stock  business,  buying 
calves  at  50  cents  a  head  and  selling  the 
steers  as  four-year-olds  at  $10  a  head.  He 
kept  the  heifer  calves  and  in  a  few  yes^rs 
had  a  large  herd.  The  cattle  business 
prospered  and  in  1875,  in  company  with 
his  sons,  he  began  the  importing  of  horses 
from  France.  Their  first  importation  con- 
sisted of  six  head  of  Percherons.  P  rom 
that  time  on  they  made  sixteen  importa- 
tions, one  a  year,  the  largest  in  a  single 


Th0  Sing^masters . 

year  numbering  140  head.  The  son,  Wil- 
liam, did  the  importing  from  France,  En- 
gland and  Germany.  At  present  the  in- 
ventory of  the  Singmaster  stock — that 
which  is  owned  by  father  and  sons — is  500 
head  of  registered  male  and  female,  and 
an  increase  of  150  colts  a  year,  Percheron, 
Shire,  Clydesdale  and  coachers;  100  head 
of  grades;  600  head  of  cattle,  mostly  fat 
ones. 

Mr.  Singmaster  has  conducted  this  large 
business  for  fifty  years.  During  the  late 
years  he  has  had  the  assistance  of  his  sons, 
who  have  remained  at  home  and  shared  the 
burdens  of  the  rapidly  increasing  business. 
In  addition  to  the  stock  business  he  has 
carried  on  quite  a  business  in  money  loan- 
ing at  his  home.  Valley,  Iowa,  and  has  never 


foreclosed  a  mortgage  or  met  with  any 
losses  in  that  line. 

He  has  been  a  republican  in  politics  all 
his  life.  His  religion  is  of  the  Lutheran 
faith.  He  was  married  in  1832  to  Mary 
Seischalte,  and  to  them  were  born  eight 
children:  Charles  F.,  bom  1834;  Sarah 
Ann,  Eliza,  Thomas,  James,  Henry,  Wil- 
liam and  Marietta.  Two  sons  and  two 
daughters  are  now  living.  Upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  two  sons,  Charles  F.  and 
Thomas,  have  fallen  the  entire  management 
and  conduct  of  the  large  business.  It  must 
indeed  be  a  source  of  pride  and  gratifica- 
tion to  him  to  know  that  the  results  of  his 
life  of  toil,  hardship  and  privation  have 
fallen  into  such  safe  keeping.  C.  F. 's 
sons  live  and  work  together  the .  same  as 
their  grandfather's  family  did. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  Samuel 
Singmaster  has  gone  to  his  reward,  and  in 
the  Western  Agriculturist  we  find  the  follow- 
ing notice: 

A  grand  pioneer  is  lost  to  the  west  in  the  death 
of  Uncle  Samuel  Singmaster,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
92  years.  He  died  April  18,  1899.  He  was  born  in 
1807  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  learned  the  tan- 
ner's trade  and  worked  for  $72  a  year  for  two  years; 
then  went  to  farming  and  dealing  in  stock,  and  in 
1843  he  came  west  and  lived  in  a  log  cabin  for  sev- 
eral years.  Thus  began  the  pioneer  life  that  has 
become  famous,  as  Singmaster  &  Sons,  all  over 
America  and  France,  as  the  largest  draft  horse 
breeders  in  America,  the  pioneer  draft  horse 
breeders  in  Iowa. 

He  had  the  foresight  to  see  the  great  future  for 
the  American  draft  horse.  In  1875  his  two  sons, 
Charles  and  William,  made  their  first  importation 
of  four  draft  horses  under  his  advice,  he  furnishing 
the  money,  and  in  1876  they  imported  sio^  horses 
and  rapidly  increased  to  100  and  140  head  a  year 
until  the  death  of  William  Singmaster  in  1891,  who 
spent  much  time  in  France  selecting  the  horses, 
since  which  time  Charles  Singmaster  and  his  sons 
Owen  and  Charles,  Jr..  have  conducted  this  extens- 
ive business,  numbering  now  over  600  recorded 
draft  horses.  Samuel  Singmaster  and  his  sons 
owned  about  10,000  acres  of  land  and  conducted 
three  banks  besides  the  large  horse  business. 

He  was  generous,  kind  and  hospitable;  loved 
and  appreciated  by  all  his  family  and  neighbors. 
He  was  a  friend  to  all  who  came  to  him  in  trouble 
for  advice  and  assistance.  The  great  benefit  to 
the  state  and  to  the  nation  in  the  large  draft  horse 
business  cannot  be  estimated,  that  Samuel  Sing- 
master established  and  his  sons  so  successfully  con- 
ducted under  his  advice  and  instructions. 

The  importation  and  the  breeding  of  so  many 
pure  bred  draft  horses  has  added  millions  of  dollars 
to  the  wealth  of  the  west,  and  his  son  Charles  and 
his  sons  continue  the  business  of  Singmaster  & 
Sons,  to  perpetuate  the  good  work  established  in 
the  pioneer  days  of  Samuel  Singmaster.  The 
world  is  always  better  with  the  good  work  of  such 
men. 
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PALMER,  David  J.,  member  of  the 
state  board  of  railroad  commissioners,  was 
born  in  Washington  county,  Penn.,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1839,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
Iowa  in  1856,  settling  in  Washington  county, 
which  is  still  his  home.  They  began  on 
eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  and  passed 
through  all  the  struggles  incident  to  pioneer 
life.  The  family  had  previously  lived  for 
some  time  in  Carroll  county,  in  eastern 
Ohio,  where  they  located  in  1842.  Here 
young  Dave  attended  the  country  district 
and  subscription  schools,  which  were  con- 
ducted in  log  schoolhouses  in  those  days. 
For  about  a  year  and  a  half  before  the  war 
young  Palmer  attended  the  United  Presby- 
terian college  in  Washington,  Iowa.  He 
taught  school  for  a  few  terms,  but  has 
chiefly  followed  farming,  in  which  he  has 
been  highly  successful.  Colonel  Palmer's 
parents  were  Samuel  R.  Palmer,  a  farmer, 
with  rather  limited  means  who  had  been  a 
Wagon  maker  by  trade,  and  Margaret 
Munce.  Samuel  R.  Palmer  was  born  in 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  in  1811,  and  came 
to  America  with  his  parents  at  the  age 


of  18,  settling  in  Washington  county,  Penn. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  in  1812.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Ireland  and  died  at  the  age  of  99.  Colonel 
Palmer  enlisted  August  10, 1861,  asaprivate 
in  Company  C,  Eighth  Iowa  infantry.     He 


was  promoted  and  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  August  31,  1861,  as  third 
corporal.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  Tenn., 
April  6,  1862,  he  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  left  shohlder,  and  was  discharged  by 
the  order  of  the  secretary  of  war  Septem- 
ber 9,  1862,  to  accept  a  position  as  captain 
of  Company  A,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  infantry. 
They  were  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  September  27, 1862.  He  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  left  foot  at  Arkansas  Post, 
January  11,  1863,  and  was  promoted  to 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa 
June  9,  1863.  At  the  battle  of  Taylor's 
Ridge,  near  Ringgold,  Ga.,  November  27, 
1863,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg, 
though  he  remained  in  the  service  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  June  6,  1865.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  Chickasaw  Bayou, 
Arkansas  Post,  the  charge  upon  and  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  the  second  attack  on  Jackson, 
Miss.,  also  Canton,  Miss.,  campaign  from 
Memphis  to  Chattanooga,  Cane  Creek, 
Tuscumbia,  Cherokee  Station,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Mission  Ridge,  Taylor's  Ridge, 
campaign  to  Atlanta,  including  Dalton, 
Snake  Creek  Gap,  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek, 
Resaca,  Dallas,  Altoona  Hills,  New  Hope 
Church,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Marietta,  and 
final  attack  and  capture  of  Atlanta,  East 
Point,  Jonesboro,  Sherman's  march  to  the 
sea,  engagement  near  Macon,  6a.,  attack 
and  capture  of  Savannah,  campaign 
through  the  Carolinas,  resulting  in  capture 
of  Columbia,  Bentonsville,  Goldsboro,  and 
occupancy  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  final  march 
through  Petersburg,  Richmond,  and  on  to 
Washington,  D.  C.  Very  few  soldiers  have 
passed  through  the  number  of  battles  and 
seen  the  service  that  Colonel  Palmer  saw, 
and  come  out  with  as  little  permanent  in- 
jury as  he  has  suffered.  His  record  as 
a  soldier  is  held  up  as  a  model  by  his  com- 
panions in  arms.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R. ,  and  was  commander  of  I.  G.  White 
Post,  No.  108,  of  Washington.  The  soldier 
ties  are  very  strong  with  him,  and  he  and 
his  old  comrades  are  always  found  standing 
together. 

Colonel  Palmer  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican and  has  done  his  share  of  party  work 
in  every  campaign.  He  is  an  eloquent  and 
very  vigorous  speaker,  and,  when  his  feel- 
ings are  aroused,  is  capable  of  most  effec- 
tive and  inspiring  oratory,  as  he  has  often 
shown  while  a  member  of  the  state  senate. 
He  has  served  as  road  supervisor  and  au- 
ditor of  Washington  county,  and  presiden- 
•  tial  elector.  First  district,  1884,  and  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  senate  from  the  Tenth  district, 
composed  of  Henry  and  Washington 
counties,  elected  in  1891  and  serving  two 
terms.  He  resigned  the  office  of  senator 
April  1, 1898,  to  accept  the  appointment 
tendered  him  by  Governor  Shaw  to  be 
member  of  the  board  of  railroad  commis- 
sioners to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  C.  L.  Davidson.  He  received  the 
unanimous  nomination  from  the  republican 
state  convention  that  year  and  was  elected 
by  a  handsome  majority  in  November.  His 
standing  at  home  is  shown  by  the  protest 
which  the  democratic  paper  in  his  town 
made  against  the  methods  used  by  the  op- 
posing candidate  to  injure  Colonel  Palmer. 
This  paper,  the  Washington  Democrat,  de- 
clared that  *'  because  men  differ  in  politics 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  de- 
cent C!olonel  Palmer  is  a  rank  partisan, 
and  the  Democrat  owes  him  nothing.  He 
not  so  much  as  takes  the  Democrat,  bat  we 
believe  in  fair  play,  and  say  what  you  will 
against  him,  he  is  a  whole-souled,  big- 
hearted,  public- spirited  citizen,  and  when 
a  man  is  in  trouble  Colonel  Palmer  never 
asks  whether  he  is  a  democrat  or  a  repub- 
lican, or  a  Hottentot;  he  helps  him  out." 
Colonel  Palmer  is  a  member  of  the  Grant 
club,  of  Des  Moines,  and  belongs  to  the 
United  Presbyterian  church.  He  was  mar- 
ried October  25,  1866,  to  Miss  Letitia  H. 
Young.     They  have  no  children. 


KINNE,  La  Vega  G.,  of  Des  Moines, 
member  of  the  state  board  of  control  of 
state  institutions,  and  for  six  years  judge 
of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  November  5,  1846.  His 
father  was  Aesop  Kinne,  a  farmer  in  mod- 
erate circumstances,  who  was  married  to 
Lydia  Beebe.  Their  son.  La  Vega,  began 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Syracuse  and  graduated  from  the  high 
school.  Afterward  he  took  a  full  law 
course  in  the  University  of  Michigan, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Webster 
society,  the  leading  one  of  the  law  depart- 
ment He  also  pursued  certain  studies  in 
the  literary  department  of  the  university 
while  he  was  taking  his  law  course.  He 
graduated  from  the  law  department  in  1868 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  then  took 
an  examination  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Ottawa,  111. ,  in  the  same  year.  He 
practiced  law  in  Mendota,  111.,  until  he 
moved  to  Iowa,  which  was  in  September, 
1869.  He  located  in  Toledo  and  practiced 
his  profession  in  that  place  until  he  was 


elected  to  the  bench.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Applegate  &  Kinne  from  1869 
to  1876,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved  and 
he  continued  alone  until  the  fall  of  that 
year,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Hon.    G.    R.    Struble,  who  was  afterward 


speaker  of  the  Iowa  house.  The  firm  soon 
after  became  Struble,  Kinne  &  Stiger  and 
was  among  the  strongest  law  firms  in 
Iowa,  all  its  members  having  attained  dis- 
tinction in  their  profession  and  in  politics. 
This  partnership  existed  until  Mr.  Kinne 
became  district  judge  in  1887.  During  his 
residence  in  Toledo  he  was  mayor  for  three 
terms  and  held  the  offices  of  city  attorney 
and  president  of  the  school  board. 

Judge  Kinne  has  been  a  democrat  sihce 
1870  and  was  the  nominee  of  his  party  f oi; 
governor  in  1881  and  in  1883,  leading  the 
speaking  campaign  both  times.  He  was 
also  the  nominee  of  the  democratic  party 
for  United  States  senator,  and  for  district 
attorney  and  circuit  judge  at  different 
times.  For  many  years  ho  served  as  sec- 
retary and  later  as  chairman  of  the  demo- 
cratic state  central  committee,  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  national  convention  in  1876. 
Again  in  1884  he  was  a  delegate-at- large  to 
the  national  convention  of  his  party.  In 
1886  he  was  elected  district  judge  in  the 
Seventeenth  district,  a  normally  republican 
district,  but  resigned  January  1,  1887;  was 
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nominated  again  that  fall  and  elected  to 
fill  his  own  vacancy.  He  was  re-elected 
without  opposition  in  1890  and  in  the  fall 
of  1891,  was  elected  supreme  judge  on  the 
democratic  ticket,  receiving  1,000  majority 
in  his  old  district,  which  had  given  him 
only  seven  majority  in  1886.  In  1897  he 
was  renominated,  but  the  republican  ma- 
jority was  too  large  to  be  overcome,  though 
a  movement  was  started  by  republicans 
to  re-elect  him  as  a  non-partisan  judge. 
In  1894  Judge  Einne  was  appointed  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  from  this  state 
upon  uniform  legislation  in  the  several 
states;  in  1896  he  was  president  of  the 
Iowa  State  Bar  association.  The  judge  is 
now  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  asso- 
ciation and  has  served  on  important  com- 
mittees. He  has  for  many  years  been  a 
lecturer  upon  the  law  of  domestic  relations 
and  taxation  in  the  Iowa  State  university, 
and  a  lecturer  on  the  law  of  corporations 
in  the  Iowa  College  of  Law  in  Des  Moines. 
He  has  always  been  much  interested  in 
efforts  to  improve  the  methods  and  pro- 
cedure in  the  courts  and  has  read  two 
papers  before  the  State  Bar  association  on 
this  subject.  He  is  the  author  of  **Kiane's 
Pleadings  and  Practice, "  a  standard  work 
in  Iowa.  Judge  Kinne  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  one  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious members  of  the  Prairie  club  of 
Des  Moines,  a  men's  literary  club  of  high 
standing. 

Judge  Kinne  was  married  to  Mary 
Abrams,  of  Penn,  III.,  in  1869.  They  have 
two  daughters,  Lillian,  born  in  1870,  and 
Hettie,  born  in  1873.  The  family  has  a  fine 
home  in  West  Des  Moines. 

Judge  Kinne 's  record  on  the  bench  and 
at  the  bar  has  given  him  a  high  rank  with 
the  legal  profession  in  Iowa,  and  the  value 
of  his  judgment  is  recognized  thoroughout 
the  state.  In  1898  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Shaw  as  the  democratic  member 
of  the  state  board  of  control.  A  first-class 
lawyer  and  conservative,  reliable  man  was 
wanted,  and  the  choice  of  Judge  Kinne  to 
fill  these  requirements  was  universally  ap- 
proved. With  large  experience  in  life,  a 
modest,  self-made  man,  he  has  brought  to 
the  board  of  control,  safe  counsel  and  im- 
portant service.  His  term  expires  April 
1,  1902. 


professional  standing  by  attending  to  the 
work  before  him  conscientiously. 

He  was  born  June  9,  1863,  in  Morrow 
county,  Ohio.  His  father,  Stephen  Mosher, 
was  a  farmer  in  moderate  circumstances, 
and  is  now  retired  from  active  business  on 
account  of  age  and  infirmities.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  June,  1856,  and  settled  in  the 
southern  part  of  Warren  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Friends*  church.  The 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Mary  Parring- 
ton.  Her  parents  were  of  Quaker  parent- 
age and  residents  of  Ohio.  There  were 
several  ministers  in  the  families  of  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mosher,  but  the  most  of  the 
members  of  their  families  were  quiet,  un- 
assuming pioneers. 

L.  L.  Mosher  obtained  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  most  primitive  schools  of  early 


MOSHER,  Lemuel.  Leigh,  county  at- 
torney from  January  1,  1895,  to  January  1, 
1899,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Warren 
county,  living  at  Indianola,  has  won  high 


Iowa,  but  they  were  characterized  by  the 
sturdy  influence  of  those  days  and  evi- 
dently made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the 
character  of  young  Mosher,  as  he  has  ever 
been  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  shams 
and  false  pretenses  of  modem  society.  In 
after  years  he  attended  the  academy  of 
Friends,  at  Ackworth,  Iowa,  for  two  years. 
He  afterwards  attended  the  school  at  Flor- 
ence, N.  J.,  a  suburb  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  Jersey  side  of  the  Delaware  river.  He 
then  entered  the  law  department  of  Simp- 
son college,  in  Des  Moines,  and  graduated 
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from  that  institution  June  8,  1880.  Mr. 
Mosher  attained  his  present  position  as  an 
attorney  by  no  marked  flashes  of  advance- 
ment, but  the  growth  of  his  practice  has 
been  marked  by  steady  and  continued  de- 
velopment. He  has  now  quite  a  reputation 
as  a  criminal  lawyer,  and  has  been  em- 
ployed in  all  the  criminal  cases  tried  in  his 
county  for  years.  He  was  prosecuting 
attorney  in  the  case  of  the  State  of  Iowa 
V.  T.  P.  Eidgerton,  indicted  and  tried  for 
murder.  He  secured  a  verdict  of  murder 
in  the  second  degree,  being  a  verdict  for 
the  highest  degree  of  killing  sustained  in 
any  like  case  in  Iowa,  namely,  the  killing 
of  another  who  was  in  the  act  of  procuring 
and  carrying  away  the  property  of  the 
assailant. 

In  politics  he  has  always  been  an  ardent 
republican,  and  has  held  the  of&ce  of 
mayor  of  his  city,  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  his 
county  in  1894  and  again  in  1896.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  having  filled 
all  the  offices  in  a  subordinate  lodge  and 
been  in  attendance  at  the  grand  lodge  a 
number  of  times.  He  is  also  a  Knight 
Templar,  thirty -second  degree  Mason,  a 
member  of  the  order  of  the  Knights  of 
Phythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America. 

Mr.  Mosher  has  been  twice  married, 
the  first  time  to  Elizabeth  Jones,  who  died, 
leaving  three  children,  Edward  Everett, 
bom  August  1,  1879;  Maggie  M.,  born 
April  80,  1881,  and  Arthur  A.,  bom  July 
27,  1884.  He  was  married  again  in  1888, 
to  Maud  Young,  at  Beaver,  Pa.  They 
have  five  children  living,  Lemuel  Leigh, 
born  February,  19,  1890;  Wendell  W.,  born 
December  12,  1891,  Donovan  D.,  bom  De- 
cember 12,  1895;  Edith  E.,  bom  March  2, 
1897,  and  Hugh  H.,  born  March  14,  1899. 
Mr.  Mosher  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 


MOPPIT,  John  T.,  of  Tipton,  lawyer 
and  man  of  affairs,  is  a  son  of  Hon.  Alex 
Moffit  who  was  a  member  of  the  Sixteenth 
General  Assembly  of  Iowa.  The  father 
was  bom  in  1829,  in  the  county  of  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Cedar  county  in  1840, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a  farmer 
and  lives  on  his  farm  and  personally  di- 
rects the  management. 

The  mother's  maiden  name  was  Martha 
J.  Poteet,  who  was  bom  near  Dayton, 
Ohio,  in  1840,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1857. 


John  T.  Moffit  was  bom  on  his  father's 
farm,  near  Mechanicsville,  Cedar  county, 
Iowa,  July  8,  1862.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  county  from  1868  until 
1876,  after  which  he  spent  thrde  years  in 
the  Mechanicsville  high  school.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1879,  he  entered  the  preparatory 
department  of  Cornell  college,  at  Mt.  Ver- 
non, took  the  classical  course,  and  on  June 
16,  1884,  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A. 
B.  He  was  manager  of  the  college  base 
ball  team  for  two  years  and  held  various 
offices  in  the  Adelphian  Literary  society. 

He  then  entered  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, at  Ann  Arbor,  and  July  1,  1886,  grad- 
uated from  the  law  department  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B. 

In  June,  1887,  Cornell  college  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  In  1885  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Iowa  National 
Guard  and  rose  successively  to  orderly- 
sergeant  and  second  lieutenant  in  1889, 
captain  in  1890,  and  major  in  1894. 

Governor  Shaw  issued  his  call  for  vol- 
unteers for  the  Spanish- American  war  on 
April  25,  1898.  On  this  day  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Moffit  had  been  in  his  office  attend- 


ing to  business  as  usual  and  was  called 
from  his  bed  about  midnight  by  a  message 
directing  him  to  report  at  Des  Moines 
forthwith  to  be  enrolled. 

The  next  morning,  after  having  trav- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


296 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


elled  across  half  the  state,  found  him  re- 
porting to  the  adjutant-general  for  duty,  at 
9:30  A.  M. 

He  was  enrolled  as  major  of  the  Fiftieth 
Iowa  on  April  26;  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  on  May  18th,  and  on  August 
20th  was  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  infantry. 

This  regiment  was  the  first  to  leave 
Iowa  for  the  south.  He  was  regularly 
mustered  out,  with  his  regiment,  on 
November  20,  1898. 

After  his  college  days  were  over  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  Charles  E. 
Wheeler,  under  the  firba  name  of  Wheeler 
&  Moffit,  and  commenced  business  No- 
vember 1,  1887,  at  Tipton,  Iowa.  Septem- 
ber 1,  1894,  Judge  J.  H.  Preston  resigned 
his  seat  on  the  district  bench  and  became 
associated  with  the  firm  of  Wheeler  &  Mof- 
fit  under  the  firm  name  of  Preston,  Wheeler 
&  Moffit,  and  immediately  the  new  firm 
opened  an  office  in  Cedar  Rapids,  to  be 
conducted  in  connection  with  the  one  at 
Tipton.  Mr.  Wheeler  withdrew  September 
1,  1897,  and  the  firm  is  now  Preston  & 
Moffit.  Judge  Preston  has  charge  of  the 
business  in  Cedar  Rapids  and  resides  there, 
while  Mr.  Moffit  looks  after  the  practice  in 
Tipton.  They  have  been  connected  with 
all  thQ  important  litigation  of  Cedar  county 
and  are  regarded  as  a  strong  firm. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moffit  has  always 
been  a  republican.  He  was  a  delegate 
from  Iowa  to  the  republican  national  con- 
vention which  met  at  Minneapolis  in  1892, 
being  but  29  years  of  age  at  that  time.  He 
was  one  of  the  youngest  members  of  that 
body,  certainly  the  youngest  of  the  Iowa 
delegation.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  but  has  never  sought  office.  In 
the  spring  of  1896,  Tipton  was  organized 
into  a  city  of  the  second  class  and  he  was 
elected  its  first  mayor  under  the  new  order, 
although  against  his  wish.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Republican  club  of  Cedar 
county  in  1888,  and  held  a  similar  office  in 
the  McKinley  club  of  Tipton  in  1896.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Winifred  E.  Hecht, 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Margaret  E.  Hecht, 
at  Clarence,  Iowa,  September  28,  1892. 
Has  one  daughter,  Margaret  Eleanor,  born 
May  6,  1897. 


search  for  honors  or  preferment  that  will 
not  come  to  him  as  a  devoted  laborer  in 
the  profession  which  he  has  chosen  as  his 
life  work,  and  which  he  loves  so  well.  Mr. 
Work  was  bom  on  the  25th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1844,  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  county. 


WORK,  W.  A.,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Work  & 
Lewis,  and  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  devotion 
to  the  law,  his  chosen  profession.  Mr. 
Work  turns  neither  to  the  right  nor  left  in 


Iowa.  His  father,  Joseph  Work,  was  a 
native  of  Clark  county,  ind.,  and  came  to 
Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  in  1843.  The  same 
year,  before  leaving  Indiana,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eleanor  Huckleberry.  They 
moved  to  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  near 
Birmingham  in  1845,  where  young  W.  A. 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  became  inured  to 
all  the  hardships,  labor  and  privations 
incident  to  pioneer  life.  His  father  repre- 
sented Van  Buren  county  in  the  state 
legislature  in  1872. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
in  the  old  schoolhouse  of  pioneer  days, 
where  he  attended  a  winter  and  a  summer 
term  till  he  was  old  enough  to  work  in  the 
field,  when  he  was  limited  to  a  winter  term 
for  several  years.  In  these  schools  every- 
thing learned  was  not  from  books.  The 
wide  expanse  of  prairie  fringed  with  forests, 
over  which  they  roamed,  gave  the  boy  a 
breadth  of  character  not  attained  in  the 
limited  environments  of  the  city. 

Such  was  young  Work  in  the  latter 
fifties,  when  he  entered  the  then  well  known 
academy  at  Birmingham.     In  1862,  he  was 
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admitted  to  the  college  course  of  Iowa 
Wesleyan  university,  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  He 
completed  one  year*s  work  there  and  in 

1863,  enlisted  in  the  United  States  navy, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  United  States  gun- 
boat, Benton,  flagship  of  Admiral  Porter's 
lower  Mississippi  squadron. 

He  served  during  a  part  of  1863  and 

1864,  when  many  of  the  great  engagements 
on  the  Mississippi  river  occurred.  Island 
No.  10;  Memphis,  Vicksburg  and  New 
Orleans  had  fallen  when  he  quit  the  serv- 
ice, and  commerce  was  restored  to  the 
great  river.  When  his  term  of  service 
closed,  he  returned  to  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
and  finished  the  college  course  in  1867. 
After  graduating  he  taught  school  at 
Keosauqua  for  a  year,  but  in  the  meantime 
took  up  the  study  of  law  with  Hon.  Robert 
Sloan  of  the  Keosauqua  bar,  and  when 
Judge  Sloan  was  elected  to  the  circuit 
judgeship  he  succeeded  to  his  practice. 
Eight  years  later  he  associated  himself 
with  Judge  Alexander  Brown,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Work  &  Brown,  and  in  1882, 
Judge  Sloan,  after  leaving  the  bench,  be- 
came a  member  of  the  firm.  In  1883  Mr. 
Work  came  to  Ottumwa  and  opened  an 
office,  but  still  continues  his  association 
with  the  old  firm  at  Keosauqua,  and  regu- 
larly attends  both  the  courts  of  Van  Buren 
and  Wapello  counties.  He  has  been  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant litigated  cases  in  southeastern 
Iowa.  As  a  trial  lawyer,  either  to  the 
court  or  before  a  jury,  Mr.  Work  has  few 
equals.  His  mind  is  naturally  analytical 
and  logical,  and  whether  discussing  a  )>oint 
of  law  or  presenting  an  analysis  of  the 
evidence  of  a  case,  he  is  strong  and  con- 
vincing. 

In  1895  Mr  Work  became  associated 
with  John  W.  Lie  wis,  and  the  firm  ranks 
among  the  first  in  the  Ottumwa  bar.  Mr. 
Work  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  is  a 
strong  supporter  of  his  party,  but  he  is  in 
no  sense  a  politician,  devoting  his  attention 
to  his  chosen  profession,  seeking  no  hon- 
ors but  those  that  strictly  belong  to  it. 
Mr.  Work  and  Miss  Hinda  H.  Marlow  were 
united  in  marriage  at  Keosauqua  in  1869. 
Mrs.  Work  is  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  P. 
Marlow,  and  a  native  of  Van  Buren  county, 
Iowa.  They  have  born  to  them  six  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
They  have  a  beautiful  home  of  unfailing 
hospitality  on  the  corner  of  Court  and 
Fifth  streets,  in  Ottumwa.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  M.  E.  Church. 


WHEELER,  HiAL  Augustus,  M.  D. 
Among  the  many  members  of  the  medical 
profession  to  whom  the  management  of  the 
Iowa  State  university  may  point  with 
pardonable  pride  is  Prof.  H.  A.  Wheeler, 
for  five  years  dean  of  the  faculty  of  the 
Sioux  City  Medical  college,  and  at  present 
filling  the  chair  of  medicine,  clinical  medi- 
cine and  neurology  in  that  widely  known 
institution.  He  is  the  son  of  Silas  and 
Jane  F.  Wheeler,  both  of  English  and 
Scotch  parentage,  who  are  now  living  in 
La  Grange,  111.  There  were  three  children 
bei^ides  Hial  A.  He  was  born  at  Barton, 
Vt.,  June  20,  1854,  where  his  early  educa- 


tion was  acquired  in  the  common  schools. 
At  the  age  of  16  he  was  placed  in  the 
Free-will  Baptist  seminary  at  Lindon  Cen- 
ter, where  he  remained  one  year,  then 
worked  for  a  time  as  clerk  in  manufacturing 
establishments  in  Boston  and  New  York. 
In  1873  he  returned  home  and  assisted  his 
father,  who  was  engaged  in  the  livery  and 
stage  business,  until  September  9th,  at 
which  time  he  started  for  the  west.  Stop- 
ping for  a  time  in  La  Salle  county.  111.,  he 
followed  the  vocation  of  school-teacher, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1875  came  on  to  Mo- 
nona county,  Iowa,  in  a  covered  wagon, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  teaching 
for  two  years,   while    he    continued    the 
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study  of  medicine  under  local  physicians. 
He  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
Iowa  State  university  in  1878,  graduated 
therefrom  in  1881,  practiced  at  Riverside 
until  June,  1888,  then  removed  to  Onawa, 
where,  for  eleven  years,  he  devoted  him- 
self to  his  profession.  During  this  time  he 
purchased  a  large  professional  library, 
and  the  hours  not  required  by  his.  practice 
were  spent  very  largely  in  study.  The 
office  of  county  physician  was  tendered 
him,  and  he  filled  the  same  for  five  years, 
but  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  by  reason  of 
the  demands  made  on  his  time  in  other 
directions.  Prom  September  1,  1887,  to 
January  1,  1891,  he  was  senior  member  of 
the  drug  firm  of  Wheeler  &  Egli.  In  1890 
he  compiled  and  published  '*  Abstracts  of 
Pharmacology, ' '  a  work  prepared  for  the 
use  of  physicians,  pharmacists,  and  students 
of  medicine  and  pharmacy,  preparing  for 
examination  in  colleges  and  before  state 
boards  of  examiners.  Many  thousand 
copies  of  the  work  have  been  sold  through- 
out the  middle  and  westprn  states.  In  1887 
he  conceived  the  idea  of  a  college  of  medi- 
cine for  the  northwest,  and  at  once  started 
the  movement  which  resulted,  in  1890,  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Sioux  City  Medi- 
cal college.  He  was  the  prime  mover,  one 
of  the  original  incorporators,  and  served 
as  dean  of  the  faculty  during  the  first  five 
years  of  its  existence.  Although  his  time 
is  taken  up  with  a  large  practice  in  Sioux 
City,  he  still  maintains  an  active  connection 
with  the  institution,  and  now  fills  a  chair 
of  the  highest  importance  in  the  school. 

The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Missouri 
Valley  Medical  society,  and  has  acquired  a 
reputation  as  lecturer  upon  subjects  per- 
taining to  his  profession.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  C.  Ingham,  a  native  of  Texas, 
September  27,  1876,  and  they  have  four 
children:  J.  Rush,  born  in  Iowa  City,  April 
28,  1879;  E.  Ruel,  born  at  Morse,  Iowa, 
March  6, 1 88 1 ;  A  Ray,  born  at  Onawa,  April 
16,  1885,  and  Jessie  J.,  born  at  Onawa, 
June  20,  1886.  Both  the  doctor  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church.  He  is  a  staunch  republican, 
though  not  active  in  politics. 


with  the  law  department  of  the  State  uni- 
versity since  1881.  He  was  born  in  Salem, 
Ohio,  November  25,  1851.  Both  his  parents 
were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  Quaker 
antecedents.  His  father,  William  McClain, 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  and  was  prin- 


McCLAIN,  Emlin,  chancellor  of  the 
law  department  of  the  State  University  of 
Iowa,  a  distinguished  legal  authority, 
author  of  many  standard  works,  and  best 
known  in  Iowa  as  the  annotator  of  the 
code,  both  old  and  new,  is  now  a  resident 
of  Iowa  City,  where  he  has  been  connected 


cipal  and  proprietor  of  Salem  institute 
in  Ohio.  He  removed  tx)  Tipton,  Cedar 
county,  Iowa,  in  1855,  where  he  had  charge 
of  the  public  schools  of  the  town.  For  a 
time  he  operated  a  farm  in  that  county  and 
afterward  owned  and  conducted  the  Iowa 
City  Commercial  college,  and  in  connection 
with  it  founded  the  Iowa  City  academy.  A 
few  months  before  his  death,  in  1877,  he 
opened  a  commercial  college  in  Des  Moines. 
Emlin  McClain  lived  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  about  13  years  old  and  his  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  almost  entirely  at 
home,  concluding  with  one  year  at  an 
academy  in  Wilton.  In  1866,  at  the  early 
age  of  15,  he  entered  the  State  university 
and  graduated  in  the  philosophical  course 
in  1871,  taking  the  classical  degree  in  1872 
and  graduating  from  the  law  department 
in  1873.  During  his  college  course  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Zetagathian  literary 
society  and  one  of  its  presidents.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fra- 
ternity, and  was  one  of  the  commencement 
speakers  of  his  collegiate  and  law  classes. 
Upon  the  completion  of  his  law  course  he 
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went  at  once  as  a  clerk  in  the  law  office  of 
Gatch,  Wright  &  Runnells,  in  Des  Moines. 
He  was  private  secretary  of  United  States 
Senator  Geo.  G.  Wright,  and  clerk  of  the 
senate  committee  on  claims  during  the  two 
sessions  of  the  Forty -fourth  Congress, 
1875-77.  For  the  next  four  years,  until 
1881,  he  practiced  law  in  Des  Moines  and 
during  that  time  prepared  McClain's  Anno- 
tated Statutes  of  Iowa,  which  was  published 
in  1880  and  immediately  became  the  stand- 
ard code,  regarded  as  an  absolute  necessity 
by  every  lawyer  in  Iowa.  In  1881  he  was 
appointed  a  professor  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  university,  and  removed 
to  Iowa  City;  he  was  made  vice  chancellor 
in  1887  and  chancellor  in  1890. 

Since  1881  he  hai  devoted  himself  entirelv  to 
teachlDg^  law  and  writinfj^  law  books.  His  principal 
Wfirlcs  are:  '*  Outlines  of  CrimlDal  Law  and  Pro- 
cedure.*'1884;  ^*  Synopsis  of  Elementary  Law  and 
Law  of  Personal  Property,"  1884;  *'Dig^est  of  Iowa 
Reports,"  in  two  volumes,  1887,  with  third  volume, 
1808;  ''  McClain's  Annotated  Code  and  Statutes  of 
Iowa/'  in  two  volumes,  1888,  with  supplement,  1892; 
**  Criminal  Law,"  in  two  volumes,  1897;  *' Cases  on 
the  Law  of  Carriers,"  1893,  second  edition,  1896. 
Besides  these  he  has  published  numerous  articles 
in  the  Wentem  Jurist,  The  American  Law  Review, 
Harvard  Law  Review,  Central  Law  Journal,  The 
Oreen  Bag,  Iowa  Normal  Monthly  and  the  Iowa  His- 
torical Record,  He  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  American  Bar  association  since  1889;  he  has 
been  chairman  of  its  committee  on  classification  of 
the  law  and  member  of  its  committee  on  lepal  edu- 
cation, and  in  1896  was  chairman  of  the  section  on 
legal  education.  He  presided  at  the  org^anization 
of  the  Iowa  Bar  association  in  1895  and  has  s^noe 
been  chairman  of  its  commitu  e  on  legal  education. 
In  1894  Chancellor  McClain  was  appointed  one  of 
the  commi^8ioners  of  Iowa  to  act  with  commission- 
ers  from  other  states  to  recommend  uniform  laws, 
and  acted  with  such  commissioners  in  preparing  a 
negotiable  Instruments  act  which  was  adopted  by 
the  commission  in  1896  and  has  becume  a  law  in 
New  York,  Connecticut,  Colorado,  Florida  and 
other  states  of  the  union,  and  will  probably  be  the 
basis  of  the  future  commercial  law  in  the  United 
States.  In  1894  he  was  selected  by  the  senate  as 
one  of  the  code  commissioners  to  report  to  the 
general  assembly  of  Iowa  a  revised  code.  Their 
work  was  presented  to  the  Twenty-sixth  General 
Assembly  and  formed  the  basis  of  the  r€\yised  code 
which  was  adopted  at  the  special  session  of  the 
legislature  in  1897.  Under  the  special  authority 
of  the  general  assembly  Chancellor  McClain  was 
selected  to  prepare  the  annotations  for  the  new 
code  which  was  published  by  the  state,  October 
1, 1897. 

Chancellor  McClain  was  married  Febru- 
ary 19,  1879,  1o  Ellen  Griffiths,  daughter 
of  the  late  Capt.  Henry  H.  Griffiths,  of  Des 
Moines,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Des  Moines,  and  during  the  rebellion 
was  captain  of  the  First  Iowa  battery. 
They  have  three  children:  Donald,  born 
April  15,  1880;  Henry  Griffiths,  born  De- 


cember 18,  1881,  and  Gwendolyn,  born 
June  4,  1894.  The  chancellor  has  received  • 
the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.,  1882,  from 
the  State  University  of  Iowa,  and  LL.  D. , 
1891,  from  the  same  institution  and  from 
Findlay  college,  Ohio.  Upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  University  Chapter  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  fraternity,  he  was  one  of  those 
selected  from  the  previous  classes  on  the 
ground  of  scholarship,  to  be  charter  mem- 
bers. He  is  an  honorary  member  of  the 
law  fraternity.  Phi  Delta  Phi,  the  university 
chapter  of  which  bears  his  name.  His 
political  connection  has  always  been  with 
the  republican  party.  His  father  was  an 
original  and  ardent  republican,  having 
been  identified  in  sympathy  and  action  with 
the  abolitionists.  Chancellor  McClain  is 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Congregational  church  of  Iowa  City, 
though  not  a  member  of  the  church. 


HALEY,  Felix  Emmet,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men  *s 
association,  is  a  resident  of  Des  Moines, 
where,  as  a  business  man,  he  is  well  and 


favorably  known.  Mr.  Haley  was  born  in 
Iowa,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  May  31,  1862,  and  is 
the  son  of  Timothy  and  Mary  Haley.  They 
are  prosperous  farmers,  now  living  in 
Henry  county;  well  provided  for  by  the 
industry  and  thrift  of  a  prudent  and  active 
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life.  They  have  not  sought  any  public 
notoriety,  but  have  attended  to  their  own 
affairs  and  brought  up  a  respectable  and 
successful  family  of  children-  Mrs.  Haley 
is  known  as  a  good  mother  and  wife,  and 
what  more  need  be  said?  They  were  bom 
in  Ireland,  and  all  their  ancestors  lived 
in  the  Emerald  Isle.  Their  son,  P.  E. 
Haley,  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  Howe's  academy  in 
Mt.  Pleasant.  But  some  of  the  best  lessons 
of  his  boyhood  were  those  of  industry  and 
economy,  which  were  taught  him  on  his 
father's  farm.  He  began  early  in  his  youth 
to  support  himself  and  learn  to  depend 
upon  his  own  efforts.  After  leaving  school 
in  1883  he  was  at  once  elected  principal  of 
the  public  schools  of  New  London,  Iowa, 
and  m  this  capacity  he  was  uniformly  suc- 
cessful. Four  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  this  work.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  became 
associated  with  the  Iowa  State  Register.  In 
this  line  of  work  he  at  once  achieved 
success  as  traveling  representative  for  the 
paper,  and  built  up  a  large  and  valuable  ac- 
quaintance all  over  the  state.  He  increased 
the  business  of  the  paper  and  did  well 
for  himself  at  the  same  time.  While  em- 
ployed as  a  traveling  man  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men's 
association,  which  was  first  organized  partly 
for  social  intercourse  and  partly  for  a 
mutual  accident  insurance  association.  He 
devoted  himself  with  all  his  accustomed 
energy  to  building  up  this  association,  and 
secured  several  hundred  new  members  for 
it.  In  1890  he  was  elected  secretary  and 
treasurer  and  very  shortly  gave  up  his 
work  on  the  road  to  put  all  his  time  into  the 
development  and  management  of  the  asso- 
ciation, which  had,  in  the  fall  of  1891, 
grown  to  a  large  and  substantial  member- 
ship. Mr.  Haley  has  been  reelected  each 
year  since  that  time  and  has  rarely  had  any 
opposition.  Under  his  administration  the 
organization  has  grown  and  developed  into 
one  of  the  largest  and  strongest  accident 
insurance  associations  in  the  United  States, 
paying  out  annually  something  like  $100,000 
in  benefits  and  death  losses.  Their  mem- 
bership has  steadily  increased,  although 
the  restrictions  have  been  multiplied  until 
now  no  one  but  an  actual  traveling  man, 
who  has  been  selling  goods  on  the  road 
by  sample  for  more  than  one  year,  can  be- 
come a  member.  It  now  has,  in  1899, 
10,500  members.  The  members  fully  ap- 
preciating the  value  of  Mr.  Haley's  services, 
and  being  nearly  all  business  men  them- 
selves, consider  that  it  is  only  a  plain  busi- 


ness matter  in  which  they  are  all  inter- 
ested to  retain  the  services  of  Mr.  Haley  as 
chief  administrative  officer. 

Mr.  Haley  was  married  in  Burlington, 
Iowa,  January  29,  1895,  to  Miss  Katherine 
A.  Norton.  They  have  a  family  of  two 
children,  Mary  and  Katherine,  both  bright, 
interesting  girls.  Mr.  Haley  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  business  ventures.  He  is  con- 
servative in  his  dealings,  both  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  corporation  he  represents 
as  its  chief  officer  and  in  his  personal  busi- 
ness transactions.  Besides  being  energetic 
and  aggressive,  he  is  particularly  cour- 
teous, and  no  young  business  man  in  Des 
Moines  stands  higher  in  the  estimation 
of  the  general  public  than  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Whatever  degree  of  success 
he  may  achieve,  to  his  own  personal  efforts, 
strength  of  character  and  honesty  of  pur- 
pose can  the  credit  be  given.  His  highest 
ambition  is  to  faithfully  perform  every 
duty  and  to  live  the  life  of  a  good  and 
upright  citizen. 


MO  WRY,  Welcome,  member  of  the  state 
board  of  railroad  commissioners,  makes  his 
home  on  his  700  acre  farm  in  Tama  county, 
where  he  has  lived  since  1867.  His  par- 
ents were  George  A.  and  Nancy  Jack 
Mowry,  and  he  was  born  in  Putnam  county, 
111.,  April  3,  1842.  His  father  was  born  in 
Rhode  Island  and  his  mother  in  Maryland. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  Mr.  Mowry  often  preached  for 
them.  They  came  to  Bureau  county.  111., 
in  1841,  and  later  went  to  Putnam  county 
to  educate  their  children,  and  then  returned 
to  Bureau  county,  where  Mr.  Mowry  died 
in  1889.  Their  son.  Welcome,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  attended  Dover 
academy.  At  the  age  of  17  he  began  sup- 
porting himself,  working  on  a  farm  at  $10 
per  month.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  made 
his  first  effort  to  enlist  in  the  union  army 
at  Wyanett,  111.,  and  went  with  his  com- 
pany to*  Springfield,  but  as  the  quota  of 
Illinois  on  the  first  call  had  been  filled,  he 
returned  home  after  about  a  month.  In 
August  of  that  year  he  enlisted  under  C.  S. 
Merriman  and  went  with  his  company  to 
Port  Leavenworth,  which  became  Company 
D  of  the  Seventh  Kansas  Volunteer  cavalry. 
They  spent  the  first  winter  in  Missouri 
keeping  down  the  guerrillas,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1862  went  to  Tennessee,  spend- 
ing the  next  two  and  a  half  years  in  Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi  and  Alabama.  They 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Corinth, 
Coffeyville,    Tupelo,    and  the  soldier   of 
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whom  we  write  was  under  fire,  in  addition 
to  the  above,  at  luka,  Coldwater,  Abbey- 
ville,  Holly  Springs,  Oxford,  Water  Valley^ 
and  Jackson,  Tenn. ,  and  at  Rippey ,  Miss. 
While  following  Price  through  Missis- 
sippi, he  with  four  others  was  sent  to 
reconnoiter  Price's  position.  It  was  a 
perilous  undertaking  in  the  night,  wading 
streams  and  taking  all  hazards.  They  ran 
onto  the  enemy's  camp  guard  and  then 
fell  back.  The  enemy,  not  knowing  the 
size  of  the-  force  opposing  them,  soon 
evacuated  the  town.  This  is  probably  the 
only  instance  where  five  men  started  a 
whole  army.     "He  was  frequently  on  duty 


as  scout  or  courier  in  hazardous  enter- 
prises, *'  says  one  of  his  commanders, 
*  'where  his  unflinching  bravery,  quick  in- 
telligence, sound  judgment  were  signally 
displayed,  winning  for  him  the  praise  of 
commanding  officers.  He  was  our  ideal  of 
a  soldier.''  Being  honorably  discharged 
at  St.  Louis,  September  27,  1864,  he  re- 
turned home  and  went  to  school  for  a  short 
time,  but  re-enlisted  February  13,  1865,  in 
Company  P,  One  Hundred  Fifty -first  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  infantry,  and  on  account  of 
previous  service  was  made  drill  sergeant, 
and  in  a  competitive  drill  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  headquarters  guard  of 
General  Judea,  which  he  held  under  Gen- 
erals Judea  and  H.  F.  Sickles,  until  the 
close  of  his  enlistment.    He  was  discharged 


the  last  time  in  February,  1866,  and 
returned  at  once  to  Wyanett,  111.,  and  re- 
sumed peaceful  pursuits.  He  was  married 
September  5,  1866,  to  Miss  Lucina  Sapp, 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Mary  J.  Bosket 
Sapp,  who  were  both  natives  of  Delaware. 
They  have  three  children,  Lorena  C,  born 
December  18,  1868,  Burdette  P.,  bom 
April  22,  1870,  and  Alzad  B.,  born  October 
10,  1873.  In  the  following  spring  the 
young  couple  started  in  a  covered  wagon 
for  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Oneida  township, 
Tama  county,  on  the  same  farm  where 
they  now  reside.  He  commenced  with 
eighty  acres,  and  now  has  700  acres  of 
Iowa's  most  productive  soil.  Although 
the  land  is  gently  rolling  he  has  laid  over 
four  miles  of  tiling  under  it. 

Colonel  Mowry  has  always  been  an  active  repub- 
lican, casting^  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1864,  and  has  never  missed  an  election  since  he 
came  to  Iowa.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  ten 
years.  In  1873  he  was  placed  on  the  republican 
ticket  for  supervisor  but  the  anti-monopoly  move- 
ment was  then  at  its  height  and  he  was  defeated  by 
thirty-seven  votes  in  the  county.  In  1875  he  beg^n 
taking  part  in  speaking  campaigns  and  in  every 
year  since  then  he  has  stumped  either  the  county, 
the  district  or  the  state  In  1883  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  legislature,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  business  of  the  session.  Be- 
lieving that  laws  were  too  often  changed  he 
spent  more  time  in  defeating  what  he  considered 
bad  measures,  than  he  did  in  securing  the  en- 
actment of  new  laws.  He,  however,  secured 
the  passage  of  the  measure  to  reduce  the  penalty 
on  delinquent  taxes  to  1  per  cent  a  month.  He 
took  the  ground  that  if  the  state  did  not  allow  an 
individual  to  collect  more  than  6  per  cent  interest, 
the  state  should  be  satisfied  with  12.  He  received 
special  credit  from  the  farmers  for  the  defeat  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  independent  and  subdistricts  in  the 
country,  making  no  change  in  the  school  laws 
applying  to  cities  and  towns.  This  bill  was  cham- 
pioned by  State  Superintendent  Akers  and  Senator 
L.  R.  Bolter,  and  supported  by  the  representatives 
of  the  cities.  In  1892,  when  the  Fifth  congressional 
district  was  democratic.  Colonel  Mowry  was  urged 
to  become  a  candidate  for  congress,  but  was  de- 
feated in  the  convention  by  K.  6.  Cousins,  the 
present  member.  Colonel  Mowry  immediately 
took  the  stump  for  his  successful  rival  and  worked 
for  Mr.  Cousins  until  he  was  elected.  In  1896, 
without  being  a  candidate,  Colonel  Mowry  was 
unanimously  selected  republican  candidate  for 
presidential  elector  in  the  Fifth  district,  and  made 
twenty-five  speeches  thoroughout  the  state  in  that 
campaign.  He  was  elected  by  the  largest  vote  of 
any  elector,  except  Major  Conger,  elector  at  large. 
Colonel  Mowry 's  long  service  to  the  republican 
party  and  his  eminent  business  qualifications  were 
recognized  by  the  party  in  1898,  when  he  was  nom- 
inated for  railroad  commissioner  by  the  republican 
state  convention  in  Dubuque.  He  received  on  the 
first  ballot  242i  more  votes  than  his  strongest  com- 
petitor and  more  than  100  majority  over  all.  He 
was  elected  by  62,883  plurality.  He  is  now  filling 
the  office  with  the  good  sense  and  industry  that 
have  brought  him  such  a  large  measure  of  success 
in  all  that  he  has  undertaken  in  life. 
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ALLEN,  Milton  Henry,  of  Sheldon, 
is  one  of  the  best-known  and  most  widely 
employed  lawyers  of  O'Brien  county,  as 
well  as  of  northern  Iowa  generally.  He 
has  been  brought  up  in  a  law  office,  as 
it  were,  for  his  father,  Charles  T.  Allen,  is 
also  a  prominent  lawyer.  He  is  one  of  the 
very  early  settlers  of  northeastern  Iowa, 
having  come  to  Winneshiek  county  from 
Henry  county.  111.,  in  1856. 

He  served  during  the  war  as  captain 
of  Company  K,  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  In- 
fantry volunteers.  Mr.  Allen's  mother 
was  formerly  Carrie  Smith,  a  native  of 
New  York  state. 


Milt.  H.  Allen,  as  he  is  commonly  called, 
was  born  February  11,  1859,  at  Decorah. 
His  earliest  instruction  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  town,  and  was  con- 
tinued at  Spencer,  in  Clay  county,  whither 
he  moved  with  his  parents  in  1871.  Five 
years  later  the  family  moved  to  O'Brien 
county,  settling  at  Sheldon,  where  Mr.  Al- 
len began  reading  law  in  1877  in  the  office 
of  Barrett  &  Allen,  the  members  of  the  firm 
being  O.  M.  Barrett,  afterwards  state  sen- 
ator, and  C.  T.  Allen,  the  father  of  Milton. 
He  was  chiefly  occupied  by  his  studies 
for  the  next  few  years,  though  at  one  time 
he  stopped  to  accept  a  position  as  brake- 
man  on  the  old  Sioux  City  &  St.  Paul  rail- 
way.    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 


district  court  of  O'Brien  county.  May  9, 
1881,  and  immediately  began  practicing  in 
his  home  town.  He  removed  to  Sanborn  in 
1884,  and,  after  enjoying  a  good  business 
there  for  nine  years,  returned  to  Sheldon, 
November,  1,  1893,  where  he  still  resides. 
One  of  the  most  important  cases  he  has 
tried  was  in  February,  1891,  on  a  question 
of  habeas  corpus,  in  which  he  succeeded 
in  releasing  John  Telford  from  the  peniten- 
tiary at  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  where  he  had 
served  two  of  a  fifteen -years'  sentence  for 
robbery.  The  point  raised  was  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  statute  under  which  the 
sentence  was  pronounced.  Since  that  time 
Mr.  Allen  has  been  employed  in  nearly 
all  the  important  cases  in  O'Brien  and 
adjoining  counties,  making  a  specialty 
of  railroad,  corporation  and  criminal  law. 
He  has  been  the  local  attorney  for  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad 
company  since  1889  and  of  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  since  1895. 

In  politics  Mr.  Allen  was  a  democrat  all 
his  life  until  1896,  when  he  bolted  the  Chi- 
cago free  silver  platform  and  joined  the 
republican  forces,  making  campaign 
speeches  all  over  northwestern  Iowa  for 
McKinley  and  sound  money.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  belonging  to  the  Sioux  Falls 
Lodge  No.  262.  He  is  not  a  member  of 
any  church. 


ANDERSON,  Edwin,  a  prominent  mer- 
chant and  druggist  of  Ruthven,  is  a  native 
of  Sweden,  having  been  born  in  that 
country  March  24,  1857.  His  parents  were 
Andrew  and  Matilda  Johnson  Anderson, 
natives  of  Sweden.  Their  ancestors  were 
all  soldiers  and  sailors. 

Edwin  attended  the  common  schools  in 
his  native  country  up  to  the  age  of  12 
years,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents.  They  located  at  Ft. 
Dodge,  Iowa,  in  1870,  where  Edwin  at- 
tended school  in  the  winter  and  worked  on 
a  farm  in  the  summer  for  the  first  two 
years.  After  this,  he  went  to  work  for  one  of 
the  leading  doctors  in  Ft.  Dodge,  as  hos- 
tler, also  taking  care  of  his  office,  and  at  the 
same  time  studying  medicine  with  him.  He 
remained  in  this  service  several  years  and 
afterwards  clerked  for  several  firms  in 
different  lines  of  business  until  1885.  He 
was  strictly  temperate  and  never  idle,  and 
saved  his  salary,  so  that  he  had  accumulated 
enough  to  start  in  business  for  himself. 
This  he  accordingly  did  at  Ruthven,  in 
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1885.  He  is  a  registered  pharmacist,  hav- 
log  i)assed  examination  before  the  board  of 
pharmacy  in  1881.  He  is  now  conducting 
one  of  the  largest  book,  notions  and  fancy 
goods  and  drug  stores  in  northwestern 
Iowa. 


In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  demo- 
crat, and  in  1898  was  a  candidate  on  this 
ticket  in  the  Tenth  district  for  congress, 
cutting  down  the  plurality  of  his  opponent, 
Mr.  DoUiver,  by  3,552,  and  in  doing  this 
made  the  largest  gain  of  any  candidate. 
He  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  Mason  and  Shriner. 

He  was  married  January  1,  1882,  to  Ada 
V.  H«ndrickson,  of  Pulton  county,  Ohio. 


CONLEY,  Joseph  Bernard,  is  one  of 
the  craft  of  honest  millers  whose  **mill 
goes  round  ''  at  the  beautiful  little  city  of 
Lake  Mills.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Conley 
were  natives  of  Vermont,  but  removed  to 
Wisconsin  in  1850,  where  they  engaged  in 
farming.  They  reared  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters, 
which,  together  with  the  few  opportunities 
for  enriching  one's  self  afforded  by  the 
early  times  in  Wisconsin,  prevented  any 
great  accumulation  of  this  world's  goods. 
There  were  no  railroads  in  the  neighbor- 
hood where  they  resided,  and  they  were 
compelled  to  haul  their  farm  products  to 


Milwaukee  by  ox  team,  and  as  that  city 
was  eighty  miles  away  they  would  receive 
scarcely  enough  from  their  produce  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  trip.  In  1881  they 
removed  to  Chicago,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  with  moderate 
success.  The  earlier  ancestors  of  Mr. 
Conley  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  were 
people  of  considerable  importance,  some 
being  closely  related  to  Marshal  MacDonald, 
of  Prance. 

Mr.  Joseph  Bernard  Conley  was  born  in 
Clinton,  Rock  county,  Wis.,  in  1852.  His 
common  school  education  was  supple- 
mented by  a  course  in  the  Sharon  academy, 
where  he  received  the  education  which  has 
been  so  useful  to  him  throughout  his  life. 
After  some  years  of  teaching  and  farm 
work  in  Wisconsin,  in  1877  he  came  to 
Iowa,  and  was  employed  for  several  years 
in  drilling  wells  throughout  the  state.  He 
located  in  Lake  Mills.  In  1881  he  secured 
the  interest  of  S.  D.  Wadsworth  in  an  old 
buhr  flouring  mill,  the  business  of  which 
was  conducted  under  the  name  of  Conley, 
Smith  &  Company,  until  the  year  1883,  at 


which  time  the  interest  of  Smith  &  Com- 
pany was  purchased  by  Mr.  Winslow,  after 
which  the  firm  was  known  as  Winslow  & 
Conley.  The  property  was  greatly  en- 
larged and  improved  by  these  gentlemen, 
and  in   1895   an  electric  light  plant  was 
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added  which  now  furnishes  illumination 
for  public  and  private  use.  In  March, 
1897,  Mr.  Conley  bought  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Winslow  and  has  since  operated  the 
business  alone. 

Mr.  Conley  was  a  republican  until  Mr. 
Cleveland  received  his  nomination,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
democratic  party.  He  has  been  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Lake  Mills  two  terms,  and  has 
served  several  years  as  member  of  the  city 
council  of  that  place.  He  is  a  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  church.  In  1881  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  B.  Kenny,  of 
Delavan,  Wis.  They  have  two  children: 
Vere,  aged  12,  and  Wilfred,  aged  10.  The 
home  life  of  Mr.  Conley  is  a  most  happy 
and  congenial  one.  He  has  ample  means 
to  provide  the  necessities  as  well  es  the 
luxuries  of  life,  in  which  they  indulge  to  a 
reasonable  and  consistent  extent. 


WINNINGER,  Joseph  Urban,  is  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  city 
of  Waterloo,  and  has  worked  his  way  up  to 
his  present    prominent    position  entirely 


by  his  own  efforts,  having  worked  at  the 
trade  of  a  tailor  ever  since  he  was  14  years 
old.  Both  his  father,  John  Winninger, 
and  mother,  Marie,  were  natives  of  Alsace. 
J.  U.  Winninger  was  born  May  25,  1863, 
near    Muehlhausen,   in    the    province     of 


Alsace.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
until  he  was  14  years  old,  receiving  the 
thorough  discipline  and  instruction  so 
characteristic  of  the  educational  system 
of  that  country.  Living  so  near  the 
boundary  of  Prance,  th^  French  and  Grer- 
man  languages  were  both  taught  in  the 
schools  which  he  attended.  At  14  he  left 
school,  and  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  tailor.  This  occupation  he  has 
followed  ever  since.  In  the  summer  of 
1882,  when  he  was  19  years  old  he  came  to 
America,  and,  after  spending  two  months 
in  New  York  city,  he  came  to  Waterloo,  in 
October.  Upon  his  arrival  in  New  York, 
he  had  only  $6,  but,  with  the  little  he 
earned  in  that  city,  and  with  the  help  of  a 
friend  in  Waterloo  who  loaned  him  $15,  he 
was  enabled  to  reach  his  destination.  He 
immediately  secured  work  in  Waterloo,  and 
within  two  weeks  he  was  square  with  the 
world  and  began  to  accumulate  money  for 
himself.  After  about  four  years  spent 
in  strict  attention  to  business,  he  was  able 
through  thrift  and  economy  to  start  in 
business  for  himself.  He  first  located  at 
Manchester,  and,  after  two  prosperous 
years  there,  went  to  San  Jose,  Cal.,  where 
he  secured  a  position  as  cutter  in  a  large 
tailoring  establishment.  He  soon  launched 
out  for  himself  again,  however;  this  time  at 
Woodland,  Cal.  For  six  years  he  did  a  flour- 
ishing business,  and  in  September,  1895,  re- 
turned to  Waterloo  and  opened  a  tailoring  es- 
tablishment of  his  own.  He  has  increased 
the  scope  of  his  business  from  year  to  year 
until  he  now  commands  a  very  wide  patron- 
age 

Mr.  Winninger  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican in  politics,  having  voted  with  that 
party  ever  since  he  became  naturalized. 
But  he  has  never  had  time  to  take  any 
active  part  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
lodges. 

Mr.  Winninger  was  married  January  5, 
1891,  to  Louisa  Ewald,  at  Waterloo.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Gladys,  bom  in  1895, 
and  Mr.  Winninger  has  a  daughter,  Mar- 
guerite, aged  12,  by  a  former  marriage. 


NELSON,  N.  I.  Mr.  Nelson  is  engaged 
in  the  general  merchandise  and  wholesale 
grocery  business  at  Lake  Mills,  being  a 
member  of  the  well-kuown  Scar-Nelson 
Merchandise  company.  He  is  descended 
on  his  father's  side  from  the  old  Vikings. 
His  mother's  grandfather  was  of  Teuton 
descent,  but  his  own  grandfather  was  bom 
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in  Norway,  and  served  in  the  war  of  1812 
for  his  native  country.  Iver  Nelson,  the 
father  of  N.  1.  Nelson,  landed  in  New  York 
on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1851,  having  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  a  sail  boat.  He  was  more 
than  three  months  in  making  the  voyage. 


From  New  York  he  went  by  wat^r  to  Mil- 
waukee, and  with  an  ox  team  drove  over- 
land to  Stoughten,  Wis.  He  assisted  In 
the  construction  of  the  first  railroad  lead- 
ing west  of  Chicago.  In  1853  he  settled  in 
Winneshiek  county,  this  state,  where  he 
was  married,  in  1856,  after  which  he  re- 
moved to  Mitchell  county  and  engaged  in 
farming.  At  the  present  time  he  resides 
in  St.  Ansgar,  and  is  among  the  wealthiest 
citizens  of  that  place.  His  mother,  Ingel- 
berg  Rosby  Nelson,  came  from  Quebec  to 
Winneshiek  county  July  4,  1856,  where  she 
was  married  to  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  N.  I.  Nelson  was  born  June  1,  1857, 
at  ;Calmar,  Winneshiek  county.  He  was 
given  a  good  common  school  education  and 
in  addition  took  two  courses  at  the  St. 
Ansgar  seminary  and  a  commercial  course 
at  the  Decorah  college,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1882.  He 
worked  upon  a  farm,  however,  until  he 
had  accumulated  $1,000.  In  June,  1882,  he 
entered  the  hardware  store  of  Johnson  & 
Annis,  at  Osage,  as  clerk  at  $20  per  month. 
Shortly  thereafter  his  salary  was  raised  to 


$35  per  month,  and  in  less  than  one  year 
to  $50  per  month.  That  position  he  held 
until  the  spring  of  1886,  when  he  removed 
to  Lake  Mills  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  O.  Scar  in  the  general  merchan- 
dise business  under  the  style  of  Scar  & 
Nelson.  This  firm  is  still  in  existence, 
operating  three  stores,  with  extensive  cold 
storage  facilities,  and  also  a  canning  fac- 
tory. The  last  named  enterprise  is  known 
as  the  Lake  Mills  Canning  company,  and 
is  an  institution  that  has  proved  of  inesti- 
mable value  to  the  farmers  of  that  section. 
Mr.  Nelson,  in  addition  to  the  concerns 
mentioned,  is  largely  interested  in  the  Ar- 
lington Hotel  company.  He  is  an  ener- 
getic business  man,  and  by  honorable  deal- 
ing, economy  and  good  business  judgment, 
will,  if  he  lives,  become  as  well  off  in  this 
world's  goods  as  is  his  father.  He  has  al- 
ways voted  the  republican  ticket,  but  has 
never  held  office  except  such  as  have  been 
forced  upon  him.  He  has  served  as  mayor 
of  his  town,  and  was  for  six  years  member 
of  the  city  council.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Lutheran  church,  the  Masonic 
order  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  June  2,  1883, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Sorbon,  of 
Rock  Creek.  They  have  two  children, 
Eda  E.  and  Irving  A.,  9  and  5  years  of 
age,  respectively. 


SCAR,  OLE,  of  Lake  Mills,  is  a  good 
type  of  thrifty,  intelligent  class  of  citizens 
which  Norway  has  contributed  to  this 
country.  Beginning  life  with  no  other 
capital  than  energy,  perseverance  and  good 
sense,  he  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  very 
comfortable  fortune,  and  in  being  classed 
among  the  most  prosperous  merchants  of 
the  state.  He  was  born  August  11,  1845, 
at  Bang,  Norway.  His  early  educational 
advantages  were  somewhat  limited,  but  by 
the  aid  of  self-instruction,  he  fitted  him- 
self for  business,  so  that  at  the  age  of  12 
he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  store, 
where  he  remained  about  five  years.  But 
feeling  the  need  of  a  more  complete  and 
thorough  education,  he  petitioned  for  ad- 
mittance to  the  Sargeant  Military  school, 
at  Christiania,  where  he  was  accepted,  and 
in  1866  graduated  with  first  honors,  as 
sergeant.  Not  satisfied,  however  with  the 
future  which  a  military  life  offered,  he  se- 
cured his  discharge  and  permission  to 
emigrate  to  America,  the  requests  not  be- 
ing granted  until  aiter  three  successive 
petitions. 

Mr.    Scar    sailed  for  this    country   in 
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July,  1668,  when  not  quite  23  years  old, 
and  first  settled  in  Black  Earth,  Wis. 
Here  he  secured  work  at  once  as  clerk 
in  a  store,  and  after  remaining  a  year 
concluded  to  go  farther  west  and  accord- 
ingly    located     at     West     Mitchell,     in 


Mitchell  county,  Iowa.  His  funds  being 
limited,  he  was  unable  to  start  in  business 
for  himself,  so  he  was  again  employed  as 
clerk.  While  here  he  became  acquainted 
with  William  Larson,  a  business  man  of 
Osage,  who  was  so  well  pleased  with  young 
Scar  that  he  offered  him  a  position  as 
manager  of  a  branch  store  at  Lake  Mills. 
He  conducted  the  business  so  successfully 
at  this  place  that  Mr.  Larson  soon  sold  out 
his  stock  at  Osage  and  established  himself 
at  Lake  Mills,  where  the  two  men  prospered 
well  until  the  mill  burned  in  1871.  This 
misfortune  caused  a  check  on  all  trade,  as 
the  mill  had  been  the  life  of  what  was  then 
a  small  trading  post.  The  dullness  of  busi- 
ness made  Mr.  Scar  restless,  and  in  1871 
he  went  to  California  to  try  the  gold  fields. 
He  was  quite  successful  at  first,  but  soon 
feeling  that  luck  was  not  with  him  there, 
he  concluded  to  go  to  Puget  Sound,  where 
it  was  expected  that  the  Northern  railway 
would  terminate.  He  settled  at  Olympia, 
Wash.,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  hopes  of  striking  the  terminus. 
The  railroad  project  finally  failed,  but  Mr. 


Scar  proved  up  on  his  land,  which  he  still 
owns,  and  in  1874  returned  to  Iowa.  He 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  former  em- 
ployer, Mr.  Larson,  and  after  a  few  years 
bought  him  out,  but  the  connection  was 
again  resumed,  and  finally  dissolved  in 
1880.  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Scar  purchased 
the  business  of  S.  D.  Wadsworth  &  Co., 
which  he  conducted  alone  until  1883,  when 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law,  N.  I.  Nelson,  and  in  1893 
the  firm  was  incorporated  under  the  name 
of  the  Scar- Nelson  Mercantile  Co.,  and  has 
been  very  successful,  enjoying  a  wide 
patronage.  Mr.  Scar  has  also  dealt  con- 
siderably in  real  estate.  Mr.  Scar  is  a 
bachelor. 


CONDIT,  William  Davidson,  is  one  of 
the  most  active  and  enterprising  men  in 
the  state,  and  as  secretary  of  the  Duplex 
Typewriter  company  has  done  much  for 
the  city  of  Des  Moines  by  helping  to  de- 
velop one  of  its  most  important  industries, 
the  manufacture  of  the  Duplex  and  Jewett 


typewriters.  Mr.  Condit  was  bom  June 
19,  1847,  on  a  farm  near  New  Castle,  Pa., 
and  is  the  sou  of  Jabez  Condit  and  Ruth  A. 
Scott,  his  wife.  Jabez  Condit  was  a  farmer; 
he  sold  his  farm  and  started  west  in  1852, 
but  by  an  accident  enroute  he  was  crippled 
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for  life  and  stopped  in  Iberia,  Ohio,  to  send 
his  children  to  the  Presbyterian  school 
in  that  village.  He  resumed  his  journey 
westward  in  the  spring  of  1861,  settled  in 
Washington  county,  Iowa,  and  resided  in 
Iowa  until  his  death  at  Holstein,  September 
23,  1896,  in  his  85th  year.  He  was  of  Welsh 
descent.  His  ancestors  were  good  citizens 
and  generally  large  property  holders.  They 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  New  Jersey 
long  before  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
were  well  represented  in  that  struggle 
for  freedom  and  in  the  war  of  1812.  In 
civil  life  they  were  found  in  the  Presby- 
terian ministry,  in  the  professions,  in  busi- 
ness, teaching  and  farming.  Several  were 
members  of  the  state  legislature.  One  was 
a  representative  and  senator  in  the  United 
States  congress  for  thirty  years  in  succes- 
sion, and  another  was  a  trustee  of  Prince- 
ton university  for  forty  years. 

Mrs.  Condit  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent; 
a  very  intelligent  woman,  and  a  teacher  for 
several  years  before  marriage.  She  died 
September  12,  1878,  in  her  68th  year.  Her 
father,  Francis  Scott,  died  when  she  was  a 
little  girl,  from  exposure  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Both  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Ck)ndit*s  parents 
were  Presbyterians,  and  of  strong  Chris- 
tian character.  They  had  five  children,  as 
follows:  Cyrus,  now  a  resident  of  Boston; 
Ezekiel  C,  of  Denver,  Col  ;  W.  D.,  of  Des 
Moines;  Mrs.  Carrie  Judiesch,  of  Holstein, 
Iowa;  and  Mrs.  Lizzie  Mallory,  of  Denver. 
The  older  two  sons  served  during  the  civil 
war  in  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  infantry,  and 
Cyrus  was  severely  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  William  D.  at- 
tended the  primary  department  of  Iberia 
college  and  the  common  schools  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Iowa.  He  had  the  usual 
experience  of  teaching  country  schools  in 
the  winter  and  working  the  farm  in  the 
summer,  and  later  was  principal  of  city 
schools  for  six  years.  He  also  taught 
vocal  music.  In  1875  he  engaged  in  the 
book  business,  and  two  years  later  located 
in  Burlington,  where  he  was  successful, 
-but  sold  out  in  1882  and  removed  to  Des 
Moines.  Here  he  continued  the  same  busi- 
ness for  eleven  years  under  the  firm  name 
of  W.  D.  Condit  &  Company,  with  Mr. 
John  R.  Nelson  as  partner  during  much  of 
the  time.  In  May,  1893,  he  became  inter- 
ested in  the  manufacture  of  the  Duplex  and 
Jewett  typewriters;  became  one  of  the 
large  stockholders,  and,  as  secretary  of  the 
company,  had  special  charge  of  the  sales 
department.  This  enterprise  has  become 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  state  in  the  value 


of  its  product  and  amount  of  wages  paid 
employes,  and  is  constantly  and  rapidly 
growing. 

His  first  business  venture  was  at  the  age 
of  17,  when  he  succeeded  in  a  single  year  in 
paying  off  the  $600  mortgage  on  his  father's 
farm,  supported  the  family,  attended  the 
stock,  and  had  a  handsome  profit  besides. 

In  politics  Mr.  Condit  has  always  been  a 
republican  and  a  prohibitionist.  He  has 
been  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
for  twenty-seven  years,  and  is  now  a  ruling 
elder  in  the  Central  Presbyterian  church 
of  Des  Moines.  He  was  married  November 
3,  1870,  to  Miss  Rhoda  M.  Glasgow, 
daughter  of  William  Madison  Glasgow,  of 
Washington  county.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren: Lola  May,  born  December  26,  1872; 
William  Glasgow,  and  Anna,  born  March 
30,  1876;  Frederick,  born  May  22, 1882;  and 
Bessie,  born  June  8,  1884. 

GEIGER,  Hon.  William  G.  W.,  of 
Tipton,  is  well  known  throughout  the  state 
as  a  lawyer  and  politician.  He  possesses 
a  fine  judicial  mind  and  great  mental 
and    physical    activity.     He    is  a    native 


of  Cedar  county,  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead entered  by  his  father,  in  time  to 
be  old  enough  to  just  remember  the 
return  of  the  boys  in  blue  from  the  war 
of  the  rebellion.  It  was  there  the  long 
winter    evenings    were    spent    in    study; 
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there  was  laid  the  foundation  for  a  clas- 
sical education,  and  there  were  acquired  the 
habits  of  industry,  which  have  enabled 
him  to  become  a  man  of  affairs.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1874,  he  entered  college  at  Car- 
thage, 111.,  where  he  took  the  classical 
course,  graduating  in  the  spring  of  1879, 
at  the  age  of  22  years.  At  that  time  he 
received  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts, 
and  three  years  later  the  honorary  degree 
of  master  of  arts.  He  was  a  member  of 
Cicero  Literary  society  during  his  college 
days,  and  as  such  earned  considerable  dis- 
tinction. He  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Wolf  &  Landt  at  Tipton  in 
the  fall  of  1879,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  the  following  year,  after  which  he  read 
law  in  the  office  of  Blake  &  Hormel,  at 
Cedar  Rapids.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he 
opened  an  office  in  Tipton  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  a  successful  professional 
and  business  career.  His  first  fee  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  was  earned  in 
defending  one  charged  with  a  felony.  He 
secured  the  discharge  of  his  client  on  pre- 
liminary hearing.  He  now  enjoys  a  prac- 
tice that  is  second  to  none  in  his  native 
county.  In  his  fifteen  years  of  practice 
he  has  covered  all  lines  of  court  work  and 
has  had  entrusted  to  his  care  many  exten- 
sive and  complicated  cases  wherein  the 
responsibility  was  great,  in  all  of  which  he 
has  performed  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  He  has  the  confidence  of 
the  courts  before  which  he  is  in  almost 
constant  practice,  and  is  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  his  brothers  in  the  profession. 

Mr.  Geiger  is  a  democrat  and  says  he 
expects  to  affiliate  with  that  party  as  long 
as  its  principles  come  nearest  to  his  con- 
victions, but  only  so  long.  He  places 
Earty  second  to  individual  conviction.  He 
as  never  held  office  nor  sought  political 
preferment,  believing  it  the  best  policy 
to  keep  out  of  politics  as  far  as  pos- 
sible until  such  a  time  as  one  has  become 
independent  as  he  cares  to  be  financially. 
However,  in  1888,  when  Cedar  county  was 
in  the  republican  column,  he  was  nominated 
for  county  attorney  on  the  democratic 
ticket,  and  through  loyalty  to  party  per- 
mitted his  name  to  go  before  the  people. 
Although  defeated,  he  reduced  the  repub- 
lican majority  to  fourteen,  running  far 
ahead  of  his  ticket.  This  splendid  endorse- 
ment led  to  his  nomination  for  judge  of  the 
Eighteenth  judicial  district  in  1890,  and 
again  in  1896,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Judge  William  P.  Wolf,  but 
he  was  defeated  in  both  instances  by  reason 


of  the  political  complexion  of  that  section. 
Mr.  Greiger  has  been  a  diligent  reader 
all  his  life  and  has  traveled  extensively. 
His  father's  home  was  well  supplied  with 
good  books  and  the  family  custom  of  read- 
ing aloud  stimulated  the  taste  for  profit- 
able reading.  Mr.  Geiger  feels  grateful 
to  his  parents  for  the  correct  ideas  they 
gave  him  in  his  boyhood,  and  especially 
for  teaching  him  habits  of  industry. 

Jacob  Geiger,  father  of  V^illiam,  was  a  native  of 
Grermany.  He  came  to  this  country  when  8  years 
of  afipe,  and  was  given  a  college  education,  after 
which  he  learned  the  trade  of  currier  and  tanner. 
He  located  in  Cedar  county  in  1853,  and  died  there 
in  1894,  owning  the  same  old  farm  he  had  entered, 
though  it  had  grown  to  520  acres.  He  was  a  candi- 
date for  congress  on  the  greenback  ticket  against 
Hiram  Price.  The  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Elizabeth  Licb  ten  waiter.  She  was  bom  near 
Taney  town,  Md.;  came  to  Iowa  in  1852,  and  here 
met  and  married  Jacob  Geiger.  Of  this  marriage 
there  are  seven  children  living:  Mrs.  Anna  £. 
Cravens;  of  Lake  City,  Minn. ;  W.  G.  W.  Geiger, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Judge  A.  C  T.  Geiger, 
of  Oberiin,  Kan.;  Mrs.  H.  Ruth  Emahizer,  of  Ober> 
lin,  Kan.;  Mrs.  M.  Alice  Spielman,  of  Fairfield, 
Iowa;  Etta  I.  Geiger  and  Jacob  L.  Geiger,  who  are 
now  with  their  mother  at  LoDg  Beach,  Cal. 

Mr.  Geiger  made  a  trip  in  1896  to  Mexico  to 
learn  more  of  the  Aztecs,  the  Toltecs  and  the 
Montezumas  by  personal  research  and  to  study  the 
silver  question.  He  traveled  about  4,000  milee  in 
that  strange  republic.  Mr.  Geiger  has  tried  to 
make  the  most  of  his  surroundings  and  circum- 
stances, and  by  hard  work  and  close  application 
avoid  the  jarring  and  discordant  sounds  of  the 
closing  doors  of  lost  opportunities. 

He  nas  been  across  the  continent  by  two  differ- 
ent routes,  camped  through  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park,  in  northwest  Wyoming,  with  its 
hot  springs,  gevsers,  beautiful  lakes,  gorgeous 
canon  and  magnificent  scenery;  visited  the  Grand 
Canon  of  the  Colorado  river  in  Arizona,  been 
around  the  lakes  on  the  north  and  to  the  Gulf  on 
the  south  of  our  country;  loves  the  quiet  scenery  of 
the  little  AUeghanies  and  the  rugged,  wonderful 
views  of  the  towering  Rookies.  Mr.  Geiger  takes 
great  delight  in  the  beauties  of  nature,  loves  the 
flowers,  and  finds  much  pleasure  in  music.  He 
weaves  past  experiences  together  to  aid  in  the 
judgments  of  the  present.  He  likes  to  look  back 
along  the  ** River  of  Time"  and  see  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  centuries  as  well  as  to  reflect  upon  the 
ruined  hopes  and  wrecked  fortunes  that  strew  its 
shores. 

He  was  married  April  7, 1885,  to  Miss  Flora  H. 
Manier,  daughter  of  W.  H.  Manier,  a  lawyer  of 
Carthage,  Hi.  She  was  his  classmate  in  college 
and  graduated  in  the  classical  course  with  him. 
But  death  came  and  the  husband  is  left  with  four 
little  daughters,  Maud  Marguerite,  Laura  Helen, 
Sarah  Gertrude  and  Flora  Miriam,  now  with  their 
grandparents  at  Carthage.  Mr.  Geiger  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pvthias  and 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  fraternal  societies, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  In 
1895  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  general  synod  of  that 
church  in  Hagerstown,  Md. 

He  built  at  Tipton,  in  the  summer  of  1897,  a 
substantial  and  pretty  office  building  with  granite 
front  for  his  own  use. 
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BOWEN,  E.  E.,  now  county  attorney 
for  Dubuque  county,  who  was  bom  and 
raised  in  Dubuque,  has  the  advantages  of 
that  city  to  thank  for  the  high  position  in 
his  chosen  profession  his  own  energies 
have  given  him.     Mr.  Bowen  is  the  son  of 


population  of  70,000.  He  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  county  attorney  on  the  8th  of 
November,  1898. 


the  late  John  Bowen,  and  was  born  in 
West  Dubuque  June  17,  1869.  In  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  he  has  been  very 
successful,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leaders  among  the  members  of  the  Dubuque 
bar.  His  able  conduct  of  cases  before  the 
courts  has  won  for  him  the  encomiums  of 
the  judges  and  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  brother  attorneys.  Mr.  Bowen  was 
educated  in  the  Dubuque  public  and  paro- 
chial schools.  He  studied  at  St.  Joseph's 
college  and  completed  the  business  course 
at  Bayless'  college.  He  studied  law  with 
Powers,  Lacy  &  Brown,  and  Alphonse 
Matthews  and  Judge  M.  C.  Matthews  and 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the 
State  University  of  Iowa  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1892.  On  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
he  started  to  practice  for  himself  and  was 
signally  successful  from  the  start  and  soon 
built  up  a  business  that  made  him  independ- 
ent. Two  years  ago  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  T.  J.  Fitzpatrick,  and  the 
firm  of  Bowen  &  Fitzpatrick  is  looked  upon 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  honor- 
able in  Dubuque  county,  which  now  has  a 


ARCHER,  James,  one  of  the  substantial 
business  men  of  Cherokee,  Iowa,  was  born 
at  Dundee,  Scotland,  on  the  1st  of  June, 
1829.  His  father,  William  K.  Archer,  was 
a  merchant  in  that  city,  in  good  financial 
circumstances.  His  mother,  before  mar- 
riage, was  Miss  Anna  Finn.  Her  father 
was  a  liberal  politician  of  Dundee.  In 
1842  the  family  emigrated  to  America  and 
pushed  out  to  the  great  wild  prairie  country 
of  northern  Illinois,  settling  in  Winnebago 
county.  While  a  boy  in  Scotland,  James 
had  attended  school  at  a  private  academy 
in  Dundee,  but  when  they  got  out  onto  the 
western  prairies,  the  only  instruction 
within  reach  was  at  the  pioneer  district 
schools,  which  were  kept  generally  only 
through  the  cold  weather.  On  the  26tU  of 
October,  1861,  when  James  was  32  years  of 
age,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Arminda  Stephens,  atLeona,  in  Winnebago 


county,  and  in  1864  they  moved  to  Iowa, 
settling  on  a  farm  in  Fayette  county,  then 
moved  to  Waverly,  Iowa,  in  1867,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business.  In  1870  they 
moved  farther  west,  locating  in  the  new 
town  of  Cherokee,  where  Mr.  Archer  es- 
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tablished  the  first  lumber  yard,  and  con- 
nected with  his  business  grain  buying.  As 
the  county  settled  up  and  the  town  grew 
into  a  large  village,  and  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral railroad  was  constructed  through  it, 
Cherokee  became  one  of  the  best  business 

E>ints  in  northwestern  Iowa,  between  Ft. 
odge  and  Sioux  City.  Mr.  Archer  ex- 
tended his  business  as  the  population  in- 
creased and  by  fair  dealing  and  enterprise 
has  built  up  an  extensive  trade  in  the  sur- 
rounding country,  dealing  largely  in  lum- 
ber, sash,  blinds,  window  screens,  doors 
and  all  kinds  of  building  materials,  sup- 
plying coal  and  buying  grain.  Politically 
Mr.  Archer  is  a  republican,  having  come 
in  at  the  organization,  casting  his  first  vote 
in  November,  1856,  for  Gen.  John  C. 
Fremont,  the  first  republican  candidate  for 
president.  Mr.  Archer  has  served  on  the 
board  of  county  supervisors,  as  a  member 
of  the  city  council,  and  for  nine  years  on 
the  school  board,  and  always  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  public  affairs  in  his  own  town, 
county  and  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archer 
have  had  four  children:  George  H.,  Frank 
B.,  Guy  8.  and  Elmo  S.,  three  of  whom 
are  living,  Frank  B.  having  died  in  in- 
fancy. 


WARREN,  Dr.  John  Nelson,  of  Sioux 
City,  is  a  native  lowan  and  a  well-known 
physician  of  northwestern  Iowa.  He  is 
the  son  of  Monroe  Warren,  a  blacksmith, 
who  came  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1844, 
first  locating  in  Davenport,  but  soon  after- 
wards removing  to  De  Witt,  Clinton  county, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  mar- 
ried July  4,  1845,  to  Betsy  Ann  Saliss,  who 
came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  from  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  in  1844. 

Dr.  Warren  was  born  at  DeWitt,  Iowa, 
April  30,  1846,  and  has  resided  in  the  state 
the  principal  part  of  his  life.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  De  Witt  and  the  Mt. 
Carroll,  111.,  seminary,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1863.  Following  this  he  en- 
tered Cornell  college  for  a  collegiate  course, 
but  in  April,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  Forty- 
fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  infantry  as  a  private 
and  served  until  September,  1864,  when  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Davenport.  After 
being  mustered  out  he  took  a  course  in 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  college, 
of  Chicago,  and,  after  returniag  home,  was 
clerk  in  the  county  clerk  *s  office  for  one 
year,  when  he  accepted  a  similar  position 
in  the  county  recorder's  office.  While  in 
the  recorder 's  office  he  commenced  work  on 


the  first  set  of  abstract  books  of  farm  lands 
of  Clinton  county,  doing  the  work  for  Mr. 
Dennis  Whitney,  now  of  Clinton.  In  the 
fall  of  1868  he  commenced  reading  medicine 
under  the  late  Dr.  AsSi  Morgan,  of  De  Witt. 
In  1869-70  he  attended  a  first  course  in 
medicine  in  the  medical  department  in  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  then  entered 
the  Miami  Medical  college  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  from  which  he  graduated  in  March, 
1871.  Following  his  graduation  he  received 
the  appointment  as  assistant  physician  in 
the  hospital  for  the  insane  at  Athens, 
Ohio,  which  position  he  held  for  a  period 
of  one  and  a  half  years,  resigning  in  order 


to  return  to  his  home,  where  he  opened  an 
office  In  March,  1878,  he  located  at  Storm 
Lake,  and  was  in  general  practice  there 
until  October,  1889,  at  which  time,  having 
received  the  appointment  as  chief  surgeon 
for  the  Sioux  City  &  Northern  railroad,  he 
moved  to  Sioux  City.  Since  this  he  has 
devoted  most  of  his  time  to  surgical  prac- 
tice, and,  in  order  to  better  qualify  himself 
for  such  work,  he  attended,  in  the  fall 
of  18H3,  the  Post  Graduate  Medical  college, 
of  New  York  city,  and  also  took  a  course 
of  private  instructions  in  abdominal  and 
gynecological  surgery  under  the  late 
Professor  Dawson,  of  New  York  city. 

Dr.  Warren  has  been  a  lifelong  republi- 
can, but  has  never  aspired  to  any  public 
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office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  International 
Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  State 
Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  an  asso- 
ciation which  he  himself  organized,  the 
first  meeting  being  held  at  Sioux  City, 
October,  1894.  He  was  elected  president 
at  that  time,  and  has  been  chairman  of  the 
judiciary  committee  since  retiring  as  presi- 
dent of  the  association  in  1895.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  associa- 
tion, Sioux  City  Medical  association,  Sioux 
Valley  Medical  association,  being  secretary 
of  the  latter  since  its  organization  at  Sioux 
Falls,  S.  D.,  in  June,  1895.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Surgical  Society  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  company, 
and  is  chief  surgeon  of  the  Sioux  City 
&  Northern  railway,  Sioux  City,  O'Neill  & 
Western  railway,  and  local  surgeon  for  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway, 
and  is  also  professor  of  practice  of  surgery 
and  clinical  surgery  in  Sioux  City  College 
of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Warren  was  married  June  27,  1877, 
to  Mary  V.  M.  Hubbard  at  Lindon,  111. 
They  have  three  children:  Alexis  M., 
born  1879;  Renita  Madge,  born  1883;  and 
Nelson  Jay,  born  1885. 


PRYCE,  Samuel.  David,  a  patriot  of 
the  late  civil  war  and  one  of  the  most 
influential  citizens  of  Iowa  City,  Johnson 
county,  was  born  in  Ebensburg,  Cambria 
county,  Penn.,  September  11,  1841.  His 
father,  Samuel  D.  Pryce,  was  born  in  the 
same  county,  of  Welsh  parents,  who  emi- 
grated into  the  mountain  regions  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  his  mother,  Elizabeth  Jones 
Pryce,  was  a  native  of  Wales  coming  to 
this  country  when  she  was  eighteen  years 
old.  The  son  received  a  limited  education 
in  the  common  schools  under  the  stern 
discipline  of  the  grim  and  irascible  Yankee 
school-teacher,  in  the  period  just  prior  to 
the  war.  His  father  was  in  fair  circum- 
stances, but  was  compelled  to  yield  to  the 
stringency  of  the  times  following  the  panic 
of  1857,  and  the  old  homestead  was  sold 
under  foreclosure,  and  the  family,  consist- 
ing of  parents  and  four  children,  broken 
up.  Sam  D.  went  to  Pittsburg,  where  he 
expected  to  enter  a  law  office,  but  con- 
cluded to  try  his  fortune  in  the  west.  He 
worked  his  way  down  the  Ohio  river  to 
Cairo,  and  from  that  point  north  on  the 
river  to  Burlington,  and  walked  from  there 
to  Iowa  City,  arriving  in  the  early  spring 
utterly  destitute  of    means.     He  worked 


for  his  board  several  weeks,  then  taught 
school  a  few  terms,  returning  to  Iowa  City 
in  the  spring  of  1862,  intending  to  matricu- 
late in  the  State  university,  but  yielding 
to    his    patriotic    impulse,   enlisted  as  a 

grivate  in  a  company  being  recruited  by 
apt.  Harvey  Graham,  which  was  assigned 
to  the  Eighteenth  regiment,  then  in  rendez- 
vous at  Clinton. 

This  company  was  afterwards  traasferred  to  the 
Twenty -second  at  Camp  Pope  In  Iowa  City,  and 
became  part  of  one  of  the  figfhtinof  regiments  of  the 
war,  having  campaigned  in  nearly  every  southern 
state  from  Virginia  to  Texas,  making  a  complete 
circuit  of  the  confederacy.  The  Twenty-second 
first  served  with  General  Curtis  in  southwest  Mis- 


souri during  the  winter  of  1S62-3.  It  was  then 
transferred  to  Vioksburg  and  was  the  first  regi- 
ment landed  at  Brulnsburg,  below  Grand  Gulf, 
under  the  shelter  of  the  gunboats  that  had  run  the 
batteries  of  the  city.  It  was  the  first  regiment 
(with  the  Twenty-first  Iowa)  that  engaged  the 
enemy  on  the  midnight  march  to  Port  Gibson. 
It  participated  in  the  battles  of  Champion  Hills, 
Black  Rivev*,  and  led  the  assault  on  Vicksburg  on 
the  22d  of  May,  1863,  losing  in  killed  and  wounded 
164  out  of  a  little  more  than  200  engaged.  Incidents 
in  this  charge  are  reported  the  most  daring  in  the 
history  of  the  war  on  either  side.  General  Grant, 
in  his  report  to  the  secretary  of  war,  said:  **The 
Twenty-second  Iowa  was  the  onlv  regiment  that 
succeeded  in  entering  the  enemy's  works  on  the 
entire  line  of  investment.' ' 

Mr  Pryce  participated  in  all  the  battles  and 
campaigns  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged, and 
never  missed  a  day's  service.  He  was  for  a  long 
time  regimental  adjutant,  and  was  promoted  to  the 
captaincy  of  his  company;  served  on  the  staff  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


312 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


GeDeral  Mollneuz  of  New  York  as  iDspector-grPH- 
eral,  and  the  last  year  as  assistant  adjutant-fl^en- 
eral  of  the  Second  brigade,  seoond  division,  Nine- 
teenth army  corps,  and  was  one  of  the  youngest 
officers  of  this  rank  in  the  volunteer  service. 
With  thirteen  officers  of  other  regiments  and 
Sergeant  Major  George  Remlev  of  the  Twenty- 
second,  who  was  killed  in  this  battle,  he  is  men- 
tioned in  general  orders,  now  published  in  the 
official  register,  for  conspicuous  bravery  at  the 
battle  of  Winchester.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
officers  to  meet  General  Sheridan  on  the  Win- 
chester road  on  the  retreat  at  Cedar  Creek  and 
saw  him  rally  the  scattered  remnants  and  heard 
the  magic  words  that  turned  defeat  into  victory. 
He  was  sent  in  command  of  a  scouting  party 
to  reconnoitre  Fisher's  hill  with  ten  picked  men. 
and  spent  the  entire  nisfht,  at  times,  inside  of 
the  enemy's  lines,  returning  before  daylight  the 
next  morning,  and  made  his  report  in  person  to 
Generals  Sheridan,  Custer  and  the  other  famous 
ffenerals  of  this  campaign.  The  charge  was  made 
in  a  few  hours  and  the  position  taken.  He  wrote 
the  reports  of  the  regiment  for  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral of  the  state,  and  a  history  of  the  regiment 
which  was  published  in  pamphlet  form  in  the  name 
of  the  regimental  bugler.  IngersoU,  in  his  history 
of  '*  Iowa  and  the  Rebellion,"  refers  to  Adjutant 
Prvce's  generous  praise  of  officers  of  his  regiment 
in  his  reports  to  Adjutant-General  Baker,  and  savs 
*'  It  is  for  me  to  say,  on  the  authority  of  eye  wit- 
nesses, that  in  this  great  battle  where  not  a  single 
man  faltered,  no  one  acquitted  himself  more  hand- 
somely than  he  did  himself." 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Pryce  was  elected 
county  superintendent,  but  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  in  Chicago,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
He  returned  to  Iowa  City  and  enc^aged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  the  firm  of  Donaldson,  Pryce  &  Lee; 
and  from  1868  to  1872  served  on  the  staff  of  Gov- 
ernor Merrill  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- colonel 
of  cavalry.  In  1874  he  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  Iowa  City  Rppvblican  and  was  associated  with 
Col.  J.  H.  C.  Wilson  in  the  editorial  manage- 
ment. Pryce  &  Wilson  established  the  Iowa  City 
Daily  Bepublican  June  6,  1876.  He  was  at  this 
time  chairman  of  the  county  central  committee, 
and  succeeded  in  the  election  of  the  entire  repub- 
lican ticket,  the  first  and  last  time  in  the  history  of 
the  county.  After  his  retirement  from  the  Repub' 
lican,  he  was  for  several  years  president  of  the 
Republican  Publishing  company,  and  at  the  same 
time  president  of  the  Iowa  City  Cutlery  company, 
which  employed  seventy-five  men  and  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1880.  From  1876'  to  1886  he 
was  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Pryce  & 
Schell  in  the  hardware  and  machinery  business. 
In  1881  he  was  nominated  by  the  republican  party 
for  representative  in  the  legislature,  but  declined 
on  account  of  business.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
first  national  encampment,  which  met  at  Indian- 
apolis for  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  with  General  Vandever,  of 
Dubuque,  represented  the  state.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  constitution  and  by-laws, 
and  with  Colonel  Lester,  of  Wisconsin,  was  the 
joint  author  of  the  laws  for  the  future  government 
of  the  order.  He  has  also  done  much  toward  the 
good  roads  movement  in  Iowa. 

He  was  one  of  the  leading  contributors  to  the 
press  of  the  state  against  discriminations  in  favor 
of  living  persons  on  the  Iowa  soldiers'  monument, 
and  said  if  there  were  anv  distinctions  to  be 
made,  they  should  be  made  in  favor  of  the  dead 


heroes,   who  met  the  supreme  test  of  patriotism 
on  the  battle  field. 

Mr.  Pryce  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  City  Lodge, 
No  4,  A.  F. ,  Eloyal  Arch  Chapter,  Palestine  Com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templars,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  Klrkwood  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


CHRISTY,  Ira  Sheridan,  expert  ▼iolin- 
ist  and  one  of  the  leading  musicians  of  the 
state,  resides  at  Keokuk  and  was  born  at 
Williamstown,  Lewis  county,  Mo.,  March 
1,  1866.  He  is  the  son  of  H.  D.  Christy,  a 
farmer  in  easy  circumstances,  who  came 
from  a  musical  family  and  was  a  fine 
singer.     Mr.     Christy's     mother,     whose 


maiden  name  was  Shoptaugh,  was  not  a 
natural  musician  although  an  accomplished 
pianiste.  Our  subject  learned  the  first  rudi- 
ments of  music  from  his  mother.  StiU, 
she  did  not  like  violin  music  and  compelled 
him  to  leave  the  house  in  the  summer  and 
go  to  the  most  distant  room  in  the  winter 
to  practice.  When  he  was  12  years  old 
his  oldest  brother  gave  him  a  toy  violin  for 
a  Christmas  present  and  taught  him  to 
play  a  few  simple  tunes  upon  it.  His 
brother  took  quite  an  interest  in  his  prog- 
ress and  soon  made  him  a  better  instrument 
out  of  a  gourd,  which  he  prized  very  highly. 
With  this  same  brother  he  played  for  small 
parties  until  he  had  earned  enough  to  buy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


313 


a  $10  violin.  In  1880  he  borrowed  a  so- 
called  self-instructor  for  the  violin,  which 
he  studied  carefully  for  about  a  year.  With 
the  money  he  earned  playing  the  violin  he 
next  made  arrangements  to  take  his  first 
violin  lessons  of  a  German  musician,  who 
came  every  week  to  teach  his  sister  piano 
music.  He  only  took  a  few  lessons  and 
was  compelled  to  stop  for  want  of  money. 
He  had  no  more  lessons  in  music  until  he 
was  23  years  of  age.  His  father,  while  he 
seemed  proud  of  his  son's  musical  accom- 
plishments, would  not  give  a  cent  towards 
his  musical  education,  but  offered  instead 
to  send  him  to  college  if  he  would  give  up 
music  as  a  profession.  This,  as  might  be 
expected,  he  refused.  He  was  allowed  to 
go  to  school  three  months  in  the  year  but 
did  not  take  as  much  interest  in  that  as  in 
his  musical  studies,  and  at  16  years  of  age 
quit  school  altogether.  He  took  up  the 
study  of  harmony  in  1883  alone,  and  also 
purchased  his  first  good  violin  method, 
•*  David's  Violin  School,"  for  which  he 
paid  $5,  and  was  reprimanded  very  severely 
by  his  father  for  so  doing.  He,  however, 
studied  this  work  together  with  others  all 
his  leisure  time  for  four  years.  In  1887, 
at  the  age  of  21  years,  he  left  home  and 
located  in  Keokuk,  leading  the  orchestra 
at  the  opera  house  and  teaching  violin  for 
a  season.  The  next  season  we  find  him  in 
Des  Moines  loading  tlie  orchestra  composed 
of  members  of  the  now  well-known  **Iowa 
State  Band."  He  also  led  the  orchestra 
at  the  old  Capital  City  opera  house  and 
played  in  L.  S.  Gerberich's  Symphony 
orchestra.  He  traveled  then  for  about  two 
years  with  Peyton's  Comedy  Company  No. 
2,  as  leader  of  the  orchestra.  When  he 
attempted  violin  solo  work  he  received  the 
most  flattering  press  notices,  but  was  still 
sadly  in  need  of  better  schooling.  Finally, 
by  a  written  request,  signed  by  all  the 
members  of  his  company,  his  mother  was 
induced  to  furnish  him  with  the  necessary 
financial  aid  to  continue  his  musical  educa- 
tion under  some  of  the  best  teachers.  He 
then,  in  February,  1891,  took  violin  lessons 
of  S.  E.  Jacobson  for  two  years,  during 
which  time  he  received  harmony  under 
Adolph  Koehling,  followed  by  additional 
exercises  to  Richter's  manual  of  harmony 
under  Walter  Petzett;  then  counterpoint 
under  Louis  Falk;  and  after  that  a  few 
violin  lessons  from  Bernhard  Listemann. 
At  the  same  time  he  taught  violin  music  in 
Chicago,  making  a  specialty  of  the  rapid 
and  modern  school  art.  He  returned  to 
Keokuk  in  1894  to  resume  work  with  his 

21 


former  pupils.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  engaged  especially  in  advancing  the 
methods  of  violin  teaching,  having  written 
and  published  in  1895,  "The  Analysis  of 
Violin  Playing,*'  which  has  been  highly 
recommended  and  well  received  by  leading 
violin  teachers  and  players.  At  present 
he  is  compiling  a  **  Synthetical  Violin 
School, ' '  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  equally 
well  received.  During  last  season  (97-98) 
he  had  charge  of  the  violin  department  of 
the  Ottumwa  Conservatory.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Chicago  September  7,  1892,  to  Lucy 
P.  Bozeman.  They  have  no  children.  A 
Keokuk  paper  says:  The  **  Analysis*'  has 
the  unqualified  praise  of  America's  greatest 
violin  teachers  and  is  said  to  be  epoch- 
making  in  the  best  sense.  Mr.  Christy  is 
destined  to  be,  if  he  is  not  already,  one  of 
America's  greatest  violin  school  reformers. 
Since  his  return  from  Chicago  his  influence 
in  establishing  the  modern  school  of  violin 
playing  in  Keokuk,  is  very  apparent  as 
the  progress  of  those  fortunate  enough  to 
become  his  pupils  will  testify. 


MORRISON,  Joseph  Blacker,  of  Fort 
Madison,  is  the  president  and  treasurer  of 


the  Morrison  Manufacturing  company,  the 
largest  establishment  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  for  the  making  of  agricultural 
implements.     He  has  been  brought  up  in 
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the  business,  for  his  father,  Samuel  D. 
Morrison,  a  native  of  New  York,  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  plow-makers  in  the  state,  com- 
ing from  Ohio  to  Iowa  in  1847.  The  remote 
ancestors  of  the  Morrisons  were  Scotch, 
but  the  family  has  been  in  this  country  for 
many  generations.  One  member  of  the 
family,  Rev.  Dr.  Morrison,  a  noted  Pres- 
byterian missionary  in  Africa,  was  the 
originator  of  the  week  of  prayer,  observed 
so  widely,  now  the  first  week  in  Janu- 
ary. Captain  Morrison's  mother,  was 
Maria  Blacker,  whose  ancestors  were  Grer- 
man  and  Irish,  but  they  came  to  America 
early  enough  to  take  part  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war. 

J.  B.  Morrison  was  born  August  31, 
1842,  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age 
of  5  years  came  with  his  parents  to 
Iowa.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  and  private  schools,  and  at  the  age  of 
16  he  commenced  business  as  a  clerk  in  a 
hardware  store  at  Port  Madison.  Here  he 
remained  two  years,  and  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war  entered  the  volunteer 
service  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  of  the 
Seventh  Iowa  infantry.  This  regiment  was 
one  of  the  most  active  in  the  army,  serving 
in  the  battles  of  Belmont,  Ft.  Henry,  Port 
Donelson,  Corinth,  Shiloh,  and  luka,  be- 
sides many  other  skirmishes  and  all  the 
engagements  of  Sherman's  famous  march 
to  the  sea.  In  their  first  battle,  that  of 
Belmont,  over  one- third  of  these  boys  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  young  Morrison 
was  then  given  the  rank  of  first  sergeant. 
Por  leading  his  company  in  the  charge 
upon  Port  Donelson,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Corinth,  and 
soon  afterward  became  a  first  lieutenant 
and  a  member  of  Gen.  E.  W.  Rice's  staff, 
and  for  his  gallantry  in  leading  a  charge  at 
Lay's  Perry,  where  Rice's  brigade  forced 
a  crossing  of  the  Ostaunola  river,  near 
Marietta,  was  made  captain  of  his  com- 
pany. At  Dallas,  6a.,  a  determined 
charge  was  made  on  Rice's  brigade,  which 
would  have  met  defeat  had  it  not  been  for 
Captain  Morrison's  quick  observation  and 
action,  in  warning  the  commanding  colonel 
to  advance  100  feet  farther  to  the  crest  of 
the  hill.  The  captain's  act  resulted  in  a 
repulse  of  the  rebel  charge  and  was  highly 
complimented  in  general  orders,  and  later, 
by  a  special  act  of  congress  he  was 
breveted  major  and  lieutenant-colonel  for 
his  meritorious  conduct  in  the  war,  special 
mention  of  this  service  at  Dallas,  Ga.,  be- 
ing made.     After  several  other  important 


engagements,  Captain  Morrison  resigned 
his  commission  September  17,  1864,  and 
returned  home,  having  served  three 
months  over  his  term  of  enlistment. 

In  company  with  his  brother,  D.  A. 
Morrison,  and  his  father,  he  began  business 
September,  1865,  in  the  manufacture  of 
plows.  In  1879  the  father  retired,  and  the 
firm  was  known  as  Morrison  Bros.,  until 
1883,  when  it  was  incori>orated  as  the  Mor- 
rison Mfg.  Co.  In  1892  Colonel  Morrison 
bought  out  his  brother's  interest,  and  is 
now  associated  with  his  two  sons  in  the 
ownership  of  a  large  manufacturing  busi- 
ness, which  extends  all  over  the  west  and 
south.  The  large  brick  factory  is  com- 
plete and  well  equipped  with  improved 
machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  plows  and 
similar  farm  implements.  Colonel  Morrison 
is  always  prominent  in  the  public  enter- 
prises of  his  community,  having  been  an 
organizer  in  nearly  every  stock  company 
in  Port  Madison,  including  the  Port  Madi- 
son Town  and  Land  company,  Street  Rail- 
way company,  Pirst  National  bank.  Port 
Madison  Savings  bank,  and  the  Port  Madi- 
son Paper  mill,  of  all  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent. When  the  Sante  Pe  Railway  com- 
pany built  the  Chicago  line,  crossing  the 
Mississippi  at  Port  Mskdison,  Colonel  Morri- 
son was  made  a  director  of  the  bridge  com- 
pany, and  was  entrusted  with  $100,000  to 
purchase  real  estate,  for  which  he  was 
required  to  give  no  security.  With  this 
money  the  land  adjoining  Port  Madison 
was  bought,  and  the  Port  Madison  Town 
and  Land  company,  with  a  capital  of  one- 
half  million  dollars  was  formed,  and  which 
caused  a  rise  of  $1,500,000  in  the  value  of 
real  estate,  and  a  boom  to  the  town  which 
more  than  doubled  the  population. 

In  politics,  Colonel  Morrison  is  a  repub- 
lican; in  religion  a  Catholic.  He  is  past 
commander  of  the  6.  A.  R.,  and  a  member 
of  the  Iowa  Commandery  of  the  Loyal 
Legion.  He  was  married  May  3,  1868,  to 
Miss  Toma  Espy,  and  eleven  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  ten  of  whom  are  now 
living,  as  follows:  Vincent  Espy  Morrison, 
Wm.  Iverson,  Genevieve,  Mabel,  Marie, 
Helen,  Lucille,  Joseph  B.,  Jr.,  Dennis  A., 
and  Virginia. 

The  two  oldest  sons  are  graduates  of 
Notre  Dame  university,  and  the  daughters 
finished  their  education  with  Madames  of 
the  Sacred  Heart  academy,  Chicago,  and 
by  extensive  travel  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  business  of  the  Morrison  Mfg.  Co. 
now  absorbs  the  attention  of  Colonel  Mor- 
rison and  his  two  sons;  Vincent  E.,  who  is 
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superintendent  and  W.  I.,  who  is  secretary 
of  the  company.  Branch  houses  and 
wholesale  depots  are  kept  in  all  the  princi- 
pal distributing  points  west  and  south  and 
some  foreign  trade  is  developing.  The 
company  are  also  wholesale  dealers  in 
buggies  and  carriages,  and  are  taking  steps 
to  establish  a  carriage  factory  to  be  run  in 
connection  with  the  plow  works. 

WILLIAMS,  George  Townsend,  may- 
or of  Ida  Grove,  Iowa,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Ida  Grove  Pioneer,  an  all-at-home, 
eight-column  newspaper,  was  born  in 
Nauvoo,  111.,  in  1854,  moving  across  the 
country  in  an  ox  wagon  from  there  to 
Tabor,  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  with  his 
uncle  and  his  mother,  and  was  raised  on  a 
farm.  Circumstances  were  such  that  his 
parents  were  unable  to  send  him  to  school 
except  during  the  winter  terms.  He  never 
attended  a  high  school  or  college  a  day  in 
his  life.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  received 
an  injury  in  his  right  hip,  which  threatened 
to  render  him  a  cripple  for  life  and  he  was 
compelled  to  abandon  farm  work.  He 
came  to  Ida  county  and  taught  a  term  of 
school  iu  the  little  village  of  Ida  Grove,  it 
being  the  second  term  the  village  ever  had. 
There  were  eleven  pupils  in  attendance  and 
the  price  he  received  was  $30  per  month. 
Realizing  that  his  education  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  make  a  specialty  of  teaching,  and 
desiring  to  learn  a  trade,  he  accepted  W. 
P.  Evans'  proposition  to  go  into  the  Pioneer 
office,  although  he  had  been  offered  the 
school  for  the  winter  term.  In  October, 
1872,  he  was  employed  in  the  office  as  the 
**devir'on  a  salary  of  $2  per  month  for 
one  year.  The  second  year  he  received 
$15  per  month,  and  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  purchased  a  one-half  interest  in 
the  office,  and  secured  A.  B.  Chaffee,  of 
Storm  Lake,  as  his  partner,  Mr.  Evans,  at 
that  time,  was  holding  the  office  of  post- 
master, and  confined  himself  to  that  and 
the  real  estate  business.  The  office  was 
sold  to  Williams  and  Chaffee  for  $700,  Mr. 
Williams  turning  in  his  two  years'  wages, 
of  which  he  had  not  drawn  a  cent,  toward 
his  part  of  the  purchase  price,  and  giving 
his  notes  for  the  balance. 

The  Pioneer  is  now  owned,  controlled  and 
edited  by  George  T.  Williams,  where  he 
gives  employment  to  seven  hands.  Six 
persons  connected  with  the  office  have 
families  to  support,  and  in  all  nineteen 
persons  receive  their  support  directly  from 
the  Pioneer,  The  Pioneer  gives  employ- 
ment to  more  persons  than  any  other  firm 


or  establishment  in  Ida  Grove.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams owns  and  enjoys  the  luxuries  of  a 
pleasant  home,  besides  owning  the  Wil- 
liams opera  house  and  the  Williams  park, 
a  beautiful  fourteen- acre  tract  of  land,  al- 
most in  the  center  of  the  city.  During  the 
last  six  or  seven  years  he  has  been  travel- 
ing over  the  United  States  as  a  special  cor- 
respondent, which  has  taken  him  to  every 
state  in  the  union,  and  in  every  town  in 
Iowa,  and  to  every  county  in  all  the  middle 
and  southern  states,  and  he  has  probably 
traveled  over  the  American  continent  more 
than  any  other  one  lowan. 


All  the  money  he  has  thus  earned  he  has 
brought  back  and  invested  in  Ida  Grove. 
He  erected  the  first  dwelling,  the  first 
brick  building,  set  out  the  first  trees  in  Ida 
Grove,  shipped  the  first  power  printing 
press  into  Ida  county,  and  established  the 
First  National  bank  that  was  ever  commis- 
sioned to  do  business  in  Ida  county.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  of 
his  city,  and  in  short  he  is  a  fine  sample  of 
those  so-called  self-made  men.  He  has 
been  successful  in  all  his  undertakings  and 
victorious  in  all  his  battles — among  the  lat- 
ter being  fourteen  libel  suits.  The  first 
dollar  he  earned  for  himself  was  from  the 
sale  of  three  bushels  of  popcorn,  which  he 
planted,  hoed,  gathered  and  marketed  dur- 
ing some  spare  moments   obtained  from 
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the  reoTular  routine  of  farm  work.  On  June 
17, 1897,  he  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  the  existence  of  his  paper  and  his 
connection  therewith,  and  the  exercises, 
novel  indeed,  consisted  of  a  literary  pro- 
gram and  a  public  meeting  in  his  opera  house 
where  fully  1, 500  people  were  present.  Pol- 
lowing  this  he  issued  a  20,000  souvenir  edi- 
tion, beautifully  printed, with  over  200  illus- 
trations, and  one  of  the  best  editions  of 
the  kind  ever  issued  in  this  or  any  other 
state.  Mr.  Williams  has  always  been  a 
republican  and  has  represented  his  county 
twelve  times  in  the  state  conventions  and 
assisted  in  the  nomination  of  Governors 
Larrabee,  Sherman,  Gear  and  Jackson. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  in  March, 
1878,  at  Ida  Grove,  to  Miss  Sarah  H. 
Rankin,  an  estimable  lady  who  still  pre- 
sides over  their  beautiful  home,  but  as  yet 
no  children  have  added  to  their  joys.  The 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Spees,  of  Marion,  Kan.,  who 
is  an  active  and  hearty  old  lady,  having 
just  passed  the  three  score  and  ten  mile 
post. 

VanEATON,  G.  L.  Of  the  men  who 
have  made  a  success  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits without  the  advantages  bestowed  by 


a  college  education,  none  are  more  con- 
spicuous than  G.  L.  VanEaton,  of  Little 


Rock.  His  father  was  a  Hollander  and  his 
mother  a  Quaker,  and  from  that  strong 
combination  he  inherited  the  qualities 
which  have  won  for  him  such  signal  success 
in  the  avenues  of  trade.  Bom  in  Boone 
county,  Ind.,  he  attended  the  inferior 
schools  of  those  pioneer  days,  and  enlisted 
in  the  civil  war  before  he  was  18  years  of 
age,  so  that  his  educational  advantages 
were  very  limited  indeed.  During  his 
early  life  he  never  suffered  himself  to  re- 
main idle,  although  for  a  considerable  time 
he  was  obliged  to  work  for  the  mere  pit- 
tance of  $6  per  montii.  When  the  war  for 
the  preservation  of  the  union  was  neces- 
sary, he  was  among  the  first  to  offer  his 
services  in  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes, 
and  was  accepted  September  1,  1861,  at 
Berlin,  Wis.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  luka,  the  second 
fight  at  Corinth,  and  was  on  the  march  with 
Grant  to  Vicksburg.  The  term  of  his  first 
enlistment  having  expired,  he  re-enlisted 
at  Vicksburg  in  the  fall  of  1863,  and  im- 
mediately thereafter  secured  a  furlough 
for  thirty  days.  Following  a  brief  visit  at 
his  home,  he  went  to  Cairo,  and  thence  up 
the  Ohio  and  Tennessee  rivers  to  Clifton, 
where  he  joined  the  forces  of  General 
Blair  and  marched  to  Big  Shanty.  He  was 
then  transferred  to  the  Seventeenth  corps, 
in  which  he  served  until  mustered  out  of 
the  service  July  12,  1865.  In  1872  Mr. 
VanEaton  came  to  Iowa  and  took  up  a 
homestead  in  Osceola  county,  and  the  land 
has  never  passed  out  of  his  ownership. 
Aside  from  the  time  spent  in  military  serv- 
ice, his  whole  life,  up  to  1885,  was  spent 
upon  the  farm.  During  that  year  he  pur- 
chased a  one-half  interest  in  the  lumbw, 
wood,  coal  and  grain  business  of  Mr.  L. 
Shell,  at  Little  Rock,  and  the  partnership 
then  formed  continues  to  the  present  time 
with  profit  and  satisfaction  to  both  parties. 
In  politics  Mr.  VanEaton  is  a  republican, 
and  although  he  has  held  positions  off  and 
on  for  many  years,  they  have,  in  every 
case,  been  without  remuneration.  In  town- 
ship, county  and  state  conventions,  he  has 
been  a  familiar  figure  in  the  past,  and  is 
considered  a  **  wheel  horse''  for  his  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  is  junior 
past  commander  of  L.  B.  Ireland  Post,  of 
Sibley,  Iowa.  He  is  a  past  grand  officer 
in  the  Odd  Fellows,  also,  and  was  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  grand  lodge  at  its  meetings 
in  Burlington  and  Marshalltown.  October 
10,  1865,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lizzy  Pridd.  They  have  two  children, 
Jennie  and  Mertie  VanEaton.     In  religion 
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he  is  liberal  in  his  views,  and  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  any  church. 


RAWSON,  Charles  Elbert.  The 
name  of  C.  E.  Rawson  is  a  familiar  one 
in  every  quarter  of  the  middle  west,  where 
life  insurance  is  in  demand.  He  stands 
pre-eminent  as  an  organizer  and  promoter, 
and  for  complete  knowledge  of  every  detail 
of  that  most  important  business,  he  has  no 
superior  if,  indeed,  an  equal  in  the  state. 
With  no  professional  training  to  start  with, 
nor  capital  other  than  was  earned  with  his 
own  hands,  and  almost  alone  through  his 
keen  sagacity,  profound  wisdom  and  re- 
markable energy,  he  has  placed  himself  at 
the  head  of  a  great  and  prosperous  insurance 
company — the  Des  Moines  Life  association, 
of  which  it  may  be  said  it  is  entirely  a 
creation  of  his  own  brain,  a  result  of  his 
individual  effort,  aided  by  his  accomplished 
wife.  The  success  that  has  been  achieved 
by  Mr.  Rawson  is  frequently  accredited  to 
the  heroes  of  fiction,  but  infrequently 
observed  in  real  life.  And  it  is  not  alone 
in  a  business  way  that  his  career  must 
be  highly  pleasing  to  him,  for  socially 
he  and  his  family  are  among  those  held  in 
popular  esteem  in  the  capital  city  of  Iowa. 
Their  home,  **The  Oaks,''  on  Arlington 
avenue,  with  its  modern  conveniences,  fine 
old  trees  and  spacious  grounds,  is  one  of 
the  handsomest  in  the  city.  But  it  is  not 
alone  the  beauty  of  architecture  and  drives 
and  lawns  that  are  pleasing  to  the  eye 
of  Des  Moines  people — it  is  the  genial  hos- 
pitality which  is  so  lavishly  dispensed 
within.  No  person  has  ever  been  beneath 
that  roof  but  wUl  gladly  testify  to  this,  and 
few  there  are  of  Des  Moines'  best  people 
who  have  not  been  accorded  that  pleasure. 

Mr.  Rawson  was  born  at  Batavia,  Kane 
county,  111.,  March  5,  1849.  His  father, 
Harvey  M.  Rawspn,  was  a  farmer  in  fair 
circumstances,  who  settled  in  Clinton 
county,  this  state,  in  1852.  He  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  Edward  Rawson  secretary  of 
the  Massachusetts  colony,  who  came  from 
England  in  1836,  and  established  the  first 
family  of  the  name  on  American  soil.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  A. 
Daniels,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  but  re- 
moved to  Michigan  in  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Rawson 's  early  education  was  ac- 
quired through  a  course  of  private  instruc- 
tion at  the  old  home  near  Maquoketa,  Iowa, 
and  later  in  the  district  schools  of  that 
county.     It  was  in  that  early  day  he  earned 


his  first  dollar,  building  fires  in  the  country 
schoolhouse.  His  youthful  days  were 
spent  amidst  the  pleasures  and  labors  of 
the  farm,  and  not  until  1873  did  he  start 
upon  the  work  in  which  he  has  attained 
such  signal  success.  It  was  in  that  year  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  State  Insurance 
company  of  Des  Moines  as  a  farm  solicitor. 
Later  he  was  given  a  recording  agency  and 
still  later  a  special  agency.  His  success 
was  phenomena]  and  his  progress  in  the 
way  of  knowledge  of  the  business  rapid. 
In  1889  he  was  made  general  manager  of 
the  Des  Moines  Life  association,  and  at 
once  reorganized  it  on  what  is  now  known 
as  the  **  Rawson  System."    Of  this  asso- 


ciation little  need  be  here  said.  It  is  one  of 
the  foremost  organizations  of  its  kind 
in  the  land,  and  has  extended  its  business 
into  every  hamlet  and  township  of  the  great 
middle  states.  In  1896  be  was  elected 
president  of  the  National  Insurance  Con- 
vention of  Mutual  Life  and  Underwriters. 

Politically  he  is  a  staunch  republican, 
and  is  one  of  the  influential  members  of  the 
widely-known  Grant  club  of  Des  Moines. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

Mr.  Rawson  is  an  active  influence  in  the 
upbuilding  of  Des  Moines,  always  ready 
to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  in  all 
worthy  public  enterprises. 
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MACY,  Sherman  Riley,  professor  of 
chemistry  in  Highland  Park  college  and 
in  the  Iowa  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Des  Moines.  He  is  also  chemist 
to  the  state  board,  of  health,  having  been 
re-elected  recently  to  that  important  office. 
Professor  Macy  has  won  a  great  reputation 
among  the  pharmacists,  physicians  and 
chemists  of  the  country,  and  stands  in  the 
foremost  rank  in  his  profession.  His 
ancestors  came  originally  from  the  north 
of  Ireland  and  settled  in  Massachusetts, 
but  during  the  persecution  of  the  Quakers 
they  fled  to  Nantucket  Island,  off  the  coast 
of  Rhode  Island,  where  they  engaged  in 
ship    building.     Professor   Macy's  great- 


grandfather moved  to  Indiana  early  in  the 
century,  and  here  Riley  Macy,  the  pro- 
fessor's grandfather,  grew  to  manhood. 
The  Macys,  like  so  many  other  Quakers, 
were  abolitionists,  and  the  hotel  which 
they  conducted  was  called  Tucket  and  was 
one  of  the  important  stations  of  the  **under- 
ground  railway  ''  during  slavery  days. 
Riley  Macy  moved  to  Iowa  in  1842,  locat- 
ing in  Davis  county,  where  as  a  prominent 
farmer  and  the  first  justice  of  the  county, 
he  was  a  leader  in  legal  business  matters. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  33,  leaving  a  wife 
and  five  children,  four  of  whom  were 
boys.  Years  afterward,  when  the  civil 
war  broke  out,  three  of  these  young  men 


went  to  the  front,  and  two  were  killed  in 
battle.  The  one  who  returned  home  was 
Allen,  the  father  of  Professor  Macy.  He 
was  born  in  1842,  and  is  now  living  on  a 
farm  in  Warren  county.  He  has  a  valuable 
farm  and  also  owns  property  in  Des 
Moines,  where  he  resided  at  one  time.  He 
is  a  man  of  much  ability,  well  known  for 
his  integrity  and  for  the  earnest  expres- 
sions of  his  opinions.  Professor  Macy*s 
mother  was  formerly  Nancy  A.  McBride. 
She  was  born  in  1842  and  died  in  1892. 

S.  R.  Macy  was  born  August  3,  1865,  on 
a  farm  in  Perry  township,  Davis  county, 
Iowa.  He  received  his  earliest  instruction 
at  the  district  school  and  from  his  father, 
who  directed  and  encouraged  his  son's 
inherited  taste  for  scientific  study.  In  the 
spring  of  1884  he  graduated  from  the 
Bloomfield  high  school,  and  the  following 
summer  was  spent  largely  in  travel  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  which  improved  great- 
ly, and  in  the  fall  he  entered  the  college 
at  Bloomfield,  where  he  pursued  a  general 
scientific  course  and  did  much  special  work 
in  chemistry.  In  18S5  he  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  with  his  father  and  Horace 
Mendenhall,  and  after  several  years  of 
practical  experience  entered  the  pharma- 
ceutical department  of  Northwestern  uni- 
versity at  Chicago.  In  the  university  he 
was  privileged  to  do  special  work  under 
the  personal  direction  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Long, 
one  of  the  most  highly  educated  chemists 
in  this  country.  He  graduated  in  June, 
1890,  with  honors,  and  in  the  fall  of  that 
year  accepted  the  position  of  dean  of  the 

gharmacy  and  chemistry  departments  of 
[ighland  Park  college.  He  held  this 
position  with  gratifying  success  for  five 
years,  when  he  resigned  and  went  to  Chi- 
cago to  accept  a  position  in  the  faculty  of 
Northwestern  university.  He  served  as 
an  instructor  for  a  year,  at  the  same  time 
pursuing  a  post-graduate  course.  He  re- 
turned to  Des  Moines  in  1896  and  resumed 
his  position  at  Highland  Park  college,  and 
was  also  appointed  to  the  other  positions 
which  he  holds  at  the  present  time.  Pro- 
fessor Macy  has  made  a  specialty  of 
analytical  chemistry,  and  is  frequently 
called  to  make  difficult  examinations  and 
analyses. 

Within  recent  years  he  has  been  identi- 
fied with  a  number  of  important  cases  of 
murder  by  poisoning,  as  expert  chemist 
Among  the  most  important  of  these  trials 
were  the  Betsy  Smith  case  of  Des  Moines, 
the  Doolin  case  of  Webster  City,  and 
the  Sallhausen  case  of  Clinton.    Professor 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN   OF   IOWA. 


319 


Macy  has  been  employed  also  to  make 
examinations  of  water,  food  stuffs,  oils, 
etc.,  but  his  chief  delight  is  in  toxicology, 
for  he  greatly  delights  in  working  out  the 
details  of  a  poison  case. 

Professor  Macy  is  a  republican  in  poli- 
tics. He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  P., 
of  the  American  Chemical  society  and  of 
the  Methodist  church.  He  was  married 
July  14, 1891,  to  Josie  E.  Ethell,  of  Bloom- 
field,  who  was  a  classmate  in  the  public 
schools  at  that  place.     He  lives  in  a  very 

Eleasant  home    in    Highland    Park,    Des 
[oines,  but  a  short  distance  from  the  col- 
lege in  which  his  interest  is  centered. 


SPENCER,  Robert  H.,  of  Algona,  ex- 
member  of  the  general  assembly  of  Iowa 
and  at  present  treasurer  of  his  county, 
was  bom  at  Thomville,  Perry  county, 
Ohio,  September  20,  1840.  His  father,  Eli 
A.  Spencer,  was  bom  near  Somerset,  Ohio, 
May  27,  1817.  The  early  life  of  the  father 
was  spent  on  a  farm  and  later  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  When  he 
had  received  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  and 
after  his  admission  to  the  bar  soon  became 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  his  section  of  the^s tate.  The  prin- 
cipal portion  of  his  time,  from  1852  to  1858, 
was  devoted  to  the  building  of  the  Sciota 
&  Hocking  Valley  railroad,  in  which  ven- 
ture all  his  private  means  were  invested. 
The  line  of  road  extended  from  Portsmouth 
on  the  Ohio  river,  north,  to  connect  at 
Newark  with  the  road  running  to  Sandusky 
on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  president  of  the 
road  for  a  period  of  two  years.  The  finan- 
cial crash  of  1857  caused  suspension  of 
work  on  the  construction  of  the  road,  and 
it  was  never  wholly  completed.  The  por- 
tion that  had  been  built  was  finally  merged 
into  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  system.  In 
politics  he  was  an  ardent  whig  until  the 
division  of  that  party,  when  he  was  among 
the  first  to  join  the  republican  party  at  its 
organization.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
first  republican  state  convention  in  Ohio, 
which  was  held  in  Columbus  in  July,  1855, 
and  nominated  Salmon  P.  Chase  for  gov- 
ernor. In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  was 
elected,  on  the  republican  ticket,  state 
senator  from  the  district  comprising  the 
counties  of  Muskingum  and  Perry,  both 
hitherto  strongly  democratic,  and  served 
until  January,  1858.  In  the  spring  of  1858 
he  removed  to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Mad- 
ison, where  he  resumed  the  practice  of 


law,  but  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to 
the  cultivation  of  a  farm,  previously  pur- 
chased near  the  city,  he  being  especially 
fond  of  agricultural  pursuits.  He  soon  be- 
came prominent  in  the  state,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  1864,  was  appointed  assistant  sec- 
retary of  state,  in  which  position  he  served 
until  1870.  In  the  meantime  he  compiled 
and  published  a  digest  of  the  laws  of  the 
state.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  term  of 
service  he  retired  to  his  farm,  though  con- 
tinuing the  practice  of  his  profession  to 
some  extent.  In  1883  he  sold  his  farm  and 
removed  to  Rice  Lake  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  state,  and  there  died  of  apoplexy 


June  2,  1887,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  married,  in  1839,  to  Ann  M.  Chil- 
cote,  who  was  born  at  Huntingdon,  Pa. ,  in 
1818.  She  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living. 
She  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  although  78 
years  old. 

The  family  of  which  Robert  H.  Spencer 
is  a  member  consists  of  four  sons,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  the  youngest  being  now 
in  his  52d  year.  Three  served  in  the  late 
war.  One  has  held  positions  in  the  treasury 
department  and  United  States  senate,  at 
one  time  the  chief  clerk  of  that  body.  The 
early  youth  of  Robert  was  spent  on  his 
father's  farms  in  Ohio  and  Wisconsin  until 
1861  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
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Tenth  Wisconsin  infantry.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant  and  captain  and  assigned 
to  the  army  of  the  Ohio,  under  Buell,  and 
later  transferred  to  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, under  Rosecrans  and  Thomas. 
He  was  captured  toward  the  close  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  imprisoned  in 
the  holes  of  rebel  torture  at  Richmond, 
Danville,  Macon  and  Charleston.  He  es- 
caped in  October,  1864,  and  re-enlisted  as 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Forty-seventh 
Wisconsin  infantry,  in  which  he  served  un- 
til the  end  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered 
out  as  brevet-colonel  of  volunteers.  He 
was  made  the  first  commander  of  the  Fourth 
district  Wisconsin  6.  A.  R.,  at  its  organiza- 
tion. The  war  over,  he  returned  to  Wis- 
consin and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Sheboygan  Falls.  He  removed  to 
Algona,  Iowa,  October,  1870.  In  1872  he 
was  appointed  postmaster,  and  held  the 
office  until  1885.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
general  assembly  during  1885-1886.  In  1893 
he  was  further  honored  by  election  to  the 
office  of  treasurer  of  his  county,  and  at  the 
close  Of  his  first  term  was  re-elected.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Woodmen,  and  6.  A.  R.,  orders. 
He  was  married  in  1866  to  Josephine  L. 
Rowley,  of  Sun  Prairie,  Wis.  They  have 
one  daughter.     A  son  died  in  infancy. 


STUART,  William,  who  is  extensively 
engaged  in  the  land  business  in  the  new 
town  of  Armstrong,  Emmet  county,  has 
had  an  active  life  which  has  been  crowned 
with  success,  especially  in  a  business  way. 
He  was  bom  in  the  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
near  the  town  of  Carrigallen.  His  father 
was  Alexander  Stuart  and  his  mother  was 
Margaret  Ellis  Stuart.  He  was  of  Scotch 
and  she  was  of  English  descent.  They 
were  farmers,  and  emigrated  to  Canada, 
settling  near  Mitchell,  Ontario,  where 
their  son  William  received  his  early  edu- 
cation. Later  he  was  sent  to  school  in 
West  Mokton,  Ontario.  In  1879  William 
Stuart  located  in  Grundy  Center,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  blacksmith- 
ing  trade  for  several  years.  After  he 
hsS  accumulated  about  $700  he  went 
into  partnership  with  a  brother  in  Ful- 
ton, m.,  which  he  sold  out  in  1884  and  en- 
gaged in  the  agricultural  implement  busi- 
ness for  eight  years,  part  of  the  time  with 

E.  H.  Dodd  as  a  partner.  He  then  sold  his 
interest  in  this  business,  and  left  Grundy 
Center,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  B. 

F.  Robinson  to  start  a  bank  in  the  pros- 


pective town  of  Armstrong,  Emmet  county. 
They  organized  the  Armstrong  bank  in 
1892,  with  William  Stuart  as  president  and 
B.  F.  Robinson,  cashier,  erecting  a  sub- 
stantial building  of  their  own.  Three 
years  later  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  bank 
to  John  Dows  and  has  since  been  dealing 
extensively  in  land.  Mr.  Stuart  has 
served  as  mayor  of  Grundy  Center,  and 
chairman  of  the  republican  county  commit- 
tee and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the 
committee,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
county  board  of  supervisors.  He  has 
always  been  a  republican.  He  belongs  to 
all  the  Masonic  lodges,  the  Blue  Lodge, 
and    Chapter    and    Commandery,    Mystic 


Shrine  and  Eastern  Star.  Ho  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  church.  On  the  26th  of 
December,  1882,  Mr.  Stuart  was  married  to 
Jennie  Dunn.  They  have  three  children: 
Grace,  Alta  and  Hazel. 

Mr.  Stuart  is  one  of  the  substantial 
business  men  of  northwestern  Iowa,  who 
has  had  a  large  part  in  the  building  up  of 
the  state  and  developing  the  country.  In 
doing  so  he  has  achieved  for  himself  a 
large  measure  of  success,  showing  what 
the  free  institutions  of  America  will  do  for 
a  man  who  is  willing  to  do  for  himself.  He 
has,  moreover,  gained  the  confidence  of 
the  people  among  whom  he  lives  to  an 
unusual  degree. 
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LETTS,  Frank  Crawford,  president 
of  the  Letts,  Fletcher  company,  wholesale 
grocers  of  Marshalltown,  is  well  known  all 
over  the  state  for  his  conspicuous  success  in 
life.  He  was  bom  in  Magnolia,  111.,  April 
28,  1858.  He  was  the  son  of  N.  H.  Letts 
and  Herma  Cowen  Letts,  natives  of  Ohio, 
who  went  to  Illinois  in  their  childhood.  The 
Letts  family  settled  near  La  Salle  and  the 
Cowen  family  in  Putnam  county,  near  Mag- 
nolia. The  Letts  family  were  farmers  and 
owned,  and  still  own,  large  tracts  of  land  in 
Illinois.  The  Cowen  family  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  the  history  of  Illinois.  The 
Dents  and  Hamiltons  were  of  her  family. 
Ex-Governor  Hamilton  was  a  first  cousin  of 
Mrs.  Letts.  The  latter  was  born  in  1825 
and  Mr.  Letts  in  1823.  They  are  both  liv-. 
ing  in  Yates  Center,  Kan.  When  Frank  C. 
was  5  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Louisa 
county  and  settled  near  the  town  of  Letts, 
which  was  named  for  a  brother  of  N.  H. 
Letts.  Frank  C.  attended  the  country 
school  until  he  was  13,  when  the  farm  was 
sold,  and  the  family  went  to  Afton  and 
bought  and  conducted  a  hotel  for  several 
years.  At  this  time  Frank  went  to  Wenona, 
111.,  and  spent  some  time  with  his  grand 
parents,  attending  high  school.  He  after- 
wards attended  public  school  in  Afton,  and 
took  a  business  course  at  A.  D.  Wilt's 
Business  college  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  had 
his  first  business  experience  working  for  P. 
Allen  mornings  and  evenings,  before  and 
after  school,  in  his  general  merchandise 
store  in  Afton,  but  his  business  instincts 
were  better  illustrated  by  an  incident  which 
occurred  on  the  farm. 

When  he  was  about  7  years  old,  several  little  pigB 
were  left  motherless,  and  his  father  told  him  if 
he  could  raise  them  he  mig^ht  have  half  the  pro- 
ceeds. He  was  successful,  and  when  the  pigs  grew 
up  and  were  sold  he  realized  about  $35.  This  he  re- 
invested, and  before  leaving  the  farm,  at  the  age  of 
13  years,  he  had  about  $300.  After  leaving  Afton, 
at  the  age  of  17  years,  young  Letts  went  to  Chicago 
and  accepted  a  position  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods 
bouse  of  A.  T.  Stewart  &  Co.  He  worked  hard  and 
within  a  year  had  been  rapidly  promoted.  Before 
he  was  19  years  old  he  attracted  the  attention  of  A. 
C.  Jordan,  of  the  firm  of  W.  A  Jordan  &  Company, 
of  Ottumwa,  a  customer  of  the  house,  who  asked  him 
bow  he  would  like  to  go  into  business  for  himself  in 
Iowa,  and  offered  to  furnish  the  capital.  This 
seemed  a  very  promising  opportimity,  and  Mr.  Letts 
advised  with  Jas.  H.  Walker,  then  the  manager  of 
the  house,  later  himself  the  head  of  the  great  dry 
^oods  house  of  J.  H.  Walker  &  Company.  The  firm 
disliked  to  lose  Mr.  Letts,  but  said  that  it  looked  like 
a  good  opportunity.  Mr.  Jordan  selected  Marshall- 
town  as  the  place  to  begin;  furnished  about  $30,000 
capital,  and  left  Mr.  Letts  entirely  in  charge  of  the 
business.  Thebusiness  was  very  successful.  About 
six  months  later  W.I.  Bates  &  Company,  one  of  the 


largest  concerns  in  the  town,  failed  and  Mr.  Jordan 
bought  the  stock  from  the  mortgagee  and  consoli- 
dated the  business.  That  was  in  the  fall  and  winter 
of  1877  and  1878,  and  there  being  fewer  railroads  and 
small  towns  around  Marshalltown  than  now,  the 
country  trade  was  immense,  the  retail  sales  some- 
times amounting  to  $1,200  on  Saturdays.  The 
profits  were  better  than  they  are  now,  and  inside  of 
a  year  the  young  partner  had  quite  a  sum  to  his 
credit.  Mr.  Letts  speaks  very  highly  of  Mr.  Jor- 
dan, who  started  him  in  business.  Later  he  and 
Mr.  Walker,  both  Mr.  Letts'  early  friends  when  he 
was  a  poor  boy,  met  with  reverses  and  lost  their 
property. 

In  the  summer  of  1879  Mr.  Letts  sold  his  interest 
in  the  dry  goods  business  to  Mr.  Jordan  and  joined 
the  Hon.  Delano  T.  Smith  in  the  breeding  of  Short- 
horn cattle.  In  a  year  he  had  the  business 
thoroughly  mastered,  and  owned  it  all.    He  visited 


all  the  sales  and  bought  cattle  of  good  family  and 
individual  merit,  and  took  them  home  and  fed  them 
up  so  they  presented  a  better  appearance  and 
brought  higher  prices.  He  was  highly  successful 
in  the  Shorthorn  business.  Later  he  was  interested 
in  the  Ketchum  Wagon  company,  and  was  its  sec- 
retary. In  1883  he  closed  out  all  his  other  interests 
and  went  into  the  wholesale  grocery  business  in 
Marshalltown.  The  firm  was  Lacy,  Letts  &  Gray, 
but  Mr.  Lacy  and  Mr.  Gray  concluded  there  was 
too  much  hard  work  and  too  little  profit  in  the  busi- 
ness and  they  withdrew,  selling  to  Mr.  T.  J.  Fletcher 
and  Mr.  D.  T.  Denmead,  bankers  of  Marshalltown. 
The  firm  was  changed  to  Letts,  Fletcher  &  Com- 
pany. In  1886  a  stock  company  was  formed  and  Mr. 
Letts  was  elected  president  and  treasurer,  which 
offices  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Denmead  and  Mr.  Fletcher 
have  since  retired.  The  officers  of  the  company, 
besides  Mr.  Letts,  are  H.  L.  Spencer,  Oskaloosa, 
vice-president;  A.  P.  Spencer,  Oskaloossa,  secretary; 
and  the  directors  are  the  three  officers  named,  and 
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H.  E.  Sloan  and  W.  S  Bobbins.  In  1894  the  firm 
started  another  house  in  Mason  City  and  incorpo- 
rated the  Letts,  Spencer,  Smith  company,  of  which 
Mr.  Letts  is  president.  In  May,  1898,  they  bought 
one  of  the  oldest  wholesale  grocery  establishments 
on  the  Missouri  river,  the  Turner-Frazer  Mercantile 
company,  of  St.  Joseph,  and  formed  a  stock  company 
called  the  Letts,  Spencer  Grocery  company,  with 
$200,000  paid-up  capital.  Mr.  Letts  is  president 
of  that  company  For  several  years  he  was  secre- 
tary of  the  Iowa-Nebraska  Wholesale  Grocers'  asso- 
ciation, and  resigned  the  position  during  1898 
because  of  lack  of  time.  He  is  a  director  in  the 
City  National  bank,  of  Marshalltown. 

Mr.  Letts  has  borne  a  prominent  and  influential 
part  in  the  politics  of  the  state  and  has  always  been 
an  enthusiastic  republican.  His  activity  in  politics 
has  been  directed  towards  helping  others,  and  he 
has  never  been  a  candidate  for  any  office,  although 
in  1895  he  was  widely  mentioned  for  the  republican 
nomination  for  governor.  He  served  on  the 
military  staff  of  Governor  Jackson,  Governor 
Drake  and  Governor  Shaw.  In  the  year  when 
Robert  G.  Cousins  was  first  nominated  for  congress, 
and  during  Mr.  Letts'  absence  from  home,  some  of 
his  friends  started  a  movement  to  secure  him  the 
congressional  nomination.  When  he  reached  home 
he  put  a  stop  to  this  and  called  attention  to  Mr. 
Cousins,  for  whose  nomination  he  put  forth  his  best 
efforts.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  Mr.  Cousins,  and  is  proud  to  say  that  he  always 
will  be. 

Mr.  Letts  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  Shriner,  but 
has  been  too  busy  to  hold  office  in  either  organiza- 
tion. He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but 
usually  attends  services  at  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Mr.  Letts  was  married  April  28,  1879,  to  Mary 
J.  Smith,  daughter  of  Hon.  Delano  T.  Smith,  in 
Marshalltown.  She  died  in  August,  1892.  To  this 
marriage  were  born  two  children:  Fred  C,  born 
November  27,  1884,  and  Herma  Leoni,  born  April 
14,  1888.  Mr.  Letts  was  again  married  November 
11,  1897,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Miss  Cora  Per- 
kins, daughter  of  the  late  United  States  Senator 
Perkins,  of  Kansas. 

Few  men  in  business  have  found  the  time  to 
make  as  large  an  acquaintance  and  accumulate  as 
many  friends  in  all  parts  of  Iowa,  and  particularly 
among  the  young  men.  He  was  for  several  years 
treasurer  of  the  republican  state  league,  and  should 
he  ever  appear  in  the  political  arena  as  a  candidate, 
if^uld  have  a  great  many  active  supporters  in  every 
part  of  the  state. 


PRICE,  Benjamin,  a  well-known  citizen 
of  Iowa  City,  is  descended  from  Welsh 
ancestors  who  came  to  America  soon  after 
the  founding  of  the  colony  of  Maryland  by 
Lord  Baltimore,  and  settled  in  that  part  of 
the  country  which  is  now  Calvert  county. 
Robert  Y.  Price,  the  father  of  Benjamin, 
was  bom  in  Calvert  county,  Md.,  in  1814, 
and  when  only  2  years  old  his  family  re- 
moved to  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
resided  during  his  life  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming.  The  mother  of 
Benjamin  Price  was  of  Welsh  and  Saxon 
descent  and  was  born  in  Arklow,  Wicklow 
county,  Ireland.  Her  ancestors  were  among 


those  who  removed  to,  or  were  colonized 
in,  Ireland  during  the  dictatorship  of  Crom- 
well. 

Benjamin  was  born  near  Bamesville, 
Ohio,  February  28,  1844,  and  attended  the 
country  school  during  such  time  as  farm 
work  was  not  pressing,  until  he  was  12 
years  old.  After  this  his  help  was  needed 
to  carry  on  the  farm  up  to  the  time  he  was 
16,  when  he  attended  the  village  academy 
for  a  while.  He  also  taught  school  for 
several  terms  and  attended  the  Southwest- 
ern Normal  school  at  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1865  he  came  to 
Iowa,  hoping  to  find  an  opening  for  busi- 


ness where  enterprise,  energy  and  courage 
might  supply  the  lack  of  money,  and  lo- 
cated at  West  Branch,  Cedar  county.  He 
soon  secured  a  clerkship  in  the  general 
store  of  Mr.  Joseph  Steere  and  was  for 
over  two  years  in  his  employ  as  clerk  at 
West  Branch,  and  manager  of  his  store  at 
Springdale.  During  that  time  he  had 
taken  up  the  study  of  dentistry  and  after 
leaving  the  store  went  to  Iowa  City  and 
completed  a  course  of  study  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  N.  H.  Tulloss,  and  commenced  practice 
on  January  1,  1868,  at  Wilton  Junction. 

Finding  the  business  small  at  Wilton  he 
remained  but  a  short  time,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Garnett,  Anderson  county,  Kan. 
Not  being  satisfied  with  that  location  he 
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returned  in  1869  to  West  Branch,  Iowa,  and 
in  1870  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr. 
Savage  in  the  drug  business.  In  1871  he 
sold  out  his  interest  in  the  drug  store  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  former  in- 
structor. Dr.  Tulloss,  of  Iowa  City,  which 
lasted  until  the  doctor's  death  in  1882. 

October  12,  1869,  Dr.  Price  was  married 
to  Priscilla  Milnes,  of  Springdale,  Iowa. 
They  have  five  children:  Stella  H.,  Anna 
Mildred,  Louis  R.,  George  M.  and  Ralph. 
Mrs.  Price  was  born  in  Derbyshire,  En- 
gland, and  with  her  father's  family  came 
to  Iowa  in  1856. 

Dr.  Price  has  always  taken  a  great 
interest  in  educational  matters;  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  Iowa  City 
for  six  years  and  twice  president  of  the 
board.  During  these  years  he  has,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  colleagues,  succeeded 
in  getting  a  high  school  and  two  new  ward 
schools  built.  They  have  enlarged  the 
course  of  study  in  all  the  grades;  raised 
the  standard  of  qualifications  for  teachers, 
and  insisted  on  more  thorough  and  com- 
prehensive work  by  them,  until  they  have 
placed  the  schools  of  Iowa  City  on  as  high 
a  plane  as  the  best  in  the  state. 


IVES,  Charles  John,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
president  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  railroad,  was  born  in  Wal- 
lingford,  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  October 
4,  1831,  and  is  descended  from  hon- 
ored New  England  ancestry,  connected 
with  the  .  history  of  that  section  of 
the  country  almost  from  the  beginning. 
The  founder  of  the  family  in  America 
sailed  from  England,  on  the  Truelove,  and 
landed  at  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  19th  of 
September,  1635.  Our  subject  is  numbered 
among  his  direct  lineal  descendants.  His 
son,  Joseph  Ives,  married  Esther  Benedict, 
and  became  the  father  of  Nathaniel  Ives, 
whose  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Me- 
hitable  Andrews.  Their  son.  Lent  Ives, 
was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and 
married  Mary  Mighell.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  John  Ives,  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford,  Vt.,  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer 
and  merchant.  In  1847  he  came  to  the 
west,  locating  in  Lee  county,  Iowa;  he  died 
at  the  age  of  63  years.  His  wife,  who 
descended  from  New  England  ancestors, 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucretia  Johnson. 
Mr.  Ives,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  may  well  be  called  a  self-educated 
man,  for  his  school  privileges  were  some- 
what limited,  and  in  the  school  of  expe- 


rience he  has  learned  more  valuable  les- 
sons than  the  common  institutions  of  learn- 
ing ever  afforded  him.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
for  a  short  time  was  a  student  in ,  the 
academy  at  Poultney,  Vt. 

This  ended  his  school  life,  but  an  observ- 
ing eye  and  retentive  memory  and  sound 
judgment  have  made  him  a  well-informed 
man. 

Till  1847  he  worked  on  his  father's 
farm,  in  Vermont.  Then  in  Lee  county, 
Iowa,  for  several  years,  on  a  farm  which 
his  father  had  purchased  and  upon  which 
the  family  had  settled.     He  then  delved  in 


the  mining  regions  for  several  years,  near 
Pike's  Peak,  Colo.  He  does  not  seem  to 
have  gathered  much  wealth,  however,  and 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1862,  he  became  con- 
nected with  railroading  as  a  clerk  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  railroad,  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  On  the  15th  of 
January,  1864,  he  was  appointed  clerk  in 
the  local  office  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
from  January,  1867,  until  July,  1870,  was 
clerk  in  the  general  freight  office  in  that 
city. 

Since  the  latter  date  he  has  been  con- 
tinuously connected  with  what  is  now  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  rail- 
road, but  at  the  time  when  he  allied  his  in- 
terest with  it,  it  was  called  the  Burlington, 
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Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  road.  During  the 
first  year  he  was  general  freight  agent  of 
the  first  division,  and  from  1871  until  Octo- 
ber 15,  1874,  served  as  general  passenger 
and  ticket  agent.  On  the  15th  of  October 
his  duties  were  further  increased  by  an 
appointment  as  general  freight  agent,  and 
he  served  in  that  capacity,  as  well  as  others, 
until  October  28,  1875,  when  he  was  made 
acting  superintendent  and  general  freight, 
passenger  and  ticket  agent.  From  Novem- 
ber 26,  1875,  until  November  28,  1879,  he 
was  superintendent  and  general  freight, 
passenger  and  ticket  agent;  and  from  the 
latter  date  until  June  14, 1884,  he  was  gen- 
eral superintendent.  He  was  then  presi- 
dent and  general  superintendent  until 
June,  1893,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
been  president  of  the  road.  His  advance- 
ment has  been  steady  and  continuous. 
The  growth  of  the  road  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  so  long,  has  been  largely 
accomplished  through  his  progressive 
efforts.  When  he  became  connected  with 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  railroad, 
its  western  terminus  was  at  Ottumwa, 
Iowa;  now  the  state  is  crossed  and 
recrossed  by  a  perfect  net-work  of  rail- 
roads, facilitating  commerce,  introducing 
all  the  improvements  known  to  the  east, 
and  advancing  the  state  with  a  rapidity 
that  is  known  only  to  western  districts. 
The  road  of  which  Mr.  Ives  is  now  presi- 
dent was  only  forty  miles  in  length  when 
he  first  became  identified  with  it.  Now  its 
aggregate  length  is  1,150  miles,  and  it 
justly  ranks  among  the  most  important 
business  institutions  of  Iowa.  He  rode 
upon  the  first  train  of  steam  cars  that  made 
a  trip  in  this  state.  His  own  progress  has 
been  proportionate  to  that  of  the  road,  and 
the  farm  boy  of  forty  years  ago  is  to-day  at 
the  head  of  a  concern  whose  importance  in 
the  world  of  commerce  cannot  be  estimated. 
While  promoting  in  all  possible  ways  the 
interests  of  the  railroad  company,  Mr. 
Ives  has  also  aided  materially  in  the  pros- 
perity of  Cedar  Rapids,  by  his  connection 
with  various  enterprises  there.  He  was 
for  some  time  president  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Electric  Light  company,  but 
resigned  that  position  in  January,  1893, 
owing  to  the  press  of  other  duties.  His 
capital  has  been  judiciously  invested  and 
he  has  become  the  possessor  of  a  hand- 
some property.  He  is  purely  a  business 
man,  practical,  energetic  and  capable,  with 
a  mind  to  plan  and  a  will  to  execute. 

In  1854  Mr.  Ives  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  M.  Dale,  of  Wallingford, 


Vt.,  and  six  children  were  born  to  them. 
A  son  and  daughter  are  living  with  and 
near  him.  The  mother  died  April  16,  1895. 
Personally  Mr.  Ives  is  courteous  and 
affable,  a  gentleman  in  the  truest  and  best 
sense  of  that  term;  and  while  his  career 
excites  the  admiration,  it  also  commands 
the  respect  of  all. 


CONNIPP,  Robert  E.,  president  of  the 
state  board  of  health,  is  a  resident  of  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  where  he  is  well  known  as  one 


of  the  leading  physicians  of  the  state.  He 
was  born  at  Houston,  Minn.,  in  1858,  and 
came  to  Iowa  in  1869.  He  graduated  from 
the  State  University  of  Iowa  in  1884,  where 
he  completed  his  professional  studies  in  a 
most  creditable  manner,  after  which  he  lo- 
cated at  Sioux  City,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  med- 
icine. He  has  developed  an  increasing  love 
for  his  profession,  and  his  one  aim  in  life  is 
to  reach  the  top.  He  does  not  aspire  to  mix 
extensively  in  politics,  nor  does  he  seek 
political  preferment,  although  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Boies  a  member,  of  the 
state  board  of  health,  a  political  appoint- 
ment, and  has  held  that  position  under 
three  republican  governors  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  As  a  member  of  the  board  of 
health  he  has  been  a  constant  and  efScient 
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worker  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine 
and  sanitation.  He  is  a  member  of  a  num- 
ber of  medical  societies,  among  others, 
the  American  Medical  association,  the  Iowa 
State  Medical  society,  American  Public 
Health  association. 


POWELL,  Dr.  Francis  Marion,  is  the 
well  known  superintendent  of  the  Iowa  In- 
stitution for  Feeble- Minded  Children,  at 
Glenwood,  a  position  he  has  held  with  in- 
creasing usefulness,  to  the  appreciation  of 
the  people,  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 
The  right  sort  of  training  was  given 
young  Powell,  amid  the  trying  surround- 
ings of  a  pioneer  life,  to  fit  him  as  an  im- 
portant factor  in  state  building,  in  the  de- 
velopment of  Iowa's  possibilities. 

Bom  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 12,  1848,  the  second  child  in  a  family 
.  of  seven,  his  parents  William  and  Melissa 
(Williams)  Powell,  removed  in  1857,  to 
Badax,  now  Vernon  county,  Wis.  The 
father  was  a  pioneer  teacher  and  minister, 
and  came  of  Welsh  stock;  the  mother  was  of 
Ekiglish  ancestry.  Ten  years  of  life  in  a 
new  country  gave  the  young  man  a  train- 
ing that  has  served  him  well  in  after  life, 
inculcating  in  him  habits  of  industry, 
frugality,  economy,  honesty,  and  a  perse- 
verance which  have  carried  him  to  success. 

He  attended  the  primitive  schools  in 
log  cabins  in  winter  time  and  by  his  own 
efforts  earned  means  to  attend  select 
schools,  working  for  board  and  tuition, 
finally  becoming  a  teacher  himself,  his  pur- 
pose being  to  study  medicine.  With  his 
own  earnings  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  at- 
tended the  Ohio  Wesleyan  university,  at 
Delaware.  After  this  he  taught  school  for 
a  time,  keeping  the  medical  profession 
constantly  in  view,  and  at  length  gradu- 
ated from  the  Starling  Medical  college, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  February,  1875,  with 
class  honors.  The  next  month,  poor  in 
purse,  but  rich  in  mental,  physical  and 
moral  endowments,  the  young  physician 
settled  in  Hastings,  Iowa,  where  he  at 
once  achieved  success,  which  application 
and  merit  secures.  In  the  fall  of  1881,  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Glenwood  to 
secure  better  advantages  for  the  children. 
The  following  spring  he  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Institution  for 
Peeble-Minded  Children,  located  there.  At 
that  time  the  institution  cared  for  less  than 
200  inmates,  being  yet  in  its  infancy.  It 
has  developed  under  his  management,  un- 
til now  the  population  is  over  700  inmates. 


or  pupils.  No  criticism  has  ever  been 
made  of  Dr.  Powell's  work;  instead  it 
has  been  highly  praised,  and  he  has  be- 
come a  recognized  authority  on  the  care 
and  management  of  persons  affected  with 
mental  weakness.  Having  a  warm,  sympa- 
thetic nature,  and  being  ably  assisted  by 
his  faithful  wife  as  matron.  Dr.  Powell  has 
been  singularly  successful  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  unfortunates  placed  under  his 
care.  The  business  of  the  institution  has 
been  well  looked  after,  too,  and  the  appro- 
priations of  the  legislature  were  made  to 
go  as  far  as  possible.  The  institution  suf- 
fered a  severe  loss  from  fire  by  lightning 


in  August,  1896,  and  the  skill  and  resources 
of  the  superintendent  were  heavjly  taxed 
in  this  trying  emergency,  and  he  was  not 
found  wanting. 

But  Dr.  Powell  is  not  a  one-sided  man, 
for  he  has  earned  distinction  as  a  horticul- 
turist, outside  his  profession.  He  is  serv- 
ing his  second  term  as  president  of  the 
State  Horticultural  society,  and  has  been  a 
regular  attendant  upon  horticultural  meet- 
ings in  the  state  for  many  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  realize  the  possibilities 
of  the  wonderful  apple  belt  of  southwestern 
Iowa  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. He  has  been  a  hard  working  horti- 
culturist ever  since  he  settled  in  that  part 
of  the  state,  and  has  won  distinction  in  the 
business.     He  owns  two  orchards  of  3,000 
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and  6,000  trees,  near  Glen  wood,  and 
numerous  smaller  ones,  besides  having 
started  and  sold  several  fruit  farms. 
Through  his  energy  in  this  direction,  the 
state  owns  one  of  the  most  valuable  or- 
chards in  Iowa.  Dr.  Powell  was  active  in 
organizing  the  Mills  County  Fruit  carnival 
at  Glenwood,  in  1895,  which  has  now  be- 
come an  annual  feature  of  the  great  apple 
harvest  in  southwestern  Iowa.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  republican,  but  has  held  no 
elective  office  besides  being  a  member  of 
the  school  board.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Medical  society,  and  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Conference  of  Charities 
and  Corrections.  Dr.  Powell  was  married 
in  1870,  to  Louisa  M.  Newton,  and  they 
have  four  children:  Ida  M.,  Velura,  Orrin 
W.,  and  Fred  M.  The  oldest  daughter, 
Ida  M.,  is  married  to  Elmer  E.  Black  and 
lives  in  Chicago. 


PATTERSON,  John  W.,  was  born  on 
his  father's  farm  in  Perry  township,  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  June  3,  1847.  His  father, 
William  Patterson,  lives  with  two  unmarried 


daughters  at  Waterloo,  Ind.  His  father  was 
also  a  merchant  for  many  years  after  leaving 
the  farm.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Shaeffer, 
whose  father  served  his  country  in  the  war 
of  the  American  revolution. 


While  a  boy  John  W.  helped  his  father  on 
the  farm,  attending  the  public  school  in 
the  winter  months  until  he  was  17  years 
old.  In  September,  1862,  at  the  age  of  15, 
he  answered  the  call  of  Governor  Todd,  of 
Ohio,  for  the  minute  men  of  the  state  to  go 
to  the  defense  of  Cincinnati,  then  being 
threatened  by  the  confederates.  Every 
man  furnished  his  own  arms  and  ammu- 
nition. The  troops  thus  assembled,  after 
serving  in  the  intrenchments  and  fortifica- 
tions of  the  city  for  ten  days,  were  honor- 
ably discharged,  and  are  known  in  Ohio's 
history  of  the  war  as  **  The  Squirrel  Hunt- 
ers. "  He  was  too  young  to  enter  the  army 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion, 
but  when  he  reached  the  age  of  17,  in  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Sev- 
enty-sixth Ohio  Volunteer  infantry,  com- 
manded by  Col.  E.  C.  Mason.  The  reg- 
iment was  assigned  to  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland,  which  was  then  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.  He  was  in  the  great  battle  of  the 
15th  and  16th  of  December,  1864,  in  which 
General  Thomas  won  a  great  victory  over 
the  rebel  army,  under  General  Hood.  Mr. 
Patterson  acted  as  quartermaster  of  the 
regiment  during  the  larger  part  of  his  term 
of  service.  After  being  mustered  out,  Mr. 
Patterson  secured  a  position  as  a  clerk  in  a 
grocery.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall 
of  1881  and  engaged  in  the  retail  dry  goods 
business  in  Marion,  Linn  county.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a  commercial 
traveler.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  for  president  in  1864,  and  he 
has  always  been  an  active  republican  since. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  a  campaign  glee 
club  in  nearly  every  political  campaign 
since  the  close  of  the  war.  He  has  often 
been  a  delegate  to  county,  congressional 
and  state  conventions  of  the  republican 
party,  and  has  served  as  chairman  of  Linn 
county  republican  central  committee  for 
four  years.  He  was  assistant  sergeant- at- 
arms  at  the  St.  Louis  republican  national 
convention  which  nominated  McKinley  for 
president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  a  Shriner,  and  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  Post  No.  204  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Marion. 
January  5,  1898,  Mr.  Patterson  was  ap- 
pointed collector  of  internal  revenue  for 
the  Third  district  of  Iowa,  and  entered 
upon  his  duties  February  7,  1898. 

January  12,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ella  Howell,  of  Danby,  N.  Y.  They  have 
had  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Ida  H.,  Clarence  H.,  and  Walter  J. 
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PATRICK,  Oscar  Rudd,  of  Glen  wood, 
is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Winkler  & 
Patrick,  and  is  a  bright  young  lawyer  with 
the  best  of  prospects  before  him  for  a  busy 
professional  life.  His  ancestors  were  strict 
Scotch  Presbyterians.  His  grandfather, 
Alexander  Patrick,  came  from  Scotland  in 
1827  and  established  a  woolen  factory  in 
South  Granville,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Robert 
Patrick,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
October  12,  1823,  and  when  4  years  old 
came  to  America  with  his  parents.  He 
farmed  successfully  for  many  years,  but  is 
now  retired  and  lives  at  Emerson,  Iowa. 
He  is  in  comfortable  circumstances,  owning 
a  240-acre  farm  a  mile  from  the  town.  Mr. 
Patrick's  mother  was  Mary  McDonald,  who 
was  born  September  4,  1825,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary, 1894.  Her  ancestors  were  also  from 
Scotland,  and  came  to  this  country  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Scotch  Highland  troops.  They 
were  filled  with  a  spirit  of  liberty,  and 
deserted  his  majesty's  service  to  join  the 
American  revolutionists. 

O.  R.  Patrick  was  born  October  13, 1864, 
near  Blue  Island,  Cook  couuty,  111.,  but 
soon  afterward  his  parents  moved  to  Iroquois 
county.  Here  he  attended  district  school, 
and  his  education  was  continued  in  the 
graded  schools  of  Emerson,  Mills  county, 
Iowa.  He  was  always  a  bright  pupil,  and 
the  first  money  he  ever  earned  was  received 
in  the  shape  of  a  prize  awarded  him  for 
excellence  in  spelling,  when  he  was  only 
7  years  old.  During  his  last  year  in 
the  public  school  his  ambition  for  a  uni- 
versity training  was  aroused  by  George 
W.  Goodsoe,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  col- 
lege, who  was  then  principal  of  the  schools 
at  Emerson.  Mr.  Patrick  entered  the  pre- 
paratory department  of  Parsons  college,  at 
Fairfield,  March,  23,  1886,  graduating  the 
following  June.  The  next  September  he 
began  regular  college  work,  and  in  June, 
1890,  graduated  from  the  classical  course. 
While  in  college  he  took  particular  delight 
in  the  study  of  literature,  history  and 
mathematics,  and  excelled  in  composition 
and  oratory.  During  his  junior  year  he 
won  first  place  in  the  home  oratorical  con- 
test, and  this  victory  entitled  him  to  rep- 
resent the  college  at  the  state  oratorical 
contest,  which  occurred  in  March,  1889,  at 
Cornell  college,  Mount  Vernon.  Here  he 
succeeded  in  again  winning  first  honors, 
though  he  had  the  best  orators  from  all 
the  leading  colleges  of  the  state  with  whom 
to  compete.  While  at  school  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Orio  Literary  society,  and 
was  prominent  in  all  college  activities. 


The    first   year    after    graduation  was 
spent  in  Emerson,   Iowa.     In  November, 

1891,  he  was  elected  county  superintendent 
of  schools  in  Mills  county,  and  held  this 
ofiice  until  January  1,  1896.  Though  de- 
voted to  his  educational  work  he  managed 
to  find  time  for  the  study  of  law  while  hold- 
ing this  position.  He  entered  the  office  of 
Hon.   Shirley  Gilliland,   at  Glenwood,  in 

1892,  and  by  earnest  study  under  this  able 
and  generous  man  he  was  prepared  for  the 
state  examinations  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  January, 
1896,  at  Des  Moines.  Since  then  he  has 
practiced  law  at  Glenwood  in  partnership 


with  A.  H.  Winkler,  a  real  estate  man  of 
wide  experience,  who  has  greatly  aided 
Mr.  Patrick  in  getting  a  start  in  the  pro- 
fession. In  addition  to  legal  business  the 
firm  loans  money,  deals  in  real  estate  and 
does  some  insuring. 

Born  in  the  north  in  war  time,  Mr. 
Patrick  was  taught  very  young  to  admire 
Lincoln  and  other  great  republican  leaders, 
and  he  has  always  stood  by  the  party 
which  they  served  so  well.  The  superin- 
tendency  is  the  only  office  which  he  has 
held.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  Free 
Mason.  In  religion  he  is  a  Presbyterian, 
but  at  present  holds  his  membership  with 
the  Congregational  church,  there  being  no 
denomination  of  his  choice  in  Glenwood. 
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He  belonged  to  the  state  militia  under 
Governor  Jackson's  administration,  and 
assisted  in  expelling  Kelly's  army,  acting 
as  first  lieutenant  of  Company .  G,  Third 
regiment  of  the  I.  N.  G. 

Mr.  Patrick  was  married  June  25,  1893, 
to  Miss  Bertha  E.  Tubbs,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Judge  L.  W.  Tubbs,  of  Emer- 
son, and  to  her  counsel  and  cheer  he  at- 
tributes a  large  part  of  his  success.  They 
have  no  children. 


RICKEL,  Henry,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was 
born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  August  16, 
1835.     His  father,  Samuel  Rickel,  was  of 


German  descent  and  was  born  in  Bedford 
county,  Penn.  Several  members  of  his 
family  were  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
an  uncle  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine.  His  more  remote  ancestors  came 
from  Prankfort-on-Main,  where  many  of 
the  same  name  are  now  living.  He  was  a 
cabinet  maker,  and  in  1829  removed  to 
Richland  county,  Ohio.  He  married  Barbara 
Smith,  who  was  of  German  and  English 
descent,  and  whose  father,  Henry  P.  Smith, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Samuel 
Rickel  and  his  family  moved  in  1839  to 
Springfield,  III.;  from  there  to  Galena,  and 
in  1849  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa. 


Henry  Rickel's  education  was  com- 
menced in  a  log  schoolhouse  in  Illinois, 
and  completed  in  the  schools  of  West 
Union,  Iowa.  He  learned  the  cabinet- 
making  trade  and  worked  at  that  until 
about  21  years  old.  After  that  he  engaged 
in  the  book  and  stationery  business  at 
McGregor  and  at  West  Union,  Iowa, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Rickel  &  Huffman, 
until  1860,  when  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  with  Hon.  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  of  West 
Union.  In  September,  1862,  he  assisted  in 
raising  Company  C,  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  cav- 
alry, and  served  with  that  regiment  until 
June,  1864,  when  he  was  compelled  by  ill 
health  to  resign.  Captain  Ainsworth  com- 
manded the  company  and  Mr.  Rickel  was 
second  lieutenant.  The  regiment  was 
engaged  in  frontier  service,  under  Gen. 
Alfred  Sully.  Before  enlisting  he  assisted 
in  raising  five  other  companies  in  Payette 
county. 

In  1866  Mr.  Rickel  formed  a  law  part- 
nership with  Hon.  William  McClintock,  of 
West  Union,  which  continued  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  was  also  connected  in  the  law 
business  with  Hon.  William  E.  Puller  andD. 
W.  Clements,  of  the  same  place.  Later  he 
was  a  partner  of  Hon.  W.  V.  Allen,  now 
United  States  senator  from  Nebraska.  In 
1878  he  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Rickel, 
West  &  Eastman.  Por  the  past  twelve 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Rickel  &  Crocker. 

Politically,  Henry  Rickel  is  a  republican 
and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for  John  C.  Pre- 
mont,  but  from  1863  to  1874  he  voted  with 
the  democratic  party.  He  then  voted  for 
Hayes  for  president,  and  since  that  time 
has  usually  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
He  was  for  several  years  mayor  of  the  city 
of  West  Union,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  from  Payette 
county  during  the  session  of  the  Seven- 
teenth General  Assembly. 

He  was  married  October  14,  1857,  to 
Susan  Brown,  of  West  Union,  who  was 
born  in  Yates  county,  N.  Y.  They  have 
had  two  children,  Willie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  11  years,  and  Lillian  M.,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Alfred  H.  Newman,  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  Mr.  Rickel  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  belongs  to  the  Odd 
Pellows.  Por  many  years  he  has  been 
active  in  promoting  temperance  reform  in 
Iowa,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  enact- 
ment and  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory 
law,  delivering  many  lectures  in  northern 
Iowa. 
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JOHNSTON,  William  P.,  of  Toledo,  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  cen- 
tral Iowa,  and  is  considered  the  wealthiest 
man  in  Tama  county.  He  was  born  April 
20,  1833,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  and  was  the 
oldest  of  eleven  children.  The  blood  of 
several  nations  flows  in  his  veins,  for  his 
father,  U.  S.  Johnston,  a  carpenter,  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  while  his  mother, 
Mary  Keister,  was  a  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
man. His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  village  where  he 
lived,  and  at  Mt.  Pleasant  college,  where 
he  studied  one  year.  He  worked  at  his 
father's  trade  a  few  years,  and  was  also 
employed  as  a  salesman  in  his  native  town. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1856,  and  at  Iowa  City 
secured  work  as  a  carpenter,  and  later  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Gower,  Mygatt  & 
Galley.  He  had  the  good  sense  and  judg- 
ment at  this  early  day  to  appreciate  the 
value  of  Iowa  land,  and  seized  an  oppor- 
tunity to  bid  off  900  acres  at  a  judicial  sale. 
He  had  no  money,  but  all  that  he  needed 
was  loaned  him  without  security  by  his 
employer  and  eastern  friends.  This  in- 
vestment was  the  beginning  of  a  long 
series  of  successful  ventures,  which  have 
marked  him  as  a  man  of  rare  business 
sagacity,  amounting  almost  to  genius.  Mr. 
Johnston  removed  in  1858  to  Toledo,  where, 
in  company  with  Henry  Galley,  now  of 
Des  Moines,  he  opened  the  ** People's 
Store,"  which  soon  became  by  far  the 
largest  and  most  prosperous  mercantile 
establishment  in  Tama  county.  He  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  store  after  about 
twenty  years,  his  other  lines  of  business 
having  grown  to  such  large  proportions  as 
to  demand  his  entire  attention;  for  during 
all  this  period  he  had  been  buying  and 
selling  land,  at  one  time  owning  fifty  good 
farms  in  Tama  county  alone,  besides  large 
tracts  of  land  in  northwestern  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota and  other  states. 

He  has  been  connected  with  almost 
every  large  business  enterprise  of  the 
community,  for  not  only  are  his  extensive 
means  desirable  for  the  establishment  of 
commercial  institutions  or  ventures,  but 
his  long  experience  and  rare  good  judg- 
ment are  widely  sought  and  consulted. 
Through  his  influence  and  persevering 
efforts,  more  than  to  any  other  cause,  the 
building  of  the  Toledo  &  Northwestern 
railroad  in  1880  is  to  be  attributed.  The 
construction  of  this  line  was  really  the 
making  of  the  towns  of  Toledo  and  Tama. 
In  connection  with  this  work  Mr.  Johnston 
and  Hon.  Leander  Clark,  also  of  Toledo, 

22 


purchased  the  ground  and  laid  out    the 
towns  of  Gladbrook  and  Garwin. 

Mr.  Johnston  has  been  a  republican  ever 
since  the  organization  of  the  party.  He 
has  always  been  prominent  in  the  politics 
of  his  county,  but  has  never  been  an  office 
seeker.  He  has,  however,  been  frequently 
called  to  positions  where  there  was  a  de- 
mand for  sound  judgment,  especially  in 
financial  matters.  Thus,  he  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  and 
as  a  trustee  and  mayor  of  Toledo.  Mr. 
Johnston  has  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  a  trustee  of  Cornell 
college  since  1871,  serving  as  president  of 


the  board  since  1876.  He  has  contributed 
many  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  support 
of  this  institution,  but  has  not  confined  his 
gifts  to  schools  of  his  own  denomination. 
He  aids  liberally  in  the  maintenance  of 
Western  college,  and  ever  since  its  loca- 
tion at  Toledo  in*1880  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee,  having 
ever  since  taken  a  close  interest  in  its  suc- 
cess and  management. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  married  September 
21,  1858,  to  Maria  J.  Newcomer,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Pa.,  his  native  town.  They 
have  but  one  child,  a  daughter,  Anna  B., 
who  was  born  at  Toledo,  Iowa,  and  who 
lives  at  home  with  her  parents.  The 
Johnston  home  is  an  elegant  and  spacious 
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one,  and  many  are  the  friends  who  can 
testify  to  the  genial  warmth  of  hospitality 
which  they  have  felt  while  being  enter- 
tained at  "Oak  Hill.'' 


FLETCHER,  Charles  W.,  ex-mayor  of 
Sioux  City,  and  president  and  manager  of 
the  large  manufacturing  establishment  of 
Fletcher  &  Hutchins  company  at  that  place, 
was  born  at  Pittsburg,  N.  H.,  June  30, 
1837.  His  father  was  a  pioneer  farmer  of 
northern  New  Hampshire,  well  educated, 
industrious  and  fairly  successful  in  the  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth.  The  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Cummings,  of  Canaan, 


Vt.,  and  the  effects  of  early  culture  were 
shown  throughout  her  whole  life.  Grand- 
father Ebenezer  Fletcher  settled  at  Charles- 
town,  N.  H.,  and  there  followed  the  avoca- 
tion of  carpenter;  Great-grandfather  Peter 
Fletcher  was  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  and  Great-great-grandfather  Ephraim 
Fletcher  served  in  the  French  war  until 
captured  by  the  Indians,  after  which  he 
was  never  heard  from. 

The  early  education  of  Charles  W. 
Fletcher  was  acquired  in  a  rude  country 
schoolhouse,  roughly  seated  and  in  which 
few  text-books  were  used.  From  that  time 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war  he  was 
engaged  as  trapper,  bookkeeper,  traveling 


agent,  railroad  agent  and  merchant,  re- 
spectively. In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Second  New  Hampshire  infantry,  serv- 
ing as  fourth  sergeant.  He  was  disabled 
at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  upon  his 
partial  recovery  was  sent  to  Lancaster,  N. 
H.,  to  do  duty  in  the  recruiting  service. 
After  peace  had  been  declared  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  located  at  Charles  City,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  general  merchandise  business 
for  five  years,  then  lumber  for  ten  years,  then 
boots  and  shoes  until  1882,  at  which  time 
he  located  in  Sioux  City  and  assisted  in 
the  establishment  of  the  concern  of  which 
he  is  now  the  president.  The  Fletcher 
&  Hutchins  company  conducted  their 
business  at  first  under  the  firm  name 
of  Andrews  &  Fletcher,  and  employed 
about  twelve  hands.  Some  years  ago 
the  company  was  reorganized  and  in- 
corporated and  a  new  plant  erected  with  a 
capacity  sufficient  for  the  employment  of 
eighty  men.  The  establishment  receives 
the  personal  attention  of  the  president  and 
manager  in  its  every  detail.  As  manu- 
facturers of  bank  counters  and  fine  store 
fixtures,  stair  work,  church  decorations  in 
fine  woods,  mouldings  and  all  the  com- 
moner stock  used  by  lumber  dealers  they 
have  a  reputation  extending  throughout 
the  west. 

Mr.  Fletcher  is  an  Abraham  Lincoln  re- 
publican. His  convictions  have  continued 
to  grow  stronger  since  the  time  when  he 
cast  his  first  vote  for  **  Father  Abraham  " 
and  his  courage  has  kept  pace  with  that 
growth.  He  declares  his  views  upon  all 
proper  occasions  and  leaves  nothing  un- 
done to  promote  the  interests  of  his  party. 
The  only  political  positions  held  by  him 
have  been  ones  of  sacrifice  rather  than  re- 
muneration. At  the  expense  of  his  per- 
sonal interests  he  served  for  three  terms 
as  mayor  of  Charles  City  and  for  one  term 
as  mayor  of  Sioux  City.  He  is  a  ruling 
elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church  and 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. In  all  movements  of  a  charitable 
character  he  is  foremost  and  his  purse  is 
not  kept  open  for  the  notoriety  of  such  a 
course,  but  because  of  a  kindly  and  gener- 
ous nature,  to  whom  the  doing  of  good 
deeds  is  in  itself  a  satisfaction  and  a  pleas- 
ure. He  was  married  at  Prairie  du  Sac, 
Wis.,  August  18,  1864,  to  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Moore.  They  have  two  children.  Jessie 
M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  L.  L.  Redding,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  Ralph  M.,  l>9ok- 
keeper  in  the  establishment  of  Fletcher  & 
Hutchins  company. 
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WINSLOW,  Horace  S.,  of  Newton,  ex- 
judge  of  the  Sixth  judicial  district,  is  a 
native  of  Vermont,  having  been  born  in 
Pittsford,  Rutland  county,  July  18,  1837. 
He  is  a  direct  descendant,  eight  genera- 
tions removed,  from  the  band  of  Pilgrim 
fathers  who  landed  on  the  Massachusetts 
coast  from  the  Mayflower.  His  father, 
Elhanan  Spencer  Winslow,  was  a  farmer 
in  modest  circumstances,  managing,  how- 
ever, to  give  his  large  family  of  children  a 
fairly  good  education.  His  mother,  Elmina 
Winslow,  nee  Kingsley,  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  a  descendant  of  the  Rob- 
inson family  of  that  state. 

Young  Winslow  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and  the 
academy  of  his  native  town  and  afterwards 
the  seminary  at  Brandon,  Vt.  Prom  here 
he  went  to  the  State  and  National  Law 
school  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  graduat- 
ing from  the  Ohio  State  and  Union  Law 
college  at  Poland,  Ohio.  He  was  less  than 
19  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  gradua- 
tion. The  laws  of  Ohio  required  that  an 
applicant  for  admission  to  the  bar  should 
be  21  years  of  age,  and  his  diploma  under 
those  laws,  entitled  him  to  admission  to 
the  bar.  His  face  was  as  smooth  as  a  girl 's 
and  he  looked  even  younger  than  he  was. 
The  situation  worried  him  and  at  last  he 
laid  his  troubles  before  Professor  Leggett, 
afterwards  General  Leggett,  who  taking 
out  a  pencil,  wrote  the  figures  **21  "  on  a 
piece  of  paper,  and  handed  it  back  to  the 
boy  saying,  **Put  it  in  your  shoe,  and  if 
anyone  asks  you  about  your  age,  tell  them 
you  are  over  21.''  The  boy  received  his 
diploma  July  1,  1856,  and  was  afterwards 
duly  admitted  to  the  practice.  At  the 
graduation  exercises,  he  was  given  a 
place  in  the  commencement  law  trial,  the 
place  of  honor. 

Immediately  after  graduation,  Winslow 
started  for  Newton,  reaching  there  July  5, 
1856,  with  only  five  cents  in  his  pocket. 
On  the  first  day  of  September  thereafter, 
he  opened  a  law  ofiice  and  hung  out  his 
shingle  as  a  practitioner.  In  the  spring 
of  1857,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Thomas  H.  Miller,  which  continued  until 
the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Miller  enlisting  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  In 
1863  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  S. 
N.  Lindley,  which  continued  until  January 
1,  1869,  Judge  Lindley  at  that  time  having 
been  appointed  judge  of  the  second  circuit 
of  the  Sixth  district.  In  1870,  Col.  J.  W. 
Wilson  became  his  partner  and  this  busi- 
ness arrangement  continued  until  Mr.  Wil- 


son's health  gave  way  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  give  up  all  professional  work. 

During  his  many  years  of  professional 
life,  he  has  occupied  a  prominent  position 
at  the  bar  and  it  has  fallen  to  his  lot  to 
have  charge  of  a  greater  number  of  cases 
of  importance  than  usually  comes  to  the 
city  practitioner.  * 

He  was  elected  district  attorney  in  1862 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  four  years. 
In  1868  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  second 
circuit  of  the  Sixth  district,  resigning 
however,  at  the  end  of  one  year's  service. 
In  1874  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Sixth 
district,  leaving  the  bench,  after  four  years' 


service,  with  the  reputation  of  disposing  of 
more  business  in  a  given  time,  and  doing 
it  well,  than  any  other  judge  in  the  state. 
He  was  one  of  the  code  commissioners  to 
revise  and  codify  the  laws,  receiving  his 
appointment  from  the  supreme  court  in 
1894.  Politically,  he  is  and  always  has 
been  a  republican. 

He  is  a  member  of  Newton  Lodge  No.  59, 
A.  P.  and  A.  M.,  of  Gebal  Chapter  No.  12, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  Oriental  Commandery,  No. 
22,  Knights  Templars  and  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Newton  Chapter  No.  100,  O.  E.  S. 
In  1877  he  was  elected  grand  high  priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Iowa,  and  served  in  that  office 
two  years.     In  1880  he  was  elected  grand 
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commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
Knights  Templars,  of  Iowa,  and  was  in 
charge  of  the  Iowa  knights  at  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  held  in 
Chicago,  in  1880,  at  which  1,500  Iowa  people 
were  in  attendance  and  encamped  on  the 
lake  shore.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  has 
served  as  the  presiding  officer  of  his  local 
lodge;  being  unable,  however,  to  give  it 
proper  attention,  he  some  years  ago  took 
a  clearance  card  from  the  order. 

Judge  Winslow  was  married  to  Sarah 
E.  Dunkle,  at  Pittsford,  Vt.,  November?, 
1858.  They  have  two  children,  Kate  E., 
now  the  wife  of  J.  P.  Cavill,  who  is  now, 
December,  1898,  steward  of  the  Iowa  State 
college  at  Ames,  and  Jessie  L.,  residing  at 
home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 


ORMSBY,  Col.  Edwin  S.,  of  Emmets- 
burg,  is  the  pioneer  banker  of  Palo  Alto 


county.  He  also  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  national  bank  president  in 
the  county.  His  parents  were  born  in 
Massachusetts.  The  father,  Lysander 
Ormsby,  is  still  living  in  Deerfield,  Mich., 
and  is  82  years  of  age.  The  ancestors  on 
both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  were 
prominent  New  England  families  and  each 
branch  was  represented  in  the  Lake  Erie 


or  Toledo  war.  A  great-grandfather,  Na- 
thaniel Ormsby,  was  killed  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war.  They  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan about  1840,  and  there,  on  a  farm  in 
Monroe  county,  Edwin  S.  was  born  April 
17,  1842.  His  early  education  was  acquired 
in  a  little  log  schoolhouse  that  stood  in  the 
timber  near  his  home.  When  he  had 
reached  his  eighteenth  year  he  responded 
to  the  call  for  troops  to  defend  the  integrity 
of  the  nation,  and  on  September  21,  1861, 
was  made  a  "  high  private  in  the  rear 
ranks''  of  the  Eighth  Michigan  Volunteer 
infantry.  Having  served  out  the  term  of 
enlistment  he  was,  in  1863,  discharged, 
but  he  immediately  proceeded  to  raise  a 
company  and  in  1863  again  took  the  field, 
this  time  with  the  First  Michigan  Engineer 
corps,  receiving  his  discharge  October  1, 
1865.  He  then  engaged  in  insurance  for  a 
time,  then  conducted  a  general  merchan- 
dise business,  but  finally  disposed  of  the 
last  named  to  enter  upon  a  study  of  the 
law.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged 
constantly  in  banking,  law  and  real  estate,  a 
portion  of  the  time  in  Michigan,  but  since 
1872  in  Emmetsburg.  He  is  a  strong  ad- 
vocate of  republicanism.  His  father  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  that  party  and 
the  son  regards  it  as  representing  those 
principles  which,  if  put  in  practice,  will 
result  in  the  greatest  good  to  the  whole 
people.  He  was  the  mayor  of  Emmetsburg 
at  the  time  of  incorporation  and  had  much 
to  do  with  the  readjustment  of  assessments 
made  necessary  thereby.  Because  of  the 
interest  he  at  all  times  manifests  in  school 
affairs,  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  on 
the  board  of  education,  acting  at  times  as 
its  president.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the 
trustees  of  Cornell  college.  Colonel  Orms- 
by has  been  one  of  the  recognized  leaders 
of  the  republican  party  in  Iowa  for  many 
years,  and  has  been  mentioned  for  the 
governorship  and  other  offices.  He  is 
actively  identified  with  the  Republican 
League,  and  was  a  delegate  from  Iowa  to 
the  national  convention  in  Detroit  in  July, 
1897.  He  has  recently  added  to  his  busi- 
ness a  new  bank,  known  as  the  Farmers 
Savings  bank,  of  which  he  is  president. 
For  thirty  years  he  has  been  active 
in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church.  He  is  a  high  order  Mason  and 
member  of  the  society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.  He  was  married 
July  4,  1862,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bateman,  an 
accomplished  and  most  estimable  lady. 
They  have  had  three  children,  only  one  of 
whom  is  living.     She  is  the  wife  of  George 
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J.  Consigny,  of  Emmetsburg.  The  grand- 
children are  Venita  Ormsby,  and  Reginald 
Ormsby  Consigny. 


ROSENBERGER,  Absalom,  A.  B.,  LL. 
B.,  president  of  Penn  college,  Oskaloosa, 
has,  by  persistent  hard  work,  made  a  place 
for  himself  in  life  where  he  is  able  to  help 
others,  and  that  is  his  highest  aim.  Through 
a  busy  life  he  has  held  out  the  hand  of 
strong  and  helpful  friendship  to  those  he 
has  been  associated  with.  A  natural  leader 
and  teacher,  with  keen  sympathy,  well 
grounded  principles  and  an  even  temper, 
he  has  made  a  lasting  impression  for  good 
upon  the  young  people  who  came  to  him 
for  instruction.  He  has  filled  them  with 
an  ambition  to  go  farther,  giving  them  what 
only  a  few  teachers  are  ever  able  to  do,  the 
desire  to  know  more,  the  inspiration  to 
dig  and  find  the  treasures  of  human  knowl- 
edge. The  serious  training  of  his  youth 
started  young  Rosenberger  into  the  right 
path  and  furnished  the  foundation,  strong 
and  enduring,  upon  which  the  superstruc- 
ure  of  a  well-proportioned  and  useful  life 
is  built.  Bom  December  26,  1849,  in  a  log 
cabin  nearThomtown,  Ind.,  he  did  not  have 
much  of  an  educational  start  in  his  boy- 
hood, for  the  nearest  school  was  in  a  log 
schoolhouse  in  a  dense  forest  five  miles 
from  Thorntown,  where  the  privileges 
were  very  meagre.  But  the  boy  went  to 
the  little  school,  attended  the  meetings  of 
the  Mortonian  Literary  society  and  debat- 
ing club,  and  there  became  filled  with  the 
desire  to  get  an  education.  His  parents 
were  of  the  kind  to  encourage  this  ambition. 
His  father  was  James  Henry  Rosenberger, 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  man  of  lim- 
ited circumstances.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  devout  elder  in  the  Friends'  church, 
to  which  the  son  has  always  remained  true. 
His  mother  was  Elizabeth  Mills  Rosen- 
berger, a  quiet,  pious  woman,  whose  fam- 
ily came  from  England  and  helped  William 
Penn  in  founding  Pennsylvania.  She  was 
much  attached  to  her  home.  The  father's 
family  came  from  Germany.  The  mother 
died  when  Absalom  was  13  years  old  and 
the  father  when  he  was  16,  leaving  him  to 
supi)ort  himself .  In  1872,  Mr.  Rosenberger 
entered  Earlham  college,  in  Richmond, 
Ind.,  graduating  from  the  classical  course 
in  1876.  He  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
college  paper  for  three  years,  and  served  as 
assistant  proctor  for  two  years.  With  him 
attending  college  was  serious  business,  for 
he  earned  his  own  way  and  maintained  a 


manly  independence  that  left  him  with  few 
debts  to  pay  at  the  end  of  the  four  years' 
course.  It  is  said  of  him  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Moore,  president  of  the  college  at  that 
time,  that  "He  furnishes  another  proof 
that  the  youth  in  college  whose  first  and 
highest  work  is  to  build  up  a  character  is 
pretty  sure,  later  in  life,  to  build  some- 
thing else. ' '  Now  well  fitted  for  teaching, 
Mr.  Rosenberger  entered  the  work  of  edu- 
cation and  spent  ten  years  as  an  academic 
teacher,  most  of  the  time  in  Union  high 
school,  a  Friends'  institution  in  Westfield, 
Ind.,  and  it  was  in  that  field  that  he  did 
some  of  his  best  work.     He  was  fresh  from 


his  own  struggle  for  an  education  and  he 
keenly  sympathized  with  every  boy  and 
girl  who  was  trying  to  make  something  of 
himself.  He  inspired  them  with  some  of 
his  own  ambition,  and  by  patience  and  for- 
bearance and  respect  for  the  opinion  of  his 
students,  and  an  absence  of  dogmatism  and 
pedantry,  exerted  a  powerful  and  last- 
ing influence  upon  their  lives.  He  helped 
them  in  every  possible  way,  to  help  them- 
selves, finding  them  places  where  they 
could  earn  their  board,  when  necessary. 

In  1885,  Mr.  Rosenberger  went  to  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich. ,  and  took  the  law  course  in  the 
University  of  Michigan,  graduating  in  1887, 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Wichita,  Kan. ,  where  he 
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remained  three  years,  returning  to  the 
teaching  profession  in  1890  as  president  of 
Penn  college,  the  place  he  now  fills  with 
so  much  credit.  While  in  the  university  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Mr.  Rosenberger  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  being  in  the  classes  of  Presi- 
dent Angell  in  internatiopal  law  and 
history  of  diplomacy,  constitutional  law 
and  history,  under  Judge  Thomas  M. 
Cooley,  and  economics  under  Dr.  Adams. 
His  previous  training  and  mental  equipment 
made  him  a  prominent  figure  in  the  class, 
and  he  was  persuaded  to  act  as  class  his- 
torian, a  duty  requiring  much  labor,  which 
the  class  felt  sure  he  would  perform.  He 
was  known  as  a  plodder  and  one  of  the 
faculty  has  said  of  him  that  **  He  soon  won 
the  good  will  of  his  fellows  by  his  candor 
and  cordiality,  by  his  culture  and  char- 
acter. *'  For  five  years  Mr.  Rosenberger 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Earlham  college,  and  has  twice  been  ap- 
pointed a  representative  from  the  Iowa 
yearly  meeting  of  Friends  to  the  quin- 
quennial conferences  of  Friends  of  America 
held  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis  in  1892  and 
1897.  He  was  a  delegate  from  Iowa  to  the 
national  arbitration  convention  held  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  in  April,  1896.  Presi- 
dent Rosenberger  is  a  member  of  the  re- 
publican party.  He  was  married  Septem- 
ber 5,  1877,  to  Miss  Martha  Ellen  Kendall, 
of  Thorntown,  Ind.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren, Homer  G.,  born  January  17,  1880; 
Ethel  C,  born  July  8,  1882;  Lucile,  born 
March  10,  1885;  Frank  Kendall,  born  Sep- 
tember 18,  1890,  and  Helen,  born  June  23, 
1895. 


BROOKS,  Dr.  James  M.,  is  a  popular 
physician  who  has  resided  in  Newell  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  during  all  but  two 
years  of  the  time  having  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  with  unvary- 
ing success.  He  was  born  in  Harrison- 
viUe,  Meigs  county,  Ohio,  September  13, 
1857.  His  parents  were  natives  of  En- 
gland; his  father  was  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  all-round  money-maker.  The  mother 's 
maiden  name  was  Catherine  Berkley  and 
she  was  a  descendant  of  Governor  Berkley 
of  colonial  fame.  He  attended  the  public 
school  in  the  village  where  he  was  born 
and  afterwards  the  high  school  in  Carthage, 
111.  Having  a  taste  for  business  and  desir- 
ing to  become  proficient  in  those  studies 
which  enter  into  practical  business  life,  he 
entered  one  of  the  principal  business  col- 
leges in  Chicago  and  took  a  course  there. 


Before  entering  upon  his  business  career, 
however,  he  concluded  that  a  professional 
calling  would  be  better  suited  to  him,  so 
he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  Chicago  and  was  graduated 
March  13,  1883.  Two  days  later  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Lyde  J.  Davis,  of  Abing- 
don, 111.,  and  together  they  returned  to 
Newell,  Iowa,  where  Dr.  Brooks  had,  for 
two  years  previous  to  this  time,  made  his 
home.  His  residence  and  practice  in  this 
town  have  been  so  satisfactory  to  himself 
and  to  the  people  there  that  he  has  had  no 
occasion  to  change  his  location.  He  has 
prospered  financially  and  in  a  professional 


way  has  achieved  all  that  he  could  ask. 
He  started  in  with  but  very  little  capital 
beyond  a  well  trained  mind  and  a  sound 
body  and  thorough  professional  prepara- 
tion, and  what  he  has  been  able  to  do  has 
grown  out  of  his  own  natural  ability.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Brooks,  viz.:  Lettie,  born  December  29, 
1883;  Bessie,  born  June  4,  1886,  and  Julian, 
born  October  14,  1894.  On  the  13th  of 
March,  1896,  the  dark  messenger  entered 
the  home  and  took  away  the  wife  and 
mother,  who  had  been  such  an  important 
element  in  the  happiness  and  well  being  of 
that  home.  February  8,  1898,  Dr.  Brooks 
was  again  married  to  Miss  MoUie  E.  Red- 
field,  of  Newell. 
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ELLSWORTH,  Eugene  Stafford,  is 
a  grandson  of  Stukley  Stafford  Ellsworth, 
ot  New  York,  who  is  a  native  of  Otsego 
county  and  became  prominent  in  the  com- 
mercial and  x)olitical  history  of  that  state. 
Orlando  Ellsworth,  the  father  of  Eugene, 
and  his  mother,  Almira  Shaw,  were  reared 
in  Otsego  county,  and  married  there  be- 
fore coming  west  to  Milwaukee  county. 
Wis.,  in  1836.  There  he  occupied  a  promi- 
nent x)osition  and  served  in  the  legislature 
of  1857  and  1858.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
civil  war  he  raised  a  company  of  volunteers 
and  was  chosen  captain.  The  company 
was  assigned  to  the  Twenty- fourth  regi- 
ment of  Wisconsin  volunteers  and  was 
known  as  Company  K.  The  regiment  was 
ordered  to  the  front  in  September,  1862,  as 
a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
Eugene  S.  Ellsworth,  then  a  lad  of  13, 
went  with  them  as  a  drummer  boy.  He 
remained  with  his  company  until  the  hard- 
ships of  the  campaign  broke  down  his 
health  and  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital. 
After  the  close  of  his  military  service  Cap- 
tain Ellsworth  removed  to  Iowa  Palls,  la., 
and  remained  there  until  his  death  in  1872. 

Eugene  attended  school  in  Milwaukee 
county  until  he  went  to  the  front  with  his 
father's  company.  In  1863  he  went  to 
Iowa  Falls  and  engaged  in  hauling  lumber, 
supplies  and  goods  of  all  kinds  from  the 
nearest  railroad  points,  then  Cedar  Falls 
and  Marshalltown,  some  fifty  miles  distant. 
In  1866  he  took  a  course  of  study  at  Baylies 
Commercial  college  in  Dubuque,  and  in 
1870  went  into  the  real  estate  business,  and 
although  the  country  was  new,  he  soon 
built  up  a  fine  business.  In  those  early 
days  he  also  did  a  large  amount  of  loaning 
on  Iowa  farms  for  eastern  investors  and 
still  continues  this  branch  of  the  business, 
which  has  grown  to  colossal  proportions. 
In  twenty-six  years  of  business,  amounting 
to  millions  of  dollars,  he  has  not  met 
with  any  loss.  In  1884  Mr.  L.  E.  Jones, 
who  for  several  years  had  been  his  con- 
fidential clerk,  became  a  partner  in  the 
business,  which  is  still  carried  on  by  the 
firm  of  Ellsworth  &  Jones.  They  have 
offices  in  Iowa  Falls,  Chicago  and  Boston. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  has  always  entertained 
great  faith  in  the  future  of  the  state  of 
Iowa,  which  is  well  demonstrated  by  his 
investments  in  Iowa  real  estate  to  the 
amount  of  many  thousands  of  acres  of 
highly  improved  farming  lands.  These 
farms  are  carried  on  under  his  own  direc- 
tion with  the  aid  of  managers,  and  require 
many  men  to  handle  and  market  their  pro- 


ducts. In  1896  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  chosen 
president  of  the  First  National  bank  of 
Iowa  Palls.  For  several  years  he  was  a 
director  in  the  lines  of  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  railway,  and  for 
some  years  served  as  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Town  Lot  company,  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  towns  on 
the  line  of  that  road.  He  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  this  company,  by 
which  some  thirty  of  the  best  towns  in 
Iowa  were  brought  into  existence. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ellsworth  is  a  republi- 
can and  has  served  as  mayor  of  Iowa  Falls. 


He  has  always  taken  a  strong  interest  in 
educational  matters  and  Ellsworth  college 
at  Iowa  Falls,  established  in  1890,  was 
named  for  him.  It  is  well  known  as  one 
of  the  most  flourishing  institutions  in  the 
state.  He  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity 
in  1878  and  has  takeo  all  the  degrees  up  to 
and  including  the  thirty- second.  In  1887 
he  was  eminent  commander  of  St.  Elmo 
Commandery  No.  48,  Knights  Templars. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and 
the  order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

In  September,  1872,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Hattie  A.  Northrop,  of  Otisville, 
Franklin  county,  Iowa,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Ernest  Orlando,  a  graduate  of 
Shattuck  Military  school,  and  Caroline 
Parsons,  who  is  now  at  Vassar  college. 
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MELENDY,  Peter,  of  Cedar  Palls,  has 
been  for  more  thao  a  third  of  a  century  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  of  the  public  men 
of  Iowa. 

His  father  was  James  Melendy,  who  was  a  native 
of  Amherst,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  born  Octo- 
ber 15,  1791.  He  was  a  breeder  of  fine  stock  and 
a  manufacturer  of  fanning  mills.  He  was  a  whiff 
in  politics,  but  with  strong  anti-slavery  views,  and 
was  active  in  working  for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
He  served  his  country  as  a  gallant  soldier  in  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812;  was  long  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  1822  he  married 
Miss  Susan  Smith,  who  was  a  native  of  Delaware, 
and  with  her  parents  moved  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
the  fall  of  1818.  Her  father  was  Rev.  John  Smith, 
a  Baptist  clergyman.  The  first  ancestors  of  the 
Melendy  family,  of  which  any  record  exists,  was  a 


Spaniard,  Pedro  Melendze,  who  was  appointed  gov- 
ernor of  a  colony  in  Florida,  in  1565.  After  a  life's 
vicissitudes  too  lengthy  for  narration  here,  he 
finally  found  a  home  in  Scotland,  and  from  him 
the  Melendys  have  descended.  William  and  Mrs. 
Standish  Melendy  fled  from  Scotland,  in  1675,  on 
account  of  religious  persecution  and,  settling  in 
Massachusetts,  became  the  founders  of  the  Melendy 
family  in  America.  Thomas,  the  grandfather,  and 
William,  the  great-grandfather  of  Peter  Melendy, 
served  as  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the  revolution. 
His  father,  James  Melendy,  moved  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  in  1814,  where  he  married  Miss  Susan  Smith 
in  1822.  Their  son  Peter  was  born  February  9, 
1823,  and  when  5  years  of  age  accompanied  his 
father  to  the  old  homestead  at  Amherst,  N.  H.,  and 
went  to  school  one  year  in  the  same  schooihouse 
where  his  father  had  attended  when  a  boy.  Upon 
his  return  home  he  attended  private  schools  and 
academies  until  1837,  when  he  entered  Woodward 


college,  where  he  remained  about  three  years.  In 
1840  he  went  into  his  father's  factory  and  learned 
to  manufacture  fanning  mills,  and  assisted  in 
carrying  on  his  father's  farms,  where  breeding  of 
fine  stock  was  a  business.  October  20, 1846,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  F.  Coddington,  daughter  of  Hon. 
William  Coddington,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Three 
years  later  he  purchased  a  farm  near  Cincinnati, 
and  moved  onto  it,  and  in  1855  he  had  so  improved 
it  that  it  took  the  prize  offered  for  the  best  man- 
aged farm  in  the  state.  In  1855  he  helped  to  or- 
ganize the  Iowa  Fine  Stock  Breeding  company, 
with  a  large  capital.  The  company  entered  10,000 
acres  of  land  in  Butler  county,  Iowa,  near  Bear 
Grove.  In  1856  Mr.  Melendy  came  to  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa,  and  purchased  1,080  acres  of  choice  land  in 
the  same  county,  and  placed  upon  it  some  of  his 
best  fine  stock  from  his  Ohio  farm.  In  1857  he 
moved  onto  the  farm.  But  being  remote  from  good 
schools,  church  and  society,  a  year  later  he  moved, 
with  his  family,  back  to  Cedar  Falls  for  a  perma- 
nent home.  In  1850  Mr.  Melendy  and  W.  M.  Mc- 
Coy took  a  contract  to  construct  the  roadbed  for 
a  railroad  from  Cedar  Falls  to  Waverlv,  Iowa;  they 
expended  a  large  amount  of  money  in  the  work, 
but  by  the  failure  of  the  company  before  the  road 
was  completed  they  lost  heavily.  In  1860  in  com- 
pany with  A.  D.  Barnum,  Mr.  Melendy  helped  to 
establish  the  first  implement,  grain  and  produce 
warehouse  in  the  Cedar  valley,  which  grew  into  a 
large  business.  In  1862  Mr.  Melendy  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Kirk  wood,  commissioner  for 
the  state,  to  select  240,000  acres  of  land,  lately 
granted  by  congress  to  Iowa,  for  the  endowment  of 
the  State  Agricultural  college.  There  were  at 
that  time  nearly  6,000,000  acres  of  government 
land  in  the  limits  of  Iowa,  from  which  to  select, 
and,  after  careful  investigation,  with  excellent 
judgment,  Mr.  Melendy  made  the  selections  which 
have  brought  to  the  State  college  an  ample  in- 
come. In  1863  and  1864  Mr.  Melendy  was  also,  by 
appointment  of  Governor  Kirkwood,  made  the  agent 
of  Iowa  at  Washington  for  proving  up  the  swamp 
lands  of  the  various  counties.  In  1864  he  was 
chosen  secretary  and  superintendent  of  the  State 
Agricultural  college.  He  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  in  1865,  United  States  marshal  for 
Iowa.  When  President  Johnson  abandoned  the 
party  that  elected  him,  and  sought  to  build  up  a 
new  personal  party,  he  removed  Mr.  Melendy  and 
nearly  all  of  the  Iowa  federal  officials  who  refused 
to  ally  themselves  with  the  Johnson  party.  Mr. 
Melendy  was  one  of  the  projectors  and  early  officers 
of  the  Iowa  Central  Railroad  company.  In  1871 
President  Grant  reappointed  Mr.  Melendy  to  his 
old  position  of  United  States  marshal,  from  which 
he  had  been  removed  by  Andrew  Johnson,  in  1865, 
which  position  he  held  for  four  years,  performing 
its  responsible  duties  with  tidelity  and  ability. 
After  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  Mr.  Me- 
lendy was  very  active  in  raising  troops  to  defend 
the  union.  In  September,  1861,  he  was  commis- 
sioned by  Governor  Kirkwood,  to  enlist  volunteers 
for  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  infantry.  He  procured 
nearly  men  enough  to  make  two  companies  for  that 
regiment.  He  served  for  some  time  as  quarter- 
master for  the  troops  stationed  at  Cedar  Falls,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  war  progressed,  and  assisted  in 
organizing  the  militia  of  Black  Hawk  county  by 
direction  of  Adjutant-General  Baker.  Gov.  S.  J. 
Kirkwood,  in  a  letter  to  him  under  date  of  Decem- 
ber 10,  1890,  said  this:  **I  take  great  pleasure  in 
saying  that  Mr.  Peter  Melendy,  in  war  times, 
rendered  me  and  our  state  very  valuable  servioe  in 
raising,  organizing  and  placing  in  the  field  many 
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of  our  soldiers,  in  whom  we  all  took  such  pride,  and  in 
caring  for  their  welfare  when  within  his  reach,  in 
doing  the  work. to  which  he  was  assigned.*'  In 
1865  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  location 
of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans'  home  at  Cedar  Falls,  of 
which  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
He  was  one  of  ten  citizens  of  that  town  to  pur- 
chase forty  acres  of  land  upon  which  the  home  was 
located,  and  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  Sbate 
Normal  school.  In  1864  Mr.  Melendy  was  one  of 
the  delegates  from  Iowa  to  the  national  republican 
convention  which  renominated  Abraham  Lincoln 
for  president,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  sent  to 
Washington  to  notify  the  president  of  the  action  of 
the  convention.  That  was  a  mission  of  which  Mr. 
Melendy  has  always  felt  proud.  He  was  in  Wash- 
ington and  witnessed  the  second  inauguration  of 
the  great  president  who  was  so  soon  to  fill  a  martyr's 
grave.  In  1867  Mr.  Melendy  was  named  among  the 
men  from  whom  the  next  governor  of  Iowa,  was 
likely  to  be  chosen,  but  he  declined  to  be  a  candi- 
date. He  was  chairman  of  the  republican  state 
central  committee,  and  under  his  direction  of  the 
the  campaign,  Iowa  gave  an  overwhelming  majority 
for  General  Grant  for  president  in  1868.  He  was  a 
delegate  at  large  from  Iowa  to  the  Chicago  national 
convention  which  had  placed  Grant  and  Colfax  in 
nomination  that  year.  Mr.  Melendy  was  for  many 
years  a  director  of  the  State  Agricultural  society, 
and  served  as  vice-president,  treasurer  and  marshal, 
and  was  for  five  years  its  president,  serving  a  longer 
period  than  anv  president  before  or  since.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Iowa  Agricul- 
tural college  for  fourteen  years,  doing  invaluable 
service  in  organizing  and  building  up  that  great 
State  college.  He  was,  in  1866,  appointed  to  serve 
with  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  Lieut.- 
Gov.  B.  F.  Gue,  to  visit  other  industrial  colleges  of 
the  country,  formulate  and  report  a  plan  for  the  or- 
ganization of  our  college,  and  finally  to  select  suit- 
able persons  to  constitute  the  faculty.  They  served 
three  years  on  this  important  mission,  and  their 
action  met  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  trus- 
tees, both  in  the  plan  of  organization  proposed,  and 
the  choice  of  Hon.  A.  S.  Welch,  for  president, 
and  of  other  members  of  the  faculty. 

Mr.  Melendy  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  horti- 
culture, and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
State  Horticultural  society.  He  has  served  many 
years  as  agricultural'  editor  of  the  Cedar  Falls 
papers,  and  was  for  a  lonff  time  a  regular  writer 
for  the  Ohio  Farmer,  He  became  associated,  in 
1873,  with  A.  D.  Barnum  and  D.  C.  Overman,  in 
railroad  building.  They  constructed  the  Burling- 
ton, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  railway  from  Water- 
loo to  Cedar  Falls,  and  also  built  a  large  elevator  at 
Cedar  Falls.  In  1877  Mr.  Melendy  was  associated 
with  parties  in  building  fifteen  miles  of  railroad  on 
a  line  from  Chicago  towards  Muscatine.  In  1879 
he  received  the  appointment  of  agent  for  the  quar- 
termaster's department  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  adjudication  of  claims  arising  out  of  the  war. 
His  field  was  in  Tennessee,  where  he  served  until 
1886.  It  would  take  a  volume  to  record  the  im- 
portant work  done  by  Mr.  Melendy  during  his  more 
than  forty  years  of  busy  life  in  Iowa.  Endowed  with 
good  health,  unbounded  energy,  fine  ability,  and 
broad  liberality,  he  has  for  almost  half  a  century 
been  one  of  the  conspicuous  public  men  of  the 
state.  In  all  his  varied  occupations  and  public 
positions  he  has  won  warm  and  abiding  friends,  and 
the  sincere  respect  of  the  people  who  know  him 
best. 

His  first  wife  died  at  Cedar  Falls,  August  6, 
1867,  at   the   age   of   38,    leaving   two   children. 


Charles  B.,  born  May  15,  1848,  and  Luetta  Isabella, 
born  January  19,  1852.  In  1868,  Mr.  Melendy  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Mary  A.  McFarland,  daughter  of  ex- 
Senator  T.  W.  Woolson,  at  Mt  Pleasant.  She  is  a 
sister  of  Judge  John  S.  Woolson,  of  the  United 
States  district  court. 

Mr.  Melendy  has  been  an  active  and  prominent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  all  of  his 
mature  life.  Now  in  the  evening  of  a  Ions:,  busy 
and  useful  career,  his  old  neigh lx>rs  keep  him  in 
the  mayor's  office  of  the  city  he  has  served  so  well, 
in  various  ways,  for  almost  half  a  century. 


EDMUNDSON,  Mr.  James  Depew  is  a 
native  of  Iowa.  He  was  born  on  the  23d 
day  of  November,  1838,  on  a  farm  near  the 
city  of  Burlington,  and  has  spent  the 
whole  of  his  life  in  his  native  state. 


His  father,  William  Edmundson,  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  an- 
cestors having  settled  in  Virginia  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  He  was  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers, having  settled  in  the  territory  of  Iowa  in 
1836,  and  lived  in  the  state  until  his  death,  in  1862. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizing  officers  of  Mahaska 
county,  and  a  member  of  the  First  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  state. 

His  mother,  Priscilla  Depew,  was  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  was  a  member  of  a  Huguenot  family 
of  that  name,  which  was  driven  from  France  at  the 
time  of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  by 
Louis  XIV,  and  which  settled  in  America  soon 
afterwards. 

When  Mr.  Edmundson  was  about  6  years  of  age, 
his  mother  having  died,  his  father  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  removed  to  Oskalooea,  where  he 
tirst  attended  private  schools,  afterwards  attending 
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the  normal  school  located  in  that  city,  and  finish- 
ings his  school  days  at  an  academy  in  Newton,  Iowa. 
Soon  after  leaving:  school  he  returned  to  Oskaloosa 
and  entered  the  law  office  of  the  Hon  William  H. 
Seerers,  afterwards  and  for  many  years  a  judcfe  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  state,  as  a  law  student, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  I860,  by  the  late  ex- 
Gov.  William  M.  Stone,  then  presiding^  judgre  of  the 
district.  In  the  meantime,  and  while  a  law  student, 
he  was  elected  a  page  of  the  Eighth  General  As- 
sembly of  the  state,  where  he  gained  his  first 
knowledge  of  public  affairs,  and  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  many  leading  men,  which  proved 
of  great  benefit  to  him  in  after  years. 

Soon  af  ber  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  removed 
to  Glen  wood  and  associated  himself,  uader  the 
firm  name  of  Hale  &  Edmundson,  with  his  old 
friend  and  schoolmate,  the  Hon.  William  Hale, 
afterwards  governor  of  Wyoming  territory,  in  the 
practice  of  law  and  the  transaction  of  a  general  real 
estate  business.  He  remained  here  until  the  spring 
of  1866,  when  he  removed  to  Council  Bluffs  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  the  Hon.  D.  C.  Bloomer, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bloomer  &  Edmundson. 
The  firm  conducted  a  real  estate  business  in  con- 
nection with  the  practice  of  law,  until  the  spring 
of  1870,  when  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent 

Mr.  Edmundson,  then  discontinued  the  practice 
of  his  profession  and  devoted  his  time  and  atten- 
tion exclusively  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real 
estate.  In  this  business  he  covered  a  wide  field,  hav- 
ing correspondents  by  the  hundreds  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  For  about  twenty  years  thereafter  he 
was  thus  actively  employed,  and  these  were  the 
years  of  his  greatest  business  activity. 

He  never  dealt  largely  in  city  property,  but 
early  began  making  investments  in  farm  lands  in 
Pottawattamie  and  other  counties  of  western  Iowa. 
In  these  operations  be  was  remarkably  successful, 
and  still  owns  large  tracts  of  land  throughout  the 
western  part  of  the  state,  which  have  become  very 
valuable. 

As  the  years  went  by  he  began  to  turn  his  at- 
tention to  new  modes  of  investment,  and  in  1877, 
was  infiuential  in  the  organization  of  the  Savings, 
Loan  and  Building  association,  of  Council  Bluffs,  one 
of  the  most  useful  and  prosperous  associations  of 
this  kind  in  the  country. 

About  the  same  time  he  became  quite  largely  in- 
terested in  banking,  and  in  1882  united  with  other 
citizens  of  Council  Bluffs  in  the  organization  of 
the  Citizens  bank,  the  title  of  which  was  after- 
wards changed  to  that  of  the  Citizens  State  bank 
of  Council  Bluffs,  and  became  its  largest  stock- 
holder and  first  president,  which  position  he  held 
until  January,  1899,  when  the  Citizens  State  bank 
was  consolidated  with  the  First  National  bank  of 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  the  new  organization  retaining 
the  title  of  the  First  National  bank,  and  Mr.  E^d- 
mundson  continuing  to  hold  the  position  of  presi- 
dent. 

He  is  also  a  large  stockholder  and  director  in 
the  State  Savings  bank,  of  Council  Bluffs,  and  the 
Sioux  Valley  State  bank,  of  Correction vi lie,  Iowa, 
and  a  stockholder  in  the  Atlantic  National  bank,  of 
Atlantic,  Iowa,  and  the  Bankers  National  bank  of 
Chicago,  besides  being  interested  as  a  stockholder 
in  the  Pioneer  Implement  companv  and  the  Empkie- 
Shugart  Hardware  company,  both  of  Council 
Bluffs.  He  does  not,  however,  give  to  any  of  these 
corporations  his  personal  attention,  preferring  to 
take  life  more  quietly,  and,  while  looking  after  the 
management  of  his  ample  fortune,  to  employ  him- 
self in  pursuits  more  congenial  to  his  tastes. 


Mr.  Edmundson  is  an  independent  thinker,  and 
looks  carefully  into  the  current  questions  of  the 
day.  He  is  a  great  reader,  and  has  gathered 
about  him  a  handsome  library,  in  which  he  spends 
much  of  his  time. 

He  is  not  a  great  lover  of  fiction,  although  quite 
familiar  with  the  leading  writers  in  that  depart- 
ment of  literature,  but  rather  gives  his  attention 
to  historical  works,  and  those  dealing  with  abstruse 
questions  of  modern  research. 

Being  a  lover  of  books,  it  was  quite  natural  that 
he  should  and  did  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
establishment  of  a  free  public  library  in  Council 
Bluffs,  of  which  he  has  for  many  years  been  an 
active  and  efficient  trustee. 

M  r .  Ed  mundson  's  first  presidential  vote  was  given 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  has  adhered  stCMAdily 
to  the  republican  faith  through  all  subsequent 
years,  and  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the 
political  action  of  his  party,  giving  freely  of  his 
means  to  advance  its  success,  often  attending 
political  conventions,  and  in  various  ways  aiding  in 
the  election  of  its  candidates.  He  has,  however, 
never  sought  office,  having  been  too  closeW 
enga£[ed,  until  recent  years,  in  the  care  of  his  busi- 
ness; leaving  to  others  the  honors  and  emoluments 
of  official  li&. 

In  addition  to  his  other  holdings,  he  is  now  one 
of  the  stockholders  in  and  a  director  of  the  New 
Nonpareil  company,  publishers  of  the  DaUy  N<m^ 
pareilf  the  leading  republican  newspaper  in  western 
Iowa. 

For  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  Mr.  Edmund- 
son has  been  quite  a  traveler,  and  has  visited  every 
state  and  territory  in  the  union,  including  Alaska, 
and  has  also  traveled  extensively  in  Europe. 

In  his  journey  in  gs  through  Europe  he  has 
traveled  to  the  extreme  north  and  looked  at  the 
midnight  sun  from  the  North  Cape,  the  northern- 
most point  of  Norway,  and  has,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  visited  every  other  country  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Edmundson  has  given  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  ethical  questions,  but  has  never  united  with 
any  religious  denomination.  He  gives  freely,  how- 
ever, toward  their  support,  and  usually  attends  the 
Congregational  church,  having  been  the  treasurer 
of  that  organization  in  Council  Bluffs,  for  seventeen 
years,  resigning  that  position  only  about  two  years 
ago.  He  related  to  the  writer  the  remarkable  fact 
that  during  the  whole  period  of  his  holding  that 
office  he  only  failed  a  few  times,  perhaps  not  more 
than  half  a  dozen  in  all,  to  pay  the  pastor  in 
charge  his  regular  salary  when  it  became  due. 
Such  examples  of  remarkable  promptness  in  reli- 
gious corporations  are  believed  to  oe  exceedingly 
rare. 

Mr.  Edmundson  has  no  children.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Jennie  Hart,  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  W.  Hart,  a 
prominent  physician  of  Council  Bluffs.  She  was  a 
woman  of  excellent  attainments,  both  in  mind  and 

Kerson.  They  were  married  in  May,  1871,  and 
Irs.  Edmundson  passed  away  in  February,  1890.  A 
noble  monument  erected  to  her  memory  by  Mr. 
Edmundson,  stands  in  Walnut  Hill  cemetery. 

He  was  again  married  on  the  Ist  day  of  January, 
1894,  to  Mrs.  Laura  Barclay  Kirby,  and  spent  the 
most  of  the  following  year,  with  his  wife,  in  Europe. 

The  above  leading  incidents  of  Mr.  Edmundson*s 
life  show  him  to  to,  emphatically  a  self-made 
man.  Like  many  other  western  boys,  he  started 
out  to  make  a  place  for  himself  in  the  busy  world, 
and  he  has  nobly  succeeded. 

He  has  accumulated  an  ample  competence,  and 
has   gained   the   esteem   and   confidence   of  the 
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people  among  whom  he  has  spent  more  than  half  of 
his  life.  And  all  this  he  has  accomplished  by  care- 
ful attention  to  business,  bj  strict  honesty  and  fair 
dealing  in  all  his  transactions,  and  by  the  exercise 
of  prudence  and  a  rare  good  judgment,  which 
never  fails  him. 

He  is  genial  and  pleasant  in  his  manners,  an 
interesting^  eonversationalist,  and  a  friend  who  will 
never  fail  in  the  hour  of  severest  trial. 


THOMPSON,  Col.  James  Knox  Polk, 
of  Rock  Rapids,  Iowa,  was  bom  near  Carey, 
Ohio,  August  21,  1845. 

His  father,  Matthew  Thompson,  who  was  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  was  born  at  Head  Elk. 
Cecil  county,  Md.,  January  8,  1781.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Isaac  Thompson,  and  paternal  sn^nd- 
mother,  Sarah  Bell,  were  native  of  Belfort,  Ireland, 
where  they  were  married  and  where  their  first  son, 
Thomas  Cruse  Thompson,  was  born.  Both  the 
Thompson  and  Bell  families  were  related  to  the 
famous  Lord  Thomas  Cruse,  who  was  compelled  to 
flee  the  country  for  his  participation  in  the  revolu- 
tion of  1798.  He  sought  an  a8ylum_in  the  United 
States,  where  he  died  soon  after.  ~  His  mother, 
Martha  Spaulding  Thompson,  was  a  daughter  of 
Abel  Spaulding,  who  served  with  distinction  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  through  her  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  A  qui! a  Chase,  who  settled  in  New- 
berry, Mass.,  in  1640,  and  is  therefore  closely  re- 
lated to  Bishop  Philander  Chase  (1775-1852)  and 
Salmon  P.  Chase  (1808-1873),  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

He  first  attended  school  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in 
Ohio,  where  everything  was  of  the  rudest  and  most 
primitive  character.  His  education  was  carefully 
superintended  by  his  mother,  who  was  a  prominent 
educator  of  her  time,  to  whom  he  went  to  school 
for  several  years.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  November, 
1857,  and  settled  in  Clayton  county,  then  a  sparsely 
populated  frontier  county.  The  trip  from  Ohio 
was  made  in  a  covered  wagon  and  consumed  more 
than  forty  days.  In  the  year  1869  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law  under  the  tutorage  of  S.  T.  Wood- 
ward, of  Elkader,  while  carrying  on  his  regular 
farm  work,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May, 
1873,  and  soon  thereafter  removed  to  his  present 
location.  In  June  of  that  year  he  opened  the  first 
law  office  in  Lyon  county.  He  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  practice  until  1893,  and  was  conspicuous 
In  all  the  prominent  cases  litigated  in  that  section. 
His  business  was  not  confined  to  that  county  alone, 
but  extended  to  adjoining  counties,  and  his  col- 
lections covered  a  radius  of  more  than  100  miles. 
He  was  counsel  for  the  board  of  supervisors  during 
the  stirring  period  of  the  defalcation  of  the  treas- 
urer of  the  county,  during  the  settlement  of  which 
scenes  having  the  smack  of  life  in  the  woolly  west 
were  enacted.  In  1876  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother,  T.  C.  Thompson,  and  the  same 
was  continued  until  1880,  when  it  was  dissolved  by 
mutual  consent.  He  organized  the  Lyon  County 
bank  in  1877  under  the  style  of  J.  K  P.  Thompson 
&  Co.  The  bank  was  reorganized  in  1889,  and  the 
capital  increased  to  $25,000,  with  Hon.  William 
Larrabee  and  others  as  special  partners,  and  O.  P. 
Miller  as  general  partner.  The  capital  stock  was 
increased  from  time  to  time  until  it  reached  its 
present  amount,  $100,000.  Mr.  Larrabee  retired 
in  1893,  the  interest  of  the  other  special  partners 
having  been  previously  purchased  by  the  general 
partners.    He  enlisted  August  18, 1862,  as  a  musi- 


cian in  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Iowa  volunteers, 
and  served  throughout  the  war  with  as  much  dis- 
tinction as  comes  to  the  average  soldier.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  following  battles:  HartsviUe, 
the  running  of  the  blockade  at  Vicksburg,  bom- 
bardment of  Grand  Gulf,  Port  Gibson,  was  in 
the  forefront  when  the  pickets  were  fired  upon. 
Champion  Hill,  the  charge  at  Black  River 
Bridge,  assault  and  siege  of  Vicksburg,  when 
he  was  under  fire  for  forty  days  and  nights.  He 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  assault  on  the  works 
of  Vicksburg,  and  was  at  the  time  within  a  few 
feet  of  his  commander,  General  McClernand.  After 
the  surrender  of  the  city,  he  was  sent  to  Jefferson 
barracks  hospital,  and  rejoined  his  regiment  at 
Matagorda  Bay  the  February  following.  He  also 
participated  in  the  Mobile  campaign,  was  in  the 
siege  and  assault  o?  Ft.  Blakely  and  Spanish  Fort, 
the  surrender  of  Mobile  and  the  capture  of  Kirby 
Smith,  having  taken  part  in  seven  hard-fought 
battles,  and  participated  in  the  most  noted  cam- 
paign of  this  or  any  other  age. 


He  is  a  charter  member  of  Dunlap  Post  No.  147, 
Department  of  Iowa,  G.  A.  R.,  which  he  was  in- 
strumental in  having  named  after  his  lieutenant- 
colonel,  who  was  killed  while  gallantly  leading  his 
command  on  the  works  of  Vicksburg.  He  is  past 
commander  of  his  post,  and  past  commander  De- 
partment of  Iowa,  G.  A.  R.,  having  served  in  that 
capacity  during  the  years  of  1895-6.  He  also  served 
on  the  staff  of  Commander-in-chief  Vezy,  and  as 
aid  of  several  commanders  of  Iowa.  He  was  ap- 
pointed lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Iowa  national 
guard  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Larrabee,  again  on 
that  of  Governor  Jackson,  and  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  colonel  by  Governor  Drake  in  February,  1896, 
which  rank  he  now  holds. 

His  father  was  an  old-line  democrat,  but  the  son 
did  not  embrace  the  faith  of  the  father.  He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  a  republican,  and  has  several  times 
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managed  with  consummate  skill  the  campaigns 
of  his  county  as  chairman  of  the  central  committee. 
He  was  elected  recorder  of  the  county  in  1875,  and 
held  the  office  for  one  term,  although  he  had  been 
in  actual  charge  of  the  office  since  1873,  and  was  at 
one  time  in  charge  of  all  the  county  offices.  He 
was  nominated  for  the  office  of  representative  by 
the  republicans  of  the  Seventieth  district,  and  was 
defeated  by  Hon.  William  Barrett,  the  democratic 
nominee,  by  only  a  few  votes.  There  were  only 
thirty- three  votes  cast  against  him  in  his  own 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  all  the  Masonic  orders, 
past  eminent  commander,  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  a  Son  of  the  American  Revolution. 
In  nearly  all  of  these  orders  he  holds  high  official 
positions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  a  trustee  of  Iowa  college.  He  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  Vicksburg  Na- 
tional Military  park,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
provisional  board  of  directors  of  the  organization 
from  the  beginning. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Celestia  A.  Fobep,  at 
Elkader,  Iowa,  November  18,  1869,  who  is  also  of 
revolutionary  ancestry;  her  great  grandfather 
served  with  great  valor  in  the  revolutionary  war. 
They  have  three  children,  two  daughters  and  one 
son:  Lily  Foster  Thompson  Parker,  Leta  May 
Thompson  and  Hoyt  Fobes  Thompson.  They  are 
all  graduates  of  the  Rock  Rapids  high  school. 
The  older  daughter  was  a  student  atCk)rnell  college. 
The  second  daughter  graduated  from  Iowa  college, 
where  the  son  is  now  a  student.  He  will  soon 
enter  Princeton. 

Ck)lonel  Thompson  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  development  of  northwestern  Iowa,  and 
especially  with  Lyon  county,  having  become  a 
resident  thereof  a  few  months  after  its  organiza- 
tion, and  has  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  its  settle- 
ment. He  bore  evidence  of  his  faith  in  its  future 
by  large  investments  in  her  rich  soil,  and  by 
tenaciously  clinging  thereto.  The  rebult  more 
than  justified  his  faith. 


WILL,  Frederick  J.,  of  Eagle  Grove, 
Iowa,  is  a  true  representative  of  the  active 
and  progressive  medical  profession  of  the 
state.  He  is  not  only  a  well-known  and 
successful  physician  and  surgeon,  but  well 
known  throughout  the  political  circles  of 
the  state,  having  always  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  republican 
party. 

He  is  an  Iowa  man,  having  been  born  in 
Story  county,  Iowa,  June  11,  1859.  His 
father,  James  S.  Will,  is  a  native  of  New- 
market, Va.  The  doctor's'  mother  was 
Miss  Kate  Berlin,  also  of  Virginia.  Her 
brother,  George  W.  Berlin,  was  one  of  the 
original  signers  of  the  articles  of  secession 
of  Virginia. 

In  1873  Dr.  Will  entered  the  Agricultural 
college  at  Ames,  Iowa,  where  he  was  a 
student  until  1876,  when  he  was  appointed 
a  cadet  midshipman  in  the  United  States 
navy.  He  spent  three  years  in  the  Naval 
academy  at  Annapolis,  Md.  Resigning  his 
position  at  the  end  of  the  three  years,  he 


returned  to  Iowa  and  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  graduating  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Iowa  State  university  in 
1883,  when  he  began  the  practice  of  med- 
icine at  Jewell  Junction.  He  afterwards 
located  in  Eagle  Grove  in  1885,  where  he 
has  been  ever  since. 

The  doctor  is  a  self-educated  man.  He 
was  a  successful  teacher  and  thus  acquired 
the  means  to  complete  his  education.  He 
is  prominent  in  several  of  the  fraternal 
orders,  being  a  member  of  the  Masons,  Odd 
Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Modem 
Woodmen.  In  June,  1897,  Dr.  Will  was 
elected    head    physician    of    the    Modern 


Woodmen  at  the  state  camp  held  in  Du- 
buque. The  competition  was  strong,  but 
the  doctor  had  the  most  friends.  He  is  the 
district  surgeon  of  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western railway;  is  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  association.  National  Associa- 
tion of  Railway  Surgeons,  Iowa  State  Asso- 
ciation of  Railway  Surgeons,  and  of  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  association. 

He  was  an  alternate  delegate  from  the 
Third  district  to  the  republican  national 
convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1896,  and  was  an 
earnest  supporter  of  William  B.  Allison  for 
president. 

Dr.  Will  has  two  brothers,  Arthur  Lee 
Will,  a  successful  business  man  located  at 
Salina,  Kan.,   and  Harry    Clayton    Will, 
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a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Medical  college, 
and  now  practicing  in  Chicago. 

Dr.  WUl  is  a  man  who  holds  the  high 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  influential  men  of  his  town  and 
county. 


DINGLE Y,  Prank,  Sr.,  of  Algona,  was 
bom  in  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
year  1829.  He  is  the  son  of  Warren  Ding- 
ley,  a  sailor  during  his  early  and  middle 
life.  He  first  went  to  sea  from  Boston 
harbor,  at  the  age  of  12  years,  as  a  cabin 
boy  of  the  ship  *  *  Three  Brothers,  * '  of  which 
his  father  was  part  owner  and  commander. 
Before  he  became  of  age  he  made  a  voyage 
around  the  world.  He  later  became  sailing 
master  of  the  **  Walk-in-the- Water, "  the 
first  steamboat  that  plowed  the  lakes.  Gen- 
eral Lafayette,  during  his  last  visit  to  the 
United  States,  took  passage  with  him  from 
Buffalo,  and  through  the  upper  lakes. 
While  thus  employed  he  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  from  the  Holland  Land  company  in 
Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y.  and  there  reared 
his  family  of  eight  children.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  present  Mr.  Dingley's  mother 
was  Anne  Patterson.  She  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  removed  with  her  parents  to 
western  New  York  when  but  12  years  of 
age.  She  acquired  an  education,  which 
at  that  early  time  fitted  her  for  the  avoca- 
tion of  teacher,  and  for  several  years  prior 
to  her  marriage,  in  1821,  taught  in  the  vil- 
lage and  district  schools  in  Chautauqua 
county.  The  ancestors  on  the  paternal 
side  were  Euglish,  and  the  coat  of  arms  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Dingley.  Ex- 
Gov.  Nelson  Dingley,  of  Maine,  now  a 
member  of  congress,  and  famous  as  the 
author  of  the  Dingley  tariff  bill,  and  the 
late  Dr.  Amasa  Dingley,  of  New  York,  are 
among  the  more  notable  members  of  this 
family.  On  the  maternal  side  may  be 
mentioned  ex- Governor  Patterson,  of  New 
York.  In  a  work  prepared  by  him  that 
branch  is  traced  back  to  the  time  of  the  set- 
tlement of  the  colony  at  Massachusetts  bay, 
and  indirectly  to  the  settlement  at  Flat- 
bush,  Ireland,  by  the  Scotch,  centuries 
ago. 

Prank  Dingley,  Sr.,  was  the  youngest  of 
three  brothers  in  a  family  of  eight  children, 
and  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  parents 
\mtil  21  years  of  age.  Among  the  compan- 
ions of  his  early  school  days,  in  the  little 
red  schoolhouse  of  Chautauqua  county, 
were  General  Schofield,  late  commander  of 
the  United  States  army,  his  brother,  Rev. 


James  Schofield,  Col.  George  Camp  and 
Hon.  H.  C  Waite,  all  of  whom  became 
noted  in  after  life.  He  came  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  in  1854,  then  to  Jamestown,  a  mining 
camp  in  Grant  county.  Wis.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  lead  mining.  In  this  he  was  not 
successful,  and  the  following  spring  went 
to  work  on  his  uncle's  farm,  having  leased 
it  in  company  with  his  cousin,  George  Pat- 
terson, and,  having  a  good  contract,  to- 
gether with  a  bountiful  crop  and  good 
prices,  their  agricultural  operations  were 
very  profitable.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he 
went  on  the  road  for  the  Eagle  Reaper 
company,  and  in  that,  too,  he  was  highly 


successful,  so  that  at  the  end  of  one  year 
he  was  able  to  open  a  general  store  at 
Georgetown,  Wis.  Here  he  remained  for  a 
year,  when  the  hard  times  which  still 
linger  in  the  minds  of  the  older  citizens 
came  on,  and  the  business  was  disposed  of. 
Going  thence  to  Alabama  he  soon  became 
convinced  that  the  south  was  no  place  for 
a  northern  man,  and  his  stay  there  was  of 
short  duration.  He  was  married  at  Old 
Windham,  Conn.,  in  August,  1859,  to  Miss 
Harriet  C.Williams,  a  native  of  Willimantic. 
They  have  had  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Shortly  after  the  mar- 
riage they  returned  to  Wisconsin,  where 
they  remained  for  five  years,  then  removed 
to  his  early  home  in  New  York.     In  the 
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spring  of  1879  he  again  came  west,  locating 
this  time  at  Masonville,  Delaware  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  general 
merchandise  business.  On  the  death  of  his 
eldest  son  he  disposed  of  his  interest  there 
and  returned  to  Wisconsin,  but  after  two 
years  became  dissatisfied  and  removed  to 
Algona,  his  present  residence,  and  has 
since  formed  a  partnership  with  his  son-in- 
law,  J.  L.  Donohoe,  in  the  real  estate,  loan 
and  insurance  business.  After  extended 
travel  all  over  the  United  States  he  is 
firmly  grounded  in  the  belief  that  of  all 
that  is  good  Iowa  furnishes  the  best.  His 
son,  Frank  W. ,  is  a  successful  druggist  in 
Algona. 


LAW,  Robert,  manager  of  the  Burling- 
ton &  Northwestern  and  Burlington  &  West- 


ern Railway  companies,  is  a  resident  of  Bur- 
lington, and  has  grown  up  in  the  railroad 
business,  which  he  has  followed  since  the 
age  of  12  years.  His  father,  Robert  Law, 
was  a  steamboat  captain  on  Lake  Erie,  and 
was  drowned  in  a  gale  at  the  age  of  25, 
while  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Wave.  The 
family  lived  in  Hamilton,  Canada.  John 
Law,  his  grandfather,  was  also  a  seafaring 
man,  who  came  from  England  to  Canada  in 
his  old  age  and  settled  on  a  farm,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death.  His  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Deborah  Elliott.  Their  son, 
Robert  Law,  was  married  to  Eliza  M.  Mc- 
Nalage.  She  was  born  in  Port  Hope, 
Canada  West,  and  married  at  the  age  of  17. 
Their  son  Robert  was  born  in  Port   Hope, 


Canada,  May  26,  1850.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband,  when  Robert  was  only  8 
months  old,  she  moved  to  New  York, 
where  she  remained  for  several  years, 
going  from  there  to  western  Nebraska, 
where  she  now  resides.  Her  mother  *s 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Baxter,  bom  in 
London,  England,  and  married  Mr.  Mc- 
Nalage,  who  was  associated  with  his  uncle 
in  a  silk  store  in  London. 

Robert  Law  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York,  and  earned 
his  livelihood  during  the  summer  on  a 
farm,  when  a  small  boy.  When  he  was 
12  years  old  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Railroad  com- 
pany, now  a  part  of  the  Erie  system,  re- 
maining with  that  company  in  the  track 
department  four  years,  until  the  winter  of 
1866,  when  he  accepted  service  with  the 
track  department  of  the  Union  Pacific,  and 
was  afterwards  advanced  to  division  road- 
master,  general  roadmaster,  division  super- 
intendent, and  finally  to  general  superin- 
tendent. He  resigned  the  latter  position 
at  Cheyenne,  Wyo. ,  in  the  fall  of  1882  to 
take  charge  of  the  Burlington  lines  in  Mis- 
souri, headquarters  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where 
he  remained  four  years,  afterwards  accept- 
ing service  with  the  Northern  Pacific  at 
Livingston,  Mont.,  as  division  superintend- 
ent, and  was  later  promoted  to  the  position 
of  assistant  general  manager,  headquarters 
at  Helena,  Mont.  He  subsequently  became 
manager  of  the  Montana  Union,  with 
headquarters  in  Butte.  A  few  years  later 
he  took  the  management  of  the  Chicago 
Railway  Transfer  association,  which  he 
held  for  several  years,  until  its  dissolution 
in  December,  1893,  when  he  immediately 
returned  to  the  Burlington  system  as  man- 
ager of  the  Burlington  &  Northwestern  and 
Burlington  &  Western  lines. 

Mr.  Law  ranks  with  the  leading  railroad 
managers  of  the  west,  possessing  energy, 
acumen,  knowledge  of  human  nature  in 
combination  with  fine  executive  and  gen- 
eral business  ability.  He  is  a  staunch  re- 
publican, never  having  voted  any  other 
ticket;  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Mr. 
Law  married  during  the  summer  of  1873 
Miss  Rozette  C.  Michael,  and  to  that  union 
there  have  come  four  children.  The  two 
eldest,  Robert  and  Morell,  completed  their 
college  education  in  the  University  of 
Chicago.  The  third,  Leonore,  is  a  student 
of  Mrs.  Loring*s  Private  school,  2535 
Prairie  avenue,  Chicago,  and  the  youngest, 
George,  is  with  his  parents  in  Burlington. 
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MUSSER,  Richard,  of  Muscatine,  one 
of  the  pioneer  lumbermen  of  Iowa,  was  a 
native  of  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  and  was 
born  in  Adamstown  on  the  15th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1819.  His  parents  were  Peter 
and  Elizabeth  (Adams)  Musser,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
was  born  in  Berks  county  and  was  of  Swiss 
origin,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster county  and  was  of  Scotch- English 
descent.  He  received  a  common  school 
education,  and  began  his  business  career 
as  a  merchant's  clerk,  and  on  attaining 
manhood  engaged  in  the  tanning  and 
leather  business  in  Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill 
county,  until  October,  1854,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  Iowa.  The  first  year  Mr.  Musser 
spent  at  Iowa  City,  and  in  1855  located  at 
Muscatine,  where  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother  and  Mr.  Edward  Hoch  in 
the  lumber  business,  the  firm  being  known 
as  Hoch  &  Musser.  The  partnership  was 
for  a  term  of  three  years  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  Mr.  Hoch  retired,  and  the 
business  was  continued  under  the  firm 
ni^me  of  R.  Musser  &  Co.  Various  changes 
in  the  firm  occurred,  until  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Musser  Lumber  company  in 
1871. 

In  1849,  at  Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill 
county,  Pa.,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Richard 
Musser  and  Miss  Sarah  Filbert,  daughter 
of  Peter  Filbert  of  that  place,  was  cele- 
brated. In  less  than  a  year  after  her  mar- 
riage, Mrs.  Musser  died,  and  about  five 
years  later  Mr.  Musser,  who  was  then  in 
business  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  returned  to 
Pine  Grove,  Pa.,  and  on  March  15,  1855, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Berger.  Nine  children  were 
bom  of  this  union,  of  whom  those  now  liv- 
ing are  William,  residing  in  Iowa  City; 
Suzanne,  Kathryn,  Grace,  Gertrude  and 
Liinda,  living  in  Muscatine. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Musser  was  a  whig  in 
political  sentiment,  but  on  the  dissolution 
of  the  old  party  he  joined  the  infant  re- 
publican party,  which  has  since  become 
nistoric  in  the  annals  of  the  nation. 

He  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education,  and  served  nine  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Muscatine  school  board.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  city  council  and 
served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  the  city,  first 
in  1874  and  again  in  1878.  He  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  leading 
manufacturing  industry  of  Muscatine  for 
forty  years,  and  by  his  energy  and  enter- 
prise has  been  instrumental  in  building  up 
one  of  the  most  important  lumber  corpora- 


tions on  the  middle  Mississippi.  He  was 
also  identified  with  the  extensive  sash, 
door  and  blind  factory,  carried  on  by  the 
Muscatine  Manufacturing  company  in 
Muscatine  and  Kansas  City,  the  Muscatine 
waterworks  and  other  companies.  The 
people  of  Muscatine  need  no  printed  eulogy 
of  Richard  Musser  and  his  achievements  to 
herald  his  praises  to  the  present  generation ; 
his  works  speak  for  themselves.  But  when 
this  generation  shall  have  passed  away 
and  the  history  of  the  people,  who,  by  their 
enterprise  and  public  spirit  improved  and 
developed  the  natural  resources  of  this 
state,  is  to  be  read  by  posterity,  it  will 


only  be  proper  that  the  records  should 
show  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
always  foremost  in  encouraging  and  sus- 
taining all  public  improvements  calculated 
to  benefit  the  city  or  county  at  large;  that 
he  was  active  and  influential  in  organizing 
various  manufacturing  companies  that  fur- 
nished employment  to  all  classes  of  labor 
and  which,  in  their  operation,  added  wealth 
and  importance  to  the  city;  that  he  was 
just  and  honorable  in  all  his  relations  to 
society,  both  public  and  private,  and  that 
the  general  good  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity were  considered  as  well  as  the 
prospect  of  personal  gain.  His  death  oc- 
curred on  the  2d  of  October,  1896,  and  the 
little  city  of  Muscatine  has  never  witnessed 
a  more  genuine  expression  of  widespread 
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sorrow  than  that  which  accompanied  the 
obsequies  of  Richard  Musser.  **It  would 
be  a  brighter  world  were  there  more  of  his 
type  left. "  

HUSSEY,  John  Marion,  president  of 
the  Western  Normal  college  at  Shenandoah, 
is  one  of  Iowa's  best  known  school  men; 
a  practical  educator;  wide  awake  to  the 
demands  of  the  age.  He  is  the  son  of 
Henry  H.  Hussey,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  comfortable  means,  who  is  a  na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  but  who  moved 
to  Ohio  and  later  to  Illinois,  finally  settling 


in  Missouri  in  1859,  where  he  still  resides. 
He  served  actively  during  the  civil  war  for 
nearly  four  years.  Professor  Hussey 's 
mother,  formerly  Miss  Emilia  E.  Darnell, 
is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  is  of  Irish  de- 
scent. The  Hussey  family  was  one  of  the 
very  first  to  settle  in  Massachusetts,  Chris- 
topher Hussey  having  come  over  in  the 
"Mayflower.'*  Many  of  his  descendants 
were  Quakers,  the  poet  Whittier  being 
among  them.  Another  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  family  tree  was  Daniel  Webster, 
who  descended  from  a  niece  of  Christopher 
Hussey. 

J.  M.  Hussey  was  born  September  22, 
1863,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Mo.,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm  until  he  was  17  years  old. 
The  first  school  he  attended  was  held  in 
a   frontier    log    structure,    very    crudely 


equipped,  both  as  to  teachers  and  furniture. 
The  most  helpful  teaching  during  these 
early  years  was  that  given  him  by  his 
mother.  At  17  he  entered  college  in  a  de- 
nominational school  of  high  rank,  but  upon 
determining  to  make  teaching  his  profes- 
sion, he  entered  and  completed  normal  and 
scientific  courses  in  two  of  the  best  normal 
schools  of  Missouri.  Later  he  completed 
a  thorough  teacher's  professional  course  in 
one  of  these  normal  schools.  While  in 
school  he  was  twice  chosen  on  the  anniver- 
sary program;  was  president  of  all  his 
classes;  won  valedictorian  honors  on  the 
basis  of.  rank  in  two  of  them,  and  now 
holds  two  life  state  teacher's  certificates, 
three  undergraduate  diplomas,  and  two 
others  conferring  the  degrees,  M.  S.  and 
Pe.  B.  After  the  completion  of  a  thorough 
business  and  professional  course  he  began 
clerking  in  a  hardware  store  and  for  the 
next  few  years  was  employed  as  postofiice 
clerk,  bank  clerk  and  bookkeeper,  country 
school-teacher,  and  instructor  in  a  high 
school.  In  1886  he  accepted  a  position  as 
city  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  King 
City,  Mo.,  and  later  of  Ord,  Neb.,  and  still 
later  of  Aurora,  Neb.,  where  he  remained 
until  1892,  when  he  purchased  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  normal  college  at  Fremont, 
Neb.  In  December,  1892,  he  sold  his  in- 
terest in  this  institution  in  order  to  accept 
the  presidency  of  the  Western  Normal  col- 
lege at  Shenandoah,  and  under  his  busi- 
ness-like and  careful  management,  his  pro- 
fessional skill  and  enthusiasm,  the  school 
has  greatly  improved  and  grown,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  largest  and  best  known  in- 
stitutions in  the  west,  having  an  enroll- 
ment of  over  1,200  students  annually. 
Professor  Hussey  is  especially  well  fitted 
for  the  work  he  is  now  doing,  having  been 
educated  in  normal  schools,  and  having 
had  thorough  training  in  business,  and  as 
a  teacher  in  all  grades  of  work,  from  the 
country  school  to  the  college.  He  is  in 
much  demand  as  a  popular  and  educational 
lecturer  and  institute  instructor,  and  has 
taught  in  or  conducted  more  than  twenty 
different  teachers'  institutes. 

The  professor  has  been  a  life-long  re- 
publican, though  he  has  taken  no  active 
part  in  politics  since  embarking  in  the 
work  of  an  educator.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order,  having  received  its  highest 
degrees;  to  Omaha  temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  and  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  an  elder  in  that  organi- 
zation. 
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He  was  married  December  23,  1890,  to 
Miss  Icy  May  Carson,  a  daughter  of  John 
H.  Carson,  a  merchant  of  Ord,  Neb.  Mrs. 
Hussey  is  a  lady  of  rare  accomplishments 
and  talents,  fitting  her  for  the  exercise 
of  her  high  duties  to  the  students  of  the  in- 
stitution over  which  her  husband  presides. 
They  have  one  child,  a  son,  John  Wendell, 
who  was  born  February  8,  1896. 


WHITAKER,  RoMAiNE  Adrian,  treas- 
urer of  the  Cutler  Hardware*  company,  of 
Waterloo,  has  been  in  active  business  in 
Iowa  since  1853,  now  about  forty-five  years, 
and  still  continues,  though  nearly  70  years 
old.  He  is  a  genuine  Yankee,  the  ances- 
tors of  both  his  parents  having  been  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  the  New  England 
colonies.  His  father's  ancestors  settled  at 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  prior  to  1650.  William 
Whitaker,  his  great  grandfather,  rendered 
valuable  services  to  the  colonies  during  the 
French  and  Indian  wars,  and  fought  in  the 
revolution.  Clemence,  the  son  of  William, 
and  grandfather  of  Romaine,  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  cleared  up  a  farm  in  the  compar- 
ative wilderness  of  that  country  in  1801. 
He  was  married  to  Alice  Hall,  and  their 
oldest  son,  Jerome,  was  bom  May  25,  1806, 
in  South  Trenton,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y. 
He  was  married  August  27, 1827,  to  Lydia 
N.  Demming,  who  was  born  October  19, 
1807,  at  Holland  Patent,  N.  Y.  Their 
oldestson  was  Romaine  A.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Jerome  Whitaker  died  at 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  December  25,  1886,  and 
his  wife  at  Carthage,  N.  Y.,  November  12, 
1875. 

R.  A.  Whitaker  was  born  August  26, 
1828,  at  Holland  Patent,  N.  Y.  He  lived 
on  a  farm  until  he  was  of  age,  receiving 
his  education  at  the  district  school  and  at 
Lowville  academy.  He  taught  school  a  few 
years,  and  in  1853  came  to  Iowa,  locating 
at  Waterloo  in  1856,  purchasing  an  interest 
in  a  sawmill,  which  he  operated  for  two 
years.  He  began  work  January  1, 1860,  as 
a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  county  treasurer 
and  recorder,  and  in  1867  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  treasurer  of  Black  Hawk 
county,  and  held  the  position  for  eight 
years.  He  formed  a  partnership  in  1876 
under  the  firm  name  of  Whitaker  &  Edging- 
ton,  dealers  in  agricultural  implements, 
which  he  continued  for  two  years.  In 
February,  1878,  he  was  elected  grand  re- 
corder of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  and  held  the  place  for  fifteen 

23 


years,  resigning  in  1893  to  become  one  of 
the  Cutler  Hardware  company,  and  is  still 
a  member  of  this  firm,  serving  as  its  treas- 
urer. 

Prior  to  the  civil  war  Mr.  Whitaker  was 
democratic  in  politics, but  for  the  last  thirty- 
five  years  has  been  an  ardent  republican. 
Besides  the  offices  already  mentioned,  he 
was  first  mayor  of  Waterloo,  holding  the 
office  five  consecutive  terms.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  eighteen 
years,  serving  as  its  president  for  several 
years.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Black 
Hawk  County  Agricultural  society  for 
twenty-one  years.     He  is  a  member  of  the 


Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  served  as  pre- 
siding officer  in  the  lodges  at  Waterloo  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  as  one  of  the  grand 
officers  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch.  Chapter 
of  Iowa.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board 
of  custodians  of  the  grand  chapter  for  ten 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church. 

Mr.  Whitaker  was  married  September 
17,  1856,  at  Great  Bend,  N.  Y.,  to  Mary  E. 
Clark,  who  was  born  at  Evans  Mills,  N.  Y., 
April  17,  1832,  and  died  at  Waterloo, 
August  24, 1893.  They  had  three  children, 
one  daughter  and  two  sons,  but  both  of 
the  boys  died  in  infancy.  The  daughter, 
Ardelle    Genevieve,   was    born    June    29, 
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1858.  She  was  married  to  G.  A.  Groodell, 
October  12,  1881,  and  died  March  24,  1893, 
leaving  two  children,  who  live  with  their 
father  at  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  Whitaker  has  had  much  to  do  with 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Waterloo  dur- 
ing his  long  residence  there,  and  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  for  his  liberality  and 
public  spirit,  and  his  generous,  charitable 
disposition.  He  is  a  walking  encyclopedia 
of  the  history  of  Black  Hawk  county  and 
Waterloo,  possessing  a  remarkable  mem- 
ory, which  has  been  assisted  by  keeping  a 
diary,  in  which  he  has  made  daily  records 
of  passing  events  ever  since  the  days  of  his 
early  youth. 


WRIGHT,  David  Sands,  professor  of 
mathematics  in  the  State  Normal  school  at 


Cedar  Palls,  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
first  person  to  conduct  a  recitation  in  that 
institution,  and  to  his  strong  personal  in- 
fluence much  of  the  growth  and  success  of 
the  school  are  attributed.  He  has  now 
been  connected  with  this  school  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  has  been  giving  the 
best  years  of  his  life  in  furthering  the 
cause  of  better  and  more  thorough  prepar- 
ation for  teachers,  and  is  a  firm  believer  in 
the  mission  of  the  Normal  school.  He  was 
born  December  7, 1847,  at  New  Petersburg, 


Highland  county,  Ohio.  His  father  was 
Joseph  Wright,  a  prominent  and  able  min- 
ister in  the  Friends  church,  and  his  mother 
was  Lydia  Cowgill.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Highland  county, 
Ohio,  at  New  Vienna,  Ohio,  high  school. 
He  also  received  private  instruction  under 
Dr.  McKibben,  an  eminent  scholar  and 
mathematician  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio;  but  on 
the  whole,  he  has  been  largely  self-edu- 
cated. He  received  the  honorary  degree 
of  A.  M.,  from  Penn  college,  Oskaloosa, 
Iowa,  in  1887. 

Professor  Wright  began  teaching  in  the 
county  schools  of  Highland  county,  Ohio, 
in  1866.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1872,  locating 
at  the  town  of  Salem,  where  he  was 
elected  principal  of  Whittier  college.  In 
this  capacity  he  served  four  years,  and  in 
1876,  when  the  State  Normal  school  was 
opened,  he  was  given  the  chair  of  English 
language  and  literature.  In  1880  he  was 
transferred  to  the  chair  of  mathematics  in 
the  same  institution,  which  position  he 
still  holds.  The  professor  is  widely  known 
throughout  educational  circles  in  Iowa,  in 
many  capacities.  He  has  conducted  teach- 
ers' institutes  in  all  parts  of  the  state,  and 
has  been  a  lecturer  on  a  great  variety  of 
subjects,  the  one  best  known  being  **The 
Coming  Woman, ' '  which  he  has  delivered 
many  times.  For  the  past  twenty-two 
years  he  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
State  Teachers'  association,  and  has  fre- 
quently read  papers  before  that  body,  and 
has  served  upon  numerous  important  com- 
mittees in  the  association.  For  three  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee, one  year  of  which  he  acted  as  its  chair- 
man. He  is  now  a  member  of  the  educa- 
tional council  of  the  state  association. 
He  is  an  extensive  contributor  to  educa- 
tional magazines.  Prominent  among  the 
articles  from  his  pen  may  be  mentioned 
the  series  of  papers  entitled  "The  Scroggs 
FamUy,"  **Frank  Davis,"  "A.  Jackson 
Smyth,"  and  **The  Jug  Town  Academy." 
He  has  also  written  and  published  a  num- 
ber of  hand-books  for  teachers,  which  have 
had  an  extensive  sale.  The  most  impor- 
tant of  these  are  **A  Drill-book  in  English 
Grammar,"  ''Teachers'  Hand-book  of 
Arithmetic, ' '  *  'Geometrical  Exercises, ' ' 
and  **A  Geometry  Note  Book." 

Professor  Wright  is  a  member  of  the 
Friends  church,  and  is  also  a  minister  in 
the  same.  He  was  married  June  24,  1880, 
to  Miss  Eliza  Raws  tern,  of  Greencastle, 
Jasper  county,  Iowa.  They  have  four 
children, — a  son  and  three  daughters. 
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WILSON,  Israel  P.,  D.  D.  S.,  M.  D., 
of  Burlington,  is  of  Scotch-Irish  and  En- 
glish descent.  Jonathan  Wilson,  his  father, 
was  a  Quaker  farmer  of  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry, and  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  located 
in  1852  at  Springdale,  Cedar  county,  Iowa. 
Dr.  Wilson's  mother,  Mercy  Kinsey,  was  a 
descendant  of  John  Kinsey,  a  Quaker 
from  London,  England,  who  was  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  settlement  of  West 
Jersey.  He  arrived  at  New  Castle  on  the 
Delaware  in  the  ship  **Kent, ''  June  16, 
1677.  The  first  settlement  made  by  the 
immigrants  from  this  vessel  was  at  what  is 
now  known  as  Burlington,  N.  J.  A  son  of 
John  Kinsey  became  chief  justice  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Mercy  Kinsey 's  mother's  name 
was  Loyd,  and  she  was  a  descendant  of 
Thomas  Loyd,  first  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  came  over  from  England  with 
William  Penn. 

Israel  P.  Wilson  was  born  April  12, 
1837,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio.  He  received  a  common  school  edu- 
cation and  then  went  for  one  year  to  the 
Union  school  at  Tipton,  Iowa,  and  later 
took  a  special  course  at  Hopedale  college 
in  Ohio.  He  taught  school  for  three  years 
in  Iowa  and  two  years  in  Ohio.  He  studied 
dentistry  with  Dr.  N.  H.  TuUoss,  of  Iowa 
City,  then  attended  St  Louis  Medical  col- 
lege one  year.  He  afterwards  attended 
Missouri  Dental  college,  at  St.  Louis,  and 
graduated  March  8,  1869,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  D.  D.  S.  Locating  at  Burlington, 
Iowa,  he  has  continued  iu  practice  there 
since  that  time.  He  received  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  from  the  Keokuk  Medical  college. 
For  nearly  thirty  years  Dr.  Wilson  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Iowa  State 
Dental  society  and  has  been  elected  at 
different  times  president  and  secretary  of 
that  organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Dental  association,  has  frequently 
read  papers  before  that  body  and  is  at  the 
present  time  chairman  of  the  section  on 
histology.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
International  Medical  congress  and  was 
one  of  the  essayists  at  the  World's  Dental 
congress  in  1893.  Dr.  Wilson  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  three  appointed 
by  the  Iowa  State  Dental  society,  on  legis- 
lation, which  secured  the  passage  of  the 
present  law  regulating  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  Iowa.  He  was  also  one  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  same  society 
which  went  before  the  board  of  regents  of 
the  State  university  and  secured  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  dental  department  of 
that  institution.     For  over  fifteen  years  he 


was  lecturer  on  dental  surgery  in  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  State  university  and 
for  six  years  professor  of  regional  anatomy 
and  dental  histology  in  the  dental  depart- 
ment. For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tui*y  he  has  been  a  regular  contributor  to 
dental  literature  through  the  columns  of 
the  dental  journals. 

The  doctor  has  for  many  years  been  an 
earnest  Knight  Templar  and  is  now  high 
priest  of  Iowa  Chapter  No.  1,  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  He  has  been  married  three  times; 
first,  November  25, 18fil,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Ewing,  of  Smithfield,  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio.     They  had  one  child,  Mary  Ann,  now 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Todd,-  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Mrs.  Wilson  died  March  10,  1863.  The 
second  marriage  occurred  May  15>  1866,  to 
Miss  Harriet  E.  Shepherd,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Solomon  Shepherd,  of  Iowa  City. 
She  died  August  26,  1873,  leaving  three 
sons,  Lorenzo  Shepherd  Wilson,  M.  D.,  D. 
D.  S. ,  now  practicing  dentistry  at  Burling- 
ton; Jay  Willis,  now  in  business  in  New 
Zealand,  and  Horace  Plummer  Wilson, 
Ph.  B.,  M.  D.,  now  practicing  medicine 
at  Ottumwa.  He  was  married  again  Oc- 
tober 4,  1876,  to  Miss  Lavinia  Shepherd, 
a  graduate  of  the  State  university  and  a 
sister  of  his  second  wife.  They  have  four 
children,  Alfred  Luman,  Chester  Lloyd, 
Lavina  Hortense  and  Helen. 
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Dr.  Wilson  has  always  been  a  staunch 
republican.  He  was  brought  up  in  the 
Quaker  church  but  for  the  past  twenty -five 
years  has  been  a  Methodist,  and  at  various 
times  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 

He  was  for  three  years  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Burlington,  being 
also  vice-president  of  the  board. 


WITHROW,  WiNFiELD  Scott,  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  Twentieth  district,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Des  Moines,  Henry 
and  Louisa,  and  living  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  prominent 


men  of  southeastern  Iowa.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  state,  having  been  born  at  Salem, 
Henry  county,  September  28,  1855.  His 
father  was  the  Hon.  A.  J.  Withrow,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Iowa  general  assem- 
bly in  1860.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
he  joined  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  infantry 
as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  C.  He  re- 
signed in  1864,  having  contracted  a  disease 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  June  6, 
1867.  His  mother,  Libertatia  A.  Arnold, 
was  a  native  of  Ohio,  coming  to  Iowa  in 
1854.  She  died  September  24,  1896.  Judge 
Withrow  obtained  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Henry  county,  and  in 
Whittier  college,  a  Quaker  institution  in 


Salem.  Being  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources at  an  early  age  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  learned  the  printer's  trade, 
working  at  the  case  for  several  years,  and 
attending  school  while  not  thus  engaged. 
He  then  spent  some  time  in  teaching 
school  until  he  had  secured  the  means  with 
which  to  take  a  law  course  at  the  State 
university,  graduating  from  the  law  de- 
partment of  that  institution  in  1880.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar,  he  returned  to 
Salem  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law, 
joining  with  it  the  management  of  the  Salem 
Weekly  News.  At  this  time  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Salem,  and  was  re-elected  for  two 
additional  terms.  In  1885  he  was  nomina- 
ted by  the  republicans  of  Henry  county  for 
the  legislature  and  was  elected.  The 
nomination  came  to  him  unasked.  He  de- 
clined a  renomination,  choosing  rather  to 
give  his  whole  time  to  his  profession.  In 
1887  he  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  forming 
a  law  partnership  with  Judge  W.  J.  Jeffries, 
which  continued  up  to  the  death  of  the 
latter.  In  1894  he  associated  himself  in 
practice  with  W.  P.  Kopp  under  the  firm 
name  of  Withrow  &  Kopp.  January  1, 
1895,  Judge  W.  I.  Babb  connected  himself 
with  the  firm,  the  partnership  then  becom- 
ing Babb,  Withrow  &  Kopp.  Mr.  Kopp 
retired  the  same  year  and  the  firm  of  Babb 
&  Withrow  continued  until  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Withrow  as  judge.  This  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  Governor  Drake, 
after  the  Twentieth  judicial  district  was 
created  by  the  general  assembly,  and  after 
Mr.  Withrow  had  been  nominated  by  the 
republicans  of  the  district  as  their  candi- 
date for  judge.  His  work  upon  the  bench 
after  his  appointment  was  endorsed  by  the 
voters  of  his  district,  in  his  election  by  a 
large  majority  for  the  full  term  of  four 
years.  Judge  Withrow's  business  and  pro- 
fessional career,  both  in  Salem  and  Mt. 
Pleasant  has  been  very  successful  and  dur- 
ing his  practice  he  was  connected  with 
practically  all  of  the  important  litigation 
in  Henry  county.  He  is  a  staunch  repub- 
lican and  was  a  delegate  in  the  national 
convention  in  1892,  from  the  First  congres- 
sional district.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  university,  and  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  board,  and  was 
for  four  years  president  of  the  board  of 
education  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 

He  was  married  June  17,  1885,  to  Anna 
A.  Webb,  daughter  of  Rev.  W.  W.  Webb, 
of  Mankato,  Minn.  They  have  had  four 
children:  Webb  and  Arthur,  deceased,  and 
Dorothy  and  Miriam,  now  living. 
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SWENEY,  Joseph  Henry,  son  of  Hugh 
Sweney  and  Esther  A.  Sweney,  was  born 
October  2,  1845,  on  farm  in  Warren  county. 
Pa.  There  were  four  brothers  and  three 
sisters  in  the  family.  Two  brothers  are 
engaged  in  banking  in  Osage,  the  other, 
Dr.  C.  P.,  is  a  practicing  physician  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  Mr.  Sweney  obtained  his 
earliest  education  in  the  public  schools  in 
Pennsylvania.  In  1855  he  came  with  the 
rest  of  the  family  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Burr 
Oak  township,  Mitchell  county,  the  father 
having  visited  Iowa  in  1847  and  again  in 
1854,  when  he  entered  and  bought  some  400 
BK^res  of  land.  Here  was  the  family  home. 
J.  H.  worked  on  the  farm  and  attended 
school  at  home  and  at  Mitchell  until  at  the 
age  of  16  years  he  entered  the  military 
service  in  1862,  as  a  member  of  Company 
K,  Twenty-seventh  regiment,  Iowa  in- 
fantry, under  his  former  teacher,  now 
Judge  C.  T.  Granger.  In  this  company  he 
served  as  private,  corporal  and  sergeant 
during  three  years,  the  entire  term  of  the 
regiment,  and  took  part  in  its  numerous 
engagements  and  campaigns.  The  fighting 
of  his  regiment  ended  with  the  capture  of 
Fort  Blakely,  the  last  of  the  defenses  of 
Mobile,  on  the  evening  of  April  9,  1865, 
several  hours  after  Lee's  surrender  at 
Appomattox.  Since  then  he  has  always 
taken  much  interest  in  military  affairs.  He 
entered  the  Iowa  National  Guard  in  1877, 
in  its  early  days,  as  a  lieutenant  in  Com- 
pany B,  Sixth  regiment,  and  served  suc- 
cessively as  captain,  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
was  colonel  of  the  regiment  for  four  years, 
resigning  that  place  to  accept  a  commission 
as  inspector -general,  with  rank  of  brigadier- 
general.  The  latter  he  resigned  in  the 
spring  of  1889,  after  being  elected  to  con- 
gress. In  1892,  having  served  in  Iowa 
organizations  for  fifteen  years,  he  was 
placed  on  the  retired  list  of  the  I.  N.  6. 
with  rank  of  brigadier-general. 

After  returning  from  the  war  he  re- 
sumed and  continued  his  school  work  and 
studies,  and  graduated  with  honors  from 
the  law  department  of  the  State  University 
of  Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  banking  house  of  Sweney  Brothers  at 
Osage  in  1874,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
its  management  for  several  years.  In  1881 
he  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  law  in 
Osage.  He  has  always  been  a  republican. 
In  1883  he  was  elected  by  that  party  to  the 
state  senate  of  the  Twentieth  General  As- 
sembly, from  the  Forty-first  district,  com- 
posed of  Mitchell,  Howard  and  Worth 
counties.     He  made  so  good  an  impression 


that  he  was  elected  president  pro  tern  of  the 
senate  of  the  Twenty-first  General  Assem- 
bly in  1886  by  unanimous  vote.  He 
served  on  the  judiciary  committee  and 
on  the  committee  on  mines  and  mining.  He 
was  re-elected  in  1887  from  Mitchell,  Worth 
and  Winnebago  counties,  and  during  the 
Twenty-second  General  Assembly  occu- 
pied the  responsible  position  of  chairman 
of  committee  on  railways,  and  under  his 
able  leadership  and  management  our  pres- 
ent railroad  law  was  enacted.  In  1888  he 
was  elected  from  the  Fourth  Iowa  district 


to  the  lower  house  of  the  Fifty-first  Con- 
gress, where  he  served  on  the  committees 
of  education,  railways  and  canals  and  inter- 
state commerce,  and  helped  to  enact  the 
famous  McKinley  bill.  After  retirement 
he  resumed  his  law  practice  and  attention 
to  his  extensive  farming  interests. 

Mr.  Sweney  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  church  of  Osage,  and  has 
for  several  years  been  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  in  that  organization.  For 
twenty-two  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Cedar  Valley 
seminary  at  Osage,  and  served  several 
years  as  president  of  the  board.  He  is 
director  and  president  of  the  Osage  Build- 
ing and  Loan  association.  He  belongs  to 
the  G.  A.  R.,  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  a 
Shriner. 
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WILSON,  Andrew  Gordon,  president 
of  Lenox  college,  at  Hopkinton,  comes  of 
Scotch-Irish  lineage,  on  both  his  father's 
and  mother's  side.  Rev.  James  L.  Wilson, 
his  father,  one  of  the  pioneer  Presbyterian 
ministers  of  Iowa,  was  born  in  York 
county.  Pa.,  January  20,  1824.  He  at- 
tended Muskingum  college,  Ohio,  and 
graduated  at  Jefferson  college,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  class  of  1851;  he  also  grad- 
uated at  the  Theological  seminary  at 
Allegheny  in  1854.  He  preached  for  two 
years  in  Indiana  and  for  twenty-nine 
years  in  different  parts  of  Iowa,  mostly  in 
Jones  and  Linn  counties.     He  was  promi- 


nently identified  with  pioneer  church  and 
educational  work  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  the  state.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  he  was 
married  to  Ellen  Gordon,  also  a  native  of 
York  county,  and  educated  at  the  Ladies' 
seminary  at  Washington,  Pa.  The  follow- 
ing year  they  made  their  home  in  the  then 
far-western  state  of  Iowa,  buying  a  farm  at 
Scotch  Grove,  Jones  county.  Mr.  Wilson 
had  the  year  before,  with  the  aid  of  the 
government  surveyor,  taken  up  two  farms, 
one  in  Sac  and  one  in  Harrison  county. 

At  Scotch  Grove,  April  5,  1861,  Andrew 
G.  Wilson  was  born,  and  his  life  has 
largely  been  spent  in  educational  work  in 
the  state  of  his  birth.  The  country  schools 
furnished  the  first  rudiments  of  his  educa- 


tion and  at  the  age  of  14  he  entered  Lenox 
college.  Prom  there  he  went  to  Wooster 
university,  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1884,  being  one  of  the  honor 
men.  After  graduation  he  spent  two  years 
in  post-graduate  work  at  Wooster. 

President  Wilson  was,  during  his  col- 
lege work,  especially  interested  in  the 
literary  societies  of  both  Lenox  and 
Wooster.  While  at  Lenox  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Clay  Literary  society, 
which  is  still  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  at  Wooster  was  of  member  of  the  Irv- 
ing society,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Webster  Debating  club.  At  Lenox  he  gave 
evidence  of  marked  ability  in  mathematics 
and  oratory,  winning  cash  prizes  in  both 
these  branches. 

With  the  exception  of  one  term  as 
county  surveyor,  President  Wilson  has 
devoted  his  entire  time  to  teaching  and 
literary  work.  His  first  teaching  was  done 
in  the  country  and  town  schools,  but  in 
1884  he  was  elected  professor  of  natural 
science  in  Lenox  college,  and  continued  in 
that  position  until  elected  president  of  the 
same  in  1897.  Although  a  widely  read  and 
thoroughly  educated  man,  his  especial 
studies  have  been  in  the  line  of  geology, 
and  he  is  well  known  among  scientific  men 
by  his  articles  on  that  subject  in  the  Ameri- 
can Geologist 

President  Wilson  has  always  kept 
thoroughly  abreast  of  the  times  in  regard 
to  his  profession,  having  attended  five  ses- 
sions of  the  National  Educational  associa- 
tion, and  been  for  four  years  a  member  of 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science. 

In  1894  he  helped  to  organize,  and  was 
elected  president  of,  the  Armour  Irrigating 
company,  which  has  its  headquarters  at 
Armour,  S.  D.,  and  which  is  extensively 
engaged  in  farming,  stock-raising  and  fish 
culture. 

His  first  vote  was  cast  for  the  Iowa  pro- 
hibitory amendment  and  he  has  always 
voted  the  republican  ticket. 

In  1890  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  McKean  of  the  class  of  1889, 
of  Lenox  college.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  P.  C.  McKean,  of  the  Ninth  Iowa 
infantry.  Her  uncle.  Rev.  J.  W.  McKean, 
was  president  of  Lenox  college  in  1863, 
when  it  was  closed  and  he  went  as  captain 
of  a  company,  organized  from  the  students 
of  the  school,  to  fight  for  his  country  in  the 
war  of  the  rebellion.  He  was  afterwards 
made  chaplain  and  died  in  the  hospital  at 
Memphis. 
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President  Wilson  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  since  his  20th 
year  and  for  six  years  an  elder  in  the 
same. 


WELCH,  John  Robert,  cashier  of  the 
First  State  bank  at  Mapleton,  was  bom 
June  23,  1855,  in  the  town  of  Fowler,  St. 
Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.  His  father, 
Greorge  P.  Welch,  bom  in  1824  in  Ham- 
mond, N.  Y.,  was  a  Methodist  minister  and 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  as  a 
speaker  and  scholar.  He  was  of  English 
ancestry,  his  father  coming  to  America  in 
1816.  His  mother  was  of  American  stock. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Marian  Lawton. 
She  was  a  native  of  Utica,  N.  Y.  In  1866 
the  family  moved  to  Dodge  county,  Wis., 
Mr.  Welch's  father  dying  in  the  following 
year.  In  the  spring  of  1869  the  family 
came  to  Iowa,  stopping  at  Sac  City,  and 
afterwards  located  near  Newell,  Buena 
Vista  county.  The  trip  from  Wisconsin 
was  made  in  a  covered  wagon.  When  in 
his  teens  Mr.  Welch  began  his  business 
career  by  driving  three  pairs  of  oxen  on  a 
breaking  plow  at  $8  a  month,  sleeping  in  a 
covered  wagon  and  boarding  himself. 
After  that  he  worked  on  a  farm,  served  as 
apprentice  in  a  livery  stable  and  hotel,  and 
by  dint  of  economy  saved  $120.  With  this 
money  he  purchased  a  pair  of  oxen  and  put 
in  the  summers  of  1870  and  1871  working 
his  cattle  and  going  to  school  winters.  In 
the  spring  of  1871  he  bought  another  pair 
of  oxen  on  time  and  began  breaking  prairie 
at  the  rate  of  $4  and  $5  per  acre.  Although 
only  16  years  old  at  the  time,  he  broke 
ninety  acres  during  the  summer,  sleeping 
in  a  covered  wagon  and  boarding  himself, 
alone  from  Monday  morning  until  Saturday 
night.  With  his  money  he  made  payments 
on  eighty  acres  of  land  south  of  Newell, 
where  he  attended  school  the  following 
winter.  Soon  after  this  he  accepted  an 
offer  of  $10  a  month  and  board,  in  a  store. 
And  in  1876  the  partnership  of  Blair  & 
Welch  was  formed,  taking  charge  of  the 
general  store  of  F.  W.  Runkle.  Business 
prospered  from  the  start.  But  in  one  year 
the  store  was  burglarized  and  set  on  fire 
and  both  members  of  the  firm  lost  every 
cent  they  had.  A  friend  in  need,  H.  E. 
Harris,  of  the  banking  firm  of  Parker  & 
Harris,  then  offered  Mr.  Welch  a  half 
interest  in  a  general  store,  with  his  note  in 
payment.  The  partnership  of  Norton  & 
Welch  was  then  formed  and  Mr.  Welch 
took  charge  of  the  general  store,  while  his 


partner  attended  to  the  grain  and  stock 
part  of  the  business.  They  built  and 
operated  the  first  creamery  in  the  county. 
In  seven  years  Mr.  Welch  retired  from  the 
firm  with  $15,000  as  his  share  of  profits. 
He  then  entered  business  in  Storm  Lake, 
doing  a  larger  business  in  a  general  store. 
In  the  fall  of  1887  he  started  a  store  in 
Fonda,  Iowa.  This  did  not  prove  to  be  a 
successful  venture  and  in  the  spring  of 
1888  he  removed  to  Sioux  City  and  engaged 
in  the  book  and  stationery  business,  after- 
wards removing  to  Oto,  Iowa,  where  he 
started  the  Oto  Exchange  bank.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  started  the  Anthon  Ex- 
change bank,  which  in   1890  became  the 


Anthon  State  bank.  Mr.  Welch  continued 
as  cashier  of  this  bank  until  1894  when  he 
bought  a  large  interest  in  the  First  State 
bank  of  Mapleton,  of  which  he  is  at  present 
cashier.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the 
Anthon  State  bank  and  chairman  of  the 
examining  board. 

Mr.  Welch  has  always  been  a  loyal  re- 
publican, and  although  not  an  office  seeker, 
has  a  strong  influence  in  politics  in  his 
town  and  county.  He  is  a  Mason,  member 
of  Columbian  Commandery  No.  18,  of  Sioux 
City,  a  Shriner,  member  of  El  Kahir 
Temple  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  an  Odd  Fel- 
low. 

He  was  married  in  February,  1885,  to 
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Louise  B.  Hanson,  of  Dubuque.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Marion 
a,  born  March  11,  1887,  and  Fred  H., 
born  February  6,  1888. 


SMITH,  William  M.  ,  of  Mount  Vernon, 
is  a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Penn 
township,  Morgan  county,  May  29,  1848. 
His  father,  James  Smith,  was  born  in  Bel- 
mont county,  Ohio,  March  16,  1826,  and 
with  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Nancy  Smith, 
moved  to  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  when  a 
mere  boy.  James  Smith's  grandfather, 
Samuel  Smith,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 


of  Ohio,  and  removed  from  his  native  state, 
Virginia,  before  Ohio  had  been  admitted  to 
the  union.  He  located  in  Columbiana 
county  and  married  Sarah  Bishop. 

James  Smith  was  married  to  Ruth  King 
April  27,  1847.  Mrs.  Smith  was  a  native 
of  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  Morris  King.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them:  William  M., 
Caroline  N.  and  Charles  T.,  all  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jafnes  Smith  were  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  They  resided  in 
Pennsville  until  1865,  and  in  September 
of  that  year  removed  to  Iowa,  and  into 
Mount  Vernon  in  1873,  where  they  now 
reside.  Mr.  Smith  has  held  the  office  of 
mayor  -of  Mount  Vernon  for  four  terms. 


William  M. Smith's  ohildhood  was  spent  in  Penns- 
ville, and  he  received  his  eduoation  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  place.  In  his  fifteenth  year,  he  en- 
listed as  a  volunteer  for  three,  years'  service  in  the 
union  army.  Owing  to  his  extreme  youth,  he  met 
with  much  opposition  from  his  parents  to  joining 
the  army.  He  enlisted  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  Com- 
pany E,  Seventy-eighth  O.  V.  I.,  in  February, 
ioined  his  regiment  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  in  March, 
864,  and  stood  his  first  picket  guard  at  Black  River 
Bridfi[e.  In  April  he  came  up  the  Mississippi  river 
toCiaro,  111.,  and  there  met  the  regiment  return- 
ing from  veteran  furlough.  They  waited  there  but 
a  short  time  and  then  went  by  transport  up  the 
Ohio  river  to  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  thence  up  the 
Tennessee  river  to  Clifton,  Tenn.  At  Clifton  they 
disembarked  and  started  on  the  march  for  Uunts- 
ville,  Ala.,  then  started  to  join  Sherman  and  met 
his  command  at  Big  Shanty,  Ga. 

He  was  engaged  with  his  regiment  in  all  the 
principal  battles  from  that  time,  including  Kenesaw 
Mountain  and  that  of  Atlanta,  which  was  fought 
July  22,  1864. 

In  this  battle  he  received  two  gunshot  wounds 
and  lay  upon  the  battlefield  many  hours  before  be- 
ing cared  for,  and  after  he  was  found  he  was  com- 
pelled to  remain  two  days  in  the  rear  before  his 
wounds  could  be  dressed.  He  was  taken,  in  a 
wagon,  to  Marietta  and  placed  in  the  old  military 
academy,  where  General  Sherman  once  taught 
military  tactics,  at  that  time  used  as  a  hospitaL 
After  a  few  days  he  was  removed  to  Rome,  Ga., 
where  he  remained  in  the  field  hospital  until  the 
latter  part  of  September. 

Unable  to  walk  and  almost  destitute  of  clothing, 
he  started  home  on  furlough,  arriving  at  his 
destination  about  October  1st:  his  wounds  and  subse- 
quent suffering  unfitted  him  for  further  service  in 
the  field,  consequently  he  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  June,  1865.  He  still  carries 
an  ounce  ball  in  his  left  hip. 

Mr.  Smith  came  west  with  his  parents 
in  the  fall  of  1865,  and  stopped  that  winter 
near  Springville,  Linn  county,  Iowa.  In 
March,  1866,  the  family  moved  to  Tama 
City,  Tama  county,  and  Mr.  Smith  made 
that  his  home  for  six  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  in  September,  1872, 
engaged  with  Drs.  Jennings  and  Kessler, 
West  Milton,  Ohio  (Miami  county),  to 
manage  their  drug  store,  until  they  sold 
out  the  following  spring.  He  was  after- 
wards engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman  for 
E.  P.  Rinehart,  wholesale  and  manufac- 
turing druggist  of  Troy,  Ohio.  He  traveled 
for  this  house  five  years,  selling  goods  in 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan.  In  1878  he 
pursued  the  same  business  for  Dr.  Gary,  of 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  traveling  in  Iowa,  Wis- 
consin, Indiana  and  Michigan,  until  the  fall 
of  1879,  when  he  purchased  stock  in  the 
Rinehart  Medicine  company  and  remained 
with  that  company  until  1883,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  and  came  to 
Mount  Vernon.  In  1884  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Dr.  James  Carson,  open- 
ing a  bank,  which  he  has  managed  ever 
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since  that  time.  The  business  has  been 
steadily  successful,  and  February  1,  1893, 
Col.  H.  H.  Rood  purchased  one-third 
interest.  The  bank  was  conducted  under 
this  management  until  February  1,  1897, 
when  Dr.  Carson  sold  his  interest  to  W.  C. 
Stuckslager,  of  Lisbon,  and  retired  from 
the  banking  business.  At  this  time  the 
capital  was  increased  to  $50,000.  During 
the  period  of  the  bank's  existence,  so 
conservative  has  been  the  management  of 
Mr.  Smith  as  cashier,  that  not  a  dollar  of 
its  loans  and  investments  has  been  lost. 

He  also  owns  and  manages  a  farm  ad- 
joining the  city,  on  which  he  has  a  fine 
registered  herd  of  Aberdeen  Angus  cattle 
of  the  best  families. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  life-long  republi- 
can. He  is  a  member  of  Mount  Vernon 
Lodge  No.  112,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  Ashler 
Chapter  No.  122,  R.  A.  M.,  and  W.  C.  Dim- 
mitt  Post  No.  400,  G.  A.  R. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Brack- 
ett,  September  9,  1884.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a 
native  of  Putnam  township,  was  reared  in 
Mount  Vernon,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  Sherman  Brackett  She  is 
a  graduate  of  Cornell  Conservatory  of 
Music,  and  was  for  some  time  a  teacher  in 
that  institution. 

They  have  had  two  children:  William 
Edgar,  born  January  19,  1891,  who  died  in 
his  third  year,  and  Ruth  Elizabeth,  born 
December  29,  1893. 


WALKER,  William,  a  prominent  mer- 
chant of  Exira,  Audubon  county,  is  a  grand- 
son of  one  of  the  English  soldiers,  who  came 
over  with  Lord  Cornwallis  during  the  rev- 
olutionary war  to  help  subdue  the  colonies. 
Joseph  Walker,  the  father  of  William,  was 
bom  in  England,  and  was  also  a  soldier. 
After  being  discharged  from  the  army  he 
emigrated  to  Canada,  where  he  married. 
In  1833  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  later  to  Mich- 
igan, where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
Catherine  Nugent  Walker,  the  mother  of 
William,  was  born  in  northern  Ireland;  left 
an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  and  brought  to 
America  by  an  aunt.  She  brought  up  a 
family  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, and  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Michigan.  At  the  age  of  89  she  is 
active,  energetic  and  mentally  young. 

William  was  born  March  2,  1834,  in  Hu- 
ron county,  Ohio.  In  1855  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  located  in  Audubon  county,  where 
he  has  always  remained.  When  he  came 
to  Iowa  he  bought  200  acres  of  Audubon 


county  land  at  $1.25  per  acre.  This 
land  he  still  owns,  and  has  added  to 
it  1,800  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  which 
is  highly  improved  and  stocked.  Besides 
this  he  conducts  a  large  general  store  in 
the  town  of  Exira. 

General  Fremont  was  the  first  candidate 
for  president  who  received  Mr.  Walker's 
vote  and  he  has  never  voted  any  other  than 
a  republican  ticket.  Audubon  county  is 
usually  democratic,  but  in  1888  Mr.  Walker 
was  nominated  by  the  republicans  for  rep- 
resentative, and  was  elected.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1890,  which  indicates  that  the 


people  of  his  county,  regardless  of  politics, 
have  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  his  integ- 
rity and  ability.  For  twenty  years  Mr. 
Walker  has  been  a  Mason,  and  is  of  the 
Knight  Templar  degree.  In  1858  he  mar- 
ried Nancy  J.  Bowen,  who  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  moved  to  Audubon  county  at  an 
early  date.  She  lived  a  busy  and  useful 
life,  performing  faithfully  the  duties  of 
wife  and  mother.  She  died  very  suddenly 
of  heart  disease  in  1895.  They  had  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living: 
J.  E.,  born  January  16,  1859;  Laura  A., 
born  October  16,  1866;  U.  S.,  bom  January 
26,  1868;  Lula  M.,  born  March  10,  1870; 
Olive  M.,  born  July  26,  1872;  Eva  J.,  born 
March  20, 1875 ;  Jay  G. ,  born  August  31, 1877. 
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ROBINSON,  Lyman  Bartlett,  at  Oak- 
land, Iowa,  isalawyer  of  recognized  ability, 
who  holds  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him.  He  was  born  in  Broome 
county,  N.  Y.,  July  6,  1852.  His  mother 
was  an  Osborne,  whose  ancestors  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  that  state. 

His  father,  Russell  Robinson,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  Puritan 
stock.  He  was  a  farmer  for  some  years  in 
New  York,  but  moved  to  Illinois  in  1853, 
going  there  with  a  small  colony  of  New 
York  people.  He  remained  there  in  the 
village  of  Bristol,  until  the  spring  of  1865, 
when  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm 


near  Belle  Plaine.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  Mr.  Robinson  lived  in  three  states  be- 
fore he  was  13  years  of  age.  Up  to  this 
period  his  education  was  obtained  at  the 
village  of  Bristol,  in  the  public  school. 
This  school  is  described  as  being  excep- 
tionally good,  and  during  the  period  that 
young  Robinson  attended  there,  the  teach- 
ers were  men  and  women  of  high  character 
and  attainments.  Such  teachers  do  not 
really  know  how  much  they  impart  to  their 
pupils,  of  helpful  strength  and  moral  char- 
acter. The  facts  are,  that  in  the  early 
school  day  period,  the  boy  and  girl  absorbs 
and  assimilates  more  from  their  surround- 
ings  than  they  get    in    any  other  way. 


Again,  they  are  largely  engaged  in  imitat- 
ing those  with  whom  they  are  associated, 
and  this  doubly  applies  to  their  instructor. 
In  this  regard  Mr.  Robinson  *s  education 
was  good  and  of  a  high  order,  when  he  re- 
moved with  his  father's  family  to  Iowa  in 
1865.  Prom  1865  to  1874  he  lived  on  the 
farm  near  Belle  Plaine,  receiving  only  such 
advantages  as  came  to  a  country  boy  in 
those  days  in  Iowa.  In  1874  he  entered 
the  Agricultural  college  at  Ames,  from 
which  institution  he  graduated  in  1877. 
During  this  time  he  taught  school  every 
winter  vacation,  and  came  out  with  such 
standing  as  to  make  him  one  of  the  class 
speakers  when  he  graduated.  After  grad- 
uation, he  entered  the  law  office  of  John- 
son &  Scrimgeour  at  Belle  Plaine,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879.  He  came  to 
his  present  location  in  1880,  with  a  stock 
in  trade,  consisting  of  a  thorough  educa- 
tion, a  clear  analytical  mind,  a  good  an- 
cestral influence  and  early  environment. 
He  is  and  always  has  been  a  republican, 
and  he  has  been  active  in  the  support  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  party,  although  not  a 
politician.  He  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss 
Lucy  A.  Lamb,  of  Bridgewater,  Vt.  Their 
children  are  Melvin,  Harold  and  Rodney 
Potter. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  his 
alma  mater,  the  State  Agricultural  college, 
and  in  that  capacity  renders  valuable  serv- 
ice to  the  state  and  to  the  cause  of  in- 
dustrial education. 


JAMISON,  James  Harvey,  of  Osceola, 
Clarke  county,  is  an  lowan  in  every  sense 
of  the  word,  for  he  was  bom  in  Clarke 
county,  March  11,  1859,  and  has  worked 
for  the  upbuilding  of  the  state  since  he  has 
grown  to  manhood.  His  father,  Robert 
Jamison,  was  born  in  Logan  county,  Ky., 
in  1816.  He  went  from  there  to  Indiana 
and  came  to  Iowa  in  1847  and  to  Clarke 
county  in  1850  where  he  entered  the  first 
quarter  section  of  government  land  ever 
entered  in  that  county.  He  still  lives  there, 
owning  400  acres  of  land  and  is  rated  at 
about  130,000.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. The  mother,  Christena  Kyte  Jami- 
son, is  of  German  descent.  She  was  born 
in  Indiana  in  1818  and  married  Robert 
Jamison  in  1845,  and  is  still  living  with 
him  on  the  farm  in  Clarke  county. 

James  H.  received  his  first  education  in 
the  district  school  and  afterwards  attended 
the  academy  at  Garden  Grove,  Iowa,  under 
the  instruction  of  Prof.   R.  A.  Harkness, 
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now  of  Parsons  college  at  Fairfield.  He 
also  graduated  in  the  commercial  course  at 
Valparaiso  college  in  1881,  and  took  the 
scientific  course  in  1882-83.  He  taught 
school  during  the  years  1886-87  and  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  Mclntyre 
Bros.,  in  Osceola,  in  1888.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  at  the  May  term  of  the  su- 
preme court  in  1890,  and  at  once  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mclntyre  Bros,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Mclntyre  Bros.  &  Jami- 
son, of  which  he  is  stilf  a  member.  Mr. 
Jamison  has  always  been  an  active  mem- 
ber in  the  republican  party,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1891  received  the  republican  nomination 


for  state  senator  from  the  Eleventh  sena- 
torial district,  consisting  of  the  counties  of 
Clarke  and  Warren.  He  was  elected  and 
served  in  the  Twenty -fifth  and  Twenty- 
sixth  General  Assemblies  and  proved  him- 
self an  earnest  and  willing  worker,  the 
elements  necessary  for  an  efticient  senator. 
He  was  the  originator  of  much  beneficial 
legislation,  being  the  author  of  the  senate 
bill  establishing  a  code  commission  for  the 
revision  of  the  code,  and  was  also  author 
of  a  resolution  for  woman  suffrage  in  the 
Twenty-fifth  Greneral  Assembly,  and  took 
active  part  in  a  great  deal  of  other  im- 
portant legislation.  It  may  be  said  of  Mr. 
Jamison  that  he  is  one  of  the  brightest 
and  most  successful  young  lawyers  in  all 


southern  Iowa,  and  has  won  for  himself  a 
reputation  for  honesty  and  sincerity  of 
purpose  and  untiring  zeal  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  which  are  sure  to  some 
day  bring  him  to  the  topmost  round  of  the 
ladder  of  fortune.     He  has  never  married. 


HUBBARD,  Nathaniel  Mead,  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  of  western  railway 
lawyers,  was  born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 24,  1829,  and  was  the  son  of  a 
Methodist  preacher  and  farmer  with  a  New 
England  ancestry  reaching  back  to  1624. 
The  boyhood  days  of  Judge  Hubbard  were 
not  spent  in  idleness,  for  he  battled  with 
adverse  conditions  and  conquered  them  in 
his  determination  to  obtain  an  education 
and  attain  that  station  in  life  which  his  in- 
tellectual powers  qualified  him  to  fill. 
His  father  was  Ansel  Hubbard,  who  de- 
scended from  George  Hubbard,  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn. ,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1601  and  settled  in  America  in  1624.  Ansel 
Hubbard  was  married  to  Mary  Mead,  the 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Mead,  of  New 
Jersey,  and  Mary  Buryl,  a  daughter  of  the 
first  chancellor  of  New  Jersey.  When 
Nathaniel  was  7  years  of  age  the  family 
removed  to  Troopsburg,  Steuben  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  lived  there  until  the  death  of 
Ansel  Hubbard. 

An  elder  sister  was  the  first  tutor  of 
Nathaniel  Hubbard,  when  he  was  a  hard- 
worked  boy  on  the  farm.  By  the  aid  of  a 
pine  knot  in  the  evenings,  after  his  regu- 
lar work  was  done,  he  began  his  earnest 
efforts  to  educate  himself.  After  he  had 
progressed  far  enough,  he  taught  school 
and  carried  on  his  studies  out  of  school 
hours.  After  he  was  20  years  old,  he  went 
to  Alfred  university,  a  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tist college  in  Alfred,  N.  Y.,  which  has,  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  welcomed  the 
poor  but  earnest  student.  From  this  in- 
stitution young  Hubbard  was  graduated  in 
1853.  He  studied  law  in  Hornellsville,  N. 
Y.,  and  came  west  next  year,  locating  in 
Marion,  Iowa,  April  14,  1854.  Just  before 
he  left  New  York  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Wise.  Mr.  Hubbard  continued  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Marion  until  the  civil  war 
broke  out,  when  he  early  entered  the  serv- 
ice of  his  country  and  served  about  three 
years. 

Though  he  never  boasts  of  his  army 
record.  Judge  Hubbard  has  seen  much 
more  service  than  the  average  soldier  and 
is  far  more  deserving  of  military  distinc- 
tion than  many  who  have  more  to  say  about 
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what  they  have  done.  He  simply  did  his 
duty,  and  is  satisfied  with  that.  He  raised 
a  company  in  Linn  county  and  entered  the 
service  as  its  captain,  August  25,  1862.  He 
served  as  captain  of  Company  P,  Twentieth 
Iowa  Volunteer  infantry,  in  General  Her- 
ron's  division  of  the  army  of  the  frontier, 
until  March,  1863,  when  he  was  promoted 
to  be  provost  marshal  and  judge  advocate 
of  the  army  of  the  frontier,  on  the  staff  of 
General  Herron.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Thirteenth  Army  corps,  Major-Gen- 
eral Ord  commanding,  June  2,  1863,  and 
went  to  Brownsville,  Texas,  as  judge 
advocate    and    provost    marshal    of    the 


Thirteenth  Army  corps.  He  resigned 
for  disability  and  his  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted April  20,  1865.  He  was  breveted 
major  for  faithful  and  meritorious  services, 
March  16,  1867.  Judge  Hubbard  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Loyal  Legion  and  is  president  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier. 
Some  of  the  most  inspiring  patriotic  ad- 
dresses ever  given  in  the  state  have  come 
from  his  pen,  among  them  a  tribute  to  the 
flag,  which  has  been  recommended  by  the 
state  superintendent  of  public  instruction 
for  use  in  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  appointed  district 
judge,  November  15, 1865,  to  fill  a  vacancy, 
and  served  one  year,  when  he  was  suc- 


ceeded by  James  H.  Rothrock.  Judge 
Hubbard  left  the  bench  to  enter  the  legal 
department  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railway  company,  and  has  been  in  that 
company's  service  ever  since,  most  of  the 
time  as  its  Iowa  attorney.  He  removed  to 
Cedar  Rapids  in  1870,  and  lives  there  now. 
No  man  has  acquired  more  complete  knowl- 
edge of  the  state  of  Iowa  than  Judge  Hub- 
bard. It  has  been  a  part  of  his  duty  to 
know  and  measure  the  importance  of  all 
the  elements  and  influences  that  could  af- 
fect the  great  property  he  represents  in 
this  state,  and  the  errors  of  judgment  he 
has  made  in  law  or  in  the  discharge  of  other 
duties,  have  been  very  few  indeed.  His 
keen  and  far-seeing  insight  into  the  motives 
and  purposes  of  men  have  been  of  the 
greatest  value  to  the  important  interests 
intrusted  to  his  care.  He  has  been  more 
than  successful.  In  the  important  litiga- 
tion in  which  the  Northwestern  has  been 
sometimes  engaged,  Judge  Hubbard's  plan 
of  conducting  it,  when  differing  from  that 
of  other  distinguished  lawyers,  has  on 
several  occasions  proved  to  be  the  correct 
one,  notably  in  the  long  and  short  haul 
cases  several  years  ago. 

Along  with  his  professional  duties, 
which  have  not  been  confined  to  railway- 
business  alone.  Judge  Hubbard  has  found 
time  to  contribute  of  his  time  and  brain  to 
political  discussions  and  addresses  on  cur- 
rent topics,  as  well  as  some  literary  work 
of  a  high  order.  Whatever  appears  with 
his  name  attached  is  ea^gerly  read  in  Iowa 
because  the  people  have  learned  that  they 
will  find  it  full  of  ideas,  presented  witb 
telling  force  and  in  clear  cut,  direct  lan- 
guage. He  has  always  been  in  demand  as 
a  speaker  on  national  holidays  and  other 
public  occasions.  Having  always  been  an 
earnest  republican.  Judge  Hubbard  has 
taken  a  more  or  less  active  part  in  every 
campaign,  since  he  has  lived  in  Iowa,  and 
in  1896  made  a  good  many  strong  sound 
money  speeches. 

Of  his  first  marriage  were  born  twin 
daughters,  Jessie  and  Jennie,  in  1856. 
Jessie  was  married  in  1878  to  George  K. 
Barton,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  died  in  1894. 
Jennie  was  married  in  1877  to  John  W. 
Nye,  and  died  in  1882,  leaving  two  children, 
Hubbard  Nye  and  Mary  Nye.  Judge  Hub- 
bard 's  first  wife,  Mary  Wise  Hubbard,  died 
in  1857,  and  in  1859  he  was  married  to 
Katherine  Hervey,  daughter  of  James  K. 
and  Mary  W.  Hervey,  in  Marion,  Iowa.  Of 
this  marriage  was  born,  February  14,  1860, 
Nathaniel  M.  Hubbard,  Jr. 
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HUBBARD,  Nathaniel  Mead,  Jr., 
son  of  Jadge  N.  M.  Hubbard,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  was  born  in  Marion,  Iowa,  Febru- 
ary 14, 1860.  His  ancestry  is  spoken  of  in 
the  sketch  of  his  father,  in  this  work. 
One  of  his  mother's  ancestors.  Rev.  James 
Kieth,  was  pastor  of  the  first  church  in 
Bridgewater  and  settled  in  Massachusetts 
in  1632. 

In  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr.  Hubbard 
enjoyed  the  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  1877  entered 
the  United  States  Naval  academy  at  An- 
napolis and  was  graduated  in  1882.  After 
graduation  he  served  three  years  abroad, 
first  on  the  United  States  ship  Yantic,  in 
the  North  Atlantic  squadron,  and  then  on 
the  United  States  ship  Juniata,  in  Euro- 
pean and  Asiatic  waters.  He  resigned 
from  the  navy  in  1885,  attended  Columbia 
Law  school  and  was  cbdmitted  to  practice 
law  in  Iowa  in  1887.  He  was  then  admit- 
ted to  his  father's  law  firm,  Hubbard, 
Clark  &  Dawley,  composed  of  the  two 
Hubbards,  Col.  Charles  A.  Clark  and 
Prank  P.  Dawley.  Colonel  Clark  retired 
from  the  firm  a  few  years  later,  and  it  was 
known  as  Hubbard,  Dawley  &  Hubbard, 
and  now,  by  the  admission  of  Charles  E. 
Wheeler,  as  Hubbard,  Dawley  &  Wheeler. 
Mr.  Hubbard  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Royal  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
company,  of  Iowa,  and  has  been  a  director 
and  the  general  attorney  of  that  company 
since  its  organization. 

In  1889  Mr.  Hubbard  went  to  Omaha  and 
became  the  attorney  for  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  com- 
pany, in  Nebraska.  He  returned  to  Cedar 
Rapids  in  1894  and  has  resided  there  since. 
The  firm  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  the 
west,  being  engaged  in  important  litigation 
besides  its  railway  business,  and  enjoying 
a  large  consulting  clientage.  N.  M.  Hub- 
bard, Jr. ,  has  long  taken  a  considerable  and 
growing  share  in  the  important  work  of 
the  firm,  relieving  his  father  of  many  re- 
sponsibilities and  duties  and  performing 
them  all  with  credit  to  the  name  he  bears. 
Having  inherited  his  father's  peculiar 
ability  and  great  energy,  with  a  resource- 
ful and  well  trained  mind,  he  has  already 
an  established  position  at  the  bar  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  in  Iowa. 

When  Spain  declared  war  on  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Hubbard  remembered  his  duty 
to  the  navy,  which  had  given  him  such 
valuable  training,  and  he  immediately  re- 
entered the  service.  May  5,  1898,  with  the 
commission  of  an  ensign.     He  was  pro- 


moted to  be  lieutenant,  July  17,  1898,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  November  19, 
1898.  During  the  war  he  served  all  the 
time  in  the  fleet  before  Santiago,  having 
been  attached  to  the  United  States  ship 
Justin,  and  United  States  battleship  Ore- 
gon, and  took  part  in  the  bombardment  and 
blockade  of  Santiago.  At  the  close  of  the 
war.  Lieutenant  Hubbard  was  second  in 
command  of  the  double-turreted  monitor 
Miantonomoh,  and  remained  with  her  until 
she  was  taken  to  the  League  Island  navy 
yard,  Philadelphia,  for  repairs,  and  put  out 
of  commission.     He  belongs  to  the  Loyal 


Legion,  the  Naval  and  Military  Order  of 
the  Spanish- American  war,  the  Association 
of  United  States  Naval  Graduates,  the 
United  States  Naval  institute,  and  the 
Army  and  Navy  club,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
Mr.  Hubbard  was  married  December  24, 
1889,  to  Miss  Harriet  Howard,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hiram  Howard,  of  Paribault, 
Minn.  

PRAY,  Gilbert  Baldwin,  lawyer  and 
politician,  was  born  at  Michigan  City,  Ind., 
April  27,  1847.  His  father,  Willianj  S. 
Pray,  settled  in  Webster  City,  Hamilton 
county,  Iowa,  in  the  autumn  of  1856.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Ellen 
Baldwin. 

The  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Pray  family  set- 
tled in  Braintree,    Mass.,    about  the   year  1645. 
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The  elder  Mr.  Pray  was  a  shipbuilder  and  general 
mechanic.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  mental  power, 
self-educated,  an  omnivorous  reader,  whose  memory 
retained  what  he  read.  As  an  evidence  of  his  wide 
information  and  great  reasoning  powers,  it  may  be 
stated  that  from  only  desultory  reading  in  the  gen- 
eral newspapers,  he  had  come  to  a  full  comprehen- 
sion of  the  theory  and  teachings  of  Charles  Darwin, 
though  he  had  never  seen  a  copy  of  that  author's 
great  epoch-making  book.  Said  he:  '^  No  thinkine^ 
man  can  have  anything  to  do  with  our  common  ani- 
mals without  seeing  half-human  traits  in  them  every 
day  of  his  life."  He  died  several  years  ago.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  is  a  woman  of  will 
and  determination,  but  yet  distinguished  for  her 
great  kindness  towards  the  weakest  thing  that 
lives  and  can  suffer  pain.  Old  settlers  well  re- 
member how  she  always  protected  to  the  extent  of 
her  ability,  *^our  feathered  friends,"  the  birds,  and 
how  it  awoke  her  just  indignation  to  see  them 
wantonly  molested  or  destroyed. 


Gilbert  B.  Pray  possesses  many  of  the 
characteristics  of  both  his  parents.  He  is 
well  read,  a  lover  and  buyer  of  good  books, 
and  the  daily  and  hourly  rule  of  his  life  is 
kindness  to  all.  Little  children  love  him 
and  instinctively  rush  to  his  arms.  The 
born  cynic  can  never  understand  such  a 
man — but  the  little  ones  are  the  best 
judges  after  all. 

Educated  in  and  not  beyond  the  common 
schools,  of  Webster  City,  thirty  to  forty 
years  ago,  Gilbert  Pray,  at  the  age  of  17, 
entered  as  a  student  the  law  office  of  the 
late  Hon.  Daniel  D.  Chase,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.     He  was  admitted  to 


the  bar  in  1868  and  practiced  his  profes- 
sion in  Webster  City  until  1880.  During 
the  next  year  he  traveled  awhile  in  Colo- 
rado on  account  of  his  health,  but  return- 
ing to  Webster  City,  was  engaged  a  short 
time  in  the  newspaper  business.  In  1882 
he  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  state.  To  this  place  he  was  three 
times  elected,  holding  the  office  twelve 
years.  It  is  only  simple  justice  to  say 
that  he  proved  himself  a  most  popular 
and  thoroughly  acceptable  incumbent  of 
this  high  and  responsible  position. 

This  also  proved  for  Mr.  Pray  an 
introduction  to  a  deservedly  high  place  in 
the  councils  of  the  republican  party  of  the 
state.  Since  1882  no  man  in  Iowa  has  been 
more  influential  in  shaping  its  policy  or  in 
marshalling  its  forces  for  hotly-contested 
battles.  Mr.  Pray  has  organized  victory. 
He  has  twice  been  chairman  of  the  repub- 
lican state  central  committee,  including 
the  great  deadlock  contest  in  1890,  when 
he  h^  charge  of  Mr.  Allison's  senatorial 
campaign,  which  ended  triumphantly  after 
a  doubtful  contest  of  seven  weeks.  This 
was  on  all  hands  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  notable  achievements  in  the  political 
history  of  Iowa.  He  has  also  served  con- 
tinuously as  member  or  officer  of  the  re- 
publican state  central  committee  since  1889. 

Mr.  Pray  was  appointed  by  President 
McKinley  in  August,  1897,  to  the  surveyor- 
generalship  of  Alaska,  but  declined  its  ac- 
ceptance. He  was  then  tendered  the 
position  of  special  agent  in  the  Indian 
bureau,  which  place  he  accepted  and  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  its  duties. 

Mr.  Pray  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Six- 
teenth Iowa  infantry,  in  1864,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  the 
later  campaigns  of  Sherman  *s  army.  The 
musket  which  he  carried  is  deposited  in 
the  historical  department  at  Des  Moines. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  Winfield  Scott 
Post  No.  66,  G.  A.  R.,  Webster  City,  Iowa, 
and  was  its  first  adjutant. 

In  1886,  in  association  with  ex-Gov.  P. 
D.  Jackson,  Sidney  Poster  and  other  gen- 
tlemen, he  organized  and  chartered  the 
Royal  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance  com- 
pany, at  Des  Moines,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  the  treasurer. 

Gilbert  B.  Pray  and  Marie  B.  Beauchime 
were  married  October  4,  1868.  Their  chil- 
dren's names  are:  Carlton  B.  Pray,  born 
May  16,  1870;  Harry  B.  Pray,  born  August 
14,  1872;  Dr.  Gilbert  Le  Roy  Pray,  born  De- 
cember 8,  1875;  and  Miss  Cora  L.  Pray, 
born  November  14,  1877. 
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THOMPSON,  Francis  Marion,  of  Rock 
Rapids,  is  a  brother  of  J.  K.  P.  Thompson, 
whose  sketch  is  included  in  this  work,  so 
his  ancestry  need  not  be  repeated.  He  was 
born  in  Carey,  Ohio,  October  11,  1842,  at- 
tended school  with  his  brother,  and  came 
with  his  parents  from  Ohio  to  *  Clayton 
county,  Iowa,  in  1857.  He  was  taught 
music  by  his  mother,  and  at  the  age  of  15 
could  reietd  music  better  than  print.  Later 
he  was  under  the  instruction  of  George  F. 
Root,  of  Chicago.  From  his  15th  year  he 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  singing  and 
did  evangelistic  singing  after  he  was  con- 
verted and  admitted  to  the  church.  He 
was  prominent  in  church  and  Sunday 
school  work  until  he,  with  his  brother,  en- 
listed in  the  Twenty-first  Iowa  Volunteer 
infantry,  August  15,  1862,  preferring  this 
to  going  to  college.  The  regiment  was 
commanded  by  Col.  Samuel  Merrill,  and 
was  in  many  engagements,  among  them 
those  of  Hartsville,  Mo.,  Milligan's  Bend, 
Vicksburg  campaign,  bombardment  of 
Grand  Gulf,  Port  Gibson,  where  General 
Grant  highly  complimented  the  regiment 
on  being  the  first  in  and  the  last  out  of  the 
fight,  Champion  Hill,  Big  Black  River 
Bridge,  and  other  engagements.  In  the 
last  named  fight  Mr.  Thompson  was  one  of 
those  who  carried  Colonel  Merrill  off  the 
field  when  he  was  wounded.  He  was  never 
hit  but  once  and  that  was  by  a  spent  ball 
which  struck  his  toe  and  did  him  no  harm. 
The  regiment  afterward  went  through  the 
Texas  campaign  and  Mobile  campaign, 
and  up  the  Red  river  and  was  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith.  While 
in  camp  at  Dauphia  Island  at  the  mouth  of 
Mobile  Bay  he  was  afflicted  with  trouble 
with  his  eyes,  which  became  rapidly  worse 
and  resulted  in  almost  total  blindness.  In 
the  fall  of  1865  his  old  colonel  interested 
himself  in  the  soldier  boy  who  had  helped 
to  carry  him  off  the  battlefield,  and  sent 
him  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  for  eleven 
months  under  the  treatment  of  a  celebrated 
oculist.  His  right  eye  was  taken  out  and 
his  left  eye  partially  saved,  so  that  he  saw 
with  the  use  of  an  artificial  pupil,  using  a 
very  strong  glass.  During  the  time  he 
was  entirely  blind  the  government  gave 
him  a  pension  of  $8  a  month,  Which  in- 
creased from  time  to  time  until  in  1893  he 
was  receiving  $72  a  month,  but  Hoke 
Smith,  then  secretary  of  the  interior,  had 
this  pension  reduced  to  $30  a  month. 

In  1875  Mr.  Thompson  went  to  Rock  Rapids  and 
the  next  year  opened  the  first  agricultural  imple- 
ment establishment  in  the  town.    He  soon  traded 


for  a  farm  near  town,but  the  grasshoppers  destroyed 
everything  and  he  returned  to  town  and  went  into 
the  arug  business  with  George  C.  Wood.  He  ob- 
jected to  selling  whisky,  so  his  partner  sold  out  to 
J.  M.  Webb,  and  for  the  same  reason  Mr.  Webb 
sold  out  to  Mr.  Thompson.  The  business  was  a 
very  successful  one.  The  strain  on  his  eyesight 
compelled  him  to  retire  from  this  business  and  in 
1887  he  took  his  family  to  California.  Re- 
turning to  Iowa  he,  with  others,  organized  the 
Doon  Savings  bank.  In  the  spring  of  1896  he  and 
his  brother,  J.  F.  Thompson,  together  with  others, 
bought  a  1,000-acre  tract  of  land  near  Sacramento, 
Cal.,  and  were  interested  in  building  the  Sacra- 
mento, Fair  Oaks  &  Orange  Vale  electric  rail- 
way. The  Thompson  family  are  republicans  and 
F.  M.  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1864.  He  is  past  commander  of  Dun  lap  Post  No. 
147,  G.  A.  R.,  in  Rock  Rapids,  the  post  having  been 
named  after  the  lieutenant-colonel  of  his  regiment, 


who  was  killed  in  the  charge  at  Vicksburff,  May 
22,  1863.  He  is  a  past  aid-de-camp  on  the  depart- 
ment commander^s  staff  and  past  assistant  inspector- 
eeneral  on  the  staff  of  the  commander-in-chief.  He 
IS  a  past  master  of  Border  Lodge  No  406,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  past  high  priest  of  Lyon  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  past  excellent  grand  master  of 
Third  Vail  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  Royal  Arch 
Masons. 

He  was  married  October  3,  1872,  to  Net- 
tie Wiltse,  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  Wiltse,  of 
Strawberry  Point,  Iowa.  They  have  had 
three  children,  Ella  E.,  born  June  5,  1878, 
who  is  especially  interested  in  music  and 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Rock  Rapids  high 
school,  and  is  now  a  student  of  Cedar 
Rapids  Business  college;  Genie  M.,  born 
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August  11,  1880;  Gertie  V.,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1883.  The  family  are  all  members 
of  the  Methodist  church. 


PATTERSON,  Michael  Frampton,  M. 
D.  One  of  the  leading  specialists  in  dis- 
eases of  the  eye  and  ear  is  Dr.  M.  F.  Pat- 
terson, of  Des  Moines.  His  father,  Samuel 
Patterson,  was  a  fruit  box  manufacturer. 
He  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  where  he  was 
born  in  1828.  Grandfather  Robert  Patter- 
son was  born  and  reared  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1816  and 
settled  in  Maryland,  where  he  married  a 
Pennsylvania  German  girl  named  Anna 
Stahl.  John  Patterson  was  the  author  of 
**  Conflicts  in  Nature  and  Life, "  and  **  Polit- 
ical Economy."  A  third  work,  **A  His- 
tory of  Religion,"  was  unfinished  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Martha  Frampton,  and  she  was 
born  in  Darke  county,  Ohio.  She  is  still 
living.  Grandfather  Hugh  Frampton  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  English  parents. 
His  wife,  Mary  Coppas  Frampton,  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  whose  parents 
were  slaveholders,  but  freed  their  negroes 
long  before  the  war. 

Dr.  M.  F.  Patterson  was  born  at  Horatio, 
Ohio,  January  19,  1857.  He  inherited  a 
liking  for  books,  and  evinced  a  remarkable 
aptitude  for  learning  at  an  early  age.  He 
graduated  from  the  high  school  of  Berlin 
Heights,  Ohio,  before  he  was  18  years  old. 
When  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  prepare 
for  the  profession  of  medicine,  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  Western  Reserve 
university  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
graduated  March  2,  1881;  he  took  a  course 
in  eye  and  ear  diseases  at  the  New  York 
Post  Graduate  college,  during  the  winter 
of  1888-9,  and  during  the  summer  of  1893 
supplemented  his  expert  knowledge  of  the 
eye  and  ear  with  a  course  in  the  Chicago 
Polyclinic.  During  the  summer  of  1894, 
and  the  following  winter,  his  time  was  de- 
voted to  study  and  practice  in  the  Chicago 
eye  and  ear  hospitals,  during  the  after- 
noons, and  to  work  in  the  Rush  laboratory 
in  the  forenoons.  In  the  winter  of  1894-5 
he  was  appointed  a  junior  ear  surgeon  in 
the  Illinois  Eye  and  Ear  infirmary,  but 
could  not  retain  a  position  on  the  staff,  be- 
cause it  was  his  intention  to  leave  the  city. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1882  and  located  first  at 
Fonda.  That  place  was  his  home  during 
most  of  the  years  up  to  1895,  at  which  time 
he  removed  to  Des  Moines.     He  was  first 


engaged  in  the  drug  business,  with  gen- 
eral practice,  but  in  1889  devoted  himself  to 
the  eye  and  ear  almost  wholly  until  now  he 
is  a  successful  specialist  in  his  line,  holding 
the  chair  of  otology  and  rhino-laryngology 
in  the  College  of  Physicans  and  Surgeons, 
Des  Moines. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
association,  Iowa  State  Medical  society, 
Des  Moines  Valley  Medical  association,  the 
Polk  County  Medical  society,  and  South- 
western Iowa  Medical  society.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  all  the  Masonic  bodies, 
both  York  and  Scottish  Rites.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  famous  Grant  club,  the  lead- 


ing republican  organization  of  Des  Moines, 
occupying  a  fine  club  house.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Cora  E.  Wood,  of  Fonda,  De- 
cember 6,  1883.  She  is  the  daughter  of  A, 
B.  P.  and  Cordelia  K.  Wood.  Mr.  Wood 
was  an  attorney  of  considerable  note,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1887,  was  the 
owner  of  several  sections  of  land  in  Poca- 
hontas county.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson 
have  two  children:  Alpheas  W.,  born  July 
28,  1885,  and  Cordelia,  born  May  23,  1887. 


JORDAN,  Richard  Francis,  is  a  lead 
ing  citizen,  successful  lawyer  and  influential 
democrat  of  Boone  county.     He  was  born 
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in  Queensburg  township,  Warren  county, 
N.  Y.,  not  far  from  Glen's  Palls,  March  19, 
1856.  His  parents  were  John  and  Ann 
C!onnelley  Jordan.  The  father  was  a  farm- 
er in  easy  circumstances,  who  retired  from 
active  life  in  1889.  Both  Father  and  Moth- 
er Jordan  were  natives  of  Ireland,  coming 
to  this  country  in  early  youth.  It  is  under- 
stood in  the  family  that  his  people  origi- 
nally came  from  Holland,  as  soldiers  under 
William  of  Orange  in  one  of  his  campaigns 
in  Ireland,  and  that  they  settled  in  the  city 
of  Waterford,  Ireland,  and  eventually  be- 
came as  children  to  the  manor  bom.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jordan  were  married  at  Glen's 
Palls,  N.  Y.,  January  25,  1855.  They 
lived  in  Dixon,  111.,  from  1856  to  1866,  and 
in  April  of  the  latter  year  drove  overland 
from  that  place  to  Boone  county,  Iowa, 
where  they  purchased  a  farm  in  Colfax 
township,  which  continued  to  be  the  family 
home  until  1889.  Richard  attended  the 
city  schools  of  Dixon,  111.,  until  he  was  10 
years  of  age,  and  after  tiiat  attended  the 
country  district  schools  of  Boone  county 
until  he  was  17  years  of  age.  In  March, 
1874,  he  entered  the  State  Agricultural 
college  at  Ames  in  the  regular  course  as 
freshman,  and  continued  there  until  No- 
vember, 1877,  when  he  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  science.  He  stood 
second  in  the  markings  of  his  class  and 
was  selected  as  one  of  the  ten  to  partici- 
pate in  the  graduating  exercises.  While 
in  college  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Bachelors'  Debating  society,  and  in  gener- 
al took  an  active  interest  in  all  college  class 
matters  while  there.  During  his  viEications 
and  for  a  short  time  after  graduating  he 
taught  country  schools.  In  August,  1878, 
he  entered  the  Iowa  Law  school  at  Des 
Moines,  which  was  a  department  of  the 
Simpson  Centenary  college.  There  he 
completed  the  course  in  the  study  of  law, 
receiving  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  supreme 
court  of  Iowa,  June  9,  1879.  During  the 
time  he  was  in  law  school  he  also  read  law 
in  the  office  of  Miller  &  Godfrey,  in  Des 
Moines.  He  has  always  been  a  student, 
keeping  abreast  of  the  times,  keeping  him- 
self posted  in  all  the  new  changes  in  the 
laws  of  our  country  and  in  the  decisions  of 
the  supreme  court.  He  has  been  success- 
ful and  has  advanced  in  his  profession  by 
simply  sticking  to  his  work,  giving  his 
best  efforts  to  his  profession  and  treating 
all  with  whom  he  deals  in  a  fair  and  hon- 
orable manner — a  firm  believer  in  the  old 
proverb:  ** Honesty  is  the  best  policy." 

24 


In  1879,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
M.  K.  Ramsey,  which  was  dissolved  in 
1882;  he  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
G.  W.  Crooks,  which  continued  until  the 
first  of  January,  1891,  when  another  part- 
nership was  formed  with  O.  M.  Brockett, 
which  continued  until  October,  1896.  Mr. 
Jordan  has  had  active  work  in  his  profes- 
sion ever  since  he  entered  it,  and  in  the 
last  ten  years  has  been  interested  on  one 
side  or  the  other  of  all  the  important  cases 
which  have  arisen  in  Boone  county. 

On  obtaining  his  majority,  he  affiliated 
himself  with  the  democratic  party  and  has 
been  a  democrat  ever  since.     He  was  a 


delegate  from  the  Tenth  congressional  dis- 
trict to  the  democratic  national  convention 
in  1896.  He  has  never  held  any  public 
office  other  than  that  of  member  of  the 
school  board  for  three  years,  city  solicitor 
for  nine  years  and  member  of  the  library 
board  of  his  city  at  the  present  time.  He 
was  at  one  time  the  candidate  for  senator 
from  his  district,  but  was  defeated  on  ac- 
count of  the  strength  of  the  republican 
party. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  married  May  23,  1882, 
at  Des  Moines,  to  Martha  H.  Lynch.  They 
have  three  children:  John  W.,  Frank  and 
Helen.  He  belongs  to  no  secret  society  or 
club. 
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FLINDT,  William.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Spencer,  none 
are  more  worthy  of  mention  in  a  work  of 
this  character  than  William  Flindt,  who 
was  born  at  Winona,  Minn. ,  May  16,  1863. 
His  father,  Claus  H.  Flindt,  was  a  native 
of  Sleswick-Holstein,  Germany.  He  came 
to  this  country  when  a  young  man  and 
soon  after  married  Anna  Walburge  Sipple, 
who  was  a  native  of  Prussia.  They 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Freeborn  county, 
Minn.,  where,  by  industry  and  frugality, 
they  managed  to  amass  a  competency 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  retire  from 
active  life,  and  they  now  reside  at  Albert 
Lea,  Minn.,  where  Mr.  Flindt  assisted  in 


the  organization  of  the  First  National 
bank  of  that  place  and  has  always  been  one 
of  the  active  directors  of  that  flourishing 
institution.  William  lived  with  his  parents 
on  the  farm  until  he  was  18  years  old, 
when  he  attended,  for  one  year,  the  Albert 
Lea  high  school,  working  for  his  board 
and  working  at  odd  jobs  between  times  to 
pay  his  way.  After  leaving  school  he 
worked  for  a  time  in  a  grocery  store  at  $25 
per  month,  and  soon  after  engaged  with  S. 
Strauss,  a  leading  clothier  of  Albert  Lea, 
where  he  worked  for  five  years  and  thor- 
oughly learned  the  business.  He  came  to 
Iowa  September  1,  1887,  locating  at  Spen- 
cer, where  he  opened  up  a  clothing  store 


in  partnership  with  his  former  employer, 
S.  Strauss,  under  the  firm  name  of  Flindt 
&  Strauss,  the  business  being  conducted  by 
Mr.  Flindt,  Mr.  Strauss  retaining  his 
residence  in  Albert  Lea,  Minn.,  where  he 
was  still  engaged  in  business.  In  1891 
they  established  a  branch  store  in  Hartley, 
Iowa,  which  they  sold  a  year  later.  In 
1894  they  established  a  branch  store  at 
Oelwein,  Iowa,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Flindt,  Strauss  &  Oleson,  which  they  still 
own.  In  1891  Mr.  Flindt  established  a 
merchant  tailoring  business  in  connection 
with  his  clothing  store  at  Spencer,  but  sold 
the  same  to  L.  Carlson  one  year  later.  In 
1896  he  bought  the  interest  of  his  partner, 
Mr.  Strauss,  in  the  Spencer  business,  and 
has  since  conducted  it  alone.  He  has  been 
remarkably  successful  in  business  and  al- 
though he  is  still  a  young  man,  has  acquired 
a  considerable  amount  of  this  world's 
goods. 

Several  years  ago  he  became  a  stock- 
holder in  the  First  National  bank  of  Spencer, 
and  was  afterwards  elected  a  director  of 
that  institution.  When  the  control  of  the 
bank  passed  into  other  hands  in  January, 
1897,  he  resigned  his  position  as  director 
and  associate  himself  with  others  in  the 
organization  of  the  Citizens  State  bank  of 
Spencer,  of  which  institution  he  is  a  large 
stockholder  and  director.  He  is  also 
treasurer  and  director  of  the  Spencer  Build- 
ing and  Loan  association,  and  treasurer  and 
director  of  the  Iowa  Mercantile  Fire  Insur- 
ance association,  in  the  organization  of  which 
he  rendered  considerable  assistance  in  1895. 
He  has  always  been  a  zealous  republican 
and  has  always  taken  a  great  interest  in 
politics,  but  has  never  been  a  candidate  for, 
or  held,  any  public  office,  except  for  a  time 
a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Spencer. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order, 
holding  membership  in  the  Blue  Lodg-e, 
Chapter,  Knights  Templars  and  Eastern 
Star.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  sub- 
ordinate Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and 
Uniform  Rank.  He  has  held  a  number 
of  offices  in  this  organization,  among  them 
that  of  chancellor  commander.  He  does 
not  belong  to  any  church,  but  usually  at- 
tends the  Congregational. 

He  was  married  January  14,  1891,  to 
Miss  Emma  M.  Brundin,  at  Albert  Lea, 
Minn.  They  have  three  children,  Lillian 
M.,  Charlotta  Coline,  and  William  Fred- 
erick, Jr.  Mr.  Flindt  is  an  energetic, 
wide-awake,  progressive  business  man, 
public  spirited  and  active  in  all  the  affairs 
of  his  community.     He  takes  a  great  inter- 
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est  in  everything  intended  to  build  up  the 
material  and  moral  institutions  of  the  city, 
contributes  liberally  to  all  worthy  objects, 
and  is  a  good  example  of  a  thorough  and 
successful  business  man. 


SEEDS,  Edward  P.,  former  associate 
justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  Mexico, 
and  professor  of  law  in  the  State  University 
of  Iowa,  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  on 
August  1,  1855. 

His  father,  William  H.  Seeds,  was  of  a  family 
that  had  been  identified  with  the  history  and  de- 
velopment of  Wilmington,  Del.,  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury. Ck)mmencing  life  as  a  carpenter,  William  H. 
Seeds  availed  himself  of  the  opportunities  then  af- 
forded by  the  new  west,  and  early  removed  to  Man- 
chester, Iowa.  Here,  after  a  few  years,  he  ac- 
cumulated means  and  engaged  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness, In  which  he  continued  to  be  interested  until 
his  death.  Sarah  T.  Pazson,  whom  he  married, 
came  of  a  good,  old  Quaker  family,  of  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. An  uncle  of  hers  was  one  of  the  executors 
of  Stephen  Girard's  will,  and  a  cousin,  Edward  M. 
Paxson,  was  for  a  score  of  years  chief  justice  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Edward  P.  Seeds  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Manchester  and  at  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  graduating  from 
the  law  department  of  the  University  in 
June,  1877.  His  early  tastes  may  be  j  udged 
by  the  fact  that,  when  about  15  years  old, 
he  worked  out  poll  tax  on  the  public  road 
for  two  days  in  order  to  secure  money 
to  buy  a  copy  of  **  Mill's  Logic,  *'  which  his 
father  had  refused  to  buy  him.  After  grad- 
uating he  began  his  practice  of  law  with 
Calvin  Yoran,  of  Manchester,  remaining 
with  him  for  three  years,  and  afterwards 
practicing  alone  for  two  years.  Then  he 
went  into  the  railway  postal  service  and 
continued  until  1885,  when  Mr.  Cleveland 
displaced  him  and  appointed  a  democrat. 
Mr.  Seeds  then  returned  to  the  practice  of 
law,  at  Manchester,  and  was  soon  after 
elected  city  solicitor,  which  position  he 
held  until  he  resigned,  during  his  second 
term,  to  become  state  senator  for  Delaware 
and  Buchanan  counties  in  the  Twenty- 
second  and  Tweuty-third  General  Assem- 
blies. He  resigned  this  position  in  August, 
1890,  to  become  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  New  Mexico,  a  position  to 
which  he  was  appointed  by  President  Har- 
rison, upon  the  recommendation  of  Senator 
Allison  and  Col.  D.  B.  Henderson.  He  was 
judge  of  the  First  judicial  district,  with 
headquarters  and  residence  at  Santa  Pe,  the 
capital,  and  served  for  the  full  four-years' 
term.     Before  the  termination  of  his  official 


term,  Mr.  Cleveland  again  became  presi- 
dent, and  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made 
by  son](e  of  the  judge's  opponents  to  have 
him  removed.  In  1890  and  1891,  during  his 
judicial  term  in  the  supreme  court,  some 
election  cases  which  came  before  Judge 
Seeds  attracted  wide  attention  and  produced 
considerable  excitement  locally.  The  demo- 
cratic county  commissioner  of  Santa  Pe  and 
Taoso  counties  undertook  to  control  the  re- 
sultof  the  election  for  territorial  legislators 
by  refusing  to  canvass  the  vote,  in  a  strong 
republican  precinct,  upon  a  technicality. 
The  commissioners  were  summoned  before 
Justice  Seeds  to  show  cause  why  they  should 
not  count  the  whole  vote.  After  hearing 
the  case  the  court  ordered  the  commission- 
ers to  canvass  the  whole  vote,  and,  upon 
their  refusal  to  do  so,  committed  them  to 


jail  for  contempt.  They  had  no  sooner 
been  imprisoned  than,  upon  an  order 
signed  by  three  justices  of  the  peace,  sit- 
ting as  a  court,  they  were  liberated  by  the 
sheriff,  under  alleged  authority  given  by  a 
territorial  statute.  This  was  a  seeming 
conflict  of  authority  between  local  and  fed- 
eral courts,  and  was  finally  appealed  to  the 
United  States  supreme  court,  which  sus- 
tained the  decree  of  Justice  Seeds. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term.  Judge 
Seeds  returned  to  Manchester,  where  his 
family  had  preceded  him,  with  the  intention 
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of  visiting  for  a  while  and  then  returning  to 
the  west.  The  unexpected  death  of  his 
father,  shortly  afterward,  caused  a  change 
in  his  plans  and  he  remained  in  Manchester. 
In  1895  he  was  elected  professor  of  law  in 
the  State  university. 

On  December  6,  1877,  Judge  Seeds  was 
married  to  Miss  Willa  Holmes.  She  is 
a  native  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  and  the  fam- 
ilies of  both  her  father  and  mother  are 
known  and  honored  in  New  York  and  the 
New  England  states.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren: Sarah  Ethel,  born  October  28, 1878, 
who  is  now  at  Oberlin  college  in  Ohio,  and 
Bertha  Willa,  bom  May  24,  1882. 


GARDNER,  Dr.  IraKilbourn,  of  New 
Hampton,  is  a  highly  educated  physician, 


a  graduate  of  the  medical  department  of 
Michigan  university  in  1870,  and  a  post- 
graduate of  the  Chicago  Polyclinic  Medical 
school  in  1890.  He  was  born  in  Kilworth, 
Canada,  February  8,  1846.  His  father, 
Abel  S.  Gardner,  was  a  miller  until  he 
reached  middle  age  and  then  took  up  the 
occupation  of  farming.  His  paternal  an- 
cestors came  to  America  with  the  early 
colonists  and  were  in  the  revolution.  His 
mother,  Mary  M.  Parker,  was  bom  in 
Switzerland,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
her  parents  when  only  4  years  old. 


Young  Ira  passed  through  the  common 
schools  and  when  old  enough  entered  the 
Michigan  State  Normal  school,  at  Ypsilanti, 
where  he  made  an  excellent  record  as  a 
faithful  and  industrious  student.  After 
completing  his  medical  course  at  Michigan 
university  in  1870,  Dr.  Gardner  located 
first  at  Lawler,  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa. 
Here  he  enjoyed  a  good  practice  and 
acquired  the  varied  experience  which  is 
necessary  to  develop  the  perceptive  fac- 
ulties and  ripen  the  judgment  of  young* 
practitioners.  In  1877  he  was  ready  for  a 
larger  field  of  usefulness  and  removed  to 
New  Hampton. 

Since  engaging  in  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  he  has  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  many  in  that  vicinity  by  the 
exercise  of  his  rare  skill  as  a  physician 
and  surgeon,  and  he  possesses  the  con- 
fidence of  the  entire  surrounding  com- 
munity. He  enjoys  a  large  practice,  and 
he  is  a  pleasant,  intelligent  and  capable 
gentleman,  as  well  as  an  educated  and  con- 
scientious practitioner.  He  has  a  fine 
library  and  a  full  equipment  of  surgical 
instruments  and  appliances. 

Two  years  ago  Dr.  Gardner  completed 
the  finest  residence  in  the  city,  built  of 
brown  stone,  brick  and  frame  and  fumishcMi 
throughout  with  all  the  latest  conveniences, 
such  as  electric  lights,  steam  heat,  toilet 
and  bath  rooms,  electric  bells,  etc.  Dr. 
Gardner  has  his  office,  reception  and  ex- 
amination rooms,  also  library  and  labora- 
tory, at  his  residence,  at  the  comer  of 
Chestnut  Avenue  and  Court  street,  idl 
fitted  up  in  an  elegant  and  convenient 
manner. 

In  1871  Dr.  Gardner  was  married  to  Miss 
Maggie  Gardner,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Nellie  E. 

The  doctor  has  been  a  constant  and  con- 
sistent republican  since  attaining  his 
majority,  but  has  always  refused  to  Income 
a  candidate  for  any  but  minor  local  offices. 
He  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  member 
of  numerous  medical  societies:  The  Inter- 
national Medical  congress,  American  Med- 
ical association,  Iowa  State  Medical  society, 
Austin  Flint  Medical  society,  Nortii  Iowa 
Medical  society,  and  Wapsie  Valley  Med- 
ical association.  Dr.  Gardner  is  now,  and 
has  been  for  many  years,  local  surgeon 
for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  company.  The  doctor  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
for  the  past  six  years,  being  its  president 
the  last  four  years. 
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SMITH,  Lewis  H.,  of  Algooa,  Iowa, 
was  bom  at  West  Cambridge,  now  Belmont, 
Mass.,  March  21,  1835.  His  father,  Ed- 
ward Smith,  was  a  mason  and  contractor, 
and  afterwards  a  farmer  at  the  same  place, 
where  he  married  Abigail  Wyman  Rich- 
ardson, daughter  of  Richard  Richardson, 
of  Ashby,  Mass.,  the  man  who  constructed 
the  old  turnpike  road  from  Cambridge  to 
Concord,  Mass.  Young  Smith  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  school  in  West  Cam- 
bridge, in  the  usual  branches,  including 
mathematics  and  surveying,  and  the  Latin 
and  French  languages.  He  did  not  enter 
college,  but  became  a  clerk  in  a  whole- 
sale cigar  store,  for  his  uncle,  one  year, 
1851.  He  came  west  in  May,  1853,  and  was 
employed  as  a  rodman  in  the  engineering 
corps  on  the  Chicago  &  Rock  Island 
railroad,  at  Tiskilwa,  and  Sheffield,  111. 
He  went  to  Iowa  in  December,  1853,  on  the 
old  Mississippi  &  Missouri,  now  the  Chi- 
cago, Rock  Island  &  Pacific  railroad,  work- 
ing as  a  rodman,  and  afterward  as  leveller 
and  transit  man  on  the  same  road,  between 
Davenport  and  Grinnell,  and  on  a  branch 
line  from  Muscatine  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
worked  on  all  these  lines  until  the  fall  of 
1854.  He  taught  school  at  Snook's  Grove, 
between  what  are  now  Victor  and  Brook- 
lyn, during  the  winter  of  1855,  in  the  Man- 
att  settlement.  He  then  went  to  Kossuth 
county  via  Des  Moines  and  Ft.  Dodge,  be- 
ing engaged  in  the  United  States  surveys 
under  Gov.  C.  C.  Carpenter.  He  entered 
the  county  July  4,  1855;  one  month  later  he 
was  elected  the  first  county  surveyor,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1856  surveyed  and  platted 
the  town  site  of  Algona. 

In  April,  1857,  he  volunteered  to  go  with  A.  L. 
Sieeley,  Jacob  Cummins,  Peter  Reibhoff,  William 
CampDell,  Mr.  Tattle  and  his  son  Ck)lumbu8,  under 
the  leadership  of  Capt.  W.  H.  Ingham,  from  Al- 
gona to  the  head  of  the  east  fork  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  to  learn  whether  Mr.  Tuttle's  family  were 
killed  by  the  Indians.  They  found  and  drove  out 
of  the  country,  two  bands  of  Indians.  In  May,  1857, 
he  was  elected  captain  of  the  first  military  com- 
panjr  raised  in  the  county,  but  he  never  saw  service 
in  uiat  capacity.  He  put  up  the  first  notary's  sign, 
the  first  store  sign,  and  in  connection  with  Captain 
Ingham,  the  firat  bank  sign  in  the  county.  He 
brought  to  the  county  the  first  sewing  machine 
and  the  first  piano,  put  up  the  first  frame  building 
in  Algona,  and  burned  the  first  kerosene  oil  in  the 
county,  and  received  for  services  the  first  county 
warrant  issued  in  the  county.  He  also  received  the 
first  warrant  issued  in  Emmet  county,  for  locating 
the  county  seat  of  Emmet  county  at  Estherville, 
under  a  commission  from  the  governor. 

In  August,  1857,  he  was  elected  judge  of  Kossuth 
county,  only  three  votes  being  cast  against  him, 
and  was  at  that  time  probably  the  youngest  county 
judge   in   the  stiie.     In  1806  he  was  appointed 


county  judge  to  succeed  Luther  Rist,  who  resigned, 
and  at  the  general  election,  1867,  was  elected  county 
judge,  and  served  till  the  office  was  abolished. 

He  served  as  enrolling  and  reading  clerk  under 
Hon.  Chas.  Aldrich,  at  the  legislative  session  of 
1860  (when  the  code  was  revis^)  and  at  the  extra 
session  of  1861  (the  first  war  session).  He  was 
deputv  county  treasurer  under  L.  L.  Treat  in  1860 
and  1861,  and  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
being  the  first  admission  in  the  county,  by  Judffe 
A.  H.  Hubbard,  in  1860.  In  1859  he  was  a  commis- 
sioner with  Judge  Pease,  of  Webster,  and  Judge 
Hutchison,  of  Humboldt  counties,  to  settle  all  ac- 
counts between  Humboldt  and  Webster  counties. 
In  1862  he  was  appointed  quartermaster  of  the 
Northern  Border  brigade,  a  force  of  five  companies 
of  cavalry  raised  by  the  state,  and  commanded  by 
Lieut. -Col.  J.  A.  Sawyer,  for  defense  of  the 
border  against  the  Indians,  after  the  Indian  massa- 
cre in  1862,  in  Minnesota,  continuing  in  the  service 
till  January,  1864.    In  1864,  with  J.  E.  Blackford 


and  E.  N.  Weaver,  he  operated  a  saw  mill  in  connec- 
tion with  other  business.  In  1865  he  was  again 
elected  surveyor  of  Kossuth  county,  but  did  not 
qualify,  owing  to  other  business.  In  1865  and  win- 
ter of  1866  was  engaged  as  engineer  of  the  Sawyers' 
wagon  road,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Niobrara  river 
to  Virginia  City,  Mont  This  road,  1,000  miles  in 
length,  was  for  nearly  the  whole  distance  throufirh 
an  unexplored  country,  teeming  with  hostile 
Indians,  and  but  for  the  bravery  and  indomitable 
energy  of  Colonel  Sawyers,  the  party  would  never 
have  gotten  through. 

Like  many  other  government  wagon  roads,  the 
pushing  out  of  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad,  in 
1866  and  1867,  rendered  it  useless.  In  July,  1866, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Algona,  but  re- 
signed in  1867,  on  account  of  other  business.  In 
the  spring  of  1866,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
John  G.  Smith  (since  a  member  of  the  legislature 
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of  Iowa,  and  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  super-, 
visort  of  this  county),  he  oommenoed  sellinff  mer- 
chandise at  Algona.  In  1868,  Francis  C.  Rist,  a 
brother-in-law  and  a  pioneer  of  1855,  entered  the 
firm.  In  January,  1870,  Mr.  Smith  sold  out  his 
interest,  and  entered  the  bankings  business  in  com- 
pany with  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Ingham,  as  president,  and 
Lewis  H.  Smith,  as  cashier,  which  has  been  contin- 
ued to  this  time  with  the  largest  line  of  depositors 
and  business  of  any  bank  in  the  county.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  republican  in  politics,  was  a  member  of 
the  state  republican  central  committee  in  1858-59-60, 
and  was  secretary  of  state  conventions  in  those 
years.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1867,  in  Prudence 
Lodge  No.  205,  and  was  master  of  the  lodge  three 

?ears:  also  a  companion  in  Prudence  Chapter  No 
0.  He  is  also  a  Knight  Templar  in  Esdraelon 
Commanderv  No.  52,  of  Estherville,  Iowa.  He 
does  not  belong  to  any  church,  but  attends  the 
Ck)ngregational  church,  where  his  wife  is  a  regular 
member.  He  was  trustee  of  Algona  college  from 
its  inception  in  1870  to  its  dissolution.  Ck>mmeno- 
ing  in  1878,  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Insane  Hospital  at  Independence,  serv- 
ing twelve  years,  being  president  of  the  board 
eight  years. 

He  was  married  in  August,  1857,  to 
Abbie  M.  Rist,  daughter  of  Hon.  Luther 
Rist,  formerly  of  Whiten ville,  Mass.,  and 
a  pioneer  of  Kossuth  county  of  1866.  She 
died  in  1866,  leaving  four  children,  Mary 
A.,  Nellie  E.,  Fannie  S.,  and  Edward  L., 
the  last  named  being  now  dead. 

He  was  married  the  second  time  in  1872, 
to  Eugenia  Rist,  widow  of  Francis  C.  Rist, 
who  was  a  son  of  Luther  Rist,  above  named, 
and  a  pioneer  of  1855.  She  had  at  that 
time  three  children,  Charles  W. ,  Hiram  E. 
and  Dick,  who  are  still  living.  The  chil- 
dren by  the  last  marriage  are  Mabel  F., 
Ruby  E.,  and  Hortense  M.,  all  of  whom 
are  now  living. 


WEEKS,  Elbert  Wright,  a  lawyer 
and  successful  republican  politician,  of 
Guthrie  Center,  is  a  familiar  figure  in  re- 
publican conventions,  state  and  national, 
and  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
politics  of  his  state.  Possibly  this  may  be 
accounted  for  in  part  by  the  fact  that  he 
was  born  in  Ohio.  That  event,  which  gave 
to  the  world  a  man  of  worth  and  to  many,  a 
royal,  true  friend,  occurred  in  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  October  7,  1850.  His  parents  were 
Henry  Weeks,  a  farmer,  born  on  Long 
Island,  and  Sarah  A.  Wright,  his  wife,  a 
native  of  Canada.  In  1856  the  family  re- 
moved to  Green  township,  Iowa  county, 
Iowa,  and  settled  on  a  farm.  The  son, 
Elbert,  had  about  the  same  experiences  as 
other  farmers'  boys,  doing  his  share  of  the 
farm  work  during  the  busy  seasons  and 
going  to  school  when  he  could  be  spared. 
He  was  an  industrious  boy,  picking  up  a 


dollar  whenever  he  could  by  extra  work 
for  neighbors,  making  rails  or  doing  what- 
ever offered.  Largely  by  his  own  efforts 
he  attended  the  State  university  and  grad- 
uated from  the  law  department  in  June, 
1873,  locating  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Guthrie  Center,  May,  1876.  Mr. 
Weeks  has  always  been  active  m  politics. 
He  is  naturally  adapted  to  it,  for  he  knows 
how  to  make  friends  and  to  hold  them.  Al- 
ways ready  to  help  others,  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  he  would  be  selected  for 
political  honors,  as  he  has  been  several 
times.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  republican 
national  convention  in  1884  and  an  alter- 
nate in  1888.     He  was  one  of  the  organizers 


of  the  republican  state  and  national  leagues 
and  has  been  a  delegate  from  Iowa  to 
nearly  all  the  national  conventions  of  the 
league  for  ten  years.  He  was  assistant 
secretary  of  the  convention  m  Milwaukee 
in  1896.  He  was  elected  state  secretary  of 
the  republican  league  in  1895  and  held  the 
office  several  years.  He  has  been  regarded 
as  a  congressional  probability  in  the  Ninth 
district  for  several  years.  Mr.  Weeks  be- 
longs to  the  Odd  Fellows'  Encampment,  is 
a  Knight  Templar  in  Masonry,  and  was 
grand  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
of  Iowa  for  1891  and  1892.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
was  married  June  2,  1878,  to  Miss  Lorena 
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Bower.  Two  children  were  born  to  them: 
Lena,  bom  January  3,  1880,  and  Henry, 
bom  March  2,  1884.  Mrs.  Weeks  died 
March  13,  1884,  and  Mr.  Weeks  was  again 
married  March  17,  1887,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Biggs.  They  have  two  children:  Seth, 
bom  December  15,  1887,  and  Wright,  Jr., 
bom  January  27,  1890.  Successful  in  his 
profession,  with  a  happy  home  and  a  multi- 
tude of  friends,  Mr.  Weeks  is  what  people 
call  **  comfortably  fixed  in  life. " 


HARRIS,  Robert  Henry,  usually 
called  "Bob  Harris,"  of  Missouri  Valley, 
Harrison  county,  editor  of  the  Missouri 
Valley  daily  and  weekly  Times,  is  the  son 
of  Judge  D.  M.  Harris.  He  was  born  in 
Williamsport,  Maury  county,  Tenn., 
March  23,  1854.  His  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Martha  Minerva  White.  In 
1854  his  parents  moved  to  Audubon  county, 
Iowa,  where  his  father  became  county 
judge,  and  served  three  terms  in  the  Iowa 
state  legislature.  He  was  a  candidate  for 
lieutenant-governor  on  the  democratic 
ticket  in  1866,  and  afterward  a  candidate 
for  congress  on  the  democratic  ticket  from 
the  Ninth  congressional  district,  in  both 
cases  being  defeated,  as  the  state  and  dis- 
trict were  both  largely  republican. 

**Bob"  Harris  received  a  common  school 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
state.  In  1863  his  father  commenced  the 
publication  of  the  Guthrie  County  Ledger,  in 
the  town  of  Panora,  and  the  subject  of  this 
biography  commenced  at  that  early  age, 
9  years,  to  make  himself  useful  in  his 
father's  office,  and  under  the  instruction  of 
John  McLune,  foreman  of  the  Ledger,  he 
took  his  first  lesson  as  a  typo.  In  1868  his 
parents  moved  to  Missouri  Valley,  and  his 
father  established  the^  ffarrisonian,  the 
first  paper  in  this  young  city,  where  **Bob" 
became  a  leading  hand  in  its  publication, 
working  in  the  office  and  attending  school 
until  1872,  when  he  went  on  a  tramp,  work- 
ing in  many  offices  throughout  the  country. 
During  that  year  Judge  Harris,  the  father, 
sold  his  paper,  and  went  to  Independence, 
Kan.,  and  bought  of  V.  B.  Bennett,  the 
Kansas  Democrat,  in  which  **Bob"  became  a 
typo  and  continued  with  his  father,  until 
1874,  when  he  returned  with  his  parents  to 
Iowa.  During  that  year  his  father  estab- 
lished the  Audubmi  County  Defender,  at 
Exira,  and  he  assisted  in  its  publication. 
In  1875  they  sold  the  Defender  office  and 
located  in  Atlantic,  Cass  county,  Iowa,  and 
established  the  Cap  Sheaf,  a  weekly  paper. 


and  in  1876  sold  the  Cap  Slieaf,  and  returned 
to  Missouri  Valley  and  bought  the  Missouri 
Valley  Times.  They  conducted  this  paper 
under  the  firm  name  of  D.  M.  Harris  & 
Sons  until  1894,  when  **Bob"  bought  the 
entire  outfit,  and  became  its  editor  and  pub- 
lisher. It  is  one  of  the  leading  papers  of 
the  west.  His  first  and  last  dollar  was 
made  in  the  profession  of  printer,  having 
learned  the  entire  business  from  A  to  X, 
to  editor  and  publisher,  and  never  engaged 
in  any  other  business. 

Mr.  Harris  has  always  been  a  democrat, 
having  been  born  of  democratic  stock,  and 
having  been  engaged  in  publishing  a  dem- 
ocratic paper  from  childhood.  He  is  well 
fitted  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  party  in  a 
state  in  which  democracy  is  in  the  minor- 
ity, being  aggressive  and  fearless.  He  has 


never  held  nor  has  he  sought  any  public 
office.  He  has  been  a  Mason  from  early 
manhood  and  also  belongs  to  several  other 
social  orders.  He  was  married  in  Audubon 
county,  Iowa,  on  September  15,  1874,  to 
Miss  Prances  Chapman.  They  have  had 
four  children  born  to  them,  three  of  whom 
are  living,  viz:  Prank,  born  March  12, 1876, 
is  a  musician  of  note,  having  studied  his 
profession  in  Berlin,  Germany,  for  two 
years;  Earl  R.,  born  October  5,  1878,  who 
is  now  local  editor  of  the  Daily  Times,  and 
Delia,  born  December  1,  1884. 
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SPERING,  Francis  Edwin,  born  in 
Northampton  county,  Penn.,  January  13, 
1826;  died  in  Marengo,  Iowa,  July  25,  1892; 
was  for  many  years  editor  of  the  Marengo 
Republican  and  was  for  seventeen  years 
connected  with  the  New  York  Herald,  most 
of  the  time  in  the  responsible  position  of 
day  foreman.  His  father,  William  E. 
Spering,  was  a  lawyer  of  favorable  repute 
in  his  section  of  the  state,  who  was  hon- 
ored with  numerous  public  trusts,  and  was 
married  to  Hannah  Ewing,  who  came  of  a 
highly  respected  family  and  is  spoken  of 
as  a  Christian  lady  of  noble  aspirations 
and  rare  attainments.     They  brought  up 


a  family  of  eight  sons  and  three  daughters, 
of  whom  Francis  was  the  sixth  son.  The 
latter  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, and  having  energy,  ambition  and  a 
fixed  purpose  in  life,  he  succeeded,  though 
he  held  only  a  common  school  education. 

At  the  age  of  11  years  he  began  his  life  as  an 
apprentice  in  the  office  of  the  Northampton  Whig, 
a  small  weekly  newspaper  published  in  his  home 
town.  At  the  age  of  14  he  had  mastered  his  trade 
and  accepted  a  position  on  the  Jeffersonian  Bepubli- 
can,  in  Stroudsburg,  Penn.  At  the  close  of  the 
Harrison  campaign  in  1844,  with  a  partner,  he  took 
charge  of  the  paper.  Although  young  and  inex- 
perienced and  having  very  small  capital,  they  were 
successful  and  the  partnership  continued  vntil  the 
winter  of  1848,  when  young  Spering  retired  and  the 
following  spring  went  to  Honsdale,  Penn,  and  took 


charge  of  a  democratic  paper  at  that  place,  where 
he  remained  until  January,  1849.  In  May,  1849,  he 
went  to  New  York  and  entered  the  composing  room 
of  the  New  York  Herald.  Close  attention  to  his 
work  soon  gained  the  appreciation  of  his  employers 
and  he  was  made  day  foreman  of  the  Herald  com- 
posing room  at  the  age  of  23  years,  occupying  a 
position  of  great  responsibility  and  trust  on  one  of 
the  greatest  dailv  newsapers  in  the  world.  His 
seventeen  years  of  continuous  service  on  the  Herald 
marked  an  epoch  of  the  most  rapid  strides  of  ad- 
vancement in  the  history  of  journalism,  embracing 
the  active  years  of  the  career  of  James  Gordon 
Bennett,  Sr.,  including  the  stirring  times  before 
and  during  the  civil  war  and  reaching  well  down 
into  the  period  of  reconstruction.  It  was  the  best 
kind  of  schooling  for  Mr.  Spering  and  he  soon 
developed  into  a  writer  of  recognized  force  and 
ability;  but  he  decided  to  estabUsh  a  business  of 
his  own,  though  he  might  have  attained  distinction 
In  New  York.  The  west  offered  wonderful  oppor- 
tunities. Cities  were  springing  up  and  the 
wilderness  was  fast  developing  into  a  blaze  of 
activity  and  improvement  Mr.  Spering  severed 
his  connection  with  the  Heraid  and  started  west. 
In  July,  1866,  he  bought  the  Montezuma  Bepublican^ 
in  the  thriving  county  seat  of  Poweshiek  county, 
which  he  conducted  until  the  following  February, 
when  he  removed  to  Marengo,  the  county  seat  of 
Iowa  county,  and  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the 
Marengo  Sepublican,  having  as  a  partner,  H.  R. 
Crenshaw,  a  popular  young  soldier,  well  qualified 
for  the  work.  The  paper  soon  took  rank  among 
the  best  weekly  publications  in  the  state  and  the 
partnership  was  continued  until  the  spring  of  1884, 
when  Mr.  Spering  bought  his  partners  share  and 
continued  the  business  as  editor  and  proprietor 
until  his  death. 

Mr.  Spering  was  a  whig  until  the  dis- 
organization of  that  party,  when  he  assist- 
ed in  organizing  the  republican  party  and 
devoted  his  masterly  talent  as  a  thinker 
and  writer  to  the  service  of  that  party  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  postmaster 
at  Marengo  under  the  Grant  administration 
and  held  a  number  of  minor  positions  of 
honor  and  trust  in  the  community.  He 
was  a  devout  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  was  for  many  years  vestry- 
man at  Marengo.  During  his  younger 
years  he  was  somewhat  of  a  leiader  in 
society,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  was  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
interests  of  his  business  and  to  the  com- 
forts of  his  home.  While  he  had  a  warm 
heart,  willing  hand  and  kind  disposition, 
he  had  a  gruff  exterior  which  sometimes 
made  him  misunderstood.  He  was  thor- 
oughly devoted  to  business  and  when  fail- 
ing health  rendered  him  unable  to  make 
his  daily  visits  to  his  office  he  failed 
rapidly. 

In  1857  Mr.  Spering  was  married  in  New 
York  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Williams,  a  Chris- 
tian woman  of  respectibility  and  refine- 
ment, who  died  in  1862.  They  had  no 
children.     In  1864  he  was  married  to  Miss 
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Phoebe  West  of  Milford,  Penn.,  a  culti- 
vated and  refined  young  woman  of  a  high- 
ly respected  family,  who  survived  him  as 
his  widow.  To  them  was  born  one  child, 
Louise,  who  died  in  infancy. 


HARRIMAN,  Hon.  W.  P.  Having  rep- 
resented Franklin  county  in  the  Twenty- 
fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  General  Assem- 
blies and  being  at  the  present  time  a  mem- 
ber of  the  senate,  Mr.  Harriman  is  known, 
at  least  by  reputation,  by  every  person 
who  pays  any  attention  to  the  leading 
affairs  of  state.  He  was  born  in  Warner, 
N.  H.,  August  16,  1841,  and  attended  the 
high  school  in  the  city  of  his  birth,  and 
the  New  London  Literary  and  Scientific 
institution,  in  his  native  state.  His  first 
money  was  earned  by  working  sixteen 
hours  a  day  on  the  farm,  for  which  he  was 
paid  at  the  rate  of  $13  per  month.  By 
great  personal  effort  he  early  obtained  a 
certificate  and  had  taught  one  term  when, 
in  1860,  his  parents  concluded  to  move  to 
Iowa.  The  son  accompanied  them  and 
upon  their  arrival  at  Rockford  sought  and 
obtained  a  position  as  teacher,  which  voca- 
tion was  followed  for  several  years.  He 
read  law  while  teaching  and  working  on 
the  farm,  and  in  1869  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Charles  City.  He  immediately 
opened  an  office  at  Cherokee,  but  as  there 
were  few  people  in  the  county  at  that  time 
the  practice  was  very  limited  and  he  soon 
drifted  into  real  estate  as  a  means  of  mak- 
ing some  ready  money.  It  proved  much 
the  more  profitable  and  received  his  whole 
attention,  to  the  neglect  of  his  law  practice. 
Soon  he  was  the  owner  of  several  pieces  of 
property,  including  a  tract  of  720  acres 
immediately  west  of  the  town  of  Cherokee 
and  adjoining  the  site  recently  purchased 
for  the  new  hospital.  On  this  land  in  1878 
he  planted  ten  acres  of  trees  of  various 
kinds,  which  was  the  first  artificial  grove 
in  the  county.  They  have  made  such  a 
wonderful  growth  in  the  twenty- six  years 
that  they  may  be  seen  from  almost  any 
point  witiiin  the  county,  and  constitute  a 
landmark  that  will  be  regarded  with  inter- 
est in  years  to  come. 

In  1876  he  disposed  of  nearly  all  of  the 
real  estate  and  removed  to  Hampton,  where 
he  again  took  up  the  practice  of  law.  He 
shortly  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  A. 
Church,  a  former  pupil  and  graduate  of 
the  law  department  of  the  Iowa  State  uni- 
versity, who  later  sold  his  interest  to  the 


late  J.  W.  Luke,  the  business  being  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  Harriman 
&  Luke  until  1888.  At  that  time  Mr. 
Harriman  was  compelled  to  retire  because 
of  ill  health  and  engage  in  some  pursuit 
wherein  he  could  have  the  benefit  of  pure 
air  and  sunshine.  He  chose  farming  and 
stock  raising  and  in  that  work  has  been 
successfully  employed  to  the  present  time. 
He  has  held  various  offices,  viz. :  Member 
of  school  board  in  Rockford  county;  super- 
intendent of  schools  in  Cherokee  county; 
member  of  town  council  of  Hampton;  mayor 
of  Hampton;  county  attorney  by  appoint- 
ment by  board  of  supervisors  under  former 


statute;  member  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
and  Twenty-fifth  General  Assemblies, 
and  was  elected  to  the  senate  in  1895  to 
represent  Franklin,  Cerro  Gordo  and  Han- 
cock counties,  and  will  be  re-elected  in 
the  present  year.  In  his  legislative  work 
he  is  able,  conservative  and  always  loyal 
to  the  interests  of  his  constituents.  Be- 
sides having  a  place  on  many  of  the  im- 
portant committees  during  each  session, 
he  is  frequently  asked  to  serve  on  special 
committees,  always  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned.  Members  of  the 
senate  have  often  remarked  that  they 
could  learn  more  of  a  subject  in  a  ten- 
minute    speech    from    Senator    Harriman 
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than  in  an  hour  of  the  average  speaker,  be- 
cause his  ideas  are  so  clearly  expressed. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic  and 
Odd  Fellow  orders.  He  was  married  De- 
cember 29,  1864,  to  Miss  Ellen  E.  Mitchell. 
They  have  three  sons:  John  W.,  who  is 
professor  of  anatomy  in  the  Iowa  State 
university;  Wilbert  E.,  filling  the  chair  of 
pathology,  histology  and  physiology  in  the 
Iowa  Agricultural  college,  and  Charles  B. 
Harriman,  attending  the  public  schools  of 
Hampton. 

Mr.  Harriman  has  long  served  as  direc- 
tor and  vice-president  of  the  State  Agri- 
cultural society,  and  is  now  its  president. 


HARRIMAN,   Wilbert  Eugene,  col- 
lege surgeon  and  professor  of  pathology, 


histology  and  physiology,  at  the  Iowa  State 
Agricultural  college,  is  one  of  those  young 
men  who  have  learned  early  to  appreciate 
the  value  and  necessity  of  thorough, 
systematic  training,  and  by  improving 
every  opportunity  to  secure  this  training, 
he  has  attained  success  much  earlier  in  life 
than  would  otherwise  be  possible.  He  is  a 
son  of  Hon.  W.  P.  Harriman,  whose  biog- 
raphy is  printed  herewith.  Dr.  Harriman 's 
mother  was  formerly  Ellen  E.  Mitchell, 
who  was  born  in  Illinois,  where  her  parents 


were  early  settlers,  but  who  moved  to  Wis- 
consin when  she  was  quite  young  and  aft- 
erwards to  Iowa. 

Dr.  Harriman 's  ancestors  on  his  father's 
side  came  from  a  long  line  of  New  England- 
ers,  while  his  mother's  i)eople  were  of 
Scotch  and  German  descent.  The  doctor's 
great-grandfather,  on  his  mother's  side, 
was  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812  and  his 
great-great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  in 
the  revolutionary  war. 

Dr.  Harriman  was  born  at  Cherokee, 
December  4,  1871,  and  when  5  years  old 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Hampton, 
where  he  attended  school  regularly  until 
the  time  of  his  graduation  from  the  high 
school  in  June,  1890.  He  entered  the  Iowa 
Agricultural  college  in  July,  1890,  and 
selected  the  scientific  course.  He  was  al- 
ways popular  as  a  student,  for  he  was 
wide-awake  and  generous.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  all  the  activities  of  the  college,  a 
loyal  member  of  the  Welch-Eclectic  Liter- 
ary society,  captain  of  Company  E  in  the 
college  battalion,  manager  of  the  base- 
ball team,  and  during  his  sophomore  year 
was  chosen  class  president.  At  the  close 
of  his  sophomore  year,  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Rohlf , 
of  Hampton,  continuing  this  work  through 
the  winter  vacation  of  1891-2,  and  at  the 
close  of  his  junior  year,  in  November, 
1892,  he  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  State  university,  and  at  the  close  of 
this  year's  Work  had  the  satisfaction  of 
winning  the  prize  offered  for  the  best  ex- 
amination in  histology.  Returning  to 
Ames  in  the  spring,  he  completed  his 
course,  graduating  in  November,  1893.  In 
May,  1894,  he  passed  the  examination  of 
the  state  board  of  medical  examiners,  and 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Gilbert, 
Story  county,  where  he  remained  until 
October,  1894,  when  he  entered  Jefferson 
Medical  college  at  Philadelphia,  graduat- 
ing May  15,  1895.  He  located  at  Ames  the 
month  following,  and  on  July  16th  was 
elected  to  the  position  which  he  now  holds. 

Dr.  Harriman  is  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  Story  county  medical  society,  a 
member  of  the  Central  District  of  Iowa 
Medical  association,  of  the  State  Medical 
association,  of  the  American  medical  associ- 
ation and  a  fellow  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Medicine,  and  is  health  officer  of  the  city 
of  Ames.  He  holds  a  commission  from 
the  governor  of  Iowa  as  cadet  captain. 
He  has  never  voted  anything  but  the  re- 
publican ticket  He  is  a  member  of  no 
church. 
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The  doctor  was  married  October  4,  1894, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Wormley,  of  Newton, 
Iowa,  with  whom  he  became  acquainted 
while  in  college  at  Ames,  she  having  been 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1895.  They  have 
two  children:  Loretta  Marie,  born  Decem- 
ber 11,  1895,  and  Walter  Franklin,  born 
November  10,  1897.  They  represent  the 
fifth  of  five  generations  now  living. 


SAYLES,  Edward  Ridell,  of  Guthrie 
Center,  a  lawyer,  was  born  in  Meadville, 
Pa.,  August  17,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Albert 
P.  Sayles,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  dentist, 
who  died  at  Lyons,  Iowa,  in  1871,  and 
Susan  J.  Sayles,  a  native  of  Vermont.  In 
1857  the  family  moved  to  Lyons,  Iowa, 
where  Edward  spent  his  boyhood  attending 
the  public  schools.  He  entered  the  pre- 
paratory course  of  Iowa  college  atGrinnell 
in  1867,  receiving  the  Sargent  medal  in 
1868,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Chresto- 
mathian  society.  His  studies  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  sickness  of  his  father  in  1869. 
In  1873  he  resumed  his  work  at  Iowa  col- 
lege^ He  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
College  News  Letter  in  1874,  first  president 
of  the  State  Oratorical  association,  organ- 
ized in  1874,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Interstate  Oratorical  association  at  In- 
dianapolis in  1875.  In  the  fall  of  1874 
he  entered  the  junior  class  at  the  State 
university,  and  became  a  member  of  Irving 
institute,  but  on  account  of  illness  in  1875, 
went  to  Lyons,  where  he  began  reading 
law  with  Hon.  A.  R.  Cotton,  now  of  San 
Francisco.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
the  district  court  of  Iowa  at  Clinton,  May 
22,  1876,  and  practiced  at  Lyons,  in  partner- 
ship with  Judge  Cotton  until  1881,  when  he 
removed  to  Guthrie  Center  and  engaged  in 
law  and  banking.  He  was  for  five  years 
cashier  of  the  Citizens  bank,  and  in  1886 
resumed  the  active  practice  of  the  law, 
at  which  he  has  continued  ever  since. 

A  special  feature  of  his  business  is  a 
system  of  abstracts  of  titles  in  Guthrie 
county.  He  has  given  much  time  and  study 
to  this  kind  of  work,  having  been  for  a 
long  time  in  charge  of  a  system  of  abstracts 
in  Clinton  county,  before  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  he  is  now  counsel  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Guthrie  County  Law  and  Ab- 
stract company.  His  law  practice  has  for 
ten  years  past  been  largely  trial  work 
in  the  district  court,  and  his  clientage  has 
included  a  large  proportion  of  the  whole- 
sale merchants  doing  business  in  Guthrie 
county.     He  is  local  counsel  for  R.   G. 


Dun  &  Company,  Wilber  Mercantile  agency, 
the  Snow- Church  company,  the  Bartlett 
agency,  and  other  agencies.  His  name 
also  appears  in  most  of  the  leading  direc- 
tories of  lawyers,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Commercial  Law  League  of  America. 
In  1890  and  1891  he  was  associated  in 

Partnership  with  Hon.  F.  O.  Hinkson,  of 
tuart,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sayles 
&  Hinkson,  and  the  firm  was  employed  in 
important  litigation  in  Adair  and  Guthrie 
counties.  They  appeared  for  the  town  of 
Guthrie  Center  in  litigation  growing  out  of 
its  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  water 
works  system,   and  the  case  resulted  in 


favor  of  the  town  in  the  supreme  court 
m  1896. 

In  politics  Mr.  Sayles  has  always  been  an 
active  republican,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
county  central  committee  of  Guthrie  county 
in  1888.  He  has  been  mayor  of  the  cities  of 
Lyons  and  of  Guthrie  Center,  these  being 
the  only  offices  which  he  has  held,  for  he 
has  no  political  ambitions,  preferring  to 
devote  all  of  his  energies  to  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  is  a  member  of  Bower 
Camp  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

He  was  married  on  April  14, 1881,  to  Miss 
Mary  L.  Armstrong,  of  Chicago.  They 
have  two  children  —  a  daughter,  Helen, 
born  August  20,  1882,  and  a  son,  Albert, 
born  March  13,  1885. 
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BENNETT,  Albert  T.,  is  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  having  been  born  at  Men- 
don,  in  that  state,  October  8, 1855,  at  which 
place  he  resided  until  May,  1869.  The 
name  of  his  father  was  Russell  Bennett, 
who  died  in  1860.  His  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Roba  M.  Farnsworth,  a  native  of 
northern  Vermont.  In  the  summer  of  1869 
he  came  with  his  mother  to  Carroll  county, 
settling  on  a  farm  near  the  present  town  of 
Templeton.  His  mother  continued  to  re- 
side there  until  her  death  in  1889.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools.  From  1874  to  1881  he  taught 
school  winters    working  on  his  mother's 


Clara  J.  Ayrhart,  of  Dedham,  Iowa.  They 
have  one  child,  Ralph  A.  Bennett,  bom 
May  6,  1886. 


farm  during  the  summers.  In  the  spring 
of  1881  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  O. 
H.  Manning,  then  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  state,  a  talented  and  successful  lawyer 
and  financier,  who  is  now  private  counsel 
for  a  number  of  Illinois  corporations  at 
Chicago.  In  April,  1882,  Mr.  Bennett  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in  June  of  that  year 
located  at  Manning,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  addition  to  his  law  practice  he  is 
engaged  in  the  banking  business,  being 
owner  and  manager  of  the  Bennett  bank  at 
Manning.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
republican  party,  and  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  term  as  chairman  of  the  republican 
central  committee  of  Carroll  county.  He 
was  married  December  20,  1883,  to  Miss 


ADKINS,  John  Vertner,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  like  most  of  those  in  middle 
life  in  our  western  country,  did  not  come 
from  wealthy  parents.  On  the  contrary 
he  was  born  in  a  log  cabin,  near  Plymouth, 
in  Schuyler  county,  111.  Again,  like  most 
of  them,  he  has  made  for  himself  a  place 
in  the  business  world  that  has  grown  up 
around  him,  and  all  of  us,  where  he  can 
command  the  best  that  is  going  in  the  way 
of  living  and  education  for  his  children. 
He  is  well  situated  in  business  circles, 
and  commands  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  acquaintances.  He  was  bom  No- 
vember 15,  1851,  as  stated  above,  and 
now  lives  at  Paullina,  Iowa.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  conse- 
quently a  Yankee,  as  we  rate  Yankees, 
but  was  also  a  sturdy  Scotchman,  being 
descended  from  ancestors,  who  came  from 
Scotland  in  an  early  day.  He  was  bom 
December  5,  1824,  at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and 
died  June  5,  1897,  at  Newton,  Iowa.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Ann  Vert- 
ner and  she  was  of  German  descent.  Mr. 
Adkins  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Illinois  and  this,  with  a  wide  field  of 
reading,  constituted  the  bulk  of  his  educa- 
tional qualifications,  so  he  cannot  boast  of 
a  college  education.  He  settled  in  Iowa  in 
March,  1865,  at  Prairie  City,  and  worked 
in  a  general  store  for  twelve  years. 

He  went  to  Paullina,  O'Brien  county,  in 
October,  1883,  going  into  business  with  his 
brotiier  in  the  general  merchandise  busi- 
ness; sold  out  in  1886,  in  the  month  of  July; 
went  into  the  Bank  of  Paullina  as  book- 
keeper August  1,  1886,  which  position  he 
held  until  July,  1892,  when  he  took  the 
position  of  cashier,  which  he  now  holds. 
He  has  always  voted  the  republican  ticket 
but  never  held  any  office,  or  sought  one. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
being  admitted  to  membership  at  Prairie 
City  in  1873,  Blue  Lodge;  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Hawarden  chapter.  Crusade  Com- 
mandery  of  Cherokee,  and  El  Kahir  Shrine 
of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  has  never  belonged 
to  any  church  organization,  but  favors  the 
work  being  done  by  all  churches. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  A.  B.  White, 
daughter  of  Rev.  J.  C.  White.  They  have 
two  children,  Harry  C,  aged  18,  attending 
school  at  Drake  university,  and  Leigh  W., 
aged  11. 
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PRESTON,  Byron  Webster,  of  Oska- 
loosa,  recently  county  attorney  of  Mahaska 
county,  ranks  well  among  the  lawyers  of 
central  Iowa,  and  has  earned  a  wide  repu- 
tation for  fearlessness  and  honesty.  His 
father,  Silvester  S.  Preston,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  was  born  December  7,  1832;  grad- 
uated from  Harvard  college,  and  for  a  time 
read  law.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1857  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Jasper  county,  near 
Newton.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  after  its  close 
continued  farming  in  Jasper  county  four 
years,  when  he  moved  to  Marseilles,  111., 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  one 
year;  then  established  himself  in  business 
at  Grinnell,  where  he  continued  until  1885, 
since  which  time  he  has  retired  from  active 
business.  Mr.  Preston's  mother,  Amelia 
M.  Wilde,  was  bom  in  New  Hampshire, 
May  18,  1836,  and  died  July  6,  1883.  Byron 
W.  Preston  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  was 
bom  February  13,  1858,  in  Newton,  Jasper 
county.  He  began  his  education  in  the 
country  schools  and  continued  it  in  the 
public  schools  of  Grinnell,  whither  he 
moved  with  his  parents  when  he  was  about 
14  years  old.  He  attended,  also,  the  Grin- 
nell academy,  and  in  1876-7  was  a  student 
at  Eastman's  Business  college,  in  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y. 

In  1877  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Grinnell  with  his  father,  under 
the  firm  name  of  S.  S.  Preston  &  Son,  at 
the  same  time  conducting  a  store  in  New- 
ton. In  1881  he  purchased  his  father's 
interest,  and  for  two  years  carried  on  the 
business  alone.  He  came  to  Oskaloosa 
July  31,  1883,  and  read  law  in  the  oflBce  of 
Judge  L.  C.  Blanchard.  He  studied  day 
and  night,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
the  Mahaska  county  circuit  court  in  March, 
1884.  Soon  after  his  admission  to  the  bar, 
the  law  was  changed  so  as  to  require  a 
two-years'  course  of  study,  but,  though 
Mr.  Preston  had  prepared  in  eight  months, 
he  had  really  done  two  years'  work  in 
that  time.  He  was  employed  by  Judge 
Blanchard  a  few  months,  and  they  then 
formed  a  partnership,  which  lasted  until 
1891.  In  1890  Mr.  Preston  was  elected 
county  attorney  of  Mahaska  county,  serv- 
ing as  such  for  two  terms.  During  his  ad- 
ministration he  won  the  applause  of  all 
law-loving  people  by  his  fearless  prosecu- 
tion of  crime,  gaining  the  reputation  among 
the  district  judges  as  being  one  of  the  most 
fearless  prosecutors  in  the  state.  He  pros- 
ecuted four  murder  cases,  securing  convic- 
tion in  all  of  them.     Since  retiring  from 


office,  in  January,  1895,  Mr.  Preston  has 
practiced  alone,  and  has  been  retained  in 
many  of  the  most  important  cases  tried  in 
the  jcounty,  including  defense  in  four  mur- 
der cases,  in  all  of  which  his  clients  were 
acquitted. 

Politically  Mr.  Preston  has  always  been 
an  enthusiastic  republican.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  county  central  committee  in 
1888-89,  and  in  1891  was  a  member  of  the 
state  central  committee.  In  1892  he  was  a 
candidate  for  nomination  as  district  judge, 
but  was  defeated  by  Hon.  Ben  McCoy,  who 
had  a  small  majority  over  him,  Mr.  Preston 
standing  second,  with  five  in  the  field.    He 


was  dissatisfied  with  the  St.  Louis  platform 
of  1896,  as  he  is  a  strong  bimetallist,  but  he 
remained  loyal  to  his  party,  nevertheless. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic,  Elks,  Odd 
Fellows  and  Woodmen  lodges.  With  the 
Masons  he  is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  as  an 
Odd  Fellow  he  belongs  to  the  encampment. 
He  is  not  a  church  member,  but  his  people  are 
Congregationalists  and  his  wife  an  Episco- 
palian. He  was  married  October  6,  1880, 
at  Newton  to  Nellie  Blanchard.  They  have 
two  children:  Edith,  born  May  24,  1882, 
and  a  son,  Blanchard  W.,  born  September 
23,  1892. 

Mr.  Preston  is  just  reaching  the  period 
of  his  greatest  usefulness,  and  is  destined 
to  fill  still  more  important  places. 
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FULLER,  William  E.,  of  West  Union, 
former  member  of  congress  from  the  Fourth 
District  of  Iowa,  is  a  descendant  of  the 
Fullers  who  were  original  members  of  the 
Plymouth  colony  that  landed  from  the 
Mayflower  in  1620.  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller 
was  a  deacon  and  physician  to  the  colony. 
Dr.  Levi  Fuller,  father  of  William  E.,  has 
been  a  leading  citizen  of  Iowa  since  1853. 
His  father,  Elijah  Fuller,  was  born  and 
lived  in  Surrey,  N.  H.,  and  his  mother, 
Matilda  Newcomb,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts. The  Fullers  were  soldiers  in  the 
revolutionary  war  and  one  of  them  was 
shot    at   the    battle  of  Bennington.     Dr. 


Fuller  has  been  identified  with  all  the  lead- 
ing events  in  Fayette  county  for  more  than 
forty  years,  and  has  given  generously  of 
his  means  for  the  building  of  railroads, 
churches,  universities  and  other  public 
institutions.  He  is  now  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa  uni- 
versity at  Fayette,  and  is  also  president  of 
the  board  of  education  in  West  Union. 
Since  coming  to  Iowa  he  has  been  mostly 
in  the  real  estate,  banking  and  brokerage 
business.  He  was  commissioned  as  a  sur- 
geon in  an  Iowa  regiment  by  Governor 
Kirkwood,  but  before  entering  the  field 
was  appointed  United  States  revenue  col- 
lector for  the  Third  District  of  Iowa,  by 
President  Lincoln,  and  accepted  that  ofQce. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  Iowa  legislature 
and  has  done  his  full  share  in  developing 
the  state. 

William  E.  Fuller,  the  only  son  of  Dr. 
Levi  and  J.  E.  Tipton  Fuller,  was  bom  in 
Center  county.  Pa.,  March  30,  1846.  After 
a  brief  residence  in  Stephenson  county, 
111.,  the  family  came  to  West  Union  in 
April,  1853.  The  son  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  Upper  Iowa  university  and 
in  the  State  university.  He  held  a  position 
in  the  interior  department  at  Washington, 
resigning  in  1867,  and  in  1869  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  State  university, 
where  he  graduated  with  honors  as  the 
valedictorian,  in  June,  1870.  He  imme- 
diately commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  West  Union,  continuing  it  with 
marked  success  up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Fuller  has  been  interested  in  politics  from 
his  earliest  manhood,  always  identifiea  with  the  re- 
publican party.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the 
county  committee,  member  of  the  district  and  state 
committee,  and  in  1875  was  elected  to  the  Sixteenth 
Greneral  Assembly,  where  he  was  an  active  member 
of  the  judiciarv  committee.  He  declined  a  renomi- 
nation.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-ninth 
Congfress  in  a  district  which  had  been  carried  at 

?»reyious  elections  by  the  democrats  by  more  than 
00  majority.  The  district  was  re^rded  as  a  for- 
lorn hope  from  the  republican  standpoint,  but 
energy  and  organization,  which  included  fifty 
speeches  by  Mr.  Fuller,  overcame  the  odds  and  the 
democratic  candidate,  L.  H.  Weller,  was  defeated 
by  241  majority.  Mr.  Fuller  was  an  industrious 
and  influential  member  of  confj^ress,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  coinage,  weights  and 
measures  and  committee  on  the  revision  of  the 
laws,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  consideration  of 
the  silver  question.  He  was  re-elected  to  congress 
in  1886  by  1,931  majority,  and  served  on  the  judi- 
ciary committee.  He  favored  free  lumber  and  free 
sugar  in  the  tariff  discussion  and  made  several 
speeches  on  the  Fitz  John  Porter,  silver,  lumber, 
sugar,  interstate  commerce  and  pension  bills,  and 
the  Nicaragua  Canal  bill.  The  laboring  people  of 
the  country  were  especially  pleased,  and  commended 
Mr.  Fuller  for  his  watchful  care  of  their  interestsi 
He  was  also  attentive  to  the  business  of  old  soldiers 
at  the  national  capital.  Mr.  Fuller  remained  in 
Washington  during  the  long  session  of  the  Fiftieth 
Congress,  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
and  declined  to  return  to  Iowa  and  canvass  for  a 
third  term. 

Mr.  Fuller  is  in  constant  demand  as  a  speaker 
and  is  often  called  upon  to  deliver  Fourth  of  July 
speeches  and  to  speak  on  Memorial  day  and  at 
county  fairs.  Since  his  retirement  from  congress 
he  devotes  himself  to  his  professional  duties,  but 
has  often  given  his  services  to  his  party,  on  the 
stump.  In  1897  Mr.  Fuller*s  home  friends  presented 
his  name  to  the  republican  state  convention  as  a 
candidate  for  governor.  There  were  nine  candi- 
dates and  the  contest  was  a  spirited  one.  Mr. 
Fuller*s  candidacy  was  well  received  and  he  had 
the  solid  support  of  his  congressional  district, 
which,  considering  that  his  name  was  proposed  but 
a  few  days  before  the  convention,  was  very  credit- 
able. The  favorable  impression  he  made  then  is 
likely  to  be  to  his  advantage  in  the  future. 
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Mr.  Fuller  was  married  in  Kossuth,  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa,  January  1,  1868,  to 
Miss  Lou  J.  Harper,  the  only  child  of 
William  and  Harriet  (Heizer)  Harper.  She 
is  a  native  of  Des  Moines  county  and  was 
educated  in  the  State  university.  Her 
parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Des  Moines  county,  where  her  father  has 
been  a  prominent  resident  since  1842,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  legislature  in  1850 
and  again  in  1870.  He  is  now,  at  the  age 
of  80  years,  still  active  in  business  and  is 
president  of  the  State  bank  of  Mediapolis. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  have  been  blessed 
with  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
seven  are  now  living,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Levi  Harper  was  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1868,  and  is  a  practicing  lawyer  in 
Chicago;  he  is  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren; Harriet  May,  born  May  23,  1871,  is 
married  to  C.  W.  Holbrook,  a  lawyer  in 
Cedar  Rapids;  Stella,  bom  February  2, 
1875,  married  Rev.  M.  P.  McClure,  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Kilbourn 
City,  Wis. ;  Clara  Augusta,  born  March  6, 
1877;  William  W.,  born  January  28,  1880; 
Howard  T.,  born  September  13,  1884,  and 
Robert  E.,  bom  December  6,  1888,  reside 
with  their  parents  in  West  Union.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fuller  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist church  and  the  older  children  are  all 
identified  with  some  one  of  the  evangelical 
churches.  Mr  Fuller  is  deeply  interested 
in  educational  affairs,  serving  on  the  board 
of  education  in  West  Union  for  a  number 
of  years  and  also  being  identified  with  the 
management  of  the  Upper  Iowa  university. 
He  is  also  a  practical  farmer  and  has  two 
fine  farms  near  West  Union.  His  home 
farm  of  370  acres  adjoins  the  town  of  West 
Unioii  and  is  well  stocked. 


WHITE,  Henry  Barre,  of  Waterloo, 
better  known  in  newspaper  and  fraternal 
circles  as  H.  B.  White,  was  born  in  Auburn, 
Ohio,  where  his  early  youth  was  spent. 
His  father's  family  can  be  traced  back  to 
the  Pilgrim  fathers,  the  present  Whites 
being  descendants  of  Peregrine  White, 
whose  parents  were  Mayflower  passengers. 
On  the  mother  s  side  he  descends  from 
Cotton  Mather,  the  famous  New  England 
preacher,  who  labored  with  great  zeal  to 
establish  the  ascendency  of  the  church  in 
civil  affairs,  and  to  put  down  witchcraft  by 
legal  sentences.  He  was  a  writer  of  many 
books — some  382,  not  reckoning  his  illus- 
trations of  the  sacred  scriptures— among 
which  was  Magnalia  Christi  Americana,  a 


very  quaint  and  curious  book,  full  of  learn- 
ing and  piety  and  not  without  prejudice. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  and  made 
D.  D.  and  F.  R.  S.  by  the  University  of 
Glasgow.  With  all  his  faults,  he  was  a 
man  of  estcellence  of  character,  and  his 
great  work  in  the  interests  of  the  poor,  for 
mariners,  slaves,  criminals  and  Indians, 
was  remarkable  because  philanthropy  was 
far  more  rare  in  those  days  than  at  the 
present  time. 

H.  B.  White  came  to  Iowa  in  1856  with 
his  parents,  who  settled  at  Garnavillo, 
then  the  county  seat  of  Clayton  county.  At 
the  age  of  14  he  ran  away  to  become  a 


soldier,  but  was  overhauled  at  Benton  Bar- 
racks, not,  however,  until  he  had  received 
a  wound  from  the  premature  explosion  of  a 
new  field  piece,  which  kept  him  six  weeks 
in  the  hospital.  His  business  training  has 
been  a  practical  one  since  the  day  when  he 
took  the  first  job  on  his  own  account  —  cut- 
ting hoop  poles,  at  the  age  of  11.  Pol- 
lowing  a  course  in  the  public  schools  of 
McGregor,  Iowa,  and  in  the  Upper  Iowa 
university  at  Fayette,  he  clerked,  worked 
on  a  farm  and  followed  the  painter's  trade 
for  some  sixteen  years  During  all  those 
years,  and  in  the  ones  that  have  since  passed, 
he  has  devoted  himself  to  study,  and  is  now 
what  may  properly  be  termed  a  self-edu- 
cated and  self-made  man.     At  present  he 
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holds  the  responsible  position  of  i^and 
recorder  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  for  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  has 
much  to  do  in  the  promotion  of  the  insur- 
ance feature  of  that  order.  The  plan  of  as- 
sessment in  use  by  that  organization,  and 
which  has  proved  such  a  meritorious  fea- 
ture, was  formulated  by  him.  He  is  the 
editor  and  manager  of  the  Iowa  Workman, 
a  monthly  paper  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  also  prominent 
in  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  orders.  In 
politics  he  is  a  sound  money  democrat.  He 
was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Matilda  Luck- 
enbill.  They  have  four  children,  two  girls 
and  two  boys.  In  religious  belief  they  are 
Presbyterians.       

LAYLANDER,  Orange  Judd,  of  Cedar 
Falls,  editor  of  the  Western  TeaeJier,  and  for 


the  past  ten  years  city  superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  Cedar  Falls,  is  one  of 
the  leading  educators  of  Iowa,  and  is  a 
man  who  possesses  rare  executive  ability 
and  a  wonderful  capacity  for  work.  He  is 
a  son  of  Andrew  Laylander,  a  farmer  of 
Holmes  county,  Ohio,  who,  in  addition  to 
his  other  duties,  taught  school  during  the 
winter  for  thirty  years.  His  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Amanda  Wells,  was  also 
one  of  the  first  teachers  in  Holmes  county, 
beginning  her  work  there  in  the  early  40 's, 


before  the  free  schools  were  established. 

Superintendent  Laylander  was  bom 
March  11,  1858,  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  at  the 
district  school,  this  being  supplemented  by 
a  systematic  course  at  home  under  the 
direction  of  his  father,  covering  the 
ordinary  academic  course.  Speaking  of 
this  work,  Mr.  Laylander  says:  "This 
individual  drill  was  worth  more  to  me  than 
all  my  subsequent  training.  I  had  my 
choice  between  studying  algebra,  physics 
and  German  at  night  for  two  hours,  or 
husking  corn  by  lantern  light  in  the  bam. 
Whatever  of  studious  habits  I  gained  I  at- 
tribute to  this  discipline,  aided  by  a  district 
school  that  taught  some  things  well.  I 
possess  no  college  degree,  not  even  an 
honorary  one,  and  never  try  to  conceal  the 
fact.  I  believe  that  one's  worth  or  worth- 
lessness  must  be  measured  in  deeds,  not 
degrees."  Notwithstanding  this  opinion, 
he  has  done  a  good  deal  of  college  work, 
for  he  took  the  teachers '  course  in  a  normal 
school  at  Medina,  Ohio,  and  for  two  years 
studied  social  science  in  the  post-graduate 
department  of  Wooster  university.  He 
thoroughly  believes  that  the  best  mental 
growth  comes  by  diligent  effort,  and  that 
one  must  never  cease  to.be  a  student. 

Mr.  Laylander  first  came  to  Iowa  in  1876, 
settling  in  Poweshiek  county,  where  he 
had  purchased  a  farm.  After  working  the 
farm  one  season  he  returned  to  Ohio  to  re- 
sume his  studies  in  the  normal  school.  He 
came  back  to  Iowa  in  1878,  rented  his  farm 
and  accepted  a  position  as  principal  of  the 
Malcom  schools.  Here  he  remained  for 
three  years,  when  he  became  superintend- 
ent of  the  Brooklyn  schools,  which  position 
he  held  for  six  years.  In  1887  he  came  to 
Cedar  Falls,  where  he  still  remains  as 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools. 
Superintendent  Laylander  is  widely  known, 
not  only  as  a  teacher,  but  through  his 
publications,  for  besides  editing  the  loiva 
Western  TeojCheTy  he  has  published  several 
text- books,  among  them  a  work  in  orthoepy 
and  one  in  geography.  He  also  does  a 
great  deal  of  work  as  an  institute  conductor 
and  lecturer  and  has  been  elected  to  various 
important  offices  in  the  State  Teachers' 
association. 

He  was  brought  up  to  have  faith  in  the 
principles  of  the  republican  party,  but  be- 
came a  democrat  through  his  belief  in  free 
trade.  He  is  a  strong  anti-monopolist  He 
was  married  on  July  20,  1880,  to  Miss  Anna 
Milligan,  of  Shreve,  Ohio.  They  have  no 
children. 
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MILLER,  Henry,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  Calmar,  is  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  was  brought  with  his 
parents  to  America  when  but  3  years  of 
age.  His  father,  Henry  Miller,  who  was 
a  farmer  in  the  province  of  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt, in  Germany,  emigrated  to  this  country 
in  1842,  landing  at  New  York.  He  moved 
his  family  in  a  covered  wagon  from  New- 
burgh,  on  the  Hudson,  out  into  the  heavy 
timbered  country  about  Pike  Pond,  now 
Kenoza  Lake,  in  Sullivan  county.  There 
among  the  hills  he  cleared  off  the  heavy 
growth  of  beech  and  hemlock  woods  for  a 
farm.  There  Henry  grew  to  manhood. 
There  the  father  lived  and  prospered.  He 
died  at  nearly  80  years  of  age,  worth 
$25,000. 

His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Eliza- 
beth Wehrum.  She  came  from  Germany 
also,  after  her  marriage  to  Henry  Miller, 
Sr.  She  was  a  helpful  wife,  a  kind  and 
affectionate  mother,  and  lived  to  the  age  of 
86  years.  The  son  Henry  was  born  in  the 
the  village  of  Muchenheim,  Germany, 
March  2,  1839.  As  his  father  settled  in  the 
dense  forests  of  Sullivan  county.  New 
York,  before  Henry  was  four  j-ears  old, 
where  the  people  were  poor  and  widely 
separated,  there  were  few  schools  and  very 
little  chance  to  get  an  education.  He  grew 
up  inured  to  constant  hard  labor  in  clear- 
ing off  the  heavy  wood,  and  working  among 
stumps  to  help  support  tho  family.  He 
chopped  cord  wood  and  hauled  it  two  and  a 
half  miles  with  oxen,  selling  it  at  a  dollar 
a  cord  to  earn  the  first  money  he  ever  had. 
When  19  years  of  age  he  went  to  learn  the 
blacksmith  trade,  working  a  year  and  a 
half  from  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  8 
or  9  at  night,  for  his  board  and  $3.33  a 
month,  until  he  was  21  years  of  age.  At 
the  close  of  his  term  of  service  he  had  $18 
in  money,  to  begin  his  career  in  the  world. 
He  started  out  on  foot  to  look  for  work, 
and  after  three  weeks'  search  he  had  spent 
his  last  dollar  and  found  work  at  Port 
Jarvis  at  $8  per  month.  He  afterwards 
went  to  Goshen,  in  Orange  county,  and 
learned  to  be  a  good  horseshoer.  He  soon 
became  a  skilled  workman  and  in  1864 
earned  $45  a  month  at  his  trade.  In  De- 
cember, 1865,  Henry  started  for  the  far 
west,  stopping  at  Calmar,  Iowa,  where  he 
rented  a  small  building,  purchased  a  few 
tools  and  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  on  his 
own  account.  Soon  after  his  brother,  who 
was  a  wagonmaker,  joined  him,  and  they 
began  to  repair  and  make  wagons.     They 

25 


built  up  a  fine  business  by  hard  work  and 
good  management,  and  in  1870  took  in  a 
partner,  put  up  a  good  building  and  began 
to  deal  in  general  agricultural  implements. 
For  thirty-two  years  Mr.  Miller,  with  vari- 
ous partners,  has  been  carrying  on  a  grow- 
ing business  until  their  sales  have  reached 
$35,000  a  year  and  are  rapidly  increasing. 
In  politics  Mr.  Miller  has  always  been  a 
democrat,  until  1896,  when  he  left  the  party, 
owing  to  the  position  it  took  for  free  coin- 
age of  silver,  and  he  has  since  voted  the 
republican  ticket.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  church,  and  has  served 
two  terms  as  mayor  of  Calmar.  In  1867  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Elsie  Herklotz.   They 


had  eight  children.  His  wife  died  in  1879; 
he  afterwards  married  Eliza  Hintermann, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children. 

Industry,  economy,  temperate  living  and 
honesty  have  been  his  watchwords. 

Starting  with  no  capital,  dependent  en- 
tirely upon  the  labor  of  his  hands,  Mr. 
Miller's  success  in  life  has  come  from 
habits  of  industry  and  economy,  and  a 
natural  ability  to  manage  and  build  tfp  a 
thriving  business.  Prom  the  poor  boy 
working  for  $3.33  a  month,  he  has  become 
a  substantial  and  successful  manager  of  an 
extensive  business,  built  up  by  his  ability 
and  energy. 
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TORBERT,  WiLLARD  H.,  the  well- 
known  wholesale  druggist,  of  Dubuque,  is 
a  native  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  his 
ancestors  on  both  sides  have  been  dis- 
tinguished practitioners  of  both  medicine 
and  pharmacy. 

His  grandfather,  Samuel  Torbert,  M.  D.,  was 
health  officer  of  the  port  of  New  York  under  Gov. 
Daniel  Tompkins.  His  father,  the  late  Dr.  H.  G. 
Torbert,  of  Camden,  was  one  of  New  York's  most 
distinguished  practitioners.  His  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Joshui^  Ransom,  M.  D.,  an  illustrious 
member  of  the  medical  fraternity,  and  her  grand- 
fathers on  each  side,  Capt.  Elihu  Warner,  and 
Lieut.  Joshua  Ransom,  were  both  distinguished 
soldiers  of  the  American  revolution.  Besides  those 
who  won  distinction  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
with  whom  the  name  of  Torbert  is  entwined  in 


honorable  kinship,  are  others  prominent  in  the 
history  of  the  country.  Among  them  may  be 
named  the  McCreas,  McNairs,  and  Lieutenant 
Burrows  of  revolutionary  fame.  In  the  same  direct 
line  descended  General  Torbert,  who  distinguished 
himself  in  brave  and  gallant  service  through  many 
engagements  of  the  civil  war.  And  so  on  through 
years,  early  and  late,  the  family  history  records 
tntdltions  of  an  esteemed  and  honored  race  who 
have  figured  among  stirrinc:  scenes  and  notable 
events,  with  which  the  people  of  the  country  are 
familiar. 

Willard  H.  was  born  in  Camden,  Oneida 
county,  N.  Y.  In  preparing  for  college  he 
attended  Palley  seminary,  at  Pulton,  N.  Y., 
and  later  completed  his  education  at  Prince- 
ton college.     His  earliest  experience  as  a 


druggist  was  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
Adams,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Tor- 
bert made  his  first  acquaintance  with 
Dubuque  in  1864,  and  in  1868  became  a 
resident  of  that  city.  In  1868  he  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  drug  store  which  had 
been  established  by  Dr.  Timothy  Mason  in 
1836,  being  the  oldest  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  Dubuque  or  in  Iowa.  Later  he  be- 
came its  sole  proprietor  and  soon  broadened 
its  trade  into  one  of  the  largest  among 
western  drug  houses,  while  its  wholesale 
business  extends  over  several  western 
states  and  territories.  In  1880  Mr.  Tor- 
bert was  largely  instrumental  in  securing 
a  modification  of  the  state  laws  regulating 
the  sale  of  liquor  by  pharmacists  and  in  se- 
curing the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  features. 
This  section  was  so  repealed  or  recon- 
structed that  no  further  protest  or  com- 
plaint was  heard  from  the  pharmacists  of 
the  state,  who  had  hitherto  been  sorely  in- 
convenienced and  embarrassed  in  this 
branch  of  their  business. 

In  1888  Mr.  Torbert  was  elected  president  of  the 
State  Jobbers  and  Manufacturers'  association,  and 
again  found  an  active  field  for  the  exercise  of  his 
diplomatic  acumen.  He  was  a  potent  factor  in  se- 
curing the  enactment  of  a  law  regulating  rates  be- 
tween railroads  and  shippers  of  the  state.  This 
measure  placed  Chicago  and  Iowa  jobbing  points  on 
a  parity  and  resulted  in  untold  benefits  to  the  job- 
bers and  manufacturers  of  Iowa  in  all  branches  of 
their  business  and  trade,  and  has  proven  of  great 
value  to  the  railroads  themselves.  In  1888  Mr. 
Torbert  was  elected  president  of  the  Iowa  State 
Pharmaceutical  association,  and  in  1889  was  unani- 
mously re-elected  to  a  second  term,  an  honor  never 
before  extended  to  any  member  in  the  history  of 
the  association.  At  a  meeting  of  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal association  at  New  Orleans  and  at  Louisville, 
Mr.  Torbert  was  a  recognized  leader  and  champion 
of  the  interests  of  the  retail  druggists  of  the 
country.  The  PharnKiceuHcal  Era  says:  **  In  se- 
lecting him  as  chairman  of  the  committee  to  repre- 
sent the  retailers  in  the  tripartite  conference  in 
the  further  and  final  execution  of  the  Apha  plan, 
it  may  be  confidently  stated  that  the  retail  drug- 
gists have  a  wise,  true  and  faithful  friend  at  court, 
as  Mr.  Torbert  never  spares  time  nor  effort  when 
the  interests  of  the  retail  druggists  are  at  stake.  If 
the  plan  adopted  by  the  tripartite  fails  of  ultimate 
success,  it  will  not  be  the  failure  of  his  untiring 
efforts  to  secure  the  desired  result  as  chairman  of 
the  commercial  section  of  that  body."  Mr.  Tor- 
bert is  a  prominent  member  in  the  National  Whole- 
sale Druggists'  association,  also  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  His 
ability  and  influence  as  a  member  of  the  Interstate 
Retail  Druggists*  league  and  as  the  Iowa  representa- 
tive of  the  state  executive  committee,  has  met  with 
deserved  and  flattering  recognition.  In  all  his 
dealings  with  his  fellow-men  in  public  and  private 
association,  his  abilities  and  integrity  have  been 
unquestioned.  He  also  possesses  many  qualities 
that  would  eminently  fit  him  for  a  political  career, 
had  he  chosen  to  take  advantage  of  opportimities 
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that  from  time  to  time  have  offered  their  allure- 
ments in  that  direction.  Mr.  Torbert  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  political  methods,  is  an  earnest  and 
eloquent  public  speaker  and  an  engaging  oonyersa- 
tionalist.  He  has  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  many  distinguished  public  positions  which  he 
would  have  filled  with  ability  and  honor.  He  has 
been  frequently  sought  by  the  republican  party, 
with  which  he  is  prominently  identified,  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  highest  office  within  its  gift  in  the 
state.  But  he  is  too  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  im- 
portant  business  interests  to  forsake  them  for  a 
political  career.  He  was  president  of  the  Dubuque 
Commercial  club  and  is  now  president  of  the  Du- 
buque Jobbers  and  Manufacturers*  union.  He  was 
vice-president  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
association,  the  largest  society  of  pharmacists  in 
the  world. 

He  is  an  earnest  worker  in  whatever 
direction  his  sympathies  and  convictions 
are  enlisted,  a  genial  companion  in  the 
social  walks  of  life,  upright  in  his  dealings 
with  men  and  a  useful  member  of  the  com- 
munity with  which  he  has  been  so  long  and 
honorably  identified.  Mr.  Torbert  was 
married  January  2,  1868,  to  Mary  E.  Kirk, 
a  daughter  of  Rev.  R.  R.  Kirk  and  Mary 
Doxtater  Kirk.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Mary  T.,  now  the  wife  of  Ma j.  Glen  Brown, 
of  Dubuque. 


LINDBERG,JoHN  Augustus,  president 
of  the  Farmers  State  bank,  of  Dayton, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Victoria,  Knox  county, 
III.,  December  29,  1850,  and  is  a  sample  of 
that  American  product  known  as  self- made 
men.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Sweden. 
His  father  and  his  grandfather  served  as 
soldiers  in  the  regular  army  of  his  native 
country.  On  his  mother's  side  there  were 
many  who  assisted  in  making  the  history 
of  that  distant  northern  country.  Her 
uncle.  Bishop  Landgren,  was  very  promi- 
nent in  the  ministry  of  northern  Sweden. 
They  came  to  America  in  October,  1849, 
having  been  three  months  on  the  voyage, 
and  like  most  emigrants  of  that  nationality, 
they  made  the  most  of  the  advantages 
afforded  by  their  adopted  country. 

Although  the  parents  of  Mr.  Lindberg 
were  possessed  of  the  notions  of  industry 
and  close  application  to  work,  for  which 
the  people  of  that  tongue  are  noted,  they 
did  not  permit  their  notions  in  that  regard 
to  deprive  their  children  of  the  opportun- 
ities of  a  good  education.  Mr.  Lindberg 
was  placed  in  the  high  school  at  Boones- 
borough,  and  was  valedictorian  of  his  class 
upon  graduation.  He  then  entered  the 
Iowa  State  university,  and  on  June  26, 
1871,  graduated  from  the  law  department 


of  that  institution.  From  early  childhood 
he  was  ambitious  and  while  a  mere  boy  be- 
gan to  read  law,  alternating  his  pursuit  of 
legal  lore  with  contributions  to  the  papers, 
and  labor  on  the  farm,  such  as  *' drop- 
ping corn"  for  his  neighbors  at  25  cents 
a  day. 

Following  his  graduation  he  located  at 
Sioux  City  in  connection  with  T.  H.  Con- 
niff,  and  after  a  period  of  practice  there 
removed  to  Dayton  and  took  charge  of  the 
Dayton  Review,  This  paper  he  published 
for  ten  years,  when  he  was  appointed  post- 
master under  Garfield  and  again  under 
Harrison. 


After  attaining  his  majority  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  relates 
many  amusing  incidents  of  his  magistracy. 
His  executive  ability  and  integrity  being 
well  known  he  was  tendered  the  position 
of  president  of  the  Farmers  State  bank, 
which  he  accepted,  and  which  office  he  now 
holds.  It  is  one  of  the  sound  financial  in- 
stitutions of  that  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Lindberg  is  a  republican  and  has 
done  a  great  deal  of  effective  campaign 
work.  At  the  time  of  the  ''  late  unpleasant- 
ness '*  Mr.  Lindberg  was  too  young  to  take 
part,  being  but  13  years  old  at  its  close, 
but  praying  that  it  would  last  a  couple  of 
years  longer.     He  is  a    member    of    the 
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Masonic  Order  and  is  treasurer  of  the  lodge 
in  Dayton.  In  his  religious  belief  and 
affiliation  he  is  a  Unitarian.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  June  7,  1874,  to  Amelia  Brundien, 
and  two  children  have  resulted  from  that 
union:  Clarence  John  and  Arthur  Chan- 
ning.  The  former  is  on  a  ranch  in  Texas 
and  the  latter  a  bookkeeper  in  the  bank. 
In  their  model  country  home,  without  osten- 
tatious display,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindberg 
enjoy  in  leisure  the  company  of  a  host  of 
friends,  by  whom  they  are  esteemed  as 
model  entertainers. 


LACEY,  Edwin  Ruthven,  of  Columbus 
Junction,  rose  from  bootblack  and  all- 
around  errand  boy  to  be  the  cashier  of  two 


of  the  leading  banks  of  Louisa  county,  an 
achievement  uncommon,  even  in  this  land 
of  great  possibilities.  He  was  born  at 
Grandview,  in  the  county  where  he  now 
resides,  October  18,  1858,  and  has  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  that  county,  except  one 
year  spent  in  Sioux  Palls,  S.  D.  His  early 
youth  did  not  greatly  differ  from  that  of 
other  boys  whose  parents  do  not  possess 
the  means  with  which  to  give  their  chil- 
dren the  best  school  advantages.  He  went 
to  common  school  until  he  was  12  years 
old,  and  picked  up  small  change,  with  which 
to  satisfy  his  boyish  wants,  by  blacking 


boots  and  running  errands.  At  the  age  of 
15  he  secured  a  position  with  the  Louisa 
County  National  bank  of  Columbus  Junc- 
tion as  errand  boy  and  all-around  helper. 
That  humble  start  led  to  the  position  of 
cashier  of  the  institution,  which  he  now 
fills.  That  he  evinced  an  aptitude  for  the 
exacting  work  incident  to  the  banking 
business  and  fortified  himself  in  the  minds 
of  his  employers  by  close  attention  to  duty, 
exemplary  habits  and  strictest  integrity, 
goes  without  saying.  Once  in  a  responsi- 
ble position  he  had  an  opportunity  to  show 
his  ability  in  handling  the  affairs  of  the 
bank  coming  under  his  supervision,  and  so 
valuable  did  he  prove  in  the  place,  that  he 
was  found  among  the  promoters  of  the 
Louisa  County  Savings  bank  at  its  organi- 
zation in  1891.  Such  confidence  in  his 
ability  and  integrity  did  the  gentlemen 
have  who  founded  this  last  named  finan- 
cial institution  that  he  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  cashier,  so  that  he  now  has 
the  distinction  of  holding  responsible 
positions  in  two  large  financial  concerns  of 
that  section  of  the  state. 

His  first  vote  was  cast  with  the  republi- 
cans and  he  has  ever  remained  loyal  to 
that  party.  He  is  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason,  a 
Chapter  Mason,  Knight  Templar  and  a 
Shriner;  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  has  held  prominent  official 
positions  in  these  orders.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Etta  E.  Thompson,  April  7,  1880. 
They  have  two  children:  Clarence  A.,  born 
January  3,  1881;  Mabel  came  to  rule  the 
household  July  23,  1885. 

E.  B.  Lacey,  father  of  Edwin  R.  Lacey, 
is  now  living  and  is  in  his  79th  year. 
He  was  born  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  October  1, 
1820.  He  came  west  in  1856  and  located  at 
Burlington,  but  soon  thereafter  removed  to 
Louisa  county,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
The  war  record  shows  that  E.  B.  Lacey 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  P,  Thirty- 
fifth  Iowa  infantry,  and  was  discharged 
September  3,  1863,  on  account  of  ill  health 
and  disabilities  contracted  in  the  service. 
He  served  as  sheriff  of  Louisa  county  for 
two  terms.  The  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  C.  Wilcox,  a  woman  of  most 
exalted  character  and  many  virtues. 

Mr.  Lacey  was  elected  as  one  of  the 
alternates  from  the  First  congressional 
district  in  Iowa  to  the  convention  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  at  which  William  McKinley 
was  nominated  for  president.  He  is  now, 
and  has  been  for  the  last  fiveyears,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  at  Columbus  Junc- 
tion. 
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RIGGEN,  Hon.  John  A.,  of  What 
Cheer,  Keokuk  couuty,  was  bom  in  Stark 
county,  lU.,  October  29,  1841,  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Ohio,  tracing  his  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry  to  the  early  settlers  of 
Maryland  and  Delaware.  His  mother's 
name  was  Both  well,  whose  father,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  was  of  Scotch  origin.  Her  mother 
was  of  Irish  parentage,  and  a  product  of 
Virginia.  Both  of  these  families  settled  in 
Knox  and  Peoria  counties.  111.,  in  the  early 
30's  and  projected  a  generation  of  people 
known  for  their  honest  and  sturdy  habits. 

Dr.  Riggen  was  not  educated  in  youth  but  at- 
tended a  few  winter  terms  in  the  country  schools. 
What  additional  knowledge  he  possesses  was  ob- 
tained from  the  school  of  everyday  life.  He  moved 
with  his  father  to  Missouri  in  1859,  and  settled  in  what 
proved  to  be  a  strong  secession  community.  When 
the  war  broke  out  they  unhesitatingly  declared 
their  adherence  to  the  cause  of  the  union,  and 
emphasized  their  sentiments  by  enlisting  in  the 
union  army.  The  father  served  three  years  in  the 
First  Missouri  cavalry,  M.  S.  M.,  and  returned 
home  on  account  of  wounds  and  disability.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  enlisted  June,  1661,  joining 
the  Eighteenth  Missouri  Volunteer  infantry  at  its 
organization  in  July  following,  and  was  mustered 
out  in  July,  1865,  serving  a  period  of  four  years,  one 
month  and  fifteen  days.  During  this  time  he 
was  never  absent  from  his  regiment  except  two 
weeks  in  the  hospital  from  measles,  and  two 
months  on  veteran  furlough  and  recruitiug  service. 
He  participated  with  his  regiment  in  important 
skirmishes  and  small  engagements  in  Missouri  dur- 
ing the  fall  and  winter  of  1861.  He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Shiloh  (where  he  was  wounded),  siege  and  second 
battle  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  in  1862,  campaigns  and 
skirmishes  in  West  Tennessee,  in  1863.  The  num- 
erous battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged 
in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  Sherman's  march  to 
the  sea,  the  march  through  the  Carolinas,  the 
battle  of  Bentonsville  and  on  through  Virginia  to 
Washington  and  the  grand  review  in  1865.  He  is 
proud  of  having  carried  a  musket  nearly  three 
years,  although  he  was  mustered  out  a  first  lieu- 
tenant, having  been  promoted  from  the  ranks  for 
* 'conspicuous  bravery  and  highly  meritorious  serv- 
ice.*' After  the  war  he  taught  school  a  few  months 
and  then  began  the  study  of  medicine,  locating  for 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  at  Johnstown,  Bates 
county,  Mo.,  in  1869,  where  he  maintained  an  ex- 
tensive practice  for  ten  years,  when  he  was  com- 
pelled by  failing  health  to  change,  coming  to 
Washington  county,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1879, 
removing  to  What  Cheer,  his  present  home,  in 
1884.  During  all  this  time  his  practice  has  only 
been  limited  by  his  physical  endurance.  He  has 
for  eighteen  years  been  division  surgeon  for  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  railway.  He 
is  ex-president  of  the  Keokuk  County  Medical 
society,  a  member  of  the  American  Meaical  asso- 
ciation, the  Iowa  State  Medical  society,  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  and  the 
American  Public  Health  association. 

He  is  a  member  of  most  of  the  secret  orders,  in- 
cluding Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Mystic 
Shrine,  and  all  the  Masonic  bodies  up  to  and  in- 
cluding the  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R  ,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  the 
Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United 


States.  He  served  seven  years  as  commander  of 
Posts  112  and  144,  G.  A.  R.  In  1888  he  was  elected 
senior  vice-commander  of  the  department  of  Iowa, 
G.  A.  R.  and  had  charge  of  the  Iowa  camp  at  the 
national  encampment  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  that 
year.  In  1887  he  was  the  nominee,  by  acclamation, 
of  the  republicans  of  Keokuk  county,  for  repre- 
sentative, and  came  within  five  votes  of  being 
elected,  although  the  county  was  strongly  demo- 
cratic. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  city  school 
board,  and  postmaster  under  Harrison,  resigning 
in  a  short  time  on  account  of  poor  health.  He  was 
the  choice  of  his  county  for  district  delegate  to  the 
national  republican  convention  in  1892,  and  was 
elected  as  an  alternate  from  the  Sixth  district  that 
year.  In  1893  he  was  elected  state  senator  for  the 
Twelfth  district.  He  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion and  elected  by  a  majority  of  885,  succeeding  a 
democrat.  During  his  term  of  four  years  he 
rendered,  in  a  quiet  way,  honest  and  faithful  serv- 
ice to  his  constituents  and  to  the  state.    He  was  on 


the  important  committees  of  ways  and  means,  sup- 
pression of  intemperance,  railroads,  corporations, 
military,  mines  aud  mining,  labor,  highways,  elec- 
tions, public  health,  and  pharmacy. 

He  was  chairman  of  the  legislative  committee, 
to  visit  the  Independence  insane  asylum  'in  1894, 
and  the  Anamosa  penitentiary  in  1896.  EYom  the 
hour  of  his  election  he  positivelv  refused  to  be  con- 
sidered a  candidate  for  re-election,  his  dislike  for 
the  duties  of  the  office  and  his  persistent  poor 
health,  making  this  resolve  absolutely  necessary. 
When  the  war  with  Spain  was  declared,  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  aid  of  the  government,  and  by 
his  diligent  efforts  the  city  in  which  he  resides 
had  the  honor  of  a  good  representation  in  the 
Fiftieth  Iowa  volunteers.  Reorganized  a  squad  •f 
fifteen,  accompanied  them  to  the  recruiting  station, 
and  by  his  efforts  raided  monpy  to  pay  th«^  expenses 
of  all  who  were  accepted  or  rejected.    He  kept  in 
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touch  with  the  boys  at  the  front,  forwarded  them 
money  at  Jaoksonyille,  Fla.,  and  when  they 
returned  g^ve  his  gratuitous  professional  services 
to  all  who  were  sick.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  news 
of  the  battle  of  Santiago,  he  promptly  tendered,  by 
telegraph  through  Congressman  Lacy,  his  immedi- 
ate and  gratuitous  seryice  to  our  wounded.  As  a 
number  of  similar  offers  had  been  made,  the 
surgeon-general  accepted  the  services  of  those  who 
were  nearer  where  they  were  needed. 

Dr.  Biggen  was  married  in  1868  at  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  to  Mrs.  Hannah  E.  Mesley, 
with  whose  companionship  and  love  he  is 
still  blessed.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Mr.  John  E.  Warner,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  Their  only  child,  Fannie  E.,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Legoe,  a  prominent 
attorney  of  What  Cheer,  Iowa.  An 
adopted  daughter,  Cora  F.,  married  Mr. 
Joseph  G.  Bielly,  a  successful  millinery 
dealer  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Dr.  Riggen  has 
a  splendid  plantation  of  2,120  acres  in  the 
sunny  south,  where  he  spends  his  winters. 
He  loves  Iowa  and  her  people,  but  his 
physical  condition  will  not  permit  him  to 
risk  the  rigors  of  a  northern  winter  climate. 


ELLIOTT,  Thomas  Knox,  cashier  of 
the  Commercial  State  bank,  of  Essex,  Page 
county,  was  born  September  13,  1863,  in 
Warren  county.  111.  His  father,  Thomas 
Cochran  Elliott,  was  a  farmer,  and  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Warren  county.  His 
mother,  Mary  Louise  Laird,  was  a  native 
of  Ohio.  Alexander  McCandless  Elliott, 
the  grandfather  of  Thomas  K.,  came  from 
Belfast,  Ireland,  and  settled  at  an  early 
date  in  Pennsylvania.  From  there  he  re- 
moved to  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  and 
from  that  point  to  Warren  county,  111., 
where  he  died  May  13,  1868.  Thomas  K. 
attended  country  school  until  after  remov- 
ing to  Lenox,  Iowa.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he 
returned  to  Warren  county.  111.,  and  at- 
tended Monmouth  college  three  years,  in 
the  meantime  staying  out  one  year  and 
teaching  country  school  in  Adams  county, 
Iowa.  While  in  college  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Eccretean  Literary  society,  and  was 
the  first  member  of  the  freshman  class  to 
ever  have  been  elected  president  of  this 
society.  He  came  to  Malvern,  Iowa,  in 
September,  1884,  and  accepted  a  clerkship 
in  the  postoffice  with  O.  H.  Snyder,  post- 
master, where  he  entered  his  business 
career,  and  from  a  friendship  which  sprang 
up  with  L.  Bently,  then  cashier  of  the 
First  National  bank  at  Malvern,  Iowa,  was 
recommended  to  B.  M.  Webster  for  a  posi- 
tion in  his  bank  in  1885.  He  entered  upon 
the  same  April  20,  1885,  where  he  has  been 


continuously  since,  except  one  year,  July, 
1890,  to  July,  1891,  when  he  went  to  Lenox, 
Iowa,  and  assisted  H.  Crittenden  in  open- 
ing a  bank  at  that  point.  Mr.  Elliott  con- 
tinued to  act  as  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Commercial  bank  at  Essex  until  April, 
1895,  when  he  effected  a  reorganization  of 
the  bank,  secured  a  charter  as  a  state  bank 
and  became  cashier  of  the  new  institution. 
Since  taking  charge  he  has  so  successfully 
conducted  affairs  that  the  business  of  the 
bank  has  almost  doubled.  Mr.  Elliott,  in 
November,  1897,  formed  a  partnership  with 
H.  C.  Binns,  of  Red  Oak,  and  his  son,  C. 
R.  Binns,  of  Essex,  and  bought  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Farmers  Exchange  bank,  of 


Stanton,  Iowa,  which  business  is  now  con- 
ducted with  H.  Binns  as  president,  T.  K. 
Elliott  as  vice-president,  and  C.  R.  Binns 
as  cashier. 

Mr.  Elliott  is  a  strong  republican,  but 
has  never  held  a  political  ofi&ce,  or  even 
been  a  candidate  for  one,  but  is  at  present 
treasurer  of  the  independent  school  dis- 
trict of  Essex,  and  has  been  connected 
with  the  schools  for  many  years  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  He  belongs  to  Moun- 
tain Lodge  360  A.  F..&  A.  M.,  Essex,  and 
has  held  important  offices  in  same;  is  also 
a  member  of  Montgomery  Chapter  No.  51, 
at  Red  Oak,  and  also  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  lodge,  Essex.     He  is  a  member  of 
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the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  is  an 
elder.  Mr.  Elliott  was  married  October 
25,  1888,  to  Lillian  A.  Ralston.  They  have 
had  two  children:  Thomas  Charles,  born 
October  28,  1889,  who  died  August  7,  1891, 
and  Annis  Lillian,  bom  February  1,  1893. 


METCALP,  George  Washington, 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Lansing  Mirror^ 
is  one  of  the  oldest  newspaper  men  in 
point  of  continuous  service,  in  the  state. 
He  came  to  Lansing  in  1872  and  has  been 
connected  with  the  Mirror  since  that  time. 
He  was  born  in  St.  Clairsville,  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  January  8, 1856.  His  father, 
Enoch  Metcalf ,  was  born  in  Chester  county, 
Pa.,  in  1810;  removed  to  Belmont  county, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  20  and  died  there  at  the 
age  of  59  years.  His  wife,  Abigail  Ridge- 
way,  was  bom  in  Virginia  in  1814,  and 
was  brought  up  a  Quaker.  She  died  in 
Lansing,  December  31,  1890,  at  the  age  of 
76  years.  The  Metcalf  family  is  of  Eng- 
lish origin.  George  W.  Metcalf 's  career 
as  a  printer  began  at  the  age  of  11  years. 
He  had  been  attending  school  in  Belmont, 
Ohio,  up  to  that  time,  when  his  father 
noticed  an  advertisement  in  the  Barnes- 
ville,  Ohio,  Enterprise,  calling  for  a  boy  to 
learn  the  printer's  trade.  Young  Metcalf 
took  the  place  and  worked  there  for  about 
three  years.  He  afterward  worked  on  the 
Bellaire  Independent  and  the  Steubenville 
Daily  News,  He  set  the  first  type  on  that 
paper,  and  it  was  his  only  experience  in  a 
daily  newspaper  office.  CJoming  to  Lan- 
sing, Iowa,  in  1872,  he  served  as  foreman  in 
the  office  of  the  Mirror,  and  when  his 
brother,  James  T.  Metcalf,  now  superin- 
tendent of  the  money  order  office  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  was  appointed  superintend- 
ent of  the  census  in  1880,  he  leased  the 
office  to  George  W.  Metcalf  and  E.  M. 
Woodward,  now  deceased,  who  was  after- 
ward county  attorney  of  Allamakee  county. 
Three  years  later  Mr.  Woodward  removed 
to  Minnesota  and  Mr.  Metcalf  employed 
Dick  Haney  to  edit  the  Mirror,  while  he 
continued  to  do  the  mechanical  work.  Mr. 
Haney  is  now  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
of  South  Dakota,  and  lives  at  Pierre.  In 
April,  1883,  Mr.  Metcalf  took  editorial 
charge  of  the  paper  and  has  continued  in 
its  control  ever  since,  with  increasing  suc- 
cess. His  office  has  been  called  '^the  par- 
lor printing  office  of  Iowa, "  by  old  printers 
and  those  who  have  examined  many  offices. 
This  compliment  has  been  earned  by  the 
enforcement  of  Mr.  Metcalf 's  rule  to  have 


"everything  in  its  place,  and  a  place  for 
everything."  In  1885  the  Mirror  was  al- 
most destroyed  by  fire,  but  by  the  deter- 
mined efforts  of  the  editor  the  paper  never 
lost  an  issue,  although  he  was  compelled 
to  drive  thirty-six  miles  overland  to  have 
his  press  work  done.  To-day  he  has  a 
thoroughly  equipped  printing  office,  with 
a  circulation  of  about  1,200,  an  excel- 
lent business  for  a  county  paper.  Those 
who  have  tried  it  know  that  such  results 
cannot  be  accomplished  without  good  man- 
agement and  plenty  of  push.  Mr.  Metcalf 
has  accomplished  all  this  alone,  for  he 
commenced  without  capital. 

In  1875  Mr.  Metcalf  was  married  to  Miss 
Eva  Strong.     They  have    four    children. 


the  oldest  son,  Herbert  J.,  born  August  24, 
1879,  is  now  editor  of  the  Neiv  Attnn  Olobe, 
and  is  perhaps  the  youngest  editor  in  the 
state.  George  W.,  born  July  4,  1883,  is 
employed  on  the  Mirror.  A  daughter, 
Edna  May,  born  September  4,  1876,  is 
married  and  resides  in  Chicago. 

The  Mirror  and  its  editor  hav6  always 
supported  the  republican  ticket  and  have 
done  their  share  towards  advancing  the  in- 
terests of  the  party  at  all  times,  loyally  sup- 
porting its  candidates  in  nation,  state  and 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 
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BOYD,  Hugh,  teacher  and  clergyman  of 
Cornell  college,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  was 
born  August  6,  1835,  in  Keene,  Coshocton 
county,  Ohio.  His  father  was  Daniel  Boyd, 
who  was  born  near  Ardara,  parish  of  In- 
niskeel.  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  his 
mother  was  Jane  Elliott,  of  Glenconway, 
parish  of  Killibegs,  County  Donegal,  Ire- 
land. They  came  to  this  country  in  1819 
to  escape  the  infamous  system  of  land 
tenure  in  their  native  land.  Daniel  Boyd's 
father  and  mother  were  Robert  Boyd  and 
Jane  Ramsey,  and  his  wife  was  a  daughter 
of  John  Elliott  and  Frances  Blaine.  The 
preceding  generation  were  Albert  Boyd, 


Mr,  Ramsey  and  Kate  Karrigan,  John 
Elliott  and  Annie  Lee,  Moses  Blaine  and 
Jennie  McKee.  When  Daniel  Boyd  first 
came  to  America  he  was  a  teacher,  and 
afterwards  engaged  in  weaving  fine  linen 
and  coverlets,  and  was  a  retail  merchant  in 
Jefferson  and  Coshocton  counties,  Ohio. 
In  1839  he  removed  to  Athens  county, 
Ohio,  and  opened  up  a  farm  out  of  the 
native  forest,  where,  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  he  expended  his  energies  to  good 
purpose.  He  was  an  active  worker  in  all 
religious,  political,  humanitarian  and  edu- 
cational movements  of  his  time.  He  brought 
up  a  large  family  of  children,  and  all  of 
them  now  living  are  well  established  in 
life.     The  educational  advantages  were  not 


many,  but  the  training  of  the  future  teacher 
and  preacher  was  not  neglected.  There 
were  the  weekly  papers,  the  daily  reading 
from  the  new  testament,  the  earnest  and 
beautiful  prayers  of  the  boy's  father  and 
mother,  and  the  frequent  visits  of  the 
pioneer  preacher.  On  these  occasions 
every  subject  of  human  interest  was  dis- 
cussed between  him  and  the  boy's  father. 
The  boy  was  silent  and  listened.  There 
was  a  little  district  school  of  irregular 
attendance  of  two  or  three  months  each 
year,  and  finally  a  seminary  was  opened  in 
a  little  village  five  miles  away.  Here  the 
boy  was  prepared  for  college  in  a  surpris- 
ingly short  time.  Often  he  had  to  walk  the 
entire  distance  to  the  seminary,  but  he 
always  got  there  and  made  the  best  use  of 
his  time.  The  farm  had  made  him  familiar 
with  hard  work  and  he  was  not  afraid  of  it. 
He  entered  the  Ohio  university  and  was 
graduated  with  the  honor  of  valedictorian  in 
1859.  Some  years  later  he  was  further 
honored  with  the  degree  of  doctor  of 
divinity. 

Professor  Boyd,  after  several  years  of 
service  as  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Ohio,  and,  after  having  labored  several 
other  years  as  a  clergyman  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  was,  in  1871,  trans- 
ferred from  the  Ohio  annual  conference  to 
the  Upper  Iowa  annual  conference,  and  ap- 
pointed professor  of  Latin  in  Cornell  col- 
lege. This  position  he  now  holds  and  has 
adorned  with  many  years  of  earnest  and 
effective  service.  He  follows  no  stereo- 
typed method,  but  has,  in  great  part,  made 
the  Latin  a  living  longue  rather  than  a 
dead  language.  His  work  has  received 
substantial  endorsement  from  Harvard  uni- 
versity, from  the  fact  that  several  students 
after  they  had  received  their  early  training 
at  Cornell  entered  Harvard  for  more  ad- 
vanced work,  and  the  number  of  courses  re- 
quired of  them  was  lessened  as  compared 
with  the  number  of  courses  required  of 
students  coming  from  other  colleges  of 
similar  grade.  While  devoting  himself 
mainly  to  his  duties  as  teacher,  Professor 
Boyd  has  been  in  demand  both  at  home  and 
abroad  for  addresses,  lectures  and  sermons, 
in  which  he  has  demonstrated  himself  to  be 
a  speaker  of  commanding  force  and  elo- 
quence. He  is  often  called  upon  in  his 
own  town  and  no  one  is  received  with  more 
kindly  interest  and  generous  attention. 
Aside  from  his  regular  duties  he  is  deeply 
interested  in  the  study  of  sociology.  Be- 
sides his  membership  in  other  organiza- 
tions he  is  a  member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Phi, 
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and  belongs  to  the  order  of  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  is  a  Knight  Templar  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

Professor  Boyd  was  married  August  20, 
1860,  to  Ida  Patterson,  daughter  of  James 
Patterson  and  Martha  Henry  Patterson,  of 
Amesville,  Ohio.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them:  Luella,  born  October  25,  1863, 
and  Robert  AUyn,  born  July  17,  1866.  Mrs 
Boyd  died  October  21,  1867.  Professor 
Boyd  was  married  the  second  time,  August 
20,  1874,  to  Mary  Ellen  Moody,  daughter 
of  Gen.  Granville  Moody  and  Lucretia 
Elizabeth  Harris  Moody,  of  Ohio.  To 
them  were  born  four  children:  Granville 
Moody,  born  June  12,  1877,  died  November 
3,  1879;  Clifford  Moody,  born  October  21, 
1879;  Lucy  Moody,  born  September  12, 
1881;  and  Elizabeth  Moody,  born  April  17, 
1887,  and  who  died  April  20,  1887. 


UPTON,  Hon.  C.  C,  one  of  Howard 
county's  brightest  young  men  and  re- 
cently representing  the  Forty-second  dis- 
trict in  the  upper  branch  of  the  general 
assembly,  was  bom  on  his  father's  farm 
near  Cresco,  Iowa,  July  19,  1859,  and 
therefore  has  the  distinction  of  being  sen- 
ator from  the  county  wherein  he  first  saw 
the  light.  His  father,  James  G.  Upton, 
was  engaged  during  most  of  his  active  life 
as  a  farmer,  but  for  the  last  ten  years  has 
lived  a  retired  life.  He  was  the  first  county 
judge  of  Howard  county,  Iowa,  having 
assisted  in  its  organization,  and  was  a 
prominent  figure  in  all  public  afiPairs  of 
those  pioneer  days.  His  ancestors  came 
to  this  country  in  an  early  day,  the 
founder  of  the  American  family  of  Uptons 
having  been  engaged  by  Governor  Win- 
throp  in  1636.  Many  of  the  name  are  in 
the  New  England  states,  particularly  in 
the  vicinity  of  Boston.  A  brother  and 
sister  are  living  at  Barre,  Vt.,  and  one 
brother  resides  in  Illinois.  The  last  named 
is  Judge  C.  W.  Upton,  an  able  jurist,  who 
has  been  on  the  bench  of  the  court  of 
Illinois  for  twenty-five  years  and  resides 
at  Waukegan.  The  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  A.  Miles.  On  her  mother's 
side  she  was  descended  from  the  Prescott 
family,  of  which  the  famous  historian  was 
a  member. 

The  literary  education  of  Senator  Upton 
was  received  in  the  public  schools  and  by 
home  study;  his  legal  learning  at  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  from  the  legal  depart- 
ment of  which  he  graduated  in  1889.  He 
worked  on  the  farm  until  16  years  of  age. 


then  taught  school  in  winter  and  farmed 
in  summer  until  1882.  At  that  time  he 
went  to  Dakota  and  pre-empted  a  home- 
stead, but  not  liking  the  country,  returned 
to  Cresco,  where  he  farmed  for  three  years 
and  then  entered  the  law  office  of  Barker 
Bros. ,  as  a  student.  After  having  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  in  1889,  he  went  to  Pierre, 
S.  D.,  and  remained  until  May,  1890,  at 
which  time  W.  K.  Barker,  with  whom  he  had 
studied,  offered  him  a  partnership  in  his 
law  business  at  Cresco,  which  was  accepted 
and  continued  until  February,  1896,  when 
Mr.  Barker  retired  from  the  firm  because 
of  ill  health.     In  1891  he  was  elected  city 


attorney  by  the  voters  of  Cresco,  and  the 
following  year  he  received  a  similar  com- 
pliment. In  1892  he  was  elected  county 
attorney  for  Howard  county,  and  served  so 
satisfactorily  that  he  was  sent  to  the  state 
senate  in  1893.  The  secret  of  his  success 
lies  in  his  constant  desire  to  do  his  duty  at 
all  times  in  a  careful  and  upright  manner. 
He  is  plain,  honest  and  outspoken  on  pub- 
lic questions,  always  uses  his  best  judg- 
ment and  stands  by  his  convictions  in  all 
matters,  public  or  private.  He  was  regard- 
ed as  the  strongest  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  senate,  and,  though  possessing 
a  due  amount  of  modesty,  was  evidently 
there  for  business  and  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  section  he  represented.  He  had 
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a  place  on  many  important  committees,  of 
some  of  which  he  was  chairman.  He  was 
married  September  14,  1893,  to  Miss  Eva 
S.  Leland,  of  Cedar  Palls,  Iowa.  They 
have  two  children,  Gertrude  L.  and  Clark 
C.  Upton. 


SISSON,  Eugene  Robert,  one  of  the 
most  successful  real  estate  dealers  and 
financiers  in  northwestern  Iowa,  lives  in 
Storm  Lake,  where  he  located  for  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  1886,  having  purchased  the 
practice  of  the  firm  of  Robinson  &  Mil- 
christ,   the  former  being  elected  to  the 


supreme  court  at  that  time.  He  is  the  son 
of  Daniel  W.  Sisson,  former  school-teacher 
in  Rising  Sun,  Ind. ,  who  later  became  a 
merchant  and  engaged  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness at  Mason,  Effingham  county.  111.  He 
was  married  to  Margaret  B.  Gibson,  whose 
parents  died  when  she  was  quite  young  and 
left  her  with  the  care  of -bringing  up  three 
younger  brothers.  She  brought  up  nine 
children  of  her  own  to  maturity,  each  one 
making  a  living,  as  he  was  taught,  by  the 
hand  of  honest  toil.  She  was  and  is  one 
of  the  most  devoted  and  conscientious  of 
Christian  mothers.'  The  Sisson  family 
came  from  Otsego  county,  N.  Y. ,  and  set- 
tled in  Ohio  and  Indiana  and  later  in 
Effingham  county,  111.     Five  brothers  of 


Daniel  Sisson  wcire  in  the  union  army 
while  he  cared  for  their  families,  and  from 
his  mill  furnished  bread  for  all  the  needy 
who  applied.  E.  R.  Sisson  was  bom  near 
Rising  Sun,  Ind.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  and  the  State  Normal  school  at 
Normal,  111.,  where  he  fitted  himself  to  be- 
come a  teacher.  He  had  a  natural  talent 
for  music  and  taught  band  music  in  St. 
Elmo  and  Shawneetown  for  a  time.  He 
studied  law  two  years,  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
Carl  Roedel  in  Shawneetown,  111.,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Illinois  in  Novem- 
ber, 1883.  For  three  years  he  was  in 
partnership  with  his  preceptor,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  sought  a  larger  field 
farther  west,  locating,  as  stated,  in  Storm 
Lake.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  A. 
D.  Bailie,  who  was  county  attorney,  and 
formerly  had  been  his  chum  and  classmate 
in  college.  A  three  years'  residence  in 
Storm  Lake  opened  his  eyes  to  the  splen- 
did business  opportunities  offered  by  the 
rapidly  developing  country,  and  he  organ- 
ized the  Northwestern  Land  company,  of 
which  he  is  manager.  He  then  began  a 
series  of  important  public  enterprises, 
putting  on  foot  the  plan  for  constructing 
the  auditorium  and  raising  funds  for  the 
building  of  a  summer  hotel  and  a  college. 
He  sold  town  lots  under  an  arrangement 
that  half  the  proceeds  were  to  be  used  for 
the  erection  of  the  hotel  and  college  build- 
ings. In  this  and  in  other  ways  Mr. 
Sisson  has  been  of  great  value  to  the  city 
of  Storm  Lake.  Mr.  Sisson  has  recently 
opened  an  additional  office  at  Ft.  Dodge, 
which  he  operates  in  connection  with  his 
brother-in-law,  W.  R.  Higgins.  Of  late 
years  he  devotes  his  attention  exclusively 
to  locating  settlers  in  northwestern  Iowa, 
and  especially  in  Buena  Vista  and  adjoin- 
ing counties.  These  settlers  are  all  ready 
to  give  evidence  of  the  realization  of  every 
promise  made  to  them.  In  one  season  Mr. 
Sisson's  agency  sold  over  21,000  acres  in 
Buena  Vista  county  alone.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  he  has  been  a  very  important 
factor  in  the  settling  and  development  of 
northwestern  Iowa.  By  the  exercise  of 
strict  integrity  on  his  part  Mr.  Sisson's 
customers  have  been  induced  to  advertise 
his  business  among  their  friends,  and  this 
has  been  the  main  element  in  his  success. 
While  living  in  Shawneetown,  111.,  Mr. 
Sisson  was  married  to  Miss  May  C.  Carroll, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Charles  Carroll,  of 
that  place,  who  was  one  of  the  wealthy 
and  honored  citizens  of  southern  Illinois. 
He  was  the  democratic  nominee  for  state 
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treasurer  the  same  year  in  which  T.  S. 
Ridgeway,  of  the  same  town,  was  elected. 
They  have  three  children,  Alice  Eugenia, 
Hayden  and  Charles  Carroll.  Mr.  Sisson 
has  always  voted  the  republican  ticket,  al- 
though he  was  a  friend  to  the  silver  issue 
while  before  the  people.  He  feels  that 
the  past  election  was  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  issue  and  that  it  should  be  re- 
garded as  settled  once  for  all,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  expressed  will  of  the  people, 
and  that  nothing  could  be  more  damaging 
than  an  uncertain  or  changeable  policy  in 
our  finances. 


CHASSELL,  Edward  D.,  the  editor  of 
the  Le  Mars  Sentinel,  has  acquired  a  posi- 
tion of  very  large  acquaintance  and  in- 
fluence in  the  state  through  his  connection 
with  tiie  newspaper  profession  and  with 
politics.  He  first  came  into  prominence  as 
the  editor  of  the  Osage  News  and  later  as 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Iowa  senate. 
Afterwards  he  removed  to  Le  Mars  and 
became  editor  of  the  Sentinel^  and  was  the 
first  republican  elected  to  the  legislature 
from  that  county  from  1883  to  1893.  In 
1896  Mr.  Chassell  lacked  only  a  few  votes 
of  receiving  the  republican  nomination  for 
secretary  of  state,  being  a  very  strong 
second  in  a  field  of  four  candidates. 

He  is  a  son  of  William  Chassell  and  a  grandson 
of  Rev.  David  Chassell,  D.  D.,  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born 
in  Glasgow,  but  he  passed  his  youth  in  Vermont 
and  his  later  years  in  central  New  York.  Rev. 
David  ChasselPs  wife,  Anstiss  Olin,  was  a  daughter 
of  Judge  John  H.  Olin,  of  Vermont,  who  was  a 
descendant  of  Gideon  Olin,  a  member  of  the  as- 
sembly, and  a  descendant  of  John  Olin,  who  came 
from  Wales  and  settled  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., 
in  1678. 

Wm.  Chassell  was  born  in  Herkimer  county,  N. 
Y.;  was  educated  at  Fairfield  seminary,  of  which 
his  father  was  principal,  located  at  Fairfield,  N. 
Y.,  and  came  west  when  a  young  man.  He  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  in  Indiana  and  sub-  ' 
sequently  removed  to  Iowa,  settling  on  a  prairie 
farm  near  Iowa  Falls  in  1867.  He  was  married  in 
1857  to  Miss  Frances  A.  Jones,  a  native  of  Bradford 
county,  Pa.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  had  been  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  and  an  instructor  in 
St.  Mary's  Hall,  an  Episcopal  young  ladies'  board- 
ing school  in  Burlington,  N.  J.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Edward  W.  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Bradford 
county.  Pa.,  whose  father  and  grandfather,  Col. 
Israel  Jones  and  Capt.  Israel  Jones,  were  both 
active  revolutionary  soldiers  and  Indian  fighters. 
Colonel  Jones  served  with  Washington  and  was 
with  him  during  the  memorable  winter  at  Valley 
For&^e.  Mr.  Chassell's  great-grandmother,  Lois 
Wadsworth,  wife  of  Col.  Israel  Jones,  was  a  de- 
scendant of  Hon.  John  Wadsworth,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  colonial  assembly  when  his  brother. 
Capt.  Joseph  Wadsworth,  secreted  the  colonial 
charter  in  the  oak  tree  at  Hartford. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Holland  Patent,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
May  25,  1858,  and  coming  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents,  his  boyhood  days  were  much  the 
same  as  those  of  other  Iowa  farmer  boys. 
He  went  to  school  in  the  winter  and  worked 
on  the  farm  and  studied  at  home  during  the 
summer.  He  stuck  to  the  Iowa  farm  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  21  years  of  age. 
He  graduated  from  the  Iowa  State  Normal 
school  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1882,  and 
in  1888  the  degree  of  B.  D.  was  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  institution.  He  had  a 
successful  career  as  a  school-teacher  be- 
fore he  went  into  the  newspaper  work,  be- 
ginning at  the  age  of  19  and  alternating 


between  teaching  and  attending  school. 
He  was  principal  of  the  schools  at  Stacy- 
ville,  Mitchell  county,  in  1882  and  1883, 
and  in  St.  Ansgar,  of  the  same  county,  in 
1883-4.  In  the  latter  year  he  became 
editor  of  the  Osage  News  and  was  associated 
with  A.  C.  Ross  in  its  publicatioj^  until 
1889,  when  he  went  to  Le  Mars  and  ac- 
quired an  interest  in  the  Le  Mars  Semi- 
Weekly  Sentinel,  A  large  job  printing, 
binding  and  blank  book  establishment  is 
connected  with  this  office,  and  Mr.  Chassell 
has  remained  at  the  head  of  the  concern 
since  he  went  there.  All  branches  of  the 
business  have  prospered  and  the  Sentinel 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  influential 
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county  papers  in  the  state.  Mr.  Chassell 
has  always  been  a  republican  and  active  in 
the  party  work.  Besides  the  honors  re- 
ferred to  previously  he  was  a  presidential 
elector  in  1892  and  was  secretary  of  the 
republican  state  central  committee  in  1890. 
When  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  in 
1893,  Plymouth  county  won  the  Tippecanoe 
banner,  which  is  awarded  to  the  county 
showing  the  greatest  republican  gain  over 
the  previous  year.  His  legislative  service 
was  notable  for  the  industry  with  which 
he  served,  not  only  the  interest  of  his  own 
town  and  county,  but  of  the  state  generally. 
He  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  changing 
the  hour  of  convening  the  legislature  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  to  10  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, which  enables  the  legislature  to  effect 
a  permanent  organization  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session  and  obviates  the  necessity 
of  twice  going  through  the  form  of  elect- 
ing United  States  senator,  which  had 
previously  been  done.  The  change  effects 
a  saving  of  one  legislative  day  at  every 
election  of  a  United  States  senator.  He 
also  took  a  leading  part  in  securing  the 
passage  of  the  mulct  liquor  law  and  of  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  location  of  a  fourth 
hospital  for  the  insane  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  state.  He  came  within  one  vote 
of  securing  the  location  of  the  hospital  in 
Le  Mars.  Masonry  has  had  a  strong  at- 
traction for  Mr.  Chassell  and  he  has  devoted 
considerable  attention  to  it.  He  belongs 
to  the  various  Masonic  organizations,  is  a 
Knight  Templar,  a  member  of  the  Chapter 
and  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star  inLe  Mars,  and  is  a  noble 
of  El  Kahir  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Zeus  Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias. 


SMOCK,  PiNLEY  M.,  of  Keota,  was 
bom  February  18,  1844,  in  Indiana.  His 
father,  Rev.  D.  V.  Smock,  was  a  Presby- 
terian minister  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1853, 
locating  at  Birmingham,  VanBuren  county, 
where  he  remained  until  the  year  1858, 
removing  thence  to  Sigourney. 

Pinley  M.  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  our 
public  school  system  and  at  two  different 
periods  during  his  school  days  was  en- 
rolled in  excellent  private  schools.  In 
1859,  at  the  age  of  15,  he  entered  a  wagon 
shop  as  an  apprentice  and  was  mastering 
this  useful  branch  of  mechanics  when  the 
call  to  arms  sounded  through  the  land, 
calling  on  all  loyal  citizens  to  throw  down 


the  implements  used  in  peaceful  pursuits, 
to  shoulder  a  musket  in  support  of  our  flag 
and  country.  Responding  to  President 
Lincoln's  call,  he  enlisted  in  June,  1861, 
in  Company  P,  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry  volun- 
teers, and  served  under  Capt.  E.  S.  Samp- 
son and  Col.  C.  L.  Matthies  in  that  organ- 
ization for  more  than  three  years.  He 
was  badly  wounded  at  Champion  Hills, 
Miss.,  May  16,  1863,  through  both  thighs 
by  a  musket  ball.  In  August,  1864,  with 
other  members  of  his  company,  he  was 
transferred  to  Company  G,  Fifth  Iowa 
Cavalry  volunteers,  under  Capt.  J.  M.  Lim- 
bocker  and  Col.    W.    W.    Lowe.     He  was 


with  Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson's  last  cavalry  raid 
of  the  war  in  Alabama  and  Georgia  and 
was  mustered  out  of  service  in  August, 
1865.  Returning  to  Iowa,  and  Keokuk 
county,  he  again  took  his  place  at  the  work 
bench,  which  pursuit  he  followed  for  many 
years.  He  was  married  in  1868  to  Mary  E. 
Stranahan,  and  a  few  years  afterward 
located  in  Keota.  Here  he  followed  various 
vocations,  and  was  largely  interested  in 
the  development  of  that  section  of  Iowa. 

In  the  fall  of  1894,  having  received  the 
nomination  for  clerk  of  the  district  court 
of  Keokuk  county  by  the  republican  party, 
he  was  successful  in  the  canvass,  and  was 
re-elected  for  a  second  term.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Keota. 
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LATHROP,  Henry  Warren,  of  Iowa 
City,  is  a  man  well  known  to  the  students  of 
history  of  this  state.  He  is  the  author  of 
the  Life  of  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  and  is 
connected  with  much  of  the  history  of 
Iowa  City  and  the  state  since  he  became 
a  citizen  of  Iowa  in  1847.  Mr.  Lathrop 
was  bom  in  Hawley,  Mass.,  October  28, 
1819. 

His  father  was  Zephaniah  Lathrop,  a  carpenter 
and  millwright,  in  moderate  circumstances.  His 
mother  was  Tryphenia  Field,  a  remote  relative  of 
Cyrus  W.  Field.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  this 
country  was  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  who  came  in  1634 
from  England  and  landed  at  Plymouth,  but  settled 
in  Scituate,  Mass. ,  afterwards  moving  to  Barnstable. 
He  was  educated  at  Queens  college,  England,  be- 
came a  preacher  in  the  Established  church,  from 
which  he  seceded  and  joined  the  Independents, 
preaching  sometimes  in  the  streets  of  London,  for 
which  he,  with  about  forty  others,  was  arrested 
and  imprisoned  under  Charles  I.  He  remained  in 
prison  two  years,  but  his  wife  being  taken  with  a 
fatal  sickness,  he  was  permitted  to  see  her,  and 
after  her  death  was  given  the  alternative  of  return- 
ing to  prison  or  leaving  the  kingdom.  He  chose 
the  latter.  He  preached  at  Barnstable  and 
Scituate.  Mr.  Otis  says  of  him:  **  Mr.  Lathrop  was 
as  distinguished  for  his  worldly  wisdom  as  for  his 
piety.  He  was  a  good  business  man  and  so  were  all 
his  sons,  six  in  number.  Wherever  one  of  the 
family  pitched  his  tent  that  spot  became  the  center 
of  business  and  land  in  its  vicinity  appreciated  in 
value. "  One  of  his  sons  was  captain  of  a  company 
of  colonial  troops  and  served  in  the  expedition 
against  the  Indian  chief,  Ninignet. 

Of  the  many  preachers  and  teachers  in  the  fam- 
11 V,  the  most  noted  was  Rev.  Joseph  Lathrop,  of 
West  Springfield  (1731-1820).  He  preached  sixty- 
two  consecutive  years  to  one  congregation  and  was 
a  man  of  unusual  talents,  good  judgment  and  tact. 
The  most  noted  educator  was  Prof.  John  Hiram 
Lathrop  (1799-1866),  who  was  a  professor  in  Hamil- 
ton college,  N.  Y.,  and  was  president  successively 
of  three  state  universities,  Indiana,  Wisconsin  and 
Missouri.  The  Lathrops  have  been  a  family  of 
original  and  independent  thinkers.  It  has  been 
said  of  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop  that  during  his 
many  years  preaching  he  never  required  one  of 
his  members  to  sub^ribe  to  a  creed  or  sign  a 
covenant.  Faith  in  God,  a  consistent  endeavor  to 
keep  His  commandments,  a  pure  life  and  a  love  for 
the  brethren  were  the  terms  of  admission  to  his 
church;  with  these  that  member  retained  his  free- 
dom of  belief.  The  present  Mr.  Lathrop 's  grand- 
father served  as  a  minute  man  in  the  army  near  the 
close  of  the  revolution,  and  during  Washington's 
first  administration  held  the  office  of  ensign  in  the 
Massachusetts  militia,  his  commission  being  signed 
by  John  Hancock,  the  first  signer  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  then  governor  of  the  state. 
The  Lathrop  family  moved  to  Augusta,  N.  Y.,  in 
1821  and  there  Henry  W.  was  educated  and  grew 
to  manhood.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
an  academy  at  Augusta,  spent  a  year  in  a  classical 
school  near  Boston,  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
John  Koon,  in  Albany,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  Iowa  City  in  June,  1847.  His  certificate  of  ad- 
mission, written  byhimself,  was  signed  by  Joseph 
WUliams,  T.  S.  Wilson  and  John  F.  Kinney, 
judges.  He  came  to  Iowa  City  in  May,  1847,  and 
lived  there  ever  since.    He  spent  the  first 


se\ron  years  of  his  residence  in  Iowa  in  teaching  in 
both  private  and  public  schools,  and  was  the  first 
county  superintendent  of  schools  of  Johnson 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  regents  of  the  State 
university  and  was  chairman  of  the  commtttee 
that  emploved  the  first  professors  and  put  the 
institution  in  operation  in  1854.  Closing  his  school 
in  the  spring  of  1854  he  went  into  the  practice  of 
law,  at  the  same  time  doing  editorial  work  on  the 
whig  paper,  the  Iowa  Bepublican,  and  later  became 
one  of  its  jpublishers,  supporting  Grimes  for  gov- 
ernor and  Harlan  for  senator.  Two  years  later  he 
sold  the  paper  to  John  Teesdale,  practicing  law 
until  1860,  and  then  moved  onto  a  4()0-acre  tract  of 
wild  land  near  the  city  and  converted  it  into  a 
fruit  and  stock  farm  on  which,  as  he  says,  he 
**  raised  boys  and  girls,  hogs,  horses  and  cattle. 
grapes  and  apples  for  thirty  consecutive  years.'' 
He  was  the  first  treasurer  of  the  State  university, 
and  held  the  office  for  seven  years.    He  was  mayor 


1ud( 
has 


of  Iowa  City  in  1853,  and  alderman  for  several  terms. 
In  1889  he  became  librarian  of  the  State  Historical 
society, and  holds  that  office  now,  1897. 

He  has  been  a  contributor  to  the  Iowa  Historical 
Becord  and  the  historical  literature  of  the  state 
for  twenty-five  years.  He  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Southeastern  Iowa  and  State  Horticultural 
societies,  and  has  been  at  different  times  president 
and  secretary  of  the  former  and  director  and  presi- 
dent of  the  latter.  While  president  of  the  state 
society  he,  with  E.  H.  Calkins,  of  Burlington,  had 
charge  of  an  apple  exhibit  at  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Pomologlcal  society,  held  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  where  a  premium  was  awarded  for  the  ex- 
hibit. Mr.  Lathrop  was  an  original  whig  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  **  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler,  too,"  and 
was  president  of  the  Tippecanoe  club  of  Johnson 
county,  organized  during  the  Harrison  campaign, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  famous  Tippecanoe  club  of 
Des  Moines.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state  con- 
vention that  organized  the  republican  party  in 
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Iowa  City  in  1856,  and  in  that  convention  was  a 
member  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  J.  B.  Grin- 
nell,  Alvin  Saunders,  J.  B.  Howell,  Wm.  H.  Stone, 
Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  J.  A.  Palmer  and  L.  A. 
Thomas,  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
state.  He  has  twice  been  a  defeated  candidate  for 
the  legislature  in  Johnson  county.  He  was  a  re- 
porter for  newspapers  at  different  times  and  also 
correspondent  during  the  legislative  and  consti- 
tutional convention  sessions  of  1857,  for  the 
Chicago  Democratic  Press^  the  predecessor  of  the 
Chicago  Tribune.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows  over  fifty -one  years,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1853.  He  is 
a  charter  member  of  the  Iowa  Improved  Stock 
Breeders'  association,  member  of  the  Literary 
society,  and  president  of  the  Old  Settlers'  associa- 
tion for  three  years.  He  is  a  member  of  no  church, 
but  has  served  as  trustee  in  the  Presbyterian 
society. 

Mr.  Lathrop  was  married  April  14, 
1847,  to  Mary  Welton,  of  Hamilton,  Madi- 
son county,  N.  Y.  They  have  had  five 
children,  of  whom  three  are  living:  Wil- 
lard  Allen,  born  in  1848,  now  at  Wheeler, 
S.  D.;  George  Fred,  born  in  1851,  living  in 
Villa  Park,  Cal.,  and  Edith  May  Alinnie, 
born  in  1861,  married  to  W.  I.  Lathrop, 
living  at  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.  She  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Iowa  State  university. 


EDWARDS,  Millard  Fillmore,  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer  of  Parkersburg,  Butler 
county,  brought  thorough^  preparation, 
natural  ability  and  good  health  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  His  parents  were 
of  German  ancestry  on  his  mother's  side 
and  Welsh  on  his  father's  side,  and  he  was 
born  near  the  town  of  Muncy,  Lycoming 
county,  Pa.,  October  22,  1858.  His  father 
was  William  Edwards,  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  in  fair  financial  circumstances,  and 
his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Mary  Cath- 
erine SchmuU,  sometimes  written  **Smuir' 
and  **Smole. "  From  his  early  boyhood, 
Millard  F.  Edwards  enjoyed  good  educa- 
tional advantages,  first  in  the  public  schools 
of  Lycoming  county,  then  in  the  Lycoming 
County  Normal  school  and  in  the  Central 
State  Normal  school,  in  Lock  Haven,  Pa. 
For  some  years  after  this  he  taught  in  the 
schools  of  Lycoming  county,  beginning  in 
the  country  schools  and  advancing  steadily 
to  better  positions  in  the  graded  schools, 
until  he  finished  nine  years'  teaching,  as 
principal  of  one  of  the  graded  schools  of 
that  county.  Mr.  Edwards  also  took  a 
course  in  the  Commercial  college  at  Wil- 
liamsport,  Pa.  He  graduated  from  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Normal  school  in  1882, 
ranking  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  class,  and 
being  selected  to  represent  his  class  with 


an  oration  in  the  commencement  exercises. 
The  next  year  he  came  to  Iowa  to  enter 
the  law  department  of  the  State  university, 
devoting  himself  to  the  work  of  preparing 
to  enter  the  legal  profession  with  the  same 
industry  that  had  won  success  as  a  teacher. 
Graduating  from  the  law  school  in  1884, 
Mr.  Edwards  returned  to  Pennsylvania 
and  entered  the  law  office  of  B.  S.  Bentley , 
of  Williamsport.  Concluding,  however, 
that  Iowa  offered  the  best  field  for  his 
efforts,  he  decided  to  locate  in  this  state, 
coming  to  Parkersburg  in  July,  1885,  and 
forming  a  partnership  for  the  practice  of 
law  with  Hon.   O.  B.  Courtright,  now  of 


Waterloo.  The  partnership  lasted  a  little 
over  two  years,  when  Mr.  Edwards  retired 
from  the  firm  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  practice  alone. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  always  been  a  republi- 
can and  expects  to  be  in  the  future.  He 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-townsmen 
by  an  election  to  the  office  of  mayor,  and 
has  served  as  secretary  of  the  school  board. 
Aside  from  these  positions,  he  has  devoted 
his  energies  to  his  profession,  with  good 
results.  He  belongs  to  Royal  Lodge  No. 
218,  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  Parkersburg, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  grand  lodge  of 
the  state.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Edwards  was 
married  July  21,  1887,  to  Miss  Ida  Whiting, 
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of  Parkersburg,  and  two  children  have 
come  to  bless  their  pleasant  home.  They 
are:  Helen  Catherine,  born  January  10, 
1889,  and  Mildred  Irene,  born  November 
28,  1897. 

Since  the  preparation  of  this  sketch 
Mr.  Edwards  has  taken  up  the  banner  of 
his  party  in  Butler  county,  as  the  republi- 
can candidate  for  state  representative,  and 
will  in  all  probability  represent  that  county 
in  the  next  legislature. 


PAUL6ER,  Frederick  Wheatley, 
cashier  of  the  New  Hartford,  Iowa,  bank, 
was  born  at  Bucknall  Grange,  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  May  19,  1854.  John  Paul- 
ger,  his  father,  was  an  Englishman,  who 
came  to  America  with  his  family  in  1869, 
from  Great  Grimsby,  England.  They  left 
Liverpool  on  the  steamship  Nestorian 
in  May  and  landed  at  Point  Levi,  across 
the  river  from  Quebec,  Canada,  June  7, 
1869.  Prom  there  they  came  west  and 
after  a  few  days'  stay  at  Rockford,  111., 
came  to  New  Hartford,  Iowa,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  a  few  miles  from  town. 

Before  coming  to  America  young  Paul- 
^er  attended  the  schools  in  the  city  of 
London  and  also  the  Victoria  schools  in 
Great  Grimsby,  where  he  was  a  faithful 
and  studious  scholar  and  won  several  class 
prizes.  After  leaving  school  he  worked 
in  a  telegraph  office  as  messenger,  and 
also  in  the  steam  shipping  office  of  John 
Sutcliffe  at  Great  Grimsby  for  about  one 
year  before  leaving  England.  After  locat- 
ing at  New  Hartford  he  learned  telegraphy 
at  the  railroad  station  during  the  winter 
of  1872  and  was  appointed  agent  and  oper- 
ator for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  com- 
pany at  that  point  July  4,  1873.  This 
position  he  retained  until  1881.  During 
1875  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
father  in  the  coal  and  grain  business,  under 
the  firm  name  of  J.  Paulger  &  Son.  In 
August,  1882,  this  firm  bought  the  lumber 
and  hardware  business  of  J.  A.  Cousins. 
In  1883  the  father  retired  from  the  lumber 
and  hardware  business,  and  Frederick  W. 
formed  a  partnership  with  the  former  pro- 
prietor, J.  A.  Cousins,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Paulger  &  Cousins,  which  con- 
tinued until  November,  1892,  when  Mr. 
Cousins  bought  the  entire  business.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1885  Mr.  Paulger  entered  into 
partnership  with  W.  E.  Miner,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Miner  &  Paulger,  and  started 
the  New  Hartford  mill,  in   which  he  re- 


tained his  interest  until  1888,  when  it  was 
purchased  by  his  partner.  During  the 
year  of  1889  Mr.  Paulger,  with  three  oth- 
ers, organized  the  New  Hartford  bank,  of 
which  he  became  cashier  in  1893.  He  still 
retains  that  connection  with  the  bank  and 
its  prosperity  is  largely  due  to  his  energetic 
and  conservative  management. 

Mr.  Paulger  has  always  been  an  active 
member  of  the  republican  party  and  has 
been  honored  by  election  to  several  local 
offices.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  New 
Hartford  in  1892  and  in  1894  accepted  the 
position  of  city  treasurer,  which  he  still 
occupies.  He  is  master  of  Beaver  Lodge, 
A.  P.  and  A.  M. ,  and  has  held  that  office 


for  three  consecutive  years.  He  is  also 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  Knight  Templar, 
being  a  member  of  Baldwin  commandery 
of  Cedar  Palls. 

November  10,  1880,  Mr.  Paulger  was 
married  to  Ida  Guthrie,  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  A.  Guthrie,  of  New  Hartford.  They 
have  three  children:  Leo  Harry,  born 
March  7,  1882;  Mable  Prank,  born  July  20, 
1884,  and  Ruth  Genevieve,  born  July  22, 
1889.  By  a  long  and  successful  business 
career  Mr.  Paulger  has  merited,  and  has 
won,  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  and  established  a  fine  reputa- 
tion for  business  foresight  and  ability. 
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MORGRIDGE,  George  Osborn,  of 
Muscatine,  is  one  of  the  well-known  physi- 
cians of  eastern  Iowa.  He  is  of  Puritan 
ancestry;  his  great-great-grandfather,  John 
Morgridge,  came  from  England  soon  after 
1700  and  settled  at  Newburyport,  Mass., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  shipbuilding. 
His  son,  Samuel,  Dr.  Morgridge 's  great- 
grandfather, was  a  man  of  learning,  who 
also  followed  shipbuilding  until  injured 
by  a  fall,  after  which  he  was  a  teacher. 
He  married  Ruth  Siloers,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  died  June  26,  1772.  His  son,  the 
doctor 's  grandfather,  was  born  at  Amesbury , 
Mass.,  August  20,  1760,  and  died  April  19, 


1798.  Dr.  Morgridge 's  father,  Isaac  Mor- 
gridge, was  born  September  1,  1798,  in 
Maine.  At  the  age  of  15  he  came  to  Marion 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  cut  wood  and 
farmed.  Two  years  later  he  joined  the 
cavalry  to  serve  on  the  northern  frontier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  but  before  reaching  the 
front  peace  was  declared.  He  afterwards 
moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  died  April  8, 
1865.  Dr.  Morgridge 's  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Anner  Thankful  Ballen- 
tine,  was  born  November  17,  1805,  at 
Schodack  on  the  Hudson,  and  was  married 
to  Isaac  Morgridge  at  Marion,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1828.  Previous  to  her  marriage 
she  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Columbus,  Ohio.     She  was  a  daughter  of 


Dr.  Ebenezer  Ballentine,  who  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  college,  and  was  commissioned 
*' Surgeon's  Mate''  in  a  Massachusetts 
regiment  during  the  revolution.  His 
father.  Rev.  John  Ballentine,  of  Scotch 
descent,  was  a  native  of  Boston.  He  grad- 
uated from  Harvard  in  1735,  and  was  called 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  Ck)ngregational 
church  at  Westfield,  Mass.,  in  1740,  where 
he  preached  for  thirty -five  years.  He  died 
February  12,  1776,  aged  60  years. 

Dr.  G.  O.  Morgridge  was  born  January 
26,  1840,  at  Marion,  Ohio.  The  first  school 
he  attended  was  taught  in  an  old  abandoned 
log  house,  with  a  drunken  cripple  for  a 
teacher.  He  afterwards  attended  school  at 
Bloomington,  Ind.  In  1857,  at  the  age  of 
17,  he  came  to  Iowa;  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi at  Davenport  with  but  $2.50  in  his 
pocket,  walked  to  Tipton,  and  there  se- 
cured work  in  a  brickyard.  He  was  soon 
afterward  engaged  for  a  time  at  teaching. 
During  the  second  year  of  the  war  he 
offered  himself  to  his  country,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  army  October  18,  1861, 
as  a  private  in  Company  H  of  the  Eleventh 
regiment  of  Iowa  infantry.  He  was  made 
first  sergeant  in  March,  1863,  and  com- 
missioned captain  October  16,  1864,  com- 
manding his  company  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
both  battles  of  Corinth,  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  campaign  and  capture  of  Atlant€^ 
and  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea.  He 
marched  in  the  great  review  in  Washing- 
ton at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  Davenport  July  24,  1865. 
He  was  twice  wounded;  at  Shiloh  April  6, 
1862,  and  at  Nicko-Jack  Creek,  Ga.,  July 
4,  1864. 

Returning  from  the  war  Dr.  Morgridge 
entered  the  State  university,  where  he 
studied  nearly  two  years,  then  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Hughes,  Sr.,  of  Keokuk, 
and  in  March,  1870,  graduated  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at 
Keokuk,  and  from  the  medical  department 
of  the  State  university  in  1874.  During 
the  year  1875-6  he  completed  the  course 
at  Bellevue  college,  New  York,  and  soon 
afterwards  moved  to  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since, 
and  has  enjoyed  the  liberal  patronage 
which  he  deserves. 

Politically,  Dr.  Morgridge  is  a  repub- 
lican. He  served  twelve  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Muscatine  board  of  education. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
to  the  Congregational  church.  He  was 
married  in  November,   1866,  to  Ruth  A. 
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Casebeer,  whose  father  was  a  pioneer 
Methodist  preacher  and  a  pronounced 
abolitionist.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morgridge  have 
had  two  children:  Henry  W.,  born  in  1867, 
and  My rtaE. ,  born  in  1870.  His  son,  Henry, 
graduated  in  medicine  in  1890,  was  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  business  until  October 
25,  1897,  at  which  date  he  died  aged  30 
years.  He  was  a  young  man  of  ability  and 
was  greatly  loved  and  respected  by  all. 


DICKMAN,  John  William,  professor 
of  German  and  pedagogy  in  Upper  Iowa 
university  at  Payette,  is  one  of  the  rising 
young  educators  of  Iowa.  He  was  born  in 
a  log  house,  five  miles  north  of  Defiance, 
Ohio,  April  22,  1863,  and  was  brought  up 
on  a  farm.  His  father,  William  Dickman, 
was  born  in  Ohio  also,  where  he  learned 
the  cooper's  trade.  In  1857  he  came  to 
West  Union,  Iowa,  but  after  remaining 
five  years  returned  to  Ohio,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  1862  to  Martha  Ann  Schott,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  when  3 
years  of  age.  Coming  to  Iowa  again  in 
1865,  Mr.  Dickman  became  a  farmer,  and 
was  very  prosperous.  He  now  owns  a  farm 
of  about  600  acres,  in  Payette  county,  and 
is  worth  from  $40,000  to  $50,000. 

J.  W.  Dickman  began  attending  district 
school  when  he  was  8  years  old,  but  was 
never  able  to  go  more  than  about  four 
months  each  winter,  for  his  services  were 
always  in  demand  on  the  farm.  But  he  im- 
proved his  time,  and  did  not  leave  the 
country  school  until  he  was  18  years  old, 
when  he  entered  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  Upper  Iowa  university  at  Payette. 
From  this  institution  he  graduated  in  1888, 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  While  in  col- 
lege he  was  a  leader  among  students,  and 
was  very  prominent  in  social  and  religious 
circles.  While  in  his  senior  year  he  was 
elected  class  president,  and  in  1886  was 
chosen  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  a  delegate  to 
Mr.  Moody's  Summer  school  at  Mt.  Hermon. 
He  won  a  prize  of  $20  in  a  debating  contest, 
and  an  honorary  prize  in  a  military  contest. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Philomathean 
Literary  society,  and  of  other  college 
organizations.  He  helped  pay  his  way 
through  school  by  doing  farm  work  during 
vacations,  and  in  his  senior  year  was  em- 
ployed as  a  tutor  in  history  and  mathe- 
matics. Immediately  after  graduation  he 
was  chosen  by  his  alma  mater  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty,  his  position  being  that 
of  professor  of  mathematics  and  German. 
Here  he  remained  until  June,  1894,  when  he 

26 


resigned  his  position  in  order  to  settle 
up  and  dispose  of  his  interest  in  a  lumber 
business  at  Sumner;  for  it  was  the  intention 
of  Professor  Dickman  to  take  post  graduate 
work  in  an  eastern  university  after  spend- 
ing one  year  in  Sumner.  But  during  that 
year  he  was  so  urged  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  principal  of  the  Sumner  schools 
that  he  finally  yielded,  and  his  school  work, 
with  his  business,  proved  so  enjoyable  and 
lucrative  that  he  deemed  it  best  to  postpone 
his  post-graduate  work.  This  determina- 
tion was  more  fully  confirmed  by  his  elec- 
tion June,  1898,  to  the  chair  of  German  and 
pedagogy  in  the  Upper  Iowa  university. 


and  his  re-election  in  June,  1899,  to  the 
same  position,  and  also  as  treasurer  of  the 
university  and  a  member  of  its  executive 
committee. 

The  professor  is  a  republican,  but  does 
not  wish  to  be  counted  as  a  blind  enthusiast 
for  that  party,  for  he  realizes  that,  though 
it  suits  him  better  than  any  other,  it  is  still 
far  from  being  perfect.  He  belongs  to 
three  secret  orders:  The  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Masons,  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a  very  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Sum- 
ner, at  present  being  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school,  and  chorister. 

He  was  married  August  22, 1889,  to  Miss 
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Adella  G.  Maltbie,  preceptress  of  the  Up- 
per Iowa  university,  and  a  graduate  of 
Northwestern  university,  of  Evanston,  111. 


EVANS,  James  McParland,  of  Salem, 
is  one  of  the  best-known  physicians  of 
southeastern  Iowa.  His  ancestors  were 
mostly  Scotch  and  Irish.  His  father,  Abel 
M.  Evans,  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Evans,  of 
Welsh  descent,  and  Sarah  McParland, 
daughter  of  Judge  William  McParland, 
whose  father,  Daniel  McParland,  came 
from  Scotland  to  America  about  1750,  set- 
tling for  a  time  in  New  England,  and  then 


permanently  in  Washington  county.  Pa., 
where  he  had  much  to  do  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country.  During  the  revolu- 
tionary war  he  held  a  commission  in  the 
army.  He  died  in  1817,  aged  87,  leaving  a 
valuable  estate,  which  is  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  descendant,  Abel  Evans,  the 
doctor's  father,  who  was  born  in  1819.  He 
was  married  March  15,  1838,  to  Elizabeth 
Weir,  who  was  born  in  1821,  and  whose 
father,  Adam  Weir,  was  the  son  of  William 
Weir,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Scot- 
land in  1750  and  settled  in  Pranklin  county, 
Pa.  The  Weir  family,  which  belonged  to 
the  parish  of  "  Lesmahagow  "  in  Scotland, 
was  at  one  time  very  prominent  in  that 
country,   it  being  recorded  that,  in  1695, 


two  members  of  the  family,  James  and 
John  Weir,  owned  a  castle  and  grounds, 
known  as  ''Glenare, "  which  remained 
standing  until  1857.  Others  of  the  family 
were  clergymen,  soldiers,  and  members  of 
parliament.  They  were  qtite  conspicuous 
during  the  war  of  the  covenant  in  Scotland, 
which  raged  during  the  sixteenth  century, 
bravely  contending  for  liberty  of  worship. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Evans  was  born  September  19, 
1841,  in  Washington  county.  Pa.,  and  was 
the  younger  of  two  sons,  his  brother  Sam- 
uel dying  June  30,  1864,  from  the  effects  of 
wounds  received  in  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  Va.  Dr.  Evans'  mother  died 
when  he  was  but  2  weeks  old,  and  he  was 
brought  up  by  other  relatives.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  conmion 
schools  of  Pennsylvania,  which  were  well 
up  to  the  average  of  that  day.  At  16  he 
entered  Waynesburg  college,  in  Greene 
county.  Pa.,  but  at  the  end  of  three  years 
left  school  without  completing  the  course, 
in  order  to  enlist  in  the  army.  He  joined 
the  Eighth  regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
Reserves,  Volunteer  infantry,  as  a  private 
in  Company  K,  May  1,  1861.  In  the  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run  he  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  left  shoulder  and  was  dis- 
charged from  service  on  account  of  this 
disability  February  13,  1863,  at  Baltimore, 
Md.  He  came  to  Iowa  May  28,  1865,  and 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  L.  E. 
Goodell,  a  broad-minded  man  and  one  of 
the  most  successful  physicians  of  the  state. 
After  a  year  and  a  half  spent  in  study 
under  this  man's  direction,  Dr.  Evans 
attended  lectures  at  the  Western  Medical 
college  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Pilot  Grove,  Lee 
county,  Iowa,  in  1868,  removing  October 
15,  1872,  to  West  Point,  in  the  same 
county,  and  on  March  2,  1880,  he  lo- 
cated at  Salem,  Henry  county,  his  present 
home.  Thus  he  has  practiced  for  about 
thirty  years  over  the  same  field,  all  these 
removals  having  been  within  a  radius 
of  twenty  miles.  Though  he  has  amassed 
a  comfortable  fortune,  and  owns  one  of  the 
best  medical  libraries  in  the  state,  the  doc- 
tor still  continues  to  practice,  preferring  a 
life  of  activity  to  one  of  retirement 

Dr.  Evans  is  a  member  of  Salem  Lodge 
No.  17,  A.  P.  &  A.  M,  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a  re- 
publican, and  in  religion  he  adheres  to  the 
faith  of  his  ancestors,  and  is  a  Presby- 
terian. 

The  doctor  was  married  December  3, 
1868,  to  Miss  Helene  Lusk.     Their  family 
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now  includes  three  daughters:  Victorine, 
born  in  1869,  now  Mrs.  C.  H.  Cook,  of 
Omaha;  Winona,  born  in  1871,  and  Helen 
McFarland,  born  in  1873.  His  wife  died  at 
Salem,  Iowa,  May  2,  1897.  Winona  was 
married  in  1897;  is  now  Mrs.  Harry  Reeves, 
and  lives  at  Keokuk. 


Mcelroy,  Ebenezer  Erskine,  the 
well  known  attorney  of  Ottumwa,  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  He  was  born  February  16,  1849, 
near  Greenfield,  Ohio.  His  father,  Thomas 
G.  McBlroy,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  rebellion  and  enlisted  in  the  army 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  only 
14  years  old,  leaving  him  with  his  mother 
and  five  younger  children  to  care  for  them- 
selves on  the  farm.  Before  leaving  home 
the  father  called  the  children  together  and 
told  them  that  as  Ebenezer  was  the  oldest 
he  should  take  his  place  and  they  must 
obey  him  the  same  as  they  would  their 
father.  To  the  14-year-old  boy  he  said, 
* 'There  will  be  many  things  that  will 
bother  you.  Questions  will  come  up  about 
whether  it  is  best  to  break  certain  fields; 
whether  the  wheat  has  stood  the  winter  so 
that  it  will  be  worth  harvesting;  whether 
the  stock  is  fat  enough  to  sell;  what  kind 
of  crops  should  be  put  in  certain  fields, 
etc.  If  such  things  bother  you  it  would  be 
well  for  you  to  talk  with  your  Uncle  Hugh, 
or  Mr.  Smith  about  them,  but  when  you 
hear  what  they  say,  I  want  you  to  do 
whatever  you  think  best. ' '  Throwing  this 
responsibility  upon  the  boy  at  an  early  age 
probably  had  much  influence  on  his  char- 
acter and  after  life,  and  prepared  him  for 
greater  responsibilities. 

Young  McElroy  attended  country  schools 
until  he  was  fifteen;  then  studied  for  two 
winters  in  the  high  school  of  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  then  three  years  in  the  South  Salem 
academy,  and  then  finished  his  course  in 
three  years  at  Cornell  university,  New 
York,  in  June,  1872,  receiving  the  degree 
of  B.  S.  He  then  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
where  in  June,  1873,  he  took  the  degree  of 
LL.  B. 

Mr.  McElroy  was  married  July  2,  1873, 
to  Miss  Belle  Hamilton,  of  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  and  August  18th  they  moved  to 
OttumWa,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  lived, 
and  has  built  up  an  excellent  law  practice. 
He  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  E. 
Chambers,   in    the   law  practice  in  1875, 


which  continued  until  the  death  of  that 
gentleman  in  1890.  M.  A.  Roberts  was 
taken  into  the  firm  in  1887,  and  continued 
with  it  until  1895,  when  he  became  district 
judge.  His  present  partner,  Mr.  George 
P.  Heindel,  became  associated  with  the 
firm  in  1894.  Their  practice  is  now  prac- 
tically confined  to  the  district  and  supreme 
courts  of  this  state,  and  the  United  states 
circuit  court  for  the  Southern  district  of 
Iowa. 

Although  taking  no  active  part  in  poli- 
tics Mr.  McElroy  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  an  alderman  of  the 
city  of  Ottumwa.     He  has  been  a  member 


of  the  school  board  of  that  place  for  the 
last  fifteen  years,  and  president  of  the 
board  for  the  last  six  years.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  State  Bar  association. 

By  his  first  wife  Mr.  McElroy  has  five 
children:  Thomas  Clifford,  now  in  Cornell 
university;  Carl  Erskine,  now  with  the 
wholesale  grocery  firm  of  J.  G.  Hutchin- 
son &  Company;  Walter  Hamilton,  Ralph 
Theodore  and  Evalyn,  all  now  in  the  high 
school  at  Ottumwa.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  he  was  married,  in  1884,  to 
Elizabeth  Millner  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Edna  and  Edith. 
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ROBINSON,  John  Blair,  a  prominent 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Mt.  Vernon,  has 
won  a  high  place  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  was  born  May  29,  1852,  in 
Knoxville,  Marshall  county,  W.  Va.,  in  the 
same  log  cabin  in  which  his  father  was 
bom  and  brought  up,  and  where  his  grand- 
parents died.  The  house  which  has  shel- 
tered three  generations  of  the  Robinson 
family  still  stands.  Dr.  Robinson  was  the 
son  of  James  Robinson,  who  was  a  farmer 
in  good  circumstances.  He  served  three 
years  in  the  union  army  as  a  private  in 
Company  B,  Twelfth  West  Virginia  volun- 
teers. He  was  accidentally  killed  on  Sep- 
tember 9,    1886,   his  57th    birthday.     His 


mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Ann  Harris,  whose  ancestors  came  from 
Connecticut,  was  born  and  still  lives  in 
West  Virginia.  Several  of  her  ancestors 
served  in  the  revolutionary  war.  And 
that  they  were  ardent  supporters  of  the 
union  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  thirty- 
seven  of  her,  and  her  husband's  relatives 
offered  their  lives  in  the  defense  of  their 
country  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
The  Terrills,  a  branch  of  her  family,  were 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  first  Uni- 
versalist  church  in  West  Virginia,  and  were 
uncompromising  abolitionists,  and  noted 
for  opposition  to  intemperance  and  capital 
punishment.     The  family  is  of  Scotch  and 


Irish  descent,  and  in  America  has  repre- 
sentives  through  five  to  seven  generations. 

Dr.  Robinson  was  the  eldest  of  thirteen 
children,  and  early  in  life  learned  the  les- 
son of  self-reliance  and  helpfulness  to 
others.  He  began  when  only  7  years  of 
age  to  perform  many  kinds  of  farm  work, 
and  thus  in  advancing  years  found  bis  field 
of  operations  rapidly  increasing.  In  1858 
he  began  attending  a  subscription  school  in 
a  log  house.  He  never  saw  a  free  public 
school  until  he  was  15  years  of  age. 
In  1872  he  took  a  five-months'  course 
in  the  Meadville  academy  at  French 
Creek,  W.  Va.  He  attended  the  Waynes- 
burg  college,  Waynesburg,  Pa.,  during  ttie 
years  of  i873-4-5,  completing  the  soph- 
more  year.  He  taught  in  the  public  schools 
of  West  Virginia  for  a  period  of  thirty-two 
months.  In  1876  he  began  reading  med- 
icine in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  under  Dr.  C.  C. 
Olmstead,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.  In  1877-8  he  attended  med- 
ical lectures  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the 
Pulte  Medical  college,  and  at  Hahnemann 
Medical  college,  Chicago,  graduating  from 
the  latter  in  1879.  The  next  year  he  came 
west  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
where  he  began  the  practice  of  medicine 
with  less  than  $100  in  cash,  and  was  in 
debt  more  than  $500  to  kind  friends  in  the 
east,  which  required  six  years  to  pay  in  ad- 
dition to  keeping  up  his  business  expenses 
and  supporting  his  family.  By  strict  at- 
tention to  business  he  soon  acquired  a 
lucrative  practice.  In  1883  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Dr.  Joshua  Doron  in  the 
practice  of  medicine,  and  conducted  a  drug 
store  at  Mt.  Vernon,  which  continued  untU 
the  partnership  was  mutually  dissolved. 
He  did  this  in  order  to  devote  all  of  his 
time  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  his 
work  has  been  since  that  time  confined 
to  that  of  a  general  practitioner.  That  he 
has  been  successful  is  attested  by  con- 
stantly increasing  practice,  which  has  run 
throughout  a  course  of  nineteen  years. 
When  the  war  broke  out  he  was  too  young 
to  shoulder  a  musket,  but  for  two  or  three 
years  he  carried  the  mail  on  horseback  for 
the  soldiers'  families  in  the  neighborhood, 
two  or  three  times  a  week,  from  the  nearest 
railroad  station,  a  distance  of  five  miles. 

Dr.  Robinson  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican, and  has  frequently  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  county,  congressional  and  state 
conventions.  He  has  never  been  a  candi- 
date for  any  political  preferment.  He  is 
now,  and  has  been  for  several  years,  chair- 
man of  the  Mt.  Vernon  school  board,  and 
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served  six  consecutive  years  as  a  member 
of  the  city  council.  He  has  for  several 
years  held  the  position  of  physician  to  the 
Mt.  Vernon  board  of  health.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America,  in 
all  of  which  he  holds,  or  has  held,  important 
offices,  and  is  a  member  of  the  grand  lodge 
of  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Iowa.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  holds  official  positions  therein.  He 
was  married  September  28,1878,  at  Mounds- 
ville,  W.  Va.,  to  Sarah  E.  Howe,  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Howe.  They  have  two 
children:  Nellie  Howe,  born  October  8, 
1880,  and  James  Arthur,  born  December 
26,  1883.  February  7,  1898,  Mrs.  Robinson 
died.  He  was  again  married,  October  2, 
1895,  to  Anna  Coldren  Shepler,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Shepler,  of  Belle 
Vernon,  Pa. 


REHMANN,  J.  W.,  was  bom  on  the 
14th  day  of  December,  1856,  in  Schlemmin, 
Mecklenburg  Schwerin,  Germany.  His 
early  educational  training  was  received  in 
the  village  school,  and  was  thorough  and 
quite  extended.  His  first  higher  education 
was  attained  in  the  Luebtheen  seminary, 
where  he  earned  distinction  in  music  and 
the  languages.  The  ancestry  of  Mr.  Reh- 
mann  consists  of  a  long  line  of  peasants, 
without  any  great  distinction,  except  that 
some  were  physicians  to  the  court  of  Baden. 

At  the  age  of  16  Mr.  Rehmann  came  to 
America  to  prepare  himself  for  the  minis  try 
in  the  German  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa. 
He  continued  his  college  study  for  a  year 
at  Galena,  111.,  following  which  he  located 
in  St.  Sebald,  Clayton  county,  Iowa.  This 
was  in  1873.  He  there  taught  district 
school  for  one  year,  at  the  same  time  giv- 
ing private  instructions  in  music.  In  the 
fall  of  1875  he  accepted  the  professorship 
of  ancient  and  modern  languages  in  the 
Cedar  Valley  seminary  at  Osage,  Iowa.  He 
shortly  resigned  this  position,  but  remained 
in  Osage  where  he  gave  instructions  in 
music  until  1890,  making  in  the  meantime 
two  European  journeys.  During  his  stay 
abroad  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  lan- 
guages and  literature  at  the  University  of 
Berlin,  and  in  music  at  the  renowned 
Scharwenka  conservatory  in  1887-88,  visit- 
ing, likewise,  the  educational  institutions  of 
Italy,  France  and  England. 


In  September,  1890,  he  located  at  1336 
Sixth  street,  Des  Moines,  where  he  gives 
private  lessons  on  the  piano,  in  harmony 
and  in  the  languages.  He  has  also  given 
many  lectures  on  literary  and  musical 
topics,  besides  writing  articles  for  various 
periodicals  on  those  subjects.  Mr.  Reh- 
mann has  achieved  considerable  fame  as  a 
translator.  Of  his  work  in  that  direction 
may  be  mentioned  the  translation  of  Prof. 
Carl  Reinecke's  work  on  music,  entitled: 
** What  shall  we  play?"  He  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Society  of  Music 
Teachers  of  Iowa,  having  held  all  the 
different  positions  in  that  organization.  He 


was  its  president  during  the  years  1895-96. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1879,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Anna  M.  Gundlach,  of  Putnam,  Iowa, 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Mary  Gundlach, 
who  belonged  to  the  first  settlers  in  Payette 
county,  and  were  prosperous  farmers. 
Mrs.  Mary  Gundlach  died  December  1, 
1884,  but  Mr.  Gundlach  still  enjoys  good 
health  at  the  age  of  81  years.  Not  a  single 
cloud  has  come  to  mar  the  married  life  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rehmann  to  this  day.  Five 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  three 
daughters,  Adelaide,  Aiina  and  Elsa;  and 
two  sons,  John  and  Theodor. 

Having  lived  in  Iowa  almost  twenty-five 
years,   and  having  engaged  as  an  active 
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instructor  in  the  lines  of  higher  education 
for  most  of  that  time,  Mr.  Rehmann  is  in  a 
position  to  judge  the  character  of  our  edu- 
cational institutions,  and  he  unhesitatingly 
pronounces  them  among  the  very  best.  To 
the  advancement  of  everything  pertaining 
to  education  he  is  a  regular  contributor. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  German 
Lutheran;  politically,  he  is  a  republican. 


NICHOLS,  Edmund  Elon,  is  a  promi- 
nent attorney  and  politician  of  Perry.  He 
is  of  English  and  Welsh  descent  and  his 
great-grandfather,   John    Nichols,   was  a 


soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war  and  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Concord.  His 
grandfather,  Hiram  Nichols  is  yet  living 
at  Grouvemeur,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  over 
90  years.  His  father,  Orson  K.  Nichols, 
within  three  years  after  his  marriage,  en- 
listed as  a  volunteer  in  Company  A,  Four- 
teenth New  York  heavy  artillery.  He  was 
in  the  seven  battles  of  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania.  North  Ann  Talopatomy,  Bethseda 
Church,  Cold  Harbor  and  siege  of  Peters- 
burg. He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  con- 
federates at  the  time  of  the  mine  explosion 
at  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  died  in 
Danville  prison  some  time  afterwards. 

Mr.    Nichols'  mother  was  Amanda  L. 
Jones  Nichols,  a  native  of  Vermont.     Her 


parents  moved  from  Vermont  across  Lake 
Champlain  and  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y. 
Her  father  and  mother  lived  to  the  age  of 
nearly  90  years.  Mrs.  Nichols  remained  a 
widow  for  a  number  of  years  after  her  hus- 
band's  death,  and  then  married  Cyrus  6. 
Dake,  who  is  a  professor  in  Epworth  semi- 
nary, Epworth    Iowa. 

Edmund  E.  Nichols  was  born  June  4, 
1860,  at  Gouverneur,  St.  Lawrence  coimty, 
N.  Y.  His  earliest  education  was  at  private 
schools  and  at  the  Gouverneur  Wesleyan 
seminary.  At  the  age  of  14  he  removed 
with  his  mother  to  Potsdam,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  attended  the  Potsdam  State  Normal 
school  for  four  years,  taking  the  classical 
course.  When  19  years  of  age  they  re- 
moved to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  taught  school  for  one  year  and  then 
tried  farming  for  two  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  State  university  at  Iowa  City,  and 
graduated  therefrom  in  the  class  of  1883. 
After  graduating  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Josiah 
H.  Bissell  and  W.  S.  Forrest,  the  eminent 
criminal  lawyer.  In  1884  he  left  the  office 
of  Forrest  in  Chicago  and  returned  to  Iowa, 
where  he  formed  a  partnership  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  with  T.  R.  North,  of  Adel.  In 
Adel  he  remained  until  1888,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Perry  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  Walter  W.  Cardell,  which  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1894.  For  ten  years  he 
has  been  the  attorney  for  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway  for  that 
portion  of  the  state,  and  was  for  four  years 
county  attorney.  His  business  has  con- 
sisted almost  entirely  of  the  trial  of  cases 
and  in  that  department  he  has  been  very 
successful. 

Mr.  Nichols  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican and  there  has  not  been  a  democrat  in 
his  family  on  either  side  for  two  genera- 
tions. He  has  been  active  in  local  and 
state  campaigns  for  ten  years,  and  had  the 
unanimous  support  of  his  county  as  a 
candidate  for  congress  in  1896.  As  a 
political  orator  he  has  made  considerable 
reputation  for  a  young  man.  The  Perry 
Ghwf  of  August  6,  1896,  in  regard  to  his 
speech  at  the  congressional  convention, 
says:  **  When  Mr.  Nichols  took  the  plat- 
form he  was  warmly  received  and  from  the 
time  the  first  words  were  spoken,  he  had 
the  audience  with  him,  and  at  times  they 
broke  loose  with  such  enthusiasm  that  it 
was  difficult  for  him  to  proceed.  His 
speech  was  a  great  effort  and  completely 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


399 


captivated  th«  convention  and  its  several 
hundred  visitors.  At  the  finish  he  was 
given  a  perfect  ovation,  and  delegates  and 
republicans  who  had  never  met  him  climbed 
over  the  seats  to  congratulate  him. "  Mr. 
Nichols  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Odd  Fellows,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Shriners,  and  other  orders. 

In  1885  he  was  married  to  Dorothy  I. 
Stevens,  of  Newell,  Iowa.  They  have 
three  children:  Lillian,  born  in  1888; 
Dorothy,  bom  in  1892,  and  Josephine,  born 
in  1895. 


WELLS,  Lucius,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  Deere,  Wells  &  Company,  an  Iowa 
corporation,  is  one  of  the  best  known  busi- 
ness men  in  the  state,  and  is  also  prominent 
and  active  in  the  sound  money  democratic 
organization  in  the  state.  He  has  always 
been  a  democrat,  not  a  seeker  after  office  or 
other  political  distinction,  but  taking  such 
interest  in  the  politics  of  the  country  as  a 
patriotic  business  man  should.  In  explain- 
ing his  attitude  at  present  he  says  that  he 
is  a  democrat  from  principle,  and  therefore 
could  not  join  with  the  fusion  elements  in 
favor  of  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of 
silver,  which  he  thinks  is  not  good  demo- 
cratic doctrine.  Mr.  Wells  was  born  in 
Hampton,  111.,  on  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  February  9,  1845.  His  father's 
name  was  also  Lucius  Wells,  and  he  was  a 
farmer  until  he  was  50  years  old,  after 
which  he  went  into  the  logging  and  mill- 
ing business.  His  ancestors  came  from 
England  long  before  the  revolutionary 
war,  and  many  of  them  participated  in  the 
war.  The  mother  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent  and  a  great  grand-niece  of  Ethan 
Allen.  Her  maiden  name  was  Eunice  Mc- 
Murphy.  Mr.  Wells  emigrated  from  Ver- 
mont, and  Mrs.  Wells  from  New  York,  to 
southern  Illinois,  before  the  day  of  rail- 
roads, or  about  1826.  They  were  married 
at  Swaneetown,  111.,  and  traveled  from 
there  to  Galena,  when  there  were  no  towns 
on  the  way  except  Carlisle,  Vandalia, 
Springfield  and  Peoria.  Their  records  of 
the^  journey,  show  several  battles  with  In- 
dians on  the  way,  and  when  arriving  at 
Rock  river,  where  Dixon  now  stands,  they 
were  captured  by  the  Indians  and  held 
prisoners  for  several  days.  They  finally 
settled  in  Rock  Island  county.  111. 

Lucius  Wells  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  afterward  at- 
tending the  Lombard  university,  at  Gales- 
burg,  one  year,  leaving  at  the  end  of  that 


time  to  go  into  business  with  Deere  & 
Company,  the  famous  plow  manufacturers 
of  Moline,  111.  Mr.  Wells  facetiously  re- 
marks that  he  earned  his  first  money  hold- 
ing the  plow  by  the  handles  and  has  been 
handling  the  plow  ever  since,  but  not  as  a 
farmer.  He  steadily  advanced  in  the  firm, 
until  in  1881,  the  present  company  was  or- 
ganized, the  Council  Bluffs  house  opened 
as  a  distributing  point  for  several  states, 
and  Mr.  Wells  took  charge  of  the  estab- 
lishment and  has  continued  in  that  capac- 
ity successfully  ever  since. 

Mr.  Wells  is  a  member  of  the  Iroquois 
club,  the  leading  democratic  organization 


of  Chicago,  and  of  the  Omaha  club,  a 
social  club.  In  1892  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  democratic  national  convention.  When 
the  directory  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  and 
International  exposition  at  Omaha  was 
organized,  Mr.  Wells  was  made  the  only 
active  member  from  Iowa,  representing  the 
state  in  the  management  of  the  exposition 
opening  in  May,  1898. 

He  was  married  in  1868  to  Martha  A. 
Wadsworth,  whose  ancestors  for  three 
generations  were  Germans,  wjio  settled  in 
Maryland.  They  have  had  three  children, 
Eunice  M.,  bom  January  21,  1871,  and  now 
the  wife  of  A.  W.  Casady;  Marcus  P., 
bom  September  14,  1873,  and  died  March 
14, 1874,  and  Cherrie,  born  February  4, 1884. 
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NICOLL,  David,  an  ex-member  of  the 
house  of  representatives  in  the  Iowa  legis- 
lature, a  minister  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church,  and  a  farmer  in  Battle  town- 
ship, Ida  county,  Iowa,  was  bom  in  Dela- 
ware county,  N.  Y.,  February  22,  1841. 
He  was  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Margaret 
George  Nicoll,  and  was  the  eighth  born  of 
their  family  of  ten  children.  His  father 
was  born  in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  in  1797, 
and  grew  to  manhood  and  married  there. 
He  emigrated  to  America  in  1839  and 
located  on  a  farm  in  Delaware  county,  N. 
Y. ,  where  the  rest  of  his  life  was  spent. 
His  death  occurred  in  March,  1870.     His 


wife  survived  him  until  April,  1890,  and 
died  at  Clarence,  Cedar  county,  Iowa. 
All  but  two  of  the  children  are  still  living. 
They  are:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Beck- 
with,  deceased;  William,  married  and  liv- 
ing in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y.;  James, 
deceased;  Andrew,  married  and  living  in 
Tarkio,  Mo.;  Margaret,  wife  of  John  G. 
Russell,  living  in  Delaware  county,  N.  Y. ; 
Ann,  wife  of  Allen  Elijah,  living  in  Clar- 
ence, Cedarcounty,  Iowa;  Christina,  widow 
of  John  D.  Imrie,  living  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa; 
David,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jane, 
wife  of  William  Imrie,  of  Napa  City,  Cal., 
and  Jeannette,  wife  of  L.  D.  Boyd,  of  Red 
Oak,  Iowa. 


David  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
county,  and  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools  until  1859,  when  he 
entered  the  Andes  academy.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  he  entered  Jefferson  college,  at 
Cannonsburg,  Penn.  After  completing- 
the  sophomore  year,  he  enlisted  at  Pitts- 
burg, Penn.,  August  29,  1862,  in  Knapp 's 
Pennsylvania  battery,  for  a  term  of  three 
years  or  during  the  war.  The  battery- 
was  connected  with  the  Second  division. 
Twelfth  army  corps,  and  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Antietam,  Chancellorsville 
and  Gettysburg,  besides  numerous  other 
skirmishes.  In  September,  1863,  the 
Twelfth  army  corps  was  ordered  west  under 
General  Hooker  to  join  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland.  On  the  night  of  October  28, 
1863,  at  Wauhatchie,  near  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  Mr.  Nicoll  received  a  gunshot 
wound  in  the  right  shoulder,  resulting  in 
the  permanent  and  total  disability  of  the 
right  arm.  Though  disqualified  by  reason 
of  this  wound,  for  service  in  the  field,  he 
continued  in  the  service  of  his  country  in 
the  provost  marshal's  office  in  New  York 
city  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  received 
his  honorable  discharge  May  17,  1865. 

In  September,  1865,  he  re-entered  Jeffer- 
son college  and  remained  there  until  Jan- 
uary, 1866,  when  he  went  to  Illinois  and 
entered  Monmouth  college,  graduating  in 
June,  1867.  After  leaving  college,  he  at- 
tended Theological  seminary  at  Newbury, 
N.  Y.,  and  Monmouth,  111.,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  March,  1869.  In  Sep- 
tember, of  the  same  year,  he  settled  at  De 
Witt,  Clinton  county,  Iowa,  as  pastor  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  church.  He  re- 
mained there  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years, 
when  on  account  of  impaired  health,  he 
resigned  his  pastorate,  moved  to  Ida  county 
and  located  on  a  farm  of  wild  land  pur- 
chased in  1880,  when  he  donated  a  site 
on  one  corner  of  his  farm,  and  a  church 
building  with  a  seating  capacity  of  150  was 
erected  thereon.  Since  1884  he  has  de- 
voted much  time  and  attention  to  the  im- 
provement of  his  farm,  consisting  of  320 
acres.  He  has  now  a  good  modern  house, 
barn  and  all  other  necessary  buildings,  and 
is  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock  raising.  Mr.  Nicoll  has  always 
been  a  republican  and  is  closely  identified 
with  all  the  best  interests  of  the  county 
and  township  in  which  he  lives.  He  was 
twice  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the 
state  legislature,  being  a  member  of  the 
Twenty-second  and  Twenty-fifth  General 
Assemblies.     He  has  also  taken  a  deep 
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interest  in  educational  matters,  and  has 
served  continually  as  an  officer  of  the 
school  board  of  his  township  ever  since  he 
came  to  the  county.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  and  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

January  6,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Isabella  P.  Brown,  of  New  York.  They 
have  three  sons:  William  E.,  married  and 
living  on  the  home  farm;  Thomas  Edward 
and  George  David,  both  of  whom  are 
students  in  the  electrical  engineering  de- 
partment of  the  State  Agricultural  college 
at  Ames. 


ROBERTSON,  James  Carson,  M.  D. 
One  of  the  leading  physicians  and  member 
of  the  board  of  education  at  Council  Bluffs 
is  Dr.  J.  C.  Robertson,  who  well  deserves 
a  place  in  this  work  as  one  of  the  progres- 
sive men  of  the  state.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  Denny  and  Eliza  Carson  Robertson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  born  December  25,  1815,  and  the 
latter,  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
October  9,  1813.  The  sire  is  of  Scotch 
descent.  He  removed  to  Iowa  in  1842, 
and  in  1844  settled  on  a  farm  nine  miles 
westward  from  Washington,  Iowa,  where 
he  still  resides.  Eliza  Carson  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  in  1833,  and 
located  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where,  in 
1841,  she  married  the  father  of  this  subject. 
She  was  the  mother  of  seven  sons,  six  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood.  Three  sons  still 
survive,  but  the  good  mother  was  called  to 
her  reward  March  11,  1897. 

Dr.  Robertson  was  born  June  6,  1845,  in 
the  little  village  of  Dutch  Creek,  Wash- 
ington county,  Iowa.  His  initial  course  of 
educational  training  was  received  in  a  log 
schoolhouse  where  a  typical  old-time 
school-master  was  master  of  the  situation, 
if  not  of  the  studies  attempted  to  be  taught. 
He  entered  the  Iowa  State  university  in 
the  spring  of  1868,  taking  the  classical 
course,  and  in  1870  matriculated  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  same  institution, 
receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  the  end  of 
three  years. 

He  taught  school  during  the  time,  and 
in  that  way  earned  money  with  which  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  his  education.  In 
April,  1873,  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  his  old  home  in  Washington 
county,  where  he  built  up  a  large  and 
lucrative  business.  Although  receiving 
practically  the  whole  of  the  patronage  of 
that  section  he  found  that  the  field  was  a 
limited  one,  and  not  being  satisfied  to  be 


forever  a  "country  doctor'*  concluded  to 
seek  a  location  in  city  practice.  October  1, 
1877,  he  visited  Council  Bluffs,  and  became 
at  once  satisfied  that  the  place  offered  the 
field  he  desired,  so  made  arrangements 
immediately  to  remove  to  the  new  location. 
Events  have  proved  the  wisdom  of  the 
move,  for  he  has  not  only  a  paying  and 
constantly  growing  practice,  but  has  made 
a  neat  sum  in  real  estate  investments,  the 
last  of  which,  at  least,  would  have  been 
out  of  the  question  in  a  small  country  town 
offering  no  opportunities  whatever  for 
speculation. 


f 


He  spent  the  winter  of  1882-3,  in  Belle- 
vue  hospital,  N.  Y.,  receiving  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  November  14,  1883.  He  also  in  the 
same  institution  took  a  course  in  operative 
surgery  under  Prof.  Joseph  D.  Bryant,  and 
a  private  course  in  physical  diagnosis 
under  Prof.  Ed.  G.  Janeway.  He  has 
been  visiting  physician  to  the  W.  C.  A. 
hospital  and  St.  Bernard's,  being  at  this 
time  president  of  staff  of  the  last  named; 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
association,  Iowa  State  Medical  society, 
Missouri  Valley  Medical  society  and  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  Medical  society.  He  takes  a 
keen  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
education,  and  is  at  this  time  serving  as 
president  of  the  board  of  education  in 
Council  Bluffs.     He  is  a  member  of  the 
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Masonic,  Ancietit  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, Woodmen  of  the  World  and  St. 
Andrews  orders. 

The  doctor  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss 
Helen  S.  Houck,  of  Washington  county, 
Iowa.  They  have  two  sons:  Andrew  A., 
born  April  6,  1878,  and  Ralph  D.,  born 
March  19,  1885,  who  are  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  their  home  city.  The  doctor 
owns  a  modern  home  at  1006  Fifth  avenue, 
and  may  be  considered  one  of  the  fixtures 
of  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs. 


THOMPSON,  Judge  William  George, 
of  Marion,  Linn  county,  has  borne  a  con- 
spicious  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  state 


since  1853.  He  was  born  in  Center  town- 
ship, Butler  county,  Pa.,  January  17, 1830. 
His  father  was  William  H.  Thompson,  a 
farmer  in  comfortable  circumstances,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  73  years.  He  was  a 
quiet,  peaceable  man,  was  six  feet  five 
inches  in  height,  weighed  240  pounds  and 
had  no  surplus  flesh.  He  never  had  a  law- 
suit or  quarrel.  Mr.  Thompson's  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Jane  McCandless.  The 
grandparents  on  both  sides  were  Scotch 
and  Scotch-Irish,  and  emigrated  to  western 
Pennsylvania  in  1798.  Both  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son's parents  were  born  and  reared  in 
Center  township,   Butler  county.  Pa.,  and 


lived  and  died  there.  In  forty-five  years 
of  married  life  Mrs.  Thompson,  mother  of 
William  G.,  was  never  one  night  away 
from  home.  They  were  all  strict  Presby- 
terians. 

William  G.  received  his  early  education  in  a 
log  schoolhouse  two  and  a  quarter  miles  from  home, 
where  he  attended  every  winter  from  the  age  of  7 
to  17.    He  then  began  to  teach  school,  working  on 
the  farm  in  the  summer  time.    At  the  age  of  19  he 
entered  Weatherspoon  institute  as  a  student  for 
two  years,  continuing  to  work  on  the  farm  during 
harvest  time,  and  then  entered  the  law  office  of 
Wm.  Timblin,  in  Butler,  Pa.,  as  a  law  student, 
keeping  the  office  open  and  doing  chores  for  his 
board  in  the  family  of  his  employer.    In  two  years 
he  fitted  himself  for  admission  to  the  bar,  and  was 
given  a  certificate  after  thorough  examination  by 
a  committee,  of  which  Judge  Daniel  Agnew  was 
chairman,  October  15, 1853.    A  little  more  than  a 
month  later,  November  27,  young  Thompson  started 
for  Iowa,  not  knowing  where  he  would  locate.    In 
Davenport  he  heard  about  the  promising   little 
town  of  Marion  and  went  there  in  December  with- 
out money,  books  or  acquaintances,  but  with  good 
health  and  industry  and  ability.    He  decided  to 
stay,  and  has  never  changed  his  location.  His  first 
dollar  was  earned  in  about  two  weeks  after  locating 
by  attending  to  a  suit  before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  from  that  time  on  he  has  never  lacked  a  com- 
petence.   His  reputation  as  a  lawyer  extends  all 
over  the  state  and  he  has  won  considerable  renown 
as  a  criminal  lawyer,  having  defended  in  twelve 
murder  trials  and  lost  but  two  of  them.    He  was  in 
the   famous   Bever   contested    will   case.    Judg-e 
Thompson  has  been  a  leader  in  politics,  and  has 
always  been  a  republican.    He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  convention  at  Iowa  City  February  22,  1854, 
which  nominated  James  W.  Grimes  for  governor, 
and  founded  the  republican  party.    In  1854  he  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Ldnn  county,  the 
first  republican  ever  elected  in  the  county.     At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  senate  and  was  a  member  of  the 
last  seaate  held  in  Iowa  Citv  and  the  first  one  in 
Des  Moines.    He  was  presidential  elector-at-large 
in  1864,  and  with  C.  Ben  Darwin  as  the  other 
elector-at-large,  stumped  the  state  and  cast  the 
vote  of  the  state  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  whieh  he 
says  was  the  proudest  act  of  his  life.    He  was  then 
elected  district  attorney  for  the  district  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Linn,  Jones,  Cedar,  Johnson, 
Iowa,  Benton  and  Tama,  and  served  six  years,  de- 
clining another  term.     In  1870  he  was  appointed 
chief  justice  of  the  territory  of  Idaho  by  President 
Hayes,  but  declined  to  accept,  but  being  urged  to 
do  so  by  his  friends  and  members  of  congress  he 
accepted  long  enough  to  hold  the  term  of  court 
then   provided   for,  and  in  March,  1879,  havine 
completed  the  term,  resigned.    In  November,  1879, 
he  was  elected  to  congress  and  in  1881  was  re- 
elected.    In  1886  he  was  elected  to  the  lower  house 
of  the  legislature  and  served  two  years.    He  was 
one  of  the  committee  from  the  house  that  prosecuted 
John  L.  Brown,  auditor  of  state,  before  the  state 
senate,  sitting  as  a  court  of  impeachment.    In  3e^ 
tember,  1894,  Mr.  Thompson  was  appointed  judge 
of  the  Eighteenth  Judicial  district  by  Governor 
Jackson,  to  fill  the  vacancv  caused  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Judge  Preston,  and  was  immediately  nomi- 
nated  and  elected  to  that  office,  which  he  still 
holds,  and  is  now  re-nominated  for  second  term. 
Judge  Thompson  has  never  been  defeated  when  m 
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candidate  for  office.  His  conspicuous  ability  and 
vij^rous  character  and  innate  honesty  have  at- 
tracted people  to  him. 

In  1862  Mr.  Thompson  was  commissioned 
major  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa  Volunteer 
infantry,  and  was  in  command  of  the  regi- 
ment for  over  a  year.  He  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove, 
Ark.,  December  7,  1862.  He  was  at  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  and  then 
went  to  Texas  and  was  present  at  the  cap- 
ture of  Port  Aransas  Pass.  A  post  was 
established  there  and  Major  Thompson 
was  put  in  command  of  the  same,  and  so 
remained  until  1864,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  of  Marion,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  Judge 
Thompson  was  married  June  12,  1856,  to 
Harriet  J.  Parsons,  now  deceased.  They 
had  one  child,  John  M.  Thompson,  born 
May  24,  1875. 


HINCHMAN,  Joseph  V.,  the  leading 
banker  of  Glenwood,  Mills  county,  was 
born  May  13,  1831,  in  Rush  county,  Ind. 
He  comes  of  English  ancestry  on  his  fath- 
er's side  and  English  and  Irish  on  his 
mother's  side.  The  father  was  James 
Hinchman,  born  in  Monroe  county,  Va.,  in 
1800,  and  settled  in  Rush  county,  Ind.,  in 
1822,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in 
August,  1882.  He  was  a  farmer,  who  was 
successful  in  life,  and  with  his  wife  brought 
up  thirteen  children — ten  boys  and  three 
girls.  His  wife  was  Nancy  Nickel,  born  in 
1804  and  died  March  18, 1897,  aged  92  years 
and  6  months.  She  had  lived  and  kept 
house  on  the  same  farm  seventy-four  years. 
At  a  family  reunion,  held  at  the  old  family 
homestead,  September  4,  1880,  the  parents 
and  children  were  all  present,  the  children 
all  being  heads  of  families;  sixty -seven 
children  and  grandchildren  were  present, 
and  neighbors  and  friends  to  the  number  of 
400.  Joseph  V.  Hinchman  lived  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  21  years  old,  and  received 
a  common  school  education.  He  had  no 
professional  or  business  training  until  he 
went  into  business  for  himself.  Teaching 
school  at  $20  a  month,  and  boarding  him- 
self, was  his  first  employment  after  leaving 
the  farm.  He  came  to  Glenwood  October 
13,  1854,  and  opened  the  first  drug  store  in 
the  county,  a  business  which  he  carried  on 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  sold  out  in  1879. 
This  was  his  first  business  venture,  and  it 
was  started  at  a  time  when  $1.50  to  $2 
a  day  was  a  very  satisfactory  profit  for  the 


store.  In  1869  he  started  a  private  bank  in 
connection  with  the  store,  but  sold  it  out  in 
1871,  and  helped  organize  the  Mills  County 
National  bank,  of  which  he  was  that  year 
elected  president,  an  office  which  he  held 
for  ten  years.  In  1882  he  sold  his  interest 
in  the  National  bank  and  established  the 
Bank  of  J.  V.  Hinchman  in  Glenwood, 
of  which  he  is  still  the  proprietor.  Here  is 
a  case  where  success  has  been  achieved  by 
steady,  hard  work  and  economy,  and  with- 
out any  element  of  speculation.  He  started 
with  a  capital  of  $1,500,  a  portion  of  which 
was  used  in  entering  land  in  Polk  and 
Mills  counties,  tho  remainder  employed  in 


his  drug  store.  This  has  grown  until  now 
Mr.  Hinchman  is  rated  at  $300, 000  above  all 
debts.  He  never  mortgaged  a  piece  of 
property  in  his  life.  While  accumulating 
this  fortune  he  has  been  generous  and  has, 
within  the  past  six  years,  given  away  to 
various  churches  and  colleges  $30,000;  $25- 
000  to  Des  Moines  college — the  Baptist  in- 
stitution. Mr.  Hinchman 's  has  been  a 
purely  business  life.  He  has  devoted  him- 
self with  remarkable  singleness  of  purpose 
to  achieving  success  in  a  financial  way,  and 
by  honest  dealing,  promptness  in  meeting 
obligations,  economy  and  industry,  and  at- 
tention to  details,  small  as  well  as  large,  he 
has  achieved  great  success.  Like  many 
other  strong,  successful  men,  he  has  no  part- 
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ners  and  no  low-priced  clerks  or  employes. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  whig  party,  and  has 
always  been  a  republican.  As  his  generous 
gift  indicates,  he  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
church,  and  has  for  thirty-three  years.  Mr. 
Hinchman  was  married  to  Nancy  L.  Pish  in 
Moundsville,  Va.,  September  27,  1859. 
They  have  had  only  one  child,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  born  Novem- 
ber 13,  1833,  and  is  still  living. 


METZGER,  George,  postmaster  of 
Davenport,  is  one  of  the  best  known  re- 
publican politicians  in  the  state.     He  has 


been  a  familiar  figure  at  republican  state 
conventions  for  many  years,  and  in  Scott 
county  he  has  been  the  trusted  manager  of 
the  republican  campaigns  for  a  dozen 
years  or  so,  during  which  time  the  party 
has  made  steady  gains,  and  for  three  years 
has  carried  the  county.  Mr.  Metzger  was 
born  in  Germany,  April  19,  1845.  Five 
years  later  his  father,  Anthony  Metzger,  a 
German  revolutionist,  came  to  America  to 
secure  his  liberty.  He  was  one  of  the  rev- 
olutionists of  1848-49,  was  exiled  and  fled 
first  to  Switzerland,  and  from  there  to  the 
United  States,  in  1850.  He  was  a  well-to- 
do  piano  and  organ  manufacturer  in  Ger- 
many.    He  died  in  America  in  1869.     His 


wife  was  Elizabeth  Mary  Stichter,  and  her 
ancestors  were  soldiers  under  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  some  of  them  of  considerable 
prominence.  She  now  lives  with  her  son 
George,  in  Davenport.  The  Metsger 
family  were  all  piano  and  organ  manufac- 
turers for  many  years  in  Germany,  and  the 
present  Mr.  Metzger  has  inherited  their 
musical  talent.  George  Metzger  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
America,  but  never  attended  college.  He 
received  private  tuition  in  German  reading 
and  writing.  In  the  fall  of  1869  he  took 
Horace  Greeley 's  advice,  and  left  his  home 
in  New  York,  and  came  to  Scott  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  music  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  had  grown  up  from  child- 
hood. His  first  earnings,  however,  were 
as  a  private  at  $13  a  month  in  the  union 
army  from  1862  to  1865.  He  was  in  the 
employ  of  John  Hoyt,  in  his  music  house, 
from  1873  until  1894,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed custodian  of  public  buildings  and 
property,  by  Governor  Jackson,  and  two 
years  later  was  reappointed  by  Governor 
Drake.  His  term  expired  March  31,  1898, 
and  less  than  a  month  thereafter,  on  April 
28,  1898,  he  became  postmaster  of  Daven- 
port by  appointmentof  President  McKinley, 
and  now  holds  that  office. 

Mr.  Metzger  has  served  on  the  republi- 
can county  committee  in  Scott  county 
since  1873,  and  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee for  about  ten  years,  and  secre- 
tary most  of  the  remainder  of  the  time. 
He  was  reared  an  abolitionist,  and  soon 
became  an  intense  republican.  He  en- 
listed August  8,  1862,  in  Company  I, 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York 
Volunteer  regiment,  and  served  until  July 
7,  1865.  He  was  in  the  Second  Army 
corps,  commanded  by  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock, 
and  participated  in  most  of  the  battles 
with  that  corps,  in  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
head  at  Gettysburg,  and  again  at  Auburn 
Church,  Va.  He  was  first  a  private  and 
later  a  corporal.  He  is  a  member  and  past 
commander  of  August  Wentz  Post  No.  1 
G.  A.  B.,  department  of  Iowa,  and  is  now 
serving  on  the  staff  of  General  Gobin, 
national  commander  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  as  an 
aid-de-camp.  He  was  a  member  from  Iowa, 
serving  on  the  resolutions  committee 
at  the  national  encampment,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Cincinnati,  in  1898.  Mr.  Metzger  is  past 
chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  W^)dmen  of  the  World. 
While  he  believes  in  the  divinity  of  God, 
he  does  not  belong  to  any  church. 
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He  was  married  August  1, 1864,  to  Sarah 
E.  Coon!  They  have  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living,  namely:  George  L., 
bom  July  26,  1866;  Sarah  E.,  born  March 
20,  1869;  Robert  J,,  born  June  23,  1871; 
John  H.,  born  December  20,  1873;  and 
Mabel  M.,  born  March  22,  1882.  Mrs. 
Metzger  comes  of  an  old  Holland  Dutch 
family  that  settled  on  the  Hudson  river 
about  200  years  ago.  She  is  a  descendant 
of  Aneka  Jans.  Many  of  her  ancestors 
on  both  her  father's  and  mother's  side 
fought  under  Washington  in  the  revolu- 
tion, and  Paulding,  one  of  the  captors 
of  Major  Andre,  was  her  great  uncle. 
Three  of  her  brothers  fought  in  the  war  of 
the  rebellion,  belonging  to  the  Twelfth 
New  York  cavalry,  and  one  of  them  was 
starved  to  death  in  a  rebel  prison. 

George  Metzger  has  marched  in  parades 
and  taken  part  in  the  campaigns  for  every 
republican  ticket  from  Fremont  to  Mc- 
Kinley,  and  says  that  he  expects  to  do  so 
for  at  least  seven  or  eight  more  presidents. 
He  is  one  of  those  industrious  and  persist- 
ent men  who  work  for  their  party  the  year 
round,  and  never  get  tired  of  it.  He  has 
a  very  large  acquaintance  all  over  the 
state,  and  enjoys  the  personal  friendship 
of  hundreds  of  men  who  appreciate  his 
generous  qualities. 


COTTLE,  Cassius  Clay,  practicing 
physician  in  Marsballtown,  was  born  in 
Glasgow,  Iowa,  July  22,  1865,  and  is  the 
son  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Wallace  Cottle, 
of  Fairfield,  who  died  in  1880.  Dr.  W.  W. 
Cottle  was  born  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  in 
1817,  and  was  of  Euglish  ancestry.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  until 
about  1868,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in 
business  pursuits  and  was  highly  success- 
ful, chiefly  in  banking.  He  was  married 
in  February,  1861,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  En- 
dersby,  a  native  of  Illinois,  also  of  English 
descent.  He  was  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture in  1860-61,  and  was  an  influential  and 
useful  citizen. 

At  the  age  of  5  years  Cassius  C.  Cottle 
began  to  attend  school  and  ten  years  later 
was  ready  for  the  preparatory  course  of 
Parsons  college  in  Fairfield,  where  he 
entered  as  freshman  in  the  year  1882.  He 
remained  there  until  the  beginning  of  the 
senior  year,  when  he  went  to  the  Com- 
mercial college  in  Iowa  City  for  six  months. 
He  then  entered  Rush  Medical  college  in 
Chicago  in  the  winter  of  1885,  and  was 
graduated  in  February,  1889.     For  a  year 


he  was  supervisor  of  the  Cook  County  in- 
firmary. He  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Orio  Literary  society  of  Parsons  college. 
In  hie  boyhood  Dr.  Cottle  had  a  liking  for 
mechanics  and  was  fond  of  working  with 
tools.  During  vacations  he  worked  at  gun- 
smithing,  carpentering  and  at  one  time  was 
employed  on  the  survey  of  the  C,  K.  &  N. 
railroad  in  Kansas. 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  Chapter  No, 
5  of  the  Agassiz  society  of  natural  history 
and  has  been  a  member  ever  since.  He 
regards  its  influence  as  an  important  one 
in  directing  him  to  a  professional  career. 


Dr.  Cottle  located  in  Marshalltown  August 
3,  1889,  and  has  been  in  the  successful 
practice  of  his  profession  in  that  city  con- 
tinuously since  that  time.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Medical  society,  Iowa 
State  Medical  society,  the  Austin  Flint 
Medical  association  and  the  Central  Iowa 
Medical  association.  Of  the  latter  he  was 
secretary  three  years.  The  doctor  has 
also  been  interested  in  real  estate  in 
Marshalltown  and  assisted  in  laying  out 
an  addition  and  building  *  twenty-eight 
houses  thereon.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for 
the  republican  ticket  and  has  remained  a 
straight  republican  ever  since.  He  was 
married  February  19,  1891,  to  Hattie  May 
Church,  of  Marshalltown.     They  have  had 
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three  children,  Margaret  E.,  born  Novem- 
ber 22,  1892,  died  December  9,  1892;  Kath- 
arine E.,  bom  May  4,  1894,  and  William  W., 
born  January  23,  1898. 


KILBORN,  William  Franklin.  The 
history  of  the  Kilborn  family  gives  abun- 
dant proof  that  their  name,  in  its  varied 
orthography,  is  prominent  among  those 
whose  ancestry  can  be  traced  hundreds  of 
years.  This  name  has  long  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  history  of  England.  It  is 
mentioned  in  the  rolls  of  Scotland,  pre- 
served in  the  Tower  of  London  and  West- 
minster Abbey,  as  early  as    1336,  and  is 


also  mentioned  by  such  noted  English 
writers  as  Halsted  and  Brayley,  who  speak 
of  the  Kilborns  being  ** seated''  at  Kil- 
born, in  Yorkshire,  afterwards  settling  in 
Cambridgeshire  and  Essex.  **  Seated,  '*  as 
used  by  English  historians,  signifies  that 
the  family  heritage  was  located  at  the 
place  mentioned.  The  occasion  of  the 
grant  of  arms  to  the  Kilborn  family  is  un- 
known, but  history  states:  **  This  pedigree 
being  authentically  proved,  is  entered  in 
the  visitation  of  London,  A.  D.  1634. — Hon. 
St.  George  Richmond." 

The  family  motto  is,  '*Vincit  Veritas. '' 
From  Thomas  Kilbourn,  who  left  Cam- 
bridgeshire,   England,   in   1636  to    locate 


with  his  family  at  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
have  descended  all  Americans  bearing  this 
name.  The  Kilboums  are  well  represented 
in  Canada,  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  Ohio. 
Payne  Kenyon  Kilbourn,  of  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  is  among  the  prominent  members 
of  the  family.  He  is  author  of  the  "His- 
tory of  the  Kilbourn  Family,"  a  work 
dedicated  to  Hon.  Byron  Kilbourn,  presi- 
dent of  the  Kilbourn  Historical  and  Genea- 
logical society,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and 
for  whom  Kilbourn  City,  Wis.,  is  named. 
Captain  Whiting  Kilborn,  a  Canadian  set- 
tler, had  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Jared  and  David  were  noted 
pioneer  preachers  of  the  Methodist  church. 
David  Kilborn  married  Lavina  Bowers, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Bowers,  a  land  owner 
and  manufacturer  of  Berlin,  Ontario.  Their 
second  son,  William  Franklin,  was  born 
July  19,  1854,  at  Washington,  Ontario, 
where  his  parents  lived  until  he  was  two 
years  old,  when  they  moved  to  Plattsville, 
Ontario,  where  his  father  engaged  in  a 
successful  mercantile  and  manufacturing 
business.  David  Kilborn  moved  with  his 
family  in  1864  upon  a  farm  near  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  where  Frank's  time  was 
divided  between  school  and  farm  work.  In 
1873,  at  the  age  of  19,  Frank  Kilborn  came^ 
to  Cedar  Rapids  to  continue  his  education. ' 
Ho  secured  a  position  in  the  photograph 
gallery  of  his  uncle,  Wilber  F.  Kilborn, 
where  his  artistic  ability,  industry  and 
perseverance,  with  constant  study,  enabled 
him  to  become  most  proficient.  In  1878  he 
purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  firm  of  W. 
F.  Kilborn  &  Co. ,  and  became  sole  owner 
in  1886.  Kilborn  *s  gallery,  the  oldest  in 
Iowa,  has  been  constantly  improved  and 
enlarged  until  now  it  is  one  of  the  art  cen- 
ters of  the  west.  Through  constant  appli- 
cation and  study  under  competent  instruct- 
ors, Mr.  Kilborn  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  his  work.  His  practical  turn  of 
mind  led  him  to  study  chemistry,  and  his 
experiments  resulted  in  the  manufacture 
of  a  paper  for  photographers' use  which 
was  put  upon  the  market  in  1891  by  the 
Western  Collodion  Paper  company.  This 
K.  K.  paper  proved  very  satisfactory,  and 
in  1894  the  Eastman  Kodak  company,  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  negotiated  for  the  plant 
Messrs.  Kilborn  &  Co.  went  to  New  York 
to  establish  the  plant  at  Rochester,  where 
Mr.  Kilborn  had  charge  of  the  business 
for  one  year,  when  he  returned  to  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  then  added  a  photographic 
supply  department  to  his  business.  His 
chemical  experiments  during  the  last  two 
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years  have  resulted  in  the  manufacture  of 
other  satisfactory  papers.  The  products 
of  the  Kilborn  company  are  fast  becoming 
leading  brands.  Mr.  Kilborn's  great  suc- 
cess lies  in  his  continual  personal  super- 
vision of  every  branch  of  his  work.  He  is 
not  only  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his 
chosen  profession  but  is  also  a  man  of  in- 
fluence in  constantly  widening  circles.  Mr. 
Kilborn  was  married  at  Lancaster,  Ohio, 
September  4,  1884,  to  Miss  Mary  Carty, 
daughter  of  William  J.  and  Ellen  Carpenter 
Carty.  Mrs.  Kilborn  is  a  lady  of  culture 
and  refinement  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
church,  social  and  literary  life  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Kilborn  have  two 
children:  Mary  Ellen,  born  July  28,  1885, 
and  Paul  Franklin,  bom  June  17,  1897. 
Kilborn  Place,  with  its  spacious  lawn, 
winding  walks  and  drive  among  forest 
trees,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in 
Cedar  Rapids. 


MAMMEN,  G.  H.,  M.  D.  Engaged  in  a 
lucrative  medical  practice  at  Le  Mars  is 
Dr.  Mammen,  a  young  man  whose  early 
life  was  passed  on  the  farm.  His  father 
was  born  in  Germany,  in  1840,  of  plain, 
honest  and  poor  parents.  He  received  no 
school  advantages  worthy  of  mention,  and 
in  1865,  when  he  had  saved  enough  from 
his  wages  on  the  farm  to  procure  a  ticket, 
came  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New 
York  without  money  and  without  friends. 
After  a  discouraging  search  for  work,  his 
persistency  was  rewarded,  and  for  a  month 
he  worked  as  gardener,  then  came  west, 
locating  at  Sterling,  111. ,  where  he  found 
employment  on  a  farm.  Through  the 
practice  of  rigid  economy  he  was  enabled 
later  to  purchase  a  small  tract  of  land,  upon 
which  he  built  a  home.  He  was  married  in 
1869  to  Miss  Johanna  Margaretta  Gesiene 
Landheer,  a  young  lady  who  had  emi- 
grated from  Germany  the  year  before. 
She  died  June  10,  1881.  The  ancestors 
of  both  branches  of  the  family  were 
Germans  and  tradesmen. 

Dr.  Mammen  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Hopkins  township,  Whiteside  county,  111., 
March  14,  1872,  and  is  therefore  27  years 
of  age,  but  notwithstanding  his  youthful- 
ness  he  is  a  professional  man  of  reputation 
and  large  practice.  When  4  years  old  he 
entered  the  district  school,  and  at  12  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Le  Mars,  where 
the  process  of  education  was  materially 
retarded  by  the  labpr  that  was  required  on 
the  farm.     In   1886,  however,  he  had  the 


privilege  of  attending  the  German  Lutheran 
school,  and  so  well  was  the  opportunity 
improved  that  he  finished  the  following 
year.  Returning  to  farm  work  for  the 
purpose  of  earning  money  with  which  to 
continue  his  schooling,  he  was  soon  en- 
abled to  enter  the  Le  Mars  Normal  school 
and  business  college,  where  he  remained 
one  winter.  He  attended  that  institution 
as  regularly  as  his  means  would  permit 
until  1891,  when  he  graduated.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  in  1891  in 
the  office  of  Dr  Richey,  and  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  entered  the  Iowa  State  university, 
where  he  remained  one  term,  then  matricu- 
lated in  Rush  Medical  college  of  Chicago, 


from  which  he  graduated  May  23,  1894. 
He  at  once  returned  to  his  home  in  Le 
Mars  and  engaged  in  practice,  with  most 
gratifying  success  from  the  start,  and  is 
now  regarded  as  among  the  leading  prac- 
titioners of  that  city.  He  was  chosen 
county  physician  in  1894,  and  in  1895  was 
elected  coroner.  These  offices  were  given 
him  by  republican  votes,  he  being  an  earn- 
est supporter  of  that  political  faith.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Medical  associ- 
ation, the  Sioux  Valley  Medical  association 
and  the  Missouri  Valley  Medical  society, 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  is  medical  examiner  for 
the   Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  of 
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the  United  States,  American  Union  of  New 
York,  Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  of  New 
York,  Northwestern  Life  Assurance  com- 
pany of  Chicago,  Masons 'and  Odd  Fellows' 
Union  Aid  association  and  the  orders  of  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  I.  W.  of  A.  and  Sons 
of  Herman.  June  11,  1896,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma  Louise  Ahrensfeld,  of  Ghi 
cago,  111. 


LLOYD,  John  B.,  of  Lake  Mills,  is 
a  native  of  Ohio,  having  been  born  in 
Cincinnati  on  September  15,  1843.  He 
received    his    education    in    the    district. 


intermediate  and  high  schools  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  at  the  age  of  16  became 
an  apprentice  iti  the  trade  of  pattern  mak- 
ing. While  thus  employed  the  civil  war 
broke  out  and  he  promptly  enlisted  in 
Company  L,  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  cav- 
alry. He  participated  in  twenty-two  en- 
gagements, commencing  with  the  fight  at 
Perryville,  Ky.;  was  in  the  campaign  to 
Atlanta,  and  back  to  Nashville;  then  the 
siege  of  Nashville,  after  Hood  was  repulsed; 
then  Selma  and  Macon,  including  the  side 
expeditions,  and  throughout  all  of  the 
severe  fighting  done  by  that  division  of  the 
army  up  to  June,  1865,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged. He  returned  at  once  to  Cincin- 
nati to  finish  the  term  of  his  apprentice- 


ship, but  a  throat  trouble,  contracted  in 
the  army,  compelled  him  to  seek  different 
employment.  He  engaged  as  bookkeper 
for  a  large  commission  house,  but  at  the 
end  of  one  year  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  firm  of  E.  H.  Cowing  Company. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
tobacco,  then  accepted  the  position  of  clerk 
on  the  steamer  *'  Kobert  Mitchell, "  plying 
between  Cincinnati  and  New  Orleans. 
Tiring  of  that  kind  of  a  life  he  became 
bookkeeper  for  the  wholesale  candy  manu- 
facturing concern  of  E.  Myers  &  Company, 
of  Cincinnati.  He  remained  with  that 
company  five  years,  then  spent  a  year 
on  the  river;  then  conducted  a  co«d  busi- 
ness for  a  time,  and  finally  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  confectionery  company  with 
which  he  had  formerly  been  connected. 

Having  secured  a  large  tract  of  land 
in  Winnebago  and  Hancock  counties,  Iowa, 
Mr.  Lloyd  concluded  to  come  west  and  look 
after  his  new  purchase.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion at  first  to  open  up  a  stock  farm,  but 
the  firm  of  Pickering,  Hartley  &  Harwood, 
of  Lake  Mills,  tendered  him  a  position  in 
their  office,  which  was  accepted  and  held  for 
some  eight  years.  He  then  bought  out  the 
firm,  taking  in  with  him  as  a  partner  Mr. 
D.  N.  Hill,  and  the  business  was  carried  on 
by  these  gentlemen  until  1895,  when  Mr. 
Hill's  interest  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Lloyd. 
Later  Jacob  Larson  and  his  son,  John 
R.  Larson,  were  taken  into  the  firm,  and  it 
is  now  one  of  the  leading  banking,  real 
estate  and  loan  institutions  in  that  section 
of  the  state.  Mr.  Lloyd  is  a  nephew  of 
Thomas  Bebb,  governor  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  away  back  in  the  40 's.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  C.  Wade,  daughter  of 
Capt.  R.  M.  Wade,  who  was  commander  of 
the  gunboat  **Corondolet  '*  during  the  late 
war,  and  afterwards  had  charge  of  a  num- 
ber of  boats  on  the  lower  Mississippi. 
Captain  Wade  was  a  grandson  of  Chief 
Justice  Marshall,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Lloyd  is  a  man  of  wide  and  varied 
experiences.  He  has  seen  the  ins  and  outs 
of  life  as  few  men  are  privileged  to  see 
them,  and  the  bruises  against  the  roug'h 
edges  have  made  him  considerate,  generous 
and  knowing.  He  has  reared  a  family  of 
three  children,  two  girls  and  one  boy,  all 
married.  The  son,  Richard,  is  postmaster 
at  Lake  Mills. 

Mr.  Lloyd's  success  in  life  is  to  be 
largely  attributed  to  his  contact  with  and 
the  advance  of  Iowa  land,  and  it  should 
serve  as  a  valuable  suggestion  to  young 
men. 
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INGHAM,  Capt.  William  H.,  of  Al- 
gona,  one  of  the  best  known  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  northwestern  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
the  old  empire  state,  came  to  Iowa  nearly 
fifty  years  ago,  and  has  been  an  active 
force  in  the  development  of  the  state. 

His  father,  Harvey  iD^ham,  was  born  in  Her- 
kimer county,  N.  Y.,  in  1795,  and  was  a  schoolmate 
and  life-long^  friend  of  the  eminent  anti-slavery 
leader,  Gerrit  Smith.  He  learned  the  clothier's 
trade  when  a  boy,  and  after  attaining  manhood  he 
erected  a  woolen  mill  near  the  present  town  of 
Dodgeville.  He  acquired  other  mills  and  built  up 
an  extensive  business  on  East  Canada  creek,  which 
furnished  the  water  power,  and  the  place  was 
known  as  Ingham's  Mills.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church,  and  an  ardent  abolition- 
ist and  temperance  worker.  He  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  87  years,  having  spent  his  long  and 
useful  life  in  the  home  he  had  established  in  his 
early  manhood  at  Ingham's  Mills.  His  wife  was 
Sarah  Schuyler,  who  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  1799.  She  was  a  woman  of  most 
estimable  character,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother, 
noted  for  her  benevolence  and  life- long  helpfulness 
and  sympathy  for  the  poor  and  unfortunate.  She 
died  in  her  82d  year,  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  The  Inghams  were  large  and  muscular, 
and  a  long-lived  family;  five  brothers  of  Harvey's 
father  atuiined  ages  ranging  from  90  to  99. 

William  H.  Ingham  was  born  at  Ingham's  Mills, 
N.  Y.y  November  27, 1827.  The  district  school  fur- 
nished him  instruction  and  discipline  until  he  was 
10  years  old,  when  he  was  sent  to  a  private  school 
taught  by  Elder  Beach,  a  Baptist  minister  and 
graduate  of  Yale  university,  one  of  the  ablest  men 
of  his  denomination  in  that  day.  Here  the  youth 
were  immediately  drilled  in  Greek,  to  gratify  the 
teacher's  ambition  to  have  them  read  his  favorite 
book,  the  Greek  testament.  After  a  course  in 
Little  Falls  academy,  William  H.,  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  went  into  business,  working  in  his  father's 
saw  mill,  flouring  mill  and  woolen  mill  until  he  had 
acquired  a  good  degree  of  skill  in  each.  In  1846  he 
entered  into  partnei  ship  with  his  brother,  Warren 
R.,  for  the  manufacture  of  lime,  lumber  and 
wooden  ware,  and  they  afterward  purchased  an  oil 
mill.  In  1849  William  H.,  sold  his  interest  and  the 
following  spring  came  to  Washington  county,  Lowa, 
on  a  visit  to  his  father's  uncle,  John  Ingham,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  southeastern  Iowa.  On  this 
trip  he  passed  through  Cedar  Rapids,  and  wae  so 
much  pleased  with  the  enterprising  new  town  that 
in  1851  he  went  there  to  live.  Beginning  with  an 
engagement  to  survey  and  locate  lands  for  the 
banking  house  of  Greene  &  Weare,  he  was  soon 
engaged  in  a  general  land  business, of  his  own.  In 
November,  1854,  he  U>ok  a  trip  into  Kossuth 
county,  and  foreseeing  the  coming  development 
and  prosperity  of  that  beautiful,  wild,  but:  fertile 
country,  he  decided  to  make  it  his  home.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1855,  he  settled  on  a  claim  and  soon  after 
removed  to  a  new  home  on  section  24,  township  96, 
range  29,  in  Kossuth  county,  not  far  from  Algonaf. 
In  1865  he  moved  into  the  new  town  of  Algona, 
where  he  engaged  in  a  general  land  business  and 
surveying.  As  the  town  grew  and  the  demand  was 
felt,  he  added  the  selling  of  exchange  and  opened 
the  first  eastern  account  from  the  county,  with  the 
since  famous  New  York  banker,  Austin  Corbin,  in 
January,  1867,  and  drew  the  first  draft  for  $100,  in 
favor  of  James  L.  Paine.  In  Januarv,  1870,  Cap- 
tain Ingham  associated  himself  with   Lewis    H. 


Smith  in  a  general  banking  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Ingham  &.  Smith,  and  in  May,  1873, 
organized  the  Iu)ssuth  County  bank,  which  they 
still  maintain  in  a  prosperous  condition,  under  the 
name  of  the  Kossuth  County  State  bank,  being  the 
first  one  in  the  county. 

Soon  after  the  massacre  of  the  settlers  around 
Okoboji  and  Spirit  lakes,  in  the  spring  of  1857,  by 
the  Sioux  Indians,  under  the  leadership  of  Ink- 
padutah,  Mr.  Ingham  joined  a  company  which  was 
organized  by  the  settlers  in  his  vicinitv  and 
marched  to  Tuttle's  lake  to  protect  the  settlers  on 
the  frontier  and  quiet  their  fears  of  Indian  raids. 
They  found  and  drove  off  some  Sioux  Indians  who 
had  sheltered  Umpashotah.  and  allayed  the  alarm 
of  the  people  in  that  section.  In  1862,  after  the 
terrible  massacre  of  the  settlers  in  southern  Min- 
nesota and  the  destruction  of  New  Ulm,  by  the 
Sioux  Indians,  Mr.  Ingham  and  W.  B.  Carey  went 
to  the  ruins  of  the  town  in  order  to  learn  the  ex- 
tent of  the  outbreak.    Upon  his  return  a  military 


company  was  organized  by  authority  of  Governor 
Kirkwood,  for  frontier  protection,  and  Mr.  Ingham 
was  commissioned  captain.  Ed.  McKnight,  of 
Humboldt  county,  was  first  lieutenant,  and  Jesse 
Coverdale  was  second  lieutenant.  Other  compan- 
ies were  raised,  and  all  were  United  in  the  North- 
ern Border  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Sawyer.  After  protecting  the  frontier  until  the 
summer  of  1863,  it  was  relieved  from  duty  by  a 
company  under  command  of  Captain  Ingham. 
.This  volunteer  organization  of  courageous  pioneers 
guarded  the  settlements  until  December  29,  1863, 
when  it  was  relieved  by  a  troop  of  cavalry  from 
General  Sully's  army  and  mustered  out  by  Lieut. 
L.  H.  Smith,  quartermaster  of  the  Border  brigade. 
Captain  Ingham  has  always  been  a  republican, 
but  has  never  held  an  office  to  which  a  salary  was 
attached,  except  that  he  was  postmaster  of  Kossuth 
Center  for  a  few  years,  in  an  early  day.     He  does 
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not  belong  to  any  church,  though  he  has  contrib- 
uted lu  deveral;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1857,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Caroline  A.  Rice,  daughter 
of  Thomas  A.  Rice,  of  Fairfield,  N.  Y. 
They  have  had  eight  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living.  They  are:  Harvey, 
bom  in  1858,  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Hep- 
burn, in  1894,  and  lives  in  Algona,  where 
he  is  editor  of  the  Upper  Des  Moines^  one  of 
the  best  known  weekly  papers  in  Iowa, 
and  postmaster;  Anna  C,  born  in  1860, 
died  in  1895;  Mary  H.,  born  in  1862,  mar- 
ried in  1887,  to  Clarence  M.  Doxsee,  and 
lives  in  Algona;  Helen  V.,  born  in  1864, 
married  to  Charles  W.  Russell,  in  1890, 
and  lives  in  Omaha,  Neb.;  Charles  S., 
born  In  1866,  and  died  in  1867;  George  W., 
born  in  1868,  and  is  now  a  practicing 
physician  in  Olympia,  Wash.,  was  married 
April  17,  1895,  to  Miss  Emma  Reed;  Cor- 
nelia, born  in  1870,  was  married  November 
25,  1897,  to  William  J.  McChesney,  and 
lives  in  Iowa  City;  and  Thomas  Frederick, 
born  in  1872,  a  graduate  of  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  and 
now  a  practicing  attorney  at  Spencer, 
Iowa. 

Captain  Ingham  is  now  living  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  the  results  of  a  busy 
and  fruitful  life,  with  his  children  well 
settled,  good  health  as  his  portion  and  his 
affairs  so  arranged  that  he  can  and  does 
enjoy  life.  He  is  one  of  the  most  devoted 
disciples  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  one  of  the 
most  skillful.  Ho  knows  the  inhabitants 
of  American  waters,  both  salt  and  fresh, 
and  how  to  lure  them  from  their  hiding 
places.  He  has  caught  everything  from 
tarpon  to  trout 


HUKILL,  Anson  Theodore,  the  ef- 
ficient superintendent  of  the  schools  at 
West  Waterloo,  is  descended  from  an  old 
Virginia    family.      His    ancestors    were 

gioneers,  both  in  Virginia  and  later  in 
>hio.  He  was  born  in  Belmont  county, 
Ohio,  October  4,  1858,  but  came  with  his 
parents  to  Iowa  county,  when  only  3  years 
old,  so  that  in  training  and  education  he  is 
practically  a  native  of  Iowa.  His  father, 
Joseph  C.  Hukill,  is  a  retired  farmer  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  now  living  at 
Mt.  Pleasant  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of  an 
industrious  and  economical  life.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Mary  J.  Hall. 
In  the  country  schools  of  Iowa  county,  An- 
son gained  the  rudiments  of  an  education 


and  at  the  same  time  a  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence and  self-reliance  that  have  been 
of  great  assistance  to  him  in  the  battle  of 
life.  At  the  age  of  18  he  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Keota,  Keokuk  county, 
for  a  time  and  prepared  himself  for  teach- 
ing country  schools,  in  which  he  taught 
during  the  winter  season.  In  the  summer 
he  worked  on  the  farm.  He  was  studious, 
had  a  natural  aptitude  for  such  work,  and 
was  so  successful  as  a  teacher  that  he 
could  about  take  his  choice  of  the  schools 
of  his  county.  He  early  determined  to 
make  teaching  his  profession  and  made 
plans  to  fit  himself  for  that  work,  saving 


all  his  money  and  employing  all  his  spare 
time  in  reading  and  studying.  In  the  fall 
of  1882  Mr.  Hukill  entered  the  Iowa  City 
academy  and  spent  one  year  there  in  prep- 
aration for  college.  He  entered  the  State 
university  at  Iowa  City  in  September,  1883, 
and  graduated  with  honors  from  that  insti- 
tution in  June,  1887,  with  the  degree  of 
bachelor  of  philosophy.  Three  years  later 
he  received  the  master's  degree  from  the 
same  institution.  During  his  course  at  the 
university  he  paid  his  way  acting  as  teacher 
in  the  academy  from  which  he  formerly 
graduated.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Zetagathean  Literary  society  and  was 
honored  by  being  chosen  at  different  times 
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to  fill  every  office  in  the  society.  His  col- 
lege course  was  finished  without  financial 
assistance  from  any  source. 

After  graduating  he  became  superin- 
tendent of  the  West  Branch  schools,  and 
retained  that  position  for  five  years,  giv- 
ing the  best  of  satisfaction  in  that  capacity 
and  making  a  great  success  of  his  work. 
Removing  then  to  Williamsburg  he  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  superintendent  of 
schools  of  that  place,  which  position  he 
held  for  seven  years.  He  now  occupies 
the  more  important  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  schools  of  West  Waterloo. 
He  holds  the  highest  professional  certificate 
issued,  a  state  diploma,  and  his  work  at 
that  point  has  been  eminently  successful. 

In  political  matters  Professor  Hukill 
has  been  a  republican,  but  although  many 
times  solicited  to  do  so,  has  never  allowed 
his  name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  for  any 
office.  He  is  a  prominent  Mason,  having 
attained  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  P.  He  was  married 
July  28,  1887,  to  Josie  Van  Meter,  of  Iowa 
City.  They  have  one  son,  Olin  V.,  born 
August  30,  1890.  They  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


SCHROEDER,  Frank  Nicholas,  presi- 
dent of  the  Schroeder-Kleine  Grocery  com- 
pany, of  Dubuque,  is  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  the  Key  city.  He  came  with  his 
parents  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  to  New  Orleans 
and  from  New  Orleans  to  Dubuque  on  a 
steamboat,  landing  in  that  city  May  17, 
1855.  He  was  born  in  Deikirch  in  the 
grand  duchy  of  Luxembourg,  Germany, 
July  16,  1849.  His  father  was  Nicholas 
Schroeder,  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  his 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Josephine 
Grasser.  Her  father,  Nicholas  Grasser, 
was  a  captain  in  the  French  army  and  was 
with  Napoleon's  army  in  Russia  when  the 
Russians  burned  the  city  of  Moscow  and 
left  Napoleon's  army  to  starve.  He  was 
one  of  seven  survivors  who  succeeded  in 
returning  to  Prance.  The  rest  of  the  com- 
pany were  killed  in  battle,  or  perished 
with  hunger  and  cold.  The  Schroeder 
family  early  emigrated  to  America  to  seek 
a  wider  field  and  better  opportunities  in 
life.  The  son,  of  whom  we  speak,'  earned 
his  first  money  in  his  new  home  carrying 
papers.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a 
porter  in  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of 
W.  H.  Rumpf,  in  Dubuque,  January  19, 
1865.  He  was  steadily  advanced;  became 
shipping  clerk  and  later  house  salesman, 


and  continued  with  Mr.  Rumpf  until  August 
1,  1882.  During  that  month  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  J.  H.  Kleine,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Schroeder  &  Kleine,  whole- 
sale grocers.  This  firm  carried  on  a  pros- 
perous business  until  November  1,  1892, 
when,  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Kleine,  Mr.  Fred 
Rumpf  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Farring,  he  incor- 
porated the  Schroeder-Kleine  Grocery 
company,  of  which  Mr.  Schroeder  is  presi- 
dent. He  has  always  been  a  member  of 
the  democratic  party,  and  in  1897  was 
chairman  of  the  Dubuque  county  committee. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  democratic  national 
convention  in    1884,    and    is  now  county 


treasurer  of  Dubuque  county,  elected  in 
1895  and  re-elected  without  opposition  in 
1897.  He  belongs  to  the  Pius  St.  Alphon- 
sus  Benevolent  society,  R.  C.  M.  P.  of  the 
state  of  Iowa,  Dubuque  Germania  society, 
Dubuque  Luxembourger  society,  Dubuque 
Business  and  Traveling  Men's  association, 
and  the  Catholic  church.  He  was  married 
November  7,  1871,  to  Katherine  Beck. 
They  have  seven  children:  William,  born 
May  20,  1874;  George  W.,  born  June  10, 
1876;  Anna,  born  January  17,  1878;  John 
P.,  bom  May  12,  1881;  Mary,  born  Novem- 
ber 28,  1882:  Kate,  born  May  27,  1885;  and 
Josephine,  born  August  17,  1891. 
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CLARK,  Charles  Clapp,  the  well 
known  lawyer  of  Burlington,  and  county 
attorney,  is  a  son  of  J.  Warren  and  Sophia  M. 
Clapp  Clark.  He  was  born  July- 10,  1859,  in 
Huntsburg,  Geauga  county,  Ohio.  The 
original  American  ancestor  on  the  Clark 
side  was  William  Clark,  who  came  to  Mas- 
sachusetts about  1630.  Roger  Clapp,  the 
founder  of  the  mother's  family  in  this 
country,  settled  in  Massachusetts  about 
the  same  time,  Mr.  Clark's  father  served 
in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  as  a  union  sol- 
dier and  died  from  the  effects  of  that  serv- 
ice, in  August,  1867.  His  wife  died  in  No- 
vember, 1884.    The  parents  had  removed  to 


Iowa  City,  Iowa,  about  1856,  and  here,  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  the  State  university, 
Charles  C.  received  his  education.  He  took 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  June,  1881,  and  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  was  conferred  upon  him  in 
June,  1884  After  graduation  in  1881,  he 
took  the  position  of  principal  of  the  Fair- 
field, Iowa,  high  school,  where  he  taught 
two  years,  and  became  teacher  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  high  school  in  Burlington. 
He  resigned  that  position  and  entered  the 
State  University  Law  school  in  1885,  enter- 
ing in  the  senior  year,  having  studied  dur- 
ing the  previous  year  and  summer  to  make 
up  the  junior  year  work,  which  he  suc- 
ceeded in  doing,  as  he  passed  a  creditable 
examination.     He  graduated  in  June,  1886, 


and  in  August  returned  to  Burlington  and 
entered  into  a  very  desirable  law  partner- 
ship with  John  J.  Seerley,  since  elected  to 
congress  and  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  and  the  practice  and  partnership 
have  continued  ever  since.  Unlike  his 
partner,  Mr.  Clark  is  a  republican,  and 
when  Des  Moines  county  became  republi- 
can in  1896,  his  party  services  and  profes- 
sional ability  were  recognized  by  an  elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  county  attorney.  This 
was  repeated  in  the  fall  of  1898.  He  served 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board  from  1891 
to  1897.  Mr.  Clark  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  was  junior  grand  warden  of 
the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa,  in  1896-97.  He 
was  married  September  5,  1885,  to  Ella 
Lamson,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa.  They  have 
one  child,  Margaret  M. 


WHIPPLE,  William  Perry,  lawyer, 
orator  and  scholar, member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Gilchrist,  Whipple  &  Montgomery,  of  Vin- 
ton, was  born  in  that  town  December  26, 
1856.  His  parents  settled  in  Benton  county 
in  the  year  1854,  purchasing  their  land  of 
the  United  States  government  at  $1.25  an 
acre.  The  father,  Cyrenius  T.  Whipple, 
is  now  an  extensive  land  owner  there  and 
one  of  the  largest  cattle  raisers  in  eastern 
Iowa.  His  mother,  Nancy  Cline  Whipple, 
is  a  native  of  Indiana.  Both  parents  are 
living. 

William  P.  Whipple  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  near  Vinton  during  his  boy- 
hood days  and  entered  the  State  university 
in  1873,  graduating  from  the  collegiate  de- 
partment in  June,  1877,  and  from  the  law 
department  in  1878.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Zethagathian  society,  and  was  its  repre- 
sentative at  the  commencement  exercises 
in  1876.  He  was  one  of  the  five  selected 
by  the  faculty  to  compete  in  the  junior 
oratorical  contest,  securing  third  place. 
He  was  awarded  first  prize  in  June,  1878, 
for  the  best  essay  on  the  subject:  **  Should 
the  Grand  Jury  be  Abolished?  "  He  began 
the  practice  of  law  in  Vinton,  August  14, 
1878,  and  the  following  year  was  elected 
city  attorney  and  held  the  office  four  con- 
secutive terms.  After  several  years  of 
practice  he  became  associated  with  Judge 
George  M.  Gilchrist.  The  firm  of  Gil- 
christ &  Whipple  soon  became  one  of  the 
strongest  law  firms  in  that  part  of  the  state. 
Mr.  Whipple's  law  firm  is  now  Gilchrist, 
Whipple  &  Montgomery,  composed  of  Judge 
Geo.  M.  Gilchrist,  W.  P.  Whipple  and  S. 
B.    Montgomery.     They    have    a    branch 
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office  in  Belle  Plaine  and  enjoy  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice.  Mr.  Whipple  was  at 
different  times  associated  as  partner  with 
Cato  Sells  and  Morris  Zollinger.  Mr. 
Whipple  is  president  and  attorney  for  the 
Iowa  Paint  company,  and  represents  R.  G. 
Dun  &  Co.  and  other  leading  commercial 


education,  a  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
fraternity. 


agencies.  The  firm  is  attorney  for  num- 
erous large  corporations.  Mr.  Whipple's 
financial  and  professional  success  is  a 
demonstration  of  what  energy  and  ability 
can  accomplish  of  their  own  force,  as  he 
has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune. 
Mr.  Whipple  was  married  September  7, 
1881,  to  Miss  Catherine  D.  Joyce,  who  was 
at  that  time  assistant  principal  of  the  Vin- 
ton high  school.  She  died  April  14,  1886, 
leaving  two  sons:  Cyrenius  and  Milo.  Mr. 
Whipple  was  again  married  October  18, 
1887,  to  Miss  Jennie  Keith,  a  teacher  in 
the  primary  department  of  the  Vinton 
schools.  His  son,  Cyrenius,  was  drowned 
in  the  Cedar  river  below  Vinton  in  June, 
1897,  and  his  untimely  death  called  forth 
universal  mourning  in  the  town  where  he 
was  so  well  liked.  The  local  papers  at 
the  time  were  filled  with  tributes  to  his 
memory.  Mr.  Whipple  has  always  been  a 
republican.  Though  he  has  not  been  a 
candidate  for  office  he  has,  nevertheless, 
contributed  his  full  share  to  the  success  of 
his  party.     He  is  president  of  the  board  of 


ITEN,  Louis,  of  Clinton,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Unterageri,  Switzerland,  Canton 
Zug.,  in  1838.  His  father,  John  Joseph 
Iten,  was  born  in  1806  in  Unterageri, 
Switzerland,  and  was  owner  of  a  brick- 
yard in  that  city.  He  was  also  first  lieu- 
tenant and  bodyguard  of  Louis  Philippe  of 
France,  in  1830.  In  1850  Louis  came  with 
his  father  to  America  and  settled  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  city  of  his  birth,  and  later 
finished  in  America,  at  Geneseo,  111. 

In  1837  he  removed  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
where  he  went  into  the  vinegar  business 
with  his  uncle,  Antonio  Iten.  In  1853  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  William  Smith 
and  continued  in  business  with  him  until 
1867.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  bakery  and  cracker  business.  In 
1893  he  went  to  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  erected 
a  cracker  factory,   conducted  under  the 


firm  name  of  L.  Iten  &  Sons.  During  the 
civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  Union 
League  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  of  Rock  Island,  111.  In  1861  he 
married  Theresa  Zeiglar,  of  Bock  Island. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  seven  chil- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


414 


PROGRESSIVE   MEN   OF  IOWA. 


dren,  six  of  whom  are  living:  John  J., 
born  in  1862;  Anna  M.,  born  in  1864;  Louis 
C.  born  in  1865;  Lizzie  G.,  born  in  1867; 
Willie  F.,  born  in  1869,  deceased;  Prank  J., 
born  in  1873;  Sadie  M.,  born  in  1876. 


CHESHIRE,  Thomas  Abbott,  senator 
from  Polk  county,  and  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines,  is  the 
son  of  John  Wesley  Cheshire,  of  Poweshiek 
county,  who  died  September  5,  1877.  His 
mother  was  Grace  M.  Vestal,  a  daughter  of 
a  clergyman  and  southern  whig,  very 
much  opposed  to  slavery,  who  emigrated 


to  Iowa  in  1851.  Mr.  Cheshire  and  Miss 
Vestal  were  married  May  15,  1851.  He 
was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  lived 
there  from  1833  until  1853,  when  he  came 
to  Iowa.  His  family  had  always  been 
slaveholders.  He  returned  south  in  1854, 
but  seeing  that  the  slavery  question  was 
bound  to  provoke  a  war,  he  returned  to  Iowa 
in  1858,  and  when  the  war  broke  out  he 
volunteered  in  Company  B,  Fortieth  Iowa 
infantry,  and  went  back  to  the  south  to 
fight  the  battles  of  his  country,  against 
his  place  of  birth  and  many  of  his  kins- 
men. He  was  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Montezuma  Republican. 

Thomas  A.  Cheshire  was  born  April  2, 
1854,  in  a  log  cabin  erected  by  his  father 


upon  a  quarter  section  of  land  that  he 
entered  in  1853,  in  Poweshiek  county.  His 
first  schooling  was  obtained  in  a  log  school- 
house,  about  eight  miles  south  of  Grinnell, 
which  was  of  the  primitive  kind,  both  as 
to  furniture  and  books  used. 

The  family  removed  to  Montezuma  in 
1864,  the  father  having  been  discharged 
from  service  because  of  disability.  Thomas 
attended  Iowa  college  in  Grinnell  and  the 
university  in  Iowa  City,  but  his  health  did 
not  permit  him  to  finish  the  course  and  be 
entered  his  father's  printing  office  to  learn 
the  trade,  helping  his  father  in  the  editorial 
work  at  the  same  time.  In  early  child- 
hood he  had  determined  to  be  a  lawyer,  so 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  1874,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1876,  and  at  once  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Montezuma.  His  father's 
death  the  next  year  made  it  necessary  for 
himself  and  brother  to  take  charge  of  the 
paper.  They  bought  it  from  the  estate  and 
conducted  it  until  1880,  when  Thomas  A. 
went  into  partnership  with  Charles  R. 
Clark,  for  the  practice  of  law.  The  next 
year  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  paper  to 
George  R.  Lee,  of  Oskaloosa.  He  con- 
tinued in  his  practice  until  the  fall  of  1886. 
He  was  nominated  for  county  attorney  that 
year,  but  having  come  to  Des  Moines  to 
prepare  an  argument  for  the  supreme 
court,  he  became  so  much  impressed  with 
the  {id vantages  of  being  in  Des  Moines 
that  he  declined  the  nomination  for  county 
attorney,  and  immediately  after  election 
located  in  Des  Moines,  entering  into  part- 
nership with  Capt.  J.  W.  Carr.  The  latter 
went  to  Kansas  about  six  months  later  and 
Mr.  Cheshire  practiced  alone.  Pour  years 
later  he  went  into  partnership  with  Cole 
&  McVey.  In  Juno,  1893,  Judge  Cole 
retired  and  the  firm  became  McVey  & 
Cheshire,  until  June,  1896,  when  it  was 
dissolved.  Mr.  Cheshire  has  practiced 
alone  since  that  time  and  has  been  highly 
successful,  especially  as  an  insurance  law- 
yer, and  in  personal  injury  cases  against 
manufacturing  and  railroad  corporations, 
and  general  civil  practice. 

For  four  years,  from  1890  until  January 
1,  1895,  Mr.  Cheshire  was  assistant  attor- 
ney-general, under  John  Y.  Stone,  and 
argued  practically  all  the  criminal  cases 
appealed  to  the  supreme  court,  besides 
preparing  many  opinions  for  the  attorney- 
general.  In  the  summer  of  1893  he  was 
nominated  by  acclamation  for  senator  from 
Polk  county,  and  was  elected  by  3,100 
plurality.     He  was  reelected  four  years 
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later,  without  opposition  in  his  own  party 
and  by  a  larger  majority.  During  his  first 
session  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  labor,  and  was  member  of  committees 
on  judiciary,  cities  and  towns,  printing, 
judicial  districts  and  agriculture,  and  took 
a  prominent  part  in  changing  the  laws  pro- 
viding a  salary  for  constables  and  justices 
of  the  peace,  instead  of  fees.  The  next 
session  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  cities  and  towns,  and  was  second  on 
the  committee  on  judiciary,  and  served  on 
other  important  committees.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  codification  of  the  laws, 
and  the  making  of  the  code  of  1897,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  cities  and 
towns;  gave  special  attention  to  the  laws 
in  regard  to  cities  and  towns,  the  most  in- 
tricate part  of  the  codification.  He  offered 
an  amendment  to  the  revenue  bill,  provid- 
ing for  the  taxation  of  telegraph,  telephone, 
express  and  sleeping  car  companies,  which 
became  known  as  the  Cheshire  amendment 
and  attracted  wide  attention.  It  is  simi- 
lar to  the  laws  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky, and  provides  for  the  valuation  of 
these  properties  by  taking  the  market 
value  of  stock,  the  bonded  indebtedness 
being  deducted,  and  also  the  personal  prop- 
erty and  real  estate  taxed  locally,  and 
dividing  the  amount  thus  obtained  by  the 
number  of  miles  regularly  operated  or  run 
by  the  company,  and  fixing  this  as  the  value 
of  the  property  per  mile,  to  be  assessed  as 
other  property.  This  would  have  resulted 
in  largely  increasing  the  taxes  of  these 
corporations.  The  senate  failed  to  agree 
on  the  amendment,  but  it  was  adopted  by 
the  house,  and  the  conference  committee 
rei)orted  a  compromise  measure  which 
embodied  some  of  the  features  of  the 
amendment,  and  this  brought  largely  in- 
creased revenues  to  the  state  from  these 
corporations.  Senator  Cheshire  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  judiciary  in  the 
senate  in  1898,  and  was  a  member  of  other 
important  committees.  He  again  offered 
his  revenue  measure,  but  it  was  swallowed 
up  in  other  business, — particularly  the 
board  of  control  bill.  A  substitute  bill  to 
tax  the  cars  of  fast  freight  lin^s,  oil  com- 
panies, coal  and  refrigerator  cars,  etc., 
was  reported  by  the  ways  and  means  com- 
mittee and  passed  the  senate,  but  it  was 
defeated  in  the  house  by  the  sifting  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Cheshire  was  married  September 
18,  1879,  to  Virginia  B.  McClellan.  One 
daughter,  Virginia,  was  born  to  them  July 
26,   1880.     Mrs.  Cheshire  died  August  3, 


1880.  Mr.  Cheshire  was  married  a  second 
time,  December  3, 1884,  to  Harriet  L.  Hills. 
They  have  two  children,  Henry  Hale,  born 
January  1,  1890;  and  Everett  Emmett, 
born  June  23,  1893. 

In  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  legislator. 
Senator  Cheshire  has  maintained  a  high 
degree  of  honor,  and  it  has  never  been 
said  that  there  was  anything  questionable 
in  his  motives.  He  has  kept  himself  free 
from  all  influences  that  would  interfere 
wrth  the  untrammeled  exercise  of  his 
judgment  and  has  fearlessly  and  ably  stood 
up  for  his  convictions. 


BANDY,  Dr.  Robert  S.,  of  Tipton,  is 
a  progressive  dentist,  a  native  Hawkeye, 


aud  has  enjoyed  the  best  educational  ad- 
vantages the  state  affords.  He  was  born 
in  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  November 
26,  1863.  His  father,  John  Bandy,  was 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  state. 
He  came  to  the  territory  of  Iowa  with  his 
parents  in  the  spring  of  1837,  at  the  age  of 
10  years.  He  settled  in  Des  Moines  county 
and  part  of  the  old  home  there  still  remains 
in  the  family  name.  John  Bandy  was  one 
of  the  famous  California  Porty-niners.  He 
crossed  the  plains  in  company  with  other 
daring  and  ambitious  men  in  1849  and  re- 
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mained  in  California  until  1857,  returning 
by  way  of  Panama  and  New  York.  He 
was  married  in  1860  to  Miss  Guelmia 
Stathemn,  whose  family  came  to  Iowa 
from  Ohio  at  an  early  day.  They  lived  in 
Des  Moines  county  until  1865,  when  they 
removed  to  Minnesota  and  lived  there  un- 
til 1884,  when  they  returned  to  Iowa.  Mr. 
Bandy  served  during  the  war  in  the  Sec- 
ond Iowa  cavalry,  commanded  by  Col.  Wm. 
P.  Hepburn. 

Robert  S.  Bandy,  having  been  prepared 
to  enter  college,  attended  at  Parsons  col- 
lege in  Fairfield  until  1888,  when  he  entered 
the  dental  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  with  the  class  of  1891.  He 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Fairfield,  but  soon  after  went  to  Daven- 
-poTt  to  become  associated  with  Dr  W.  O. 
Kulp,  then  the  leading  practitioner  and 
educator  in  the  state.  In  1893  he  located 
in  Tipton,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  successful  practice  of  dentistry. 
Being  a  studious  and  progressive  profes- 
sional man,  he  belongs  to  the  Iowa  State 
Dental  association  and  the  Eastern  Iowa 
Dental  society. 

Dr.  Bandy  was  married  in  1893  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Thomas,  of  Iowa  City.  They 
have  one  child,  Geneva  Kathryn,  born 
June  16,  1896. 


CLARK,  Benjamin  Buckingham, presi- 
dent of  the  Red  Oak  National  bank,  was 
bom  in  Williston,  Vt.,  July  7,  1848.  His 
parents,  Philo  Clark,  of  Williston,  and 
Martha  A.  Buckingham,  of  New  Mil  ford. 
Conn.,  were  both  of  old  New  England 
families.  Among  their  ancestors  were 
soldiers  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars 
and  the  American  revolution,  as  well  as 
men  distinguished  in  colonial  history, 
among  others,  Thomas  Buckingham,  one 
of  the  founders  of  Yale  college.  Philo 
Clark  was  a  director,  from  the  time  of 
its  organization  until  his  death,  in  the 
Merchants  Bank  of  Burlington— one  of  the 
oldest  banks  in  Vermont.  He  was  also  in- 
terested in  western  lands,  and  in  1855  en- 
tered large  tracts  of  government  lands  in 
southwestern  Iowa,  the  most  of  which  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 

Benj.  B.  Clark  received  his  education  at 
Williston  academy,  which  was  at  one  time 
under  theprincipalshipof  Rev.  Mr.  Arthur, 
whose  son,  Chester  A.  Arthur,  was  once 
a  student  there. 


In  1869  Mr.  Clark  came  west  as  far  as 
Burlington,  where  he  was  for  a  short  time 
in  the  employ  of  Gilbert,  Hodge  &  Com- 
pany, lumber  dealers.  Soon,  following  the 
line  of  railroad  as  fast  as  it  was  completed, 
he  opened  lumber  yards  with  Mr.  Justus 
Clark  at  Af  ton  and  Villisca.  In  the  autumn 
of  the  same  year  he  established  himself 
finally  in  Red  Oak,  where  a  lumber  yard 
was  opened  under  the  firm  name  of  Justus 
Clark  &  Company.  This  firm  continued  in 
business  until  1883,  when  the  yard  was  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  Red  Oak  National  bank 
was  organized,  with  Justus  Clark  as  presi- 
dent and  B.  B.  Clark  as  vice-president.    In 


1895,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Justus  Clark, 
B.  B.  Clark  became  president. 

In  politics  Mr.  Clark  is  not  an  extreme 
partisan,  but  is  inclined  to  be  an  independ- 
ent, and  to  support  the  party  and  candi- 
date of  which  his  judgment  at  the  time 
approves. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  since  the  early  days  of  the 
organization  of  that  denomination  in  Red 
Oak. 

In  1870  Mr.  Clark  was  married  to  Mary 
Z.  Douglas,  of  Williston,  Vt,  and  in  1886 
to  Rosa  Shirk,  of  Peru,  Ind.  He  has  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
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HOLiBKOOK,  Parker  Kimball,  is  a 
well-known  banker  of  Onawa,  Monona 
county,  where  he  was  born  September  23, 
1864.  His  father,  B.  D.  Holbrook,  in 
partnership  with  a  brother,  C.  H.  Hol- 
brook, established  in  1857  the  banking 
bnsiness  which  is  now  conducted  by  father 
and  son.  B.  D.  Holbrook  was  born  in 
Somerset  county.  Pa.,  May  22,  1834,  and 
was  the  son  of  Henry  L.  and  Mary  (Con- 
nelley)  Holbrook.  He  was  educated  in 
Washington  and  Jefferson  college,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  came  to  Iowa  in  March,  1855. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  town  of 
Onawa,  and  has  been  prominent  in  the 
democratic  party  of  Iowa — several  times  a 
delegate  to  democratic  national  conven- 
tions. He  has  been  very  successful  in 
business,  owning  a  large  amount  of  real 
estate  besides  his  interest  in  the  banking 
house  of  Holbrook  &  Brother.  He  was 
married  May  13,  1862,  in  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
to  Mary  P.  Oliver,  bom  July  14,  1838,  in 
Donaghmore,  Ireland,  daughter  of  Henry 
W.  and  Mary  Brown  Oliver,  whose  family 
came  to  this  country  in  1842  and  settled  in 
Pittsburg,  where  they  have  resided  ever 
since.  The  sons  are  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  iron  and  steel  on  a  large  scale. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holbrook  came  directly  to 
Onawa,  making  the  journey  from  Iowa  City 
west  by  stage.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  them,  of  whom  five  are  now  living,  four 
sons  and  one  daughter;  Parker  K.  is  the 
oldest  Thomas  Holbrook,  the  pioneer  of 
the  family  in  America,  sailed  from  Wey- 
mouth, England,  March  20,  1655,  and  set- 
tled in  Weymouth,  Mass.,  where  he  lived 
until  1674.  His  son,  born  in  England  in 
1625,  died  in  Bradntree,  Mass.,  in  1697. 
Deacon  Peter  Holbrook,  his  son,  born  in 
1665,  died  in  Minden,  Mass.,  in  1712.  His 
son,  Joseph  Holbrook,  born  in  1679,  died 
in  Billington,  Mass.,  in  1765.  Josiah,  his 
son,  born  in  1714,  was  a  colonial  soldier  in 
two  French  wars,  and  moved  with  his 
family  from  Massachusetts  to  New  York, 
settling  in  Pompey.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, to  Peggy  Ives  and  to  Mary  Moffitt, 
and  died  in  1783.  His  son,  David,  born  in 
1760,  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war  and  was  severely  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Bennington.  After  the  revo- 
lution he  settled  in  Lafayette,  N.  Y. ,  where 
he  practiced  medicine  until  his  death  in 
1832.  His  son,  Henry  L.,  was  born  in 
1799.  He  moved  to  Somerset,  Pa.,  where 
he  was,  for  many  years,  principal  of  the 
Somerset  academy.  In  1865  he  removed 
to  Onawa,  Monona  county,  and  there  con- 


tinued to  reside  until  his  death  in  1874. 
Parker  K.  Holbrook  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from 
the  Onawa  high  school  in  the  class  of  1880, 
and  prepared  for  college  in  St.  Joseph's 
academy  and  Hiatt's  academy^  of  Iowa 
City.  He  entered  the  State  university 
in  the  class  of  1886,  but  did  not  complete 
the  course,  leaving  in  the  spring  of  1885 
to  enter  upon  an  active  business  career. 
While  in  the  university  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Irving  institute  and  Sigma  Chi 
fraternity.  Upon  leaving  the  university 
he  went  to  Onawa  and  took  a  place  in  his 
father's  bank,  where  he  has  remained  ever 


since,  except  the  time  spent  in  the  bank  of 
Marcellus  Holbrook,  in  Missouri  Valley, 
and  in  that  of  Weare  &  Allison,  in  Sioux 
City,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  business 
education.  He  became  cashier  of  Hol- 
brook &  Brother's  bank  April  1,  1889,  and 
September  1,  1894,  he  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  C.  H.  Holbrook  in  the  banking 
house,  and'  continued  business  under  the 
old  firm  name.  Mr.  Holbrook  has  always 
been  a  democrat  but  has  not  sought  offlce. 
He  W8|»s  a  member  of  the  Iowa  delegation 
to  the  democratic  national  convention  of 
1892,  and  to  the  convention  of  the  national 
democratic  party  in  Indianapolis  in  1896. 
He  was  unable  to  support  the  Chicago 
platform  of  1896,  upon  which  Bryan  was  a 
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presidential  candidate.  He  was  elected 
regent  of  the  State  university  in  February, 
1896,  and  was  made  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  board  of  regents 
in  the  spring  of  1897,  and  chairman  of  that 
committee  that  fall,  which  place  he  still 
holds.  He  is  also  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  and  of  the  library  committee, 
which  positions  require  much  work  on  ac- 
count of  the  destruction  of  the  library  by 
fire,  and  the  large  amount  of  building  being 
done  under  the  one-tenth  mill  levy  for  this 
purpose.  Mr.  Holbrook  is  a  Mason,  and  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  having 
passed  all  the  chairs  in  both  lodges.  He 
is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but  his 
wife  is  an  Episcopalian.  He  was  married 
June  7,  1893,  to  Virginia,  daughter  of 
Albert  C.  and  Prances  Suydam  Robinson, 
in  Green  Bay,  Wis.  They  have  one  son, 
Weare  H.,  born  April  15,  1896. 


PACKARD,  Stephen  Bennett,  now 
living  in  quiet  upon  his  large  farm  near 
Marshalltown,  has  had  a  notable  career, 
and  his  name  is  connected  with  the  history 
of  some  of  the  most  troublous  times  the 
United  States  has  ever  seen. 

He  is  the  best  known  for  his  connection  with 
the  reconstruction  days  in  Louisiana,  where  he  was 
elected  governor  in  1876,  and  afterwards  abdicated 
as  a  part  of  the  settlement  of  the  presidential  dead- 
lock, out  of  which  Hayes  was  made  president.  Gov- 
ernor Packard  was  born  in  Auburn,  Me.,  April  25, 
1839.  His  parents  were  Stephen  Packard  and  Rox- 
anna  Briges  Packard.  Stephen  Packard  was  a  son 
of  Nehemiah  Packard,  who  was  born  In  Massachu- 
setts in  1762,  and  Betsey  Packard,  born  in  1764. 
Nehemiah  Packard,  grandfather  of  S.  B.,  was  a  son 
of  Samuel  Packard,  and  his  wife,  a  sister  of  Gen. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  of  revolutionary  fame.  Nehe- 
miah entered  the  army  at  the  age  of  14  years  and 
served  as  a  drummer  boy  and  as  drum  major  with 
his  uncle, Benjamin  Lincoln,until  the  end  of  the  war. 
The  Packard  family  came  from  Ipswich,  England,  in 
1638,  and  settled  in  Bridgewatef,  Mass.  Samuel 
Packard  was  the  first  of  the  family  in  this  country. 
They  afterwards  moved  to  Maine,  where  they  at- 
tained prominence.  The  governor's  father  was 
born  in  North  Auburn,  Me,  September  12, 1793. 
and  died  there  December  25,  1870.  He  was  a  mill 
owner  and  held  several  local  offices.  He  served  in 
the  militia  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  wife,  Rozanna 
Briggs,  came  from  a  wealthy  and  influential  family 
and  had  brothers  and  sisters  residing  in  Auburn. 
Stephen  Packard  was  a  direct  descendant  of  the 
original  Samuel  Packard,  who  came  from  Ipswich, 
England  in  1638.  Young  Stephen  went  to  the  vil- 
lage school  until  he  was  16  years  of  age,  when  he 
took  a  course  in  the  Westbrook  seminary,  and  at 
the  age  of  20  began  the  study  of  law  with  Hon.  C. 
W.  Walton,  afterwards  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Maine.  He  was  president  of  the 
Philomathian  Adeiphi  society  of  the  seminary 
during  all  the  time  he  was  a  student  there.    He 


taught  two  terms  of  school  in  1860,  previous  to  be- 
ginning the  study  of  law.  He  left  the  law  office 
October  15, 1861,  and  joined  the  Twelfth  Maine 
regiment  of  infantry  as  first  lieutenant  of  Compuiy 
G.  He  was  promoted  to  be  captain  of  Ck>mpany  B, 
and  served  until  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  in 
December,  1864.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to 
Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler's  division,  which  partici- 
pated in  the  Louisiana  campaign,  and  in  the  cap- 
ture of  New  Orleans  and  Port  Hudson.  In  1864 
Captain  Packard  served  as  judge  advocate  in  New 
Orleans  under  General  Reynolds.  In  July,  1864, 
the  regiment  joined  Sheridan's  army,  being  a  part 
of  the  Nineteenth  army  corps,  and  served  with  it 
until  it  was  discharged.  Captain  Packard's  com- 
pany was  the  color  company  of  the  regiment  dar- 
ing this  campaign,  and  when  it  was  mustered  out 
he  was  designated  to  convey  the  regimental  colors 
to  Augusta,  Me.,  and  deposit  them  with  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  state,  which  duty  he  proudly  per- 
formed. 

While  in  New  Orleans  Captain  Packard  met 
Miss  Emma  Frances  Steele,  a  daughter  of  Captain 
Peter  Steele,  an  old  and  respected  resident  of  New 
Orleans,  and  they  were  married  in  December,  1863, 
in  New  Orleans.  After  he  was  discharged  from 
military  service.  Captain  Packard  went  to  New 
Orleans  and  began  the  practice  of  law.  In  1867  he 
was  elected  delegate  to  the  state  constitutional 
convention,  and  was  made  chairman  of  the  board 
of  registration,  consisting  of  seven  men,  who  were 
charged  with  the  duties  of  administering  the  civil 
affairs  of  the  state  from  the  adjournment  in  April, 
1868,  until  the  inauguration  of  the  new  state  gov- 
ernment in  July,  1868.  He  was  appointed  reg&ter 
of  conveyances  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and 
served  until  April,  1869,  when  he  was  appointed 
United  States  marshal  for  the  district  of  Louisi- 
ana. At  this  time  Governor  Packard  was  in  the 
height  of  his  power  in  the  state  and  was  recognized 
as  the  controlling  force  in  the  politics  of  Louisiana. 
He  was  the  personal  representative  of  President 
Grant.  As  a  delegate  to  the  republican  national 
convention  in  1876  he  voted  for  the  nomination  of 
Blaine  only  after  it  did  not  seem  possible  to  secure 
a  third  nomination  for  President  Grant.  He  was 
reappointed  by  President  Grant,  and  in  November, 

1876,  was  elected  governor  of  the  state.  He  had 
made  an  active  and  aggressive  campaign  in  the 
state  and  was  never  intimidated  or  insulted  by  the 
southerners,  Yankee  though  he  was.  He  went  into 
the  worst  districts  in  the  state,  where  it  was  sup- 
posed that  a  northern  man  or  republican  washardlr 
safe  at  all,  and  yet  he  was  so  feared  and  respected 
that  he  was  entirely  safe.  He  was  inaugurated 
governor  in  January,  1877,  but  in  the  manipulation 
of  the  electoral  returns  and  in  the  settlement  of 
the  famous  Hayes-Tilden  presidential  contest,  he 
was  compelled  to  abdicate,  which  he  did  April  25, 

1877.  A  committee  appointed  by  the  Hayes  admin- 
istration obtained  a  quorum  of  members  in  the 
so-called  Nicholas  legislature  by  breaking  a  quorum 
in  the  state  house  legislature,  which  supported 
Governor  Packard.  It  was  part  of  the  arrange- 
ment by  which  Hayes  became  president. 

Governor  Packard  was  appointed  United  States 
consul  at  Liverpool  in  July,  1878,  and  served  until 
July,  1885.  Returning  from  England,  he  sought  a 
more  quiet  life  and  purchased  his  now  famous 
Strathmore  stock  farm  near  Marshalltown,  where 
he  now  resides  with  his  family.  Since  living  in 
Iowa  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Columbian  commission,  which  had  charge  of  the 
Iowa  exhibit  at  the  World's  fair,  and  on  the  Iowa 
commission  at  the  Trans-Mississippi  exposition  at 
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Omaha.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Iowa 
commandery  of  the  military  order  of  the  Loyal 
Lef^fioa,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Society  of  the 
Sods  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Grovernor  and  Mrs.  Packard  have  six 
children  living,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  viz. :  Ada,  bom  September  4, 
1867;  Blanche,  born  January  21,  1869; 
Stephen  Bennett,  Jr.,  born  September  19, 
1871;  Walter  Steele,  born  November  31, 
1875;  Sidney  Steele,  bom  August  7,  1877; 
Ella,  born  February  6,  1879. 


MAGEE,  Rev.  John  Calvin.,  A.  M., 
D.  D.,  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Upper 
Iowa  conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  has  served  as  pastor 
of  some  of  the  strong  churches  of  that 
body.  For  six  years  he  was  presiding 
elder,  an  office  which  he  now  holds,  re- 
siding in  Cedar  Falls.  He  was  delegate 
from  the  Upper  Iowa  annual  conference  to 
the  quadrennial  general  conference,  the 
law-making  body  of  the  denomination, 
which  met  in  Omaha  in  1892,  being  first  in 
the  order  of  election  on  the  delegation. 

Dr.  Magee  is  the  son  of  David  F.  and 
Abigail  Rankin  Magee.  His  father  served 
in  the  union  army  as  first  lieutenant.  Com- 
pany D,  Ninth  Iowa  infantry.  His  ancestors 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  were  Scotch- 
Irish.  His  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier 
for  the  colonies  in  the  revolutionary  war. 
His  grandfather  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
western  Pennsylvania,  and  lived  to  the 
age  of  101  years.  Dr.  Magee  was  born  in 
Stover's  Place,  Center  county,  Penn.,  Oc- 
tober 31, 1845,  and  was  the  oldest  of  eleven 
children.  His  parents  came  to  Iowa  in 
1855,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  on  the 
farm  in  that  pioneer  time.  In  the  debating 
schools  of  that  period  he  developed  a  tal- 
ent that  served  him  well  in  later  days. 
Many  times  during  the  exciting  early  days 
of  the  war  his  boyish  voice  was  heard 
in  patriotic  appeals  in  the  war  meetings. 
Upon  the  father's  return  from  the  war,  the 
boy^  having  reached  a  lawful  military  age, 
enlisted  and  in  less  than  one  month,  after 
laying  down  the  ferule  of  a  country  school- 
teacher, was  standing  musket  in  hand  on 
picket  guard  in  Alabama.  He  served  from 
its  veteran  organization  in  the  Ninth  Iowa 
infantry,  which  had  at  Pea  Ridge  won  the 
sobriquet  of  the  **Iowa  Grey  Hounds." 
He  was  with  the  regiment  on  Sherman's 
famous  Atlanta  campaign,  and  in  pursuit 
of  Hood,  the  march  to  the  sea,  through  the 
Carolinas,  and  on  the  homeward  march. 


and  on  the  final  grand  review  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  He  returned  to  the  state  with 
the  regiment  at  **  muster  out."  During 
his  service  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
a  non-commissioned  officer.  He  joined  the 
G.  A.  R.  in  its  early  history;  has  served 
several  years  as  a  post  chaplain,  and  was 
the  commander  of  J.  W.  McKenzie  Post 
No.  81  in  Hampton  in  1898.  He  served  as 
department  chaplain  of  Iowa,  G.  A.  R. ,  in 
1890  and  1891. 

In  a  very  short  time  after  his  return 
from  the  war  he  entered  the  collegiate  in- 
stitute at  Hopkinton,  in  which  he  had  pre- 
viously been  a  student.     Later  he  entered 


Upper  Iowa  university  at  Fayette,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  and  received  the 
degree,  master  of  arts.  For  some  time  he 
was  a  student  of  theology  at  Garrett  Bibli- 
cal institute  in  Evanston,  111.  In  1870  he 
was  admitted  to  the  ministerial  ranks  of  the 
Upper  Iowa  conference  and  since  that  time 
he  has  served  continuously  in  his  chosen 
calling.  In  addition  to  his  ministerial 
work  Dr.  Magee  has  interested  himself  in 
educational  matters  and  has  served  for 
several  years  as  alumni  trustee  of  his  alma 
mater.  Occasional  articles  from  his  pen 
appear  in  the  periodicals  of  his  church, 
and  a  few  years  since  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal book  concern  published  as  one  of  its 
general    catalogue    publications    a    book 
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entitled  **  Apostolic  Organism/'  being  a 
discussion  from  the  standpoint  of  reason, 
history  and  scripture  of  the  principles  of 
church  government,  of  which  book  he  is  the 
author.  In  1889  Lenox  college,  a  Presby- 
terian institution  in  Hopkinton,  where  he 
had  been  a  student,  conferred  upon  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity.  Dr. 
Magee  is  a  type  of  many  progressive  men 
of  Iowa,  developed  by  its  advancing  civili- 
zation. He  was  married  in  June,  1870,  to 
Miss  Jennie  A.  Ck)le,  of  Fayette,  an  estima- 
ble woman  of  education  and  refinement. 
Nine  children  have  been  born  to  them,  six 
of  whom  are  living,  one  son,  Carl  C,  being 
the  superintendent  of  city  schools  in  Car- 
roll, Iowa.  Dr.  Magee  delights  to  call 
Iowa  by  that  sweetest  of  names — home,    a 


HOFFMANN.  Phil.,  one  of  the  most 
deservedly  popular  young  newspaper  men 


in  the  state,  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
town  in  which  he  now  lives  and  works,  the 
city  of  Oskaloosa.  He  was  born  August 
16,  1868,  and  is  the  son  of  Philip  Hoffmann, 
Sr. ,  and  Eleanor  Addy  Hoffmann.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Oskaloosa,  and  in  Penn  college 
in  Oskaloosa,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  in  1885.  He  afterwards  spent  a 
year  in  Penn  college.     He  began  his  news- 


paper career  as  a  correspondent  for  the 
Oskaloosa  Messenger  on  the  Iowa  editorial 
excursion  to  Oregon  in  1885.  He  was  then 
offered  a  position  on  the  Oskaloosa  Herald, 
where  he  worked  five  years,  the  last  three 
as  city  editor.  In  1892  Mr.  Hoffmann,  with 
his  brother,  Charles  W.  Hoffmann,  the 
present  postmaster  at  Oskaloosa,  went 
into  the  steam  laundry  business,  and  the 
Oskaloosa  Steam  laundry,  under  their 
management,  became  one  of  the  largest  in 
Iowa  and  was  spoken  of  by  leading  trade 
journals  as  a  model  plant.  They  sold  the 
laundry  December  1,  1896,  and  purchased 
the  Oskaloosa  Daily  and  Weekly  HeraM,  then 
owned  and  edited  by  Col.  Albert  W.  Swalm, 
now  consul  to  Uruguay,  and  his  talented 
wife,  Pauline  Swalm.  The  newspaper, 
under  the  management  of  Hoffmann  Broth- 
ers, has  gone  steadily  on,  and  in  circulation 
and  influence  it  is  among  the  recognized 
leading  papers  of  Iowa.  It  was  established 
in  1850  and  has  been  a  power  for  good, 
growing  in  popular  favor  with  increased 
patronage.  While  Mr.  Hoffmann  has  been 
much  occupied  with  business  interests  he 
has  not  n^lected  the  fine  literary  talents 
which  he  possesses  and  which  have  been 
developed  in  the  direction  of  writing  versa 
He  has  earned  a  creditable  reputation  in 
this  line.  Rolla  M.  Kendrick,  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  St.  Louis  Globe- Democrat, 
recently  published  a  discriminating  criti- 
cism of  Mr.  Hoffmann's  work,  in  which  he 
said:  ''It  is  a  matter  for  general  regret, 
particularly  on  the  part  of  his  personal 
friends,  that  Phil.  Hoffmann  mounts  his 
Pegasus  so  seldom.  In  his  nature  the 
muses  certainly  implanted  'the  divine 
spark;"  but  it  has  been  allowed  to  glow 
too  infrequently.  His  accomplishments, 
when  he  has  essayed  to  enter  the  field  of 
poetry,  have  been  a  source  of  delight  to  his 
readers.  Phil.  Hoffmann  has  the  poet's 
nature — gentleness  and  geniality  itself; 
purity  of  mind  and  life;  the  soul  of  honor; 
fertility  and  strength  of  imagination. 
Coupled  with  these  attributes  are  abundant 
common  sense  and  a  genius  for  practical 
affairs.  Possibly,  it  is  these  latter  qualities 
that  have  kept  him  in  the  routine  of  a 
business  man's  life  and  out  of  a  Bohemian 
or  a  dreamer's  career.  For  ten  years  Mr. 
Hoffmann  has  represented  the  Des  Moines 
Register  and  other  newspapers  as  corre- 
spondent. His  poems  have  chiefly  been 
contributions  to  Iowa  and  Chicago  news- 
papers, and  to  the  magazines.  Of  late 
years  he  has  written  but  occasionally,  as 
the  inclination  comes  to  him  and  as  he  can 
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spare  the  time  from  his  engrossing  business 
cares." 

Mr.  Hoffmann  was  married  May  3,  1893, 
to  Julia  Hammond,  daughter  of  Col.  J.  W. 
Hammond,  cashier  and  principal  owner  of 
the  Oskaloosa  Savings  bank. 


MARTIN,  Wesley.  Aside  from  the 
honors  which,  for  quite  natural  reasons, 
have  been  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Martin, 
Webster  City's  ex-mayor,  ex- treasurer  and 
ex -city  attorney,  he  has  the  distinction  and 
the  glory  which  attaches  to  a  certificate  of 
honor  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Martin  was  born  at  Navarre,  Ohio, 
on  December  19,  1848.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  in  the  city  in  which  he 
was  born  and  also  in  those  of  New  Phila- 
delphia. The  schools  of  the  latter  city 
were  of  a  very  high  chjiracter,  especially 
while  under  the  principalship  of  Prof. 
Joseph  Welty.  Later  he  entered  East- 
man's Business  college  at  Poughkeepsie, 
but  did  not  graduate.  He  came  to  Webster 
City  in  1876,  where  he  began  the  practice 
of  law,  and  has  resided  there  continuously 
since  that  time.  His  law  education  was 
gained  largely  in  the  office  of  Col.  A.  R. 
Mock,  of  Cambridge,  111.,  with  whom  he 
studied  for  a  period  of  three  years.  In 
January,  1876,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
by  the  supreme  court  of  Illinois. 

The  war  record  of  Mr.  Martin  is  one  of 
which  he  may  justly  feel  proud.  He  en- 
listed at  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  on  May 
2,  1864,  in  Company  D,  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  in- 
fantry. He  was  honorably  discharged 
from  that  organization  at  the  expiration  of 
four  months'  service,  that  being  the  term 
for  which  enlistments  were  made.  During 
this  period  he  was  in  a  number  of  skirmishes 
in  the  Shenandoah  and  Kanawha  valleys. 
He  was  in  the  retreat  from  Martinsburg  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  under  Siegel,  during  the 
summer  of  1864,  at  the  time  General  Early 
came  down  the  valley,  and  was  also  in  the 
rifle  pits  on  Maryland  Heights  during  the 
time  that  Early  wa-s  besieging  the  garrison 
at  Harper's  Perry  and  Maryland  Heights. 
November  17,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  Second  New  York  heavy  artillery,  and 
was  at  once  sent  to  the  army  at  Petersburg, 
Va.  He  participated  in  the  closing  battles 
of  the  war  around  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Lee  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  1865.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  at  New  York  city 
by  reason  of  expiration  of  term  of  service, 


in  October,  1865.  For  services  rendered 
he  received  a  document  which  is  entitled: 
**The  President's  Thanks  and  Certificate 
of  Honorable  Service  to  Musician  Wesley 
Martin,"  signed  by  Edwin  M.  Stanton  and 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Martin  is  an  active  republican.  He 
has  taken  part  in  a  number  of  political 
campaigns  since  coming  to  Iowa,  and  has 
made  many  speeches  under  appointment 
by  the  state  committee.  He  was  nominated 
for  the  office  of  state  senator  by  the  re- 
publican convention  at  Eagle  Grove  in 
1885,  but  declined  the  nomination  for  busi- 
ness reasons.     He  was  mayor  of  Webster 


City  from  March  1,  1882,  to  March  1,  1883, 
and  has  also  occupied  the  position  of  city 
treasurer  and  city  attorney  of  that  city.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Law  League 
of  America;  also  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
State  Bar  association.  He  not  only  stands 
high  in  Grand  Army  circles,  but  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masons  and  other  orders. 
As  a  lawyer  he  has  a  practice  extending 
through  the  different  counties  of  the  state, 
as  well  as  into  the  federal  courts  and  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state.  He  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  important  legal  con- 
troversies in  his  own  and  adjoining  counties. 
He  was  married  on  December  24,  1874, 
to  Elizabeth  Wonders,  at  Cambridge,  111. 
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DAVIS,  Francis  Marion,  a  well- 
known  and  successful  attorney,  residing  at 
Corning,  Adams  county,  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  August,  13,  1831. 
His  father,  Joseph  Davis,  was  a  prosper- 
ous farmer,  living  eight  miles  north  of  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years.  John 
Davis,  grandfather  of  Francis  M.,  was  a 
revolutionary  soldier,  who  fought  seven 
years  in  the  war  for  independence,  and  was 
on  General  Lafayette's  staff.  He  joined 
the  continental  army  at  Valley  Forge; 
fought  at  Princeton,  and  in  every  battle,  in- 
cluding the  surrender  at  Yorktown.  The 
gun  carried  by  him  at  Valley  Forge  and 


Princeton  is  a  highly-prized  relic,  now 
owned  by  Mr.  Davis  at  Corning.  His 
grandmother,  Ann  Simpson  Davis,  was  a 
near  relative  of  Hannah  Simpson,  the 
mother  of  General  Grant,  and  Mr.  Davis 
says  he  well  remembers  the  time  when 
Grant,  the  cadet  at  West  Point,  visited  the 
Davis  home,  on  the  farm  near  Columbus,  in 
1843,  dressed  in  a  roundabout,  with  stiff 
leather  collar  and  white  gloves.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Edith  Amanda 
DeFord.  Her  mother  was  a  Quakeress, 
captured  by  the  Indians  in  the  Mohawk 
valley  when  a  child  and  taken  to  Canada 
about  the  year  1746.  She  never  knew 
her  own  name.  She  was  married  to  Count 
Aumile  De  Ford,one  of  General  Montcalm's 


oflScers,  and,  after  the  close  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  they  settled  in  the  state  of 
Delaware.  Their  daughter  Eklith  and 
Joseph  Davis  both  went  west  and  were  mar- 
ried in  FraoJslin  county,  Ohio,  about  the 
year  1824. 

Francis  M.  worked  upon  a  farm,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  and  a  private 
school  until  1847,  when  he  entered  Blendon 
college,  now  Otterbien  university,  Ohio, 
and  afterwards  graduated  in  the  Latin 
scientific  course  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  uni- 
versity at  Delaware,  Ohio,  in  1851.  He 
passed  a  year  in  the  south,  then  returaed 
to  Ohio  and  commenced  the  study  of  law 
with  Governor  Dennison  and  Mr.  Carring- 
ton  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  in  1855  settled 
in  Adams  county,  Iowa,  commencing  an  ac- 
tive business  career  as  surveyor,  lawyer 
and  land  agent.  He  had  thirty- seven  cases 
on  the  first  court  docket  of  that  county. 

Mr.  Davis  was  instrumental  in  organiz- 
ing the  first  armed  volunteer  military  com- 
pany in  southern  Iowa,  called  the  **Quincy 
Guards."  The  company  was  afterwards 
known  as  Company  H,  Fourth  Iowa  volun- 
teers, and  was  offered  to  and  accepted 
by  Governor  Kirkwood  for  service  in  the 
war  of  the  rebellion  as  early  as  December 
10,  1860,  Mr.  Davis  believing  from  observa- 
tion and  travel  in  the  south  that  war  would 
surely  follow  the  election  of  Lincoln  to  the 
presidency.  Public  duties  prevented  him 
from  going  with  the  company  in  1861,  but  in 
1862  he  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was  after- 
wards elected  first  lieutenant,  and  pro- 
moted to  be  captain  of  Company  D,  Twenty- 
ninth  Iowa.  He  was  afterwards  promoted 
to  be  first  captain  of  his  regiment,  and 
served  in  the  field  with  staff  officers  Gen- 
erals Rice,  Pyle,  Drake,  Bussey,  and  Col- 
onels Benton,  Patterson,  Solomon,  and 
others,  during  the  Vicksburg  campaign. 
During  the  siege  of  Fort  Pemberton,  on 
the  Yazoo,  Captain  Davis  received  a  wound 
in  the  right  groin,  March  26,  1863.  This  ' 
wound  was  not  considered  serious  at  first, 
but  subsequently  disabled  him  for  further 
service,  and  he  was  discharged  by  order  of 
the  secretary  of  war,  the  order  taking 
effect  April  20,  1864,  when  he  retired  from 
the  service.  Mr.  Davis  helped  organize 
the  first  republican  caucus  in  Adams  county 
in  February,  1856,  and  has  always  been 
a  stalwart  republican.  He  was  prosecuting 
attorney  of  the  county  for  two  years, 
1856-58,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Fourteenth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa  in 
1871,  being  active  in  recodifying  the  code  in 
1873.     He  served  on  the  special  committee, 
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and  wrote  the  report  condemning  the  foun- 
dation of  the  capitol,  which  was  taken  out 
and  rebuilt  for  the  present  capitol.  He  was 
also  on  the  special  committee  to  devise 
methods  for  protecting  funds  in  state  and 
county  treasuries  from  defalcation.  He 
was  also  the  means  of  getting  a  law  passed 
limiting  the  powers  of  corporations;  to  au- 
thorize suing  in  local  courts  on  insurance 
I)olicies  in  case  of  loss,  and  many  other 
laws  still  in  force.  His  first  case  in  the 
supreme  court  was  that  of  Sands  v.  Adams 
County,  The  case  was  won  by  him  and 
is  still  a  leading  case  in  tax  questions, 
reported  in  the  Eleventh  Iowa  report. 

Mr.  Davis  has  been  twice  married,  and 
is  the  father  of  six  children.  The  eldest, 
Lillian  D.,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Howard 
H.  Russell,  of  Delaware,  Ohio;  Avanelle  is 
the  wife  of  Grover  C.  Gray,  a  banker  of 
Montpelier,  Idaho;  Frederick,  died  in 
infancy,  1867;  Edith  Estelle,  Joseph  Simp- 
son, and  Francis  Marion,  Jr.,  all  minors, 
live  at  home  in  Corning. 

Mr.  Davis  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  from  1857  to  1876,  but  since  that 
time  has  been  a  Congregationalist.  Aside 
from  his  law  practice,  he  is  also  quite  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  ' 


CASTER,  Dr.  Paul,  was  born  in  Henry 
county,  Ind.,  April  30,  1827,  and  lived 
there  with  his  parents  until  he  was  14 
years  of  age.  About  this  time  occurred 
the  death  of  his  mother,  which  sad  event 
resulted  in  young  Paul 's  leaving  home  and 
going  to  Elkhart  county,  Ind.,  where  he 
wandered  from  place  to  place  homeless  and 
friendless.  He  had  a  serious  impediment 
in  his  speech,  and  some  mental  peculiar- 
ities which  prevented  him  from  receiving 
an  education  in  the  usual  way  and  thr4w 
him  entirely  upon  his  own  resources  men- 
tally. 

In  the  year  1848  he  married  Nancy  Hat- 
field, a  farmer's  daughter.  They  lived  on 
a  farm  for  three  years,  when  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  chairs,  wheels  and  hubs, 
in  which  business  he  was  very  successful 
for  two  years,  when  he  met  with  a  serious 
accident;  while  carrying  one  end  of  a  heavy 
log  his  foot  slipped  on  the  ice  and  he  fell, 
thie  log  falling  across  his  chest.  This  acci- 
dent rendered  him  an  invalid  for  some  nine 
years,  and  he  never  entirely  recovered 
from  its  results.  Five  children  were  born 
to  Dr.  Paul  Caster  and  his  wife:  Mary 
Ann,  John  Lewis,  Samuel,  Sarah  E.,  and 


Jacob  S.,  now  a  noted  magnetic  healer  in 
Burlington,  Iowa.  Dr.  Paul  Caster  re- 
moved to  Decatur  county,  Iowa,  in  1855. 
His  wife  died  in  1863,  and  in  1864  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Sarah  Perrell,  of  Decatur  county, 
who  still  survives  him.  To  them  were 
born  four  children:  Margaret  E.,  George 
William,  Ella  and  Nettie. 

Dr.  Paul  Caster,  from  childhood,  pos- 
sessed a  wonderful  magnetic  power  to  heal. 
His  first  patient  was  a  little  playmate,  who 
had  what  had  been  pronounced  a  cancer  on 
her  breast.  One  day  while  playing  she  be- 
came over-heated  and  suffered  greatly. 
Little  Paul  felt  that  he  could  take  away 


the  pain,  and  he  was  successful.  The 
child's  parents  constituted  him  her  physi- 
cian until  the  sore  healed.  The  little  girl 
lived  to  womanhood,  and  raised  a  large 
family,  and  this  was  so  early  ia  life  that 
the  doctor  did  not  remember  his  exact  age; 
and  his  history  shows  that  he  continued  to 
heal  patients  at  various  times  until  in  1866 
he  commenced  his  public  career  as  a  healer 
in  Leon,  Decatur  county,  Iowa.  In  1869 
he  removed  to  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death,  April  19, 1881.  Dr. 
Caster  commenced  the  erection  of  his  mag- 
netic infirmary  at  Ottumwa  in  1871  and 
completed  it  as  it  now  stands  in  1875.  In 
1877-78  he  built  his  private  residence  ad- 
joining   the    infirmary.     These    buildings 
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were  erected  at  a  cost  of  $78,000,  and  stand 
to-day  as  a  monument  to  the  marvelous 
success  attained  by  only  fourteen  years 
of  practice  in  a  profession  that  at  that  time 
was  looked  upon  with  great  disfavor  by 
the  majority — especially  of  western  people. 
Nevertheless  he  achieved  a  reputation  sec- 
ond to  no  other  magnetic  healer  known, 
and  which  still  remains  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  not  only  the  people  of  Iowa,  but  of  many 
throughout  the  United  States,  as  he  treated 
patients  from  almost  every  state  in  the 
union. 

Dr.  Paul  Caster  was  a  firm  believer  in 
the  deity.  He  also  believed  that  his 
strange  power  was  a  divine  gift  and,  unlike 
some  of  our  late  healers,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  it  could  be  taught  another,  but 
must  come  to  each  one  from  the  same  high 
source.  Before  his  death  he  became  firmly 
convinced  that  his  son  Jacob  possessed  the 
same  power,  and  urged  him  upon  his  death- 
bed to  take  up  the  work  where  he  was  com- 
pelled to  lay  it  down,  predicting  that  in  so 
doing  alone  would  lie  his  future  success  in 
life.  His  son,  in  1889,  carried  out  his 
father's  wishes  by  engaging  in  the  work  as 
a  public  healer  and  is  carrying  it  forward 
in  a  manner,  not  only  creditable  to  himself, 
but  also  to  the  reputation  of  his  noted 
father.  Dr.  Paul  Caster. 


CASTER,  Dr.  Jacob  S.,  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Dr.  Paul  Caster,  of  Ottumwa,  and  is  a 
native  of  Decatur  county,  Iowa.  When 
quite  young  he  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  his  work  in  various  ways.  In 
1874  he  took  charge  of  the  engine  in  the 
heating  department  of  his  father's  large 
infirmary,  which  resulted  in  giving  him  a 
taste  for  machinery  that  greatly  influenced 
his  after  life.  In  1878  he  was  made  super- 
tendent  of  the  infirmary,  which  brought 
him  in  still  closer  contact  with  his  father, 
and  probably  accounts  for  much  of  his  sub- 
sequent success.  He  was  married  March 
23,  1880,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Biederman,  of 
Ottumwa,  and  in  August  of  that  year  re- 
signed his  position  as  superintendent  of 
the  infirmary  to  engage  in,  other  business. 
For  a  short  time  he  was'  employed  as  a 
machinist  in  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  round  house  at  Creston,  and  in  No- 
vember, 1881,  removed  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  ma- 
chinist by  the  same  company.  His  father 
had  urged  him  strongly  to  use  the  gift  of 
healing,  which  he  knew  he  possessed,  but 
the  son  was  prejudiced  against  it,  and  felt 


compelled  to  refuse  his  father's  request. 
It  was  not  until  1887,  when  out  of  sym- 
pathy for  suffering  friends,  he  treated 
several  cases  with  such  wonderful  success, 
that  his  power  became  known.  He  was 
then  sought  after  constantly  by  some  suf- 
ferer, but  according  to  a  promise  made  his 
father,  he  received  no  pay  until  he  came  be- 
fore the  world  publicly  as  a  magnetic  healer. 
In  June,  1889,  he  received  his  first  public 
patient.  The  following  November  he 
opened  an  infirmary,  which  soon  proved 
too  small  to  accommodate  his  patients  and 
in  June,  1891,  he  removed  to  larger  quarters, 
and  in  November,  1894,  to  his  present 
location  on  North  Fourth  street. 


Dr.  J.  S.  Caster  has,  like  his  father,  had 
patients  from  nearly  every  state  in  the  union 
and  from  more  than  50O  different  cities. 

He  possesses  a  wonderful  power  of 
diagnosis,  being  able  to  accurately  de- 
scribe the  patient's  trouble,  sometimes  go- 
ing back  twenty  years  for  causes  long 
since  forgotten  by  the  sufferer,  and  this 
without  asking  a  question. 

He  does  not  claim  to  be  able  to  cure 
every  case  that  presents  itself,  but  his 
success  has  been  something  almost  miracu- 
lous, as  shown  by  the  joyful  testimony  of 
hundreds  of  patients,  including  many  of 
the  most  prominent  people  of  Burlington, 
as  well  as  pf  the  state,  who  have  been 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


425 


permanently  cured  or  have  gained  years 
of  comparative  health  from  his  treatment, 
after  being  pronounced  hopelessly  incur- 
able. The  doctor  belongs  to  a  number  of 
secret  societies,  and  originated  and  carried 
out  a  plan  for  **  Secret  Society  Day  "  dur- 
ing the  semi-centennial  celebration  in 
Burlington,  in  October,  1896,  conducting  a 
parade  which  contained  nineteen  different 
secret  societies.  He  belongs  to  the  Masons, 
Odd  Fellows,  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  other  orders. 
The  doctor  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  republican  party,  and 
vigorously  supports  that  organization.  In 
1896  he  was  elected  alderman  in  a  demo- 
cratic ward,  by  a  large  majority. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Caster  have  three  children 
living:  Charles  Edwin,  born  February  28, 
1883;  Mabel  Rose,  born  May  25,  1887,  and 
Mary  Blanche,  born  May  7,  1890. 


HOOPES,  William  Henry,  who  orig- 
inated the  system  of  wholesale  gardening 
on  Muscatine  island,  and  developed  the 
wonderful  resources  of  that  fertile  spot,  is 
a  son  of  Lindley  Hoopes,  who  was  married 
November  22,  1838,  in  Birmingham,  Pa., 
to  Miss  Mary  Addleman.  The  family  came 
to  Muscatine  county  from  Pennsylvania 
in  1854.  Lindley  Hoopes  was  born  in 
Chester  county.  Pa.,  in  1815,  and  his  an- 
cestors came  from  England  with  William 
Penn.  They  belonged  to  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  Israel  Hoopes,  the  first  in  this 
country,  had  sixteen  sons.  Lindley  Hoopes 
was  a  builder  in  Pennsylvania  and  followed 
the  carpenter's  trade  for  a  time  after  com- 
ing to  Iowa.  He  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  breeding  horses,  cattle  and  hogs 
in  Lake  township,  Muscatine  county.  They 
are  Methodists  and  strong  temperance 
people,  using  their  best  efforts  for  the 
social  and  moral  welfare  of  the  country. 

William  H.  Hoopes  was  born  November 
19,  1840,  at  Warrior's  Mark,  Huntingdon 
county.  Pa.,  and  was  the  oldest  son  in  the 
family  of  nine  children  His  early  educa- 
tion was  under  the  tutorship  of  Bishop 
John  H.  Vincent  of  Chautauqua  fame.  He 
afterwards  attended  school  in  Muscatine. 
When  he  attained  his  majority  he  left  the 
farm  and  earned  his  own  way  through 
a  two  years'  course  in  Greenwood  academy , 
in  Muscatine.  He  afterwards  engaged  in 
the  building  business,  was  principal  of  the 
First  ward  school  in  Muscatine  two  years, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  was  in  the 
grocery  and  pork  packing  business.  In 
1874  he  commenced  the  Muscatine  Island 
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gardening  business,  and  with  various  part- 
ners has  been  engaged  in  that  important 
enterprise  ever  since.  He  now  has  asso- 
ciated with  him  his  two  sons.  They  have 
900  acres  of  land  under  cultivation  there 
and  produce  the  finest  sweet  potatoes, 
melons,  cabbages,  peas,  beans,  tomatoes 
and  onions.  He  also  has  a  vegetable  and 
dairy  farm  in  St.  Louis  Park,  one  of  the 
suburbs  of  Minneapolis.  During  his  farm- 
ing career  he  has  introduced  many  labor- 
saving  implements.  Among  them  is  one 
which  sets  plants  of  all  kinds  and  saves 
labor  and  expense.  Outside  of  his  own 
immediate  business  Mr.  Hoopes  has  helped 


promote  the  organization  of  other  indus- 
tries, among  them  a  canning  factory,  street 
railway,  electric  light  plant,  high  bridge 
over  the  Mississippi  river,  and  in  real 
estate  operations.  In  public  affairs  Mr. 
Hoopes  has  worked  with  the  republican 
party  on  account  of  its  championship  of 
temperance  principles,  in  which  he  is 
deeply  interested  and  to  which  he  has  given 
much  of  his  best  efforts.  He  was  elected 
alderman  as  a  republican  in  a  ward  usually 
democratic,  and  helped  to  inaugurate  some 
of  the  most  important  public  improvements 
in  Muscatine,  including  the  building  of 
Riverside  Park,  which  turned  an  unsightly 
river  front  into  a  beautiful  spot.     He  was 
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one  of  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  the 
prohibitory  law  and  had  an  important  part 
in  the  prosecution  of  those  who  violated  it. 
He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  Musserville  M.  E.  church  and  has 
been  trustee  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
making  him  one  of  the  oldest  Sunday 
school  superintendents  in  the  state.  He  is 
also  an  active  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  the  Muscatine  Commercial  club.  He 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees  and  Woodmen  of  the 
World.  On  the  12th  of  August,  1869,  Mr. 
Hoopes  was  married  to  Phena  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Philip  Thompson,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Louisa  county. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them:  Prank 
Everett,  born  April  29,  1870,  and  Fred 
Philip,  born  November  11,  1872.  They 
assist  their  father  in  the  management  of 
the  farms  and  the  conducting  of  their  large 
shipping  and  commission  business. 

The  family  has  a  beautiful  home  on 
Beach  Grove  avenue,  a  mile  and  three- 
quarters  below  the  postoffice,  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  river. 


ALLEN,  Manning  Leonard,  of  Tama, 
is  a  native  Hawkeye,  born  November  14, 
1862,  in  the  country  ten  miles  west  of 
Wapello,  Louisa  county,  Iowa.  His  parents 
are  Leonard  Fletcher  Allen,  who  was  born 
near  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  Harriett 
Litsey  Allen,  who  was  born  in  Newark, 
Kendall  county,  111.,  both  of  whom  now 
reside  at  La  Moille,  Bureau  county.  111., 
having  lived  there  since  1867.  Previously 
they  moved  from  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  to 
Little  Rock,  La  Salle  county,  111.,  where 
they  lived  for  abont  three  years;  from  there 
to  Trenton,  111.,  or  De  Pue  as  it  is  now 
called,  and  thence  to  La  Moille,  thirty-two 
years  ago,  where  they  have  since  resided. 

They  had  seven  children  —  Manning  L., 
Bert  L.,  Hattie,  Lowell,  Prank,  Herman 
and  Jennie,  of  which  Manning  is  the  oldest. 
He  completed  the  course  of  study  in  the  La 
Moille  high  school  in  1880,  and  clerked  in  a 
grocery  store  until  September,  1881,  when 
he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  of  Joplin,  Mo.,  completing  the 
first  year's  course  of  medicine,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1882,  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  where 
he  finished  his  second  year's  course. 

In  1883  he  located  at  Cooper,  Greene 
county,  Iowa,  and  practiced  medicine  and 
taught  school  until  the  following  February, 


when  he  located  in  Astor,  Crawford  county, 
Iowa,  and  remained  there  until  November, 
1886,  when,  with  other  business  men  of  the 
town,  he  moved  to  the  then  new  town  of 
Manilla,  two  and  one-half  miles  northeast 
of  Astor,  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
Saint  Paul  railway.  The  next  year,  having 
a  good  opportunity  to  sell  out,  he  did  so 
and  came  to  Garwin,  Tama  county,  Iowa, 
and  remained  there  until  October,  1889, 
when  he  removed  to  Tama,  his  present 
home. 

In  October,  1885,  he  passed  the  exami- 
nation of  the  state  board  of  pharmacy  and 
received  a  gold  seal  certificate,  and  in  1886 


he  passed  the  examination  of  the  state 
board  of  medical  examiners  and  received  a 
certificate  from  them. 

In  September,  1892,  he  entered  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Chi- 
cago, graduating  from  that  institution, 
which  is  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Illinois,  April  13,  1893.  The 
same  spring  he  took  the  post  graduate 
course  of  the  Post- Graduate  Medical  and 
Hospital  School  of  Chicago.  His  ability 
and  standing  as  a  surgeon  and  physician 
are  recognized  by  his  appointment  as  med- 
ical examiner  for  nearly  all  the  best-known 
life  insurance  companies  in  the  east,  and  in 
Iowa.  He  is  also  district  surgeon  for  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  Saint  Paul  Railway 
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compaDy,  and  surgeon  for  the  Tama  &  To- 
ledo Electric  Railroad  company.  He  en- 
joys a  large,  lucrative  practice  and  the 
respect  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides.  In  April,  1897,  he  was  elected 
vice-president  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Chicago. 

He  was  married,  August  10th,  1882,  to 
Sarah  Rebecca  Passett,  of  La  Moille,  111., 
who  has  faithfully  shared  with  him  the  ''ups 
and  downs  ''  of  the  beginning  of  a  profes- 
sional life  with  little  or  no  means,  and  the 
success  of  the  same. 

They  have  three  children:  Prances 
Rebecca,  born  June  16,  1883;  Raymond 
Manning,  born  July  8,  1887,  and  Leonard 
Earle,  born  May  28,  1894. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  are  both  members  of 
the  Pirst  Baptist  church  of  Tama. 


COLE,  Elmer  J.,  M.  D.  Woodbine  has 
the  good  fortune  to  have  a  physician  of 
character  and  recognized  high  standing. 
who  tries  to  treat  his  patients  with  both 
honesty  and  skill.  Being,  besides,  a  close 
student,  he  has  earned  a  professional  repu- 
tation exceeded  by  very  few. 

His  father,  John  S.  Cole,  was  a  physi- 
cian before  him,  and  came  to  Iowa  to 
engage  in  practice  away  buck  in  1855.  He 
wcbs  one  of  the  first  physicians  in  western 
Iowa  and  practiced  at  a  time  when  doctors 
rode  horseback;  and  carried  saddle  bags. 
There  were  few  bridges  in  those  days. 
The  creeks  and  rivers  had  to  be  forded. 
There  were  no  regularly  laid  out  roads  to 
guide  the  doctor  to  the  far-off  home  of  his 
patient,  and  many  were  the  difficulties  and 
hardships  endured  by  the  pioneers  of  the 
profession  of  medicine  that  are  unknown 
at  the  present  time.  He  died  in  1881,  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  16  years  of 
age.  The  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Diaaa  Werley.  She  is  now  residing  in 
Woodbioe.  The  venerable  Mrs.  Cole  is 
known  as  a  great  church  worker  and  it  is 
due  to  her  untiring  and  noble  work  that 
the  city  of  Woodbine  has  one  of  the 
strongest  church  organizations  in  that  part 
of  the  state.  Hers  is  the  kind  of  piety 
that  is  coupled  with  benevolence,  and 
many  there  are  to  bless  her  for  the  be- 
stowal of  kindnesses  of  a  material  and 
hunger-satisfying  character. 

Elmer  J.  Cole  was  born  on  a  farm  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  Woodbine,  Jan- 
uary 24,  1865.  He  attended  the  schools  of 
Woodbine  during  his  childhood  days,  and 


at  the  age  of  18  entered  the  Agricultural 
college  at  Ames.  He  remained  there  for 
three  years  and  during  that  time  was  a 
member  of  the  Greek  letter  society  called 
Delta  Tau  Delta;  also  the  literary  society 
known  as  the  Philomathian.  He  left  the 
school  one  year  before  the  time  of  gradu- 
ation for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  medical 
course  in  Rush  Medical  college,  Chicago. 
He  graduated  from  Rush  February  19, 
1889,  when  but  24  years  of  age.  Soon 
thereafter  he  opened  an  office  in  Woodbine 
in  partnership  with  Dr.  T.  M.  Edwards. 
That  relation  was  continued  for  three 
years  when  it  was  dissolved  by   mutual 


consent.  Dr.  Cole  remaining  in  the  prac- 
tice. During  the  eight  years  that  have 
passed  since  that  time  he  has  built  up  a 
substantial  business  and  the  same  is  con- 
stantly increasing  in  volume.  The  princi- 
ple to  which  he  has  adhered  and  to  which 
he  accredits  a  great  share  of  his  success  is 
honesty  in  his  relation  with  the  patient. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  golden  rule  has 
rarely  been  more  generally  applied  than 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Cole 

Politically  he  is  a  democrat  and  firmly 
of  the  opinion  that  gold  and  silver  should 
be  coined  free.  However,  he  has  never 
gone  into  politics  to  any  great  extent.  He 
has  held  the  position  of  county  coroner 
and  received  the  largest  majority  known 
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to  the  history  of  the  county.  He  served  a 
number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  at  this  time  is  a  member  of  the 
city  council  and  a  director  in  the  First 
National  bank  of  Woodbine.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Harrison  county  medical 
society  at  its  organization  and  is  now  filling 
the  position  of  president;  is  local  examiner 
for  nearly  all  of  the  leading  life  insur- 
ance companies  and  is  prominent  in  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  married  in 
June,  1891,  to  Miss  Maude  Allen.  They 
have  three  children:  Clement,  born  May 
10,  1893;  Bernice,  born  January  8,  1895; 
and  Anita,  born  September  5,  1897. 


COOPER,  John  K.,  of  Council  Bluffs, 
member  of  the  Twenty-fifth  jGeneral  As- 
sembly, and  a  man  who  has  done  much  to 


advance  the  educational  interests  of  the 
state,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  HoUand- 
ville,  Kent  county,  Del.,  April  1,  1845.  He 
is  the  son  of  Benjamin  Abbott  Cooper,  a 
farmer  and  school-teacher,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  30  years.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  promise  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  mother's  maiden  name  was  Anna 
Jump.  She  died  when  John  was  8  years 
old. 

Mr.   Cooper's  grandmother,  on  the  pa- 
ternal side,  was  a  niece  of  George  Read, 


one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  John  K.  attended  the 
country  school  at  such  times  as  there  was 
one  to  attend.  At  the  time  of  his  boyhood 
the  school  system  of  his  native  state  was 
not  like  the  perfect  one  of  to-day.  The 
people  of  each  district  met  every  spring 
and  voted  on  the  question:  "Tax  or  no 
tax, "  with  the  frequent  result  that  no  tax 
won.  The  teacher  was  usually  selected 
with  respect  to  his  muscle,  and  if  he 
could  convince  the  directors  that  he  could 
whip  any  two  boys  in  the  school,  he  was 
regarded  as  the  proper  man  for  the  place. 
As  a  result  of  all  this,  our  subject  could 
barely  read  and  write  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  The  people  of  his  section  were 
divided  on  the  question  of  secession,  and 
all  against  the  proposition  to  free  the 
negro.  Mr.  Cooper's  guardian  was  a 
southern  sympathizer,  but  the  young  man 
was  enthusiastic  for  the  cause  represented 
by  **old  glory."  He  ran  away  at  16,  and 
joined  a  Maryland  regiment,  serving 
throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  war. 
He  was  not  yet  20  years  old  when  peace 
was  declared  and  immediately  upon  arriving 
home  he  entered  school  to  prepare  himself 
for  the  vocation  of  teacher.  Two  years 
were  spent  in  Felton  seminary,  after  which 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  the  schools 
of  Felton  and  Hollandville.  He  came  to 
Iowa  in  May,  1870,  and  organized  a  sub- 
scription school  in  Missouri  Valley.  The 
venture  did  not  prove  a  success  financially, 
and  he  shortly  removed  to  f^remont  county, 
thence  some  months  later  to  Pottawattamie 
county,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
was  elected  county  superintendent  of 
schools  in  1879,  and  re-elected  in  1881;  was 
nominated  for  county  treasurer  in  1883, 
but  met  with  defeat.  During  the  next 
year  he  was  a  commission  dealer  and  book- 
keeper, but  gained  more  largely  of  expe- 
rience than  in  wealth.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  Council 
Bluffs  in  1885,  but  resigned  the  following 
year,  and  was  elected  principal  of  the 
Bloomer  school.  Again,  in  1887,  he  was 
elected  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
re-elected  in  1889,  and  again  in  1891.  In 
1893  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  county 
in  the  lower  branch  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, and  therein  made  a  record  satisfactory 
to  his  people.  In  1894  he  gave  up  his 
public  life  and  became  the  proprietor  of  a 
grocery  business,  in  which  he  is  at  present 
engaged. 

As  a  soldier  he  was  a  private  in  Com- 
pany D,  First  E.  S.  Maryland  volunteers. 
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He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, in  Lockwood's  brigade,  Williams' 
division.  Twelfth  Army  corps,  until  they 
crossed  the  Potomac,  when  his  regiment 
was  left  on  the  Maryland  side  to  guard  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Union  Veteran  Legion,  Maccabees, 
Royal  Arcanum  and  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  and  a 
member  of  Council  Bluffs  school  board  at 
the  present  time.  He  has  always  been  a 
democrat.  June  27,  1882,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Alice  Mottaz.  They  have  had  two 
children,  one  of  whom,  a  daughter  Flora, 
9  years  of  age,  is  living.  John  K.,  born 
August  21,  1884,  died  August  21,  1885. 


DEWELL,  James  S.,  is  at  the  head  of 
the  law  firm  of  Dewell  &  Garrison,  of  Mis- 
souri Valley.  He  has  been  county  at- 
torney of  Harrison  county  and  mayor  of 
Missouri  Valley,  and  has  held  many  minor 
positions  of  trust.  He  was  bom  in  Tipton, 
Cedar  county,  Iowa,  June  16,  1857.  He  is 
a  son  of  Nathaniel  Dewell,  who  was  bom 
in  Ohio,  but  moved  to  Indiana  in  an  early 
day  and  to  Iowa  in  1855,  locating  at  Tipton. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
accumulated  but  little  until  after  1865,  when 
he  was  very  successful,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  in  good  circumstances.  His 
wife  was  Winnie  Ann  McComb.  She  was 
a  native  of  Indiana,  was  married  there  and 
died  after  her  removal  to  Iowa  in  1865. 
The  first  member  of  the  Dewell  family  of 
whom  there  is  any  definite  history  was 
John  Dewell,  bom  in  Prance  in  1743.  He 
came  to  America  in  1776,  fought  in  the 
revolutionary  war  and  died  in  1803.  He 
left  four  sons,  Benjamin,  John,  Thomas 
and  Jesse.  Benjamin  married  Barbara 
Springer,  who  did  not  live  long,  and  he 
found  a  second  wife  in  an  estimable  woman 
named  Mary  Deats.  He  left  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Solomon,  Samuel, 
Charles,  Rachel  and  Truth.  The  family 
was  remarkable  for  the  size  of  its  members, 
none  being  less  than  six  feet  in  height  nor 
under  220  pounds  in  weight.  Solomon 
Dewell  was  bom  in  1788.  He  left  seven 
sons  and  six  daughters,  one  of  whom, 
Joshua,  served  through  the  Mexican  war, 
and  died  on  h  is  return  therefrom .  Ben j  amin 
went  overland  to  California  in  1843,  served 
as  a  soldier  during  the  Mexican  war,  and 
was  one  of  those  who  adopted  the  Bear 
flag  in  the  golden  state  at  that  time. 
Charles  and  John  enlisted  in  the  union 
army  at  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war,  and 
Charles    died    from    wounds    received  at 


Chickamauga,  Nathaniel  Dewell  belonged 
to  this  family  but  was  unable  to  join  his 
brothers  in  the  fight  for  their  country  on 
account  of  having  a  hand  disabled  in  youth. 
James  S.  Dewell  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Cedar 
county,  then  entered  the  State  College  of 
Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  at  -^nes, 
completing  the  regular  scientific  course  in 
November,  1881,  after  which  he  graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  the  Iowa  State 
university.  He  had  received  no  special 
business  or  professional  training  prior  to 
entering  college,  and  his  first  earnings 
were  received  as  a  farm  hand.  He  has  spent 


his  entire  life  within  the  confines  of  the 
state,  the  greater  part  of  his  time  since 
reaching  man's  estate,  at  Missouri  Valley. 
He  located  there  immediately  upon  com- 
pleting his  law  course,  and  formed  a  part- 
nership with  John  S.  McGavren,  who  re- 
tired in  1890  to  accept  the  position  of 
cashier  of  the  First  National  bank.  Mr. 
Dewell  conducted  the  business  alone  until 
July,  1896,  at  which  time  he  took  in  B.  S. 
Garrison,  the  firm  being  styled  Dewell  & 
Garrison,  still  existing.  Mr.  Dewell 
served  for  a  time  as  co\inty  attorney,  but 
his  practice  being  much  more  remunerative 
than  the  official  position,  he  gave  up  the 
office  and  devoted  himself  to  the  former. 
He  has  always  been  a  republican,  served 
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four  years  as  county  chairman  of  his 
county,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  the 
state  conventions  for  the  past  ten  years, 
with  few  exceptions.  He  was  a  candidate 
for  district  judge  in  1892,  but  suffered  de- 
feat with  the  rest  of  his  ticket  by  reason 
of  fusion  of  the  democratic  with  the  popu- 
listic  party.  In  1897  he  was  nominated  for 
state  senator  from  the  Harrison- Monona- 
Crawford  district,  but  as  the  fusion  majority 
in  the  district  was  1,600,  he  was  not  elected, 
though  he  greatly  reduced  the  adverse 
majority,  running  about  500  votes  ahead 
of  his  ticket  in  his  own  county.  In  1898  he 
was  elected  to  represent  the  Ninth  con- 
gressional district  on  the  republican  state 
central  committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic,  Modern  Woodmen  and  Knights 
of  Pythias  orders.  He  was  married  in 
October,  1893,  to  Miss  Emma  P.  Joy,  of 
Portage,  Wis. ,  who  for  several  years  had 
taught  school  at  Missouri  Valley  and  other 
places  in  Iowa. 


ST.  JOHN,  Hon.  R.  T.     A  man  of  stal- 
wart proportions  and  soldierly  bearing  is 


Hon.  R.  T.  St.  John,  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
General  Assembly,  representing  Mitchell 
county.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity, 
and  possesses  ability  of  a  high  order  as  a 


legislator.  He  was  born  July  14,  1846,  at 
Elizabeth,  Jo  Daviess  county.  111.,  where 
a  part  of  his  childhood  was  spent.  His 
father,  John  St.  John,  was  born  at  East 
St.  Louis,  111.,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war.  He  afterward  took  gov- 
ernment land  near  Preeport,  and  still  later 
entered  the  lead  mines  at  Galena.  He  is 
now  living  at  Riceville,  Iowa,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  83  years.  His  mother's 
name  before  marriage  was  Nancy  Poster. 
She  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and 
descended  from  one  of  the  first  families  of 
Virginia  A  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  Canada,  and  traded  with  the 
Indians  of  Illinois  in  an  early  day.  He 
later  become  a  fur  dealer  at  St.  Louis,  and 
died  there  at  the  age  of  106  years,  having 
retained  his  physical  strength  and  mental 
faculties  up  to  the  time  of  his  last  brief 
sickness. 

R.  T.  St.  John  earned  his  first  dollar  by 
picking  lead  ore  from  the  rubbish  in  the 
Galena  mines.  He  received  a  very  liberal 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  the 
Cedar  Valley  seminary.  After  coming  to 
Iowa  in  1859,  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  Mitchell  county.  The  nearest  market 
for  their  grain  and  cattle  was  McGregor, 
100  miles  away,  and  many  interesting  in- 
cidents of  marketing  trips  are  told.  He 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  at  the  age  of  16,  be- 
came a  member  of  Company  A,  Seventh 
Illinois  cavalry,  and  served  valiantly  until 
peace  was  declared,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm.  Several  winters  were 
spent  in  the  pine  regions  of  Wisconsin, 
where  he  **  roughed  it, ''  and  though  falling 
behind  the  times  in  style  of  dress  and  cut 
of  hair,  would  return  to  civilization  better 
in  health  and  purse  for  the  experience. 
He  later  owned  and  conducted  the  Rice- 
ville hotel,  and  handled  agricultural  imple 
ments.  At  the  present  time  he  is  the  owner 
of  the  Oak  Park  stock  farm,  located  within 
the  city  limits  of  Riceville,  Mitchell 
county,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  breed- 
ing fine  stock  of  various  kinds.  Among 
other  things  he  has  a  large  pigeon  ranch 
and  five  artificial  ponds,  which  are  fed  by 
springs  and  stocked  with  all  kinds  of 
game  fish,  including  rainbow  and  speckled 
trout. 

His  election  to  the  ofiice  of  constable 
gave  him  the  opportunity  to  break  up  sev- 
eral gangs  of  thieves,  and  brought  him 
into  prominence  as  excellent  material  for 
the  sheriff's  office,  and  in  the  fall  of  1881 
he  was  elected  sheriff.  He  was  continued 
in  that  place  for  five  terms,  being  elected 
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each  time  by  a  large  majority.  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  Iowa  Sheriffs' 
association  in  1888.  In  secret  societies  his 
affiliations  are  with  the  Knights  Templars, 
Odd  Fellows  and  G.  A.  R.  In  Masonry  he 
is  a  Shriner,  in  Odd  Fellowship  a  past 
officer  of  the  highest  rank,  and  in  the  G. 
A.  R.  a  past  grand  commander,  having 
been  the  first  commander  of  Frank  A. 
Brush  Post,  at  Osage.  During  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-sixth 
General  Assembles  he  was  a  member  of 
various  important  committees,  and  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  agriculture.  He 
was  prominent  in  the  work  of  recodifying 
the  laws,  and  gave  particular  attention  to 
agriculture,  taxation,  and  compensation  of 
public  officers.  That  his  first  term  was 
entirely  satisfactory  to  his  constituents  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was  renom- 
inated by  acclamation  and  elected  by  a 
majority  far  in  the  lead  of  the  state  ticket. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Addie  E.  Sayles, 
November  4,  1866.  They  have  had  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living:  Earl  R., 
18  years  old,  is  a  student  in  Grinnell  col- 
lege, and  Harry  D.,  10  years  of  age,  is  in 
the  Riceville  high  school. 


BALDWIN,  William  Wright,  of  Bur- 
lington, is  one  of  the  best-known  railroad 
attorneys  of  Iowa,  having  been  for  many 
years  associated  with  the  Burlington  com- 
pany. His  father,  Charles  Baldwin,  also  a 
lawyer  of  ability,  is  now  living  in  Keo- 
sauqua,  at  an  advanced  age,  and  was  one 
of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Van  Buren 
county,  coming  there  in  1840  from  Ohio. 
He  is  a  man  of  much  force  of  character 
and  the  highest  integrity.  Mr.  Baldwin's 
mother,  Rachel  Wright,  was  born  in  1816, 
and  came  from  Indiana  to  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  in  1840,  and  is  still  living  at 
Keosauqua.  The  Baldwins  are  direct  de- 
scendants of  John  Baldwin,  a  leader  in  the 
New  Haven  colony,  which  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1638.  He  settled  at  Milford,  Conn. 
Members  of  the  family  did  good  service  in 
the  revolution,  and  among  many  well- 
known  descendants  are  Abraham  Baldwin, 
a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
from  Georgia,  Judge  Nathaniel  Baldwin,  a 
distinguished  jurist  of  Connecticut,  and 
Hon.  John  W.  Daniel,  now  United  States 
senator  from  Georgia.  The  members  of 
his  mother's  family,  the  Wrights,  have  oc- 
cupied many  prominent  positions.  Hon. 
Joseph  A.  Wright,  Mrs.  Baldwin's  brother, 
was  governor  of  Indiana,  United   States 


senator,  and  twice  appointed  embassador 
to  Germany,  where  he  died  at  his  post 
in  Berlin.  Another  brother,  Hon.  George 
G.  Wright,  was  for  many  years  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  and  also 
United  States  senator. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Baldwin  was  born  Septem- 
ber 28,  1845,  at  Keosauqua,  Van  Buren 
county.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
that  city,  and  in  1860  and  1861  was  a  stu- 
dent at  Lane's  academy,  founded  by  Rev. 
Daniel  Lane,  one  of  the  celebrated  Andover 
Band  of  Congregational  ministers.  He 
entered  the  State  university  in  1862  from 
Keosauqua  and    graduated    in   1866.     He 


helped  to  found  the  Zetegathean  society, 
and  belonged  to  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  frater- 
nity. He  was  an  active  debater,  and  was 
thoroughly  identified  with  the  life  of  the 
university.  Upon  leaving  college,  be  en- 
tered the  Iowa  Law  school,  then  located  in 
Des  Moines,  and  afterwards  established  as 
the  law  department  of  the  State  university. 
He  graduated  from  the  law  school  in  1867, 
delivering  the  salutatory  address  of  the 
class.  While  a  law  student  he  earned  con- 
siderable money  copying  for  the  printer 
the  opinions  of  the  supreme  court,  and, 
upon  graduating,  had  a  capital  of  $75, 
after  paying  all  bills.  He  then  entered  the 
office  of  J.  C  and  B.  J.  Hall  at  Burlington 
as  a  clerk  and  office  boy,  and,  at  the  end  of 
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d*  year,  accepted  an  offer  to  become  a  part- 
ner of  the  late  Judge  Harrington,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  years,  and  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  former  em- 
ployers, J.  C.  and  B.  J.  Hall.  In  1879 
he  accepted  the  position  of  land  commis- 
sioner for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &Quincy 
Railway  company,  and  has  remained  in 
their  service  ever  since.  He  is  now  assist- 
ant to  the  president,  and  is  president  of 
the  St.  Louis,  Keokuk  &  Northwestern, 
and  other  branches  of  the  Burlington  sys- 
tetn.  He  was  one  of  the  active  promoters 
of  the  Burlington  &  Northwestern  railway, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  ever  since  it  was  organized. 
Thoroughly  public  spirited,  Mr.  Baldwin 
has  always  been  prominent  in  aiding  local 
enterprises.  He  has  been  president  of  the 
Burlington  school  board  for  many  years,  a 
trustee  of  the  public  library,  and,  from  its 
foundation,  president  of  the  Charity  Or- 
ganization society  of  Burlington.  He  is 
also  director  and  secretary  of  the  Opera 
House  company. 

While  at  college,  Mr.  Baldwin  enlisted, 
in  1864,  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Forty- 
fourth  Iowa  infantry,  and  was  discharged 
September  15,  1864,  by  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment.  The  service  of  his 
regiment  was  in  jvestern  Tennessee.  Mr. 
Baldwin  has  always  been  a  democrat,  and 
a  firm  believer  in  sound  money  and  a  low 
tariff. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  married  in  1870,  at  Des 
Moines,  to  Miss  Alice  Tuttle.  To  them 
four  children  have  been  born. 


HANCHETTE,  Dr.  John  L.,  of  Sioux 
City,  is  president  of  the  Hahnemann  Med- 
ical association  of  Iowa,  and  one  of  the 
leading  homeopathic  physicians  of  the 
west.  He  came  of  a  family  of  physicians, 
three  of  his  four  brothers  being  physicians. 
A.  P.,  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
is  at  Council  Bluffs;  W.  H.  is  at  Omaha  and 
J.  C.  is  at  Salt  Lake.  The  other  brother, 
F.  G.,  is  a  lawyer  in  Aurora,  111.  Their 
one  sister  is  Mrs.  Clark  Ravlin,  of  La 
Porte,  Iowa.  Dr.  John  L.  is  a  son  of  David 
and  Payette  Churchill  Hanchette,  and  was 
born  and  brought  up  on  a  farm  near  Kane- 
ville.  III.  He  comes  of  sturdy  old  New 
England  stock.  He  remained  on  the  home 
farm,  getting  what  education  he  could 
in  the  schools  of  that  vicinity  till  he  was  21 
years  old,  when  he  removed  to  Parker,  S. 


D.,  and  farmed  on  his  own  account  five  years, 
being  married  in  the  meantime,  before 
he  began  to  study  medicine.  He  took 
a  course  in  the  University  of  Chicago,  and 
graduated  with  high  honors  from  the  Chi- 
cago Homeopathic  Medical  college  in  1889. 
He  was  the  valedictorian  of  his  class. 
Armed  with  his  diploma,  good  health  and 
courage  he  went  at  once  to  Avoca,  where 
he  intended  to  locate,  but  within  a  month 
he  decided  that  Sioux  City  offered  a  better 
field,  as  it  was  then  in  the  height  of  its 
financial  glory  and  held  out  rich  promise 
to  the  young  and  energetic.  Dr.  Han- 
chette's  judgment  has  been  proved  uner- 
ring by  the  success  that  has  attended  his 
practice  in  Sioux  City,  where  he  has  risen 


to  a  position  of  comfort  and  distinction,  as 
his  election  to  the  presidency  of  the  state 
organization  of  his  school  of  medicine  at- 
tests. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homeopathy.  The  repub- 
lican party  represents  his  political  views, 
and  he  has  always  supported  it.  Dr.  Han- 
chette was  married  in  Parker,  S.  D.,  May 
20,  1885,  to  Miss  Maria  Louise  Stevens. 
They  have  three  children:  Anna  Payetta, 
born  July  5,  1886;  Ralph,  W.,  born  July  16, 
1888,  and  James  Harold,  born  September 
29,  1890.  The  family  belongs  to  the  Bap- 
tist church. 
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TEDPORD,  Judge  William  Hamill, 
who  at  this  writing  holds  a  judgeship  in  the 
Third  judicial  district  of  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Blount  county,  east  Tennessee,  November 
8, 1844.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Hamill  Tedford,  who  were  of  English  and 
Scotch  and  Scotch  descent,  respectively. 
Both  great-grandfathers  fought  on  the 
side  of  the  patriots  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  It  was  during  that  struggle  that 
John  Tedford  and  Mary  Paxton,  the  great- 
grandfather and  great-grandmother  of 
Judge  Tedford,  were  married  in  Rock- 
bridge county,  Va.  Mary  Paxton  belonged 
to  that  celebrated  family  of  Virginia  Pax- 
tons  from  which  sprung  Gen.  Samuel 
Houston,  of  Texas,  and  other  historic 
characters  in  the  ministry  and  the  profes- 
sion of  law.  The  grandfather  of  Judge 
Tedford  was  a  cousin  of  General  Houston, 
their  mothers  being  Paxtons.  This  grand- 
parent served  in  the  war  of  1812,  under 
General  Jackson,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
After  the  close  of  hostilities  he  removed  to 
east  Tennessee,  where  the  judge  was  born. 
The  family  came  to  Iowa  in  1851,  and 
located  on  a  farm,  where  the  education  of 
the  young  man  was  secured,  the  same  be- 
ing such  as  was  afforded  by  the  common 
schools  of  that  day.  At  the  age  of  16  he 
enlisted  in  Company  P,  Eleventh  Iowa  in- 
fantry, and  served  his  country  four  years, 
taking  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Vicksburg  and  Atlanta.  He  participated 
in  many  skirmishes  which  cannot  properly 
be  called  battles,  although  marked  by 
stubborn  fighting  and  considerable  loss  of 
life,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march 
to  the  sea. 

When  peace  had  been  declared  he  re- 
turned to  Iowa,  and  entered  the  State  uni- 
versity, graduating  from  the  law  depart- 
ment thereof  at  the  end  of  two  years  with 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  This  was  in  1869, 
and  in  September  of  the  same  year  he  set- 
tled at  Corydon,  Iowa,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Within  a  few 
years  he  built  up  an  extensive  practice, 
and  had  a  part  in  nearly  all  the  important 
litigation  in  the  county.  The  firm  of  Ted- 
ford &  Miles,  of  which  this  subject  was  a 
member,  in  the  case  of  the  State  of  Iowa 
V8.  Kabrich,  39th  Iowa,  page  277,  first  took 
the  position  in  our  supreme  court  that  the 
character  of  one  charged  with  an  offense 
is  not  in  issue,  unless  he  introduces  evi- 
dence relative  thereto.  This  point  was 
sustained  by  the  supreme  court,  making 
this  a  leading  case. 

The  judge  has  always  been  a  republican 


and  was  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
for  Iowa  in  1884.  He  was  elected  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  Third  judicial  district  in 
1890,  and  with  Judge  Towner,  his  associate, 
was  unanimously  renominated  in  1894. 
The  democratic  party  in  the  district  rati- 
fied the  nomination,  and  their  names  were 
placed  on  both  tickets,  so  that  the  election 
was  in  fact  almost  unanimous.  They  were 
both  again  re-elected  in  1898.  He  is  very 
active  in  the  work  of  his  party,  and  has 
been  called  upon  to  address  the  people  in 
different  parts  of  the  state  on  many  oc- 
casions of  importance.     As  an  interpreter 


of  the  law  he  has  few  equals,  and  his  record 
in  the  supreme  court  is  remarkable.  In 
the  six  years  that  he  has  held  a  seat  on 
the  bench  he  has  been  affirmed  in  almost 
every  case. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  celebrated  Crocker 
Brigade  association,  and  delivered  the 
biennial  address  at  the  reunion  of  that 
organization  at  Ottumwa,  September  26, 
1894,  of  which  address  it  was  said  by  the 
Ottumwa  Courier:  **  It  was  a  scholarly  and 
masterful  effort.  It  is  unhesitatingly  pro- 
nounced the  finest  address  ever  heard  at  a 
Crocker  Brigade  reunion. ' '  The  judge  is 
not  a  member  of  any  church,  although 
reared  a  Presbyterian.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma  Thomas,  daughter  of  Capt. 
W.  W.  Thomas,  of  Corydon,  June  22,  18^ 


pt. 
175, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


434 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


to  which  union  there  has  been  born  one 
child,  a  daughter.  She  is  named  Eva, 
born  July  9,  1877.  The  mother  and  daughter 
affiliate  with  the  Methodist  denomination. 
Judge  Tedford  has  one  of  the  handsom- 
est homes  in  Corydon,  and  is  in  good 
financial  circumstances.  He  is  a  director 
in  the  Wayne  County  State  bank,  and  a 
figure  in  the  busiaess  as  well  as  legal 
circles  of  that  section  of  the  state. 


WHITNALL,  William  Rolfe.  a  prom- 
inent physician  and  surgeon  of  Hastings, 
was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wis  ,  March  23, 


1852.  His  father  William  Whitnall,  a 
florist  by  trade,  settled  in  Milwaukee  in 
1844.  He  is  a  self-educated  and  thoroughly- 
informed  man,  deeply  interested  in  all  cur- 
rent topics  and  the  deeper  philosophic 
and  scientific  questions  that  underlie  them. 
He  is  a  man  who  attracts  people  to  him  in 
all  grades  of  society,  and  has  a  host  of 
friends  wherever  he  has  lived.  He  is  an 
active  worker  in  the  Unitarian  church. 
His  mother,  Lucy  Crosby  Rolfe  Whitnall, 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a 
woman  of  unusual  literary  ability  and  force 
of  character.  She  was  a  graduate  of  Hills- 
boro  seminary.  She  taught  school  in 
Georgia,  also  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  She 
was  for  many  years  a  valued  contributor  to 


the  Chicago  Inter  Ocean  and  local  news- 
papers of  southern  Wisconsin.  Dr.  Whit- 
nall *s  family  on  his  father's  side,  is  traced 
back  to  1600,  his  ancestors  being  merchants 
and  farmers.  His  mother  was  descended 
from  John  Rolfe,  one  of  the  heroes  of 
early  American  history.  Dr.  Whitnall's 
early  education  was  received  from  private 
instructors,  and  afterwards  at  Janesville, 
Wis. ,  in  the  public  schools.  While  a  stu- 
dent in  the  high  school  he  devoted  much 
of  his  time  to  music  and  painting.  He  pre- 
pared for  Michigan  university  at  Milton 
college,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1872  took  the 
university  work  of  the  freshman  year.  He 
then  taught  school  six  years  in  southern 
Wisconsin,  after  which  he  spent  a  part  of 
two  terms  in  the  State  normal  at  White- 
water, Wis.  He  was  a  very  successful 
teacher,  his  specialties  being  mathematics 
and  the  sciences.  But,  not  desiring  to  make 
a  life  work  of  teaching,  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  W.  St.  John, 
of  Janesville.  After  a  year  with  him  he 
entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  Chicago,  completing  his  course 
in  1884.  His  first  location  was  at  Alton, 
Kan.,  where  he  practiced  in  his  profession 
for  two  years.  In  1886  he  returned  to  Chi- 
cago to  practice,  also  to  perfect  himself  in 
the  polyclinics  and  hospitals  of  that  city. 
He  built  up  a  good  practice  during  his  six 
years'  stay  in  Chicago,  but  was  finally 
compelled  to  leave  there  on  account  of  his 
wife's  health,  removing  to  his  present 
home — Hastings,  Mills  county,  Iowa.  Fol- 
lowing his  father's  faith,  he  is  a  Unitarian. 
He  has  always  been  a  republican.  He  was 
coroner  of  Mills  county  from  1895  to  1899. 
At  the  beginning  of  McKinley's  adminis- 
tration he  was  appointed  examining  sur- 
geon of  the  United  States  Pension  board  at 
Glen  wood.  He  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  since  1884. 
He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  organized  the 
Lake  View  Lodge  No.  10,  of  Chicago.  For 
this  lodge  he  was  the  representative  in  the 
grand  lodge  for  two  years.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Humanity  Lodge  No.  378,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Mt.  Gerizim  No.  59,  R.  A. 
M.;  also  of  the  Chicago  Medical  society, 
and  Southwestern  Iowa  Medical  society. 
He  was  married  in  1885  at  Alton,  Kan.,  to 
Miss  Minnie  Cox,  a  woman  of  rare  intelli- 
gence and  culture,  who  was  educated  at 
Tabor  college.  They  have  four  children: 
Rolfe  Morse,  born  at  Alton,  Kan.,  in  1886; 
William  Cox,  born  in  Chicago  in  1888;  Min- 
nie Louise,  born  in  1892,  and  Helen  Lucy, 
born  at  Hastings  in  1894. 
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Dr.  Whitnall  is  well  known  among  his 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  as 
a  broad-minded,  progressive  man.  His  ad- 
vanced views  in  surgery,  and  upon  many 
impK>rtant  questions  pertaining  to  medicine, 
have  attracted  wide  attention  and  he  has 
been  requested  to  give  them  wider  publicity 
through  the  columns  of  medical  journals. 
He  is  a  practical  electrician  and  has  con- 
nected the  surrounding  country  with  ihis 
residence.  Much  of  the  necessary  appa- 
ratus was  manufactured  by  himself,  many 
of  the  lines  being  barbed  wire  fences. 


THOMPSON,  John  Poster.  Well 
versed  in  the  law  and  in  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  state  is  Mr.  J.  P.  Thompson, 
of  Forest  City.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
in  northern  Iowa,  in  only  moderate  circum- 
stances. His  mother  was  a  cousin  of  Sal- 
mon P.  Chase,  a  member  of  Lincoln's 
cabinet.  His  grandmother  on  his  father's 
side  was  a  sister  of  Sir  Thomas  Bell,  of 
Belfast,  Ireland,  who  was  a  leader  of  one 
of  the  Irish  rebellions.  Mr.  J.  P.  Thomp- 
son was  born  near  Carey,  Ohio,  September 
3,  1848.  His  parents  removed  to  Iowa  in 
1857,  at  which  time  Mr.  Thompson  was 
quite  young,  so  his  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  county  schools  of  the  old- 
fashioned  sort  in  Clayton  county.  This, 
however,  was  supplemented  with  a  special 
course  in  English,  Latin  and  mathematics 
in  the  Iowa  State  university.  His  legal 
education  was  obtained  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  same  university,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1875,  and  his  business  edu- 
cation at  a  branch  commercial  school  of 
Bryant  &  Stratton's.  After  graduating  he 
was  appointed  deputy  register  of  the  state 
land  office,  which  position  he  held  until 
1876,  at  which  time  he  resigned  and  re- 
moved to  Porest  City  to  engage  in  the 
practice  of  law.  In  1877  he  organized  the 
Winnebago  County  bank,  later  made  a 
state  bank,  of  which  he  is  the  vice-presi- 
dent. Mr.  Thompson  is  connected  one 
way  or  another  with  many  other  banking 
institutions  besides  the  one  which  receives 
his  personal  supervision.  He  is  one  of 
the  managers  of  the  Citizens  bank  of 
Britt,  the  Buffalo  Center  State  bank  and 
the  State  bank  of  Thompson.  Together 
with  his  brother,  he  organized  the 
Chicago  &  Iowa  Western  Railway  com- 
pany, which  built  the  Porest  City  division 
of  the  Burlington, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern, 
and  the  Chicago  &  Iowa  Western  Land  and 
Town  Lot  company,  an  organization  that 


has  done  much  in  the  way  of  developing 
that  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Thompson  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
Eighth  Iowa  cavalry,  but  was  rejected  on 
account  of  age.  In  a  second  trial  in  the 
Pourth  Iowa  battery  he  was  more  suc- 
cessful, being  made  battery  bugler.  He 
served  in  the  Gulf  department  under  Gen- 
erals Canby  and  Banks.  He  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  right  thigh  in  an  engage- 
ment in  northwestern  Louisiana,  and  was 
given  an  honorable  discharge,  having 
served  a  little  more  than  two  years,  and 
not  being  17  years  old  when  mustered  out. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was 


appointed  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Depart- 
ment Commander  Mills,  and  inspector- 
general  of  Iowa  by  Department  Commander 
Thompson.  He  is  present  commander  of 
Hayden  Post.  He  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican and  prohibitionist,  but  not  a  third 
party  prohibitionist;  was  chairman  of  the 
county  central  committee,  and  under  his 
administration  Winnebago  county  won  the 
Tippecanoe  banner.  He  was  at  one  time 
mayor  of  Porest  City,  president  of  its 
board  of  education  and  president  of  the 
board  of  trade.  Mr.  Thompson  had  the 
honor  to  be  one  of  the  two  delegates  to  the 
National  Parmers'  congress,  appointed  by 
Governor  Larrabee  and  reappointed  by 
Governor     Boies.     He     belongs    to     the 
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Masons,  Knights  Templars,  Odd  Fellows 
and  Knights  of  Pythias.  Several  years 
ago  he  united  with  the  Methodist  church, 
but  now  aflaiiates  with  the  Congregational- 
ists.  He  was  married  December  22,  1875, 
to  Miss  Julia  A.  Clark,  oldest  daughter  of 
Judge  Robert  Clark,  of  Winnebago  county, 
well  known  in  the  early  60's.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  are 
now  living. 


PAIRCHILD,  Dr.  David  S.,  who  was 
connected  with  the  Iowa  Agricultural  col- 
lege for  so  many  years,  is  now  division 


surgeon  for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
railway,  with  headquarters  at  Clinton. 
He  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Vt.,  September 
16,  1847.  His  ancestors  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Connecticut.  A  great- 
great-grandfather,  Abraham  Pairchild,  lo- 
cated in  Redding  in  1746,  where  he  reared 
a  large  family  of  children.  Six  sons  served 
in  the  continental  army.  Prom  Connecti- 
cut they  went  to  New  York,  then  Ohio, 
and  later  to  Wisconsin.  A  great-uncle  in- 
vented the  first  pin  machine,  and  for  many 
years  the  Pairchild  pin  was  well  known 
in  the  market.  Dr.  Pairchild 's  father,  Eli 
Pairchild,  settled  in  Pairfield,  Vt.,  in  1844, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Grace  D.  Sturges, 


was  bom  in  Pairfield  in  1817,  and  there 
married  Eli  Pairchild.  Her  father  was 
a  sea  captain,  and  migrated  from  Pair- 
field,  Conn.,  to  Pairfield,  Vt.,  in  1802.  The 
Sturges  family  was  among  the  pioneer 
families  of  Pairfield,  and  has  a  prominent 
place  in  the  early  history  of  Connecticnt. 
A  great-grandfather  on  that  side  was  chief 
justice  of  the  colony  at  the  time  of  the  out- 
break of  the  revolutionary  war. 

Dr.    David  S.    Pairchild    attended    the 
academies    of    Pranklin    and  Barre,   Vt., 
after  which  he  studied  medicine  for  a  time 
with  Dr.  J.  O.  Cramton,  of  Pairfield,  then 
attended  medical  lectures  at  the  University 
of  Michigan,  during  the  years  1866,  1867 
and   1868.     Pollowing  his  graduation  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  December,  1868,  he  located 
in  High  Porest,   Minn.,  where  for  three 
years  he  was  engaged  in  a  general  practice. 
He  located  in  Ames,  Iowa,  in  1872.     In  1877 
he  was  appointed  physician  to  the  Iowa 
Agricultural    college,    and    in    1879    was 
elected  professor  of  physiology  and  com- 
parative anatomy,  which  position  he  held 
until  1893,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the 
position    of    surgeon   for  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern,  covering  all  the  lines  of  that 
system  in  this  state.     He  had  served  as 
local   surgeon  for  this  road  in   1884,  and 
through  his  satisfactory  performance  of  the 
work  was  promoted  two  years  later  to  dis- 
trict surgeon;  in  1897  was  appointed  special 
examining  surgeon  for  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  system;  in  1882 
he  was  elected  professor  of  histology  and 
pathology  in  the  Iowa  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,   Des  Moines,  and  in 
1885  was  transferred  to  the  chair  of  path- 
ology and  diseases  of  the  nervous  system; 
in  1886  he  was  given  the  chair  of  theory 
and  practice,  since  which  time  no  change 
has  been  made.     Por  two  years  previous  to 
the  incorporation  of  the  college  as  a  part  of 
Drake  university,  he  served  as  its  presi- 
dent.    The  doctor  was  engaged  in  general 
practice  for  some  sixteen  years,  but  for  the 
past    eleven    years   has    devoted  himself 
almost  exclusively  to  consultation,  giving 
particular  attention  to  surgery  and  nervous 
diseases.     He    has  contributed  numerous 
articles  to  the  medical  journals,   and  his 
papers  have  attracted  wide  attention  in  the 
various  medical  societies.     He  has  always 
taken  a  great  interest  in  medical  organiza- 
tions.    In  1873  he  issued  a  call  to  the  pro- 
fession of  Story  county  to  meet  for  the  par- 
pose  of  forming  a  county  medical  society, 
and,  at  the  organization,  was  elected  its 
president.     In  1874  he  assisted  materially 
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in  organizing  the  Central  District  Medical 
society,  and  in  1886  was  made  its  president. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  society  in  1874,  was  elected  second 
vice-president  in  1886,  first  vice-president 
in  1894  and  president  in  1895  He  is  active 
in  the  work  of  the  Western  Surgical  and 
Gynecological  association,  and  fills  the 
position  of  president;  is  prominent  in  the 
American  Medical  association,  the  National 
Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  and  the 
American  Academy  of  Railway  Surgeons. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  International 
Medical  congress  in  1876;  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing the  Iowa  Academy  of  Sciences, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  Medical  society  to 
prepare  a  history  of  medicine  in  Iowa. 

Me  was  a  republican  until  1884,  when,  on 
account  of  the  party's  position  on  the 
tariff,  he  affiliated  with  the  democrats.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Wapsipinicon  club  and 
the  Masonic  order.  He  was  married  May 
1,  1870,  to  Miss  W.  C.  Tattersall,  daughter 
of  Hon.  W.  K.  Tattersall,  of  High  Forest, 
Minn.  They  have  three  children.  A  son, 
D.  S.  Fairchild,  Jr.,  M.  D. ,  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  practice,  and  is  now  major 
surgeon  of  the  Fifty -first  Iowa  volunteers, 
on  duty  in  the  Philippine  islands,  and 
Misses  Gertrude  and  Margaret  are  students 
in  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 


PORTMAN,  Reginald  Fitzhardinge 
Berkely,  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  in  the  city  of  Decorah.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Citizens  Savings  bank, 
and  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  this  office 
practices  law  and  deals  extensively  in  real 
estate.  Though  a  loyal  American,  Mr. 
Portman  is  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that  he 
has  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  the  English  nobility.  One  of 
his  ancestors,  Sir  William  Portman,  was 
lord  chief  justice  of  England  in  1655,  his 
uncle,  the  late  Edward  Berkely,  Viscount 
Portman,  was  lord  warden  of  the  Stan- 
naries in  Cornwall  and  Devon,  in  which 
are  among  the  most  valuable  tin  mines  of 
England,  and  was  lord  lieutenant  of 
Somerset  for  twenty -four  years.  The  Port- 
mans  of  to-day  own  over  300  acres  of  land 
in  the  heart  of  London,  including  Portman 
Square,  Bryanston  Square  and  Blandford 
Square,  besides  some  37,000  acres  in  the 
counties  of  Somerset,  Devon  and  Dorset. 
Mr.  Portman  is  a  first  cousin  of  the  second 
Viscount  Portman  and  also  of  Viscount 


Peel,  late  speaker  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, and  is  more  distantly  related  to  the 
duke  of  Somerset  His  father.  Rev.  Fitz- 
hardinge Berkely  Portman,  received  his 
master's  degree  at  Christ  Church  college, 
Ojcford.  He  was  canon  of  Wells  and  a 
fellow  at  All  Souls  college,  Oxford.  He 
had  three  curates  and  was  rector  of  five 

Sarisbes:  Staple  Fitzpaine,  Bickenhall, 
Orchard  Portman,  Thurlbear  and  Stoke 
St.  Mary,  all  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 
He  died  in  1894,  aged  83  years.  Mr.  Port- 
man's  mother  was  Frances  Darnell,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  William  N.  Darnell,  rector  of 
Stanhope,  Northumberland,  and  canon  of 
Durham.  She  died  at  the  age  of  78,  in  1889. 
R.  F.  B.  Portman  was  born  February 
20,  1853,  at  Staple  Fitzpaine,  county  of 
Somerset,  England,  and  was  educated  for 
the  life  of  a  sailor.  He  entered  her  majesty 's 
service  in  1864  and  served  as  a  midship- 
man, receiving  severe  injuries  in  con- 
sequence of  a  fall  at  sea.  After  long  con- 
finement in  the  hospitals  at  Malta  and 
Haslar,  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
the  injuries  he  had  received.  He  came  to 
America  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  19,  settling 
in  Iowa  at  Decorah,  his  present  home.  He 
spent  four  years  in  varying  lines  of  busi- 
ness, employing  himself  successfully  as  a 
farmer,  manufacturer  and  mechanic,  and  in 
1876  began  practicing  law,  which  he  had 
studied  at  odd  times  for  several  years.  He 
became  vice  president  of  the  Citizens  Sav- 
ings bank  of  Decorah  in  1886,  the  position 
he  now  holds.  He  also  does  a  large  busi- 
ness in  real  estate  and  loans,  and  still 
practices  his  profession,  confining  himself 
mostly  to  equity  and  probate  cases.  In 
August,  1898,  he  was  appointed  United 
States  referee  in  bankruptcy  for  the  district 
of  Winneshiek  county. 

In  politics  Mr.  Portman  is  independent. 
In  religion  he  is  still  loyal  to  the  church 
in  which  he  was  brought  up,  the  Episcopal. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order,  is  past 
master  of  Great  Lights  Lodge  No.  181,  at 
Decorah,  and  past  commander  of  Beauseant 
Commandery  No.  12.  He  is  past  grand 
treasurer  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and 
grand  treasurer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Iowa.  He  has  always  taken  great  interest 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  locality.  In 
1876  he  organized  the  volunteer  fire  de- 
partment of  Decorah,  and  was  its  first 
foreman  and  chief  engineer. 

Mr.  Portman  was  married  November  6, 
1878,  to  Caroline  S.  Warren.  They  have 
two  children,  a  daughter,  Frances  C,  born 
in  1880;  and  a  son,  JohnF.  B.,  born  in  1885. 
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STOUT,  Henry  Lane,  of  Dubuque,  is 
the  head  of  **The  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co. 
Company,*'  which  has  a  capital  of  $4,000,- 
000,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of 
its  kind  in  the  United  States,  and  probably 
in  the  world.  Mr.  Stout  is  an  illustrous 
example  of  that  class  of  men  who,  by  the 
employment  of  brain  and  energy,  have 
risen  to  a  high  and  honored  position.  His 
career  illustrates  forcibly  what  can  be  ac- 
complished by  energy,  perseverance, 
steadfastness  of  purpose  and  business 
ability.  He  was  bom  in  Huntington  county, 
N.  J.,  October  23, 1814.  His  father,  William 
Stout,  and  his  mother,  Eleanor  Lane  Stout, 


were  both  natives  of  New  Jersey.  His 
grandfather  was  a  participant  in  the  early 
history  of  the  country  and  fought  in  the 
revolutionary  war.  After  its  close  he  was 
a  member  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey 
many  years.  Their  son  Henry  was  reared 
on  the  farm,  where  he  acquired  the  habits 
of  industry  and  economy  which  have  so 
largely  contributed  to  his  subsequent  suc- 
cess. His  educational  advantages  were 
confined  to  the  public  schools.  In  his 
16th  year  he  began  life  for  himself  and 
worked  at  the  builder's  trade,  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  until  20  years  of  age.  In 
1836  he  settled  in  Dubuque  with  less  than 
$100  in  money,  but  possessed  of  good  health. 


a  hopeful  heart  and  a  purpose  to  grow  up 
with  the  country.  For  a  time  he  was  oc- 
cupied with  building  and  mining,  and  in 
both  was  moderately  successful,  though 
his  health  was  not  good  during  the  first 
ten  years  of  his  residence  in  Dubuque. 
The  country  was  somewhat  unhealthful  and 
physicians  advised  him  to  return  east,  but 
he  refused  to  do  so,  being  determined  to 
succeed  in  his  original  plan,  and  after  be- 
coming acclimated  he  enjoyed  the  best  of 
health.  In  1853  Mr.  Stout  invested  his 
capital  in  the  lumber  business,  purchasing 
an  interest  in  the  firm  of  Knapp  &  Taintor, 
which  was  then  a  small  business.  The 
name  was  changed  to  Knapp,  Stout  & 
Company,  and  Mr.  Stout's  influence  at 
once  made  itself  felt  very  strongly.  He 
infused  life  into  the  business,  and  success 
rewarded  the  combined  efforts  of  himself 
and  partners.  The  business  soon  grew  to 
gigantic  proportions.  Mr.  Stout  has  been 
interested  in  the  business  over  forty-six 
years,  and  he  and  his  partners  have  man- 
aged it  so  successfully  that  to-day  it  is  one 
of  the  largest  businesses  of  its  kind  in  the 
world,  and  the  oldest  under  one  firm  name. 
In  March,  1878,  the  concern  was  incorpo- 
rated as  "The  Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.  Com- 
pany," with  a  nominal  stock  of  $2,000,000, 
which  has  since  been  increased  to  $4,000,- 
000,  although  the  actual  cash  value  of  their 
holdings  is  several  times  larger  than  that 
amount.  The  present  ofiicers  (July,  1899,) 
are:  H.  L.  Stoat,  Dubuque,  president;  An- 
drew Taintor,  Meuomonee,  Wis.,  vice-pres- 
ident; L.  S.  Taintor,  Menomonee,  Wis., 
secretary;  John  H.  Douglas,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. ,  treasurer.  They  have  mills  and  yards 
at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  Cedar  Falls,  Wis.; 
Dubuque,  Iowa;  Menomonee,  Wis.;Downs- 
ville.  Wis.;  Port  Madison,  Iowa,  and  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  their  personal  and  real 
property  extends  from  Lake  Superior  to 
New  Orleans.  Their  annual  output  is 
about  125,000,000  feet.  The  policy  of  the 
company  has  always  been  to  encourage 
settlement  upon  their  cut  lands,  and  most 
liberal  terms  are  made  by  them  to  would-be 
settlers.  There  are  in  the  employ  of 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  at  the  present  time, 
hundreds  of  men  who  have  literally  grown 
gray  in  their  service,  many  of  them  having 
been  with  the  company  for  twenty -five 
years  or  more.  Faithful  service  is  ex- 
pected and  required  and  it  receives  a  liberal 
reward.  Besides  its  large  lumbering 
interests,  the  company  conducts  large 
stores  near  its  mills  where  large  amounts 
of  merchandise  are  annually  sold. 
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Mr.  Stout  has  always  been  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  horse  flesh  and  has  always  been  a 
lover  of  trotting  horses;  partially  to  gratify 
this  interest  and  also  partially  for  profit, 
he  and  his  younger  son,  Prank  D.  Stout, 
entered  into  the  business  of  breeding  and 
raising  the  highest  grade  of  trotting  stock. 
Highland  stock  farm  has  become  very 
prominent  and  there  some  of  the  finest  and 
most  valuable  trotting  horses  in  the  United 
States  have  been  bred  and  raised.  In  this 
business,  as  in  all  others  in  which  Mr. 
Stout  has  become  interested,  no  outlay  is 
considered  too  great,  and  no  exertion  too 
much  to  attain  eminent  success.  In  1886, 
the  private  citizens  of  the  west  were 
startled,  and  even  horsemen  were  surprised, 
when  P.  D.  Stout  paid  $22,000  for  the  stal- 
lion Nutwood,  at  that  time  16  years  old. 
That  they  were  justified  in  making  this 
expenditure  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  Nat- 
wood  became  the  **  king  of  trotting  sires,'* 
and  proved  a  remunerative  financial  in- 
vestment. He  leads  all  sires  of  his  age  in 
both  first  and  second  generations. 

Mr.  Stout  was  twice  elected  mayor  of 
Dubuque  and  has  filled  many  local  offices 
of  honor  and  trust.  He  has  been  a  director 
and  stockholder  in  most  of  the  railroads 
coming  to  Dubuque  and  takes  great  inter- 
est in  the  development  of  the  enterprises  of 
the  city  and  vicinity.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican,  but  his  business  has  engrossed 
all  his  time  and  left  none  for  political 
matters. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1845,  Mr.  Stout 
was  marHed  to  Miss  Eveline  Demming,  a 
native  of  New  York  state.  The  wedded 
life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stout,  which  began  so 
auspiciously,  was  rewai'ded  with  happiness 
and  prosperity,  and  the  faithful  wife  and 
mother  was  spared  to  see  her  children 
grow  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  These 
are  James  H.  Stout,  bom  in  September, 
1848;  Prank  D.  Stout,  born  in  March,  1854; 
Pannie  D.,  born  in  August,  1858,  now  Mrs. 
Pred  O'Donnell,  and  Jennie  E.,  born  in 
December,  1851,  now  Mrs.  A.  W.  Daugh- 
erty.     Mrs.  Stout  died  May  12,  1879. 

Such  is  a  brief  biography  of  Henry  L. 
Stout.  His  name  is  known  throughout  the 
entire  country;  he  has  climbed  the  ladder 
of  success  step  by  step  until  he  has  reached 
the  topmost  round,  and  now  he  can  look 
back  upon  his  career  and  say  truthfully 
that  his  life  has  been  well  spent.  His  has 
been  self- attained  success;  no  man  ever 
aided  him  in  business,  and  to-day  he  can 
safely  be  placed  among  the  most  success- 
ful men  of  the  west. 


SMOUSE,  Dr.  David  W.,  enjoys  one  of 
the  most  desirable  and  lucrative  practices 
in  the  city  of  Des  Moines.  He  is  a  native 
of  Maryland,  coming  from  one  of  its  best 
families.  He  was  educated  at  the  Rains- 
bury  seminary,  graduating  at  the  age  of  16. 
While  very  desirous  of  entering  upon  the 
study  of  medicine  at  once,  his  father  ob- 
jected because  of  the  hardships  necessary 
to  the  practice.  He  was  given  a  stock 
of  general  merchandise,  which  he  managed 
for  two  years;  but  as  he  spent  more  time 
over  his  books  than  in  the  store,  his  father 
closed  out  the  business  and  put  his  son 
in  the  Medical  college  of  the  University  of 


Maryland,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1876. 
Locating  at  once  at  Monroe,  Iowa,  he  re- 
mained in  active  practice  until  1880,  when 
he  removed  to  Des  Moines.  One  year  later 
he  married  Miss  Amanda  H.  Cummings,  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  The  doctor,  by  hard  work 
and  perseverance,  has  attained  distinction 
in  his  profession.  In  addition  to  his  city 
practice  he  has  also  a  large  consultation 
practice  throughout  the  state,  having  done 
work  in  almost  every  county  in  Iowa.  He 
is  a  member  and  a  regular  attendant  upon 
the  national,  the  state,  and  the  local  med- 
ical societies.  Outside  of  his  practice  the 
doctor  is  recognized  as  an  enterprising 
business  man,  having  done  much  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  Des  Moines.     He  is  a 
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director  of  two  of  the  banks,  president  of 
the  Citizens  Improvement  company,  and 
stockholder  in  many  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness companies  of  the  city. 


SMITH,  Samuel  Phancis,  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Davenport,  has  been  a  lawyer 
of  wide  reputation,  and  is  among  the  best 
known  bankers  in  the  state.  The  ancestors 
of  both  his  parents  were  of  the  Puritanic 
type,  coming  from  England  to  Massachu- 
setts early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  He 
is  the  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Francis  Smith, 
a  noted  Baptist  clergyman,  whose  name  is 


known  almost  the  world  over  as  the  author 
of  our  national  hymn  * 'America. "  He  was 
born  in  Boston,  December  9,  1808,  and  died 
November,  1895,  at  Newton,  Mass.  He 
graduated  from  Harvard  university  in  1829, 
being  a  classmate  of  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes,  who  refers  to  him  in  his  poem, 
**TheBoys.''  Mr.  Smith's  mother,  Mary 
White  Smith,  whose  name  was  not  chansred 
by  her  marriage,  was  born  in  1813,  and  is 
still  living.  Her  grandfather.  Rev.  Heze- 
kiah  Smith,  was  for  forty  years  pastor  of  a 
Baptist  church  in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  and 
served  as  a  chaplain  in  the  revolutionary 
war. 

S.  P.  Smith,  Jr.,  was  born  September 
5,  1836,  at  Waterville,  Me.     His  education 


was  obtained  largely  through  private  in- 
struction from  his  father,  who  thus  fitted 
him  to  enter  Harvard,  and  carried  him 
through  the  freshman  year.  Over- work  as 
a  student  caused  his  health  to  fail,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  his  studies  for  a 
time;  but  he  afterwards  completed  the 
course  by  studying  alone  at  odd  times. 
During  this  time  he  clerked  several  years 
in  Boston,  serving  at  different  times  in  a 
wholesale  drug  store,  the  office  of  a  manu- 
facturing company,  and  a  book  store.  In 
1856  he  came  to  Chicago,  and  after  clerk- 
ing a  few  months  in  a  store  was  sent  to 
Davenport,  to  a  branch  establishment. 
Having  always  desired  to  become  a  lawyer, 
he  began  the  study  of  law  in  1857  in  the 
office  of  Judge  James  Grant,  at  Davenport, 
and  only  four  years  later  was  taken  in  as  a 
partner.  The  firm  did  a  large  business  in 
the  collection  of  defaulted  city  and  county 
bonds,  and  their  income  increased  with 
wonderful  rapidity.  Mr.  Smith's  portion 
in  1862,  amounted  to  only  $200,  while  in 
1873,  the  last  year  of  the  copartnership, 
it  was  over  $50,000.  The  Mark  Howard 
case,  ended  in  1873  was  one  of  the  most 
notable  in  which  they  were  engaged.  It 
arose  out  of  bonds  of  various  cities 
and  counties  in  aid  of  the  Mississippi 
&  Missouri  railway,  and  resulted  in  secur- 
ing $1,000,000  for  the  firm's  clients,  and 
their  attorney  fee  was  $100,000,  probably 
the  largest  fee  that  had  then  ever  been  paid 
in  the  state. 

In  the  fall  of  1873,  Mr.  Smith's  health 
failed,  due  to  overwork,  and  to  recuperate 
he  went  with  his  family  to  Europe,  remain- 
ing nearly  three  years,  visiting  the  principal 
cities  and  points  of  interest  on  the  continent. 
Since  his  return  to  Davenport  in  1876,  he 
has  not  practiced  law,  but  has  been  engaged, 
more  or  less,  in  banking.  He  helped  or- 
ganize the  Davenport  National  bank  many 
years  ago,  and  has  been  connected  with 
it  ever  since,  much  of  the  time  as  presi- 
dent or  vice-president,  retiring  from  the 
presidency  in  January,  1895.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Union  Savings 
bank,  and  is  now  a  director  audits  attorney. 
Prom  June,  1892,  to  June,  1893,  he  was 
president  of  the  Iowa  State  Bankers'  asso- 
ciation, an  office  which  can  be  held  for  a 
period  of  but  one  year,  and  in  1898  was 
vice-president,  for  Iowa,  of  the  American 
Bankers'  association. 

Mr.  Smith  has  always  been  a  republi- 
can, and  has  held  numerous  important 
local  offices.  He  served  on  the  city  council 
for  four  years,  retiring  in  April,  1893,  and 
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during  his  term  of  service  started  the 
movement  which  resulted  in  the  paving  of 
Davenport's  principal  streets,  and  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  paving  and 
financial  committees,  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  both  parties.  In  1897  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Davenport,  being  the 
first  republican  to  fill  that  office  since  1883. 
In  1896  the  democratic  majority  was  1,035, 
and  in  1897  Mr.  Smith's  majority  was  326. 
He  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  interests  of 
the  city,  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
many  public  enterprises.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Davenport  Business  Men's 
association,  and  of  the  Children's  Home 
society  of  the  state,  has  been  a  director  of 
the  Academy  of  Science,  and  now  serves  in 
that  capacity  in  the  Ladies'  Relief  associ- 
ation and  the  Davenport  Library  associa- 
tion. He  has  been  vice-president  of  the 
Iowa  Sons  of  the  Revolution  ever  since  its 
organization,  and  is  now  its  president,  and 
also  holds  the  position  of  deputy-governor 
of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  for  Iowa. 
He  was  in  early  life  a  Baptist,  but  trans- 
ferred his  membership  to  the  Congrega- 
tional church  some  years  after  bis  marriage, 
his  wife  belonging  to  that  denomination. 

He  was  married  August  17,  1863,  to 
Mary  Reed,  daughter  of  Rev.  Julius  Reed, 
D.  D.,  of  Davenport.  They  have  one  child, 
Anna  R.,  who  was  born  September  15, 
1870,  and  who  is  still  at  home  with  her 
parents. 


ALLISON,  George  R.,  of  Rockwell 
City,  was  born  at  Oriskany,  Oneida  county, 
N.  Y.,  August  3,  1842.  His  father,  Rob- 
ert Allison,  was  a  noted  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, and  for  thirteen  years  was  connected 
with  the  Leeds  infirmary  in  England.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  1840  and  settled  in 
central  New  York.  Partber  down  the  line 
on  the  father's  side,  the  ancestors  were 
prosperous  English  farmers,  and  direct 
descendants  of  Richard  Baxter,  an  eminent 
English  divine.  On  the  maternal  side  the 
family  for  generations  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  woolen  goods  on  a  large  scale. 
George  R.  Allison  attended  the  common 
schools  until  16  years  of  age,  when  he  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a  country  store  in  Oris- 
kany, N.  Y.  For  his  services  during 
the  first  year  he  received  a  salary  of 
$8  per  month,  without  board.  But  as  his 
parents  furnished  the  board  and  provided 
the  clothing,  the  lad  had  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  salary  remaining  at  the  end  of  the 
year.     That  he  made  himself  useful,  not- 

29 


withstanding  his  meager  salary,  would  ap- 
pear from  the  fact  that  he  remained  with 
the  firm  for  ten  years,  and  at  the  time  of 
resigning  the  position  was  receiving  a 
much  larger  salary  than  is  usually  paid 
for  like  work.  His  next  position  was 
with  the  Oriskany  Knitting  Mill  company, 
as  bookkeeper,  where  he  remained  for 
one  year,  and  then  removed  to  Illinois, 
and  purchased  an  interest  in  a  gen- 
eral store  in  the  town  of  Turner,  near 
Chicago.  After  four  years  of  prosperous 
business,  the  interests  in  Turner  were  dis- 
posed of,  and  he  engaged  in  merchandising  . 
in  Manson,  Iowa,  where  for  eleven  years 


he  carried  on  a  business  of  such  propor- 
tions as  is  rarely  built  up  in  a  small  town. 
In  speaking  of  the  incidents  in  his  money- 
making  career  which  remain  lastingly  with 
him,  Mr.  Allison  relates  that  his  first  dollar 
was  earned  in  sawing  and  splitting  four 
cords  of  wood  for  a  neighbor.  He  still  in- 
sists that  it  was  the  longest  and  highest 
and  broadest  pile  of  wood  that  was  ever 
piled  together. 

Mr.  Allison  has  been  frequently  honored 
with  elective  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. He  was  the  first  recorder  of 
the  incorporated  town  of  Manson,  was 
supervisor  of  Calhoun  county  for  three 
years,  and  subsequently  served  as  county 
treasurer  for  six  years.     At  present  he  is 
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engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan  and  abstract 
business,  having  purchased  a  one-half  inter- 
est in  the  Pioneer  Abstracting  company  of 
that  county.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican, 
and  has  held  the  several  offices  heretofore 
mentioned,  at  the  hands  of  that  party.  He 
is  a  Mason;  has  been  warden,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  his  home  lodge.  In  religion 
he  is  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  faith. 
June  9, 1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
F.  Seaman,  and  from  that  union  there  have 
resulted  four  children :  Emma  P. ,  Mary  E. , 
Robert  S.,  and  Gary  J.  Allison. 


McARTHUR,  William  Corse,   is  an 
influential  young  lawyer  and  republican 


politician  of  Burlington,  the  first  republi- 
can to  be  elected  to  the  state  senate  from 
that  county  in  many  years.  Senator  Mc- 
Arthur  was  born  in  the  city  of  his  residence 
and  he  comes  from  two  historic  families. 
His  father,  Martin  C.  McArthur,  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  who  opened  iip  and 
developed  the  express  lines  of  the  north- 
west territory,  acquiring  a  competency, 
and  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Burlington.  He  was  born  in 
New  York.  The  senator's  mother,  Vir- 
ginia Corse  McArthur,  was  a  native  of 
Illinois  and  is  a  sister  of  Gen.  John  M. 
Corse,  of  Allatoona  fame,  one  of  the  most 


distinguished  soldiers  Iowa  contributed  to 
the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Her  father  was 
prominent  in  democratic  state  politics. 
Mrs.  McArthur  was  deeply  interested  in 
religious  and  charitable  work.  The  Corse 
family  were  French  Huguenots  and  settled 
in  Maryland  in  the  Seventeenth  century, 
afterwards  going  to  Virginia  and  inter- 
marrying with  the  Marshall  family,  of 
which  Chief  Justice  Marshall  is  the  best 
known.  The  family  was  prominent  in  the 
revolutionary  and  civil  wars.  The  Mc- 
Arthur family  was  of  Scotch  origin.  The 
parent  branch  settled  near  Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  John  McArthur,  grandfather  of 
the  senator,  was  banished  from  Scotland 
on  account  of  being  a  non-conformist,  bat 
through  influence  at  court  was  pardoned. 
Being  disgusted  with  that  form  of  govern- 
ment which  could  deprive  him  of  his 
natural  rights,  he  came  to  America,  and 
settled  in  New  York. 

Senator  McArthur  received  his  early 
education  from  his  mother  and  did  not 
enter  school  until  after  he  was  8  years  old. 
He  was  first  sent  to  a  German  school  and 
mastered  that  language.  Subsequently  he 
attended  the  Institute-college,  of  Burling- 
ton, where  he  prepared  for  college  and 
entered  the  Chicago  university  in  1878;  re- 
maining there  one  year,  he  then  went  to 
Cornell  university,  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  grad- 
uating with  the  class  of  1881.  He  spent 
the  winter  of  1881  and  1882  at  Columbia 
Law  school,  in  New  York  city,  and  was 
examined  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Iowa 
in  July  following.  He  was  orator  of  his 
class  in  the  senior  year  of  college  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Zeta  Psi  Greek  letter  frater- 
nity. He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law 
in  Burlington  in  July,  1882,  and  has  con- 
tinued successfully  in  the  practice  since 
that  time.  He  has  always  been  an  active 
republican  and  was  connected  with  the  in- 
ternal revenue  service  as  deputy  collector. 
He  served  as  a  colonel  on  the  staffs  of 
Governors  Jackson  and  Drake,  and  has 
long  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Burlington  Free  Public  library. 
He  was  elected  to  the  Twenty-sixth  (Jen- 
eral  Assembly  in  1895,  running  581  votes 
ahead  of  his  ticket.  During  that  session 
he  took  a  leading  part  in  securing  the 
passage  of  a  bill  permitting  the  manufacture 
of  liquor  in  the  state,  as  its  sale  had  al- 
ready been  authorized,  and  the  business 
interests  of  his  district  demanded  that  an 
article  which  could  be  sold  might  also  be 
manufactured.  He  introduced  and  secured 
the  passage  of  a  drainage  bill  redeeming 
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thousands  of  acres  of  low  land  bordering 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  a  bill  prevent- 
ing city  councils  from  granting  or  extend- 
ing franchises  to  quasi-public  corporations, 
such  as  water  and  electric  light  works,  with- 
out first  submitting  the  same  to  a  direct 
vote  of  the  people;  also  one  requiring  street 
car  companies  to  vestibule  their  cars  for 
the  protection  of  employes  during  the 
winter  months,  and  making  the  liability  of 
such  corporations,  in  personal  injury  cases, 
the  same  as  railway  companies.  He  had 
an  influential  and  prominent  part  in  all  the 
important  legislation  coming  before  the 
legislature  during  the  special  session  when 
the  new  code  was  made.  In  1897  he  was 
elected  to  the  state  senate  from  Des  Moines 
county  as  the  personal  representative  of 
United  States  Senator  John  H.  Gear,  and 
his  work  in  the  upper  body  of  the  legisla- 
ture fully  bore  out  the  reputation  he  had 
earned  in  the  preceding  general  assembly, 
as  a  valuable  legislator. 


HAMILTON,  J6hn  D.  Miller,  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  successful  law- 
yers of  southeastern  Iowa,  lives  at  Port 
Madison,  and  is  attorney  for  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  &  Santa  Pe  Railway  company,  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  <fe  Quincy  Railway  com- 
pany, and  other  corporations .  He  comes  of  a 
good  old  family,  his  father,  John  S.  Hamil- 
ton, having  been  a  member  of  the  legislature 
of  two  states,  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa. 
The  senior  Hamilton  was  a  lawyer,  too,  and 
lived  in  Pittsburg,  where  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  bom,  July  18,  1851.  His 
mother  was  Sara  Miller,  daughter  of  John 
D.  Miller  and  Ruth  Miller,  Mr.  Miller  be- 
ing a  prominent  coal  merchant  in  Pitts- 
burg. The  Hamilton  family  is  a  historic 
one,  first  attaining  fame  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  and  the  south  of  Scotland  during 
the  career  of  Mary  Stuart.  The  Miller 
family  is  of  German  descent,  coming  from 
Strasburg,  the  capital  of  Alsace-Lorraine. 
The  Hamiltons  moved  from  Pittsburg  to 
Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  in  1854,  and  the  father 
was  killed  by  the  accidental  discharge  of 
a  cannon  in  Port  Madison,  while  celebrat- 
ing the  election  of  James  Buchanan  to  the 
presidency.  After  his  father's  death,  the 
young  son  received  a  common  school  edu- 
cation and  then  entered  Knox  college,  in 
Galesburg,  111.  After  completing  the 
course  there  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and 
graduated  from  the  St.  Louis  Law  school, 
one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  He  also 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  John  Van 


Valkenburg,  at  Port  Madison,  and  in  1876 
was  admitted  to  partnership  with  Mr.  Van 
Valkenburg,  continuing  till  1890,  when  the 
latter  died.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  been  con- 
nected with  much  of  the  most  important 
litigation  of  Lee  county,  and  has  continued 
in  practice  alone  since  the  death  of  his 
partner.  In  1878  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected 
to  the  Iowa  legistature  as  a  democrat,  and 
he  has  always  acted  with  that  party.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  figures  in 
the  party  councils  of  the  state.  In  1886  he 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  resolu- 
tions of  the  democratic  state  convention. 
Por  four  years  he  was  city  attorney  of  Port 


Madison  and  for  six  years  held  the  office  of 
mayor.  He  was  a  democratic  candidate 
for  presidential  elector  for  the  Pirst  district 
in  1880.  Governor  Sherman  appointed  Mr. 
Hamilton  a  member  of  the  commission  to 
locate  and  build  the  southwestern  hospital 
for  the  insane,  in  1884.  The  hospital  was 
located  in  Clarinda,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  has 
been  a  trustee  ever  since,  having  been 
repeatedly  elected  by  the  legislature. 
Though  he  has  been  an  active  democrat  all 
his  life,  Mr.  Hamilton  has  not  been  an  ap- 
plicant for  office.  He  has  preferred  to 
stick  to  his  law  practice,  and  though  starting 
in  life  without  means,  he  has  acquired  a  fair 
competence  and  enjoy  s  a  very  lucrative  prac- 
tice.   Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
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Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Masonic 
lodges,  and  was  grand  chancellor  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  for  the  state  of  Iowa, 
and  one  of  its  supreme  representatives. 
During  his  term  as  grand  chancellor,  1,500 
members  were  added  to  the  order  through 
his  efforts.  As  he  is  frequently  in  Chicago 
on  business,  Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  member  of 
the  Union  League  club.  In  1878  he  was 
married  to  Mary  M.  Rice,  daughter  of  J. 
M.  and  Kate  Rice.  Two  sons  have  been 
born  to  them:  Hale  R.  Hamilton  and  J. 
D.  M.  Hamilton,  Jr.  The  family  belongs 
to  the  Presbyterian  church. 


PIPER,  Prank  Talcot,  of  Sheldon,  is 
among    the  successful    men  whose  lives 


have  been  spent  in  Iowa  journalism.  He 
was  born  in  Maquoketa,  Jackson  county, 
Iowa,  July  19,  1856,  but  removed  to  Green 
Springs,  Ohio,  with  his  parents  when  but 
a  child.  There,  when  a  little  boy,  he 
watched  the  soldiers  march  away  to  fight 
for  the  union,  lamenting  the  fact  the 
while  that  he  was  not  old  enough  to 
go  with  them.  In  1868  the  family  returned 
to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  homestead  near 
Newell,  Buena  Vista  county.  In  1870  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  in  the  office  of  the 
Newell  Times,  under  John  T.  Long.  Later 
he  was  employed  on   the  Sentinel  at  Le 


Mars;  then  on  the  Times  and  Leader  at 
Cherokee,  and  in  1873  located  at  Sheldon, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  ever  since 
in  the  publication  of  the  Mail.  The 
early  education  of  Mr.  Piper,  like  that  of 
many  another  successful  professional  man, 
was  limited  in  its  advantages,  and  had  to 
be  secured  largely  by  home  study.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  a  few  terms 
only,  but  studied  with  determination,  and 
when,  subsequently,  he  entered  McClain's 
academy  at  Iowa  City,  found  no  trouble  in 
keeping  abreast  of  his  class.  He  remained 
there  but  two  terms,  however,  being  com- 
pelled at  the  end  of  that  time  to  go  to  work 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  his  purse,  and 
all  future  schooling  was  in  Ihe  broad  and 
engrossing  field  of  journalism.  Beginning 
as  an  employe  in  the  Mail  office,  on  the 
munificent  salary  of  $2  per  week  and 
board — the  board  consisted  of  such  tooth- 
some dishes  as  were  prepared  by  his  em- 
ployer, who  kept  bachelor's  hall  and  did 
his  own  cooking,  at  his  homestead  a  mile 
or  so  from  the  town — he  plodded  on  perse- 
veringly,  and  ultimately  became  the  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  paper,  which,  under 
his  management,  has  prospered  in  every 
way.  He  has  never  taken  a  partner,  pre- 
ferring to  bear  all  the  burdens  of  the  busi- 
ness for  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  the  un- 
divided profits  thereof. 

In  politics  Mr.  Piper  is  a  republican, 
and  was  postmaster  of  Sheldon  for  four 
years,  under  Harrison's  administration. 
He  was  an  alternate  from  the  Eleventh 
congressional  district  in  the  Chicago  con- 
vention which  nominated  James  G.  Blaine 
for  the  presidency.  He  is  a  Mason,  an 
Odd  Fellow  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  but 
belongs  to  no  religious  sect. 

July  2,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Eva  Bronson,  of  Sheldon.  They  have  had 
two  children:  Arvilla  Elizabeth  and  Roscoe 
Bronson  Piper.  The  first  was  taken  away 
by  death  at  the  age  of  10;  the  second,  who 
is  now  about  17  years  of  age,  has  taken  a 
preparatory  course  of  two  years  at  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  but  is  at  present  in  the  high 
school  at  Sheldon. 

In  1895  Mr.  Piper  was  a  candidate  for 
the  nomination  for  state  senator  in  the 
Forty-ninth  district,  comprising  Sioux, 
O'Brien,  Lyon  and  Osceola  counties,  but 
as  each  county  had  a  candidate  the  result 
was  a  deadlock,  which  lasted  two  days. 
On  the  1,635th  ballot  Mr.  Piper  withdrew 
his  name  and  threw  his  support  to  Henry 
Hospers,  of  Sioux  county,  resulting  in  the 
nomination  of  that  gentleman. 
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CRAVATH,  Samuel  Austin,  of  Grin- 
nell,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  at 
Ck>iineaut,  Crawford  county,  September  27, 
1836.  His  father,  James  Cravatb,  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  who,  after  his  mar- 
riage, settled  on  a  farm  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  died  at  an  early  age,  leav- 
ing three  sons.  The  mother,  Emily  Davis 
Cravath,  also  of  New  York,  was  a  woman 
of  fine  musical  attainments,  and  a  singer 
of  considerable  local  prominence.  The 
name  Cravath  is  of  uncertain  origin.  The 
Cravaths  of  this  country  trace  their  origin 
to  an  ancestor  who  settled  m  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  1679,  and  who  probably  came 
from  near  Bristol,  Eng.  The  name  has 
been  found  in  south  central  Europe  as 
well  as  in  England.  Grandmother  Bing- 
ham Cravath  was  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
Bingham,  from  whom  Bingham  ton,  N.  Y., 
was  named.  He  was  an  officer  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  who  lived  to  be  104  years 
of  age.  The  immediate  ancestors  of  the 
family  were  New  England  people  from 
northern  Connecticut.  They  moved  to 
western  New  York,  and  were  all  prosper- 
ous farmers  of  good  education.  The  boy- 
hood days  of  S.  A.  Cravath  were  spent  on 
a  farm  near  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  in  a  thrifty 
Yankee  community  in  Gainesville,  Wyo- 
ming county,  N.  Y.  In  1852  he  entered 
the  preparatory  department  of  Oberlin  col- 
lege and  continued  his  studies  in  connec- 
tion with  that  institution  until  August, 
1858,  when  he  graduated,  taking  the  degree 
of  bachelor  of  arts.  On  account  of  his 
standing  as  a  classical  student,  he  was 
selected  to  teach  Latin  and  Greek,  in  the 
institution  in  connection  with  the  pursuit 
of  his  other  studies.  He  also  spent  the 
three  months  of  winter  vacation  teaching, 
either  in  common  schools  or  schools  of 
higher  grade,  in  order  to  secure  the  means 
to  complete  his  college  course.  Honors 
and  prizes  were  not  allowed  in  Oberlin 
college  in  those  years.  Immediately  after 
graduating,  he  assumed  the  principalship 
of  Madison  seminary,  at  Madison,  Ohio,  in 
which  position  he  remained  three  years, 
serving  also  as  one  of  the  county  examin- 
ers of  teachers.  During  the  years  1862 
and  1863,  he  superintended  the  public 
schools  of  Marion,  Ohio,  studying  medicine 
meanwhile.  In  the  winter  of  1863-4,  he 
took  a  course  of  lectures  in  Starling  Medi- 
cal college,  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  In  the 
spring  of  1864  he  completed  a  course  of 
lectures  at  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  and  received  the  degree 
of  M.  D.     He  began  the  practice  of  medi- 


cine in  the  city  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  but 
moved  to  Mitchell,  Mitchell  county,  Iowa, 
in  October,  1865,  and  continued  in  the 
practice  there  until  1872.  He  established 
the  Mitchell  County  News,  now  called  the 
Osage  NewSy  in  1869,  and  edited  it  for  two 
years,  in  connection  with  his  practice. 
Soon  after  he  took  charge  of  the  paper,  a 
county  convention  put  in  nomination  a 
candidate  for  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  who  had  little  qualification  for  the 
place.  The  News  nominated,  and  by  its 
support  secured  the  election  of,  the  first 
woman  to  hold  the  office  of  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools  in  Iowa,  Miss  Julia  C. 


Addington.  Finding  his  double  work  too 
great  a  burden,  Dr.  Cravath  sold  the  News 
in  1871;  but  a  few  months  of  freedom  con- 
vinced him  that  he  could  not  easily  lay 
aside  newspaper  work,  and  he  decided  to 
return  to  it  in  a  larger  field.  January  11, 
1872,  he  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  Grin- 
nell  Herald,  of  J.  M.  Chamberlain,  and  soon 
after  secured  the  whole  plant.  With  the 
exception  of  a  brief  partnership  with 
Col.  S.  P.  Cooper,  he  continued  as  sole 
proprietor  until  1879,  when  he  sold  a  half 
interest  to  Albert  Shaw,  now  editor  of  the 
American  monthly  Review  of  Bevimcs.  After 
a  partnership  of  three  years,  Mr.  Shaw 
received  an  appointment  on  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Minneapolis  Tribune,    and   Dr. 
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Cravath  bought  back  bis  interest  and  was 
sole  editor  and  proprietor  until  1890,  when 
he  sold  a  half  interest  to  Hon.  W.  G.  Ray. 
This  partnership  continued  until  August, 
1894,  when  on  account  of  his  health,  he 
decided  to  retire  from  the  business  and 
sold  all  his  interest  in  the  plant  to  Ronald 
McDonald,  who  was  for  ten  years  night 
editor  of  the  New  York  Times,  During  the 
twenty-three  years  of  Dr.  Cravath's  con- 
nection with  the  Herald^  it  grew  from  a 
very  meagerly  furnished  country  printing 
office,  occupying  a  single  room,  to  a  well 
equipped  establishment  with  five  printing 
presses  and  the  complete  machinery  of  a 
publishing  house,  including  a  bindery,  and 
occupying  both  stories  of  a  brick  building 
of  its  own,  built  with  elevator  power  and 
other  modern  conveniences.  In  1878,  the 
Herald  was  changed  from  a  weekly  to  a 
semi-weekly  paper,  and  has  been  issued  in 
that  form  until  the  present  time.  It  has  al- 
ways been  republican  in  politics  and  con- 
servative but  positive  in  its  utterances. 
The  whole  establishment  went  up  in 
flames  in  a  fire  which  consumed  the  core 
of  Grinnell,  June  12,  1889.  Within  sixty 
days,  it  was  rebuilt  in  a  better  and  more 
substantial  manner.  During  his  residence 
in  Grinnell,  Dr.  Cravath  has  held  several 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He 
was  secretary  of  the  school  board  for  fif- 
teen years,  served  several  years  as  a  di- 
rector and  president  of  the  Grinnell  Build- 
ing, Loan  and  Savings  association;  has 
been  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First 
National  bank  of  Grinnell  for  more  than  a 
decade;  also  director  and  second  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Merchants  National  bank  of 
Grinnell,  president  of  the  Grinnell  Sav- 
ings bank,  and  one  of  the  trustees  of  Iowa 
college. 

During  the  presidency  of  Benjamin  Har- 
rison, he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Grinnell,  and  held  the  office  four  years. 
With  these  exceptions,  and  one  term  as 
school  director,  he  has  kept  aloof  from 
public  office  and  candidacy. 

S.  A.  Cravath  became  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  church  when  a  young 
man,  under  the  ministry  of  Charles  G. 
Finney,  who  was  president  of  the  college 
and  pastor  of  the  only  church  in  Oberlin  at 
that  time.  He  was  married  in  Philadelphia, 
July  11,  1860,  to  Mary  Raley,  of  Hanover- 
ton,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  Dr.  Albert 
Barnes  officiating.  Mary  Raley  was  a 
Quaker,  of  Pennsylvania  ancestry,  who 
was  graduated  at  Oberlin  in  1858,  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.     She  was  later  a  teacher 


of  some  years'  experience.  Since  her 
residence  in  Grinnell  she  has  been,  from 
1880  to  1895,  a  deaconess  in  the  Con- 
gregational church.  The  children  were 
Emily,  Rose  Mary,  and  James  Raley, 
of  whom  only  the  son  survives.  He 
graduated  from  Iowa  college  in  1892,  and 
occupied  the  position  of  electrical  editor 
of  the  Street  Railway  Review  of  Chicago  for 
four  years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cravath  also 
reared  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Cravath,  (Ella  B.) 
who  was  left  motherless  in  infancy. 


PLICKINGER,  Albert  T.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Urichsville, 


Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio»  August  14,  184§. 
He  is  the  second  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, five  boys  and  three  girls.  His  par- 
ents, Eli  Plickinger  and  Margaret  Mc- 
Chesney,  were  both  natives  of  Ohio.  In 
May,  1863,  the  family  moved  from  Ohio  to 
a  farm  in  Buchanan  county,  Iowa,  where 
the  father  died  August  5,  1875,  and  the 
mother  September  19,  1896.  Mr.  Plick- 
inger, while  in  Ohio,  attended  the  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  after  coming  to 
Iowa,  the  Lenox  Collegiate  institute  at 
Hopkinton,  in  1866-67;  he  afterwards 
worked  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  and 
taught  school  in  winter,  until  1871,  when 
he  entered  the  State  university  at  Iowa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN   OF   IOWA. 


447 


City.  He  graduated  from  the  academic 
department  in  1875  and  from  the  law  de- 
partment in  1876.  December  29,  1880,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  EUa  Spangler,  the 
oldest  daughter  of  Hon.  S.  T.  Spangler,  of 
Buchanan  county,  Iowa.  They  have  two 
children,  Floyd  S.,  born  July  11,  1883,  and 
Reed  A.,  born  July  14,  1887. 

Soon  after  his  graduation  from  the  Iowa 
State  university,  Mr.  Plickinger  went  to 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  opened  a  law 
office,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  en- 
gaged in  the  active  duties  of  his  profession 
with  his  brother,  I.  N.  Plickinger,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Plickinger  Bros.  This 
firm  has  a  large  practice  in  all  the  differ- 
ent courts,  and  enjoys  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  integrity  and  ability. 

Mr.  iPlickmger  has  always  been  an  ac- 
tive republican,  and  was  a  candidate  for 
mayor  of  Council  Bluffs  on  the  republican 
ticket  in  1882.  In  1886  he  was  elected  by 
the  legislature  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Iowa  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Council  Bluffs, 
and  in  1892  was  reelected  to  the  same 
office,  his  second  term  expiring  May  1, 
1898.  He  was  endorsed  by  his  congres- 
sional district  for  governor  at  the  republi- 
can state  convention  held  at  Cedar  Rapids 
in  1897,  receiving  151  votes  on  second 
ballot. 


TITTEMORE,  James  Nelson,  of  Mar- 
shalltown,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Eureka, 
Winnebago  county,  Wis.,  March  2,  1864. 
His  father.  Nelson  Tittemore,  was  a  ma- 
chinist and  millwright,  and  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York.  He  came  of  English, 
Dutch  and  Holland  ancestors,  who  settled 
early  in  the  New  England  states  and  were 
mostly  farmers.  His  mother,  Margaret 
Crowley,  was  born  of  Irish  parentage. 
When  a  child  her  parents  settled  near 
Oshkosh,  Wis.,  where  she  lived  about  forty 
years.     The  father  died  in  1882. 

Mr.  Tittemore  is  unmarried.  His  moth- 
er and  two  sisters  live  with  him.  He  has 
also  two  sisters  married  and  one  brother 
dead.  They  have  a  lovely,  hospitable 
home  and  are  the  social  center  of  a  large 
circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Tittemore  seems  to 
live  to  brighten  the  lives  and  gratify  the 
tastes  of  his  sisters  and  mother,  without  a 
thought  of  self.  His  business  career  has 
been  successful,  with  promotions  follow- 
ing each  other  in  quick  succession.  His 
first  dollar  was  earned  as  telegraph  oper- 
ator at  the  age  of  16.  He  has  been  pro- 
moted from  one  to  another  of  the  following 


positions:  Telegraph  operator  and  station 
agent  on  the  Milwaukee,  Lake  Shore  & 
Western  railway  in  Wisconsin;  traveling 
auditor,  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railway; 
traveling  passenger  agent,  Milwaukee, 
Lake  Shore  &  Western  railway;  station 
agent,  Soo  Line;  chief  clerk  general  freight 
department,  Soo  Line;  traveling  freight 
agent.  Great  Northern  railway;  general 
freight  agent,  Sioux  City  &  Northern  rail- 
way and  Pacific  short  lines;  assistant  to 
president  of  the  last  named  companies; 
general  freight  and  passenger  agent,  Des 
Moines  Northern  &  Western  railway,  and 
general  freight  agent,  Iowa  Central  Rail- 
way company;  acting  general  manager  of 
the  Iowa  Central  railway. 


Mr.  Tittemore  aspires  to  farm  life  and 
hopes  some  day  to  take  a  position  in  this 
line  of  work.  He  is  fond  of  live  stock  and 
proud  of  his  farmer  ancestry.  His  father 
served  through  the  civil  war  as  a  private. 
He  was  in  Andersonville  prison  several 
months  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  in 
the  summer  of  1864.  He  is  a  republican 
and  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church.  He 
is  one  of  Iowa's  promising  young  men, 
finely  educated  and  polished  in  manner 
and  speech,  although  his  education  in  the 
schoolroom  covered  only  about  five  years. 
By    personal    application    and    study    he 
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stands  equal  to  any  who  have  had  the  op- 
portunities of  the  magnificent  schools  of 
our  commonwealth. 


EATON,  WiLLARD  Lee,  member  of  the 
house  from  Mitchell  county,  is  a  successful 
lawyer  in  Osage,  and  is  known  all  over 
northern  Iowa,  and  also  in  Minnesota  and 
Wisconsin,  over  which  territory  his  prac- 
tice extends.  His  father,  Arial  K.  Eaton, 
was  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  1852 
to  1854,  while  living  in  Delhi.  He  was  ap- 
pointed receiver  of  the  Turkey  River  Land 
district  by  President  Pierce  in  1855,  and 


moved  to  Decorah.  The  next  year  he  went 
with  the  land  office  to  Osage,  and  became 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  that  town.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  many 
years,  and  died  in  Osage  July  17,  1896,  at 
the  end  of  a  long  and  useful  life  of  82  years. 
He  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
was  a  cousin  of  Gen.  John  Eaton,  late 
commissioner  of  education.  In  early  life 
he  was  a  school-teacher,  but  later  practiced 
law,  and  continued  to  practice  after  mov- 
ing to  Osage.  Willard  Eaton's  mother  was 
Sarah  Jarnigan  Eaton.  She  married  Mr. 
Eaton  in  Indiana,  and  her  ancestors  came 
from  Virginia.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Delhi,  Delaware  county,  Iowa, 


October  13,  1848.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school  in  Delhi  and 
Osage,  and  in  the  Cedar  Valley  seminary 
at  Osage,  Iowa,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
first  pupils.  He  graduated  from  this  in- 
stitution in  1872.  He  entered  the  State 
University  Law  school,  and  graduated  in 
1872,  being  selected  as  one  of  the  com- 
mencement orators.  He  was  deputy  clerk 
of  courts,  of  Mitchell  county,  from  1871  to 
1874,  and  at  that  time  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  John  B.  Cleland,  for  the  practice 
of  law  in  Osage.  In  1885  Mr.  Cleland  was 
made  district  judge,  and  Mr.  Eaton  con- 
tinued in  the  practice  alone  until  Septem- 
ber 1,  1889,  when  J.  P.  Clyde  was  admitted 
to  partnership,  and  this  continued  until 
January  7,  1897,  when  Mr.  Clyde  also  went 
on  the  bench  as  district  judge.  Since  then 
Mr.  Eaton  has  practiced  alone.  His  most 
celebrated  case  was  the  defense  of  M.  E. 
Billings,  accused  of  the  murder  of  Kings- 
ley,  of  Waverly. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  a  democrat  until  the  fall 
of  1893,  when  he  became  convinced  that 
the  position  of  the  democratic  party  was 
wrong,  especially  on  the  question  of  the 
tariff  and  the  currency,  and  since  then 
he  has  acted  with  the  republicans.  He  has 
been  mayor  of  Osage  three  terms,  county 
attorney  one  term  as  a  democrat,  and  was 
elected  in  1897  to  the  legislature  as  a 
republican.  He  has  been  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  and  is  now 
president  of  the  board.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  and  past  junior  warden, 
also  deputy  past  grand  master.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  conamandery  and  of 
El  Kahir  Temple, Mystic  Shriners.  Though 
not  a  member  of  the  church,  Mr.  Eaton  at- 
tends the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  io 
Osage,  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 

He  was  married  September  11,  1874, 
to  Laura  R.  Annis,  a  former  resident  of 
Westfield,  Vt.  They  have  had  two  chil- 
dren: Ivan  Willard,  who  died  September 
19,  1884,  at  the  age  of  2^  years,  and  Allen 
March  Eaton,  who  was  bom  March  15, 
1887. 

Mr.  Eaton  won  considerable  distinction 
as  a  member  of  the  legislature,  purely  on 
the  strength  of  his  recognized  ability  as 
a  lawyer  and  the  candor  and  earnestness 
with  which  he  met  all  public  questions. 
He  was  a  member  of  most  of  the  more  impor- 
tant committees  in  the  house,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  elections,  which 
at  that  time  was  considered  one  of  the  very 
important    committees    in  the  house,  on 
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the  account  of  several  contests  and  political 
questions  which  were  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee. He  was  chairman  of  the  sifting 
committee,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  the 
most  important  of  all  committee  appoint- 
ments. He  formed  many  strong  friendships 
at  this  time,  and  was  often  pointed  out  as  a 
man  who  would  be  heard  from  in  the 
future  in  state  politics. 


TUBES,  Hon.  L.  W.,  of  Emerson,  has 
the  distinction  of  having  been  a  member  of 
the  first  legislature  of  California  after  its 
admission  to  the  union  of  states.  He  was 
born  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  January  4, 
1826,  and  at  12  years  of  age  removed  with 
his  parents  to  the  Western  Reserve  in 
Ohio.  Later  he  was  placed  in  Oberlin  col- 
lege, but  owing  to  losses  sustained  by  his 
father  in  road  building,  was  compelled 
to  give  up  his  college  course,  in  which  he 
was  making  rapid  progress,  particularly  in 
the  studies  of  surveying  and  engineering. 
He  went  from  school  to  Sandusky  City, 
where  he  learned  the  miller's  trade,  and  at 
the  age  of  19  years  removed  to  l^ichigan. 
Here  he  earned  the  first  money  be  could 
really  call  his  own,  helping  to  survey 
a  railroad  from  Detroit  to  Ypsilanti,  now  a 
part  of  the'  Michigan  Central  system. 
March  1,  1849,  he  started  across  the  plains 
with  an  ox  train,  of  which  he  was  chosen 
the  captain.  They  were  on  the  road  almost 
six  months  before  Long's  Barr,  on  the 
Feather  river,  was  reached.  Here  he  tried 
mining,  but  made  only  enough  out  of  it  to 
board  and  clothe  himself.  By  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  congress,  California  was  admitted 
to  statehood  in  September,  1850,  and  he 
was  elected  to  the  legislature  from  that 
district.  His  term  ended,  he  returned  to 
Long's  Barr  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
and  mining  business,  in  the  first  of  which 
he  was  highly  successful.  His  health 
failed,  and  the  physician  ordered  a  sea 
voyage,  so  he  sailed  for  Honolulu,  where 
he  remained  about  three  months,  and  then 
went  to  Chili  and  remained  for  some  time, 
finally  returning  to  his  home  in  California 
to  find  that  his  partner  had  sold  out  the 
business  and  skipped  the  country.  He  re- 
turned to  Plowerfield,  Mich.,  after  an 
absence  of  four  years,  and  again  took  up 
his  old  trade  of  milling.  Here  he  was 
married,  October  1,  1853,  to  Miss  Sibyl  J. 
Wheeler,  daughter  of  Hon.  William 
Wheeler,  and  remained  until  1854,  when 
failing  health  again  compelled  a  change  of 
climate.      Iowa  was  decided  upon,   and. 


though  several  trips  were  subsequently 
made  to  Michigan,  this  state  has  ever 
since  been  his  home.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Mills  county  for  nearly  forty-one 
years,  and  all  his  children  but  one  have 
been  born  there.  He  has  six  children  liv- 
ing, three  boys  and  three  girls,  the  oldest 
son,  W.  L.,  born  in  Michigan  in  1855,  being 
the  present  sheriff  of  Mills  county. 

He  was  elected  probate  judge  of  Mills 
county  in  1858  and  held  the  office  until  the 
law  was  changed  —  the  first  republican 
elected  to  the  position  in  the  county.  In 
May,  1861,  he  received  an  order  from  Gov- 
ernor   Kirkwood  to  raise  a  company  of 


mounted  minute  men,  and  with  the  order 
was  the  request  that  no  man  should  be 
selected  or  permitted  to  join  who  for  any 
reason  would  not  be  able  to  go  to  war. 
Within  four  days  fifty-two  men  were  en- 
listed, and  in  the  election  which  was  in- 
sisted upon  by  Mr  Tubbs,  that  gentleman 
was  unanimously  chosen  captain.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  June  8,  and  the 
organization  was  kept  up  to  the  close 
of  the  war.  A  second  communication  from 
the  governor  in  October,  1861,  ordered  him 
to  recruit  a  regiment  of  all  the  men  in  the 
county,  exception  being  made  to  those  en- 
listed in  the  mounted  force,  which  was 
done.  An  election  was  called  to  choose  a 
colonel,  and,  as  before,  Mr.  Tubbs  received 
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all  the  votes.  This  last  company  was 
never  called  out,  the  minute  force  being 
ample  to  keep  back  the  Missouri  raiders. 
Strange  to  say  these  men  have  not  yet  been 
mustered  out. 

In  politics  he  is,  and  has  always  been,  a 
republican,  as  are  all  his  boys.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  for 
almost  fifty  years,  and  has  filled  nearly 
every  office  in  the  organization 


STANTON,  Maj.  Cornelius  Albert,  of 
Centerville,  is  a  soldier  and  citizen  whose 
virtues  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 


exaggerate  in  biography.  This  man  comes 
naturally  by  his  fine  traits  of  patriotism 
and  good  citizenship.  His  father,  Nathan 
Stanton,  was  a  native  of  Washington 
county,  Ohio,  his  parents  having  settled 
near  Marietta  at  a  time  when  that  section 
of  country  was  an  almost  unbroken  wilder- 
ness. He  came  to  Iowa  in  1850,  and  set- 
tled in  Lee  county,  removing  two  years 
later  to  Appanoose  county.  He  was  an 
anti-slavery  man  before  the  war,  a  believer 
in  universal  human  liberty,  and  the  fugitive 
slave  escaping  across  the  Ohio  river  from 
his  Virginia  master  always  found  at  Na- 
than Stanton's  door  assistance  and  help 
on  his  way  toward  Canada  and  freedom. 


He  became  a  republican  at  the  organization 
of  that  party.  The  mother  was  Lydia 
Conkright  before  marriage,  and  a  woman 
of  many  lovable  graces. 

Major  Stanton  was  bom  near  Marietta, 
Ohio,  December  28,  1841,  and  when  10 
years  of  age  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Lee  county,  Iowa,  and  subsequently  to 
Appanoose   county.      He    enlisted    as    a 

Private  on  August  20,  1861,  in  Company  I, 
'bird  Iowa  cavalry,  and  during  four  years 
of  brilliant  service  was  promoted  as  fol- 
lows: September  6,  1861,  Fifth  sergeant; 
September  20,  1862,  second  lieutenant;  No- 
vember 1,  1862,  captain;  September  21, 
1864,  major.  He  took  part  in  nearly  all 
the  battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  en- 
gaged, the  more  important  of  which  were 
Pea  Ridge,  West  Plains,  Salem,  Bayou 
Cache,  Grenada,  La  Grange,  Vicksburg, 
Jackson,  Little  Rock,  Guntown,  Ripley, 
Tupelo,  Tallahatchie,  Independence,  Big 
Blue,  Mine  Creek,  Plantersville,  Monte- 
vallo,  Selma  and  Columbus. 

He  was  severely  wounded  at  La  Grange, 
Ark.,  May  20,  1863,  but  continued  to  serve 
with  his  r^Bgiment  until  it  was  mustered  out 
in  August,  1865. 

With  a  view  to  keeping  alive  the  mem- 
ories of  those  days  of  strife  and  bloodshed, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  the 
sentiment  of  patriotism  he  has,  since  the 
war,  affiliated  with  nearly  all  the  prominent 
organizations  partaking  of  a  military  char- 
acter. He  is  past  commander  of  Bashore 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  a  member  of  the  Iowa  com- 
mandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  chief  of 
staff  of  the  Iowa  G.  A.  R. ,  and  president 
of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry  association.  In 
the  last-named  organization  he  has  been 
re-elected  at  each  annual  reunion  since 
1887.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lincoln 
for  president,  while  a  soldier  in  the  field, 
and  has  voted  the  republican  ticket  ever 
since.  He  was  appointed  by  Grovernor 
Larrabee  in  1889  a  member  of  the  board  of 
regents  of  the  Iowa  State  university,  and 
was  re-elected  by  the  legislature  in  1890. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  a  member  of  the 
university  executive  committee.  He  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion in  Centerville,  and  for  a  time  was  its 
president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  affiliates  with  many 
secret  and  benevolent  societies,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  Masons  and 
Odd  Fellows. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Houston, 
May  1,  1878.  They  have  had  four  chil- 
dren: Edna,  Nora,  Neil  and  Anne  Stanton. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN   OF   IOWA. 


451 


MACLEAN,  Paul,  editor  of  the  Creaton 
Gazette  and  postmaster  of  Creston,  has 
carved  out  a  permanent  place  for  himself 
in  Iowa  newspaperdom  and  politics.  He 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  state  since  1869, 
when  his  father's  family  left  the  old  home- 
stead in  Pennsylvania  and  settled  on  a 
large  farm  near  the  old  town  of  Columbus 
City,  Louisa  county.  Paul  Maclean  was 
bom  December  10,  1865,  on  the  old  home 
farm,  known  as  Clover  farm,  adjoining  the 
village  of  Springdale,  Allegheny  county. 
Pa.,  about  sixteen  miles  up  the  Allegheny 
river  from  Pittsburg.  This  farm  had  been 
in  the  possession  of  the  Maclean  family  for 
generations,  having  had  but  one  other 
owner,  to  whom  it  was  patented  by  William 
Penn,  and  the  instrument  executed  by 
William  Penn  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
Matthew  Maclean,  father  of  Paul.  Matthew 
Maclean  was  married  in  1860,  to  Nancy 
Logan,  whose  father  was  famed  for  being 
the  first  white  child  born  west  of  the  Alle- 
gheny mountains  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  a  country  merchant,  and  Charles 
Dickens  was  a  guest  in  his  home  at  Logan's 
Perry,  opposite  Springdale,  and  allusion  is 
made  to  his  visit  there  in  Dickens'  Ameri- 
can Notes.  Paul  Maclean's  grandfather, 
on  his  father's  side,  was  a  newspaper  man 
of  distinction.  He  began  in  his  youth,  in 
the  office  of  the  Greensburg  Gazette,  of  which 
he  was  subsequently  for  several  years, 
the  editor.  Later,  he  was  editor  of  the 
Pittsburg  Gazette,  now  the  Commercial  Gazette, 
which  he  owned  in  partnership  with  his 
brother.  The  Gazette  was  the  first  news- 
paper established  in  Pittsburg,  and  the 
Macleans  made  it  the  first  daily.  They 
also  conducted  an  extensive  publishing 
business,  devoted  mainly  to  Presbyterian 
church  literature;  this  is  now  known  as 
the  Presbyterian  board  of  publication. 
Matthew  Maclean,  when  he  removed  to 
Iowa,  devoted  himself  to  raising  stock,  and 
was  very  successful.  He  avoided  public 
office,  never  wanted  one,  and  announced, 
when  the  matter  was  broached,  that  be 
would  accept  no  nomination,  and  would 
not  serve  if  elected  to  office. 

Paul  Maclean  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Columbus  City,  and  took  a  course  in 
the  university  in  Oberlin,  Ohio.  At  the 
age  of  16  years  he  began  his  business  edu- 
cation in  the  office  of  the  Columbus  Nonpareil, 
holding  the  position  of  **  devil  "  at  a  salary 
of  $1.25  per  week.  This  was  allowed  to 
accumulate  for  six  months,  and  is  still 
among  Mr.  Maclean's  bills  receivable,  for 
the  paper,  at  this  time,  yielded  up  the 


ghost  and  left  little  but  debts  to  mark  its 
existence.  Two  years  later  his  father 
bought  for  Paul  an  interest  in  the  Columbus 
Junction  Safeguard,  where  he  was  for  a 
time  associated  with  Mr.  Will  Colton,  and 
later  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Hungerford,now  editor  of  the  Carroll  Herald. 
In  1883,  Mr.  Maclean  purchased  the  Gar- 
roll  Herald,  and  for  several  years  conducted 
that  paper  in  conjunction  with  the  late  E. 
R.  Hastings.  After  Mr.  Hastings'  death, 
the  firm  of  Maclean  &  Hungerford  was 
formed,  and  continued  in  the  management 
of  the  Herald  until  1889,  when  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford  purchased  Mr.  Maclean's  interest,  and 


the  latter,  with  his  father,  purchased  the 
Atlantic  Telegraph  from  Hon.  Lafayette 
Young.  In  the  spring  of  1892, having  sold 
the  Telegraph,  Mr.  Maclean  went  to  Creston 
and  secured  control  of  the  Gazette,  in  which 
his  father  is  also  interested. 

Mr.  Maclean  was  married  in  1892,  to 
Miss  Gertrude  Young,  of  Carroll,  a  neice 
of  Hon.  fl.  W.  Macomber  of  that  place,  and 
Judge  Macomber,  of  Omaha.  They  have 
one  child  living,  Elizabeth,  bom  May  8, 
1895.  A  son,  Malcolm,  died  in  infancy. 
David  A.  Maclean,  a  business  man  in 
Indianapolis,  and  Ralph  Maclean,  local 
editor  of  the  Carroll  Herald,  are  brothers  of 
Paul.  Mary,  wife  of  J.  B.  Hungerford, 
and  Elizabeth,  who  lives  with  her  parents 
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in  Atlantic,  are  his  sisters.     Paul  is  the 
elder  brother. 

In  1896  Mr.  Maclean  was  chosen  presi- 
dential elector  for  the  Eighth  congres- 
sional district,  and  says  that  he  acknowl- 
edges no  higher  honor  than  that  of  having 
voted  for  William  McKinley  for  president, 
and  Garret  A.  Hobart  for  vice-president, 
in  the  meeting  of  the  electoral  college. 
He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Creston, 
in  March,  1898. 


BLOOMER,  D.  C,  LL.  D.  The  public 
record  and  private  life  of  Dexter  Chamber- 
lain Bloomer,  of  Council  Bluffs,  are  so  tilled 


with  good  deeds  that  they  must  go  into  the 
state's  history  together.  Surely  his  is  a 
career  typical  of  true  Americanism.  He 
was  born  in  Scipio,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  1816,  of 
good  Quaker  stock,  which  came  from  Eng- 
land in  an  early  day.  Following  a  literary 
and  classical  education,  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  and  soon  thereafter  became 
active  in  politics.  Because  of  his  knowl- 
edge of  political  science  he  was  made  the 
responsible  editor  of  the  Seneca  County 
Courier^  a  whig  paper  at  Seneca  Palls, 
which  position  he  filled  for  fifteen  years. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1843,  and 
while  engaged  in  practice  before  the  sev- 
eral courts  of  the  state,  held  many  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility,   among  them 


that  of  postmaster  during  the  Taylor-Fill- 
more administration.  His  political  or  pub- 
lic services  can  be  best  set  forth  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  1856  to  1897,  notary  pub- 
lic; 1856  to  1857,  alderman  of  Council 
Bluffs;  1861  to  1863,  member  of  the  Iowa 
board  of  education;  1861  to  1873,  receiver 
of  public  moneys,  the  commissions  he  now 
holds  having  been  signed  by  Presidents 
Lincoln,  Johnson  and  Grant;  1859  to  1860 
and  1864  to  1874,  president  of  the  Council 
Bluffs  school  board;  1869  to  1870,  mayor  of 
Council  Bluffs,  and  again  the  same  office, 
1871  to  1873;  1871  to  1897,  director  in 
Council  Bluffs  Library  association,  made  a 
a  free  library  in  1882;  1892  to  1897,  presi- 
dent of  the  Free  Library  association. 

He  removed  to  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  in 
1853,  and  assumed  the  editorship  of  the 
Western  Home  Visitor^  his  wife  filling  a  sim- 
ilar position  with  the  Lily  of  the  same 
city.  In  1854  he  visited  Council  Bluffs, 
and  so  well  pleased  was  he  with  the  place 
that  the  following  year  found  himself  and 
wife  aboard  a  steamboat,  bound  for  the 
new  El  Dorado.  They  disembarked  at  St. 
Joseph,  and  the  journey  thence  was  made 
by  stage  coach.  He  immediately  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  practice  of  law  and 
the  real  estate  business,  and  as  the  county 
at  that  time  was  strongly  democratic,  pro- 
ceeded with  other  gentlemen  to  organize 
the  new  republican  party  in  western  Iowa. 
The  interest  which  he  manifested  in  ik>- 
litical  matters  and  the-  acute  and  able 
manner  in  which  he  led  the  new  organiza- 
tion, attracted  public  attention  to  him,  and 
caused  his  party  to  bestow  upon  him  many 
trusts.  He  was  frequently  presented  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  judge,  repre- 
sentative to  the  legislature,  etc.,  but  the 
opposition  was  so  far  in  the  ascendancy 
that  his  election  was  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, although  running  far  ahead  of  his 
ticket.  His  eleven  years'  service  on  the 
board  of  education  was  given  fitting  recog- 
nition in  the  naming  in  his  honor  of  one  of 
the  fine  school  buildings  of  the  city.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  rendered  efficient  service  to 
the  cause  of  the  union,  and  was  president 
of  the  Union  league. 

He  was  editor  of  the  Council  Bluffs 
Chronotype  in  1856,  and  subsequently  filled 
like  positions  with  the  Republican  and 
Northwesteim  Odd  Fellow,  He  also  compiled 
a  history  of  Pottawattamie  county,  which 
was  published  in  the  annals  of  Iowa. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  has  been 
senior  warden  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
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He  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia  Jenks, 
a  lady  of  high  attainments  and  well  suited 
to  his  domestic  and  literary  tastes.  Her 
first  national  notoriety  was  occasioned  by 
her  introduction  of  what  was  known  as  the 
"Bloomer  costume,"  which  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  public  to  an  urgent  reform 
in  dress,  and  has  led  to  important  modifi- 
cations of  the  old  and  unhealthful  fashion, 
and  secondly,  and  more  lastingly,  as  a 
prominent  and  ef&cient  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  woman.  She  ranks  with  Susan 
B.  Anthony,  Mrs.  Hale,  Mrs.  Shaw  and 
other  co-workers  in  the  cause  of  reform. 

Mr.  Bloomer  has  been  as  successful  in 
his  own  business  as  in  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duties.  He  was  in  partnership 
with  J.  D.  Edmundson  from  1865  to  1870, 
and  the  firm  gained  an  enviable  reputation. 
Since  the  dissolution  of  that  partnership  he 
has  continued  in  practice  and  has  found 
time  to  do  much  writing,  notably  a  history 
of  Mormonism  in  Iowa;  **The  Life  and 
Writings  of  Amelia  Bloomer, "  etc. 


HEAD,  Mahlon,  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential business  men  of  Jeffersoa,  Greene 
county,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Hi;ijhlaiid 
county,  Ohio,  July  12,  1835.  His  father, 
William  M.  Head,  was  also  born  in  that 
county  in  1808,  and  died  in  Jefferson  in 

1893.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1855 
and  settled  in  Montezuma.  He  was  a 
farmer  the  most  of  his  life,  but  was  treas- 
urer of  Poweshiek  county  for  three  terms. 
His  wufe,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mar- 
garet Perneau,  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  1813  and  died  in   Montezuma  in 

1894.  Their  remains  rest  in  Jefferson  cem- 
etery, in  Greene  county.  Father  Head  was 
a  firm,  conscientious  man. 

Mahlon  Head  obtained  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Ohio,  attending 
three  or  four  months  of  each  year  and  the 
rest  of  the  time  working  upon  his  father's 
farm.  He  was  21  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents.  He  worked 
on  a  farm  in  Poweshiek  county  for  two 
years,  and  since  then  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  and  banking  business, 
except  the  time  he  was  in  the  army.  He 
enlisted  in  Montezuma  in  August,  1861,  as 
a  private  in  Company  P,  Tenth  Iowa  in- 
fantry. His  first  encounter  with  the  con- 
federates was  at  Bloomtield,  Mo.  He  was 
in  other  engagements  as  follows:  New 
Madrid,  Mo.;  Island  No.  10;  at  the  bom- 
bardment of  Pt.  Pillow;  siege  of  Corinth; 
battles  of  luka,   Corinth,    Raymond   and 


Jackson,  Miss.;  siege  of  Vicksburg;  again 
at  Jackson  and  battles  of  Mission  Ridge; 
Resaca;  and  through  the  Atlanta  campaign 
and  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea.  He  was 
promoted  to  second  lieutenant  of  his  com- 
pany in  the  spring  of  1862,  and  was  acting 
adjutant  after  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
until  after  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge,  in 
which  battle  he  was  wounded  in  the  left 
thigh. 

Mr.  Head  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C. 
Premont  for  president  and  has  voted  the 
straight  republican  ticket  from  that  time  to 
this.  He  was  the  first  mayor  of  Jefferson 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  four  years. 


He  has  been  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  Greene  county  for  six  years. 
He  was  the  first  chief  engineer  of  the  fire 
department  of  Jefferson,  serving  continu- 
ously as  such  for  eight  years,  when  he  re- 
signed on  account  of  his  health.  He  is  a 
Thirty-second  Degree  Mason,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Odd  Pellows  fraternity  and 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Mr.  Head  is  now,  July,  '99,  the  nominee 
of  the  republican  party  of  his  county  for 
representative  in  the  state  legislature,  and 
will  be  elected. 

Altogether,  Mr.  Head  is  known  and  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  upright  and 
influential  citizens  of  Greene  county,  and  is 
respected  by  all.     He  was  married  to  Mary 
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L.  Mullikin  in  the  fall  of  1866.  They  have 
ten  children:  Florence,  Mary  M.,  Dorothy 
J.,  Mabel  S.,  John,  Mahlon,  Va  Va,  Rena 
E.,  Charles  D.  and  Marguerita. 


PAUL,   Daniel    McParland,   one  of 
the  well-established  and  successful    men 


of  Thurman,  was  born  July  26,  1814, 
in  Washington  county,  Pa.  His  father, 
William  Paul,  was  a  farmer  in  that  county. 
His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Hannah 
Slack.  Both  father  and  son  belonged  to 
the  whig  party  until  Mr.  Paul,  in  1856,  be- 
came a  devoted  republican,  to  which  po- 
litical faith  he  has  ever  since  been  true. 
He  was  educated  in  subscription  schools 
until  he  was  19  years  of  age.  About  this 
time  he  tried  selling  goods  and  suc- 
ceeded very  well.  For  three  years  he 
ran  a  flat  boat  on  the  Ohio  river  from  Ris- 
ing Sun  to  New  Orleans.  He  sold  out  in 
1857  and  moved  to  West  Point,  now  Oxford, 
Mo.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  general 
merchandise  business,  continuing  till  the 
fall  of  1860.  On  account  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Paul  removed  to  Thurman,  Fremont 
county,  then  called  Plum  Hollow.  He 
again  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise 
business,  continuing  in  the  same  until  1874, 
when  he  disposed  of  the  business.  Mr. 
Paul  was  justice  of  the  peace  and   post- 


master in  Indiana.  He  was  also  ix)st- 
master  in  Oxford  and  in  Plum  Hollow,  and 
was  the  first  mayor  of  Plum  Hollow.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity. 

He  was  married  January  1,  1835,  to 
Elizabeth  Walton.  Eleven  children  were 
born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Martha  J.,  born  May  21,  1845;  Kasiah  H., 
born  March  31,  1837;  Alice,  born  October  8, 
1847;  and  Walton  M.,  born  April  13,  1861. 

His  has  been  a  long  life  of  honorable 
usefulness. 


ALDRICH,  Edwin  A.,  of  Creston,  has 
made  pharmacy  a  study  for  many  years 
and  has  achieved  notable  success.  He  be- 
gan his  first  work  in  a  drug  store  in  1866  as 
a  clerk  at  a  salary  of  $15  a  month,  and  has 
been  continually  in  the  drug  business  since 
that  time.  There  is  probably  not  a  better 
versed  pharmacist  in  the  state.  He  was 
born  in  Adams,  Mass.,  September  12, 1851. 
His  parents,  Edwin  J.  and  Melissa  R. 
Peck  Aldrich,  came  from  Adams,  Mass.,  to 


Montrose,  Iowa,  in  1856,  and  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  when  the  father  enlisted  as 
quartermaster  of  the  Seventeenth  Iowa, 
and  was  afterwards  promoted  to  brigade 
quartermaster,  and  was,  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  commissary  of  subsistence,  stationed 
at  Camden,  Ark.     He  was  breveted  major 
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at  the  close  of  the  war  for  efficient  services 
rendered.  Edwin  A.  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  finished 
in  Denmark  academy,  in  Denmark,  Lee 
county,  Iowa.  Later  he  spent  some  time  in 
the  Chicago  College  of  Pharmacy,  after 
which  his  first  position  was  in  Ormsbee 
&  Hoyt's  drug  store  at  Geneva,  111.  After 
one  year  he  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased 
a  drug  store  at  West  Liberty,  which  was 
run  under  the  firm  name  of  Aldrich  & 
Gibbs.  He  remained  there  five  years,  but 
business  not  proving  satisfactory  be  sold 
out  and  went  to  Creston,  Union  county, 
Iowa,  in  1880,  where  he  engaged  as  a  clerk 
lor  Silverthorn  &  Rugh  for  three  years, 
when  he  went  to  Texas,  where  the  old  firm 
of  Aldrich  &  Gibbs  entered  into  a  prosper- 
ous business  and  accumulated  considerable 
money.  Owing  to  the  ill  health  of  his  wife 
Mr.  Aldrich  sold  his  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, at  the  end  of  three  years,  and  re- 
turned to  Creston,  where  he  again  entered 
in  the  drug  business  on  his  own  account, 
and  has  successfully  conducted  it  since  that 
time.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Creston 
National  bank,  and  owns  an  interest  in  the 
Keith  Furnace  company,  of  Des  Moines. 

He  has  always  been  an  enthusiastic  re- 
publican and  a  leader  in  local  politics.  Mr. 
Aldrich  was  brought  up  an  Episcopalian, 
but  was  never  confirmed.  He  was  married 
at  West  Liberty  in  1877  to  Miss  Emma  C. 
Keith.  They  have  five  children  living  and 
one  dead. 


DOUGLAS,  George,  late  of  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, was  born  in  the  county  of  Caithness, 
Scotland,  April  17,  1817.  He  came  to 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  1848,  and  engaged  in 
canal,  railway  and  bridge  construction  in 
western  New  York,  continuing  in  this  work 
until  1852.  In  that  year  he  followed  the 
general  western  movement  and  moved  to 
Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  various  rail- 
way and  bridge  building  contracts  at 
Dixon,  111.,  and  vicinity.  Here  his  work 
lasted  until  1855,  when  he  took  contracts 
for  building  a  portion  of  the  railway  line 
now  operated  by  the  Illinois  Central  rail- 
way, west  of  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Prom  1855 
until  1870  he  was  actively  engaged  in  rail- 
way construction,  mostly  in  Iowa  aad 
Nebraska,  doing  much  of  the  work  on  the 
lines  now  operated  by  the  Illinois  Central 
railway  across  the  state  of  Iowa,  also  the 
l^esent  main  line  of  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western railway  in  Iowa,  and  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  & 


Missouri  Valley  railway  in  eastern  Ne- 
braska. Mr.  Douglas  was  associated  with 
Mr.  John  I.  Blair  in  his  projection  of  the 
various  railway  lines  in  western  Iowa,  and 
many  miles  of  the  grading,  bridging  and 
track  laying  of  the  railways  promoted  by 
the  companies  of  which  Mr.  Blair  was 
president,  were  completed  by  the  firm  of 
Douglas,  Brown  &  Company,  of  which  the 
subject  of  this  sketeh  was  the  senior  part- 
ner. Prom  1870  te  1873  Mr.  Douglas  en- 
gaged in  bis  last  work  in  railway  con- 
struction, completing  155  miles  of  the  In- 
ternational <&  Great  Northern  railway  in 
Texas,  including  the  grading,  bridging, 
track  laying  and  depot  building  complete. 


In  1874  he  associated  himself  with  Mr. 
Robert  Stuart,  now  of  Chicago,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Douglas  &  Stuart,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  oatmeal  and 
other  cereal  products,  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  continued  in  active  connection  with  the 
business  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
May,  1884. 

The  firm  of  Douglas  &  Stuart  extended 
its  operations  materially,  and  at  the  time 
its  properties  were  acquired  by  the 
American  Cereal  company,  was  the  largest 
producer  of  goods  in  the  cereal  line  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  Douglas  married  Margaret  Boyd  at 
Dixon,  111.,  in  1855.     She  was  born  in  the 
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north  of  Ireland.  Mrs.  Douglas  and  three 
sons,  George  Bruce,  Walter  D.,  and  Wil- 
liam Wallace,  live  in  Cedar  Rapids  at  the 
present  time. 


BICKNELL,  Anson  Dodge,  lawyer,  of 
Humboldt,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  the  United  States. 
Zachary  Bicknell,  an  English  naval  officer, 
his  wife,  Agnes,  and  their  son  John,  left 
the  county  of  Somerset,  in  the  southwest 
of  England,  in  1635,  and  braved  the  dangers 
of  the  long  and  perilous  voyage  to  America, 
landing  at  Weymouth,  Mass. 


They  were  dissenters  from  the  Established 
church,  and  they  dared  to  leave  comparative  com- 
fort at  home  and  endure  extreme  hardships,  known 
and  unknown,  to  uphold  their  faith  and  escape 
persecution.  None  but  the  sturdiest  and  best  in 
England  were  among  these  earliest  settlers,  for 
this  was  only  fifteen  years  after  the  landing  of  the 
Mayflower  and  five  years  after  the  Puritans  had 
founded  Boston.  Such  was  the  foundation  of  the 
Bicknell  family  in  America.  Very  few  families 
have  been  strong  enough  Uvmaintaln  their'identity 
as  this  one  has.  It  is  strongest  in  New  England, 
but  is  represented  in  all  parts  of  the  country  and 
the  Bicknell  Family  association,  with  headquarters 
in  Boston,  preserves  the  history  and  notable  achieve- 
ments of  its  members. 

A.  D.  Bicknell  is  of  the  eighth  genera- 
tion in  America.  He  was  born  December 
30,  1888,  in  Westmoreland,  Oneida  county, 
N.  Y.     His  father,  James  Bicknell   (1795), 


was  a,  famous  Baptist  preacher,  who  was 
born  and  lived  all  his  life  in  Oneida  county, 
where  he  preached  more  than  forty  years, 
and  went  abroad  to  preach  very  frequently, 
especially  in  the  south,  where  he  had  great 
outdoor  audiences  of  7,000  to  10, 000  people. 
He  was  a  very  vigorous  man,  mentally 
and  physically,  and  was  a  good  business 
man  as  well  as  preacher.  His  wife,  mother 
of  A.  D.,  was  Rebecca  Ruth  Brooks  (1812), 
also  a  native  of  Oneida  county.  She  had 
a  philosophical  mind,  was  quick  of  ob- 
servation, devoted  to  her  family  and  church, 
and  keenly  sympathetic.  She  died  in  1862, 
aged  50,  and  her  husband  in  1884,  at  the 
age  of  88  years.  The  family  was  a  large 
one,  but  the  only  full  brother  and  sister 
now  living  are  James  Y.  Bicknell,of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  Mrs.  Jane  E.  Bicknell  Coats,  of 
St.  Paul  Park,  Minn. 

The  district  schools  during  Mr.  Bick- 
nelTs  boyhood  were  somewhat  primitive, 
but  he  managed  to  get  good  out  of  them 
and  entered  Rome  academy  in  Rome,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  prepared  in  1860  for  the 
sophomore  year  in  Hamilton  college;  be 
did  not  enter  college,  however,  but  went 
directly  into  the  law  office  of  K.  Carroll 
and  J.  B.  Elwood,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years,  and  in  1862  started  for  Iowa. 
The  railway  stopped  at  Cedar  Palls,  and 
from  there  he  walked,  first  to  Port  Dodge 
and  then  to  Dakota  City,  Humboldt  county, 
where  he  .met  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that 
region,  Simon  B.  Bellows,  and  went  to  work 
for  him  on  his  farm,  first  at  a  dollar  a  day 
and  board  during  harvest  and  then  at  $13  a 
month  and  board.  That  was  the  beginning 
of  his  fortune.  That  winter  he  taught 
school  five  months  in  Dakota  City  at  $24  a 
month.  In  the  spring  he  went  to  Port 
Dodge  with  $112,  so  strict  had  been  his 
economy,  guided  by  a  never-forgotten 
purpose.  At  Port  Dodge  Mr.  Bicknell  suc- 
cessfully followed  the  mason's  trade. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  he  and  another 
man  bought  a  forty-acre  timber  tract  near 
Port  Dodge,  on  which  was  a  limestone 
quarry.  They  built  a  kiln  and  the  sale  of 
lime  was  so  profitable  that  Mr.  Bicknell 
was  able  to  return  to  New  York,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  where  be  was  married,  December 
30th,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Mills,  daughter 
of  Allen  Mills  and  Sarah  Ann  Lee  Mills, 
of  Westmoreland,  Oneida  county.  They 
returned  at  once  to  Port  Dodge  and  went 
to  housekeeping,  cheerfully  facing  to- 
gether the  hardships  and  struggles  of 
pioneer  life.  In  it  all  she  was  a  brave 
and  capable  helpmeet,    and    is    accorded 
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by  her  husband  a  good  share  of  credit  for 
all  he  has  accomplished. 

In  1868  Mr.  Bioknell  sold  his  interests  in  Fort 
Dodge  and  bought  a  quarter  section  of  government 
land  in  Humboldt  county,  on  the  Des  li^ines  river, 
eight  miles  west  of  the  town  of  Humboldt.  He 
farmed  with  exceptional  success  until  the  spring 
of  1877,  when  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Humooldt 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  He  long  intended 
to  do  this,  having  taken  up  manual  labor  for  his 
health,  which  had  been  impaired  by  too  severe 
mental  labor,  and  now  he  left  the  farm  to  give  his 
children  better  advantages,  at  a  time  when  he 
was  enjoying  great  prosperity.  He  has,  however, 
a  first-class  law  practice,  to  which  he  devotes  his 
business  attention  excluslv^y.  He  is  the  owner 
of  considerable  town  and  country  property,  and  in 
1899  added  a  large  atone  store  building  to  the 
business  houses  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Blcknell  has  always  been  an  active  republi- 
can, one  of  the  leaders  in  Humboldt  county.  He 
was  county  superintendent  of  schools  In  1872-3  and 
raised  the  standard  of  teachers.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  house  in  the  Eighteenth  General  Assembly, 
In  1880,  and  has  twice  been  mayor  of  Humboldt. 
He  is  a  member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  Uni- 
tarian church.  He  is  deeply  Interested  in  science, 
particularly  astronomy  and  geology,  and  is  a  local 
authority  on  these  subjects.  The  family  home  in- 
cludes an  entire  block,  which  is  a  beautiful  park  and 
a  favorite  resort  for  birds  In  fact  birds  and  parks 
are  specialties  with  him.  He  owns  the  little  gem 
at  the  end  of  the  business  street,  River  Park, 
where  the  town  holds  all  of  its  out-of  door  meetings, 
and  where  lovers  stroll  and  the  weary  seek  rest 
and  seclusion.  But  his  greatest  park  lies  along 
the  Des  Moines  river  for  half  a  mile  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  town.  This  is  a  wild  tract  com- 
posed of  hills,  plains,  cliffs  and  native  forest  cut  up 
by  wild  ravines,  canyons  and  brooks,  while  on  one 
side  of  it  the  deep  and  placid  waters  of  the  Des 
Moines,  **  Lake  Nokomis/'  furnish  first-class  boat- 
ing and  fishing  in  summer  and  an  ideal  skating 
field  in  winter.  All  these  parks  are  free  to  the 
public  for  all  proper  uses. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bicknell  have  four  chil- 
dren, all  living,  viz. :  Prank  Wade,  born 
March  20,  1866;  Clara  Rebekah,  born 
December  30,  1870;  Charles  Mills,  born 
March  22,  1875,  and  George  James,  born 
August  4,  1885. 


COUTTS,  J.  H.  One  of  the  solid  busi- 
ness men  of  Cedar  county,  an  able  financier 
and  a  model  citizen,  is  John  H.  Coutts,  of 
Tipton.  He  was  born  in  that  county,  to 
whose  development  he  has  contributed  a 
lifetime  of  hard  work,  on  July  20,  1850. 
He  is  the  oldest  of  seven  children  born 
of  William  and  Barbara  Banden  Coutts. 
The  father  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland,  in  1812.  He  came  to  this  country 
in  1832,  and  lived  for  a  short  time  in  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio.  In  1837  he  came  to 
Cedar  county,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Red  Oak 
township,  where  he  was  married  in  1849  to 
30 


Barbara  Banden,  also  a  native  of  Scotland. 
He  died  December  16,  1891. 

J.  H.  Coutts  was  brought  up  on  a  farm, 
and  received  a  common  school  education. 
Although  he  has  been  called  to  fill  the 
highest  position  of  responsibility  in  his 
county,  he  has  at  no  time  in  his  life  been  a 
politician  or  an  office  seeker,  having  little 
or  no  ambition  in  that  direction.  He  has 
devoted  himself  to  business,  and,  while 
promoting  such  enterprises  as  have  proved 
of  inestimable  value  to  the  community  at 
large,  has  accumulated  considerable  wealth. 
He  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Cedar 
county  in  1887  on  the  democratic  ticket. 


and  was  re-elected  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
term  of  office  by  an  increased  majority. 
He  then  turned  his  attention  to  financial 
enterprises.  He  became  connected  with 
the  First  National  bank,  of  Tipton;  was 
elected  its  president,  and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  his  personality  and  reputation 
for  integrity,  the  business  of  the  concern 
doubled  in  a  short  time.  He  is  one  of 
those  men  who  always  come  to  the  front  in 
emergencies. 

He  is  a  director  in  the  Electric  Light 
company,  treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Iowa 
Building  and  Loan  association,  and  di- 
rector and  treasurer  of  the  Tipton  Hotel 
association,  in  the  organization  of  which 
last  named  concern  he  was  very  active. 
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In  1892  be  located  a  bank  at  Stanwood, 
Iowa,  which  is  known  as  J.  H.  Coutts* 
bank,  a  venture  which,  like  all  his  others, 
has  proved  highly  successful.  He  is  pro- 
gressive, far-sighted  in  business,  honorable 
to  the  highest  degree,  and  generous  to 
a  fault  —  qualities  which  make  him  re- 
spected by  everyone  in  the  community 
where  he  resides. 

In  1896  he  took  a  well-earned  vacation, 
making  an  extensive  European  trip,  and 
returned  to  his  large  business  interests  at 
home  with  renewed  vigor,  and  with  an  en- 
larged acquaintance  with  his  eastern  cor- 
respondents, and  with  financial  leaders 
throughout  our  country. 


to  hold  the  ofSce  ever  since.  This  bank 
was  organized  in  1876,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000,  which  was  increased  to  $150,000, 
then  to  $200,000,  then  $400,000,  and  is  the 
largest  in  the  city.  Knowing  well  that 
competitive  railroad  lines  added  to  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  city,  he  became 
active  in  building  the  Dubuque  &  North- 
western railroad,  and  was  elected  president 
of  the  company.  The  road  is  now  part  of 
the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad  system. 
Mr.  Burch  is  still  largely  interested  in  it 
and  is  closely  allied  with  its  management. 
The  Julien  house,  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  commodious  hotels  ever  erected  in  a 
city  the  size  of  Dubuque,  probably  owes  its 


BURCH,  George  B.,  of  Dubuque,  was 
born  at  Lyons,  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  on 
the22d  of  March,  1836.  His  parents  were 
James  H.  Burch  and  Ruhama  S.  Burch, 
nee  Dunn,  both  natives  of  New  York.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  at  the  public 
schools.  His  father  being  in  moderate 
circumstances  could  give  him  but  little 
assistance,  and  at  the  age  of  14  he  com- 
menced life  for  himself  by  entering  the 
employ  of  a  druggist,  as  clerk.  Later  he 
served  in  several  clerical  positions,  and  in 
February,  1855,  moved  to  the  west,  and 
settled  in  Portage,  Wis.,  where,  in  1859,  he 
formed  a  partnership  in  the  drug  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Burch  &  Lewis.  In 
December  of  the  same  year  he  sold  his  in- 
terest in  the  drug  business  and  removed  to 
Necedah,  Wis.,  in  the  lumber  district, 
where,  for  a  year,  he  was  employed  as 
bookkeeper.  In  1861  he  entered  the  lum- 
ber business  for  himself,  by  purchasing  a 
small  lumber  mill  in  Necedah,  and  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  He  re- 
moved to  Dubuque  in  August,  1869,  and 
there  established  a  lumber  business  in  con- 
nection with  his  mills  in  Necedah.  Mean- 
while his  business  in  Necedah  had  steadily 
increased  from  year  to  year,  and  at  one 
time  he  was  president  of  two  large  lumber- 
ing companies  there,  which  were  later  con- 
solidated into  one,  the  Necedah  Lumber 
company,  and  is  still  in  operation,  he  being 
president. 

He  had  gradually  become  interested  in 
other  large  enterprises,  and  in  1881  sold 
out  his  lumbering  interests  in  Dubuque,  al- 
though still  retaining  his  interests  in 
Necedah.  In  January,  1884,  he  was  elected 
a  director  and  president  of  the  Second  Na- 
tional bank  of  Dubuque,  and  has  continued 


existence  to  his  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive spirit.  Besides  the  offices  already 
mentioned,  he  is  president  of  the  Necedah 
Lumber  company,  of  Necedah,  Wis.;  a 
director  and  treasurer  of  the  Key  City  Gas 
company.  He  is  also  vice-president  and 
director  of  the  Dunleith  &  Dubuque  Bridge 
company. 

He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
Finley  hospital,  and  has  been  a  trustee  and 
treasurer  since  its  organization.  He  has 
been  elected  mayor  of  Dubuque  three 
different  times.  In  1876  he  was  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  both  parties,  and  was  chosen 
without  opposition;  he  was  re-elected  in 
1877,  and  again  in  1888,  but  declined  further 
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election.  It  is  conceded  that  he  filled  the 
position  with  great  credit. 

He  was  married  on  the  27th  of  February, 
1860,  to  Miss  Ellen  H.  Merrill,  daughter 
of  Hon.  Samuel  D.  Merrill,  of  Vermont. 
They  have  six  children  living. 

Mr.  Burch  has  been  a  resident  of  Du- 
buque for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
during  all  that  time  no  man  has  labored 
more  earnestly,  or  more  steadily,  to  ad- 
vance the  material  prosperity  of  the  city 
than  he  has.  He  has  become  an  acknowl- 
edged leader  in  most  of  the  plans  that  have 
been  formulated  to  add  to  the  comfort  and 
wealth  of  the  people. 


WILLIAMS,  Robert,  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
Wareham  Williams,  deceased,  and  Ellen 
Elizabeth  Thacher,  now  a  resident  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.  His  father  was  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  and  retail  dry  goods  busi- 
ness and  was  prominently  identified  with 
oilier  commercial  interests  at  Norwich, 
Conn.,  at  which  place  Robert  Williams  was 
born,  July  11,  1852.  He  attended  school 
at  the  Norwich  Free  academy  and  then 
entered  Yale  university,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  1878.  Desiring  to  fol- 
low the  footsteps  of  his  father  and  perfect 
himself  in. commercial  pursuits,  he  in  1874 
sought  and  obtained  a  clerkship  in  the 
Thames  National  bank  of  Norwich,  Conn., 
without  salary,  and  he  attended  to  the  duties 
allotted  him  there  under  these  circum- 
stances until  June,  1875,  when  he  secured 
the  position  of  clearing  house  clerk  in  the 
Continental  National  bank  of  New  York 
city,  but  was  soon  obliged  to  give  it  up  on 
account  of  his  health.  In  August,  1875,  he 
moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  his  present 
home,  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Bur- 
lington, Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota  railway 
company,  under  Gen.  E.  P.  Winslow,  re- 
ceiver of  that  company,  as  clerk  for  Mr. 
C.  J.  Ives,  then  superintendent  of  the  road. 
In  1879  he  was  appointed  purchasing  agent, 
the  company  being  reorganized  in  the 
meantime  as  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  railway  company.  In  1881  he 
was  made  assistant  superintendent,  and  in 
1882  promoted  to  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  road  in  charge  of  the  oper- 
ating department;  in  1884  he  was  elected 
vice-president  of  the  company,  and  in  1894 
he  became  its  general  superintendent,  now 
holding  both  these  positions. 

He  is  in  private  life  of  a  quiet  and  re- 
tiring disposition,  taking  much  of  his 
social  pleasure  from  the  surroundings  of 


his  home  and  in  the  company  of  friends 
with  whom  he  has  been  intimate  for  years. 
In  business  matters  he  is  both  active  and 
energetic,  and  pursues  all  of  his  duties  in 
that  conscientious,  earnest  manner  peculiar 
to  those  who  have  inherited  the  sturdy 
traits  of  a  vigorous  New  England  ancestry. 
He  is  noted  in  railway  circles  for  the 
tenacious  way  in  which  he  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  fairness  and  justice  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  company 
he  has  been  so  closely  identified  with  for 
the  past  twenty-three  years.  As  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail- 
way company  is  recognized  and  stands  in 


Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota,  the 
three  states  in  which  its  line  is  located,  as 
the  embodiment  of  fair  and  reasonable 
business  principles,  it  can  be  fairly  said 
that  our  Mr.  Williams  bears  the  same  re- 
lationship to  the  company  as  far  as  these 
qualitiations  are  concerned,  as  it  does  to 
the  business  interests  of  the  states  through 
which  its  system  extends.  He  has  always 
been  a  republican  in  politics,  but  cannot 
be  considered  a  partisan  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  word. 

He  was  married  in  May,  1888,  to  Miss 
Mary  Poster  Bard,  of  Norwich,  Conn. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Ellen  Elizabeth, 
born  July  21,  1892. 
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BROWN,  Ernest  C,  a  practicing  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  high  standing,  now  a 
resident  of  Madrid,  Boone  county,  is  a 
native  of  New  York  state,  having  been 
born  in  Verona,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y., 
August  24,  1867. 

His  father,  Calvin  Brown,  was  one  of  those 
highly  respectable  farmers  who,  while  their  hold- 
ings are  not  large,  yet  from  their  thrift,  probity, 
and  general  sterling  qualities,  take  a  very  high 
rank.  He  owned  a  small  farm  near  Verona,  N.  Y., 
on  which  he  lived  for  nearly  fifty  years,  raised  and 
educated  his  large  family.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  September,  1806,  he  was  one  of  Oneida 
county's  oldest  inhabitants,  and  his  portrait  with 
sketch  of  life  appears  in  the  history  of  Oneida 
county  and  its  people  as  published  that  year.  From 
the  standpoint  of  ability,  he  was  prepared  by  nature 


for  a  broader  field  of  action.  He  gave  considerable 
attention  to  fruit  growing,  gaining  a  state- wide 
reputation  for  the  excellent  varieties  of  pears, 
apples  and  grapes  which  he  produced.  He  figured 
prominently  in  the  agricultural  and  horticultural 
societies  of  both  county  and  state.  Later  he  drifted 
into  the  dairy  business  most  successfully,  and 
owned  at  one  time  what  was  called  the  Banner 
dairy.  His  wife  and  the  mother  of  Ernest  C,  was 
Mary  Jane  Morton,  daughter  of  Samuel  Morton,  of 
Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Mortons  so 
prominent  in  the  history  of  New  England,  and  in 
the  line  of  descent  from  Sir  George  Morton,  who 
fitted  out  the  Mayflower  for  its  famous  voyage,  but 
who,  through  the  intrigue  of  the  British,  was  ar- 
rested and  not  allowed  to  sail  with  the  expedition 
he  had  formed.  The  Mortons,  however,  came  to 
Massachusetts  the  following  year  in  the  ship 
**Speed-Well."    The  Browns  were  also  from  the 


best  of  old  New  England  stock,  coming  from  Con- 
necticut to  New  York  in  1796,  and  located  on  a 
farm  which  has  ever  since  remained  in  the  Brown 
family. 

The  doctor's  ancestry  on  his  mother's  side,  the 
Mortons,  and  his  grandmother  Brown's  side,  who 
was  a  Talcott,  trace  well  back  into  the  early  Eng- 
lish history;  the  Talcotte  to  the  earl  of  Warwick, 
and  the  Mortons  to  William  the  conqueror. 

Grandfather  Brown  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of 
1812,  and  Great-grandfather  Morton  was  with  Ethan 
Allen  in  his  revolutionary  exploits. 

The  doctor's  early  education  and  home 
training  were  looked  after  by  his  father, 
who  was  always  very  kind  and  indulgent, 
and  by  his  older  sisters.  After  leaving 
the  district  school,  he  attended  the  Rome 
Free  academy  for  two  winters,  working  on 
his  father's  farm  during  the  summer  sea- 
sons. 

At  the  age  of  21  years,  he  left  the  farm 
and  entered  Fort  Edward  Collegiate  insti- 
tute, at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  pursuing  the 
classical  course.  Leaving  this,  he  went  to 
Michigan,  working  for  a  time  for  B.  F. 
Johnson  &  Company,  publishers,  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  entered 
the  Homeopathic  Medical  college  of  the 
Michigan  university  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in 
June,  1893.  In  August,  1893,  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  entered  at  once  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession. 

For  a  few  months  he  was  associated 
with  Dr.  Martin,  the  leading  Homeopathist 
of  Boone,  and  in  October,  1893,  came  to 
Madrid,  Iowa,  and  opened  an  oflSce  for  him- 
self, where  he  has  since  resided.  By  his 
honesty  and  integrity  of  character,  and  his 
professional  ability  and  skill,  he  has  built 
up  a  large  and  very  successful  practice. 
He  is  health  physician  for  that  city  and 
for  Garden  township.  In  the  spring  of 
1898  the  doctor  went  east  for  some  post- 
graduate work  in  surgical  obstetrics  and 
gynecology,  and  his  most  marked  success 
has  been  in  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women 
and  children.  In  politics  he  is  a  demo- 
crat, going  home  from  Fort  Edward,  when 
at  school,  a  distance  of  over  150  miles  to 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Grover  Cleveland, 
and  David  B.  Hill,  in  that  memorable  New 
York  struggle  of  1888.  He  was  the  demo- 
cratic candidate  for  coroner  of  Boone 
county  in  1896,  running  on  the  Bryan 
ticket,  and  though  far  ahead  of  his  ticket 
in  his  home  county,  he  met  the  same  fate 
as  the  great  champion  of  free  silver.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homeopathy,  and  attended  its  session  at 
Omaha,  in  June,  1898;  also-  a  member  of 
the  Hahnemann    Medical    association   of 
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Iowa;  examining  physician  for  several 
life  insurance  companies.  In  religion  he 
is  a  Methodist,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Madrid,  and  one  of  its  board  of  trustees. 


KELLY,  Thomas  Francis,  postmaster 
of  Adair,  is  the  son  of  M.  B.  Kelly,  who 
was  born  in  the  parish  of  Balloymoe,  Gal- 
way,  Ireland,  March  30,  1834. 

HIb  father,  Timothy  Kelly,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  parish  and  county  in  1812,  came,  after  his 
marriage  in  1833,  to  Red  Bank,  N.  J.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  six  months,  when  he  returned  to  Ire- 
land. He  died  August  15,  1895.  The  wife  of  Tim- 
othy   Kelly,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine 


Doud,  was  born  in  Galway  county,  the  same  year 
as  her  husband.  In  1894  she  visited  America, 
where  her  children  lived.  She  remained  six 
months,  and  died  shortly  after  her  return  to  Ire- 
land, on  September  20,  1895.  Michael  Kelly,  after 
his  marriage  in  1857  to  Agnes  B.  Fane,  a  native  of 
the  same  county  in  Ireland,  bom  May  14,  1838, 
came  to  America,  direct  to  Scott  county,  Iowa, 
in  1858.  Mrs.  Kelly  assisted  her  father  in  the 
government  school,  and  after  their  arrival  in  Scott 
ooimty  worked  for  the  wife  of  the  farmer  with 
whom  Mr.  Kelly  was  engaged,  earning  a  salary  of 
$60  a  year.  She  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Scott  county.  Mr.  Kelly  received  a  salary  of  8100 
for  two  years,  when  he  rented  a  farm  in  Sheridan 
township,  which  a  f^w  years  later  he  purchased, 
living  on  the  same  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  7,  1897  Mr.  Kelly  was  well  known  in  Scott 
and  adjoining  counties.    He  bought  and  dealt  in 


stock  for  twenty-five  years.  He  was  liberally  dis- 
posed. His  reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing 
was  above  reproach.  During  the  forty  years  he 
farmed  in  Scott  county,  he  was  known  as  one  of  the 
hardest  working  men  in  the  county,  and  the  only 
vacation  he  allowed  himself  was  the  few  months  he 
spent  in  1887  visiting  his  parents  in  Ireland. 

The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  on 
his  mother's  side,  was  Walter  Fane,  who  was  born 
in  KiUcorn,  Ireland,  and  for  twenty-five  years  prior 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  June  16,  1861,  he  was 
the  government  schoolmaster  in  the  parish  of 
Ballymoe.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Betty  Goulden,  was  born  May  14,  1811,  in  French 
Park,  Ireland.  She  came  to  America  in  1865  and 
lived  with  her  daughter,  Agnes  Kelly,  until  her 
death  in  1871. 

Thomas  F.  Kelly  was  born  October 
16,  1861,  in  Scott  county,  Iowa.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  in  his  township, 
his  first  teacher  being  Miss  Wicks,  now 
the  wife  of  Hon.  B.  T.  Seaman,  of  Scott 
county.  During  the  fall  and  winter  of  1881 
and  1882  he  attended  the  Wilton  academy, 
at  Wilton  Junction.  Mr.  Kelly  earned  his 
first  dollar,  in  the  winter  of  1870,  trapping 
mink  and  muskrats,  on  what  was  then 
known  as  the  Slopertown  big  slough,  now 
drained  and  farmed.  During  this  winter 
he  trapped  and  sold  $27  worth  of  hides. 
Most  of  his  trapping  was  done  by  moon- 
light, as  he  attended  school  by  day,  and  in 
the  evening  had  the  chores  to  do  at  home. 
He  remained  at  home  and  worked  for  his 
father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  27  years  of 
age,  excepting  for  a  few  months  attending 
college,  and  eight  months  that  were  spent 
in  the  south  and  west.  Following  this 
he  rented  one  of  his  father's  farms  in  Scott 
county  for  two  years.  Wishing  to  become 
owner  of  a  farm  of  his  own,  Mr.  Kelly 
went  west  to  Adair,  March  1,  1891,  where 
he  accomplished  his  desire,  and  now  owns 
two  well-improved  farms  in  the  vicinity  of 
Adair.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  consider- 
able property  in  the  town  of  Adair,  which 
has  been  acquired  through  his  own  industry 
and  economy. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  December 
16,  1893j^  he  rented  his  farm,  and  the  next 
spring,  in  June,  1894,  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Adair.  After  the  fire,  in  1894, 
which  destroyed  twenty-two  of  the  thirty- 
three  business  places  in  Adair,  he  purchased 
a  lot  in  the  center  of  the  business  portion  of 
the  town  and  erected  a  brick  building 
thereon,  a  part  of  which  he  now  uses  for 
an  office  room.  Mr.  Kelly  has  given  ex- 
cellent satisfaction  as  postmaster,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen. 

He  is  a  charter  member  of  Mount  Hope 
Camp  No.  59  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church.     He 
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was  married  March  4,  1888,  to  Miss  Jessie 
Carter.  Three  children  were  born,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy;  Francis  Walter, 
born  November  18,  1891,  lives  with  his 
grandparents  in  Scott  county  since  the 
death  of  his  mother. 


VAN  HORNE,  George  W.,  late  editor 
of  the  Muscatine  Neics- Tribune,  who,  in  his 
more  than  twenty-five  yearsof  active  news- 
paper association,  gained  for  himself  the 
name  of  being  one  of  the  ablest  journalists 
and  most  eloquent  of  social  and  political 
platform  orators  in  the  state,  was  born  in 


Chicopee,  Mass.,  October  12,  1833,  and 
died  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  February  8,  1895. 
After  a  thorough  academic  education,  he 
began  the  study  of  law,  under  the  guidance 
of  Judge  Gillett,  of  Westfield,  Mass.,  but 
seeing  greater  possibilities  for  his  talent 
in  the  growing  west,  he  came  to  Iowa  in 
1855,  entering  the  office  of  Cloud  &  O'Con- 
ner,  at  Muscatine,  to  complete  his  studies 
and  learn  the  Hawkeye  mode  of  procedure. 
His  pleasing  address,  exceptional  command 
of  language  and  adaptability  for  his  chosen 
pursuit,  quickly  won  for  him  deserved 
recognizance,  and  upon  his  admittance  to 
the  bar  he  was  taken  into  partnership  by 
D.  C.  Cloud,  then  the  first  attorney-general 
of    the    state.     His    powers    as  a  public 


speaker  soon  drew  him  into  politics,  and  in 
1860  he  was  appointed  by  Lincoln  as  con- 
sul at  Marseilles,   France.     He  held  this 
post  all  through  the  war,  having  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  youngest  man  in  the 
foreign  diplomatic  service  of  the  United 
States  during  that  critical  period.     Return- 
ing to  America  in  1866  he  accepted  the 
invitation  of  the  republican  state  central 
committee  of  Arkansas  to  take  editorial 
charge  of  the  new  state  organ  that  was 
being  established  in  Little  Rock;  but  the 
newspaper    plant  was    destroyed    by  fire 
before  his  arrival,  involving  a  complete 
loss,  and  Mr.  Van  Home  was  persuaded  to 
stay  in  the  south  in  the  capacity  of  regis- 
trar of  Scott  county.  Ark.,  under  the  re- 
construction laws  of  congress,  but  he  soon 
resigned  his  position  to  return  to  Massa- 
chusetts.    Mr.   Van    Home,    for    several 
years  following,  turned  his  attention  to 
various  pursuits  in  New  England,  return- 
ing to  Iowa  in  1870  and  starting  the  Mus- 
catine Tribune.     He  afterwards  bought  the 
Muscatine   Courier  and  the    Betts    Bros, 
were  admitted  to  a  partnership  which  lasted 
until  Mr.  Van  Home  withdrew  to  enter  the 
lecture  field.     He  was  afterwards  placed 
in  charge  of  the  local  editorship  of  the 
Muscatine    Journal^    where    he    remained 
until  1887,  when  the  Muscatine  News  Co. 
was    organized    and    incorporated.      Mr. 
Van  Home  was  elected  secretary  and  made 
editor-in-chief  of  the  Daily  Neivs,  which  be- 
gan publication  independent  in   politics. 
The  editor,  however,  had  come  to  have 
marked  democratic  convictions,  and  soon 
imbued  the  paper  with  his  personality.    It 
quickly    became    the    recognized    official 
organ  of  that  party  in  Muscatine  county, 
and  in   May,  1889,  the  Muscatine    Tribune 
and  News  were  consolidated,  with  Mr.  Van 
Home  still  the  editor-in-chief.     In  1893  he 
was  again  the  recipient  of  political  favors, 
this  time  from  the  democratic  party,  whose 
cause  he  had  so  zealously  championed  in 
his  editorship,  being  appointed  postmaster 
at  Muscatine  by  the  practically  unanimous 
desire  of  his  local  party,  his  commission 
issuing  May  12,   1893.     Mr.  Van   Home's 
genius,  as  portrayed  by  his  pen,  has  been 
said  by  able  critics  to  have  been  unexcelled 
by  any  associate  journalist.     A  thorough 
student,  he  traversed  the  continent  in  his 
stay  abroad  with  eyes  open  to  the  observ^a- 
tion  of  the  many  scenes  and  places  made 
notable  by  history  and    tradition,    while 
his  intercourse  in  life  with  those  notable 
in  society  and  politics  added  to  his  quali- 
ties as  a  *  *  raconteur ' '  and  writer.     Among 
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other  of  his  literary  efforts  for  paper 
and  lecture  field  are  such  as  **  Storied 
Scenes  of  Europe,"  **  Old  London  Town,'' 
**  Picturesque  Prance, "  **  Men  and  Women 
I  "Have  Seen,  * '  *  *  Parmer  Whiting  Letters, ' ' 
and  ** Kaleidoscopes  of  Memory."  In 
the  fall  of  1892,  he  became  a  victim 
to  a  malignant  form  of  tumor  on  his 
left  leg.  The  surgeons  decided  that  a 
thigh  amputation  was  the  only  recourse, 
and  told  Mr.  Van  Home  that  in  submitting 
himself  to  the  operation,  death  was  almost 
inevitable.  A  week's  respite  was  asked 
by  him  to  put  his  worldly  affairs  in  order, 
and  then  it  was  that  his  journalistic  ten- 
dencies proved  their  mastery  over  the 
physical  man  in  the  preparation  of  a  sup- 
posedly farewell  editorial,  written  for  his 
paper  and  published  December  11,  1892, 
entitled,  "Perhaps  a  Valedictory,"  which 
in  its  graphic  word  painting  displayed  so 
truly  the  strength  of  character  and  noble 
sentiments  of  the  doomed  writer  as  to  be 
reproduced  and  commented  upon  by  the 
press  universally  throughout  the  west.  He 
survived  the  ordeal,  however,  and  lived 
until  the  fall  of  1894,  when  he  fell  a  prey  to 
nervous  prostration,  from  which  he  passed 
away  in  the  dawn  of  the  following  year, 
mourned  by  a  city  and  eulogized  by  the 
newspapers  of  the  state  in  a  manner  rarely 
accorded  to  one  in  the  private  walks  of 
life.  Mr.  Van  Home  was  married  Sep- 
tember 15,  1858,  to  Miss  Mary  Morrow, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  James  G. 
Morrow,  one  of  the  founders  of  Muscatine, 
and  at  the  time  a  step-daughter  of  his 
former  law  partner,  Mr.  Cloud.  Of  this 
union  there  were  born  four  children:  Hattie 
D.,  born  at  Muscatine,  July  2,  1859;  Benny 
R.,  born  at  Chicopee,  Mass.,  July  14, 1861, 
who  died  in  infancy  in  Prance;  Lulu  C, 
born  at  Marseilles,  Prance,  May  3,  1865, 
now  the  wife  of  Edward  G.  Magoon,  of 
Muscatine;  and  Elworth  Stiles,  born  at 
Muscatine,  June  14,  1874. 


TEDFORD,  James  Harvey,  of  Mt. 
Ayr,  senior  editor  of  the  Blnggold  Recordj 
is  a  man  who  has  the  reputation  of  know- 
ing how  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  En- 
glish language  in  his  well-known  news- 
paper. He  was  born  in  Putnam  county, 
Ind. ,  March  4,  1833,  of  stock  whose  gene- 
alogy can  be  traced  through  the  best 
families  of  Tennessee.  He  is  wholly  self- 
made,  having  earned  the  money  with  which 
his  education  was  secured  by  teaching 
school.     He  entered  Hanover  college  at 


the  age  of  17,  and  graduated  therefrom  in 
1856,  with  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts. 
He  subsequently  attended  the  United 
Presbyterian  Theological  seminary  at 
Xenia,  Ohio,  for  three  years,  during  thfe 
time  Whitelaw  Reid  was  publishing  a  paper 
in  that  city.  On  the  completion  of  his 
education  he  entered  upon  the  ministry, 
and  for  thirty  years  filled  the  pulpits  of 
prominent  churches  in  Greenville,  Pa.; 
Tipton,  Ind.,  and  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa.  At  the 
conclusion  of  his  pastorate  in  the  last 
named  city  in  1886,  he  became  associate 
editor  and  part  owner  of  the  Ringgold  Re- 
piibUcaUf  a  paper  that  had  been  established 


a  short  time  previously.  About  one  year 
thereafter  he,  with  his  partner,  purchased 
the  Ringgold  Record^  the  oldest  paper  in  the 
county,  having  been  established  in  1865, 
and  the  two  papers  were  consolidated.    . 

At  the  time  he  first  located  in  Mt.  Ayr, 
in  1879,  he  was  employed  as  pastor  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  denomination,  to 
which  work  his  time  was  devoted  until 
entering  upon  a  journalistic  career.  As  a 
newspaper  man  he  has  been  a  success. 
Commencing  with  but  limited  capital,  he 
now  owns,  with  his  son,  one  of  the  best 
newspaper  plants  in  southwestern  Iowa. 

His  political  preferences  have  always 
been  for  the  republican  party.     He  was 
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clerk  for  the  interstate  and  foreign  com- 
merce committee  in  the  national  house  in 
1895-6,  appointed  by  Congressman  W.  P. 
Hepburn,  of  whom  he  has  ever  been  a 
warm  supporter  and  faithful  friend  in  vic- 
tory and  in  defeat.  He  was  married  in 
June,  1862,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Rowan,  at 
Argyle,  N.  Y.  They  have  two  children: 
Howard,  who  is  connected  with  him  in  the 
publishing  of  the  Record,  and  Mary  Tedford. 


TEDPORD,  Howard.  One  of  the  ris- 
ing newspaper  men  of  Iowa  is  Howard 
Tedford,  of  the  Ringgold  Record,  He  was  born 


in  Tipton  county,  Ind.,  May  30,  1870.  His 
father  is  the  well-known  J.  H.  Tedford,  at 
the  head  of  the  firm  of  Tedford  &  Son, 
publishers  of  the  Record,  one  of  the  leading 
county  papers  of  southern  Iowa.  His 
mother  was  Elizabeth  Rowan,  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  descendant  of  the  family  of 
patriots  of  that  name  who  took  such  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  war  for  independence. 
Howard  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Tipton  county,  Ind.,  and  Ringgold  county, 
Iowa.  He  entered  Monmouth  college  at 
Monmouth,  111.,  but  left  college  at  the  end 
of  two  years  to  enter  into  partnership  with 
his  father  in  the  publishing  of  the  Record, 
While  at  Monmouth  he  was  a  member  of 


the  Eccritean  society,  and  at  the  head  of 
his  class  in  all  the  branches  of  study.  He 
came  to  Iowa  first  with  his  parents  in  1879, 
and  located  in  Mt.  Ayr,  which  place  has 
been  his  home  ever  since.  His  first  manual 
labor  was  performed  on  the  farm,  but  he 
early  entered  the  newspaper  business,  in 
fact,  his  common  school  and  college  edu- 
cation has  been  augmented  by  a  thorough 
printing  office  training,  and  thus  by  the- 
oretical and  practical  instruction  he  is  fit- 
ted for  the  profession  of  his  father.  During 
his  father*s  absence  in  Washington  he  had 
entire  charge  of  the  paper  and  then,  in 
1897,  exchanged  duties  with  his  father  in 
Washington,  in  order  to  get  the  experience 
of  Washington  life. 

Like  his  illustrious  sire,  he  is  a  republi- 
can through  and  through.  He  is  president 
of  the  Eighth  District  Republican  league, 
has  been  a  delegate  to  several  of  its  na- 
tional conventions,  and  occupies  a  position 
of  influence  and  usefulness  in  the  league. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  republican  central 
committee  of  his  county  during  the  years 
1895  and  1896.  He  is  prominent  in  the  order 
of  Knights  of  Pythias. 


KELLY,  John  Charles,  the  well- 
known  editor  of  the  Sijoux  City  Daily  Trib- 
une, is  a  native  of  the  **  Empire  State.'' 
He  was  born  in  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
26th  of  February^  1852.  His  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Kelly,  and  his 
father's  name  was  Thomas  C.  Kelly,  but 
they  were  of  different  families  and  types, 
although  both  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and 
well  educated  in  youth.  His  grandfather 
on  his  father's  side,  was  a  business  man, 
and  on  the  mother's  side  a  farmer.  John 
C.'s  grandmother,  on  his  mother's  side,  was 
a  Scotch  woman.  His  father's  education 
was  completed  at  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, after  which  he  spent  some  years  in 
travel.  Two  of  his  father's  brothers  held 
commissions  in  the  British  army,  but 
Thomas  was  educated  for  civil  life,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  December, 
1849.  His  wife's  people  were  farmers,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  he  engaged  in 
the  same  occupation  soon  after  he  reached 
America.  Upon  the  opening  of  the  civil 
war,  and  in  response  to  President  Lincoln's 
first  call  for  volunteers,  Thomas  C.  tendered 
his  services  to  his  adopted  country,  and, 
raising  a  segment  of  a  company,  received  a 
lieutenant 's  commission.  He  had  become  a 
citizen  of  the  republic  as  soon  as  its  laws 
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permitted,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  allying  himself  with  the  Doug- 
las wing  of  the  democratic  party.  When 
his  father  entered  the  union  army,  John  C. 
was  not  10  years  old,  and,  although  a  mere 
schoolboy,  he  undertook  to  manage  his 
father's  large  farm,  but  soon  found  it  too 
formidable  an  undertaking  for  a  youth 
of  his  years.  His  education,  up  to  this 
time,  had  been  such  only  as  the  country 
district  schools  afforded.  But  the  instruc- 
tion given  by  his  father  at  home  was 
found  in  after  life  to  be  of  more  practical 
value  than  that  imparted  at  school.  John 
had  a  strong  desire  to  get  into  the  union 
army  in  some  capacity,  and  went  on  to 
Washington  in  1862,  arriving  in  the  city  in 
time  to  witness  **McClellan's  Grand  Re- 
view, "  but  his  youth  thwarted  this  desire. 
During  the  war  he  had  but  two  short  terms 
at  school,  and  after  its  close  he  had  three 
months'  instruction  in  a  grammar  school  in 
Washington.  His  father  was  disabled  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  the  boy  found  himself  the 
chief  support  of  the  family,  whose  for- 
tunes had  been  wrecked.  He  secured  em- 
ployment in  stores  at  the  national  capital, 
and  spent  the  late  evenings,  generally  up 
till  midnight,  in  study.  Under  this  strain 
he  finally  broke  down.  In  December,  1869, 
his  father  died,  and  soon  after  John  se- 
cured a  position  in  the  government  printing 
office,  where  it  was  thought  his  health 
might  be  recruited.  He  made  such  progress 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
printing,  stereotyping  and  electrotyping 
that,  while  he  had  yet  a  year  of  the  pre- 
scribed apprenticeship  unserved,  he  was 
chosen  by  Mills  &  Company,  then  state 
printers,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  to  purchase 
a  plant  for  them,  and  to  come  on  to  the 
state  capital  and  superintend  it.  On  the 
23d  of  May,  1873,  John  C.  Kelly,  then 
21  years  of  age,  crossed  the  Mississippi 
river,  came  to  Des  Moines  and  entered 
upon  the  responsible  duties  of  his  new 
position  at  a  salary  of  $30  a  week.  He 
served  more  than  three  years  with  Mills 
&  Company,  and  has  ever  since  reckoned 
the  surviving  members  of  the  firm  among 
his  best  friends.  While  in  their  employ  he 
divided  and  numbered  the  streets  of  Des 
Moines  on  the  ** Philadelphia  plan,"  it 
being  the  first  city  in  Iowa  so  divided.  Mr. 
Kelly  was  the  pioneer  in  organizing  the 
first  Building  association  in  Iowa.  It  was 
established  by  him  at  Des  Moines,  and  he 
became  its  secretary.  Associated  with  him 
in  the  directory  were  such  men  as  T.  S. 
Wright,  Adam  Howell  and  L.  Harbach.   In 


Des  Moines  Mr.  Kelly  first  met  Miss  Martha 
A.  Hill,  daughter  of  Col.  S.  G.  Hill,  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Iowa  infantry,  who  was  killed 
while  leading  his  regiment  at  the  battle  of 
Nashville.  Miss  Hill  and  Mr.  Kelly  were 
married  at  the  home  of  her  mother  in  Mus- 
catine, May  1,  1878.  It  was  a  very  happy 
union,  and  seven  children  came  to  make  the 
home  an  ideal  one.  Of  these,  Martha  died, 
while  Rose,  Mabel,  Rachel,  John  H.,  Eu- 
gene and  Gardner  are  living.  Mr.  Kelly 
read  law,  while  living  in  Des  Moines,  with 
Judge  William  Connor,  and  also  engaged  in 
merchandising,  but  eventually  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  Daily  State  Leader,  of 


which  he  became  one  of  the  editors.  Three 
years  later  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  that  paper,  and,  removing  to  Sioux  City, 
he  purchased  the  weekly  Tribune  of  that 
place.  In  1884  he  established  the  Sioux 
City  Daily  Tribune,  of  which  he  is  editor 
and  proprietor.  During  the  same  year  he 
established  the  Sioux  City  Printing  com- 
pany, which  has  grown  into  a  large  manu- 
facturing establishment,  dealing  in  printers ' 
supplies,  and  doing  auxiliary  publishing,  of 
which  enterprise  he  is  the  principal  owner 
and  general  manager.  In  1893  he  was  ap- 
pointed collector  of  internal  revenue  by 
President  Cleveland,  and  also  disbursing 
agent  of  the  treasury  department.  Mr. 
Kelly  was  always  a  **  hard-money ''  man, 
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and  is  an  advocate  of  the  single  gold 
standard.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first 
free  trade  or  tariff  reform  club  organized 
after  the  war.  He  has  for  many  years 
been  a  member  of  the  Reform  club,  of  New 
York,  and  a  warm  advocate  of  civil  service 
reform.  He  was  a  delegate  at  large  to  the 
democratic  national  convention  of  1888, 
which  nominated  Cleveland  and  Thurman. 
In  1892  Mr.  Kelly  supported  Goveror  Boies, 
in  the  national  democratic  convention,  as  a 
candidate  for  president.  In  1896  he  refused 
to  support  Bryan  for  president  on  the 
**free  coinage  ''  platform,  and  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  national  democratic  convention 
which  nominated  Palmer  and  Buckner.  He 
has  served  on  the  committee  on  resolu- 
tions in  ten  democratic  state  conventions. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  any  fraternity  or 
church,  but  since  his  marriage  has,  with 
his  wife,  attended  the  Congregational 
church.  He  was  for  many  years  president 
of  the  Humane  society,  of  Sioux  City. 


HANLEY,  Thomas  B.,  one  of  the  self- 
made  and  successful  men  of  Tipton,  was 
born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  December  11, 1852. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
four  of  whom  are  dead.  One  brother,  D. 
R.  Hanley,  is  a  steamboat  engineer,  who, 
with  a  sister,  Mrs.  Claus  Rolfs,  lives  in 
Davenport;  one  brother,  W.  H.  Hanley,  a 
lawyer,  and  another  brother,  M.  L.  Han- 
ley, also  a  steamboat  engineer,  live  in 
Dubuque;  another  brother,  J.  A.  Hanley, 
a  lawyer,  lives  in  Davenport.  Mr.  Han- 
ley's  father  and  mother  came  to  America 
from  Ireland  in  the  spring  of  1852,  locating 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  father  was  a 
laborer  in  ordinary  circumstances,  and  with 
a  family  of  ten  children  it  was  necessary 
that  they  should  learn  in  their  early  years 
to  be  of  use  to  themselves  and  to  others. 
The  family  removed  to  Scott  county,  Iowa, 
in  1856. 

After  leaving  the  public  schools  Mr. 
Hanley  attended  the  Iowa  Agricultural 
college  for  one  year  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Bachelors'  Debating  society.  He  after- 
wards entered  the  law  department  of  the 
State  university,  graduating  in  1880.  His 
first  work  outside  of  his  own  home  was  in 
a  sawmill.  At  this  time  he  also  taught 
school  off  and  on  for  ten  years.  After 
completing  his  law  studies  he  located  at 
Le  Claire,  Scott  county,  in  1880,  where  he 
practiced  law  until  1888,  when  he  removed 
to  Tipton  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
Hon.  William  P.  Wolf.     This  partnership 


continued  until  1894  when  Mr.  Wolf  be- 
came judge  of  the  district  court.  Mr.  Han- 
ley continued  his  practice  alone  and  has 
had  no  partner  since.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  was 
elected  grand  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  of  Iowa,  in  1895.  He  was  unani- 
mously elected  representative  to  the  su- 
preme lodge  in  1897.  He  was  one  of  six 
men  to  organize  the  Modern  Brotherhood 
of  America,  a  fraternal  beneficiary  asso- 
ciation. He  is  president  of  the  association. 
The  organization  has  been  reinarkably  suc- 
cessful from  the  start,  thus  reflecting  much 
credit  upon  its  originators. 


Mr.  Hanley  was  a  democrat  until  1882, 
when  he  became  a  republican.  He  was 
mayor  of  Tipton  for  two  years,  and  it  was 
largely  through  his  influence  that  Tipton 
has  one  of  best  electric  light  plants  in  the 
state. 

Besides  being  a  Knight  of  Pythias  he  is 
a  Mason,  and  belongs  to  the  Modern 
Brotherhood  of  America,  also  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  was  married 
October  7,  1880,  to  Miss  Flora  Free,  of 
Port  Byron,  111.  They  have  one  child: 
Edna,  bom  August  16,  1882. 

Without  assistance  Mr.  Hanley  worked 
his  way  up  in  the  world,  reaching  a  goodly 
position  in  society,  in  his  profession  and  in 
the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 
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MARSHALL,  Rev.  Alexander  Stew- 
art, D.  D.,  late  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Marion,  had  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  February  3,  1896,  almost  completed 
a  pastorate  of  forty  years.  He  was  the  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Stewart  Marshall, 
and  was  next  to  the  youngest  in  the  family 
of  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was 
born  April  29,  1829,  on  a  farm  near  Dayton, 
Armstrong  county,  Pa.,  and  he  received 
his  education,  after  the  common  school 
period,  in  Elder's  Ridge  academy  and 
Washington  college,  grs^uating  from  the 
latter  in  1853.  He  studied  theology  at 
Western  Theological  seminary  and  Prince- 
ton Theological  seminary,  and  was  licensed 
by  the  Blairsville  Presbytery  in  June,  1855. 

In  December,  1855,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  Rob  Christy,  and  re- 
moved to  Marion  the  following  spring, 
preaching  his  first  sermon  April  20, 
1856,  in  the  old  brick  school  building 
torn  down  four  years  ago  to  make  room 
for  the  new  Prescott  building.  The  con- 
gregation April  20,  1856,  numbered  thirty- 
five. 

In  March,  1882,  partly  from  ill  health 
and  partly  from  a  thought  that  another 
might  serve  the  church  more  efficiently,  he 
tendered  his  resignation,  but  the  church 
arose  almost  in  a  body  to  beg  him  to  recon- 
sider it,  and  granted  him  a  three  months' 
vacation  and  the  means  for  himself  and 
wife  to  spend  it  as  they  chose. 

A  man  who  can  live  for  forty  years  in 
one  community,  and  have  no  one  speak 
slightingly  of  him  when  he  is  gone,  is 
more  than  an  ordinary  man.  He  was  an 
extraordinary  man. 

Among  some  of  the  things  that  were 
said  of  him  by  L.  P.  Bardwell,  editor  of 
the  Marion  Pilot,  who  bore  no  other  rela- 
tion to  him  than  that  of  a  citizen,  are  these: 
*  *  His  kindly  greetings  were  for  everybody 
he  met.  Particularly  was  he  a  man  who 
had  only  good  words  for  all.  No  unkindly 
words  were  ever  spoken  in  our  presence. 
Never  intolerant  in  his  views,  he  was  never- 
theless decidedly  firm  in  his  convictions  of 
what  he  considered  right.  We  believe  his 
life  was  an  open  book  kno^n  and  read  by 
all  men.  His  whole  soul  was  in  his  life 
work  for  the  Master,  and,  as  we  firmly  be- 
lieve, he  fell  bearing  the  cross.  In  season 
and  out  of  season,  we  have  known  him  to 
speak  to  the  weak,  discouraged,  dejected, 
or  as  some  would  put  it — the  fallen 
creatures  of  the  earth,  always  pointing 
them  to  the  better  way.  He  was  dearly 
beloved  by  the  large  membership  of  his 


church,  and  by  those  called  outsiders, 
who  were  regular  attendants — by  the  other 
denominations  with  which  he  always  main- 
tained the  most  cordial  relations,  and  by 
the  community  at  large,  who  generously 
accorded  him  an  honest  consistency  in  all 
his  convictions  " 

A  writer  from  Cedar  Rapids,  in  the  Mid- 
Contiiwnt,  spoke  thus  concerning  him :  *  *  He 
stood  for  forty  years  a  witness  for  Christ 
in  this  community,  till  his  sound  Presby- 
terianism,  his  Christian  benevolence,  his 
pastoral  influence,  and  his  loyal  citizenship, 
have  left  their  enduring  impress  upon  the 
church,  the  school,  the  town  in  which  he 


lived,  and  the  whole  surrounding  commu- 
nity. The  people  without  regard  to  party 
or  creed,  mourn  his  death.  He  was  an 
earnest  expositor  of  God's  word.  He  was 
most  mindful  of  the  poor,  the  sick  and  the 
afflicted.  He  was  the  friend  of  everyone  in 
need,  as  well  as  everyone  who  craved 
counsel  and  encouragement. " 

Rev.  Dr.  Marshall  left  four  children:  C. 
H.  Marshall,  division  chief  clerk  for  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  at  this 
point,  and  a  member  of  the  city  council; 
Miss  Lizzie  R.,  the  present  efficient  head  of 
the  Marion  high  school;  Mrs.  Rosa  Phelps, 
of  Council  Bluffs,  and  Miss  Bertha,  a 
teacher  in  Brookline,  Mass. 
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Long  will  the  influence  of  Dr.  Marshall's 
right  living  be  felt  in  Marion,  and  through- 
out Linn  county.  When  we  seek  for 
words  to  sum  up  the  life  of  this  pure  man 
who  lived  in  the  world  so  long  and  yet  was 
not  of  it,  we  throw  aside  all  weak  expres- 
sions of  our  own,  and  quote  the  noble  lines 
with  which  Goldsmith  closes  his  poem, 
"The  Village  Preacher:" 

As  some  taU  oUff  that  rears  Its  beauteous  form, 
SweUs  from  the  yale  and  midway  braves  the  storm, 
Tho'  round  its  orest  the  roUlng-  clouds  are  spread. 
Eternal  sunshine  settles  on  its  head. 


GILLILL AND,  Shirley,  was  born  in  a 
log  hut  on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  river 


in  Mills  county,  Iowa,  forty-three  years 
ago,  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  He  grew 
up  on  a  farm  in  that  neighborhood,  with 
limited  school  advantages  to  the  age  of  17. 
On  the  death  of  his  grandmother  at  that 
time,  who  left  him  $200,  he  started  for  Iowa 
City  and  entered  the  old  **  sub-fresh  "  de- 
partment of  the  university  in  January, 
1874,  where  he  remained  through  the  whole 
course,  sawing  wood  Saturdays,  turning 
the  old  Republivxin  press  nights  and  work- 
ing in  vacations  to  help  pay  expenses.  He 
graduated  in  1879  with  commencement 
honors.  In  1879-80  he  engaged  in  news- 
paper work  on  the  Iowa  City  Republican 


and  Gate  City.  His  health  failing  under 
the  strain  of  morning  daily  service,  he 
spent  the  next  three  years  on  the  old  home 
place  in  Mills  county,  farming  in  summer 
and  teaching  in  winter.  In  1883-4  he  re- 
turned to  the  university  and  took  the  law 
course,  graduating  among  the  commence- 
ment eight  in  a  class  of  one  hundred  and 
three.  In  June,  1884,  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone,  at  Glen- 
wood,  which  continued  until  the  latter  be- 
came attorney-general  in  1889.  In  1878  he 
was  the  annual  commencement  orator  for 
Irving  society.  In  February,  1879,  he  was 
the  salutatorian  for  the  annual  program  of 
this  society.  In  1884  was  on  the  debate 
for  annual  program  of  the  same.  In  1885 
he  was  selected  by  the  faculty  of  the  law 
department  and  the  supreme  court  as  a 
member  of  the  examining  board  of  the  law 
class  of  1885  as  the  representative  of  the 
class  of  1884.  In  1894  he  was  again  selected 
as  a  member  of  the  examining  board,  and 
in  1895  was  selected  by  the  supreme  court 
as  member  of  a  committee  of  three  to  ex- 
amine applicants  for  admission  before  that 
body.  In  1891  he  was  elected  by  the  board 
of  regents  of  the  university  as  a  member 
from  the  Ninth  congressional  district  to  fill 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
J.  J.  McConnell.  In  1892  he  was  elected 
by  the  legislature  to  a  full  term  and  in 
1898  re-elected.  On  this  board  he  has  been 
frank,  direct  and  fearless,  having  no 
patience  with  red  tape  or  snobbery,  and 
imbued  with  the  one  purpose  to  give  the 
university  high  rank.  In  1892  he  was 
elected  county  attorney  of  Mills  county, 
and  was  twice  re-elected,  declining  to  be  a 
candidate  in  1898  in  order  to  enter  the  con- 
test for  senator  for  the  Mills- Montgomery 
district.  During  his  six  years  as  a  prose- 
cutor for  Mills  county  he  secured  the  con- 
viction of  118  persons  in  the  district  court, 
collected  over  $15,000  for  the  county,  and 
in  the  whole  period  not  a  dollar  was  paid 
by  the  county  for  assistant  counsel.  He 
has  been  one  of  the  active  spirits  in  bring- 
ing Mills  county  into  notice  as  a  fruit 
region  and  was  the  presiding  ofiicer  at 
both  the  apple  carnivals.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Old  Settlers'  association, 
comprising  Fremont,  Mills  and  Montgom- 
ery counties.  In  politics,  Mr.  Gillilland  is 
an  ardent  republican,  and  was  temporary 
chairman  of  the  last  congressional  conven- 
tion, and  in  religion  he  is  an  earnest  Con- 
gregationalist,  being  honored  by  the 
Council  Bluffs  association  with  election  as 
its  delegate  to  the  national  association  at 
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Portland,  Ore.,  in  1898.  His  family  con- 
sists of  a  wife,  formerly  Elsie  Moulton,  a 
son,  Paul,  aged  8,  and  a  daughter,  Grace, 
aged  6. 


KUEHNLE,  Carl  P.,  one  of  the  best- 
known  young-  lawyers  in  the  state,  is  a 
native  lowan,  born  in  Dubuque  April  7, 
1861.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles  F.  Kuehnle, 
who  was  born  in  Germany,  and  Mary  Von 
EJschen  Kuehnle,  who  was  bom  in  Switzer- 
land. He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Dubuque  until  he  was  about  10  years  of 
age,  when  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  East  Waterloo,  graduating 
from  the  East  Waterloo  high  school  in 
June,  1878,  as  valedictorian  of  the  class. 
Honors  thus  began  to  come  to  him  early  in 
life,  and  more  than  an  ordinary  share  have 
been  bestowed  upon  this  energetic,  young 
Iowa  man.  Entering  the  State  University 
of  Iowa  immediately  after  his  graduation 
from  the  high  school,  he  began  to  win 
honors  from  the  first.  He  won  the  prize 
offered  by  the  professor  of  English  liter- 
ature to  the  best  student  of  Shakespeare; 
was  one  of  two  successful  contestants  in 
the  junior  oratorical  contest;  was  saluta- 
torian  of  his  class  when  graduating  from  the 
law  department,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Irving  Institute  Literary  society.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  collegiate  department  with 
the  degree  of  Ph.  B.,  in  June,  1881,  and 
from  the  law  department  of  the  same  uni- 
versity in  June,  1882,  with  the  degree 
of  LL.  B.  In  1884  he  received  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  from  the  same  institution.  Mr. 
Kuehnle 's  professional  career  began, where 
it  is  now  in  successful  progress,  in  Denison, 
Iowa.  At  first  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Conner  &  Shaw,  lawyers,  commencing  in 
the  fall  of  1882.  January  1, 1885,  Mr.  Con.- 
ner,  of  that  firm,  became  district  judge,  and 
the  firm  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Kuehnle  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  the  other  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  L.  M.  Shaw,  now  governor 
of  Iowa,  which  still  continues  under  the 
firm  name  of  Shaw  &  Kuehnle.  In  1887 
the  firm  established  a  branch  ofiice  in 
Charter  Oak,  Iowa,  in  charge  of  P.  D.  Mc- 
Mahon.  In  1888  Mr.  Kuehnle  became 
vice-president  of  the  Bank  of  Manilla,  in 
Manilla,  Iowa,  a  position  which  he  still 
holds.  The  Bank  of  Denison  was  estab- 
lished by  the  firm  of  Shaw  &  Kuehnle, 
January  1,  1890,  with  L.  M.  Shaw  as  pres- 
ident; C.  F.  Kuehnle,  vice-president,  and 
C.  L.  Voss,  cashier.     Mr.  Kuehnle  is  half 


owner  of  the  bank.  Governor  Shaw,  own- 
ing the  other  half.  The  firm  has  done 
an  enormous  business  in  farm  loans,  their 
loans  being  valued  in  the  east  at  the  top  of 
the  market,  because  of  the  unquestionable 
character  of  the  securities.  The  firm  has 
had  the  best  law  practice  in  the  county  for 
years,  and  is  one  of  the  strongest  in  west- 
ern Iowa.  To  this  result,  in  both  branches 
of  the  business,  Mr.  Kuehnle 's  great 
energy  and  quick  perception  have  con- 
tributed a  very  large  share.  Mr.  Kuehnle 
is  fond  of  politics,  and  is  well  known  all 
over  the  state  as  one  of  the  **  hustlers  ''  of 
the  republican  party.     He  has  repeatedly 


been  chairman  of  the  republican  county 
committee,  of  Crawford  county;  notably,  in 
the  presidential  campaigns  in  which  Har- 
rison and  McKinley  were  elected;  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Tenth  district  republican 
league;  has  been  chairman  of  the  senatorial 
committee  of  his  district,  and  was  vice- 
president  of  the  republican  national  league 
for  the  state  of  Iowa  in  1893-94.  He  is  now 
the  Iowa  member  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  national  republican  league.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  state  convention 
which  nominated  Mr.  Shaw  for  governor  in 
1897,  and  his  large  state  acquaintance  was  a 
source  of  much  strength  to  Mr.  Shaw.  Mr. 
Kuehnle  is  a  member  of  the  local  lodges  of 
the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  and  Knights  of 
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Pythias;  is  also  a  Knight  Templar  and 
Mystic  Shriner;  was  grand  chancellor  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  of  Iowa  for  1893-94, 
and  is  now  supreme  representative  from 
the  grand  lodge  of  Iowa  to  the  supreme 
lodge  of  the  world,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  has  been  president  of  the  Alumni  as- 
sociation of  the  State  university,  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  promoters,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Denison  Normal  School  association. 
He  was  married,  October  11,  1889,  to  Miss 
Lillie  M.  Laub,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Hon.  H.  C.  Laub,  of  Denison.  They  have 
two  children:  Lydia  Belle  Kuehnle,  born 
August  10,  1892,  and  Carl  Frederick 
Kuehnle,  born  June  22,  1896. 


HOYT,  William  Henry,  M.  D.,  one  of 
the  prominent  physicians  of  Sioux  City, 
was  born  in  Northfield,  Vt.,  April  27,  1862. 
He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Norris  Hoyt,  who 
superintended  for  years  the  wood  construc- 
tion for  the  Vermont  Central  railroad,  and 
later  had  charge  of  the  carpenter  depart- 
ment of  the  Nashua  Manufacturing  com- 
pany, at  Nashua,  N.  H.  His  brothers  are 
natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  state,  living 
in  the  vicinity  of  Peachem  Hollow  and 
Hardwick.  The  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Jane  Ford,  a  native  of  Bangor, 
Me.,  but  subsequently  a  resident  of  Hard- 
wick, Vt. 

Doctor  Hoyt  moved  to  Nashau  with 
his  parents  in  1867.  He  at  once  entered 
the  public  schools,  continuing  in  the  same 
until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  was  hon- 
orably graduated,  receiving  the  Noyes' 
prize  medal  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  his 
class  in  scholarship  and  deportment  for  the 
four  years'  high  school  course. 

During  his  boyhood  days,  the  first  money 
earned  by  his  own  efforts  was  while  acting 
as  a  newsboy  for  a  local  paper  of  large  cir- 
culation. Thus  was  started  early  a  wish 
to  be  independent,  to  pave  the  way  for  his 
own  future  college  education,  and  so  in 
many  ways,  during  his  school  vacations, 
he  added  to  his  first  small  earnings.  In 
this  he  was  very  successful. 

Having  conceived  at  an  early  date  a 
choice  of  the  medical  profession  as  his 
future  career,  he  engaged  in  the  drug 
business,  at  the  completion  of  his  studies 
in  the  high  school,  as  a  preliminary  step 
to  the  years  of  college  work  necessary  to 
acquire  a  medical  education. 

In  the  fall  of  1882  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  the  City  of 


New  York,  graduating  with  honors  in  the 
spring  of  1886.  He  then  pursued  a  valu- 
able and  instructive  course  of  surgical  and 
practical  medicine  by  accepting  the  posi- 
tion of  resident  physician  of  the  institutions 
of  Westchester  county,  located  near  Tarry- 
town,  on  the  Hudson  river. 

In  1887  he  located  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
through  the  influence  of  eastern  capitalists, 
and  at  once  assumed  the  responsibilities  of 
the  active  practice  of  medicine.  Becoming 
well-known  and  popular  through  county 
as  well  as  jcity,  in  1898  he  received  the 
nomination  for  county  coroner,  and  was 
elected    to  that    office    by  a    remarkable 


majority.  In  1895  he  was  made  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  the  republicans  and  a 
second  time  was  easily  elected. 

Dr.  Hoyt,  in  professional  circles,  enjoys 
a  high  standing,  and  in  the  different  medi- 
cal societies  and  associations  is  regarded  as 
a  valuable  member.  He  still  retains  his 
membership  with  the  Granite  Lodge,  I.  0. 
O.  F.,  of  Nashua,  N.  H. 

June  24,  1896,  he  was  married  to  Dr. 
Katherine  E.  Prichard,  of  Nashua,  N.  H., 
a  native  of  Bradford,  Vt.  She  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Women's  Medical  college  of  New 
York  city,  and  engaged  in  active  practice 
in  Nashua,  and  later  in  the  New  England 
hospital,  of  Boston.  They  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Congregational  church. 
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PHELPS,  Hon.  Julian,  who  repre- 
sented the  Cass  and  Shelby  senatorial 
district  in  the  general  assembly,  €uid  author 
of  the  anti-cigarette  law  enacted  by  the 
legislature,  in  1896  and  1897,  resides  at 
Atiantic  in  his  beautiful  suburban  home 
known  as  **The  Oaks."  He  was  born  at 
South  Hero,  Grand  Island  county,  Vt., 
April  4,  1838.  His  father,  William  Phelps, 
was  a  farmer  and  the  owner  of  a  large 
tract  of  valuable  land  near  Milton,  Vt.  He 
was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  town 
and  county,  and  was  especially  active  in  all 
educational  affairs.  He  died  some  years 
ago.  The  mother  was  born  on  Grand 
Island,  in  Lake  Champlain,  and  is  still 
living  at  Milton,  Vt.,  at  the  age  of  82. 
Her  mother's  name  was  Stark,  a  near  rela- 
tive of  General  Stark,  of  revolutionary 
fame. 

Julian  Phelps  was  fitted  for  college  in 
an  academy  at  South  Hero,  under  the  in- 
struction of  Rev.  O.  G.  Wheeler,  a  man  of 
great  intellectual  attainments  and  remark- 
able force  of  character.  He  exerted  a 
wonderful  influence  over  his  pupils,  moral 
and  intellectual.  In  the  fall  of  1860  he 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont,  and 
there  pursued  his  studies  until  early  in  the 
spring  of  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
union  army.  The  university,  like  most  of 
the  colleges,  permitted  those  students  who 
enlisted  during  their  senior  year  to  gradu- 
ate with  their  class.  Mr.  Phelps  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  and 
was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Burlington,  Vt., 
where,  through  skil  If  ul  treatment,  his  wound 
healed  rapidly,  and  he  was  able  to  gradu- 
ate with  his  class  in  June,  1864,  delivering 
his  oration  in  uniform  and  supporting  him- 
self on  the  platform  with  a  cane.  He  then 
returned  to  the  front,  and  served  with  his 
regiment  to  the  close  of  the  war,  after 
which  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  Daniel  Roberts,  of  Bur- 
lington, who  was  associated  with  Senator 
Edmunds  in  much  of  his  law  business. 
He  had  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh  Vermont 
infantry  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was  in 
the  battles  of  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  and  all  others  under  Grant 
and  Sheridan  until  Lee's  surrender  at  Ap- 
pomattox. He  is  a  member  of  Sam  Rice 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Atlantic. 

In  October,  1866,  he  entered  the  Albany 
Law  school,  and  graduated  in  the  summer 
of  the  following  year.  William  McKinley, 
of  Ohio,  was  in  the  senior  class  of  that  in- 
stitution at  the  time  Mr.  Phelps  matricu- 
lated.    After  graduation  he  came  to  Iowa, 


and  located  at  Lewis,  in  Cass  county, 
where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge 
Henry  Temple.  Lewis  was  then  a  small 
town  and  the  county  seat,  but  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Rock  Island  railroad  the 
capital  was  removed  to  Atlantic,  and  the 
firm  of  Temple  &  Phelps  followed  shortly. 
The  relation  existed  until  the  fall  of  1887, 
when  Prank  O.  Temple,  son  of  the  senior 
member,  was  admitted  to  partnership,  and 
the  style  became  Temple,  Phelps  &  Temple, 
and  so  remained  until  the  death  of  Judge 
Temple,  a  few  months  thereafter,  since 
which  the  firm  has  continued  as  Phelps  & 
Temple.     They  were  employed  with  Hon. 


Thomas  P.  Withrow,  for  B.  F.  Allen  and 
other  plaintiffs,  in  the  noted  Atlantic 
town-site  case,  involving  the  title  to  nearly 
all  of  the  town  of  Atlantic,  which  termi- 
nated in  their  favor  at  the  end  of  a  stub- 
bornly fought  legal  battle. 

He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lincoln,  and 
has  voted  the  republican  ticket  since.  He 
was  elected  to  the  state  senate  in  Novem- 
ber, 1893,  from  the  Eighteenth  senatorial 
district,  and  at  the  session  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  General  Assembly  introduced  and 
procured  the  passage  of  the  bill  known  as 
the  **Bill  for  an  act  to  prohibit  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  cigarettes."  He  was 
among  the  foremost  senators  in  influence 
and  ability,  and  was  prominentin  the  more 
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important  work  of  the  senate,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  floor.  In  1897 
Senator  Phelps  was  appointed  by  the  pres- 
ident to  be  United  States  consul  atCrefleld, 
Germany,  and  is  now  serving  his  country 
abroad. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Case  in  1869,  and  she  died  the  following 
year,  leaving  an  infant  son,  who  died  soon 
after.  Mr.  Phelps  later  married  a  sister 
of  his  first  wife,  Percis  M.  Case.  Two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  are  now 
living.  The  daughter,  Anna,  is  now  the 
wife  of  F.  O.  Temple,  and  the  son.  Will 
P.  Phelps,  is  in  the  law  department  of  the 
Iowa  State  university. 


MARKLEY,Henry  H.,  ex -postmaster  of 
Cedar  Falls,  was  born  in  Knox  county, 
Ohio,  January  7,  1841.  His  father,  James 
Markley,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ohio. 
Born  in  Bedford,  Pa.,  in  1802,  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Knox  county,  Ohio,  in 
1807,  and  in  1866  to  Cedar  Palls,  where  he 
died  in  1871.  His  father  was  Henry  Mark- 
ley,  and  when  he  came  to  Ohio  he  bought 
1,000  acres  of  timber  land  and  opened  up  a 
farm,  where  he  built  and  operated  a  dis- 
tillery. He  died  in  1832.  His  wife  was 
Jane  Morrison.  Jas.  Markley  *s  wife  was 
Catherine  Ankeny,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  in  1838.  She 
died  March  20,  1899.  in  Cedar  Falls,  at  the 
age  of  81  years.  Henry  H.  Markley  went 
to  school  in  the  log  schoolhouse  in  Ohio 
and  afterward  attended  the  Union  Graded 
school  in  Frederick  town,  and  one  term  in 
Antioch  college.  In  September,  1861,  he 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  graduating 
in  March,  1863.  He  was  elected  and  com- 
missioned captain  of  Company  B,  Second 
Regiment  Ohio  militia,  in  Knox  county, 
July  4,  1863,  and  was  promoted  to  lieuten- 
ant-colonel of  the  same  regiment  Septem- 
ber 7,  1863.  In  October  he  assisted  in 
raising  a  company  of  volunteers  for  an 
Ohio  regiment,  but  on  account  of  political 
influence  he  did  not  receive  the  commission 
which  had  been  promised  him.  He  then 
went  to  California,  and  April  28,  1864,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Second  California 
Veteran  volunteers,  of  San  Francisco.  He 
served  as  clerk  at  General  Mason's  office 
in  San  Francisco  for  a  month,  then  as  clerk 
to  the  assistant  commissioner  of  musters 
of  the  Northern  district  of  California,  with 
headquarters  at  Fort  Humboldt,  for  three 


months,  then  as  company  clerk,  and  finally 
as  commissary  sergeant  of  the  regiment, 
until  he  was  discharged  at  Fort  Yuma, 
Cal.,  March  31,  1866.  A  company  had 
been  organized  and  plans  made  at  this  time 
for  laying  an  overlatfd  telegraph  line 
through  Siberia  and  Alaska,  and  Mr. 
Markley  engaged  to  assist  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  line.  Just  as  the  party  was 
about  to  start  news  was  received  of  the 
successful  construction  of  the  Atlantic 
cable,  which  rendered  the  overland  tele- 
graph line  useless.  Mr.  Markley  then 
went  to  British  Columbia  and  engaged  in 
mining  and  prospecting.     He    settled    in 


Walla  Walla  in  1868  but  came  to  Iowa  the 
next  year,  arriving  in  Cedar  Falls  Decem- 
ber 31,  1869. 

The  next  year  he  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  was  married,  October  11,  1870,  in 
Fulton,  to  Mary  A.  Schenck.  In  March, 
1871,  they  moved  to  a  farm  in  Butler 
county,  near  Parkersburg,  where  they 
lived  until  1880,  when  they  moved  to  Cedar 
Falls  and  have  lived  there  since.  In  1878 
Mr.  Markley  built  the  first  modern  creamery 
and  cheese  factory  in  Butler  county,  and 
later,  in  partnership  with  Thomas  Dads- 
well,  erected  and  operated  eight  creameries 
in  Butler,  Grundy  and  Hardin  counties. 
This  partnership  ended  in  1893.  Since 
1884  Mr.  Markley  has  been  interested  in 
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mining  in  northern  Idaho,  and  has  spent 
part  of  his  time  there.  In  February,  1895, 
President  Cleveland  appointed  Mr.  Mark- 
ley  postmaster  of  Cedar  Falls.  His  term 
expired  March  1,  1899.  This  recognition 
was  earned  by  his  activity  and  prominence 
as  a  democrat,  and  by  his  high  standing  as 
a  business  man  in  the  community.  He  has 
always  affiliated  with  the  democratic  party 
and  was  elected  mayor  of  Cedar  Falls  in 
1884.  He  is  serving  his  ninth  year  as  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  and  fourth  year  as 
president  of  the  board.  Mr.  Markley  be- 
longs to  James  Brownell  Post  No.  222,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Cedar  Falls,  and  also  to  the  Iowa 
Legion  of  Honor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Markley 
have  one  son  living:  Fred  A. ,  born  August 
4,  1877.  One  da\ighter  died  in  infancy, 
and  another  daughter,  Kitty  S.,  died  May 
1,  1897,  aged  25  years. 


LLOYD,  Edward  S., of  Remsen,  Plym- 
outh county,  a  man  who  leads  a  busy  life 
in  the  practice  of  law,  was  born  at  Iowa 
City,  Iowa,  June  25,  1859.  His  father  is 
the  well-known  Dr.  Frederick  Lloyd,  of 
Iowa  City,  where  he  has  been  in  practice 
since  1857.  He  served  as  surgeon  in  the 
Eleventh  and  Sixteenth  Iowa  regiments 
during  the  war.  The  mother,  before  mar- 
riage, was  Isabella  Harriet  Wade,  and  came 
to  America  from  England  when  11  years  of 
age.  The  father^  also,  was  born  in  England 
and  emigrated  to  this  country  at  the  age  of 
10  years.  The  ancestors  on  the  father's 
side  were  for  several  generations  officers 
in  the  British  army;  the  mother's — noted 
clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Henry  Hamilton,  a  member  of  one  branch 
of  her  mother's  family,  was  a  resident 
property  owner  of  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Edward  S.  Lloyd  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  private  school  of  F.  R. 
Gaynor,  now  district  judge,  of  Plymouth 
county.  Then  followed  matriculation  and 
graduation  in  the  regular  order  for  a  period 
of  years,  from  the  Iowa  City  high  school, 
the  Irving  institute,  and  the  classical  and 
law  departments  of  the  Iowa  State  uni- 
versity, respectively;  the  latter  June  19, 
1883.  In  the  meantime  he  had  worked  in 
various  capacities  to  pay  the  expense  of 
his  schooling.  For  a  time  he  was  clerk  in 
the  quartermaster's  department  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  was  with  a  surveying  party  in  the 
employ  of  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad, 
working  in  Montana.  His  first  occupation 
after  quitting  college  was  as  principal  of 
31 


the  Remsen  public  schools,  in  which  he 
served  for  two  years.  He  then  decided  to 
engage  in  the  practice  of  law,  and  as  the 
town  of  Remsen  appeared  to  offer  a  good 
field,  he  at  once  opened  an  office.  That 
was  in  1886,  and  at  this  writing  he  is  still 
there,  enjoying  an  extensive  and  constantly 
growing  practice  and  not  at  all  sorry  for 
having  made  the  venture.  The  first  vote 
of  Mr.  Lloyd  was  cast  for  James  A.  Gar- 
field, after  which  his  sympathies  and  his 
support  went  to  the  democratic  party,  and 
he  is  yet  strong  in  that  faith.  He  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  municipal  affairs  of 
Remsen,  was  instrumental  in  a  large  de- 
gree in  securing  its  incorporation  in  1887, 


and  has  served  as  city  clerk  continuously 
since  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  one 
term.  In  township  matters,  too,  he  is 
quite  prominent,  and  has  acted  as  clerk  at 
various  times;  is  at  present  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  the  Catholic  Mutual 
Protective  association.  He  is  active  in  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  in  which  order  he  has  held 
the  positions  of  recorder,  financier,  re- 
ceiver, master  workman  and  past  master 
workman.  April  19,  1893,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Kieffer,  daughter  of  J.  P. 
Kieffer,  of  Remsen.  They  have  three 
children:  Edward  George  Lucien,  Heloise 
Eklith  and  Harriet  Annie. 
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HOBART,  Alva  C,  better  known  as 
Senator  Hobart,  of  Cherokee,  was  bom  at 
Royalton,  Wis.,  July  26, 1860.  His  father 
C.  E.  P.  Hobart,  married  Eliza  A.  Tibbitts, 
and  was  formerly  an  attorney  at  law,  in 
Wisconsin.  He  removed  to  Cherokee, 
Iowa,  in  1870,  and  engaged  in  the  grain 
business.  He  is  of  English  ancestry,  being 
a  direct  descendant  of  Edmund  Hobart, 
who  came  from  Hingham,  England,  in 
1634,  and  settled  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen 
for  many  years. 

Young  Hobart  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Royalton  and  Cherokee,  and  an 


academy  at  Iowa  City.  During  the  years 
1878  and  1879  he  managed  his  father's  farm, 
near  Cherokee,  and  earned  enough  money 
to  take  him  through  college.  Entering 
the  State  university,  at  Iowa  City,  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  for  four  years,  and  grad- 
uated in  June,  1885,  taking  the  degree  of 
Ph.  B.  He  then  studied  law  for  one  year 
in  the  office*  of  Senator  A.  F.  Meservey,  of 
Cherokee,  and  in  1887  was  elected  clerk  of 
the  district  court  and  served  one  tel'm. 
Not  wishing  to  delay  his  admission  to  the 
bar,  he  was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election, 
and  was  admitted  in  May,  1889.  He  im- 
mediately opened  an  office  in  Cherokee,  and 
in  1890  was  elected  county  attorney  and 
served  two  terms,  or  until  the  close  of  1894. 


In  1895  he  was  elected  state  senator  for  the 
Forty-sixth  senatorial  district,  comprising 
the  counties  of  Cherokee,  Ida  and  Plym- 
outh. The  senator's  law  practice  has 
been  successful  and  satisfactory,  and  his 
work  has  been  done  alone  until  June,  1897, 
when  he  associated  with  him,  Truxton 
Goodrell,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  following  from  a  Des  Moines  daily 
shows  what  is  thought  of  Senator  Hobart 's 
legislative  work:     **He  is  thoroughly  un- 
assuming, and  if  he  has  any  particular  fault, 
it  lies  in  the  fact  that  he  under-estimates  his 
own  abilities.     As  a  senator  he  is  as  plain 
and  unpretentious  as  he  is  in  his  own  home. 
Still,  he  is  an  able  legislator  and  wields  a 
large  influence  in  the  law-making  body  of 
the  state.  During  the  extra  session  he  devel- 
oped much  prominence  by  his  advocacy  of 
the  famous  Temple  amendment,  which  pro- 
vides   that   the    railway    employes    who 
were  members  of  a  protective  association, 
organized  and  controlled  by  a  railroad  com- 
pany, should  not  thereby  forfeit  claims  for 
loss  of  life  or  limbs  while  in  the  employ 
of    the   company.     This  amendment  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  certain  railroad  cor- 
porations, and  flnally  defeated.     The  joint 
legislative  committee  of  the  railway  em- 
ployes' organizations  of  the  state  issued 
a  pamphlet  reviewing  the  result  of  the 
proposition  involved  in  the  amendment,  in 
which   it  took   occasion    to    highly  com- 
pliment Senator    Hobart    for  the    manly 
stand  he  took  in  the  senate  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  railway  men.     This  pamphlet 
speaks  of  him  as  one  ''who  stood  as  a 
beacon  light  in  the  interest  of  the  people 
and  public  policy,"  and  added  that  "the 
railroad  men  of  the  state  surely  ought  to 
know  from  this,   our  appreciation  of  the 
action  of  this  senator,  without  an  elaborate 
eulogy."    Senator  Hobart  comes  from  a 
town  that  is  largely  populated  by  railroad 
men,  and  we  are  sure  they  will  all  remem- 
ber his  good  ofiices  in  their  interests.    He 
was  equally  as  earnest  in  his  opposition  to 
the  Berry  substitute,  which  was  practically 
an  annulment  of  the  Temple  amendment, 
and  made  a  vigorous  speech  against  it 
The  vast  army  of  railway  men  in  Iowa 
should  not  soon  forget  Senator  Hobart's 
efforts  in  their  behalf,   and  the  bold  and 
courageous  manner  in  which  he  defended 
their  interests,    when  to  do  so  called  for 
the  exercise  of  a  vast  amount  of  moral 
courage.     Besides  opening  and  closing  the 
debate  in  the  senate  in  support  of   the 
Temple  amendment,  he  was  one  of  the  able 
supporters  of  the  Cheshire  amendment. 
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In  September,  1887,  Mr.  Hobart  was 
married  to  Hattie  L.  Beckwith,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Verner,  Carroll  and 
Louise.  He  has  always  been  a  republican 
and  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in  both 
state  and  local  campaigns.  Is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order. 


SMALL,  William  Edward,  of  Brook- 
lyn, was  born  in  Portland,  Me.,  September 
8,  1822.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Francis 
Small,  who  was  bom  in  England  in  1620, 
and  came  to  America  about  1682  with 
his  father,  Edward  Small,  and  their  kins- 
man, Capt.  Francis  Champernoune.  They 
settled  in  what  is  now  the  state  of  Maine. 

Edward  Small,  with  Captain  Champernoune  and 
others,  in  1635  founded  Piscataqua,  which  has  since 
been  divided  ibto  the  towns  of  Kittery,  Elliott, 
South  Berwick  and  Berwick.  Captain  Champer- 
noune was  a  member  of  the  famous  Devonshire 
family  of  that  name  who  were  direct  descendants 
of  'William  the  conqueror.  The  Small  family  is 
descended  from  a  branch  of  the  Champemounes. 
In  July,  1657,  Francis  Small,  who  then  lived  at 
Falmouth,  Me.,  bought  of  the  Indian  chief,  Skitter- 
gusett,  a  large  tract  of  land  called  Capisic,  near 
the  present  eity  of  Portland.  In  1668  he  received 
of  the  Indian  chief,  Sundy,  as  recompense  for  the 
burning  of  a  store  by  the  Indians,  a  deed  to  256,000 
acres  of  land  lying  between  the  Great  Ossipee,  the 
Saco,  the  Little  Ossipee  and  the  Neihewonock 
rivers.  This  land  now  constitutes  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  of  York,  Me.  The  original  deed 
signed  by  the  Indian  chief  was  recorded  in  1773 
and  confirmed  by  the  courts  as  valid.  It  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Lauriston  W.  Small,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  Samuel  Small,  one  of  the  ancestors  of  Wil- 
liam R,  was  active  during  the  controversy  which 
led  to  the  revolutionary  war,  and  was  at  the  head 
of  the  committee  of  safety.  One  of  Mr.  Small's 
cousins,  Sir  John  Small,  belonged  to  the  branch  of 
the  familv  that  remained  in  England.  He  was 
chief  justice  of  India  a  few  years  ago.  Another 
cousin  belonging  to  the  same  branch,  Col.  John 
Small,  commanded  a  detachment  of  the  British 
troops  at  Bunker  Hill. 

William  Small,  the  father  of  William  E., 
was  a  manufacturer  of  pianos  and  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Barnes  Hatch,  a  daughter  of 
Walter  Hatch,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  a 
descendant  of  William  Hatch,  of  Sandiwich, 
England,  who  was  a  merchant,  and  settled 
at  Scituate,  Mass. ,  in  1633.  William  E.  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Boston, 
Portland  and  Limington,  and  learned  the 
printer's  trade. 

He  gave  this  up  after  three  years  and 
went  to  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1841,  where  he 
clerked  for  two  years  in  the  largest  mer- 
cantile establishment  in  the  city.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  when  22  years  old,  he 
commenced  business  for  himself  by  pur- 


chasing a  tract  of  timber  land  and  hiring 
men  and  teams  to  cut  the  timber  and  haul 
it  to  the  river  where  it  could  be  floated  to 
the  mills.  He  next,  in  partnership  with 
George  H.  Herrick,  purchased  what  was 
half  a  township,  or  11,520  acres  of  timber 
land.  He  continued  in  the  land  and  timber 
business  until  1854,  when  he  came  to 
Davenport,  Iowa,  and  built  a  planing  mill 
in  partnership  with  John  M.  Cannon.  In 
the  fall  of  1856  the  firm  decided  to  start  a 
lumber  yard  at  Iowa  City,  and  Mr.  Small 
moved  to  that  place  to  take  charge  of  that 
business.     In  1859  he  was  elected  president 


of  the  Johnson  County  Agricultural  society, 
and  built  the  first  fair  ground  and  track  in 
the  county,  which  led  to  the  holding  of  the 
state  fair  at  that  place  in  1860  and  1861. 

Mr.  Small,  in  July,  1861,  joined  the 
Tenth  Regiment  of  Iowa  infantry,  at  Iowa 
City,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel, 
and  in  1862  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Charlestown,  Mo.,  New  Madrid,  Island 
No.  10,  Parmington,  Corinth,  and  in  the 
campaigns  against  Vicksburg,  via  Holly 
Springs,  Yazoo  Pass  and  Grand  Gulf  to 
Black  River.  Here  his  health  failed  and 
he  was  compelled  to  retire. 

Colonel  Small  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  and  was  for  several  years  president  of 
the  Brooklyn  Veteran  Union,  since  merged 
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into  the  John  J.  Drake  Post.  Politically, 
Colonel  Small  was  an  abolitionist,  and 
when  the  republican  party  adopted  that 
principle  he  acted  with  them.  When,  how- 
ever, it  was  proposed  to  enfranchise  the 
blacks,  he  believed  it  would  prove  a  curse 
to  both  blacks  and  whites  and  he  opposed 
that  action.  Since  that  time  he  has  affiliated 
with  the  democratic  party.  Colonel  Small 
served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  Brooklyn. 

He  was  married  at  Bangor,  Me.,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1844,  to  Mary  Quincy  Chick. 
They  have  four  children:  Frederick  A., 
born  at  Bangor,  Me.;  Helen  C,  born  at 
Bangor,  and  now  the  wife  of  George  Neil, 
of  Marshalltown;  Fannie  P.,  bornatBangor, 
and  now  the  wife  of  John  W.  Conger,  of 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Sarah  L.,  born  at  Iowa 
City,  and  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  C. 
Corbyn,  of  Tower,  Minn. 


VERNON,  Carlton  Hullet,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  modest  and  unassuming, 
yet  influential  and  valued  citizens  of  Oska- 
loosa  has  just  removed  his  home  to  Corn- 
ing, Adams  county,  June  14,  1899.  He  is 
president  of  the  Mahaska  County  State 
bank,  and  has  served  as  member  of  the  city 
council  and  director  of  Oskaloosa  schools, 
in  both  of  which  positions  he  earned  the 
thanks  of  an  appreciative  tax  paying  pub- 
lic by  reason  of  his  wisdom  in  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs  and  his  keen  regard 
for  the  interests  of  those  upon  whom  the 
burden  of  municipal  expense  rests.  Clean, 
honorable,  straightforward,  progressive 
and  generous,  his  friends,  both  in  public 
and  private  life,  are  many. 

His  is  the  story  of  a  boy  who  rose  from 
the  farm  to  a  high  place  in  the  financial 
and  political  circles  of  an  intelligent  and 
thoroughly  business-going  community.  He 
was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Ohio,  August 
22,  1845,  on  the  old  homestead  owned  by 
his  father,  and  there  lived  until  he  had  be- 
come a  man.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
Vernon,  a  conspicuous  and  highly  honored 
farmer,  and  Catherine  Smith  Vernon,  who 
comes  of  one  of  the  first  families  of  that 
well-known  name  in  Pennsylvania. 

Following  the  completion  of  the  common 
school  course  of  Monroe  county,  he  entered 
the  Fairbank  academy  at  Woodsfield.  His 
school  days  were  alternated  with  work  on 
the  farm  and  trapping  fur  animals.  It  was 
in  the  trapping  business  that  he  earned  his 
first  dollar.  Later  his  father  gave  him  an 
acre  of  land,  or  rather  the  use  thereof. 


which  he  planted  in  tobacco,  and  so  suc- 
cessful was  he  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
plant  that  a  considerable  sum  was  realized 
from  the  sale  of  the  crops. 

He  came  to  Iowa  in  1869  and  located 
near  Oskaloosa  on  a  farm  which  his  father 
had  purchased.  When  he  had  reached  the 
proper  age  he  was  given  a  small  tract  of 
land  by  his  father,  and  the  same  has  not 
only  remained  in  his  possession  ever  since, 
but  has  been  added  to  regularly  until  it  is 
now  a  large  and  valuable  farm. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Louisa 
Jones,  November  18,  1872.  They  have 
three  children:  Cora  Catherine,  Eld  win  Mc- 
Pherson  and  Sarah    Lena.     Mr.    Vernon 


was  reared  a  democrat,  but  was  converted 
to  republicanism  during  the  Vallandigham 
gubernatorial  campaign  in  Ohio,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  an  uncompromis- 
ing advocate  of  the  principles  and  candi- 
dates of  the  last-named  party.  In  all  the 
affairs  of  his  section  he  takes  an  active 
interest,  although  not  offensive  in  his  man- 
ner of  supporting  those  enterprises  which 
he  believes  to  be  for  the  greatest  good  of 
the  common  people.  He  is  a  man  of  genial 
manner,  easy  of  approach,  and  impresses 
one  with  his  strong  personality  and  high 
character. 

Mr.   Vernon  has  for  some  years  been 
developing  a  magnificent  farm  in  Adams 
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county,  where  he  now  has  about  1400  acres 
in  one  tract.  He  has  purchased  a  fine 
residence  in  Corning,  which  will  be  his 
future  home. 


LEWIS,  Judge  Charles  Henry.  The 
life  of  this  honorable  and  honored  citizen 
of  Woodbury  county  as  citizen,  soldier,  jur- 
ist and  judge,  stands  a  shining  example  of 
combined  American  attributes.  He  was 
born  October  17,  1889,  in  Collins  Center, 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.  His  parents  Oren  and 
Elizabeth  Nichols  Lewis,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  descended  from  English  an- 
cestors. When  he  was  but  9  months  old 
the  family  moved  to  southern  Wisconsin, 
where  they  remained  for  two  years,  and 
thence  went  to  Boone  county.  111.  They 
made  their  home  there  until  1851,  when 
they  came  to  Iowa,  arriving  at  Independ- 
ence October  8.  Three  years  later  the 
father  moved  to  Quasqueton,  Buchanan 
county,  this  state,  where  he  remained  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884. 
Judge  Lewis'  early  life  was  spent  upon  his 
father's  farm,  save  for  a  little  time  when 
he  was  employed  in  the  furniture  factory 
oi)erated  by  the  father  at  Independence. 
In  1859  he  began  a  close  student's  life  in 
Cornell  college,  at  Mount  Vernon.  In  1862 
he  left  the  school  and  enlisted  in  the  army, 
entering  the  services  as  a  private  soldier 
in  Company  H,  Twenty- seventh  Iowa  in- 
fantry. For  a  year  he  served  as  a  private 
soldier,  was  then  made  sergeant-major  of 
the  regiment,  and  held  that  position  for 
one  year,  when  he  was  promoted  to  first 
lieutenant,  and  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned adjutant,  which  position  he  filled 
until  the  war  closed.  He  served  three 
years  and  five  days,  and  during  all  that 
time  was  never  absent  from  the  regiment, 
and  was  off  duty  but  three  days,  during 
which  time  he  was  on  the  sick  list.  The 
war  closing,  he  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Buchanan  county,  and  soon  engaged 
with  his  brother,  and  another  in  the  milling 
and  mercantile  business,  which  he  pursued 
for  a  little  time.  He  then  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  State  university, 
and  graduated  therefrom  in  the  summer  of 
1869.  He  at  once  removed  to  Cherokee, 
Iowa,  arriving  there  May  29th  of  that  year, 
and  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father- 
in-law,  H.  C.  Kellogg.  They  were  the 
first  lawyers  in  the  county,  and  their  prac- 
tice was  soon  extensive  and  lucrative.  Mr. 
Lewis  was  county  recorder  and  county 
superintendent    of    schools    of    Cherokee 


county,  for  a  time.  In  1870  he  was  nom- 
inated district  attorney  of  the  Fourth  ju- 
dicial district  of  Iowa,  the  district  then 
embracing  twenty- two  counties  in  north- 
western Iowa.  He  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority.  He  served  as  such  until  Jan- 
uary 1,  1875.  So  well  had  Mr.  Lewis  per- 
formed his  duties  as  district  attorney,  that 
in  the  summer  of  1874  he  was  nominated 
for  district  judge,  and  at  the  fall  election, 
in  1874,  he  was  elected  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing vote.  In  the  fall  of  1878,  Judge  Lewis 
was  renominated  by  acclamation  to  suc- 
ceed himself,  and  at  the  fall  election  was 
chosen  for  another  term  by  an  increased 


majority.  He  served  two  terms  more  of 
four  years  each  in  that  capacity,  being 
re-elected  by  increasing  majorities  at  each 
election,  showing  the  appreciation  the  peo- 
ple had  of  his  talents  and  his  fitness  for  the 
office.  He  has  been  firm  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  and  has  justly  earned  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  judges 
who  ever  presided  over  any  court  in  Iowa 
In  the  first  trial  of  John  Arensdorf  and 
others  accused  of  the  murder  of  Rev.  George 
C.  Haddock,  of  Sioux  City,  Judge  Lewis 
presided,  and  won  the  favorable  opinion  of 
all  loyal  citizens.  He  has  presided  over 
nearly  all  the  hotly  contested  legal  battles 
growing  out  of  the  temperance  legislation 
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and  agitation,  in  so  far  as  the  same  have 
had  hearing  in  northwestern  Iowa. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  records 
of  the  district  court  of  Woodbury  county, 
being  a  portion  of  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  bar  association,  upon  the  retirement 
of  Judge  Lewis: 

Be9olved,  That  the  bar  of  Sioux  City  and  Wood- 
bury county  tender  to  Judge  Lewis  their  cordial 
and  affectionate  respect,  recognizing  in  him  those 
qualities  which  make  a  great  judge;  that  unerring 
sense  of  justice  which  seeks  for  the  right  under 
whatever  cloud  of  technicality;  that  promptness 
which  takes  from  the  law  the  reproach  of  delay; 
that  benevolent  spirit  which  knows  how  to  temper 
justice  with  kindness;  that  firmness  which  acts  and 
fears  not;  that  impartiality  which  looks  with  equal 
eye  upon  all  men  and  all  causes,  measuring  them 
only  with  the  standard  of  truth. 

The  judge  has  been  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  for  many  years,  and  is  prominent 
in  the  Loyal  Legion  of  Iowa. 


BURTON,  Asa  Huntington,  city  at- 
torney of  Sioux  City,  is  another  addition  to 
the  long  list  of  successful  Iowa  men  who 
came  from  New  England  stock.  His 
father  was  Alonzo  Hazen  Burton,  born 
in  Vermont  in  1827.  In  1846  he  came,  with 
his  parents,  to  Denmark,  Lee  county,  Iowa, 
and  located  on  a  farm.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Caroline  Louise  Ingalls,  youngest 
daughter  of  Rev.  Edmund  Ingalls,  a  Presby- 
terian minister  from  western  New  York,  and 
located  near  Denmark,  Iowa,  November  1, 
1854,  and  remained  on  his  farm  in  that 
county,  until  his  death.  May  14, 1893.  They 
had  three  children:  Edmund  Ingalls,  born 
January  -25,  1858;  Asa  Huntington,  born 
August  9,  1861,  and  Eugene  Henry,  born 
August  1,  1863;  all  now  living.  They 
lived  very  comfortably,  in  a  pleasant 
country  home.  The  families  date  back 
eight  generations  in  America,  and  on  both 
sides  members  have  attained  high  rank  in 
public  and  private  life.  Asa  H.  had  about 
the  usual  life  of  a  farmer's  son.  He  went 
to  school  in  the  district  school  until  he  was 
11  years  old,  when  he  worked  on  the  farm 
during  the  busy  season,  and  went  to  the 
academy  in  Denmark  in  the  fall  and  winter, 
riding  back  and  forth  on  horseback  be- 
tween the  town  and  his  father's  home,  where 
he  boarded.  When  about  18  years  of  age  he 
commenced  teaching,  and  doing  other  work 
around  the  academy,  graduating  from  that 
institution,  in  the  classical  course,  in  June, 
1883.  Having  determined  to  be  a  lawyer, 
he  commenced  studying  with  that  end  in 


view  at  once,  and  in  the  winter  of  1884  en- 
tered the  law  department  of  the  State  uni- 
versity, graduating  in  June,  1885,  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  After  helping  his  father 
out  with  the  summer's  work  on  the  farm» 
Mr.  Burton  located  temporarily  in  the  lit- 
tle town  of  Elliott,  Montgomery  county,  for 
the  practice  of  law,  and  here  he  received 
his  first  professional  earnings,  which  he 
remembers  was  for  drawing  some  instru- 
ments of  conveyance.  Learning  of  the  fine 
opening  in  the  rapidly-growing  and  pros- 
perous Sioux  City,  the  young  lawyer  re- 
mained only  six  months  in  Elliott,  when  he 
removed  to  his  present  residence,  where  he 


has  since  practiced  successfully.  He  was 
in  partnership  with  Thomas  P.  Bevington 
from  May;  1886,  to  September,  1890,  when 
he  purchased  Mr.  Bevington 's  interest, 
and  continued  alone  until  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  George  Conway,  in  May, 
1893.  This  lasted  one  year,  when  it  was 
dissolved,  and  Mr.  Burton  has  practiced 
alone  since.  In  March,  1894,  his  profes- 
sional ability  was  recognized  by  an  election 
to  the  office  of  city  attorney  of  Sioux  City, 
and  his  work  in  that  position  was  so  satis- 
factory that  he  was  re-elecfced  in  1896; 
both  times  on  the  republican  ticket,  for  he 
has  always  voted  with  the  republican  party. 
Mr.  Burton  has  always  been  a  close  stu- 
dent of  military  tactics,  having  been  teacher 
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and  captain  of  the  Denmark  Guards,  at 
Denmark  academy,  and  has  shown  his 
willingness  to  respond  to  the  demands 
of  his  country  by  serving  almost  six  years 
in  the  Iowa  National  Guard  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  H,  of  Sioux  City, 
Fourth  regiment.  He  is  a  member  of 
Sioux  Council  No.  1308,  Royal  Arcanum, 
Sioux  City.  He  was  married  September 
•20,  1888,  to  Helen  S.  Turner,  only  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Q.  Turner,  of  Denmark, 
Iowa.  Daughters  were  born  to  them,  Oc- 
tober 26,  1892,  named  Adelene  and  Caro- 
line.    The  latter  died  when  but  2  days  old. 


FOUSE,  Rev.  Dew  alt  S.,  D.  D.,  of 
Lisbon,  is  a  native  of  Huntingdon  county, 
Penn.  He  was  born  near  Marklesburg,  in 
that  county,  November  15,  1840.  His 
father,  Dewalt  Pouse,  was  born  December 
26,  1802,  in  Blair  county,  Penn.,  and  was  a 
minister  in  the  Reformed  church  in  the 
United  States.  His  grandfather  was  a 
native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  came  to 
•America  in  1784.  Dewalt  Pouse  was  mar- 
ried March  25,  1823,  to  Nancy  Shontz,  who 
was  bom  in  Huntingdon  county.  Her 
father.  Christian  Shontz,  and  her  mother, 
Margaret  Huber  Shontz,  were  both  natives 
of  Lancaster  county,  Penn.,  although  of 
Swiss  descent. 

Young  Mr.  Pouse  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
county  and  at  Marklesburg  academy.  The 
young  man  was  naturally  studious  and 
made  full  use  of  his  opportunities  for  ac- 
quiring knowledge.  He  entered  Franklin 
Marshall  college  at  Lancaster,  Penn.,  in 
1859.  His  college  course  was  interrupted 
by  the  rebellion,  and  September  16,  1861, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  C, 
Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Col.  John  R.  Brooke,  now  ac- 
tive in  the  service  at  Havana,  Cuba,  as 
military  governor.  Mr.  Fouse  was  soon 
made  orderly  sergeant,  and  December  14, 
1862,  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  of 
his  company.  During  much  of  the  time  he 
acted  as  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and 
when  mustered  out,  October  9,  1864,  he 
was  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the 
Fourth  brigade.  First  division.  Second 
army  corps.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock  was 
commander  of  the  corps.  Lieutenant 
Fouse  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fair 
Oaks,  Gains  Mills,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage 
Station,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern  Hill, 
Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,   Fredericks- 


burg, Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine 
Run,  and  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness 
campaign  from  the  Rapidan  river  to  Peters- 
burg in  1864.  Through  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  three  years  he  passed 
without  being  seriously  affected,  but  the 
poisoned  air  of  the  swamps  brought  on 
malarial  fever  at  last,  and  his  health  being 
shattered  and  the  term  of  enlistment  hav- 
ing expired,  he  returned  home  in  October, 
1864.  Six  of  his  brothers  were  in  the  army 
and  of  these  two  died  in  service,  one  lost 
an  eye,  and  another  has  a  crippled  leg  and 
arm.  After  resting  and  recovering  his 
health,  Mr.  Fouse  entered  the  Theological 
Seminary   of    the   Reformed   church,   at 


Mercersburg,  Penn.,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  May,  1867.  He  was  soon  after  sent 
by  the  board  of  home  missions  of  his  church 
to  do  mission  work  in  Iowa,  and  settled  near 
Central  City,  Linn  county,  in  July,  1867. 
While  living  there  he  preached  at  Boulder, 
Linn  county,  and  at  Brandon,  Buchanan 
county,  for  several  years.  In  1872  he 
moved  to  Lisbon,  where  he  preached  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  still  resides.  In 
October,  1889,  he  became  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  board  of  home  missions  of 
the  Reformed  church  in  the  United  States. 
This  gives  him  general  oversight  and  su- 
pervision of  all  the  home  missions  of  his 
church  in  the  United  States,  and  requires 
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him  to  spend  much  of  his  time  traveling 
among  the  churches. 

Mr.  Pouse  was  married  January  30, 
1868,  to  Sarah  A.  Geissinger,  of  Hunting- 
don county,  Penn.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren: David  Henry,  born  July  1,  1869,  and 
now  a  minister  in  the  Reformed  church; 
Samuel  G.,  born  Pebruary  27,  1871,  now  a 
merchant  in  Lisbon;  John  D.,  bom  Junel, 
1873,  now  a  commercial  traveler,  and  Mary 
Naomi,  born  April  18,  1879,  now  attending 
Cornell  college,  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa. 


HUPPAKER,  Henry  Harrison,  of 
Silver  City,  Mills  county,  a  highly  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  stock  raiser,  is  one  of 


the  most  prominent  agriculturists  in  south- 
western Iowa.  He  was  born  and  raised  on 
a  farm  and  from  early  boyhood  was  am- 
bitious to  follow  the  independent  life  of  a 
farmer,  and  become  the  owner  of  broad 
acres,  well  stocked  and  well  cultivated. 

Mr.  Huffaker's  father,  Israel  Huffaker, 
was  the  fourth  child  of  John  and  Priscilla 
Huffaker,  and  was  born  June  9,  1814,  in 
Wayne  county,  Ky .  At  the  age  of  14  years 
he  left  his  home  and,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  Jacob,  walked  to  Morgan  county, 
111.  Two  years  later  he  enlisted  in  the 
army  for  service  in  the  Black  Hawk  war, 
serving  during  the  years  1831  and  1832. 


After  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Jack- 
sonville and  on  May  1,  1834,  married  Ann 
Maria  Kurtz.  They  resided  in  Morgan 
county  until  1840,  when  they  removed  to 
Bureau  county,  111.,  and  were  engaged  in 
farming  until  1854.  In  that  year  they  re- 
moved to  Hancock  county,  where  they  re- 
sided two  years,  returning  to  Bureau 
county  in  1856.  They  lived  there  for 
thirty-four  years,  or  until  1890,  at  which 
time  they  removed  to  Mills  county,  Iowa, 
where  their  son  Henry  had  preceded  them 
a  number  of  years.  Israel  Huffaker  was  a 
zealous  Christian  man,  having,  in  his  early 
boyhood  days,  united  with  the  Christian 
church,  remaining  a  member  until  1841, 
when  he  united  with  the  Church  of  Christ, 
and  was  ordained  as  a  bishop  in  1844;  later 
he  was  designated  as  one  in  the  lineage  of 
Levi,  and  was  ever  an  energetic  worker 
for  his  Lord  and  Master.  In  his  occu])ation 
of  farming  he  was  very  successful  finan- 
cially, and  accumulated  over  2,000  acres  of 
land.     He  died  December  20,  1896. 

Henry  Huffaker 's  mother  was  born  near 
Samuel's  Depot,  Nelson  county,  Ky., 
March  9, 1819,  and  was  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Margaret  Kurtz.  She  was 
a  devoted  worker  in  the  Christian  church 
for  over  half  a  century,  ready  at  all  times 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  needy  and 
unfortunate.     She  died  August  20,  1895. 

H.  H.   Huffaker  was  born  January  24, 
1841,  in  Bureau  county.  111.,  near  Dover. 
He  attended  the  district  school  and  Dover 
academy,  completing  his  education  at  the 
Princeton,  111.,  high  school.     In   1868  he 
came  west  and  settled  in   Mills  county, 
Iowa,  his  present  home.     At  that  time  the 
country  was  in  its  wild  state,  the  settlers 
being  few  and  far  between.     His  farin  at 
first  consisted  of  about  300  acres,  and  it 
was  later  upon  this  tract  of  land  that  the 
foundation  of  Silver  City  was  laid,  after 
securing  from  the  Wabash,  St.   Louis  & 
Pacific  railroad  the  location  of  a  station 
there.     The  embryo  town  of  1879  has  grown 
until  at  the  present  time  it  numbers  about 
700  people.     Mr.  Huffaker  has  increased 
his  landed  possessions  until  he  now  owns 
1,500  acres  which  is  well  improved  and 
well  supplied  with  stock.     He  does  not 
buy  largely  of  stock  but  raises  nearly  all 
that  he  feeds,  having  constantly  in  pasture 
from   to  200  to  300  head.     Mr.   Huffaker 
has  held  a  number  of  offices  of  public  trust 
and  is  a  member  of  several  agricultural 
societies.     A  share  of  his  ample  means  is 
ever  ready  to  be  used  to  advance  the  cause 
of  education.     He  is  also  a  liberal  giver 
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for  the  aid  of  church  work  and  ever  will- 
ing, like  his  father,  to  respond  to  his 
Master's  will.  Was  ordained  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  January  8,  1872. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J  Post, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Jane  Post,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  December  11, 
1872,  in  Marion  county,  Iowa.  They  have 
one  daughter  by  adoption.  Birdie  Al- 
maretta  Huffaker. 

Father  Post  was  a  minister  of  the  gospel 
fifty-three  years  before  his  decease.  Both 
were  bom  in  the  state  of  New  York. 


HOLMES,  Richard,  president  of  the 
Waterloo  State  bank,  and  a  resident  of 
Black  Hawk  county  for  thirty-six  years,  is  a 
native  of  England.  He  was  born  near 
Manchester,  under  the  sovereignty  of 
Queen  Victoria,  April  20,  1842.  His  father, 
James  Holmes,  was  a  farmer  in  good  cir- 
cumstances, and  a  man  of  sterling,  upright 
character.  His  mother,  Ann  Emerson 
^olmes),  was  a  noble  woman,  whose 
Christian  qualities  and  tender  spirit  ever 
exerted  the  best  of  influence  over  her 
family  of  eight  children,  to  whom  she 
was  fid  ways  the  devoted  mother,  instilling 
into  their  thoughts  and  actions,  as  they 
grew  up  around  her,  all  that  was  good, 
pure  and  ennobling. 

Richard  was  the  eldest  of  the  children, 
and  from  early  boyhood  was  a  great  aid  to 
his  father  in  helping  to  care  and  provide 
for  the  family.  He  thus  early  learned  the 
principles  of  industry  and  economy,  which 
applied  to  all  his  undertakings,  though 
active  manhood  has  enabled  him  to  now 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labors  in  comfort. 
The  family  came  from  England  in  1854 
and  landed  first  at  Montreal,  after  a  voyage 
of  eight  weeks  spent  on  the  Atlantic  ocean 
in  a  sailing  vessel.  Three  months  after 
arriving  at  Montreal,  they  came  west  and 
settled  in  Greene  county,  Wis.  Here 
Richard  assisted  his  father  in  erecting  a  log 
cabin,  and,  during  the  next  nine  years,  was 
actively  engaged  in  clearing  the  farm  and 
making  a  home  in  the  wilds  of  that  state. 
His  education  consisted  in  what  he  obtained 
while  attending  the  common  schools  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  When  Richard 
was  21  the  family  decided  to  come  farther 
west.  In  company  with  his  father,  they 
walked  fifty  miles  to  a  railroad,  and  came 
to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  where,  believing  they 
would  have  a  better  opportunity  to  judge 
of  the  quality  of  the  land,  and  most  de- 
sirable location  for  a  home,  they  started 


out  on  foot,  and,  after  a  few  days'  time 
spent  in  the  search,  they  located  in  Lin- 
coln township.  Richard's  father  returned 
to  the  family  in  Wisconsin  to  remain  dur- 
ing the  winter  and  prepare  for  the  journey 
west  in  the  spring,  while  he  himself  ob- 
tained employment  in  a  stone  quarry,  near 
their  new  home,  and  remained  there  until 
spring.  He  then  returned  to  Wisconsin 
and  assisted  in  moving  the  family  to  Black 
Hawk  county,  and  soon  afterwards  bought 
land  in  Eagle  township,  where  he  farmed 
for  a  number  of  years.  During  the  fall 
and  winter  of  each  year  he  operated  a 
threshing  machine,  and  was  very  success- 
ful   financially.     Mr.    Holmes    spent    the 


winters  of  1872-73-74  in  England.  In  1882 
he  moved  to  the  town  of  Waterloo  and 
there  engaged  in  the  implement  business 
with  James  R.  Vaughn  in  1885,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Holmes  &  Vaughn.  This 
partnership  continued  for  five  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  built  up  an  extensive 
trade  throughout  the  state.  In  1890  he 
retired  from  active  business  life,  and  was 
made  president  of  the  Waterloo  Gasoline 
Engine  company.  He  is  also  president 
of  one  of  the  strongest  financial  institu- 
tions in  the  state  —  the  Waterloo  State 
bank,  which  was  organized  in  1893. 

Politically  Mr.  Holmes  is  a  republican, 
and  an  advocate  of  sound  money.     He  is  a 
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member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  was  at 
an  early  age  religiously  instructed,  so  that 
now  one  of  his  greatest  sources  of  strength 
is  his  faith  in  a  Savior,  through  whom 
is  gained  all  happiness  and  strength. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  married  September 
21,  1876,  to  Miss  Mary  Vaughn,  daughter 
of  James  Vaughn,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Black  Hawk  county. 

We  have,  in  Mr.  Holmes,  an  example 
of  the  sturdy  business  man  and  upright 
citizen,  whose  honesty  of  purpose,  indus- 
try, economy  and  straightforwardness  in 
his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen  has  won 
for  him  the  honorable  though  unosten- 
tatious position  he  holds  in  life.  It  is 
such  citizens  as  Mr.  Holmes  who  have  made 
Iowa  what  she  is  to-day. 


JOY,  William  L.,  has  been  a  resident 
attorney  of  Sioux  City  since  1857.  He 
stands  out  conspicuously  as  a  Woodbury 
county  pioneer  and  for  many  years  he  has 
been  the  leading  lawyer  of  northwestern 
Iowa,  where  through  a  legitimate  and  hon- 
orable practice  of  his  profession,  together 
with  prudent  investments,  he  has  made  a 
financial  success.  It  is  said  by  his  friends 
to  his  credit,  that  he  uses  the  fortune  he 
has  accumulated  for  the  true  purposes  that 
a  goodly  competency  is  given  to  men.  He 
is  not  only  an  able  lawyer,  holding  the 
respect  and  high  esteem  of  the  bar  of  the 
state,  and  of  his  neighbors,  but  is  an  active, 
public-spirited  man,  representing  the  best 
type  of  American  citizenship.  Having  a 
kind  heart  and  being  a  candid  man,  he  has 
many  friends  and  admirers.  Mr.  Joy  is  a 
New  Englander  by  birth  and  education. 
His  birthplace  was  Townshend,  Vt.,  and 
the  date  August  17,  1830.  His  parents 
were  William  H.  and  Hetty  Leonard  Joy. 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  who  also  owned 
a  mill.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
revolutionary  soldier.  William  L.  remained 
at  home  till  he  was  20  years  old,  assisting 
his  father  in  his  business  and  fitting  him- 
self for  college  in  Leland  seminary  in  his 
native  town.  In  his  21st  year  he  entered 
Amherst  college  and  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1855.  During  his  college  course  he 
taught  several  terms  of  school,  being  an 
instructor  in  Leland  seminary  while  study- 
ing law  with  Judge  Roberts  at  home.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  early  in  the  spring 
of  1857  and  started  immediately  for  the 
great,  growing  west  to  make  his  fortune. 
He  reached  Sioux  City  on  the  5th  of  May. 
He  found  there  a  small  village  on    the 


frontier,  with  no  sign  of  a  railway,  but  full 
of  energetic  young  men  like  himself,  with 
unbounded  hopes  for  the  future  and  the 
courage  and  industry  to  do  their  part  in 
developing  a  country  of  rare  promise.  Mr. 
Joy  formed  a  partnership  with  N.  C.  Hud- 
son and  the  firm  of  Hudson  &  Joy  was  con- 
tinued until  October,  1866.  After  practic- 
ing alone  for  two  years  he  took  as  a  part- 
ner Craig  L.  Wright,  son  of  the  late  Greorge 
G.  Wright,  and  for  twenty  years  the  firm 
of  Joy  &  Wright  was  the  leading  law  firm 
in  Woodbury  county.  They  were  the  local 
attorneys  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railway 
company  and  the  general  attorneys  for  the 


Sioux  City  &  Pacific,  the  Dakota  Southern, 
the  Covington,  Columbus  &  Black  Hills 
railway  companies  and  the  Iowa  Falls  & 
Sioux  City  Railroad  Land  company.  Mr. 
Joy  has  always  had  a  large  law  business, 
both  in  the  state  and  federal  courts.  His 
son,  C.  L.  Joy,  was  taken  into  his  father's 
firm  in  1888,  when  it  was  known  as  Joy, 
Hudson  &  Joy,  A.  L.  Hudson  being  the 
other  partner.  Later  the  firm  was  Joy, 
Hudson,  Call  &  Joy,  A.  P.  Call,  of  Algona, 
having  been  admitted  as  a  partner.  The 
firm  at  present  is  W.  L.  and  C.  L.  Joy. 
The  younger  Mr.  Joy  has  earned  a  high 
standing  at  the  bar.  The  senior  Mr.  Joy 
has  always  been  regarded  as  a  strong 
pleader  before  a  jury,  but  is  best  known 
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as  a  court  lawyer,  and  as  such  has  but  few 
equals  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Joy  has  always  been  a  staunch  re- 
publican. He  was  a  member  of  the  lower 
house  in  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  General 
Assemblies  and  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
Des  Moines  during  the  session  of  the  Thir- 
teenth General  Assembly,  in  1868,  looking 
after  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing railways  for  northwestern  Iowa.  In 
this  capacity  he  probably  did  as  much 
work  for  his  constituents  as  any  member 
of  the  legislature,  for  the  legislation  he 
secured  has  been  of  inestimable  benefit  to 
that  part  of  the  state.  Having  accom- 
plished this  work,  Mr.  Joy  has  since  re- 
fused the  solicitations  of  friends  to  become 
a  candidate  for  any  office,  though  he  served 
two  years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
capitol  commissioners  during  the  inception 
of  the  great  enterprise  of  building  the 
state  house.  Friends  urged  him  to  be  a 
candidate  for  district  or  circuit  judge,  a 
position  he  was  peculiarly  well  qualified  to 
fill,  but  he  never  encouraged  such  move- 
ments. Mr.  Joy  has  been  a  prominent  lay 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  for  more 
than  forty -two  years.  He  was  married 
October  18,  1859,  to  Prances  A.  Stone,  of 
W.estmoreland,  N.  H.  They  have  two 
children,  the  elder,  C.  L.,  the  lawyer,  and 
Helen  F.,  wife  of  Giles  W.  Brown,  general 
manager  of  the  Sioux  Milling  company,  of 
which  Mr.  Joy  is  president.  Mr.  Joy  has 
always  been  deeply  interested  in  school 
matters,  and  for  more  than  twenty  years 
he  gave  his  valuable  time  and  business 
experience  to  the  school  board  of  Sioux 
Ci^,  as  member  and  president.  To  the 
wise  management  given  the  district's 
affairs  by  these  directors,  who  included 
some  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the 
city,  is  due  the  excellent  condition  of  the 
public  schools  and  most  of  the  valuable 
property  owned  by  the  district.  Mr.  Joy 
was  president  of  the  Sioux  National  bank, 
the  heaviest  in  Sioux  City,  from  its  organ- 
ization until  January,  1896.  He  has  been 
a  stockholder  and  otherwise  connected 
with  various  financial  institutions  in  Sioux 
City,  that  have  felt  the  impress  of  his 
ability.  He  is  a  strong  man,  physically, 
mentally  and  morally,  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  enterprises  for  the 
improvement  of  the  city,  and  it  has  been 
fortunate  in  having  such  a  man  among  its 
early  settlers. 

His  has  been  the  work  of  helping  to 
lay  a  solid  foundation  for  a  great  and 
growing  city. 


WILKEN,  Frank  Henry,  of  Fort 
Madison,  is  one  of  the  well-known  business 
men  and  prominent  politicians  of  south- 
eastern Iowa.  He  is  of  German  parentage, 
his  father,  William  Wilken,  a  contractor 
and  builder,  having  been  born  in  Soegel, 
Kreis  Meppen,  Hanover,  in  1822,  while  his 
mother,  Agnes  Shuette,  wasborninHoerst, 
Bezirk,  Minden,  August?,  1824.  He  comes 
of  excellent  ancestors,  many  of  them  hav- 
ing belonged  to  the  learned  professions. 
The  mayorship  of  the  city  of  Grossen 
Stavern  was  held  by  the  Wilken  family  for 
eight  years. 

F.  H.  Wilken  was  born  September  9, 
1857,  at  Fort  Madison,  Lee  county,  Iowa. 


His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  and  in  private  parochial 
schools.  He  began  business  for  himself  in 
February,  1878,  several  months  before  he 
became  of  age.  He  at  first  conducted  a 
small  grocery  store,  and  to  this  he  has 
continued  to  add  year  by  year,  until  his 
business  has  increased  to  large  proportions, 
and  he  now  owns  a  fine  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  and  enjoys  a  splendid  patron- 
age. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wilken  has  always  been 
a  democrat.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board  from  1886  to  1889,  and  during 
his  term  of  office  was  an  earnest  worker 
for  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of 
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the  public  schools,  securing  numerous  im- 
provements in  the  way  of  better  buildings 
and  progressive  methods  of  training.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council 
of  Port  Madison  in  1888,  and  re-elected 
without  opposition  in  1890,  serving  as 
president  of  the  council  during  all  but  one 
year  that  he  held  the  office.  In  1892  he 
was  elected  to  the  Twenty-fourth  General 
Assembly,  as  a  member  of  the  house,  and 
served  again  during  the  Twenty-fifth. 
While  in  the  legislature  he  took  an  active 
part  in  helping  to  repeal  the  prohibitory 
liquor  law,  believing  that  a  license  system 
should  be  allowed  where  the  former  law 
could  not  be  enforced.  Mr.  Wilken  be- 
longs to  the  Catholic  church,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Roman  Catholic  Benev- 
olent society,  serving  as  president  during 
the  years  1895,  1896,  1897,  and  1898,  having 
served  as  state  vice-president  of  the  Cen- 
tral Verein  in  1895.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Iowa  Mutual  Protective  association, 
and  to  the  Port  Madison  or  St.  Joseph 
Benevolent  society.  He  has  served  for 
ten  years  as  director  of  the  Port  Madison 
Building  and  Loan  association,  being 
president  thereof  in  1898  and  1899. 

He  was  married  May  21,  1878,  to  Anna 
M.  Luebbers,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Margaret  M.,  born  Pebruary  24,  1879;  Wil- 
liam P  ,  bom  November  1,  1881;  Clara  M., 
born  October  24,  1887,  and  Helen  A.,  born 
June  27,  1890. 


MARSTON,  Charles  Samuel,  of  Mason 
City,  is  one  of  the  most  promising  young 
physicians  of  that  section  of  the  state. 
Like  so  many  other  successful  professional 
men,  he  is  the  son  of  a  farmer,  and  was 
brought  up  in  the  country.  His  father, 
G.  W.  Marston,  still  lives  on  the  home- 
stead in  Illinois,  where  his  family  of  seven 
children  grew  up.  He  was  a  veteran  of 
the  civil  war,  having  enlisted  in  the 
Pifteenth  Illinois  infantry  on  the  first  call. 
He  fought  in  several  battles,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  received  three  wounds, 
and  was  soon  afterwards  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  his  disabilities.  The  Marstons 
are  descendants  of  an  old  New  England 
family,  the  doctor's  great-grandfather 
having  been  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  The  family  originally  lived 
in  Vermont  and  New  York,  but  migrated 
to  Illinois  early  in  the  40 's.  The  doctor's 
mother,  Sarah  Scott,  came  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Illinois  when  she  was  a  child,  and 
previous  to  her  marriage  was  a  prominent 


teacher.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Amos 
Scott,  a  retired  physician,  and  on  her 
mother's  side  is  a  direct  descendant  of  the 
McCarty's,  who  are  known  in  history  for 
the  important  part  they  took  in  the  early 
Indian  wars  in  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Charles 
Marston  was  born  Pebruary  6,  1870,  near 
Seward,  Winnebago  county.  111.,  and  was 
the  third  of  seven  children,  the  oldest 
being  Anson,  who  is  now  professor  of  civil 
engineering  at  the  Iowa  State  college  at 
Ames.  He  obtained  his  general  education 
in  the  country  schools  and  in  the  high 
school  at  Rockford,  111.,  and  in  the  mean- 
time worked  on  the  farm  during  vacations. 


In  1888,  at  the  age  of  18,  he  secured  a 
position  as  clerk  in  a  drug  store  at  Rock- 
ford,  where  he  remained  two  years,  at  the 
same  time  studying  medicine  under  Dr.  R. 
Sager.  He  entered  Rush  Medical  college 
at  Chicago  in  1890,  graduating  March  29, 
1893.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  he 
came  to  Mason  City  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  in  which  he  was  most  suc- 
cessful. Dr.  Marston  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  republi- 
can. He  was  married  July  15,  1890,  to 
Miss  Evelyn  Scott,  daughter  of  Prank  B. 
Scott,  deceased  (a  member  of  the  Second 
Illinois  cavalry  in  the  civil  war),  and  a 
great  -  great  -  granddaughter    of     General 
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Chrystiler,  who  was  killed  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Marston  have 
two  children:  Evelyn  Prances,  who  was 
born  August  8,  1893,  and  Dorris  Mardeine, 
born  December  21,  1898. 


TILTON,  John  Littlefield,  professor 
of  natural  sciences  at  Simpson  college,  is 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  born  January 
11,  1863,  at  Nashua,  in  that  state.  He  is 
descended  from  an  English  family,  who 
came  from  Til  ton  Hill,  England,  in  the 
seventeenth  century  and  settled  in  New 
England.  Daniel  Tilton,  born  in  1645,  was 
an  ensign  in  King  William's  war,  after- 
ward a  member  and  also  speaker  of  the 
provincial  assembly.  Joseph,  son  of  Daniel, 
was  commissioned  captain  in  1717.  Samuel 
and  David,  also  sons  of  Daniel,  were 
colonial  soldiers  in  Queen  Anne's  war.  At 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  a  lad  14  years  of 
age,  named  Sinclair,  stood  with  the  New 
Hampshire  boys  at  the  rail  fence.  He  left 
his  home  in  northern  New  Hampshire 
when  the  news  from  Concord  and  Lexing- 
ton first  reached  his  home  and  served  with 
the  American  army  throughout  the  war. 
Others  less  closely  related  were  also  in 
the  revolution. 

John  Tilton,  the  professor's  father,  was 
born  in  Sandwich,  N.  H.,  July  28,  1^28. 
In  1859  he  removed  to  Nashua,  where  he 
was  a  member  of  the  common  council, 
alderman  and  representative  in  the  state 
legislature.  As  a  business  man  his  repu- 
tation was  of  the  highest  order.  His 
sagacity,  promptness  and  sterling  integrity 
made  his  word  as  good  as  his  bond.  He 
was  benevolent  and  open-handed,  but  his 
good  deeds  were  always  performed  in  a 
quiet  way  and  many  are  able  to  give  testi- 
mony to  his  generous  assistance.  He  mar- 
ried Celia  L.  Meader  in  1853.  Her  an- 
cestors were  from  the  state  of  Maine, 
where  they  were  prominent  and  highly 
respected  citizens.  Professor  Tilton  has 
two  brothers:  Prank  H.,  who  is  a  physician 
in  East  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Osmon  B.,  who 
is  in  the  grain  business  at  Nashua. 

Professor  Tilton's  early  education  was 
received  in  the  graded  schools.  He  was 
converted  when  13  years  of  age,  in  1876, 
and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
the  following  year.  Like  many  boys  of 
his  age  he  was  indifferent  to  study  during 
the  first  half  of  his  high  school  course, 
but  fortunately,  and  in  due  time,  he  roused 
himself  and  at  his  graduation,  in  1881,  re- 
ceived a  **  Noyes  prize  medal,"  for  schol- 


arship and  deportment  throughout  the 
high  school  course.  In  September,  1881, 
he  entered  the  Wesley  an  university,  at 
Middletown,  Conn.,  for  a  college  course, 
which  he  finished  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
in  1885.  The  following  year  he  served  as 
principal  of  the  public  schools  at  Niantic, 
Conn.  From  1886  to  1888  he  was  in  the 
service  of  his  alma  mater  as  assistant  in 
natural  history,  at  the  same  time  pursuing 
a  post-graduate  course  in  natural  history, 
which  was  completed  in  1888,  when  he  re- 
ceived his  M.  A.  degree,  and  was  also 
elected  to  the  chair  of  natural  sciences  of 
Simpson  college,  of  Iowa. 


During  the  summer  vacations,  he  spent 
his  time  in  the  following  places:  Summer 
of  1885  in  the  biological  laboratory  of  An- 
nisquam,  Mass.;  the  summer  of  1886  in 
the  zoology  department  of  the  Martha's 
Vineyard  Summer  institute,  and  the  sum- 
mer of  1887  as  assistant  in  the  latter  place. 
The  summer  vacation  of  1888  was  given  to 
the  study  of  quantitative  analysis  at  Har- 
vard university  and  to  special  work  in 
electricity  at  Wesleyan,  preparatory  to  his 
work  at  Simpson  the  following  year. 

The  summer  of  1890  he  visited  Annis- 
quam,  Mass.,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
biological  material  to  be  used  in  the  labor- 
atory.     He    took    a    special     course    in 
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electrical  engineering  at  Harvard  uni- 
versity during  the  summer  of  1893.  Parts 
of  the  remaining  summers  have  been  spent 
in  field  work  connected  with  the  Iowa 
state  geological  survey. 

His  leave  of  absence  in  1895  was  de- 
voted to  special  courses  in  geology  at 
Harvard  university.  These  courses  were 
in  the  following  subjects:  Fossils,  both 
their  biological  and  stratigraphical  re- 
lations; petrography,  field  investigation, 
and,  as  an  extra  subject,  physical 
geography.  For  this  work,  together  with 
the  theses  connected  with  it.  Harvard  uni- 
versity conferred  upon  him  the  M.  A.  de- 
gree. He  holds  a  membership  in  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa,  in  the  American  Society 
of  Naturalists,  and  in  the  Iowa  Academy 
of  Sciences. 

The  following  publications  will  give  an 
idea  of  the  work  he  has  completed, 
and  of  the  work  in  which  he  is  still 
engaged:  **The  Sixteenth  and  Seven- 
teenth Annual  Reports  of  the  Curators  of 
the  Museum  of  Wesleyan  University, "  Mid- 
dletown.  Conn.  Several  papers  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  **Iowa  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences;" ''Geological  section  along  Middle 
river  in  central  Iowa,''  Iowa  Geological 
Survey,  Vol.  3;  "On  the  Southwestern 
part  of  Boston  Basin, ''  Proceedings  of  the 
Boston  Society  of  Natural  History,  Vol. 
36,  June,  1895;  **Area  of  Slate  near 
Nashua, "  Nashua  Daily  Press,  October  29, 
1896;  **The  Geology  of  Warren  county," 
Iowa  Geological  Survey,  Vol.  5. 

September  4,  1890,  he  married  Ida  M. 
Hoyt,  of  Nashua,  N.  H.  His  only  child, 
Besse,  was  born  June  15,  1891. 


HECHT,  Frederick,  of  Clarence,  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Cedar  county,  having 
located  there  in  1855.  His  father,  John 
Hecht,  came  from  Westenburg,  Germany, 
in  1832,  and  settled  in  West  Newton,  West- 
moreland county.  Pa.  He  was  a  stone 
mason  and  contractor.  He  married  Louise 
Catherine  Eisle.  They  reared  a  family  of 
four  children:  John  Hecht,  of  Ida  Grove; 
Henry  Hecht,  of  Tipton;  Fred  Hecht,  of 
Clarence,  and  Mrs.  H.  A.  McKelvey,  of 
Chicago.  In  1854  Mr.  Hecht  removed  his 
family  to  Iowa  and  went  to  farming. 

Frederick  was  bom  in  West  Newton, 
Pa.,  February  13,  1836.  When  16  years 
old  he  went  to  Pittsburg  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  years  with  C. 
Yeager  &  Company,  in  the  mercantile 
business.     At  the  end  of  that  period  he 


came  to  Tipton,  Iowa,  and  entered  the 
store  of  Friend  &  Culbertson  as  a  clerk. 
He  was  an  active,  energetic  young  man 
and  a  good  and  trustworthy  clerk.  He 
was  ambitious  and  had  always  saved  his 
money,  and  in  1861  was  able  to  buy  a  one- 
third  interest  in  a  store  belonging, to  Friend 
&  Culbertson  at  Clarence.  He  was  manager 
of  this  store  which  was  operated  under  the 
name  of  Fred  Hecht  A  Company.  So  suc- 
cessful was  the  business  that  Mr.  Hecht 
was  able  to  buy  the  interest  of  Friend  & 
Culbertson,  and  in  1863  Mr.  K.  H.  Reed 
came  into  the  firm,  which  then  became  Hecht 
&  Reed.  They  did  a  large  general  mer- 
chandise and  banking  business  and  bought 


stock  and  grain  for  many  years.  In  1878 
Mr.  Reed  sold  his  interest  in  the  business 
to  Mr.  Hecht  and  retired  from  the  firm.  In 
1885  Mr.  Hecht  retired  from  the  merchan- 
dise business  and  went  into  banking  ex- 
clusively. This  was  continued  with  great 
success  for  many  years,  and  in  1894  the 
Clarence  Savings  bank  was  organized  by 
Mr.  Hecht  and  he  was  made  vice-president 
He  is  now  interested  in  the  large  clothing 
store  of  which  his  son,  Charles  B.  Hecht, 
is  manager.  He  has  been  a  very  extensive 
land  owner,  having  at  one  time  more  land 
than  any  other  one  person  in  the  county. 
He  still  has  600  acres,  350  of  which  adjoins 
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the  town  of  Clarence,  and  is  highly  im- 
proved, with  a  handsome  residence,  sub- 
stantial bams,  all  supplied  by  a  private 
system  of  waterworks.  He  is  largely  in- 
terested in  raising  fine  stock,  having  a 
herd  of  pure-bred  Jersey  cattle.  Mr. 
Hecht's  long  residence  in  the  county  and 
his  splendid  success  in  various  lines  of  busi- 
ness have  given  him  a  wide  acquaintance. 
In  business  circles  he  has  always  been  fore- 
most in  all  public  affairs;  he  is  always  for 
the  best  interests  of  his  home  town.-  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
has  always  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Mr.  Hecht  was  married  June  8,  1865,  to 
Margaret  E.  Bossert.  They  have  three 
children:  Winifred  E.,  now  Mrs.  John  T. 
Moffit,  of  Tipton ;  Charles  R. ,  and  Eleanor  L. 


WHITNEY,  Cassius  Henry,  of  Harlan, 
county  attorney  of  Shelby  county,  is  a 
promising  young  lawyer.  His  father,  Dan- 
iel R.  Whitney,  a  farmer  of  Scotch  descent, 
was  bom  in  Ohio  July  16,  1822.  He  was 
married  February  25, 1847,  at  Rives,  Mich., 
to  Isypheny  Dow,  who  was  of  Dutch  de- 
scent, and  was  born  November  6,  1827, 
in  Garrard  county,  Ky.  To  them  ten 
children  were  born,  and  eight  are  now  liv- 
ing —  seven  sons  and  a  daughter,  of  whom 
Cassius  H.  is  the  youngest,  save  one.  D. 
R.  Whitney  was  an  early  settler  in  Iowa, 
coming  with  his  family  to  Marshall  town  in 
1857,  where  he  was  engaged  in  freighting, 
or  hauling  goods  from  Iowa  City,  the  near- 
est railway  station,  to  Marshall  town.  Port 
Dodge,  Webster  City,  and  other  pioneer 
towns.  After  a  few  years  the  family 
moved  onto  a  farm  near  Le  Grand,  in  Mar- 
shall county. 

Here  C.  H.  Whitney  was  born,  June 
'8,  1865.  He  was  brought  up  on  the  farm, 
and  secured  his  early  education  at  the 
country  school,  one  of  his  first  teachers 
being  Dr.  G.  H.  Hill,  now  superintendent 
of  the  hospital  for  the  insane  at  Inde- 
pendence. In  March,  1876,  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Shelby  county,  which  was 
then  but  sparsely  settled.  They  lived  at 
first  in  a  log  house  on  a  rented  farm,  but 
soon  purchased  a  farm  of  240  acres,  which 
young  Cassius  helped  to  break  and  im- 
prove. He  entered  the  Harlan  high  school 
in  September,  1884,  remaining  until  the  fol- 
lowing March.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he 
aided  in  the  construction  of  the  Manilla  & 
Sioux  City  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  railway,  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  *  *  diunp  boss. "    In  November  of 


that  year  he  began  teaching,  and  in  this  he 
continued  alternately  with  farming  until 
early  in  the  spring  of  1888,  whenheentered 
Western  Normal  college  at  Shenandoah,  of 
which  O.  H.  Longwell  was  then  president. 
Here  he  stood  well  in  his  classes,  as  he  had 
done  in  the  high  school,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  social  and  literary  life  of  the  in- 
stitution He  paid  his  own  way  through 
school,  out  of  the  savings  of  former  years, 
and  graduated  in  July,  1889.  During  the 
following  year  he  again  taught  school,  and 
read  law  under  the  direction  of  his  brother, 
Jesse  B.,  a  graduate  of  the  law  department 
of  the  State  university,  who  was  at  that 


time  serving  his  second  term  as  county  at- 
torney. Cassius  H.  was  admitted  in  Sep- 
tember, 1890,  to  senior  standing  in  the'  law 
department  of  the  State  university,  from 
which  he  graduated  the  following  June. 
He  entered  into  partnership,  August  5, 
1891,  with  his  brother  and  former  instruc- 
tor, with  whom  he  is  still  associated,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Whitney  Brothers.  By 
close  attention  to  business  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a  good  practice,  al- 
though they  are  the  youngest  firm  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  a  democrat,  but  is  lib- 
eral in  his  political,  as  in  his  other,  views. 
In  March,  1896,  he  was  elected  city  solicitor 
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of  Harlan,  on  a  non-partisan  ticket,  receiv- 
ing about  two-thirds  of  all  the  votes  cast 
for  the  office.  At  the  general  election  that 
year  he  was  elected  county  attorney  on  the 
fusion  ticket,  receiving  the  largest  vote  of 
any  candidate  on  the  ticket.  Mr.  Whitney 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Civics,  and  is  a  Mason,  Knight  of  Pythias, 
and  Modern  Woodman.  He  was  married 
April  5,  1893,  to  Hattie  E.  Records,  who 
was  born  in  Delaware,  but  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Iowa  since  childhood.  They  have 
one  child,  Agnes,  born  August  27,  1894. 


CRAIG,  John  E.  ,  one  of  the  prominent 
lawyers  of  southeastern  Iowa,  is  of  Scotch- 


Irish  descent.  Both  lines  of  his  ancestors 
were  from  County  Down,  Ireland,  and 
their  descendants  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  in  Washington 
county  of  that  state,  and  attained  prom- 
inence in  public  affairs  as  a  democratic 
politician.  Alexander  K.  Craig  was  in  1890 
nominated  by  his  party  for  representative 
in  congress,  and  elected.  His  wife,  Sarah 
P.,  was  a  daughter  of  William  McLain, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Washington  county. 
Their  son,  John  E.  Craig,  was  born  at 
Claysville,  Pa.,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1853. 


He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  in 
his  boyhood,  and  later  entered  Waynesburg 
college,  attending  there  one  year. 

Young  Craig  earned  his  first  dollar  as  a 
laborer  in  the  harvest  field.  He  began  to 
teach  country  schools  when  but  16  years  of 
age,  continuing  for  four  years  during  the 
winter  season.  He  served  one  year  as 
principal  of  Lebanon  academy,  in  Alle- 
gheny county.  Pa.  He  graduated  with 
honors  from  Washington  and  Jefferson 
college  in  the  class  of  1877.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Philo  and  Union  literary 
societies.  In  May,  1878,  he  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  at  Keokuk,  where  he  began  to  read 
law  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Hon.  John  H. 
Craig. 

He  was  admitted  t9  the  bar  in  1879,  and, 
after  practicing  law  alone  for  about  a  year, 
he  became  a  member  of  his  uncle's  law 
firm— Craig  <fe  Collier.  In  1884  Mr.  Collier 
removed  to  California,  when  a  new  partner- 
ship was  formed,  taking  in  A.  J.  McCrary, 
the  name  of  the  firm  being  Craig,  McCrary  & 
Craig.  At  the  death  of  John  H.Craig  in  1893, 
the  name  of  the  firm  became  McCrary  & 
Craig.  In  February,  1895,  Governor  Jack- 
son appointed  Mr.  McCrary  district  judge, 
and  the  firm  was  dissolved;  the  business  of 
the  office  hks  from  that  time  been  conducted 
by  John  E.  Craig  alone.  In  the  fall  of 
1885  Mr.  Craig  was  nominated  by  the  demo- 
crats to  represent  Lee  county  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  Twenty-first 
General  Assembly,  and  was  elected.  He 
became  a  prominent  member  of  the  house 
and  served  his  constituents  so  well  that  he 
was  re-elected,  serving  in  the  Twenty- 
second  General  Assembly  during  the 
winter  of  1888,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
influential  leaders  on  the  democratic  side 
of  the  house.  For  eleven  years  Mr.  Craig 
served  on  the  Keokuk  school  board,  taking 
a  deep  interest  in  the  educational  affairs  of 
that  city.  In  1889  he  was  elected  mayor  of 
Keokuk,  and  in  1891  was  re-elected,  serv- 
ing four  years  with  great  efficiency.  He 
was  chosen  president  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Keokuk,  and 
became  professor  of  medical  jurisprudence 
of  that  institution.  In  1896  Mr.  Craig  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  Lee  county, 
and  he  is  also  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  public  library  of  Keokuk. 
He  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  taking  an 
active  part  in  all  matters  relating  to  city 
and  county  affairs.  He  is  an  able  lawyer 
and  a  public  speaker,  who  ranks  high  in  his 
profession.  In  religion  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Westminster  Presbyterian  church. 
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EARLE,  WiLLARD  Chauncy,  of  Wau- 
koiiy  is  one  of  Iowa's  oldest  practicing 
physicians,  as  well  as  a  leading  business 
man  and  politician.  He  has  lived  in  Wau- 
kon  between  forty  and  fifty  years,  ever 
since  1854,  and  has  probably  done  more 
than  any  other  one  man  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  city.  He  is  of  Puritanic 
ancestry,  tracing  his  lineage  back  through 
seven  generations  to  Ralph  Earle,  who 
settled  in  Massachusetts  during  the  seven- 
teenth century.  Dr.  Earle 's  father,  Calvin 
Ek^rle,  was  born  February  1,  1790,  in  Hub- 
bardstown,  Mass.,  and  was  a  man  of  great 
energy  and  thrift.  He  was  married  July 
19,  1814,  to  Betsey  Poster,  and  during  the 
early  20 's  moved  to  West  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and 
from  there  to  Honesdale,  Pa.,  where  he 
built  the  first  frame  house  in  the  town. 
He  returned  to  Massachusetts  in  1840,  and 
*  came  to  Waukon,  Iowa,  in  1858,  where  he 
died  in  October,  1872.  His  wife  died  in 
1870,  aged  72  years. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Earle  was  born  October  7, 
1833,  at  Honesdale,  Wayne  county.  Pa. 
He  received  a  common  school  education, 
and  attended  Westminster,  Mass.,  acad- 
emy from  1850  to  1852,  where  he  was  pre- 
pared to  enter  Brown  university,  but  on 
account  of  poor  health  had  to  postpone 
further  attendance  at  school.  He  was  ad- 
vised by  the  family  physician  to  go  west, 
and  accordingly  came  to  Allamakee  county, 
Iowa,  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  21.  The  last 
part  of  the  journey  was  made  by  boat  up 
the  Mississippi  river.  The  steamer  was  so 
crowded  with  passengers  that  many  were 
unable  to  secure  berths,  and  young  Earle, 
with  numerous  others,  had  to  sleep  on  the 
floor  of  the  cabin.  During  the  last  night 
of  the  trip  his  pockets  were  picked,  so  that 
when  he  arrived  at  Lansing  he  had  not  a 
cent  of  money.  He  was  loaned  a  half  dollar 
by  D.  W.  Adams,  and  with  this  paid  for  a 
ride  in  a  farmer's  wagon  to  Waukon,  where 
he  soon  secured  work  in  a  sawmill,  which 
he  afterwards  owned  and  operated,  to- 
gether with  a  flouring  mill. 

Dr.  Earle  enlisted  October,  1861,  with 
the  Twelfth  Iowa  infantry,  and  was  made 
captain  of  Company  B,  which  was  re- 
cruited almost  entirely  in  Allamakee  county. 
He  was  in  the  engagements  at  Ft.  Henry, 
Donelson  and  Shiloh.  At  Shiloh  he  was 
taken  a  prisoner,  and  was  held  over  six 
months.  He  was  finally  released  in  ex- 
change for  rebel  prisoners  at  Jackson, 
Miss.,  and  his  company  was  one  of  the 
very  first  to  enter  that  city.  Here  they 
were  in  several  skirmishes,  and  then  went 

32 


by  forced  marches  to  Champion  Hills, 
and  then  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  after  which  they  followed  the  con- 
federate army  back  to  Jackson.  Not  long 
after  this  Captain  Earle  was  detailed  by 
Adjutant-General  Thomas  to  raise  on  re- 
cruit a  regiment  of  colored  troops.  This 
he  did,  knowing  at  the  time  that  it  was  sure 
death  to  all  officers  of  colored  troops 
captured  by  the  confederates,  and  was 
finally  mustered  out  of  service  as  colonel 
of  the  Seventieth  United  States  Colored 
regiment,  October,  1865. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  Waukon, 
and  the  following  winter  attended  lectures 


at  Rush  Medical  college,  at  Chicago,  and 
later,  Jefferson  Medical  college,  at  Phila- 
delphia, from  which  he  graduated  in  1867, 
and  has  practiced  at  Waukon  ever  since. 
He  also  does  an  extensive  business  in  gen- 
eral merchandise,  and  in  1878  built  the  block 
in  which  his  store  is  situated,  at  a  cost  of 
$15,000.  He  holds  much  valuable  real 
estate,  including  several  farms,  on  one  of 
which  is  situated  the  Oak  Leaf  creamery, 
which  he  built  in  1879.  He  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  location  of  two  railroads  at 
Waukon,  one  in  1854,  the  P.,  Ft.  W.  &.  C, 
for  which  he  helped  survey,  and  the  W.  & 
M.,  in  1877,  to  which  he  contributed  more 
liberally  than  any  other  man  in  the  com- 
munity. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


490 


i^ROGRfeSSlVfi  MEN   OF  lOWA. 


The  doctor  -was  a  republican  until  the 
nomination  of  Grover  Cleveland  in  1884, 
and  since  then  has  been  a  democrat.  He 
was  elected  in  1884  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
the  state  senate  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  William  Larrabee,  who  was  then 
elected  governor.  He  was  nominated  for 
congress  by  the  democrats  of  the  Fourth 
district,  but  was  not  elected.  This  was  in 
1886. 

The  doctor  was  married  January  1,  1860, 
to  Miss  Ellen  A.  Hedge,  daughter  of  Dr.  I. 
H.  Hedge.  They  have  two  children: 
Minnie,  born  in  1860,  now  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Hemenway,  and  Carlton,  born  in  1866,  who 
is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  mer- 
cantile business. 


DAVIS,  Mahlon  James,  M.  D.,  of 
Lewis,  Cass  county,  is  one  of  those  fortu- 
nate individuals  who,  by  a  peculiar  com- 
bination of  qualities,  rapidly  accumulates 
fast  friends.  His  service  in  the  legislature 
and  his  activity  in  politics  has  given  him  a 
state-wide  acquaintance,  and  wherever  he 
has  become  known  the  genial  doctor  is 
very  popular,  for  he  always  has  a  pleasant 
word  for  his  acquaintances  and  is  always 
cheerful  and  never  loses  his  temper.  He 
was  born  in  Juniata  county.  Pa.,  October 
17,  1837,  and  was  the  son  of  Judah  Davis 
and  Charlotte  Lease  Davis.  The  family 
lived  on  a  farm  and  was  in  fair  circum- 
stances. Mr.  Davis  was  of  Welsh  descent 
and  his  wife  of  German  parentage.  They 
gave  their  son  a  good  education,  in  the 
Airy  View  academy  and  Kishacoquilla 
seminary,  both  in  Pennsylvania.  Then  he 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  New  York,  in  March, 
1862,  and  in  the  following  July  was  ap- 
pointed an  acting  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
United  States  regular  army.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  New  York  assistant  surgeon  of 
the  Second  New  York  heavy  artillery,  with 
which  he  served  until  near  the  close  of 
the  war,  when  he  was  appointed  surgeon 
of  the  Two  Hundred  and  Fourth  New  York 
Volunteer  infantry,  but  as  the  war  closed 
before  he  could  be  mustered  in,  he  never 
joined  the  regiment.  Prom  July  6,  1864, 
until  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  he 
served  as  surgeon-in-chief  of  the  artillery 
brigade  of  the  Second  corps  on  the  staff  of 
General  Hazard,  chief  of  artillery  of  that 
corps. 

When  the  war  closed.  Dr.  Davis,  in  1866, 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Lewis,    his 


present  residence,  where  he  Combined  the 
practice  of  medicine  with  the  drug  busi- 
ness, with  notable  success  in  both.  For 
two  years,  1873  to  1875,  he  had  a  partner, 
Dr.  D.  Pindley,  now  of  Atlantic.  He  served 
as  examining  surgeon  for  pensions  from 
1874  to  1878.  In  1880  Dr.  Davis  retired 
from  the  practice  of  medicine  to  devote  all 
his  attention  to  the  drug  business,  which 
he  still  continues. 

Dr.  Davis  has  always  been  a  republican 
and  an  active  party  worker,  several  years 
chairman  of  the  republican  county  com- 
mittee. He  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Lewis  by  President  Grant  in  1869,  and  held 


the  office  until  1886.  He  was  elected 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  in 
1893  and  1895,  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  pharmacy  in  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  General  Assemblies, 
in  1894  and  1896,  and  in  the  extra  session 
of  1897.  He  was  the  author  of  the  law 
prohibiting  registered  pharmacists  from 
selling  malt  liquors,  and  of  several  other 
bills  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  pharmacy. 
Besides,  he  was  alive  to  the  general  inter- 
ests of  the  state  and  was  a  working  mem- 
ber on  many  important  committees. 

The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  and  was  master  of  Lewis  lodge  for 
four  years,  and  for  five  or  six  years  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.     He  was 
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married  December  27,  1864,  to  Priscilla  K. 
Shuman,  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.  They  have 
three  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom,  W.  B. 
Davis,  is  associated  with  his  father  as 
partner  in  the  drug  business.  The  second 
son,  B.  B.  Davis  is  a  practicing  lawyer  in 
Chicago,  and  the  youngest  son,  Charles 
P.  Davis,  is  at  this  time,  1898,  studying  law 
in  the  University  of  Michigan,  in  Ann 
Arbor.  With  a  comfortable  fortune,  friends 
everywhere  he  goes,  and  a  happy  and  well- 
to-do  family,  Dr.  Davis  is  now  enjoying 
the  results  of  a  well-directed  period  of 
activity. 


AINEY,  Daniel  Webster,  now  located 
on  a  farm  near  Lohrville,  Calhoun  county, 
started  in  life  as  a  poor  boy,  working  as  a 
farm  hand  to  get  a  little  start  in  life,  and 
to  get  an  education.  His  father,  Seth 
Ainey,  was  bom  in  Warren  county,  N.  J. , 
of  parents  who  came  from  Baden,  Germany. 
The  son,  Daniel,  left  home  at  the  early  age 
of  13,  to  work  for  his  schooling,  and  was 
placed  on  his  own  resources  the  balance 
of  his  life.  His  ancestors  have  been  for 
many  years  prominent  in  business  and 
politics  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born 
September  8, 1856,  in  Susquehanna  county. 
Pa.  His  mother's  name  was  Harriet 
(Bennett)  Ainey.  He  first  attended  country 
district  school,  and  later  a  short  time  at 
the  high  school  at  Montrose,  in  his  native 
state.  His  education,  however,  was  very 
limited  when  he  came  to  Iowa  in  1877,  at 
the  age  of  21.  He  stopped  the  first  year 
in  Grundy  county,  and  worked  on  a  farm 
by  the  month  for  a  year.  He  then  went  to 
Polk  county  and  entered  the  Mitchell 
seminary,  where  he  alternated  between  at- 
tending school  and  teaching  for  several 
years.  Such  was  his  determination  to 
secure  an  education  that  he  did  janitor 
work  to  supplement  his  meager  earnings 
in  country  school  teaching,  to  enable  him 
to  pay  for  his  board  and  tuition.  During 
this  period  he  spent  his  vacations  on  the 
farm  of  J.  M.  Chaffee,  doing  farm  work.  In 
the  fall  of  1881  he  entered  the  Southern 
Iowa  Normal  school  at  Bloomfield,  for  a 
course  of  normal  training,  to  prepare  him 
for  higher  grade  teaching,  and  also  to  take 
a  course  in  elocution.  It  was  but  a  few 
weeks,  however,  till  the  elocution  depart- 
ment was  put  under  his  charge,  and  so  re- 
mained while  he  was  there.  He  studied 
German  under  Prof.  O.  H.  Longwell  during 
this  time.  In  1882  he  was  elected  as 
principal  of  the  schools  at  Altoona,  and 


taught  one  year.  In  1883  he  was  employed 
to  teach  higher  English,  Latin  and  com- 
mercial law,  in  the  Archibald  Business 
college  at  Minneapolis.  His  health  failed 
at  this  period  and  he  was  compelled  to 
quit  the  schoolroom.  He  accordingly  left 
his  work  at  Minneapolis  and  returned  to 
Altoona,  Iowa,  and  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  J.  W.  Rider  in  the  hardware 
business.  After  two  years  he  sold  out  and 
went  onto  a  farm  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  moved  to  the  Pacific  coast,  but 
did  not  find  matters  as  he  had  expected 
from  reports,  so  returned  in  a  few  months 
to  Des  Moines,  and  organized  the  Crescent 


Supply  company,  but  soon  sold  his  interest 
and  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise 
business  at  Altoona.  Subsequently  he 
traded  his  store  for  land  in  Calhoun  county, 
and  moved  there  and  engaged  in  farming. 
In  1896  he  sold  out,  feeling  that  his  health 
would  compel  him  to  retire,  but  his  deter- 
mination got  the  better  of  him  and  he 
bought  the  Lohrville  Enterprise^  but  was 
soon  forced  to  retire  on  account  of  failing 
health.  His  farm,  however,  soon  came 
back  upon  his  hands,  and  he  retired  thereon 
in  1897,  and  is  now  engaged  in  stock  rais- 
ing. He  is  a  republican,  and  has  been 
called  upon  to  fill  many  minor  ofiices,  such 
as  school  director,  township  recorder, 
justice  of  the  peace,  etc.     He  is  continually 
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representing  his  township  and  county  in 
county  and  state  conventions,  but  does  not 
seek  or  desire  a  political  office.  He  is  a 
Mason  and  has  occupied  several  official 
positions  in  his  local  lodge.  He  belongs 
to  the  church  organization  known  as  the 
Disciples  of  Christ.  He  was  married  De- 
cember 25,  1883,  to  Kate  M.  Baker,  of  Al- 
toona,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  one  of  whom  is  dead. 


PENROSE,  Hon.  Emlen  G.  Senator 
Penrose,  who  represented  the  Forty-fifth 
senatorial  district  in  the  general  assembly, 


was  born  at  Chesterfield,  Ohio,  August  22, 
1844.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Maria 
Clenden  Penrose,  were  Quakers,  their  re- 
mote ancestors  having  come  to  this  country 
with  William  Penn.  The  early  youth  of 
Senator  Penrose  was  spent  in  his  native 
state  on  the  farm,  where  he  received  a 
common  school  education.  He  came  to 
Iowa  in  1860  and  has  ever  since  been  a 
resident  of  this  state.  As  a  young  man  he 
worked  on  the  farm,  clerked  and  taught 
school.  During  the  years  from  1864  to 
1875  he  attended  several  terms  in  the  Iowa 
State  university.  In  1868  he  located  at 
Tama  City  and  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store, 
but,  having  an  ambition  to  fill  a  wider  field, 


removed  to  Grand  Junction  and,  in  partner- 
ship with  C.  B.  Park,  opened  a  hardware, 
agricultural  implement  and  grain  business, 
where  a  large  and  profitable  trade  was  en- 
joyed until  1872,  at  which  time  he  returned 
to  Tama  City  and  put  in  a  complete  stock 
of  hardware.  While  he  has  ever  made  it  a 
rule  to  pay  close  attention  to  business,  he 
devotes  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  wants 
and  needs  of  the  public,  and  has  been 
prominent  in  the  management  of  municipal 
affairs.  He  has  served  several  terms  on 
the  city  council  and  was  mayor  both  before 
and  after  the  reincorporation  of  the  place 
into  a  city  of  the  second  class.  Under  his 
administration  the  city  put  in  a  system  of 
waterworks  unexcelled  by  any  inland 
town  in  the  state;  erected  an  electric  light 
plant  and  built  an  electric  railroad.  He  is 
prominent  in  educational  affairs  and  has 
been  elected  repeatedly  to  the  presidency 
of  the  school  board.  For  several  years  he 
has  served  as  trustee  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  has  been  active  in  the 
Masonic,  Knights  Templars  and  Knights  of 
Pythias  orders. 

In  politics  Mr.  Penrose  is  a  republican, 
starting  almost  with  the  birth  of  the  party, 
casting  his  first  vote  for  Wm.  Stone  for 
governor  in  1865,  and  all  the  years  of  his 
life  he  has  been  its  earnest  friend  and 
staunch  supporter.  In  the  fall  of  1893 
he  received  the  unanimous  nomination  of 
his  party  as  a  candidate  for  state  senator 
to  represent  the  district  composing  the 
counties  of  Benton  and  Tama.  The  pre- 
ceding election  had  given  the  district  to  the 
democrats,  but  his  great  popularity  and 
vigorous  canvass  resulted  in  his  election  by 
a  handsome  majority,  his  own  city  giving 
him  a  highly  complimentary  vote.  He  was 
re-elected  in  1897.  As  a  legislator  he  pos- 
sesses many  fine  and  unusual  qualifications. 
Being  a  man  of  excellent  judgment  in  all 
matters,  he  moves  carefully,  yet  courage- 
ously, when  once  he  has  arrived  at  a  final 
conclusion.  He  gives  a  subject  due  con- 
sideration before  talking  upon  it,  and  then 
defends  his  position  with  great  strength 
and  clearness,  though  always  in  a  manner 
courteous  to  those  who  hold  different  views. 
He  is  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  more  im- 
portant committees,  and  his  services  as 
chairman  of  the  railway  committee  were 
generally  recognized  for  their  thoroughness 
and  care.  By  his  intelligent  course  he  has 
the  esteem  of  his  contemporaries,  irrespec- 
tive of  party,  who  are  always  ready  to  join 
him  in  facilitating  the  work  he  seeks  to  do, 
which  accounts  in  a  large  measure  for  the 
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considerable  legislation  he  has  succeeded 
in  having  enacted.  He  is  held  in  high  re- 
gard by  Governor  Drake  and  was  one 
of  the  chosen  guests  who  accompanied  that 
official  to  the  sea  to  participate  in  the 
launching  of  the  battleship  *  *  Iowa. ' '  Hon- 
orable to  a  fine  degree,  in  both  his  public 
and  private  life,  generous  to  a  fault  and 
public  spirited,  he  has  friends  and  ad- 
mirers in  all  the  walks  of  life.  In  business 
matters  his  word  is  his  bond  and  it  never 
goes  to  protest.  He  was  married  in  1870 
to  Miss  Jennie  C.  Stoddard.  They  have 
one  son,  Frank, who  assists  his  father  in  the 
conduct  of  the  mercantile  business  at  Tama. 


HANSSEN,   GusTAVus  Adolphus,  of 
Davenport,   is    of    German    ancestry,  his 


parents  being  pioneers  of  his  native  town, 
Davenport,  where  he  was  born  November 
22,  1869.  His  father,  Louis  Hanssen,  is 
one  of  the  wealthy,  retired  residents  of  the 
old  river  city  in  which  his  sons  have  risen 
to  do  him  honor,  ranking  among  the  first 
business  men  of  Davenport.  Louis  Hans- 
sen's  Sons  is  the  firm  name,  and  the  store 
occupies  the  same  spot  upon  which  was 
built  the  father's  store,  early  in  the  50 's. 
The  members  of  this  hardware  firm  are 
Louis,  Jr. ;  C.  E.  and  B.  C.  Hanssen, 
brothers  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His 
mother's    name    was    Marie    Hannemann. 


Mr.  Hanssen 's  uncles  are  successful  busi- 
ness men  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  one  of 
them,  Bernhard  Hanssen,  being  one  of 
the  official  architects  of  that  European 
city.  The  artistic  gift  of  this  uncle  de- 
scended upon  the  young  Gustavus,  who 
early  evinced  his  talent  for  architectural 
drawing.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  his  work  in  drawing  being  so 
creditable  that  it  was  sent  in  the  Iowa 
exhibit  to  the  New  Orleans  exposition.  In 
the  fall  of  1885  he  was  anxious  to  attend  an 
architectural  school,  and  his  parents 
favored  his  hope,  sending  him  to  the  Illi- 
nois State  university.  There  he  entered 
the  department  of  the  school  of  archi- 
tecture, graduating  in  the  class  of  '90,  with 
second  honors.  He  also  took  first  medal  in 
military  and  artillery  drill. 

In  the  spring  of  1891  he  took  charge 
of  the  architectural  office  of  J.  W.  Taylor, 
at  Middlesborough,  Ky.  He  remained 
there  until  October,  when  he  started  in 
business  for  himself.  Since  then  he  has 
met  with  marked  success,  his  business  im- 
proving every  year.  Many  of  the  finest 
public  buildings,  as  well  as  residences,  in 
Davenport  are  from  his  plans.  He  was  ap- 
pointed plumbing  inspector  in  1893,  but, 
after  serving  a  year,  was  obliged  to  resign 
on  account  of  pressure  of  business  duties. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  church. 
He  was  married  in  June,  1894,  to  Lillie 
May  Stibolt.  They  have  one  child:  Daphne 
Louise,  born  in  June,  1896. 


WILCOX,  Vinton  S.,  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Malcom,  was  born  in  Homer,  Ohio, 
October  11,  1848.  His  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  being  brought  up 
at  Wilkesbarre.  Dr.  Wilcox  came  to  Iowa 
in  1855  and  attended  the  common  schools 
of  the  state.  He  afterwards  taught  for  a 
number  of  terms,  and  in  1868  he  entered 
the  collegiate  department  of  the  Iowa 
State  university.  In  1871  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Drs. 
Shrader  &  Price.  During  the  time  that  he 
remained  with  them,  which  was  for  a 
period  of  three  years,he  took  agraded  course 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  Iowa  State 
university,  under  the  supervision  of  Pro- 
fessor Shrader,  and  graduated  March  4, 
1874.  The  following  May  he  removed  to 
Malcom,  where  he  has  remained  ever 
since,  following  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, in  which  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful, and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Malcom  and  vicinity. 
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HEINLY,  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  the 
well  known  wholesale  firm  of  B.  P.  Heinly 
&  Brother,  at  Creston,  Iowa,  descended 
from  an  ancient  German  family.  His 
father's  great-grandfather,  who  came 
from  Germany  to  America,  was  related  to 
the  Ludwigs,  that  branch  of  the  family 
from  which  Emperor  William  the  First 
was  descended.  The  family  settled  in 
Northampton  county.  Pa. ,  engaged  princi- 
pally in  agricultural  pursuits  and  the  rais- 
ing and  handling  of  stock.  Joseph  Heinly, 
the  father  of  Benjamin,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  German  language,  but  after 
moving  to  Iowa  he  learned  to  speak,  read 


and  write  the  English  language.  The 
family  that  came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  at  Sweetland  Center, 
Muscatine  county,  consisted  of  six  boys 
and  one  girl,  all  of  whom  were  born  in 
Northampton  county.  Pa.  There  were  four 
girls  born  to  this  union  in  Iowa,  and  one 
girl  that  died  in  infancy  in  Pennsylvania. 
Benjamin  P.,  was  born  March  11,  1850,  in 
Northampton  county,  Pa.  Out  of  that 
family  there  are  still  living  three  boys  and 
three  girls:  William  Anderson  Heinly, 
who  resides  at  Danville,  111.;  Milton  Mc- 
Carthy Heinly  and  Laura  Georgia  Jones, 
in  Muscatine  county,  Iowa;  Ida  May  Purdy, 
at  Pierce  City,  Mo. ;  Ella  Savannah  Winter- 
mute,    at    Tacoma,    Wash.,    and  George. 


The  oldest  son  died  white  4iervlng  his 
country  in  the  civil  war,  and  anotbcnr  4»ed 
in  Alabama  shortly  after  the  war. 

Benjamin  worked  on  his  father's  farm 
summers,  and  his  early  education  consisted 
of  about  three  months  in  the  district  school 
each  winter,  from  the  time  he  -v^as  7  years 
old  until  he  was  15.  He  attended  a  three 
months'  term  in  the  commercial  college 
conducted  by  a  brother,  at  Vincennes,  Ind. 
This  concluded  his  school  education  and 
was  of  much  benefit  to  him  all  through  his 
business  life.  At  the  age  of  16  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  and  in  five  weeks 
had  earned  $90  by  work  in  the  harvest 
field.  This  was  the  first  money  he  had 
earned  and  appropriated  to  his  own  use, 
and  it  stimulated  his  desire  to  make  money 
for  himself  and  be  independent.  He  went 
to  Louisa  county  and  taught  school  for  six 
months,  and,  though  he  gave  good  satis- 
faction, did  not  like  the  work.  For  about 
two  years  he  conducted  a  little  store  near 
his  father's  farm  in  Sweetland  Center,  then 
bought  a  store  in  Pairport,  where  he  en- 
gaged at  the  same  time  in  other  business, 
but  was  not  satisfied  with  his  opportunities. 
March  1,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Isa- 
bella Sweet,  of  Pairport,  and  the  next  day 
started  for  Creston,  where  they  have  since 
lived.  The  town  then  had  1,200  population, 
and  Mr.  Heinly  went  into  partnership  with 
I.  L.  Mackemer,  his  brother-in-law,  in  the 
retail  grocery  business.  The  partnership 
with  Mackemer  lasted  for  five  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  both  added  considerably  to 
their  stock  of  worldly  goods.  Mr.  Heinly 
then  purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and 
about  six  months  later  his  younger  brother, 
T.  A.  Heinly,  was  admitted  as  a  partner. 
The  business  grew  and  its  owners  pros- 
pered. In  August.  1882,  with  J.  C.  Wal- 
lace, they  started  the  first  wholesale  gro- 
cery house  in  Creston,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Wallace,  Heinly  &  Brother.  With  per- 
sistent  effort  many  obstacles  were  over- 
come, and  they  did  a  fairly  good  business 
in  the  jobbing  line.  After  Mr.  Wallace 
had  been  associated  with  them  for  two 
years,  the  Heinly  brothers  purchased  his 
interest  and  he  retired  with  a  good  profit 
on  his  investment.  They  then  associated 
with  them  Mr.  H.  B.  Holcomb,  who  ac- 
quired an  interest  in  the  wholesale  busi- 
ness which  he  retained  until  the  death  of 
T.  A.  Heinly  in  January,  1890.  Mr.  Heinly 
then  purchased  Mr.  Holcomb 's  interest  and 
continued  the  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  B.  P.  Heinly  &  Brother,  the  brother's 
widow  retaining  her  interest  in  the  firm. 
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There  has  been  no  change  in  the  firm 
since  1B90.  It  has  held  its  own  through  all 
the  trying  financial  times.  Mr.  Heinly 
was  one  of  the  incorporators,  and  is  now 
president  of  the  Anchor  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance company.  It  was  organized  in 
Creston  in  1889  as  the  Hotel  Owners  Fire 
Insurance  company;  changed  its  name 
a  year  later,  and  moved  to  Des  Moines 
in  1895.     It  is  a  strong  company. 

Since  living  in  Creston  Mr.  Heinly  has 
served  three  terms  as  alderman  at  different 
periods.  His  political  affiliations,  in  the 
main,  have  been  republican.  He  loves  the 
grand  old  party  and  the  humane  and  bril- 
liant war  and  reconstruction  record  it  made, 
but  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  remonetiza- 
tion  of  silver  at  the  ratio  of  16  to  1  by  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Heinly  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  First  Congregational 
church  of  Creston,  superintendent  of  the 
Congregational  Sunday  school,  member  of 
the  Men's  club,  the  West  End  Social  club, 
the  Masonic  order,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinly  have  three  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Earl  Casper,  born  June  23, 1876; 
Webster  Guy,  born  September  19,  1879; 
Vinton  Sweet,  born  September  15,  1887; 
Maurine  Louise,  born  February  6,  1890. 


DELMEGE,  George  J.,  secretary  of 
the  Anchor  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  com- 
pany, of  Des  Moines,  entered  upon  the  in- 
surance business  as  local  fire  insurance 
solicitor  in  Creston,  Iowa,  in  1880.  Two 
years  later  he  accepted  the  state  agency 
for  a  life  insurance  company,  with  head- 
quarters at  Fremont,  Neb.,  and  he  was 
highly  successful  as  an  organizer  and 
underwriter.  In  1884  he  returned  to  the 
field  of  fire  insurance,  doing  adjusting  and 
special  agency  work  in  Iowa.  In  1888  a 
very  flattering  offer  was  made  him  by  the 
Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  association  of 
New  York,  which  he  accepted,  and  secured 
the  largest  personal  business  ever  written 
by  one  man  in  Iowa  in  the  same  length  of 
time,  for  any  company  doing  business  on  a 
similar  plan.  In  1889  Mr.  Delmege  organ- 
ized the  Anchor  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
company,  at  Creston,  Iowa,  removing  the 
company  to  Des  Moines  in  1895.  From  the 
day  the  Anchor  was  organized,  under  the 
able  management  and  magnetic  directive 
force  of  Mr.  Delmege,  it  has  had  pheno- 
menal success.  Its  record  is  a  part  of  the 
insurance  history  of  Iowa.  Each  year  it 
has  made  a  handsome  gain  in  premiums 


written,  in  assets,  in  surplus  and  in  cash 
income,  and  has  maintained  the  lowest 
loss  ratio  known  to  the  business.  The 
Anchor  was  seven  years  old  July  1,  1896. 
The  record  it  has  made  is  all  the  commenda- 
tion its  management  needs.  Mr.  Delmege 
has  demonstrated  the  fact  that  he  is  one  of 
the  ablest  fire  insurance  managers  in  the 
west. 

He  was  born  at  Bristol,  111.,  of  Christo- 
pher Delmege  and  Rebecca  H.  (Holmes) 
Delmege,  neither  of  whom  is  now  living. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  common 
schools  and  Simpson  college,  at  Indianola. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  October,  1869,  and  set- 
tled with  his  parents  on  a  farm  in  Union 


county,  where  his  boyhood  days  were 
spent.  Being  too  young  to  enter  the  army, 
he  could  only  participate  in  those  patriotic 
demonstrations  indulged  in  by  the  youth 
during  the  stirring  times  of  war.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  free  silver  democrat.  In 
1882  he  was  a  candidate  on  the  democratic 
ticket  for  county  superintendent  of  schools 
of  Union  county,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  Elks  Lodge  No.  98,  of  Des 
Moines,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  He  is  an  earnest  member  of 
the  Christian  church.  In  1878  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  B.  Myers. 
They  have  one  child. 
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FERGUSON,  Joseph  P.,  was  born  in 
Montgomery  county,  Ind.,  July  26,  1829. 
His  father,  Price  Ferguson,  was  a  farmer, 
and  of  Scotch  descent.  His  mother's  an- 
cestors were  Germans,  and  her  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Shank.  Both  his  father 
and  mother  died  in  one  day,  when  Joseph 
was  only  3  weeks  old.  They  fell  victims  to 
the  mysterious  disease,  milk  sickness,  which 
was  so  fatal  in  the  pioneer  days  of  In- 
diana. Soon  after  their  death  he  was 
taken  to  the  home  of  his  grandfather, 
Aaron  Ferguson,  in  Montgomery  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  12  years  old.  He 
was  then  placed  in  charge  of  his  only  sister. 


Elizabeth  Ferguson,  who  lived  in  Warren 
county,  Ind.  During  the  remainder  of  his 
youth  he  lived  with  different  relatives  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  when  a  young  man 
went  with  his  uncle,  John  Ferguson,  to 
Kendall  county,  HI.,  and  leased  a  farm 
belonging  to  another  uncle  by  the  name 
of  Hiddleson.  Soon  after  commencing 
work  here,  he  had  a  severe  attack  of 
typhoid  fever,  which  left  him  much  broken 
in  health,  and  unable  to  continue  farm 
work  that  season.  He  then  returned  to  his 
sister's  home,  in  Tippecanoe  county,  Ind., 
and  secured  a  position  as  toll  gate-keeper 
on  a  new  plank  road  just  built  into  the  city 
of  Lafayette.  The  next  year  he  taught 
school  in  Warren  county,  lud.,  and  in  May, 


1852,  came  with  his  uncle  and  located  in 
Jones  county,  Iowa.  Here  he  began  break- 
ing prairie  during  the  summer  with  an 
ox  team  and  continued  it  for  four  seasons, 
and  for  several  winters  taught  school  in 
Cedar  and  Jones  counties.  In  the  winter  of 
1858  Mr.  Ferguson  taught  school  in  his 
own  dwelling  house  in  Hall  township, 
Jones  county.  The  parents  of  his  pupils 
hauled  wood  to  the  house  and  then  the 
boys  chopped  it  for  him.  He  accepted  for 
payment  for  teaching  whatever  provisions 
the  patrons  happen^  to  have.  Mr.  Fer- 
guson never  had  the  advantage  of  much 
schooling;  his  education  was  mostly  ac- 
quired by  home  study  and  teaching  others. 
In  his  first  school  he  had  to  study  hard 
to  keep  ahead  of  some  of  the  smart  schol- 
ars. 

In  the  summer  of  1860,  allured  by  the 
report  of  rich  gold  discoveries  near  Pike's 
Peak,  he  crossed  the  plains  to  Colorado. 
In  company  with  John  Weeks  he  drove 
a  pair  of  oxen,  yoked  to  a  light  wagon,  and 
led  a  cow  behind  the  wagon  to  insure  a  sup- 
ply of  milk.  While  he  was  making  this 
trip,  which  yielded  more  experience  than 
gold,  the  immortal  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
nominated  for  president. 

On  August  6,  1862,  Mr.  Ferguson  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  Thirty-first  Iowa 
volunteers,  and  went  with  the  regiment  to 
Helena,  Ark.  He  was  soon  promoted  to 
the  position  of  second  lieutenant,  but  his 
health,  which  was  always  delicate,  soon 
failed  and  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Memphis  and  afterwards  transferred  to 
one  at  St.  Louis.  Here  he  became  very 
sick,  and  his  wife  was  sent  for  and  took 
him  home.  For  two  years  after  returning 
from  the  army  Mr.  Ferguson  lived  on  the 
farm,  and  then  began  buying  grain  and 
stock,  and  continued  in  this  business  for 
several  years.  In  1869  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Clarence,  Iowa,  by  Presi- 
dent Grant;  held  the  ofiice  for  nearly  sev- 
enteen years,  and  resigned  when  Cleveland 
was  elected,  although  his  democratic 
friends  urged  him  to  make  application  for 
reappointment,  and  offered  to  sign  a  peti- 
tion in  his  favor.  When  he  retired  from 
the  postoffice  the  patrons,  regardless  of 
party,  presented  Mr.  Ferguson  and  his 
daughter  Helen  each  with  a  gold  watch 
and  chain. 

For  three  terms  Mr.  Ferguson  was 
elected  mayor  of  Clarence.  While  attend- 
ing to  his  duties  as  postmaster,  he  studied 
law,  and  on  the  25th  of  February,  1875, 
was  admitted  to  practice,  at  the  age  of 
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46  years.  On  March  80,  1866,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Persis  Delamater,  a  native 
of  Lewis  county,  N.  Y.,  and  a  most  estima- 
ble woman.  They  have  seven  children: 
Mary  E.,  Mamie  E.,  now  Mrs.  Lamos,  of 
Stuart,  Iowa;  Davie  P.,  who'  died  August 
15,  1882,  aged  22;  Jennie  V.,  now  Mrs. 
Plansburg,  of  Glidden,  Iowa;  Helen  M., 
now  Mrs.  Cook,  of  Jacksonville,  111. ;  Josie 
P.,  now  Mrs.  Lantz,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa; 
and  J.  P.  W.  C.  Ferguson. 

Mr.  Ferguson  voted  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont for  president,  and  has  ever  since 
been  a  hard  worker  for  the  republican 
party,  until  the  passage  of  the  mulct  law 
and  the  law  allowing  the  manufacture 
of  liquor.  Since  then  he  has  acted  with 
the  prohibitionists  and  has  been  a  worker 
in  the  temperance  cause  for  many  years. 

Among  the  young  men  who  have 
profited  by  Mr.  Ferguson's  experience  and 
advice,  and  have  had  the  advantage  of 
reading  in  his  law  ofiice,  are  Mr.  S.  E.  Star- 
rig,  of  Fayette;  T.  J.  Garrison,  of  Denison; 
Prof.  George  D.  Skinner,  of  Clinton;  Prof. 
J.  H.  Morgan,  of  Clarence;  Prof.  Harry 
Ferguson,  of  Tama  City;  N.  H.  Kent  and 
Fred  Orelup. 

As  this  outline  indicates,  Mr.  Ferguson 
is  a  man  of  strong  character,  and  an  origi- 
nal thinker.  He  has  always  believed  that 
he  was  called  to  preach,  but  resisted  the 
spirit. 


STONER,  Charles  E.,  M.  D.,  of  Des 
Moines,  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
successful  among  the  physicians  of  that 
city. 

His  father,  Abraham  Stoner,  was  a  pros- 

garous  farmer  from  the  vicinity  of  Ashland, 
hio,  who  moved  to  this  state  in  the  year 
1865  and  located  on  a  good  farm  near  Fair- 
field, in  Jefferson  county.  Abraham  Stoner 
was  of  German  descent,  his  ancestors  hav- 
ing been  among  those  attracted  in  an  early 
day  by  the  wonderful  stories  of  American 
freedom  and  prosperity  which  circulated 
through  the  various  countries  of  Europe. 
They  were  not  only  attracted  by  the  bright 
prospects  in  America,  but  they  were  re- 
pelled and  alienated  from  their  native  land 
by  the  tyranny  of  its  despotic  government 
and  the  imposition  of  the  excessive  taxes 
which  were  necessary  to  sustain  the  great 
standing  armies. 

Abraham  Stoner  married  Elmira  P. 
Parsons,  and  on  April  30, 1859,  at  Ashland, 
Ohio,  Charles  E.  Stoner  was  born.  Before 
this  son  was  old  enough  to  attend  school. 


the  family  moved  to  Iowa,  and  Charles  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  at  the  dis- 
trict school,  held  in  a  log  cabin  near  Fair- 
field. He  afterwards  attended  the  high 
school  at  Fairfield,  and  later  Parsons  col- 
lege in  that  city.  At  the  early  age  of  18  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  R.  J.  Mohr,  the  well-known 
surgeon  of  Fairfield.  After  two  years 
of  diligent  study  in  this  office,  young  Stoner 
took  a  course  at  Rush  Medical  college 
in  Chicago.  He  then  went  to  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  and  undertook  a  course  of  study 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
in  that  city,  and  graduated  there  in  1882. 


After  finishing  his  medical  studies  he 
commenced  practice  in  1883  at  Kossuth, 
Des  Moines  county.  Here  he  remained 
three  seasons  and  then  moved  to  the  town 
of  Altoona,  near  Des  Moines,  where  he 
staid  several  years  before  locating  in  that 
city  in  1890. 

Dr.    Stoner    occupies    the    responsible 

E^sition  of  medical  director  to  the  Central 
ife  Assurance  Association  of  the  United 
States.  He  also  fills  the  chair  of  bacteriol- 
ogy at  Drake  university,  and  for  the  past 
four  years  has  been  professor  of  surgery  in 
the  same  institution. 

In  1884  Dr.  Stoner  was  married  to 
Jeannette  Neil,  of  Fairfield,  and  they  have 
one    child,     Carl     Barlow    Stoner.      The 
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doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Polk  County 
Medical  society,  the  Iowa  State,  and  the 
American  Medical  societies.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a  Scottish 
Rite  Mason.  The  responsibilities  of  the 
position  which  Dr.  Stoner  occupies  are 
such  as  would  test  the  abilities  of  any  man; 
but  he  fills  them  with  credit,  and  has  won 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  both  the  stu- 
dents and  his  associates. 


RATH,  John,  the  well-known  banker 
of  Ackley,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  this  country  when  he  was  13  years 


old  with  his  brother  George,  who  was 
only  one  year  older  than  himself.  They 
came  by  way  of  Havre,  Prance,  in  a  sailing 
vessel,  which  was  forty-seven  days  making 
the  voyage.  The  boys  had  only  money 
enough  to  pay  their  fare  to  Galena,  111. , 
and  walked  from  there  to  Dubuque,  fol- 
lowing the  telegraph  line,  as  they  could 
not  speak  English  to  enquire  the  way. 
They  arrived  in  Dubuque  in  the  month  of 
November,  1853,  footsore  and  tired,  and 
were  warmly  welcomed  by  their  uncle, 
George  Rath,  who  lived  in  that  city.  There 
was  no  railroad  west  of  Preeport,  111.,  at 
that  time.  Their  father,  Andrew  Rath, 
was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  their  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Anna  Reich. 


John  remained  in  Dubuque  in  the  em- 
ploy of  his  uncle,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
pork  packing  business,  nntii  1861.  During 
this  iaxae  he  attended  a  private  school  for 
about  six  months,  which  was  all  the  En- 
glish education  he  received.  He  had 
previously  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town  for  several  years.  He 
was  born  November  26,  1840,  in  Breitenau 
ober  amt  Sulz,  Wurtemberg,  Germany.  In 
the  spring  of  1861  he  went  to  Cedar  Palls, 
and  was  employed  there  until  August, 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  for  three  years  in 
Company  B,  Thirty-first  Iowa  infantry, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
With  the  Pirst  division  of  the  Pifteenth 
corps.  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  he  took 
part  in  the  first  attack  on  Vicksburg  in 
December,  1862;  battle  of  Arkansas  Post, 
Ark.;  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.;  siege  of 
Vicksburg;  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Missionary  Ridge;  all  the  battles  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign  and  Sherman's  march  to 
the  sea;  battle  of  Savannah,  Ga.  He  was 
in  the  first  boat  that  crossed  the  river  at 
Columbia,  S.  C,  at  midnight,  by  which  the 
army  gained  a  foothold  on  the  Columbia 
side  of  the  river.  This  movement  resulted 
in  the  surrender  of  the  city  to  Colonel 
Stone,  commander  of  the  Iowa  Brigade  of 
the  Pifteenth  army  corps.  He  was  in  all 
the  minor  engagements  up  to  the  surrender 
of  Johnston  at  Raleigh,  N.  C. ,  and  marched 
to  Washington,  D.  C.  Participated  in  the 
grand  review  in  May,  1865,  in  that  city, 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Davenport,  Iowa, 
at  the  close  of  the  war. 

When  Mr.  Rath  came  to  Ackley,  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  it  was  a  town  on 
paper  and  contained  only  one  house.  The 
railroad,  now  the  Illinois  Central,  was  not 
completed  to  the  town  until  November  of 
that  year,  1865.  He  was  employed  by  Mr. 
Burns  to  manage  a  grain  warehouse  and 
lumber  yard,  and  in  1868  bought  an  interest 
in  the  business.  In  1870  he  bought  the 
other  interest  and  remained  sole  proprietor 
until  1880,  when  his  brother,  Andrew  Rath, 
became  interested  with  him.  During  that 
year  Mr.  Rath  established  the  banking 
business  which  he  has  carried  on  very 
successfully  since  that  date,  under  the 
name  of  the  John  Rath  Exchange  bank. 

Mr.  Rath  has  always  been  a  republican, 
for  several  years  was  mayor  of  his  town, 
member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors 
for  three  years,  and  has  held  many  minor 
offices.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.,  was  commander  of  the  post  for  two 
terms  and  is  now  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff 
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of  Commander-in-Chief  General  Clarkson. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Ackley,  organized  in  1867. 

October  5,  1865,  Mr.  Rath  was  married 
toMieBfilisabethMoser,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
They  have  had  nine  children,  all  but  one 
of  whom  are  living:  Carrie  M.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  William  T.  S.,  who  is  now  as- 
sistant cashier  of  the  bank;  John  W.,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Waterloo;  Amilia 
M.,  Elizabeth  C,  Charles  E.,  Clara  E., 
Walter  P.,  and  Howard  G. 


RUEGNITZ,  Hon.  Charles,  was  born 
at  Waren,  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  Ger- 
many, January  12,  1849.  His  parents  were 
born  near  the  same  place.  In  1864,  with 
their  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  they  came  to  the  United  States 
and  direct  to  Clayton,  Clayton  county, 
Iowa.  The  voyage  across  the  Atlantic, 
from  Hamburg  to  New  York,  was  made  on 
a  sailing  ship,  and  lasted  seven  weeks. 
When  out  at  sea  four  weeks  the  youngest 
daughter,  one  year  old,  died. 

Charles  attended  the  common  schools 
from  his  6th  to  his  14th  year,  when  he 
went  to  work  as  apprentice  in  his  father's 
cooper  shop.  During  the  time,  he  took 
advantage  of  the  Mechanics*  school,  held 
at  night,  where  he  received  special  train- 
ing by  competent  teachers  without  cost. 
After  coming  to  the  United  States,  in  1864, 
he  worked  at  coopering  until  1868  in  Clay- 
ton, at  which  time  he  went  to  Minneapolis 
and  Stillwater,  where  he  followed  the  same 
trade.  In  1870  he  joined  a  party  to  go  to 
the  gold  fields  of  Montana,  but  on  reaching 
Omaha  gave  up  the  trip,  the  reports  being 
unfavorable.  He  remained  in  that  city  a 
short  time,  when  he  entered  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Union  Pacific  railway  and 
worked  on  the  sections  at  Alkali  and  Jules- 
burg  until  fall.  He  then  returned  to  Omaha 
and  secured  employment  on  the  bridge 
across  the  Missouri,  then  in  course  of  con- 
struction, where  the  next  few  months  of 
his  life  was  spent  below  the  bottom  of  the 
river,  in  the  cylinders  wherein  so  many 
men  parted  with  health,  if  not  life.  In  1871 
he  returned  to  Clayton  county  and  again 
engaged  in  coopering,  serving  as  foreman 
for  Krueger,  Werges  &  Company.  In  1874 
the  Northwestern  Hoop  company,  of  Chi- 
cago, erected  a  factory  at  Clayton,  which 
was  provided  with  all  the  improved  ma- 
chinery for  manufacturing  hoops  and  box 
straps,  and  Mr.  Ruegnitz  was  given  charge 
of  the  concern,  which  he  conducted  for 


seven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
engaged  in  business  for  himself,  which  he 
continued  for  three  years.  Although  never 
having  had  an  opportunity  to  attend  school 
in  this  country,  he  was  possessed  of  a  good 
education,  self-earned,  and  to  that  was 
added  the  thorough  mnd  mare  dennMe 
knowledge  which  is  obtained  by  practical 
experience.  He  held  the  oflice  of  town- 
ship clerk  for  several  years,  and  was 
justice  of  the  peace  and  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  In  1884  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer,  which  honored  position 
he  now  fills.  If  this  were  not  enough  to 
show  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


both  as  a  citizen  and  a  public  ofiicial,  it 
might  be  added  that  in  1892  he  received 
the  nomination  for  state  treasurer  on  the 
democratic  ticket,  but  was,  of  course,  de- 
feated, owing  to  the  republican  party  being 
in  the  ascendency.  He  was  married  in 
1872  to  Miss  Emma  Venus,  who  was  born 
in  Clayton  county  in  1852.  Her  father, 
Joseph  Venus,  a  Bavarian  by  birth,  was 
one  of  the  original  thirteen  who  founded 
the  German  Colony  Communia  in  this 
county  in  1847.  They  have  three  children, 
Emma,  Fritz  and  Louis,  all  of  whom  have 
been  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith.  It  must 
not  be  omitted  that,  although  always  a 
democrat,  Mr.  Ruegnitz  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  gold  standard  as  against  the 
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free  coinage  of  silver.  Ue  was  a  charter 
member  of  Clayton  Lodge  143,  A.  O.  IT. 
W.;  of  Mystic  Camp  319,  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  and  member  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Elkader  Turn-Verein  and  its 
gesangs  (singing)  section. 


SHINN,  Prank,  of  Carson,  is  of  Quaker 
ancestry,  and  was  born  October  28,  1843, 
near  Jackson,  Adams  county,  Ohio.  His 
grandfather,  George  Shinn,  was  a  Virgin- 
ian, and  married  Elizabeth  Woodrow.  Both 
were  Quakers,  and  in  the  year  1800  emi- 
grated to  Highland  county,  Ohio.     Allen 


Shinn,  the  father  of  Frank,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,  Ohio,  January  14,  1813. 
When  Allen  was  15  his  father  moved  with 
his  family  to  a  farm  three  miles  north  of 
Winchester,  Adams  county,  Ohio.  Allen 
T.  married  Malinda  Penton,  who  was  bom 
July  9,  1812,  near  Winchester.  Her  father, 
John  Penton,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  her  mother  was  Sarah  Pield,  a  Vir- 
ginian. Soon  after  marrying,  Allen  T. 
Shinn  became  a  Methodist  preacher  and 
joined  the  Ohio  conference.  His  brother, 
Moses  P.  Shinn,  was  also  licensed  to 
preach,  and  joined  the  same  conference. 
In  1844  he  was  sent  by  the  bishop  of  that 
church  to  Iowa  as  a  missionary,  and  after 
preaching  at  Burlington,  Keokuk,  Keosau- 


qua  and  Mt.  Pleasant,  was,  in  1850,  sent  to 
Council  Bluffs.  He  had  charge  of  all  the 
territory  in  Iowa  west  of  Des  Moines,  and 
built  the  first  church  in  Council  Bluffs  and 
also  the  first  Methodist  church  in  Omaha, 
in  1855.  He  was  not  only  a  preacher  but 
an  excellent  business  man;  became  quite 
wealthy  and  died  in  Omaha  in  1886.  Allen 
T.  Shinn  was  transferred  from  the  Ohio 
conference  to  the  Kentucky  conference, 
where  he  preached  for  four  years.  He 
was  a  strong  abolitionist  and  had  trouble 
with  pro-slavery  members  of  his  church. 
He  rigidly  enforced  the  rules  of  the  Metho- 
dist discipline,  prohibiting  the  selling  of 
slaves,  and  when  any  member  of  his  church 
sold  a  slave  he  would  arraign  him  for  trial 
and  expel  him  from  the  church.  The  feel- 
ing became  so  intense  against  him  in  Ken- 
tucky on  account  of  his  radical  anti-slavery 
views,  that  the  church  deemed  it  advisable 
to  transfer  him  to  the  Iowa  conference. 
He  was  sent  to  Marshalltown,  arriving 
there  with  his  family  on  the  28th  day  of 
October,  1856.  After  preaching  there 
eighteen  months  his  health  failed,  and  his 
brother,  Moses  Shinn,  asked  him  to  move 
on  a  large  farm  near  Macedonia,  Iowa. 
His  health  continued  to  decline  and  he 
died  November  6,  1858.  Mrs.  Shinn  was 
left  with  a  family  of  six  boys,  and  remained 
on  the  farm  near  Macedonia.  Her  father, 
who  was  quite  wealthy,  living  in  Ohio, 
insisted  upon  her  coming  back  where  he 
could  provide  for  her  and  her  children,  the 
father  having  left  his  family  with  but  lit- 
tle property.  This  request  she  refused  to 
comply  with,  saying  that  western  Iowa  was 
as  rich  a  country  as  there  was  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  that  she  could  give 
her  sons  no  better  heritage  than  to  settle 
them  in  the  rich  valley  of  the  Nishnabotana. 
In  June,  1861,  the  oldest  brother,  Asa 
P.  Shinn,  enlisted  in  Company  A,  First 
Nebraska  Regiment  volunteers,  he  being 
the  first  volunteer  to  enlist  in  Pottawatta- 
mie county.  He  went  into  Missouri  with 
his  regiment  and  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
fever  and  died  November  14,  1861,  and  is 
buried  in  an  unknown  grave  at  Jefferson 
City.  After  his  death.  Prank,  being  the 
oldest  of  the  brothers,  remained  at  home 
with  his  mother  until  he  was  24  years  of 
age.  During  that  time  they  were  able  to 
purchase  a  home,  and  at  the  time  he  left 
his  mother's  home  her  property  was  worth 
$3,500.  In  the  meantime  he  had  earned 
money  enough  to  buy  eighty  acres  of  wild 
prairie,  which  he  afterwards  improved 
with  his  own  hands. 
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Frank's  education  was  obtained  in  com- 
mon schools  before  he  was  15  years  of  age. 
He  began  trying  lawsuits  in  justice  courts 
in  1864,  and  continued  to  try  such  cases 
until  1873,  when  an  old  pioneer  lawyer  at 
Glenwood,  Henry  C.  Watkins,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  read  law,  loaning  him  books 
which  he  carried  out  to  the  farm  home, 
and,  by  reading  through  the  winter  nights, 
and  rainy  days  in  the  summer,  was  finally 
able  to  pass  an  examination  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  regular  practice  April  16,  1877. 
In  1884  Mr.  Shinn  conceived  the  idea  of 
enjoining  saloons.  Having  made  an  effort 
to  enjoin  the  saloon  under  the  statute  at 
Hastings,  the  court  refused  him  the  right 
and  he  at  once  prepared  House  File  No. 
481,  Session  Laws  of  the  Twentieth  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  a  record  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  house  journal  of  the  Twentieth 
General  Assembly,  page  295.  He  tried  to 
get  the  representatives  from  Mills  and 
Pottawattamie  counties  to  introduce  this 
bill,  and  they  declined  to  do  so,  but  Capt. 
J.  A.  Lyons,  of  Guthrie  county,  consented 
to,  and  did,  introduce  the  bill. 

In  his  younger  days  Mr.  Shinn  was  a 
democrat,  but  left  the  party  in  1880  on  ac- 
count of  prohibition.  He  has  been  an  ac- 
tive prohibitionist,  having  canvassed  west- 
ern Iowa  and  made  thirty-two  speeches 
during  the  campaign  of  1882.  He  has  been 
an  active  worker  of  the  republican  party 
since  that  time  and  has  been  on  the  plat- 
form making  speeches  in  the  interest  of 
that  party  every  year  since.  He  has  never 
aspired  to  ofiicial  positions,  but  did,  at  one 
time,  accept  the  nomination  from  the  re- 
publican party  and  ran  for  state  senator  in 
Pottawattamie  county  district.  The  county 
was  then  hopelessly  democratic.  He  was 
defeated  but  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Hav- 
ing had  a  very  lucrative  practice  for  the 
past  twenty  years,  Mr.  Shinn  has  accumu- 
lated considerable  property.  He  owns 
valuable  lands  in  the  Nishnabotana  valley, 
besides  much  other  property.  When  he 
was  14  years  of  age  he  cut  his  knee  with  a 
com  cutter  in  the  field  on  which  now 
stands  part  of  the  city  of  Marshalltown, 
and  was  rendered  a  cripple  for  life. 

He  was  married  January  25,  1869,  to 
Almyra  Schenck,  at  Council  Bluffs.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  James  A.  Schenck,  a 
farmer  who  resided  near  Macedonia.  There 
were  bom  to  them  five  children,  namely: 
Addie,  born  October  28,  1869;  Linnie  A., 
bom  April  16,  1871;  James  A.,  born  Jan- 
uary 18,  1872;  Kate,  born  October  15,  1874, 
and  Myrtle,  born  October  21,  1880.    James 


A.  and  Addie  died  in  the  fall  of  1882;  Kate 
married  CO.  Johnson,  a  druggist  of  Car- 
son, and  Linnie  A.  married  Ira  R.  Stitt,  an 
attorney  of  Carson. 


TOWNSEND,  Edward,  of  Cedar  Palls, 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  State  Normal 
school,  is  among  the  oldest  settlers  in 
Black  Hawk  county,  having  lived  there 
since  1859.  His  parents  were  Elijah  Town- 
send,  who  began  life  poor,  but  through 
hard  work  and  good  management  as  a 
farmer  acquired  a  comfortable  fortune, 
and  Rosannah  Downing  Townsend.     Both 


were  English  Quakers.  The  father  died  in 
1860,  aged  72  years,  and  the  mother  in 
1866,  aged  72  years. 

Edward  Townsend  was  born  November 
28,  1831,  in  the  town  of  La  Grange,  in 
Duchess  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  brought 
up  on  a  farm  and  secured  his  early  educa- 
tion at  the  district  school.  He  afterwards 
attended  Berkshire  academy,  Mass.,  for 
one  year.  Circumstances  did  not  permit 
him  to  pursue  his  education  any  further. 
In  May,  1859,  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled 
first  at  Waterloo.  Here  he  remained  for 
two  years,  removing  in  1861  to  Cedar  Palls. 
For  a  year  he  was  engaged  in  the  banking 
business,  and  on  August  8,  1862,  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Company  B,  of  the' 
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Thirty-first  Iowa  infantry.  He  was  elected 
second  lieutenant,  by  his  company,  and 
was  soon  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant.  He  was  in  the  battles  of 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post  and  sev- 
eral other  skirmishes,  and  in  June,  1863,  he 
was  compelled  to  resign  his  commission  on 
account  of  disabilities  resulting  from  sick- 
ness contracted  while  in  the  service.  Re- 
turning home  he  resumed  his  business  in 
the  bank  and  thus  continued  for  eleven 
years,  retiring  in  1874.  In  1878  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  and  coal  business, 
which  he  still  continues,  also  dealing  in 
real  estate  loans. 

Mr.  Townsend  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican and  represented  Black  Hawk 
county  in  the  Twenty-second  and  Twenty- 
third  General  Assemblies.  He  has  also 
held  several  local  and  county  ofiices,  in- 
cluding membership  in  the  city  council, 
school  board  and  the  board  of  supervisors. 
He  was  mayor  of  his  city  in  1870-71  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners for  the  erection  of  the  State 
Soldiers'  and  Sailofs'  monument,  and  has 
been  trustee  of  the  State  Normal  school 
since  1894.     He  was  married  October  17, 

1867,  to  Sarah  A.  Seward,  who  died  March 
20,  1872,  leaving  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living,   Katherine  S.,   born  in 

1868,  and  Mary  L.,  born  in  1870.  Mr. 
Townsend 's  second  wife  was  Sarah  Hunt- 
ington, of  Oswego  county,  N.  Y.,  whom  he 
married  September  26,  1878.  They  have 
one  child,  Edward  H.,  born  May  5,  1881. 


ROBERTSON,  Nathan  Anda,  a  prom- 
inent banker  and  business  man  of  Promise 
City,  Iowa,  and  one  whose  name  justly  be- 
longs among  the  progressive  men  of  Iowa, 
was  born  on  a  farm  one  mile  west  of  Cincin- 
nati, Iowa,  in  1855.  His  father  was  Moses  C. 
Robertson,  a  farmer  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, who  emigrated  to  Iowa,  from 
Indiana,  in  1851,  and  settled  in  Appanoose 
county , near  Cincinnati,entering  600  acres  of 
government  land,  which  still  belongs  in  the 
family.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Streepey ,  and  her  father,  Edward  Streepey, 
also  came  to  Iowa  from  Indiana,  in  1850,  and 
located  in  Appanoose  county.  At  this 
time  Iowa  was  one  vast  prairie,  only  dotted 
here  and  there  with  a  few  log  cabins.  Mr. 
Robertson's  education  was  received  in  the 
district  school  and  in  the  Cincinnati  high 
school.  At  the  age  of  19  he,  like  a  great 
many  other  boys,  got  the  gold  fever  and 
started  west  to  make  his  fortune,  landing 


in  Colorado  and  Nevada  among  the  mines; 
but  he  found  that  a  boy  or  man  with  small 
means  stood  no  better  show  there  than  else- 
where. He  managed,  however,  to  pick 
up  a  few  dollars,  and  after  one  year  came 
back  home  and  concluded  that  Iowa  was 
good  enough  for  any  one  with  good  hands 
and  brains,  who  was  willing  to  use  them. 
By  this  time  the  railroad  had  reached 
Cincinnati  and  Mr.  Robertson  began  buy- 
ing and  shipping  stock  and  grain,  follow- 
ing this  business  for  two  years  until  the 
M.,  I.  &  N.  railroad  pushed  on  west  from 
Centerville.  He  then  believed  Wayne 
county  to  be  one  of  the  best  grain  and 


stock  counties  in  the  state  and  began  to 
cast  about  for  a  new  location  and  decided 
upon  Promise  City,  locating  there  in 
August,  1879,  a  few  days  ahead  of  the 
railroad.  Time  proved  that  his  judgment 
was  good.  There  was  plenty  of  grain  and 
stock  to  handle  and  he  located  buyers  at 
all  of  the  stations  west  on  this  road  to 
Humeston,  and  by  careful  management 
succeeded  in  accumulating  considerable 
money.  In  1885  the  business  of  the  town 
had  so  grown  that  he  concluded  to  open  a 
small  bank  as  an  experiment,  scarcely  ex- 
pecting that  it  would  pay.  He  opened  it 
as  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Promise  City, 
with  a  capital  of  $15,000.  This  he  soon 
found  unable  to  do  the  business  and  the 
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capital  was  increased  to  $25,000,  and  later 
in  1895  the  bank  was  reorganized  and  in- 
corporated as  the  Fanners  State  Bank  of 
Promise  City,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000  and 
a  surplus  of  $10,000. 

In  1892  Cincinnati,  his  old  home,  had 
grown  so  that  he  concluded  it  would  be  a 
good  place  for  a  bank,  and  accordingly  in 
July,  1893,  he  opened  the  Farmers  and 
Merchants  bank  at  that  place,  with  him- 
self as  president  and  J.  V.  Leseney  as 
cashier,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $25,000. 
The  secret  of  his  success  has  been  in  his 
push  and  energy  and  in  unhesitatingly 
taking  advantage  of  the  opportunities  that 
presented  themselves  to  him. 

In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican. He  was  married  in  1875  to 
Emma  Leseney  at  Cincinnati,  Iowa.  To 
them  have  been  born  nine  children:  Raleigh 
L.,  Guy  C,  James  Blaine,  Nathan  Ray, 
Rex  Wayne,  Cecil  M.,  Lela  J.,  Addie  Ma- 
bel and  Pansy  Independence. 


LEONARD,  John  Calvin,  attorney  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in  that  city,  Octo- 
ber 18,  1855.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  George 
E.  W.  Leonard,  the  pioneer  Presbyterian 
minister  of  that  city,  who  was  known  and 
highly  esteemed  by  all  the  old  settlers. 
Rev.  Mr.  Leonard  was  married  March  20, 
1854,  to  Miss  Rezilda  Crowe,  of  Columbia 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  soon  after  came  west 
and  bought  a  tract  of  120  acres  of  land 
which  now  lies  within  the  city  limits  of 
Cedar  Rapids  and  is  very  valuable.  His 
father  was  Charles  Leonard,  a  New  En- 
gland farmer  of  German  descent,  who 
located  in  New  Jersey.  John  C.  Leonard 
is  the  oldest  of  seven  children;  Emma,  is 
the  wife  of  John  Stuckslager,  a  farmer  in 
Sioux  county,  Iowa;  William  C,  is  living 
in  Rock  Valley,  Sioux  county,  and  is 
practicing  the  profession  of  law;  Mary  R., 
a  girl  of  rare  intellectual  ability,  and  be- 
fore whom  lay  the  brightest  prospects  of  a 
happy  future,  died  in  her  22d  year,  laying 
down  her  life  with  a  cheerful  resignation 
to  the  Divine  will;  Dora  B.,  now  Mrs.  A. 
W.  Bowman,  residing  at  Omaha,  was  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school  of  Marion; 
Martha  A.,  now  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  M.  Aiken,  of 
Omaha,  was  educated  at  Coe  college; 
George  E.  graduated  at  Ann  Arbor  Law 
school  and  is  now  practicing  in  Chicago. 

When  John  C.  Leonard  was  a  boy  Cedar 
Rapids  was  but  a  country  village.  His 
father's  farm,  now  covered  by  a  portion  of 
the  city,  was  one  of  the  most  fertile  and 


productive  in  the  township.  Upon  this 
farm  John  worked  during  the  summer,  and 
during  the  winter  months  attended  school. 
June  13,  1873,  he  graduated  at  the  city  high 
school,  and  during  the  next  two  years  at- 
tended Cornell  college  at  Mt.  Vernon. 
After  leaving  college  he  read  law  for  two 
years  with  Messrs.  Hubbard  &  Clark,  then 
the  attorneys  of  the  Northwestern  Railway 
company,  and  in  1877  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law  at 
Cedar  Rapids.  In  June,  1879,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  before  the  supreme 
court.     Mr.  Leonard's  practice  has  been 


mostly  railroad  litigation,  either  for  or 
against  the  various  railway  corporations 
operating  in  this  state.  For  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  has  been  attorney  for  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railway  company.  He  was  born  and 
brought  up  a  republican,  but  takes  no  part 
in  politics.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any 
society;  club  or  church,  but  is  a  man  of  de- 
cidedly independent  turn  of  mind;  does 
not  consider  himself  any  better  than  the 
average  man  and  not  as  good  as  many,  but 
has  never  drank  a  glass  of  intoxicating 
liquor  or  used  tobacco  in  any  form.  He 
has  four  children:  Mary  B.,  born  October 
10,  1881;  Nathan  B.,  born  November  29, 
1883;  John  C,  born  May  8,  1891,  and 
Thecla  C,  born  August  23,  1892. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


504 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


McMillan,  Horace  G.,  United  States 
district  attorney  for  the  northern  district 
of  Iowa,  and  one  of  the  editors  and  owners 
of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican,  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  May  20,  1854. 
Three  years  later  his  parents  moved  to 
Washington  county,  Iowa,  first  living  at 
Crawfordsville,  and  afterwards  on  a  farm 
four  miles  northeast  of  the  town  of  Wash- 
ington. Mr.  McMillan's  father  was  a  man 
of  sturdy  character  and  of  many  attain- 
ments; of  Scotch  blood;  and  his  mother  be- 
lodged  to  the  American  pioneer  women, 
who  carried  refinement  as  well  as  industry 
into  the  new  states  of  the  west  and  north- 


west. As  a  boy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  more  time  on  the  farm  than  in  the 
schoolroom.  He  earned  practically  his 
own  way  to  a  place,  first  at  the  bar,  and 
afterwards  in  the  wider  affairs  of  the 
state,  in  the  business  and  politics  of  which 
he  has  been  permitted  to  play  a  prominent 
part.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in 
the  country  schools  of  Washington  county, 
and  the  academies  of  Grand  View  and 
Washington.  He  studied  law  with  Mc- 
Junkin  &  Henderson,  of  Washington,  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  being  at  that 
time  attorney-general  of  the  state  of  Iowa. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880  by 
Circuit  Judge  L.  C.  Blanchard,  of  Oska- 
loosa,  and  immediately  thereafter  opened  a 


law  office  in  Washington.  In  1882  he  be- 
came interested  in  northwestern  Iowa, 
which  was  then  in  process  of  development, 
and  that  same  year  he  located  in  Bock 
Rapids,  Lyon  county.  A  few  days  after  he 
left  his  old  home,  his  father  died,  and, 
having  endorsed  for  friends  and  relatives, 
left  an  ii^debtedness  of  about  $4,000.  Upon 
returning  to  Washington  to  attend  his 
father's  funeral,  young  McMillan  called 
upon  all  the  creditors  and  voluntarily  as- 
sumed this  entire  indebtedness.  With  this 
burden  on  his  shoulders,  and  with  no  money, 
the  young  attorney  invaded  the  open  coun- 
try of  northwestern  Iowa,  determined  to 
succeed.  Ten  years  afterwards  he  re- 
turned to  Washington  for  the  first  time, 
having  paid  off  every  dollar  of  the  family 
indebtedness.  In  Rock  Rapids  he  had  en- 
tered into  a  law  partnership  with  A.  Van 
Wagenen.  This  partnership  was  dissolved 
in  1891.  In  1893  he  formed  another  part- 
nership, this  time  with  J.  W.  Dunlap,  also 
of  Washington  county.  As  a  lawyer,  Mr. 
McMillan  has  been  eminently  successful. 
He  has  been  connected  with  much  of  the 
most  important  litigation  of  northwestern 
Iowa,  and  has  been  especially  prominent  in 
the  bond  litigation  of  Lyon  county.  The 
county  had  been  fraudulently  bonded  for 
$170,000,  and  the  various  school  districts 
had  been  bonded  for  from  $20,000  to  $250,- 
000  each.  Mr.  McMillan  has  tried  these 
cases  in  both  the  state  and  United  States 
courts,  the  supreme  court  at  Washington 
having  decided  two  of  them  favorably  to 
him.  These  services  resulted  in  saving 
thousands  of  dollars  to  the  taxpayers  of 
the  new  county.  Mr.  McMillan  has  also 
been  successful  in  the  trial  of  personal 
injury  and  damage  cases,  especially  those 
growing  out  of  railway  accidents.  As  a 
boy  of  19,  he  served  one  year  as  brakeman 
on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
railway.  His  practice  has  brought  him 
a  large  income  for  many  years. 

Mr.  ^McMillan  is  also  a  business  man. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  grasp  the  possi- 
bilities of  northwestern  Iowa,  and  on  his 
faith  in  its  development  made  many  in- 
vestments in  land,  which  have  turned  out 
even  better  than  he  had  anticipated.  He 
is  to-day  the  owner  of  1,000  acres  of  land 
in  Iowa,  and  the  adjacent  counties  of  Da- 
kota, and  manages  the  Lakewood  stock 
farm,  near  Rock  Rapids,  on  which  is  main- 
tained what  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
finest,  if  not  the  finest,  herds  of  Jersey  cat- 
tle in  the  state  or  the  west.  In  1898  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Daily  Bepuhlixxin  was  for  sale, 
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owing  to  the  death  of  its  former  chief 
owner,  Mr.  L.  S.  Merchant.  Seeing  the 
excellent  opportunity  it  offered  for  build- 
ing up  a  strong  newspaper  and  a  profita- 
ble business,  Mr.  McMillan  and  Cyrenus 
Cole,  for  a  number  of  years  associate  editor 
of  the  Iowa  State  Register^  bought  the  paper. 
It  immediately  took  rank  with  the  leading 
dailies  of  the  state,  grew  in  circulation 
and  influence,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  firmly- 
established  prosperity.  The  change  oc- 
curred in  May,  1898,  and  Mr.  McMillan  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  McMillan  has,  from  his  boyhood  up, 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  being  by 
birth  and  conviction  an  unswerving  repub- 
lican. Before  leaving  Washington  county, 
he  served  as  chairman  of  the  county  com- 
mittee there.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
county  attorney  of  Lyon  county,  which 
office  he  filled  for  three  terms,  although  the 
county  was  democratic  part  of  the  time. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
republican  state  central  committee  for  the 
Eleventh  congressional  district.  He  was 
re-elected  in  1894,  and  in  1895  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  committee.  He  was  in 
charge  of  the  campaign  in  which  Gen. 
Francis  M.  Drake  was  elected  governor  by 
an  almost  unprecedented  majority,  and 
also  had  charge  of  the  Iowa  campaign  for 
William  McKinley  and  Garret  A.  Hobart, 
and  his  conduct  of  that  campaign  won  the 
praise  of  republicans  and  gpld  democrats 
alike.  In  1897  he  desired  to  retire  from 
the  state  chairmanship,  but  was  again 
pressed  into  the  service  of  his  party  as  the 
manager  of  the  campaign  for  Leslie  M. 
Shaw  for  governor.  As  a  campaign  man- 
ager Mr.  McMillan  has  tenacity  of  purpose 
and  persistence  of  effort  well  combined 
with  judgment  and  a  wise  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion. Under  him  the  party  has  developed 
no  factions,  nor  has  it  wavered.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  Iowa  congressional  delega- 
tion, in  the  spring  of  1897,  Mr.  McMillan 
was  recommended  to  the  president  for  ap- 
pointment as  United  States  attorney  for 
the  northern  district  of  Iowa,  an  appoint- 
ment which  was  made  by  President  Mc- 
Kinley and  confirmed  by  the  senate  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1898. 

In  his  home  life  Mr.  McMillan  has  been 
happy  and  successful,  as  well  as  in  busi- 
ness, law  and  politics.  In  1877,  before  he 
began  to  study  law,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Alice  Van  Doren,  of  Washington 
county,  who  has  been  a  helpmeet  to  him, 
not  only  in  his  home,  but  in  his  public  life. 
Six  children  were  bom  to   them,  five  of 
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whom  are  living.  They  are  Glenn  V., 
Viva  Alice,  Florence,  James  B. ,  and  Hor- 
ace G.,  Jr.  Mrs.  McMillan  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  political  affairs  in 
which  her  husband  has  been  prominent. 
She  has  taken,  especially,  an  interest 
in  educational  matters,  and  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  the  founding  of  the  free  pub- 
lic library,  of  Rock  Rapids,  and  feels, 
with  a  woman's  and  a  mother's  pride,  that 
her  best  contribution  to  the  world  has 
been  her  children. 


DAY,  Frederick  Jackson,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  is  descended  from  ancestors  on  both 


sides  who  fought  in  both  the  revolution 
and  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Jackson  J. 
Day,  his  father,  was  born  in  1818  and  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  the  civil  war.  His 
ancestors  fought  in  the  war  against  King 
Philip,  in  the  Narragansett  war  and  in  the 
revolution.  He  was  a  prominent  business 
man  and  an  extensive  traveler.  He  mar- 
ried Caroline  A.  Minier,  who  was  also 
descended  from  ancestors  who  took  part  in 
the  revolutionary  and  civil  wars.  She  was 
a  woman  of  good  education  and  strong 
character,  and  is  nowliving  with  a  daughter 
in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Frederick  J.  was  born  October  20,  1859, 
in     Hillsdale     county,     Mich.     Hillsdale 
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county  is  located  in  the  southern  tier  of 
counties,  bordering  on  Ohio,  and  is  a 
beautiful,  level  and  fertile  farming  coun- 
try. Hillsdale  is  the  county-seat  of  Hills- 
dale county  and  is  situated  about  midway 
between  Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Erie, 
about  seventy  miles  south  of  Lansing. 
Young  Day  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Michigan  and  Iowa.  In  1869 
the  family  removed  from  Michigan  to  Iowa 
and  located  at  Dexter,  Dallas  county,  and 
in  1870  removed  to  Stuart,  Guthrie  county. 
Frederick  J.  Day  removed,  in  1881,  to 
Council  Bluffs,  where  he  has  since  been 
actively  engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan 
and  insurance  business.  During  his  ex- 
perience in  that  line  of  business  he  has 
bought  and  sold  a  large  amount  of  farm 
and  city  property,  and  now  owns  about  500 
acres  of  farm  land  and  considerable  city 
property.  In  1890  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr  J.  P.  Hess,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Day  <fe  Hess.  They  have  invested  over 
$1,000,000  of  eastern  capital  in  bonds  and 
mortgages,  and  represent  about  the  same 
amount  in  value  of  real  estate  owned  by 
others. 

Mr.  Day  is  a  prominent  and  active  re- 
publican and  is  a  member  of  the  city  and 
county  committees,  but  has  never  run  for 
office.  He  is  president  of  the  Pomona 
Land  and  Trust  company  and  treasurer  of 
the  Council  Bluffs  Mutual  Building  and 
Loan  association. 

In  1885  he  was  married  to  Harriet  E. 
Rue,  daughter  of  the  late  John  B.  Rue. 
They  are  members  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian church  and  have  two  children: 
Bessie  V.,  born  February  25,  1886,  and 
Jackson  Rue,  born  May  15,  1890. 


SMITH,  Jesse  Hitchcock,  president 
of  the  Farmers  Insurance  company,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  Indiana.  His 
father  was  Isaac  Smith,  a  substantial 
farmer,  living  in  Elkhart  county.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Thomas. 
The  son,  Jesse,  was  born  on  the  27th  of 
August,  1838,  and  was  brought  up  on  the 
farm,  working  during  the  summer  months, 
and  attending  district  school  in  the  winter. 
In  the  summer  of  1853  the  family  moved  to 
Iowa  and  again  settled  on  a  farm  in  the 
then  new  state,  locating  on  the  fertile 
prairie  land  of  Linn  county.  Here  for 
many  years  Jesse  assisted  his  father  in 
breaking  up  wild  prairie,  building  fence, 
plowing,  sowing,  planting  and  reaping, 
performing  all  the  varied  labor  pertaining 


to  farm  life  in  a  new  country,  before  barbed 
wire  and  'twine  binders  had  so  greatly 
lightened  the  tedious  and  exhausting  labor 
of  fencing  the  farms  and  harvesting  the 
small  grain,  then  so  extensively  grown.  In 
the  winter  he  again  attended  the  district 
school,  kept  in  a  rude  log  house  meagerly 
equipped  for  educational  progress.  But 
Jesse  was  studious  and  prepared  himself 
to  enter  the  first  class  organized  in  Western 
college,  when  that  institution  was  estab- 
lished, not  far  from  his  father's  home. 
Here  he  got  a  good  education  and  soon 
after  studied  medicine  in  Cedar  Rapids. 
He  became  a  practicing  physician  in  that 


city  and  for  fifteen  years  devoted  his  time 
to  that  profession,  almost  exclusively.  In 
the  fall  of  1887  Dr.  Smith  was  nominated 
by  the  republicans  for  senator  in  the 
Twenty-second  General  Assembly,  and 
elected  for  the  term  of  four  years,  serving 
with  ability  and  fidelity.  He  has  always 
been  an  active  and  ardent  republican,  cast- 
ing his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
president  in  1860.  He  has  served  four 
terms  as  mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  for 
ten  years  has  been  president  of  St.  Luke's 
hospital  in  that  city.  He  owns  a  stock 
farm  south  of  the  city,  where  he  has  for 
many  years  given  attention  to  stock  raising. 
But  Dr.  Smith  is  more  widely  known  as 
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president  of  the  Farmers  Insurance  com- 
pany, of  Cedar  Rapids,  a  position  which 
he  has  held  continuously  since  the  1st  of 
January,  1869. 


MILLS,  Mason  P.  (deceased),  was  born 
at  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  January  15,  1843; 
died  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  July  31,  1896. 
The  life  of  this  soldier,  lawyer  and  citizen 
was  a  noble  example  of  the  best  there  is 
in  American  citizenship;  his  death  a  public 
calamity.  As  the  public  is  ^pt  to  place  a 
correct  estimate  upon  the  character  of  a 
man  whose  career  has  been  a  highly  prom- 
inent one  the  biographer  can  do  no  better 
than  to  record  in  part  an  editorial  which 
appeared  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Mills: 

"As  a  citizen  he  was,  from  the  first, 
active  in  all  things  that  make  for  a  city. 
He  was  public  spirited  and  energetic  to  a 
degree  attained  by  few  men.  He  was  an 
alderman  for  many  years,  and  in  this 
capacity  did  a  great  deal  to  shape  legisla- 
tion. He  was  a  born  leader.  If  there  was 
an  enterprise  on  foot,  Mr.  Mills  was  either 
for  or  against  it  with  all  his  might.  He 
had  the  courage,  the  strong  intelligence, 
the  rare  and  subtle  magnetism  which,  as 
public  men  are  analyzed,  compose  the  req- 
uisites of  the  real  genius  of  leadership. 
As  a  lawyer  he  attained  a  very  high  rank. 
He  was  a  worker,  a  master  of  the  art  of 
accumulation  of  testimony — a  tactician, 
skillful  in  cross-examination,  a  perfect 
judge  of  men,  and,  therefore,  one  who 
selected  a  jury  with  method  and  keen 
analysis  of  those  who  presented  themselves 
for  acceptance.  Many  of  our  foremost 
business  men  relied  upon  him  absolutely, 
and  to  them  the  loss  will  be  a^  a  personal 
bereavement.  As  a  friend,  perhaps  the 
word  loyal  is  the  best  and  most  expressive 
adjective  descriptive  of  this  phase  of  his 
character.  It  is  the  fortune  of  strong 
characters  like  Mason  P.  Mills  to  be  strong 
in  friendship  and  intense  in  resentment,  to 
have  friends  bound  to  them  with  hooks  of 
steel,  and  at  the  same  time  have  those  who 
swear,  Hamilcar-like,  to  love  them  not  at 
all.  And  now,  what  of  him?  *  *  *  It 
does  not  seem  possible  that  the  soul  of  a 
man  like  Mason  P.  Mills — the  force  that 
was  in  that  brain — can  have  gone  out  for- 
ever. Meeting  by  the  side  of  his  grave 
this  great  question  which  is  the  dark  cloud 
on  the  horizon  of  all  of  us,  we  are  glad  to 
know  that  he  here  found  reason  for  hope.  ** 

The  father  of  the  deceased  died  when 


he  was  a  mere  boy  and  the  mother,  within 
a  few  years,  married  P.  T.  Crowell,  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  a  trusted  employe  of 
the  United  States  armory  at  that  city. 
The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Elizabeth  Strong,  was  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  Grant  family  of  East  Windsor.  The 
early  education  of  Mr.  Mills  was  acquired 
in  the  common  schools.  He  was  a  student 
in  the  Upper  Iowa  university  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  and  at  the  first  call  for 
troops  went  to  Washington  and  enlisted  in 
a  squadron  of  cavalry  known  as  McClellan's 
Dragoons.  This  was  George  B.  McClel- 
lan's    bodyguard.      He    served    in    that 


capacity  under  the  commanders  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  until  the  winter  of 
1863-4,  when  the  squadron  of  cavalry  was 
ordered  to  Chicago  and  made  part  of  the 
Twelfth  Illinois  cavalry.  There  he  was 
made  sergeant  of  the  regiment,  and  after- 
ward promoted  to  regimental  quarter- 
master and  first  lieutenant  by  Governor 
Yates.  He  served  gallantly  at  Yorktown, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  and  in  the  seven  days' 
fight  before  Richmond,  as  well  as  in  the 
smaller  affairs  in  which  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  was  engaged  up  to  the  year  1864. 
He  was  then  sent  on  the  Red  River  expedi- 
tion, under  General  Banks. 
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He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
February  17,  1865,  but  until  July  of  that 
year  he  was  in  the  government  employ, 
having  charge  of  Camp  Fry,  in  Chicago. 
He  was  not  mustered  out  as  an  officer  until 
1887,  when  he  took  advantage  of  the  act  of 
congress  permitting  volunteer  officers  to 
be  mustered  according  to  their  rank,  if 
they  had  failed  to  be  so  mustered,  owing 
to  active  operations  in  the  field.  He  did 
this  in  order  to  become  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  the  Loyal  Legion,  which  he  at 
once  joined. 

When  his  country  no  longer  needed  his 
services  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Ira  T.  Buel),  of  Chicago, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  there  in  1866. 
In  1867  he  located  at  Cedar  Rapids  and  en- 
gaged in  practice,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death.  Although  not  a  college-bred 
man,  he  was  recognized  as  a  thorough 
scholar.  An  omnivorous  reader,  his  whole 
life  was  a  process  of  self-education.  He 
was  a  republican  in  politics  and  was 
colonel  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Gear  dur- 
ing his  last  administration.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
and  served  as  department  commander  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  in  1890. 

He  was  married  October  14,  1869,  to 
Miss  Flora  B.  Coulter,  daughter  of  Dr. 
John  Parshall  Coulter,  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  Twelfth  Iowa  infantry.  She  is  a 
lady  of  high  attainments  and  countless 
personal  graces  and  domestic  virtues,  so 
the  beauty  and  happiness  of  their  home 
life  may  be  imagined.  To  them  were  born 
three  children:  John,  born  December  1, 
1874;  Flora,  born  May  28,  1877,  and  Mary, 
born  May  21,  1886. 


EVANS,  Marion  Le  Grand,  of  Emer- 
son, the  well-known  banker  and  breeder  of 
Aberdeen-Angus  cattle,  was  born  near  De- 
corra,  Henderson  county.  111.,  June  30, 
1858.  His  grandfather,  John  Evans,  Sr., 
Was  born  in  Maryland,  April  9,  1794,  and 
was  descended  from  Welsh  ancestors.  John 
Evans,  Jr.,  the  father  of  Marion  L.,  was 
born  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  June  13, 
1830,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to  Hender- 
son county.  111.,  in  1837.  Starting  in  life 
without  financial  assistance  he  has  by  good 
judgment  and  close  attention  to  business 
accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune,  and 
still  resides  in  Henderson  county.  He  was 
married  April  23,  1857,  to  Sarah  Young 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Ballston,  Saratoga 
county,  N.  Y.,  March  13,  18?9,  and  came 


with  her  parents  to  Henderson  county,  111., 
in  1836.  Her  father,  Abner  Davis,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  September  21,  1794,  and 
served  through  the  war  of  1812.  In  1836 
he  settled  upon  a  farm  given  him  by  the 
government  in  Henderson  county,  111., 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death,  December  10,  1874. 

Marion  L.  Evans  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  country  schools  and  completed 
an  academic  course.  Later  he  attended 
Monmouth  college.  In  the  spring  of  1879 
he  moved  **  out  west,"  as  people  said,  to 
Iowa,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Mills 
county.     In   1889  Mr.  Evans  removed  to 


Emerson,  where  he  built  a  home  and  has 
since  resided.  Mr.  Evans'  experience  in 
stock  raising  began  when  he  was  a  small 
boy  and  when  he  was  16  he  was  able  to  sell 
all  the  stock  he  had  raised  for  $1,200,  which 
was  used  in  paying  his  school  expenses. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  live  stock  business, 
and  they  now  own  7,300  acres  of  Iowa  land 
and  usually  have  on  hand  some  2,000  head 
of  cattle. 

Mr.  Evans  is  president  of  the  American 
Aberdeen- Angus  Breeders'  association, and 
has  a  wide  reputation  as  a  careful  and  suc- 
cessful breeder  of  black  cattle.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Farmers  bank  at  Emerson, 
and  a  director  of  the  First  National  bank 
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of  Malvern.  He  is  a  republicau  and  a 
member  of  the  A.  P.  A.  M.  Chapter,  Com- 
mandery  of  Red  Oak,  and  of  Tangier  Tem- 
ple at  Omaha,  Neb. 

Mr.  Evans  was  married  June  28,  1883, 
to  Hattie  M.  Tubbs,  daughter  of  Judge  L. 
W.  Tubbs.  They  have  five  children :  Edi  th 
L.,  born  April  13,  1884;  John  L.,  born  No- 
vember 8,  1885;  Prank  N.,  born  May  11, 
1888;  Marion  L.,  Jr.,  born  December  27, 
1891,  and  Volney,  born  October  4,  1893. 


JUNKIN,  Joseph  M.,  represents  the 
counties  of  Montgomery  and  Mills  in  the 
state  senate,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  law- 
yers of  western  Iowa,  living  at  Red  Oak. 
His  lineage  is  of  that  stalwart  and  heroic 
race,  the  Puritans  (Covenanters),  of  Scot- 
land. His  great-grandfather,  Joseph  Jun- 
kin,  had  an  arm  shattered  by  a  musket 
ball  at  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  Septem- 
ber 11,  1777,  where  he  commanded  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers.  His  grandfather, 
Joseph  Junkin  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  his  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  civil 
war.  The  only  known  relative  of  Mr. 
Junkin  who  served  in  the  confederacy  was 
Stonewall  Jackson,  he  having  married 
Eleanor  Junkin,  daughter  of  Dr.  George 
Junkin,  at  that  time  president  of  Washing- 
ton college,  Virginia.  His  parents,  Joseph 
and  Mary  M.  Junkin,  came  from  Virginia 
to  Iowa,  locating  at  Pairfield,  where  Sena- 
tor Junkin  was  born  in  1854.  Later  the 
family  removed  to  Melrose,  Monroe  county, 
and  from  that  place,  in  1873,  Mr.  Junkin 
came  to  Red  Oak,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  attended  school  at  Pairfield, 
Red  Oak  and  Iowa  City.  After  graduating 
from  the  law  department  of  the  State  uni- 
versity in  1879,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  another  young  law  student,  Horace 
E.  Deemer,  now  judge  of  the  supreme 
court.  The  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
1896,  when  Mr.  Deemer  was  elected  dis- 
trict judge,  and  Mr.  Junkin  has  continued 
the  practice  alone,  enjoying  a  large  and 
lucrative  business.  The  practice  of  his 
profession  occupied  his  attention  almost 
exclusively.  Although  he  took  a  consider- 
able interest  in  politics,  he  never  was  a 
candidate  for  office  on  his  own  account, 
but  always  on  account  of  some  vital  issue 
in  which  he  was  deeply  interested. 

He  held  a  number  of  minor  local  offices, 
but  not  until  1895,  when  he  was  unani- 
mously nominated  for  state  senator,  did  he 
consent  to  accept  any  office  which  would 
take  him  away  from  his  business.     As  the 


code  was  to  be  revised  at  this  session,  it 
seemed  an  excellent  opportunity  for  a  good 
lawyer  to  not  only  make  himself  felt  but 
to  improve  himself  professionally.  Senator 
Junkin  at  once  took  a  prominent  part  in 
the  work  of  the  senate,  more  than  is 
usually  the  case  with  new  members.  He 
gave  special  attention  to  the  work  of  the 
judiciary  committee,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  most  industrious  members.  His 
work  and  record  in  the  legislature  are 
marked  throughout  by  a  high  standard  of 
integrity,  and  he  was  never  known  to  lend 
his  support  to  any  proposition  that  did  not 
commend  itself  to  his  approval,  or  that  was 


not  clearly  beneficial  to  the  people,  no 
matter  what  influence  might  be  exerted  in 
its  behalf. 

Neither  was  he  afraid,  at  any  time,  to 
denounce  that  which  he  believed  to  be 
wrong.  During  the  memorable  campaign 
of  1896,  Senator  Junkin  devoted  much 
time  and  labor  in  fighting  the  battles  of 
the  party,  speaking  at  many  places 
throughout  the  state.  The  convention 
called  for  1899,  to  select  delegates  to  the 
senatorial  convention,  by  unanimous  vote 
accorded  Mr.  Junkin  the  courtesy  of  nam- 
ing the  delegates  to  attend  that  convention, 
which  will  result  in  his  renomination  and 
election  to  another  term  in  the  senate, 
commencing  January,  1900. 
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Senator  Junkin  was  married  in  July, 
1888,  to  Miss  Olivette  E.  Chevalier,  then 
principal  of  the  high  school  at  Red  Oak. 
They  have  two  children,  Chevalier  J., 
born  March,  1891,  and  Josephine,  born 
March,  1898. 


MADDEN,  P.  W.  No  state  in  the  union 
has  had  a  penitentiary  warden  more  uni- 
versally liked  by  the  unfortunates  within 
prison  walls,  nor  one  more  popular  with 
the  general  public  than  P.  W.  Madden. 
He  was  born  in  New  Castle,  Pa.,  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1845.     His  parents  were  natives 


of  Pennsylvania,  but  beyond  that  fact 
nothing  definite  is  known  of  the  family 
history.  He  received  but  a  limited 
education  in  the  public  schools,  being 
early  required  to  depend  upon  his  own 
efforts  for  a  livelihood.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  4  years  old,  and  he  was 
therefore  compelled  to  perform  manual 
labor  to  assist  in  the  support  of  his 
widowed  mother.  At  the  age  of  10  years 
he  came  to  Iowa  with  his  mother  and  set- 
tled in  Mahaska  county,  where  they  resided 
two  years,  then  removed  to  Polk  county. 
Here  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  several 
years,  placing  in  the  hands  of  his  mother 
the  greater  part  of  his  earnings.  It  is 
related  that  when  he  first  hired  to  a  farmer 
he  was  to  get  $10  for  two  months'  service 


hoeing  corn.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
work  the  farmer  paid  him  with  two  five- 
dollar  gold  pieces.  The  lad  thought  this 
poor  compensation  for  the  amount  of  labor 
he  had  performed,  and  the  more  he  con- 
sidered the  matter  the  firmer  became  his 
conviction  that  he  had  been  cheated,  never 
having  seen  that  kind  of  money,  and  it 
required  the  repeated  assurances  of  his 
mother  to  convince  him  otherwise. 

In  the  spring  of  1862,  at  the  age  of  17, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fifteenth  United 
States  regulars.  His  regiment  was  sent  to 
Newport  barracks,  when,  after  perfecting 
itself  in  the  drill,  it  was  ordered  to  the 
front  and  assigned  to  the  Fourteenth  Army 
corps,  then  under  command  of  Greneral 
Thomas.  The  first  fight  they  participated 
in  was  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  where 
the  Fourteenth  corps  held  Bragg 's  army 
in  check  after  the  defeat  and  retreat  of  the 
other  corps  of  the  union  army.  The 
Fourteenth  performed  heroic  service  on 
that  day,  so  dark  and  disastrous  for  Rose- 
crans'  forces.  The  regiment  was  under 
Grant  at  Lookout  Mountain,  and  with  the 
center,  under  General  Woods,  scaled  that 
lofty  range,  hurled  shot  and  shell,  and 
poured  death  and  consternation  into  the 
ranks  of  the  rebels.  From  Chattanooga 
it  marched  with  Sherman  to  Atlanta,  and 
when  that  city  fell,  it  was  ordered  back  to 
Nashville.  Besides  Franklin  and  Nash- 
ville it  participated  in  the  battles  of  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Big  Shanty, 
Neal  Dow  Station,  Resaca,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  New  Hope 
Church,  Jonesboro  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta. 
During  his  entire  service  Mr.  Madden 
never  missed  a  roll  call.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  March  4,  1865.  Return- 
ing to  Iowa  he  remained  in  Des  Moines  for 
a  time,  then  went  to  Madison  county, 
where  he  married.  In  1870  he  removed  to 
Clay  county,  took  up  a  homestead  and 
commenced  preparations  for  a  permanent 
home.  Shortly  thereafter  the  grasshop- 
pers came.  These  were  years  when  it 
tried  the  nerve,  ingenuity  and  fortitude  of 
the  pioneers  of  northwestern  Iowa.  But 
Mr.  Madden  was  possessed  of  good  stay- 
ing qualities  and  remained.  In  1879  he 
received  the  nomination  for  sheriff,  but 
was  defeated  by  eighteen  votes.  In  1881 
he  was  again  a  candidate  and  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  five.  In  1883  he  was  re- 
elected by  a  majority  of  763  votes,  and  in 
1885  by  832.  He  was  again  elected  in  1887 
and  once  more  in  1889.  In  1891  there  was 
no  convention  and  it  was  a  "free  for  all  " 
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race,  with  four  candidates  in  the  field.  He 
was  a  winner  this  time  with  many  votes  to 
spare.  These  repeated  elections  attest 
the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  citi- 
zens of  his  home  county. 

Mr.  Madden  has  served  three  terms  as 
warden  of  the  state  penitentiary  at  Ana- 
mosa.  So  carefully  and  economically 
was  that  institution  conducted  by  him  that 
at  the  beginning  of  1897  the  management 
was  able  to  operate  a  plant  which  furnishes 
water  for  the  entire  institution,  and  with- 
out one  cent  of  additional  cost  to  the  state. 
It  came  out  of  savings  from  the  support 
fund,  in  addition  to  $30,000  turned  back 
into  the  state  treasury  during  his  first  three 
years  at  the  head  of  the  institution,  and  was 
accomplished  without  curtailing  in  any 
measure  the  comfort  and  table  supplies  of 
the  prisoners.  The  new  improvement  is 
estimated  to  be  worth  $20,000  to  the  state. 
He  has  now  returned  to  his  home  at  Spen- 
cer. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Odd 
Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  all  of 
which  he  is  a  leading  spirit.  He  was  mar- 
ried September  20,  1868,  to  Miss  Abigail 
Hockett.  They  have  had  eight  children, 
all  but  one  of  whom  are  living. 


LEBECK,  Carl  Ludwig,  was  born  in 
Albersdorf ,  province  of  Holstein,  G  ermany , 
December  16,  1845.  His  father,  Soren 
Larsen  Jensen  Lebeck,  was  a  teacher,  and 
taught  for  over  forty -two  years  in  that 
place.  His  grandfather  and  great  grand- 
father were  natives  of  a  village  in  the 
northern  part  of  Schleswig,  called  Span- 
det,  and  they  were  farmers.  The  grand- 
father's name  was  Jens  Olufsen,  and  he 
had  a  family  of  eight  boys  and  two  girls. 
Five  of  the  boys  became  teachers  and  four 
of  them  went  to  Denmark,  but  the  father 
of  Carl  went  south  to  Germany  and  lived 
to  be  87  years  old.  He  taught  for  fifty- 
three  years,  and  during  the  last  thirteen 
years  of  his  life  received  a  pension  of  $250 
per  year.  Carl's  mother  was  Hanne  Ket- 
elsen.  Her  father  was  raised  upon  a  fine 
farm  near  Bredstedt,  province  of  Schleswig, 
which  has  been  in  their  family  for  prob- 
ably 300  years,  and  is  still  owned  by  a 
cousin  of  Mr.  Lebeck.  Carl  was  one  of 
eleven  children,  seven  boys  and  four  girls. 
He  attended  the  common  school,  where  his 
father  was  a  teacher,  and  at  the  age  of  16 
was  apprenticed  for  five  years  to  a  mer- 
chant to  learn  the  dry  goods  and  grocery 
business.     He  worked  for  four  years  as 


a  clerk  in  different  places  in  Germany,  and 
in  1870  emigrated  to  America.  He  came 
as  far  west  as  Illinois,  and  worked  eight 
months  for  J.  T.  Alexander,  the  **  cattle 
king,  *'  on  his  **  Broadland  farm  "  of  forty- 
two  sections  in  Champaign  county.  In 
the  spring  of  1871  he  came  to  Clinton, 
Iowa,  and  worked  during  the  season  on 
a  farm.  In  the  fall  he  secured  a  place  in  a 
hardware  store  in  Lyons,  and  remained  in 
that  town  until  1874,  when  he  moved  to 
Walnut,  Pottawattamie  county,  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  J.  B.  Johannsen  and 
started  a  general  store  on  a  small  scale, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Lebeck  &  Johann- 
sen. After  four  and  a  half  years  of  suc- 
cessful business  he  sold  his  interest  to  his 


partner.  Soon  afterwards  he  bought 
another  store  in  the  same  business  and 
took  in  a  younger  brother,  Adolf,  as  a 
partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Lebeck 
Brothers.  They  continued  in  business  to- 
gether for  thirteen  years,  and  were  very 
successful.  In  1894  Mr.  Lebeck  bought 
his  younger  brother's  interest  and  has 
since  conducted  the  business  alone.  Hav- 
ing increased  the  stock  and  added  another 
store  room,  he  now  has  the  largest  busi- 
ness in  town. 

Mr.  Lebeck  has  always  been  a  democrat. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  any  of  the  fraterni- 
ties.    He    is  a    leading    member   of    the 
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Lutheran  church.  He  was  married  No- 
vember 2,  1872,  to  Minna  Steffen,  who  is  a 
native  of  Germany.  They  have  had  seven 
children,  but  the  only  one  living  now  is 
Alfred  Jens  Ludwig,  born  June  29,  1878, 
who  has  attended  business  college  at  Cedar 
Rapids. 

HILL,  Gershom  Hyde,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
superintendent  of  the  hospital  for  the  in- 
sane at  Independence,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Garnavillo,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  May  8, 
1846,  and  is  descended  from  Peter  Hill, 
who,  with  his  son  Roger,  came  from  the 


west  of  England  in  1653,  and  settled  in  the 
state  of  Maine.  Dr.  Hill's  grandfather 
was  once  a  member  of  congress  from  Maine 
and  was  noted  for  his  hospitality.  James 
J.  Hill,  his  father,  was  a  member  of  the 
famous  *  *Iowa  Band  of  Congregational  Home 
Missionaries, '*  who  graduated  from  And- 
over,  Mass.,  Theological  seminary  in  1843. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  college  and 
a  native  of  Bath,  Me.,  as  was  also  his 
wife,  Sarah  E.  Hyde;  they  were  mar- 
ried April  24,  1844,  and  immediately  set 
out  for  the  west.  One  of  her  sisters  was 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Magoun,  of  Grin- 
nell,  and  the  other  of  Rev.  Dr.  Alden,  of 
Boston.  The  young  minister  left  his  wife 
in  Dubuque,  in  June,  and  went  up  into 


Clayton  county  to  spy  out  the  land  on 
which  he  would  locate.  Their  second  son, 
James  Langdon,  now  a  minister  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  was  also  born  in  Garnavillo. 

In  1849,  the  f amUy  moved  to  Albany,  111. , 
just  across  the  Mississippi  river  from  Sa- 
bula,  where  the  father  continued  to  preach. 
Here  the  mother  died  in  1852.  She  was  a 
strong,  intellectual,  enthusiastic  and  warm- 
hearted woman;  an  earnest,  hopeful  Chris-' 
tian.  In  October,  1853,  Mr.  Hill  was 
married  to  Sarah  Wells  Harriman,  and  took 
charge  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
Savannah,  III.  She  was  a  New  Hampshire 
woman,  a  graduate  of  Mt.  Holyoke  college, 
in  Massachusetts;  she  proved  to  be  a  good 
step-mother  and  a  capable  minister's  wife. 
The  family  moved  to  Wapello,  Louisa 
county,  in  1856,  and  to  McLeod  county, 
Minn.,  in  1858,  where  amid  Indians  and 
the  extreme  rigors  and  privations  of 
pioneer  life,  with  scanty  fare,  they  lived 
for  a  time  in  a  log  cabin,  and  the  children 
acquired  part  of  their  education  in  a  log 
schoolhouse. 

They  returned  to  Iowa  just  before  the 
massacre  of  1860,  and  located  in  Grinnell, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  children  a 
college  education.  Here  Gershom  became 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  founder  of 
the  town,  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Grinnell,  and  was 
employed  by  him  at  one  time  cultivating 
corn  on  his  land  just  north  of  the  college 
grounds.  In  June,  1861,  Gershom  took  a 
half  dozen  refugees  from  the  home  of  Mr. 
Grinnell,  who  was  known  to  keep  a  station 
on  the  ** underground  railway,"  and  con- 
veyed them  by  night  to  Marengo,  then  the 
terminus  of  the  Rock  Island  railroad,  from 
which  point  they  were  furnished  transpor- 
tation to  Canada  by  Mr.  Grinnell.  For 
this  service  he  was  given  a  Suffolk  pig 
valued  at  $10.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  in  Grinnell  four  winters  and  in 
December,  1863,  began  to  teach  a  country 
school  in  Marshall  county.  In  May,  1864, 
as  soon  as  he  was  18  years  old,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Forty -sixth  Iowa  volun- 
teers, and  served  four  months  under  Col. 
D.  B.  Henderson,  at  Colliersville,  Tenn. 
Returning  from  the  war,  Gershom  was 
employed  as  teamster  for  a  time.  In  June, 
1865,  the  family  moved  to  Fayette,  Iowa, 
where  the  father  became  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  there  died  in  1870. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  the  two  Hill  brothers 
entered  the  preparatory  department  of 
Iowa  college  in  Grinnell  and,  by  working 
in  the  harvest  fields  in  the  summer  and 
teaching  school  in  the  winter   vacation, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


513 


they  worked  their  way  through  college, 
being  classmates  throughout,  and  com- 
plete the  classical  course  in  1871. 

Gershom  at  once  began  to  study  medi- 
cine, first  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
State  University  of  Iowa  and  later  in  the 
Rush  Medical  college  in  Chicago,  gradu- 
ating there  in  1874.  After  several  months ' 
practice  in  Moline,  111.,  he  was  elected 
first  assistant  physician  of  the  hospital  for 
the  insane  in  Independence.  In  October, 
1881,  Dr.  Hill  was  promoted  to  the  super- 
intendency,  which  office  he  continues  to 
hold.  The  institution  was  opened  in  1873, 
and  when  Dr.  Hill  went  there  contained 
but  200  patients,  while  now  it  accommo- 
dates more  than  1,000.  Dr.  Hill's  record 
in  this  institution  is  that  of  progress  in  the 
humane  and  scientific  treatment  of  the  in- 
sane. The  hospital  under  his  management 
has  gone  quietly  along  without  sensational 
incidents.  Its  superintendent  combines 
the  three  qualities  so  difficult  to  obtain  in 
one  man  and  yet  each  is  absolutely  requisite 
for  this  important  position:  a  scientific 
knowledge,  business  capacity  and  executive 
ability.  Dr.  Hill  has  few  superiors  as  an  able, 
conscientious  manager,  both  from  a  medical 
and  a  financial  standpoint.  The  institu- 
tion over  which  he  presides  compares  fav- 
orably with  any  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States  and  he  has  been  highly  compli- 
mented by  the  board  of  control  for  his  ad- 
mirable methods.  He  has  attended  two 
post-graduate  courses  in  medicine,  one  in 
New  York,  in  1878,  and  one  in  Boston,  in 
1890.  He  writes  for  the  medical  journals 
and  is  frequently  called  upon  as  an  expert 
on  insanity.  He  belongs  to  numerous 
medical  societies  in  Iowa  and  to  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  association,  the  American 
Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Medico-Legal 
society  of  New  York  and  the  American 
Medico-Psychological  association.  He  is 
president  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Independence  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  is  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  life 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  his  alma 
mater  in  Grinnell  and  is  a  lecturer  on  in- 
sanity in  the  medical  department  of  the 
State  University  of  Iowa.  His  father,  in 
1846,  gave  the  first  dollar  to  found  Iowa 
college,  and  the  brothers,  Gershom  and 
James,  have  together  established  a  prize 
for  excellence  in  extemporaneous  debate 
and  in  vocal  music. 

Dr.  Hill  was  married  in  1879  to  Louisa 
B.  Ford,  in  Lynn,  Mass.  They  have  one 
child,  Julia,  born  in  1886.  Dr.  Hill  is  an 
earnest  republican. 


HERTERT,  Emil  Benedict  Mathias, 
was  born  at  Eich,  near  Luxemburg,  Ger- 
many, August  7, 1855.  His  father,  Mathias 
Hertert,  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  Novem- 
ber 28,  1851,  married  Catherine  Probst. 
Both  were  natives  of  the  grand  duchy  of 
Luxemburg.  Emil's  early  schooling  was 
received  at  Weimerskirch,  near  his  birth- 
place, and  in  1866  he  entered  the  college  of 
Beauregard,  near  Thionville,  Alsace.  He 
finished  his  education  at  the  agricultural 
college  at  Ettelbruck,  Luxemburg,  in  1870. 
Mr.  Hertert  came  to  America  in  1872  and 
located  at  Luxemburg,  Dubuque  county, 
Iowa.  He  remained  in  Dubuque  and  Clay- 
ton counties  until  1878,  when  he  removed 


to  Shelby  county,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. For  a  number  of  years  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  1884  was  appointed  deputy 
auditor  of  Shelby  county,  under  John  W. 
Herrod,  who  was  then  auditor.  In  1887  he 
resigned  that  position,  and  with  his  broth- 
er, Lucien  R.  Hertert,  purchased  the 
land,  loan  and  abstract  business  of  Aldenk 
Riley,  which  is  still  under  his  management 
and  supervision.  They  have  also  a  branch 
office  at  Pierce,  Pierce  county.  Neb.,  which 
is  conducted  by  the  brother,  Lucien  R., 
who  resides  at  that  place.  The  business 
at  both  places  is  carried  on  under  the  name 
of  Hertert  Bros.,  and  has  been  remarkably 
successful  and  prosperous.     Since  he  be- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


514 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


came  a  voter,  Mr.  Hertert  has  been  affili- 
ated with  the  democratic  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  school  board  at  Harlan,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  city  council  for 
eight  years.  In  November,  1897,  he  was  a 
candidate  upon  the  fusion  ticket  for  treas- 
urer of  Shelby  county,  and  was  elected. 
He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  December  16, 
1878,  to  Mary  Muller,  who  was  born  in 
Niederauven,  Luxemburg.  They  have  had 
seven  children:  Charles  N.,  bom  January 
2,  1880;  Lucien  R.,  born  October  22,  1881; 
John  P.,  bom  June  25,  1885;  Victor  C, 
born  January  24,  1888;  Amelia  M.,  born 
September  21,  1889;  and  Mary  C,  born 
August  23,  1891;  Anna  M.  died  December 
11,  1889. 


MITCHELL,  William  Edwin.  Judge 
J.  L.  Mitchell,  well  known  to  all  lowans 
by  reason  of  his  distinction  in  legal  circles 
and  his  gallant  services  as  captain  of 
Company  E,  in  the  Twenty-ninth  Iowa, 
once  had  a  nephew  to  whose  young  mind 
the  judge  was  the  acme  of  perfection,  the 
ideal  man.  When  the  young  man  had 
reached  the  age  at  which  a  profession  was 
to  be  chosen,  he  very  naturally  thought  the 
profession  of  his  uncle  good  enough  for 
him,  so  began  the  study  of  law.  That 
young  man  is  now  one  of  the  leading  law- 
yers of  the  state,  having  at  one  time  been 
presented  by  a  great  political  party  for  the 
position  of  supreme  judge.  William  E. 
Mitchell,  of  Sidney,  was  the  young  man 
thus  inspired.  He  was  born  April  23, 1860, 
in  Hendricks  county,  Ind.  To  a  high 
school  education  was  added  a  course  in 
Tabor  college,  during  the  years  1880-1. 
Late  in  the  year  1881  he  entered  the  Fresh- 
man class  at  Greencastle,  Ind.,  and  there 
took  a  classical  course  in  the  De  Pauw 
university,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1885.  He  also  graduated  from  the  law 
department  of  the  same  school  in  1888. 
While  there  he  was  a  member  of  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta  Greek  Letter  society,  and  had 
the  distinction  of  winning  the  Kinnear- 
Monette  medal,  in  debate. 

His  parents  were  poor  people  and  came 
to  Iowa  in  1868,  in  the  hope  of  bettering 
their  condition.  They  located  on  a  farm 
near  Sidney,  and,  as  might  be  expected, 
the  boy  was  required  to  labor  hard  to  as- 
sist in  building  up  the  new  home.  He  was 
thus  engaged  until  reaching  his  20th  year, 
at  which  time  he  was  placed  in  college. 
Upon  returning  from  school  in  1885,  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  superin- 


tendent of  schools  of  Fremont  county,  on 
the  democratic  ticket.  In  May,  1888,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  supreme 
court  of  the  state,  since  which  time  he  has 
devoted  himself  to  practice.  He  is  re- 
garded as  among  the  best  jury  lawyers  in 
western  Iowa,  if  not  in  the  entire  state,  and 
has  a  law  library  excelled  by  but  few  in 
the  profession.  He  has  a  large  practice  in 
the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  and  the  federal 
court  at  Council  Bluffs. 

He  was  married  December  18,  1889,  to 
Miss  Matilda  Engelke,  a  daughter  of  W. 
A.  Engelke,  a  prosperous  farmer  living 
near  Sidney.  The  union  has  been  blessed 
with  three  children:  Eldwin,  Erskine  and 
Mary  Mitchell. 


Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  democrat,  and  as  such 
has  figured,  and  is  now  figuring,  promi- 
nently in  the  high  circles  of  that  party.  He 
received  the  nomination  for  supreme  judge 
at  the  hands  of  the  state  convention  held 
in  Des  Moines  in  1894,  and  was  defeated  by 
Judge  Deemer,  the  state  that  year  giving 
the  republican  ticket  an  overwhelming 
plurality.  He  takes  great  interest  in  the 
party  success,  and  is  a  familiar  figure  in 
congressional,  state  and  national  conven- 
tions. He  is  pronounced  in  his  commenda- 
tion of  the  course  of  Grover  Cleveland, 
especially  on  the  currency  question.  He 
was  chosen  a  delegate  at  large  from  Iowa, 
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to  the  national  convention  of  national 
democrats  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Septem- 
ber 2  and  3,  1896,  which  placed  the  Palmer 
and  Buckner  ticket  in  the  field,  and  during 
that  campaign  stumped  the  state  against 
Bryan  and  his  platform.  His  first  political 
speech  was  made  for  General  Hancock, 
during  the  campaign  of  1880,  and  every 
democratic  candidate  since  that  time  has 
received  his  support  except  Bryan,  whose 
free  silver  ideas  and  the  Chicago  platform 
he  could  not  endorse.  He  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  church  when  15  years  old, 
and  is  still  a  member  of  that  church.  He 
is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  of 
his  home  town,  in  which  he  takes  great 
pride  and  interest,  and  all  benevolent 
causes  receive  liberal  contributions  at  his 
hand.  He  has  a  beautiful  home  on  the 
best  street  in  Sidney,  where  he  is  sur- 
rounded by  his  family  and  his  books,  and 
with  these  he  is  indeed  one  of  the  happiest 
of  men. 


HALL,  Lincoln  Grant,  of  Coggon,  is 
of  Scotch  descent  and  is  a  distant  relative 
of  ex-President  Harrison.  His  father, 
William  Hall,  is  a  prosperous  farmer,  who 
moved  to  Iowa  in  1869,  from  near  Lima, 
Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  located  in  Linn 
county.  William  Hall  enlisted  as  a  soldier 
in  the  civil  war  and  was  second  lieutenant 
of  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty - 
first  Ohio  volunteers.  William  HalFs 
father,  Jacob  R.  Hall,  served  as  a  private 
in  the  war  of  1812,  under  General  Harrison, 
who  was  his  cousin.  Jacob  R.  Hall  was  a 
'^Campbellite  "  minister,  a  merchant  and 
a  farmer  in  Allen  county,  Ohio. 

L.  G.  Hall's  mother  was  Mary  E.  Man- 
ner, and  she  was  a  cousin  of  Col.  A.  V. 
Rice,  of  Ottawa,  Ohio.  In  her  youth  she 
attended  a  school  taught  by  Samuel  J. 
Kirkwood,  war  governor  of  Iowa,  in  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio.  On  October  15,  1863, 
Lincoln  G.  Hall  was  bom.  He  went  to 
the  country  school  in  Jackson  township, 
Linn  county,  known  as  the  Old  South 
Prairie  school,  and  taught  by  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Blodgette,  at  present  well  known  as 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Woman's  Re- 
lief corps.  In  1881  and  1882  he  attended 
the  Marion  high  school  and  in  1883  and 
1884,  Coe  college  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
then  went  to  Chicago  and  took  a  course  in 
the  Chicago  College  of  Pharmacy.  In 
March,  1885,  he  entered  the  employ  of  J. 
H.  Davis,  of  Paris,  Iowa,  who  was  in  the 
general  merchandise  business.  Here  he  re- 


mained for  over  two  years  and  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  thorough  training  in  practical 
and  successful  business.  In  October,  1887, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr,  A.  S. 
Cunningham  in  the  drug  business  at  Nu- 
gent's  Grove,  which  is  now  known  as  Cog- 
gon. In  1888  Mr.  Hall's  father  purchased 
the  doctor's  interest  in  the  business,  which 
was  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  L. 
G.  Hall  <fe  Co.  for  one  year,  when  he  became 
sole  proprietor. 

On  November  23,  1887,  Mr.  Hall  was 
married  to  Inez  E.  Fleming.  They  have 
two  daughters.  Hazel  W.  and  Muriel  M. 
Mr.  Hall  and  his  wife  joined  the  Jackson 


Congregational  church  in  1890  and  in  1897 
transferred  their  membership  to  the  Zion 
IPresbyterian  church  at  Coggon. 

As  an  active  republican  Mr.  Hall's 
efftcient  services  in  the  cause  have  been 
recognized  by  his  selection  as  chairman  of 
the  township  central  committee  for  three 
years.  He  has  also  been  for  several  years 
a  member  of  the  county  central  commit- 
tee. For  three  years,  from  1892  to  1895 
he  was  a  member  of  the  council  of  Coggon. 

He  was  made  a  member  of  Level  Lodge 
No.  284,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  at  Central  City,  in 
1885,  exalted  to  Royal  Arch  degree  in 
Marion  Chapter  No.  10,  Marion,  in  1891; 
dubbed  sir  knight  of  Apollo  Commandery, 
Knights  Templars  No.  26,  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
in  1891,  and  was  made  a  noble  of  theMystic 
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Shrine  in  El  Kahir  Temple  A.  A.  O.  N.  M. 
8.,  at  Cedar  Rapids, in  1891.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  D.  Hedges  Camp  No.  68,  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, at  Central  City,  for  three  years,  from 
1885  to  1888;  was  captain  of  the  company 
during  his  connection  with  the  order,  and 
for  faithful  service  was  presented  with  an 
elegant  sword  by  the  members  of  above 
named  camp.  Served  one  year  as  aid-de- 
camp on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Walter  S.  Payne. 


COLE,  RossetterGleason,  director  of 
the  musical  department  at  Iowa  college, 
Grinnell,  and  vice-president  of  the  National 


Association  of  Music  Teachers,  is  among 
the  best  teachers  and  composers  of  music 
in  the  west,  and  has  spared  no  effort  or 
expense  to  perfect  himself  in  the  art.  His 
father,  Henry  Walcott  Cole,  also  a  musi- 
cian, was  born  July  7,  1820,  in  Sherburne, 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  son  of 
Amos  Cole  (1759-1852),  a  farmer;  a  grand- 
son of  Thomas  Cole  (1735-1827);  great 
grandson  of  John  Cole,  Jr.,  born  in  1705, 
who  married  a  sister  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin; and  great-great-grandson  of  John 
Cole,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1670.  The  family  is  noted  for  its  longevity. 
Thomas  died  at  the  age  of  92,  and  his  wife 
a  few  weeks  later,  aged  90,  they  having 
been  married  over  seventy  years.     Amos 


lived  one  year  longer  than  his  father, 
dying  at  the  extreme  age  of  93.  In  1850 
Henry  W.  Cole  came  to  Ohio,  settling  at 
Iberia,  Morrow  county,  where  he  owned  a 
large  warehouse,  and  for  several  years 
taught  theoretical' and  instrumental  music 
in  Iberia  college.  He  located  on  a  farm  in 
Oakland  county,  Mich.,  in  1863,  where  he 
died  April  6,  1872.  He  was  a  man  of  high 
culture,  and  contributed  extensively  to  the 
county  and  state  press,  and  was  a  vigorous 
opponent  of  slavery.  In  1850  he  married 
Mary  Charlotte  Osgood  Gleason,  who  was 
born  September  26,  1826,  in  Georgetown, 
Madison  county,  N.  Y.  Shewas  a  daughter 
of  Rossetter  Gleason,  a  teacher  and  one  of 
the  early  prominent  educators  of  Madison 
county.  He  was  an  able  mathematician, 
and  served  for  many  years  as  county  sur- 
veyor. Her  mother,  Mary  Whitney  Locke, 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Ix)cke,the 
English  philosopher,  and  two  sisters  of 
her  mother  *s  father  married  Gen.  Israel 
Putnam  and  Eli  Whitney,  inventor  of  the 
cotton  gin. 

Prof.  Rossetter  G.  Cole  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1866,  at  Clyde,  Oakland  county, 
Mich.,  and  was  the  youngest  of  six  chil- 
dren. He  was  only  6  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  two  years  later  his  mother 
moved  from  the  farm  to  Ann  Arbor,  de- 
termined to  give  her  children  the  best 
educational  advantages,  in  spite  of  limited 
means.  By  courage,  thrift  and  energy, 
she  succeeded  in  putting  all  her  children 
through  the  high  school  and  her  four  sons 
through  the  university.  Rossetter  did 
not  attend  school  until  he  was  9  years  old, 
receiving  his  earliest  instruction  from  his 
mother,  whose  skillful  supervision  laid 
the  foundation  for  his  good  habits  of  study. 
He  graduated  from  the  Latin  course  of  the 
Ann  Arbor  high  school  in  1884,  and  in  the 
following  fall  entered  the  University  of 
Michigan,  graduating  in  1888  with  the  de- 
gree of  bachelor  of  philosophy.  While  in 
college,  he  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of 
the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  fraternity. 

From  his  earliest  years  Professor  Cole 
had  a  great  love  for  music.  He  grew  up 
in  an  atmosphere  of  it,  for  his  brothers 
and  sisters  all  played  and  sang  well.  He 
learned  these  things  himself  very  young, 
and  at  the  age  of  6  composed  several  in- 
strumental pieces.  A  fragment  of  one, 
**A  Storm  at  Sea, "  still  exists.  Nothing 
was  done,  however,  to  develop  this  creative 
instinct  until  during  his  high  school  course, 
when  he  took  lessons  in  harmony  under 
Francis  L.  York,   and  in  1884  began  the 
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study  of  the  pipe  organ  with  the  same 
g^entieman.  While  attending  the  uni- 
versity he  helped  organize,  and  was  for 
four  years  director  of,  the  university  glee 
club,  which  gained  a  splendid  reputation 
throughout  the  west  and  northwest. 

While  taking  all  the  required  work  for 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  philosophy,  he 
laid  a  broad  foundation  for  his  studies  in 
the  different  branches  of  theoretical  music 
and  composition  by  electing  all  the  courses 
offered  under  Prof.  Calvin  B.  Cady,  then 

Srofessor  of  music  in  the  university, 
'or  his  graduating  thesis  he  composed  a 
logical  cantata,  "The  Passing  of  Sum- 
mer," which  was  given  the  honor  of  a 
public  performance  on  the  evening  before 
commencement,  with  full  orchestra,  solos 
and  a  large  chorus,  the  first  instance  of 
the  kind  in  the  university's  history. 

The  year  after  graduating  Professor 
Cole  taught  branches  of  English  in  the 
Ann  Arbor  high  school,  and  in  1889  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  instructor  in  Latin 
and  German  in  the  Aurora,  Illinois,  high 
school.  In  1890  he  went  to  Berlin,  where 
for  two  years  he  studied  music  under  such 
masters  as  Heinrich  van  Eycken,  Gustav 
Kogel  and  Wilhelm  Middelschulte,  now  of 
Chicago.  At  the  suggestion  of  van  Eycken 
he  took  the  examination  for  admission  to 
the  Royal  Master  School  of  Composition, 
the  highest  school  of  its  kind  in  Germany, 
and  a  part  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Arts. 
Though  the  number  of  students  at  any  one 
time  is  limited  to  twenty-four,  he  gained 
entrance  over  many  competitors,  being  the 
sixth  American  ever  admitted.  The  schol- 
arship thus  won  entitled  him  to  three 
years  of  free  instruction  under  the  great- 
est masters,  but  at  the  end  of  his  second 
year  in  Berlin  under  Max  Bruch,  he  had 
to  return  home  on  account  of  short  funds. 
He  obtained  the  position  of  musical  director 
at  Ripon  college,  in  Wisconsin,  where  he 
remained  two  years,  in  1894  accepting  his 
present  position.  He  has  done  much  to 
build  up  the  department  of  music  at  Iowa 
college  and  it  now  includes  six  teachers 
and  about  130  students.  In  addition,  he 
has  organized  and  conducted  a  college  glee 
club  of  eighteen  voices  and  an  orchestra 
of  thirty  pieces.  These  organizations  have 
won  much  applause  in  their  annual  tours. 
In  1894  Professor  Cole  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Manuscript  society, 
an  organization  of  composers,  aiming 
toward  the  advancement  of  American 
music,  in  whose  public  concerts  his  com- 


positions are  frequently  heard.  For  two 
years  he  has  been  honorary  corresponding 
secretary  from  Iowa.  At  the  St.  Louis 
meeting  of  the  music  teachers*  national 
association,  in  July,  1895,  he  read  a  paper 
on  **  The  Relation  of  Music  to  Education, '' 
and  at  the  New  York  meeting  in  June, 
1897,  a  paper  of  his  was  read  on  **The 
Best  College  Treatment  of  Harmony."  He 
was  chosen  vice-president  of  the  associa- 
tion for  Iowa  in  February,  1897.  He  has 
contributed  to  various  periodicals,  and  his 
many  musical  compositions  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  leading  publishers  In  1893  he 
was  commissioned  by  Mr.  William  L.  Tom- 
lins  to  write  five  children 's  songs  for  the 
Worlds'  fair  children's  chorus  of  1,200 
voices.  In  December,  1897,  he  was  elected 
to  active  membership  in  the  Manuscript 
society  of  Chicago. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  his  published 
works  up  to  January  1,  1898: 

Persian  Serenade  (Brainards'  Sons),  1888. 

Two  Novellettes  for  piano,  in  6  flat  and  A  minor. 
Opus  1  (Clayton  F.  Summy),  1895. 

Four  Songs:  **  Is  Mv  Lover  on  the  Sea,"  **  Love 
is  a  Bird,"  *'  Outre  Mer,"  and  "  The  Wreath  You 
Wove."    Opus  2  (Clayton  F.  Summy),  1895. 

Polly,  My  Sweetheart  (Clayton  F.  Summy),  1895. 

Three  compositions  for  piano:  Preludium.  Inter- 
mezzoand  Meaitation.  Opus  3  (Arthur  P.Sohmidt), 
1895. 

Marche  Celeste  for  Org^an.  Opus  6,  in  Volume 
IV  of  "  Vox  Orgrani"  (J.  B.  Millet  Co.),  1896. 

Barcarolle  for  Piano.  Opus  4  (Pianist  Pub. 
Co.),  1897. 

Adante  Reliffioso  for  Or^an.  Op.  10  (Pianist 
Pub.  Co.),  1897. 

Eight  Children's  Songs.  Op.  7  (Novello,  Ewer 
&  Co.),  1897. 

Four  Songs:  "Longinff,"  **  Auf  Wiedersehen,'* 
**A  Kiss  and  a  Tear,"  and  '*  When  Love  is  in  her 
Eyes."    Op.  12  (Ditson  Co.),  1897. 

Saviour,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  Us,  for  con- 
tralto (Ditson  Co.),  1897. 

Among  his  larger  unpublished  works 
are  a  sonata  for  piano  and  violin,  which 
has  been  performed  several  times  in  New 
York  city,  Chicago  and  Detroit,  a  romanza 
for  violin,  a  passacaglia  for  two  pianos, 
festival  march  for  two  pianos,  a  suite  for 
orchestra,  besides  many  compositions  for 
piano,  voice  and  organ. 

The  professor  was  married  August  6, 
1896,  at  Ann  Arbor,  to  Miss  Fannie  Louise 
Gwinner,  who  had  been  associated  with 
him  in  musical  work  in  Ripon  college  and 
later  in  Iowa  college.  She  is  a  gifted 
musician,  and  has  gained  much  praise  as 
the  translator  of  Marx's  **  Introduction  to 
the  Interpretation  of  Beethoven. " 
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FORSYTH,  Robert.  The  story  of  the 
life  of  Robert  Forsyth,  of  Mystic,  reads 
like  a  novel.  He  was  born  in  the  far-away 
land  of  Scotland,  town  of  Kilmarnock, 
June  2,  1832.  His  father  was  a  hand  loom 
weaver,  a  poor  man,  and  the  father  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  Robert  was  the  youngest. 
His  parents  la|ier  removed  to  Dundee,  For- 
farshire, on  the  river  Tay,  at  that  time  a 
town  of  considerable  importance,  and  to- 
day the  second  manufacturing  city  in  Scot- 
land. Despite  poverty,  however,  he  was 
given  a  good  common  school  education, 
and  at  the  age  of  14  was  placed  with  Dr. 
John  Gray,  a  surgeon  of  some  note,  who 


had  quite  an  active  practice  and  was  con- 
ducting a  drug  store,  where  he  clerked  and 
studied  medicine  for  three  years.  His 
salary  was  thirty-seven  and  one-half  cents 
per  week  and  two  hours  per  night  five 
nights  in  the  week  for  three  years  at  night 
school.  Although  the  hours  were  long 
and  the  pay  meager,  he  had  a  kind  em- 
ployer and  careful  teacher,  to  whose  train- 
ing he  now  looks  back  with  thankfulness. 
But  the  young  man  became  dissatisfied 
with  his  lot,  and  determined  to  follow  the 
sea.  He  was  opposed  in  this  by  his  par- 
ents and  his  preceptor,  but  their  expostu- 
lations were  of  no  avail,  and  to  sea  he  went. 
He  was  shortly  thereafter  convinced  that 
he  had  made  a  mistake;  for  the  opportunity 


to  get  ahead  in  a  financial  way  was  not 
presented,  and  while  he  regained  his 
health  and  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  all 
parts  of  the  world,  he  found  himself  as  poor 
at  the  end  of  eight  years  as  he  was  at  the 
beginning. 

He  was  married  in  Dundee,  August  16, 
1857,  and  at  that  time  concluded  to  quit 
the  sea  and  make  a  home  in  America.  He 
left  his  wife  with  her  parents,  and  without 
a  cent  in  his  pocket,  shipped  on  board  a 
vessel  bound  for  Quebec,  coal  laden.  The 
ship  was  six  weeks  in  making  the  passage, 
but  finally  reached  the  dock  in  Quebec, 
Canada,  and  the  following  day  Mr.  Forsyth 
made  his  way  to  Montreal,  where  he  joined 
the  crew  of  the  old  propeller,  St.  Lawrence, 
and  remained  with  her  till  the  lakes  froze 
up.  The  boat  was  taken  out  of  commission 
at  Kingston,  and  there  he  remained  all 
winter,  and  the  next  spring  shipped  aboard 
a  small  vessel,  where  he  remained  until 
June,  1858,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Rock 
Island,  111.  He  expected  to  find  here  a 
land  of  milk  and  honey,  but  at  that  time 
the  country  afforded  nothing  but  discour- 
agement to  persons  without  any  means 
whatever.  The  land  was  all  right,  but  the 
milk  and  honey  were  hard  to  get.  It  was 
two  years  before  he  could  send  enough 
money  to  procure  passage  for  his  wife  to 
this  country.  Before  her  arrival  he  found 
work  in  a  coal  mine,  and  was  thus  engaged 
for  about  eight  years.  When  he  had  saved 
a  little  money  at  this  work  he  was  per- 
suaded to  invest  it  in  a  mining  property, 
and  through  the  perfidy  of  his  partners 
came  out  of  the  transaction  penniless.  He 
managed  some  way  to  get  to  What  Cheer, 
and  for  a  few  years  it  was  the  same  old 
struggle  with  poverty.  But  he  was 
destined  to  have  a  streak  of  good  luck;  he 
purchased  coal  lands  there,  mostly  on  time, 
and  when  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  railroad  reached  the  town  he  im- 
mediately leased  his  land  to  a  coal  com- 
pany and  sold  part  at  a  handsome  figure. 
He  wisely  concluded  to  get  into  the  drug 
business,  and  not  take  more  chances  in 
speculation,  so  bought  one-half  inter- 
est in  one  of  the  leading  drug  stores  in 
What  Cheer,  and  placed  his  eldest  son  to 
learn  the  business,  and  later  started  two 
others  in  the  same  business  in  the  towns 
of  Mystic  and  Jerome. 

He  is  a  Mason,  Odd  Fellow  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  the 
father  of  nine  children,  five  boys  and  four 
girls,  all  living  and  seven  owning  homes 
of  their  own.     The  children  are:  James 
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Craig,  Donald  William  and  David  Butter, 
bom  in  Mercer  county.  111. ;  Isabella  J.  and 
Robert  J.,  bom  in  Poweshiek  county, 
Iowa;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  in  Mahaska 
county,  Iowa;  Jessie  Elizabeth  and  Dougald 
Richardson,  born  in  Keokuk  county,  Iowa. 
He  is  a  republican,  and  regards  his  political 
belief  as  next  to  his  religious  faith.  He 
has  instilled  into  his  boys  the  doctrines  of 
the  party  which,  he  believes,  represents 
progress  and  prosperity,  and  as  a  very 
natural  consequence  they  are  all  repub- 
licans of  the  staunchest  sort. 


STRAHAN,  James  Miller,  a  well- 
known  banker  of  Malvern,  was  born 
in  Putnam  county,  Ind.,  November  17, 
1829.  His  father,  James  Strahan,  and  his 
mother,  Elizabeth  Ramsey  Strahan,  were 
of  Scotch- Irish  descent.  They  started  in 
life  with  little  besides  industry  for  capital, 
working  at  farming.  The  father  died 
when  James  was  a  small  boy.  In  August, 
1836,  the  family  moved  to  Henderson 
county.  111.,  where  James  worked  on  a 
farm  and  at  any  kind  of  labor  at  which  he 
could  help  to  make  a  living.  When  the 
great  gold  discoveries  were  made  in  Cali- 
fornia in  1848,  young  Strahan  at  once  set 
to  work  to  raise  the  means  to  try  his  fortune 
at  gold  mining.  In  the  spring  of  1850  he 
found  a  chance  to  make  the  long,  slow, 
overland  journey  to  the  gold  regions.  He 
followed  mining  for  three  years  and  accu- 
mulated enough  of  the  metal  to  return  to 
Illinois  and  buy«a  drove  of  cattle,  which  he 
drove  across  the  plains  and  mountain 
ranges  to  the  Sacramento  valley,  arriving 
there  in  1854.  In  the  spring  of  1855  he  re- 
turned to  the  states,  stopping  for  a  time 
in  Marion  county,  Iowa.  In  the  winter  he 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Henderson 
county,  111.,  and  January  3,  1856,  was 
united  in  'marriage  to  Miss  Frances  C. 
Davis.  They  settled  in  Marion  county  on 
a  farm,  where  they  remained  many  years. 
Mr.  Strahan  was  a  successful  farmer,  buy- 
ing, feeding  and  selling  stock.  In  1870 
they  moved  to  Mills  county,  near  Malvern, 
where  Mr.  Strahan,  in  company  with  John 
Evans,  bought  large  tracts  of  land,  im- 
proving and  selling  farms,  and  dealing  in 
and  feeding  cattle  and  other  stock.  In 
1873  Mr.  Strahan,  with  others,  laid  out 
that  part  of  Malvern  known  as  Strahan 's 
addition.  In  1875  he  was  one  of  the  men 
who  established  the  First  National  bank 
of  Malvern,  of  which  he  was  elected  presi- 


dent, and  still  holds  that  position.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  private  banking  house 
of  Strahan  &  Christy  in  the  same  town. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  First  National 
bank  of  Wayne,  Neb.  In  1879  he  narrowly 
escaped  death  in  a  terrible  railroad  acci- 
dent. He  was  shipping,  with  others, 
eighteen  cars  of  stock  to  St.  Louis,  and 
with  six  other  men  was  in  the  caboose  as 
the  train  was  crossing  the  Missouri  river 
on  the  high  bridge  at  St.  Charles.  Hearing 
a  frightful  noise,  Mr.  Strahan  sprang  to 
the  door  and  saw  that  a  span  of  300  feet  of 
the  great  bridge  had  fallen,  as  the  engine 
and  one  car  had  gone  over.  With  great 
presence  of  mind  he  jumped  for  the  ties 
when  the  car  was  within  twenty  feet  of  the 


terrible  abyss.  An  instant  later  the  car 
went  down  carrying  his  six  companions 
into  the  river.  But* one  of  them  escaped 
instant  death. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Strahan,  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  oldest  son,  Frank,  is  vice-president  of 
the  First  National  bank  of  Wayne,  Neb., 
and  the  other,  Otis,  is  assistant  cashier  of 
the  First  National  bank  of  Malvern.  August 
30,  1885,  Mrs.  Strahan,  who  had  been  in 
poor  health  for  several  years,  died.  In 
1889  Mr.  Strahan  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Wheeler  Gailford.  Both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Malvern. 
Mr.  Strahan 's  daughters,  Lucia,  Ella  and 
Rossetta,  are  married  and  settled  at  Wayne, 
Neb. 
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GARFIELD,  George  Selwyn,  a  prom- 
inent lawyer  of  northwestern  Iowa,  lives 
at  Humboldt,  where  he  located  in  Septem- 
ber, 1880,  with  seven  books,  $15  worth  oi 
furniture,  and  no  money.  Mr.  Garfield 
was  the  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Gar- 
field, who  was,  in  early  manhood,  a  schools 
teacher  in  New  England,  and  afterward  a 
lawyer  in  Kane  county,  111.,  where  George 
was  born  June  11,  1856.  His  parents  were 
natives  of  Vermont,  and  returned  there  in 
the  infancy  of  their  child.  His  boyhood 
was  spent  in  Windsor  county,  Vt.,  and 
Sullivan  county,  N.  H.,  until  he  was  20 
years  old.     Both  father  and  mother  were 


of  Puritan  New  England  lineage,  tracing 
back  to  the  English  emigrants  who  landed 
at  Plymouth  about  1640.  Mr.  Garfield's 
father  was  a  veteran  in  the  Mexican  war 
and  also  served  in  the  Eighth  Illinois 
cavalry  in  the  civil  war.  He  was  one  of 
the  California  ** forty-niners,''  and  spent 
several  years  in  the  gold  mines  in  that 
state,  although  he  never  accumulated 
much  of  the  precious  metal.  Until  he  was 
15  years  of  age,  the  only  school  that  George 
S.  Garfield  attended  was  the  rural  district 
school,  and  that  for  only  about  three 
months  in  the  year.  Having  lost  both 
his  parents  before  he  was  sixteen,  he 
struggled  along,  working  on  farms  in  the 
summer  and  occasionally  teaching  a  dis- 


trict school  in  the  winter,  until  he  was  20 
years  old.  His  meager  earnings  mean- 
while were  spent  pursuing  a  course  of 
study  in  the  State  Normal  school  at  Ran- 
dolph, Vt.,  where  he  graduated.  In  1876 
Mr.  Garfield  came  to  Winneshiek  county, 
Iowa;  stopped  with  relatives  and  spent 
two  years  teaching  school,  and  reading 
law  during  vacations  and  winter  evenings. 
For  one  year  he  was  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic school  at  Concord,  Pa.  Afterwards  ho 
returned  to  Iowa  and  entered  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  State  university,  graduat- 
ing with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1880. 
With  a  class-mate,  Charles  A.  Edwards, 
also  a  New  Englander,  and  a  young  man 
of  unusual  talent,  he  located  at  Humboldt 
for  the  practice  of  law.  Failing  health 
compelled  Mr.  Edwards  to  retire  to  his 
former  home  in  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
soon  after  died.  Mr  Garfield  continued 
the  business,  and  with  steady  application 
to  the  study  of  his  profession,  combined 
with  the  sacred  regard  for  his  promises 
and  his  business  standing,  he  has  built  up 
an  excellent  practice  and  established  him- 
self firmly  with  the  people  of  the  county. 
There  is  no  man  in  that  vicinity  who  en- 
joys a  higher  reputation  for  truth  and 
veracity  and  courageous  devotion  to 
principle  than  does  Mr.  Garfield.  He  has 
made  honesty  pay.  He  has  been  steadily 
allied  with  the  republican  party,  although 
seeking  no  political  prominence  or  pref- 
erence, except  in  1894,  when  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  district  judge.  He  has  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession  rather  than  the  political  field, 
and  has  no  taste  or  tact  for  prevailing  po- 
litical methods  or  the  workings  of  any 
machine.  He  has  now  served  his  eighth 
year  as  president  of  the  school  board  of 
Humboldt,  during  which  time  he  was  active 
in  the  movement  for  a  new  schoolhouse, 
and  served  upon  the  committee  to  select 
plans  and  build  the  edifice,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  in  that  part  of  the  state.  He  has 
no  membership  in  any  secret  society.  Mr. 
Garfield  is  an  active  member  of  the  Unitar- 
ian church  and  served  for  ten  years  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Unity  church  in  Humboldt, 
which  is  one  of  the  strongest  societies  in 
the  state.  He  has  written  a  history  of  that 
church  for  the  State  Historical  society,  and 
it  is  on  file  in  the  historical  department  in 
the  state  house.  In  1891  he  was  president 
of  the  Iowa  association  of  Unitarian  and 
other  independent  churches. 

Mr.  Garfield  was  married  July  1,  1884, 
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to  Mary  E.  White,  a  daughter  of  Green- 
lief  B.  White,  the  leading  merchant  of 
Humboldt.  Two  sons,  Clement  White  Gar- 
field, born  March  18,  1891,  and  Theodore 
Greenlief  Garfield,  bom  November  12, 
1894,  have  come  to  them.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Garfield  have  marked  literary  ability 
and  have  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  liter- 
ary clubs  in  this  little  ''Athens  of  Iowa," 
as  it  is  often  called. 


DAYTON,  Hon.  Henry,  senior  partner 
of  the  law  firm  of  Dayton  &  Dayton, 
Waukon,  Iowa,  was  born  September  30, 
1836,  on  his  father's  farm  in  Saratoga 
county,  N.  Y.,  near  Hadley  postofiice.  His 

Earents  were  Telem  and  Lucinda  (Fletcher) 
^ayton.  His  ancestry  is  clearly  English. 
In  English  history  the  name  is  preserved 
by  the  **  Mannor  of  Deighton,''  as  early  as 
A.  D.  1273.  The  Deightons  or  Dightons, 
came  to  America  about  1639.  The  spelling 
of  the  name,  as  at  present,  is  a  product  of 
early  days,  as  in  very  early  history  the  *  *gh ' ' 
is  dropped  and  later  the  present  spelling 
seems  to  have  been  adopted  generally. 
**Deighton  Kirk*'  is  one  of  the  oldest 
church  buildings  in  England.  The  an- 
cestral name  graces  such  positions  in  En- 
gland as  lieutenant-general  of  India;  bur- 
gess of  Hertfordshire;  keeper  of  the  great 
seal  of  England,  and  many  other  prominent 
positions.  David  Dayton,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a  son  of  Henry  Dayton, 
of  Long  Island,  where  he  was  born  March 

9,  1766.  During  his  early  manhood  he 
moved  to  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  near 
Hadley  postoffice,  where  he  established  a 
home,  and  married  Cloe  Skiff  December 
29,  1789.  They  had  bom  to  them  on  this 
farm,  eleven  children,  of  which  Telem,  the 
father  of  Henry,  was  the  fifth,  and  was 
born  August  21,  1797.  Telem  lived  on  the 
old  homestead  till  he  was  50  years  of  age, 
and  then  moved  two  miles  farther  up  the 
Hudson  river  and  continued  farming.  He 
married  Lucinda  Fletcher,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Sarah  (Piper)  Fletcher,  January 

10,  1821.  She  was  born  in  Alstead,  N.  H., 
March  13,  1794.  The  Fletcher  family  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  America,  and  came  to 
Concord,  Mass.,  in  1630,  where  Peter  died  in 
1677,  being  a  very  wealthy  and  influential 
man.  Telem  was  a  democrat,  and  most  of 
the  family  continued  in  that  political  faith. 
Henry  Dayton  received  his  first  schooling 
in  his  native  country.  When  19  years  of 
age  he  entered  Fort  Edward  (N.  Y.)  Col- 
legiate   institute,    and    continued    till    a 

34 


scientific  course  was  completed.  Six 
months  at  the  New  York  Conference  semi- 
nary, soon  after,  completed  his  schooling. 
He  taught  his  first  school  at  Creek  Center, 
N.  Y.,  when  20  years  old.  He  came  to 
Allamakee  county  in  1857,  and  taught 
school  at  Hardin  that  winter.  In  the 
spring  he  went  to  Batesville,  Ark.,  and 
read  law  for  three  years  with  Byres  & 
Company.  Returned  to  Iowa  in  1861  and 
read  law  with  W.  V.  Burdick,  at  Decorah, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  Howard 
county  the  same  November.  For  eight 
years  Mr.  Dayton  taught  school  at  Hardin, 
Lansing  and  Decorah,  and  acted  as  deputy 


surveyor  to  H.   O.   Dayton,   surveyor  of 
Allamakee  county. 

The  present  firm  of  Dayton  &  Dayton 
was  formed  in  1873,  in  Waukon,  of  which 
John  F.  Dayton  was  junior  member.  Mr. 
Dayton  was  married  at  Waukon,  Iowa, 
May  26,  1874,  to  Mary  M.  Wilcox,  daughter 
of  Cortes  and  Rebecca  (Palmer)  Wilcox. 
The  children  born  to  this  union  are,  Harry 
Lewis,  born  January  15,  1875,  and  Ruby 
Laura,  born  February  11,  1878.  Harry  is 
practicing  law,  and  Ruby  is  attending 
school  at  Mt.  Vernon.  Mr.  Dayton  is  a 
democrat  and  has  been  greatly  honored 
politically  by  his  party.  He  was  two  years 
county  surveyor;  for  eight  years  the  board 
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of  supervisors  appointed  him  as  its  at- 
torney. When  the  office  was  made  elective 
he  was  elected  county  attorney,  and  held 
the  office  for  six  years.  He  was  elected  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  Fourteenth 
and  Fifteenth  General  Assemblies,  and  no 
one  in  those  two  bodies  did  more  honest 
and  conscientious  work. 


DAYTON,  John  Franklin,  was  born 
at  Hadley,  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
10th  day  of  January,  1849.  His  parents 
were  Dr.  Simon  N.  and  Lydia  (Houghton) 
Dayton.     His  ancestors  were  of  old  New 


England  stock,  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
Dayton  family  being  given  in  the  biography 
of  Henry  Dayton,  in  this  work. 

Nathaniel  Houghton,  one  of  his  great- 
grandfathers on  the  maternal  side,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  removing  to 
Vermont,  became  a  captain  in  the  con- 
tinental service,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
victorious  army  of  General  Gates.  William 
Mitchell,  his  other  maternal  grandfather, 
was  an  officer  in  the  invading  array  of 
Burgoyne,  and  taken  captive  in  the  sur- 
render at  Saratoga;  taught  school  in  the 
vicinity,  married,  and  became  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Dayton  removed  to 
Saratoga  Springs  in  1850,  where  his  father 


was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
until  1858,  when  the  family  removed  to 
Rockford,  111.  Mr.  Dayton  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Rockford,  graduating 
therefrom  in  1867,  and  taught  school  while 
preparing  for  college.  He  attended  Beloit 
college  for  two  years,  and  in  1871  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  offices  of  Messrs. 
Brown  &  Taylor,  of  Rockford.  In  1873 
he  came  to  WaukoD,  Iowa,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice,  and  formed  with  Henry 
Dayton  the  firm  of  Dayton  &  Dayton, 
which  has  since  been  continued. 

October  13,  1875,  he  married  Miss  Laura 
Hewitt,  of  Rockford,  111. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  elected  as  the  first 
mayor  of  Waukon,  Iowa,  upon  its  incor- 
poration, and  served  three  terms  in  that 
capacity.  He  was  the  representative  of 
Allamakee  county  in  the  Twenty-second, 
Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fourth  General 
Assemblies,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
legislation  of  the  Twenty-second  with 
reference  to  corporate  control.  He  was 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  upon  rail- 
roads and  commerce  in  the  Twenty-third 
General  Assembly,  and  the  nominee  of  the 
democratic  party  for  the  speakership  of 
the  Twenty-fourth.  He  was  also  the  candi- 
date of  the  democratic  party  for  the  office 
of  district  judge  of  the  Thirteenth  judicial 
district,  in  the  election  of  1894,  but  was  de- 
feated by  the  great  republican  vote  of  that 
year.  In  L897  his  name  was  presented  to 
the  democratic  state  convention  by  the 
delegates  of  the  Fourth  congressional 
district,  as  their  choice  for  the  nomination 
for  governor,  and  he  received  a  large  vote 
in  the  convention. 

In  addition  to  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession,  Mr.  Dayton  carries  on  one  of 
the  largest  nurseries  and  fruit  farms  in 
the  northwest;  he  is  particularly  interested 
in  the  growth  of  small  fruits,  which  are 
shipped  to  many  distant  points  in  Iowa, 
Minnesota  and  Dakota.  He  keeps  con- 
stantly in  his  employ  a  large  force  of  as- 
sistants, and  in  the  time  of  berry-picking 
a  small  army  of  pickers  is  marshaled, 
making  the  enterprise  of  great  value  to  the 
community.  Mr.  Dayton  makes  a  special 
study  of  new  varieties  of  fruits,  and  ex- 
periments largely  with  all  recent  intro- 
ductions, with  the  purpose  to  select  those 
kinds  which  are  particularly  valuable  for 
cultivation  in  Iowa  and  in  the  northwest, 
and  deals  largely  in  the  plants  and  trees 
which  he  finds  adapted  to  our  trying 
climate.  This  experiment  station  is  en- 
tirely his  private  enterprise,  and  is  con- 
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ducted  without  state  or  government  aid, 
and  promises  to  be  of  great  advantage  to 
the  citizens  of  the  community. 


MAXWELL  Dr.  Thomas  Jefferson, 
professor  of  surgery  and  surgical  clinics 
in  the  Keokuk  Medical  college,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  practitioners  and  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  New  Athens, 
Harrison  county,  Ohio,  March  6,  1837,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  the  spring 
of  1844.  His  father,  John  Maxwell,  was  a 
native  of  West  Virginia,  and  came  to  Ohio 
in  1804,  where  he  was  married  to  Jane 
Orr,  daughter  of  Robert  Orr,  who  came  to 
America  in  1795  from  County  Tyrone,  Ire- 
land. John  Maxwell  was  a  wheelwright, 
and  in  1842  sought  a  home  still  farther 
toward  the  frontier.  He  visited  the  terri- 
tory of  Iowa,  and  was  present  at  Agency 
City  when  the  treaty  was  concluded  with 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes  for  the  purchase  of  the 
western  part  of  the  territory.  Black 
Hawk's  two  sons,  and  Chief  Keokuk,  with 
2,900  Indians,  were  present.  The  terri- 
tory pleased  Mr.  Maxwell  so  much  that  he 
made  immediate  arrangements  to  move 
thither,  and  on  the  last  day  of  April,  1844, 
with  his  wife,  five  daughters  and  one  son, 
Thomas  J.,  traveled  by  water  to  Burling- 
ton, where  they  landed  May  14th,  and  pro- 
ceeded across  the  prairie  by  team  to  Craw- 
fordsville,  Washington  county,  then  a  vil- 
lage of  six  houses.  The  country  was  then  in 
all  its  virgin  beauty,  and  herds  of  deer  were 
seen  feeding  on  the  prairie  along  the  way. 
The  boy  of  the  family  had  two  or  three 
terms  of  school  in  a  log  schoolhouse  in 
Ohio,  and  afterwards  in  the  district  school 
in  Iowa,  and  at  the  age  of  17  he  attended 
an  academy  in  Crawfordsville.  After- 
wards he  taught  school  and  found  it  an 
even  better  discipline,  out  of  which  he 
learned  more  than  he  did  when  he  went  to 
school  himself.  He  was  not  without  expe- 
rience on  the  farm,  and  his  first  earnings 
were  from  working  twelve  to  fourteen 
hours  a  day  dropping  corn  at  25  cents  a 
day.  For  a  time  he  clerked  in  a  general 
merchandise  store  in  Crawfordsville,  where 
hogs  and  produce  were  bartered  for  goods, 
the  hogs  being  sold  by  the  farmers  at $1.50 
per  cwt.,  and  paid  for  in  wildcat  money 
that  was  gotten  rid  of  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  the  spring  of  1858  young  Maxwell  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  D. 
Miles.  He  entered  the  medical  department 
of  the  State  university,  then  located  in 
Keokuk,  and  took  two  courses  of  sixteen 


weeks  each,  graduating  February  22, 1861. 
Nearly  all  of  his  class  of  thirty -two  at 
once  went  into  the  army, being  about  equally 
divided  between  the  north  and  the  south. 
Dr.  Maxwell  was  commissioned  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry,  Jan- 
uary 7,  1863,  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Vicksburg,  where  he  was  in 
charge  of  a  general  hospital  for  cavalry  in 
that  vicinity,  having  at  one  time  369 
patients  under  his  care.  The  regiment 
having  been  divided,  (part  under  Col.  H.  C. 
Colwell,  part  under  Colonel  Bussey),  was 
reunited  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  was  in 
the    campaign    around    Memphis,   Tenn., 


and  Louisville,  Ky.,  from  there  to  East- 
port,  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Selma, 
Ala.,  having  several  engagements  with 
Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest.  Dr.  Maxwell  was 
left  in  care  of  the  wounded  of  both  union 
and  confederates,  quite  a  number  having 
been  captured  at  Planter's  Station.  Gen. 
N.  B.  Forrest,  after  having  been  driven 
from  Selma,  came  to  the  hospital  and  took 
possession.  Dr.  Maxwell  was  therefore  a 
prisoner  for  a  few  hours  in  the  hands  of  that 
noted  rebel  general.  He  took  part  in  the 
assault  and  capture  of  Columbus,  Ga., 
April  16,  1865.  Surgeon  Maxwell  was 
transferred  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
eighth  United  States  Colored  troops,  as 
surgeon,  at  Atlanta  and  was  mustered  out 
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January  7,  1866.  He  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Washington,  Iowa,  but 
he  removed  that  summer  to  Olena,  Hender- 
son county,  111.,  where  he  practiced  until 
1878.  He  removed  with  his  family  to  Keo- 
kuk in  the  spring  of  1882,  and  three  years 
later  was  elected  to  a  position  in  the  fac- 
ulty in  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  In  the  spring  of  1890  he  and 
other  members  of  the  faculty  of  that  col- 
lege organized  the  Keokuk  Medical  col- 
lege, in  which  he  occupied  the  chair  of 
surgery  and  surgical  clinics.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  numerous  medical  societies  in  Iowa 
and  Illinois,  and  in  the  nation,  and  is  an 
elder  in  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 
Dr.  Maxwell  has  always  been  a  repub- 
lican, and  is  a  member  of  the  6.  A.  R., 
and  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  He 
was  married  in  Crawfordsville,  Iowa,  Octo- 
ber 30,  1866,  to  Elizabeth  S.  Riley,  a  native 
of  Richmond,  Jefferson  county,  Ohio.  They 
have  been  blessed  with  six  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living:  Ralph  S.,  born 
August  16,  1867,  died  April  16,  1868;  Nel- 
lie G.,  born  May  18,  1869,  died  August  16, 
1872;  John  R.,  born  July  16,  1871,  now  a 
practicing  physician  in  Keokuk;  Mabel 
Clare,  born  September  9, 1873,  died  in  New 
Mexico  September  13,  1893;  Maud  B.,  born 
December  22,  1876;  and  Helen  J.,  born 
September  27,  1879. 


Mcdonald,  William  Joseph,  prin- 
cipal of  the  Minden  schools,  is,  as  his 
name  might  lead  one  to  suspect,  of  pure 
Irish  descent.  His  father,  who  is  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Buchanan  county,  came 
from  Ireland  in  his  early  youth  to  Boston, 
Mass.,  where  he  obtained  an  education  at 
night  school,  while  working  hard  during 
the  day  to  make  a  living.  Unlike  many 
young  men  he  saved  his  wages,  and  in  1860 
came  to  Iowa  and  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Buchanan  county.  By  hard  work 
and  saving  habits  he  has  now  become  the 
owner  of  a  fine  and  well  improved  farm, 
and  is  regarded  as  a  successful  and  sub- 
stantial farmer.  He  was  married  in  Chi- 
cago to  Mary  McCarthy,  also  of  Irish 
parentage. 

William  was  born  on  his  father's  farm 
near  the  village  of  Brandon,  Buchanan 
county,  November  26,  1871.  His  early 
education  was  rather  limited;  as,  after 
reaching  the  age  of  10  years,  tie  was,  like 
too  many  other  farmer  boys,  compelled  to 
remain  out  of  school  to  work  on  the  farm. 
He  seemed  to  take  little  interest  in  secur- 


ing an  education  until  about  the  age  of  18; 
after  this  he  became  interested  in  securing 
an  education  and  made  very  rapid  progress. 
After  receiving  his  diploma  in  the  common 
schools  in  1891,  he  entered  Tilford  academy 
at  Vinton,  Iowa,  with  a  firm  resolve  to 
complete  the  three  years'  course,  but  with 
less  than  $50  in  money  with  which  to 
do  it.  By  teaching  two  terms  and  keeping 
up  the  regular  school  work  at  the  same 
time,  selling  books  through  vacation  and 
doing  any  work  that  would  bring  in  a  few 
dollars,  he  managed  to  complete  his  course 
in  the  academy  in  1894  and  came  out  free 
of  debt.     During  his  course  Mr.  McDonald 


was  an  active  member  of  the  Philologion 
literary  society  and  one  of  the  strongest 
debaters  in  the  school.  Before  graduating 
in  1894  he  was  elected  assistant  principal 
of  the  high  school  at  Dysart,  and  served 
there  one  year  very  satisfactorily,  being 
unanimously  re-elected,  at  an  advance  in 
salary,  for  another  year.  But  he  received 
a  better  offer  and  went  to  Minden  to  take 
charge  of  the  schools  there,  where  he  has 
given  satisfaction  to  pupils  and  patrons, 
and  been  re-elected.  For  the  past  two 
years  his  spare  moments  have  been  de- 
voted to  the  study  of  law,  which  he  in- 
tends to  take  up  as  a  life  work.  Although 
Mr.  McDonald  has  taken  no  active  part 
as  yet  in  politics,  he  is  a  democrat.     He 
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is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  is 
unmarried. 

Mr.  McDonald  has  served  several  years 
in  the  Iowa  National  Guard,  having  been 
a  member  of  Company  G,  located  at  Vinton. 


RYAN,  Hon.  David,  of  Des  Moines, 
served  three  terms  as  district  judge  in  the 
Sixth  judicial  district.  His  father,  Lewis 
S.  Byan,  who  died  in  Jasper  county  in 
1860,  was  early  in  his  life  connected  with 
a  line  of  steamers  on  the  Hudson  river, 
plying  between  New  York  and  Troy. 
** Bound  out''  when  but  a  boy,  he  was 
compelled  to  work  without  remuneration 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  but 
from  such  an  unpromising  beginning  in 
life  we  soon  find  him  an  indispensable  em- 
ploye of  a  rich  navigation  company  on  a 
good  salary,  and,  later,  the  proprietor  of  a 
prosperous  business  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  His  inclinations  were  toward  farm 
life,  however,  and  he  soon  quit  the  city  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  the  neighborhood 
where  he  had  been  born  and  raised.  A 
pleasing  part  of  his  history  is  that  the  old 
people  to  whom  he  had  been  ** bound'* 
spent  their  last  days  with  him,  for  they 
were  much  attached  to  him,  as  was  he  to 
them.  He  was  married  twice.  The  first 
wife  bore  him  one  son,  and  the  second, 
seven  sons  and  four  daughters.  Judge 
Ryan  was  bom  of  the  second  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Barbara  McKeachie,  in 
Hebron,  N.  Y.,  on  March  15,  1840.  His 
parents  moved  to  Iowa  in  1857,  and  located 
on  a  farm  in  Jasper  county.  In  early  life 
they  united  with  the  Presbyterian  church, 
in  which  faith  they  lived  and  died.  The 
judge's  early  education  was  obtained  in 
the  district  school.  Like  most  country 
boys  he  was  compelled  to  assist  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm  during  the  summer,  and 
obtained  his  schooling  during  the  winter 
months.  During  1857,  the  farm,  together 
with  the  work  incident  to  ** settling," 
required  the  united  efforts  of  the  family, 
and  not  much  time  was  allowed  for  study, 
but  the  following  year  he  was  placed  in  the 
Wettenburgh  Manual  Labor  college,  of 
Jasper  county,  an  institution  which  long 
ago  passed  out  of  existence.  In  1859  he 
entered  as  a  freshman  in  Central  University 
of  Iowa,  where  he  continued  his  studies 
till  the  war  broke  out,  when  he  enlisted. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  and 
graduated  in  1866.  He  then  entered  the 
Iowa  Law  school,  from  which  he  also 
graduated  with  degree,  and  immediately 


entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession,  and  was  exactly  twenty  years 
so  engaged  when  he  was  elected  judge  of 
the  Sixth  judicial  district  of  Iowa.  Mr. 
Ryan  was  married  on  July  23, 1869,  to  Miss 
H.  M.  Hurd,  of  Hebron,  N.  Y.  They  had 
been  schoolmates  together  before  he  left 
for  the  west.  To  them  were  bom  three 
children,  all  of  whom  were  educated  at  the 
Agricultural  college  at  Ames,  and  the  Iowa 
State  university.  The  two  sons,  John  B. 
and  William  L.,  graduated  from  the  law 
department  of  the  last  named  institution, 
with  the  class  of  '96,  and  on  July  1st  of 
that  year  formed  a  co-partnership  with 


Judge  Wm.  Phillips,  and  entered  on  the 
practice  of  law  at  Des  Moines,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Phillips,  Ryan  &  Ryan.  The 
judge  himself  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm 
under  the  same  firm  name.  On  June  30, 
1896,  the  only  daughter,  Edith  B.,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Prof.  E.  E.  Faville, 
a  former  student  of  the  Agricultural  col- 
lege at  Ames,  but  now  located  in  Nova 
Scotia,  where  he  has  charge  of  the  agricul- 
tural department  of  a  college.  Judge  Ryan 
has  a  brilliant  war  record.  He  enlisted  at 
Knoxville,  Iowa,  in  a  company  then  being 
raised,  which  became  Company  E  of  the 
Eighth  regiment,  Iowa  infantry.  On  or- 
ganization of  the  regiment  he  was  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant,  and  a  further 
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promotion  was  declined  at  the  request  of 
the  men  of  his  company  that  he  remain 
with  them.  He  served  with  his  command 
in  every  engagement  until  1865.  At 
Shiloh  his  regiment  held  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  **  Hornets'  Nest ''  until  late  in 
the  day,  when  they  were  taken  prisoners. 
He  was  confined  in  the  prisons  of  Mont- 
gomery and  Macon  and  was  given  his 
share  of  the  hospitalities  accorded  to 
northern  soldiers  by  the  management  of 
Libby  prison.  But  at  last  an  exchange 
was  effected  and  the  regiment  was  again 
reorganized,  and  soon  thereafter  was  sent 
to  take  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He 
served  with  his  regiment  in  the  capacity  of 
captain,  having  received  promotion,  until 
September,  1864,  when,  by  special  order, 
he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Second  regiment  of  enrolled  militia  of 
Tennessee,  in  which  he  took  rank  as 
colonel.  He  served  as  colonel  of  this 
regiment  until  May  15,  1865,  when,  having 
been  mustered  out  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  Jasper  county.  In 
the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eleventh  General  Assembly, 
and  represented  his  county  in  that  body. 


TYNER  George  W.,  late  of  Salem, 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Henry 
county,  and  a  successful  farmer  and  busi- 
ness man,  holding  the  responsible  position 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1896,  of  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Salem.  He  was  a 
native  of  Indiana,  where  his  parents  were 
among  the  early  pioneers.  His  father, 
Elijah  Tyner,  was  born  March  21,  1799,  on 
Little  river,  Abbey  ville  district,  S.  C,  and 
was  the  second  son  of  Rev.  William  Tyner, 
a  Baptist  minister,  who  removed  with  his 
family  to  Kentucky  in  1803,  and  three  years 
later  to  the  territory  of  Indiana,  locating 
near  where  Brookville  has  since  been 
built.  He  removed  later  to  Decatur  county, 
where  he  died.  Elijah  Tyoer  took  a  claim 
in  Hancock  county,  Ind.,at  a  time  when 
the  only  roads  were  Indian  trails, although 
he  was  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  from  Indianapolis.  Here  he  kept  a 
small  stock  of  merchandise  in  a  log  cabin, 
and  was  a  merchant  all  his  life,  a  large 
part  of  which  was  spent  on  his  original 
claim.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  a 
man  of  wealth,  owning  over  1,000  acres  of 
land  in  central  Indiana,  all  in  one  piece. 
He  was  married  three  times,  and  George 
W.  was  the  oldest  of  the  third  wife's  seven 
children. 


G.  W.  Tyner  was  born  December  3,  1832, 
in  Hancock  county,  Ind. ,  near  Morristown. 
Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  at  the  age 
of  22  came  to  McDonough  county,  III., 
where  he  commenced  farming  and  stock 
raising.  The  next  year  he  removed  to 
Iowa,  and  was  married  October  17,  1855,  to 
Mary  Frances  Bartlett,  with  whom  he  had 
become  acquainted  in  Illinois.  They  set- 
tled immediately  upon  the  farm  in  Henry 
county,  which  was  their  home  for  nearly 
forty  years.  After  the  death  of  his  wife, 
in  1892,  Mr.  Tyner  no  longer  cared  to  re- 
main on  the  farm,  and  therefore  moved  to 
town  and  made  his  home  with  his  sons  in 


Salem.  Eight  children  were  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tyner;  William  and  John,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Elijah,  who  resides  on 
the  old  homestead;  Sarah  C,  wife  of  Dr. 
A.  J.  Rogers,  of  Hillsboro,  Iowa;  Melvin, 
a  lawyer,  at  Pasadena,  Cal. ;  Oliver,  assist- 
ant cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Salem;  James, 
a  clothier  of  that  city;  and  Elbert,  a  farmer 
living  near  there. 

Politically,  Mr.  Tyner  was  a  republican, 
but  was  never  an  office  seeker,  having  held 
only  local  offices.  His  interests  were 
rather  in  his  home  and  business  than  in 
quest  of  public  honors.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Hillsboro 
and  Salem  District  Fair  association,  which 
owed  much  of  its  success  to  his  tireless 
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efforts.  During  the  winter  of  1895,  a  few 
months  before  his  death,  he  united  with 
the  Congregational  church  of  Salem. 

Mr.  Tyner's  death  occurred  August  19, 
1896,  after  a  tedious  illness  which  he  had 
endured  with  great  patience.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  it  was  said  of  him:  ^'He  was  a 
man  whom  we  all  loved  and  admired.  In 
his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  he  was 
honest,  and  strived  tokeep  the  golden  rule; 
as  a  neighbor,  none  could  excel  him;  as  a 
business  man,  he  was  a  skillful  manager, 
shrewd  investor  and  a  splendid  financier. 
As  a  citizen,  he  was  modest  and  retiring, 
leading  a  life  of  the  utmost  simplicity,  ab- 
horring anything  affected.  His  greatest 
pleasures  in  life  were  to  do  acts  of  kind- 
ness for  his  family  ' ' 


FELLOWS,  Homer  Harrison,  of 
Wesley,  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Bonar  &  Fellows,  of  Wesley  and  Algona, 
is  one  of  the  self-made  men  who  have  had 
so  large  an  influence  in  the  making  of 
Iowa  a  proud  and  substantial  common- 
wealth. He  was  born  April  27,  1864,  in  a 
log  cabin  on  the  bank  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  in  Van  Buren  county.  His  father, 
W.  M.  V.  B.  Fellows,  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  farmers  of  the  county. 
His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Matilda  A. 
Peterson.  His  father's  family  comprised 
eleven  children,  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  living,  honorable,  industrious 
and  successful  in  their  various  vocations. 
Mr.  Fellows'  ancestry  in  America  dates 
back  to  the  days  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers, 
the  first,  William  Fellows,  coming  from 
England  soon  after  the  landingof  the  May- 
flower. In  the  line  of  ancestry  have  been 
many  men  of  eminence,  intellectual,  highly 
moral  and  patriotic  citizens. 

Mr.  Fellows'  early  school  days  were 
spent  in  the  district  schools  of  Van  Buren 
county.  He  attended  the  Keosauqua  high 
school  and  longed  for  a  college  education. 
But  his  father  denied  financial  aid,  prefer- 
ring to  have  his  boys  remain  on  the  farm, 
for  which  work  he  considered  a  higher 
education  unnecessary.  When  he  was  19 
years  of  age,  the  ambitious  boy  took  the 
ordering  of  his  life  into  his  own  hands  and 
left  home  with  the  determination  to  have  a 
college  education.  He  began  teaching  in 
Mt.  Zion,  as  principal  of  the  school,  at  $40 
per  month,  and  in  1884  was  able  to  enter 
the  preparatory  department  of  Iowa  Wes- 
leyan  university  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  By  his 
own  efforts  entirely,   earning  money  by 


teaching  and  by  working  on  a  farm  in 
summer,  he  graduated  in  1890  with  the  de- 
gree of  A.  B.,  and  taking  first  rank  in  his 
class.  The  next  year  he  became  superin- 
tendent of  Sac  City  schools,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  He  then  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  State  university, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1894  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B. ,  receiving  from  his  alma 
mater  the  same  year  the  degree  of  A.  M. 
In  the  fall  of  1894  the  partnership  of  Bonar 
&  Fellows  was  formed.  Jesse  L.  Bonar 
was  born  in  1865  at  Moundsville,  Va.,  and 
was  reared  on  a  farm  near  Creston.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  the  collegiate  department 


of  the  State  university  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.,  and  was  a  classmate  of  Mr.  Fellows 
in  his  law  course.  Their  first  location  was 
at  Algona  in  January,  1895.  Soon  after 
they  established  an  office  in  Wesley,  which 
is  managed  by  Mr.  Fellows,  while  Mr. 
Bonar  has  charge  of  the  Algona  office. 
They  have  been  highly  successful  in  busi- 
ness, their  practice  constantly  growing 
and  their  reputation  as  a  firm  well  and 
favorably  established.  In  school  both 
were  members  of  McClain's  Chapter  of 
Phi  Delta  Phi,  legal  fraternity,  and  took 
high  rank  in  their  class.  Mr.  Fellows  is  a 
republican  and  was  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  county  attorney  in  1897,  and  Mr. 
Bonar    is  a    democrat,   chairman  of    the 
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democratic  county  committee  of  Kossuth 
county,  which  party  he  led  to  victory  that 
fall.  Mr.  Fellows  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 


DEUR,  Clement  Henry,  of  Missouri 
Valley,  has  lived  in  Iowa  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  and  is  now  a  leading  lumber  mer- 
chant and  grain  dealer  of  Harrison  county. 
His  father,  Joseph  Deur,  was  born  in 
France  February  22,  1830.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  an  old  French  family,  his 
people  coming  from  the  vicinity  of  the  fort 
of  Belfort,  near  the  Swiss  frontier.     His 


father  died  when  young  Joseph  was  less 
than  a  year  old,  and  his  mother  ten  years 
later.  At  this  early  age  he  had  to  begin 
earning  his  living.  He  secured  work  in  a 
screw  factory  in  the  village  of  Moulvilliard, 
and  by  the  time  he  was  20  he  bad  saved 
enough,  through  strict  economy,  to  bring 
him  to  America.  He  located  at  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  in  1850,  with  only  $7  in  cash,  but  he 
had  plenty  of  courage  and  ambition,  and 
soon  made  his  way.  He  was  married  in 
1855  to  Janette  Mohatt,  a  native  of  New 
York,  but  of  French  parentage.  In  1860 
they  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Pottawattamie  county,  which  was  their 
home  for  twenty-five  years.     In  1885  they 


retired  from  the  farm  and  moved  to  Mis- 
souri Valley,  where  they  still  reside. 
Joseph  Deur  served  during  the  civil  war 
as  a  private  in  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  in- 
fantry. 

C.  H.  Deur  was  bom  October  18,  1856, 
in  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  but  when  he 
was  4  years  old  removed  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents,  coming  by  way  of  St.  Louis  and 
Omaha  on  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
rivers,  the  home  they  selected  in  Potta- 
wattamie county  being  200  miles  from  a 
railroad.  The  rudiments  of  his  education 
were  obtained  by  attendance  at  a  little  log 
schoolhouse  five  months  in  the  year.  He 
afterwards  attended  the  Missouri  Valley 
high  school  one  term.  He  received  much 
practical  discipline  on  the  farm,  for  he 
was  trained  to  hard  work  at  an  early  age, 
often  hiring  out  to  neighbors  at  50  cents  a 
day.  In  the  spring  of  1877,  shortly  before 
he  became  of  age,  his  father  secured  him 
a  position  with  L.  M.  Kellogg  &  Company, 
of  Missouri  Valley,  dealers  in  lumber,  coal, 
grain  and  lime.  He  began  at  a  salary  of 
$15  a  month  and  board,  which,  within  two 
years,  was  increased  to  $30.  On  May  1, 
1880,  his  employer,  Mr.  Kellogg,  gave  him 
a  half  interest  in  the  firm's  business,  and 
they  have  been  associated  together  ever 
since.  Mr.  Deur  now  has  principal  charge 
of  the  business,  and  his  excellent  manage- 
ment is  rewarded  by  a  liberal  patronage. 
In  addition  to  his  lumber  and  grain  busi- 
ness, he  is  interested  in  several  other  enter- 
prises. He  is  a  director  of  the  First  Na- 
tional bank;  secretary  and  principal  stock- 
holder of  the  electric  light  company;  a 
shareholder  in  the  Missouri  Valley  Land 
company.  He  is  an  extensive  owner  of 
real  estate,  and  is  interested  in  fruit  grow- 
ing, having  recently  set  out  over  forty 
acres  of  apple  trees  on  one  of  his  several 
farms.  He  is  public  spirited,  and  always 
loyal  to  his  home  town.  He  has  belonged 
to  the  volunteer  fire  department  of  the  city 
since  1879. 

Mr.  Deur  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
democratic  party  until  the  campaign  of 
1896,  when  he  left  its  ranks  on  account  of 
the  silver  platform  adopted,  and  voted  for 
William  McKinley  for  president.  He  has 
not  been  an  office  seeker,  but  served  four 
years  on  the  city  council,  and  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  state  convention  at  Des  Moines 
in  1896.  He  belongs  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
church. 

Mr.  Deur  was  married  January  21, 1885, 
to  Miss  Fannie  Kellogg,  a  daughter  of  his 
partner.     Four  children  have  been  born  to 
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them:  Lorenzo  Joseph,  born  December  22, 
1886;  Joanna  Janette,  born  April  13,  1891; 
Mary  Josephine,  born  December  6,  1893, 
and  Clementine,  born  March  10, 1896.  All 
are  living  except  Joanna,  who  died  August 
17,  1893. 


READ,  William  Lewis,  is  one  of  the 
superior  attorneys  of  the  particularly 
strong  Polk  county  bar.  He  was  born  in 
Harrison  county,  Ohio,  May  15,  1851.  His 
father,  Ambrose  Read,  was  a  farmer  all 
his  life,  first  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  bom 
February  22,  1822,  and  afterwards  in  Iowa, 
where  he  died  in  the  city  of  Des  Moines  in 
1884.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1861, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  Scott  county.  There 
he  resided  until  1867,  when  he  moved  to 
Polk  county,  near  Altoona,  where  he  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  after  life,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  a  man  of 
thought,  who  looked  into  all  questions  for 
himself  and  in  his  own  way.  He  may  not 
have  always  been  right,  but  he  was  al- 
ways honest.  In  fact  his  moral  faculties 
were  highly  developed,  and  dominated  all 
his  actions  and  mental  processes.  In  re- 
ligion, as  in  everything,  he  was  fearless, 
and  as  a  result  clashe^d  with  the  conven- 
tional dogmas  and  creeds  of  his  day, 
especially  in  the  strict  construction  placed 
upon  them  in  those  early  iron-clad  days  of 
orthodoxy.  He  was  a.  liberal  thinker,  and 
therefore  may  be  classed  as  a  liberalist  in 
religion.  He  was  a  writer  as  well  as  a 
thinker,  and  very  frequently  gave  to  the 
public  his  thoughts  in  newspaper  articles. 
Politically  he  was  a  republican,  and  during 
the  days  of  slavery  and  nullification,  and 
finally  rebellion,  he  was  deeply  imbued 
with  the  belief  of  the  righteousness  of  the 
doctrines  of  his  party,  upon  the  great  ques- 
tions of  freedom  and  national  imity .  When, 
however,  these  subjects  were  settled,  his 
liberal  disposition  asserted  itself,  and  led 
him  into  the  Greeley  movement.  From 
that  time  forward  he  was  a  liberalist  in 
politics,  adhering  to  Peter  Cooper  and 
other  great  liberal  leaders. 

W.  L.,  as  he  is  known  in  Des  Moines,  in- 
herited his  liberality,  his  keen  sense  of 
honor  and  strong  mental  faculties.  From 
his  mother,  however,  his  inheritance  was 
just  as  rich.  Mary  Ann  Lewis  represented, 
in  both  name  and  blood,  the  two  notable 
families  of  Virginia,  Morgan  and  Lewis,  so 
well  known  in  colonial  days.     These  two 


families  were  very  famous  as  rugged  pio- 
neers, patriots  and  Indian  fighters. 

Mr.  Read  attended  the  village  school  at 
Hopedale,  Ohio,  till  he  was  10  years  old, 
came  to  Scott  county,  Iowa,  in  1861,  and 
went  to  country  school,  winter  terms  only, 
till  1867,  when  he  came  to  Polk  county, 
and  during  the  years  of  1867-68,  attended 
high  school  in  East  Des  Moines.  During 
the  years  1868-69-70  he  attended  school  at 
Atalissa,  Muscatine  county,  living  with  his 
uncle,  during  that  time.  In  1870-71  he 
attended  high  school  at  Davenport.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time  he  earned  his  ex- 
penses by  work  upon  the  farm,  and  by 


teaching.  Inl873  he  entered  the  academ- 
ical department  of  the  State  university, 
changed  to  the'law  department  in  1874,  and 
graduated  from  that  department  in  1875. 
He  then  located  in  Des  Moines.  An  enviable 
success  has  'ct^owned  his  efforts.  He  has 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  courts, 
and  of  the  attorneys.  In  worldly  goods  he 
is  well  situated,  with  a  lucrative  practice, 
and  ability  for  many  years  of  hard  work 
as  a  future  endowment.  He  has  for  many 
years  acted  with  the  democratic  party,  and 
many  times  has  had  to  decline  the  honor 
of  nomination  for  office  which  the  party 
would  force  upon  him.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Unitarian  church,  and  the  Masonic, 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Elks  organizations. 
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As  a  man  he  is  courteous,  popular  and  at 
all  times  a  gentleman.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Juliet  E.  McMurray,  of  Des  Moines, 
in  1882.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Ralph  L.,  16  years  old,  and  Helen, 
14  years  old.  In  polished  manners,  gentle- 
manly conduct  and  the  natural  gift  of  mak- 
ing the  world  seem  bright  to  those  around 
him,  W.  L.  Read  has  no  superior  in  the 
city  of  Des  Moines. 


SCHMIDT,  Harry.  Among  all  the  arts 
none  have  advanced  more  during  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  than  that  of  photog- 
raphy.    So  perfect  is  the  work  of  to-day. 


so  highly  proficient  must  be  the  operator, 
that  the  photographer  who  is  behind  the 
times  stands  no  show  whatever  in  competi- 
tion with  the  man  who  is  up  to  date.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  the  last  named 
class.  He  began  at  the  bottom  and  through 
close  study  of  the  best  authorities  pos- 
sessed himself  of  a  perfect  theoretical 
knowledge  of  his  art.  To  this  was  added 
the  knowledge  which  comes  of  years  of 
actual  experience  in  the  operating  room, 
and  the  result  is  that  he  stands  at  the  very 
head  of  the  list  of  Iowa's  noted  artists. 

Harry  Schmidt  was  born  April  24,  1865, 
in  the  city  of  New  York.     Here  he  attended 


private  German  schools  and  later  the  pub- 
lic schools.  At  the  age  of  14  he  entered  a 
photograph  gallery  on  the  munificent 
salary  of  one  dollar  per  week,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years,  then  started  west 
in  search  of  more  remunerative  work.  Ar- 
riving in  Council  Bluffs  on  March  10,  1883, 
he  visited  the  different  art  studios  in  search 
of  employment,  but  met  with  severe  disap- 
pointment. Not  wholly  discouraged,  he 
started  in  business  for  himself,  on  a  small 
scale,  of  course,  for  his  means  were  very 
limited.  The  people  of  that  city  were  not 
slow  to  appreciate  his  work,  however,  and 
the  business  continued  to  prosper  until 
now  he  has  secured  the  reward  which  his 
conscientious  efforts  and  close  application 
to  business  deserve. 

He  is  the  son  of  Daniel  Schmidt,  who 
came  to  America  when  a  boy,  and  earned 
name  and  fortune  as  a  lar^e  contractor. 
He  owns  real  estate  interests*  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  from  the  incomie  of  which  he 
was  enabled  to  retire  and  five  comfortably 
in  his  remaining  days.  He  is  a  native  of 
Germany,  as  was  his  Wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Anna  Mari^  Saltsman. 

Harry  Schmidt  wa9  married  in  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa,  November  30,  1895,  to  Miss 
Lillian  M.  Shepardi  eldest  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  S.  S.  Shdpard,  of  the  same  city. 
They  have  one  child:  Helen  Marie  Schmidt 


BRUNSON,  AsAHEL  A.,  of  the  firm 
of  Hoxie  &  Brunson,  real  estate  and  collec- 
tion agents,  of  Algona,  is  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, having  been  bom  at  North  Hero, 
Grand  Isle  county,  May  29,  1839.  His 
father,  Lewiis  Brunson,  was  of  Scotch 
descent  and  his  mother,  Ruth  Hazen,  came 
of  Irish  ancestry,  so  that,  in  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  the  sturdy  characteristics  of 
the  Scotch-Irish  combination  are  well  ex- 
emplified. 

Brought  up  on  a  farm,  there  were 
implanted  the  habits  of  industry,  which 
have  served  him  well  throughout  a  busy 
and  successful  life.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  civil  war,  he  was  just  in  the  prime  of  a 
vigorous,  young  manhood,  and  promptly 
answered  his  country's  call  by  enlisting 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
New  York  infantry,  at  Lawrenceville,  St. 
Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  in  August,  1862. 
It  is  difficult  for  those  of  a  later  generation 
to  realize  that  the  great  armies  that  fought 
the  terrible  battles  of  that  epoch-making 
war  were  composed  of  just  such  young 
men — boys  from  18  to  25;  from  the  farms. 
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from  the  workshops,  from  the  schools  and 
colleges  they  came;  young,  strong,  cour- 
i^eous,  bringing  the  most  precious  posses- 
sion on  earth,  life  itself,  to  lay  upon  the  altar 
of  their  country. 

This  young  man,  just  turned  23  years  of 
age,  faced  death  upon  eleven  hard-fought 
fields;  those  of  Martinsburg,  North  Anna 
River,  South  Anna  River,  Manassas  Gap, 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburgh, 
Manopia  Junction,  and  Winchester,  besides 
participating  in  many  skirmishes.  He 
served  in  the  ranks,  and  as  orderly  sergeant 
until  July  1,  1864,  at  Cold  Harbor,  when  he 
was  appointed  first  lieutenant,  and  took 
command  of  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  New  York.  His  military  career 
ended  in  February,  1865,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  wounds  received 
in  action,  September  19, 1864,  at  the  battle 
of  Winchester.  He  at  once  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  first  in  Clayton  county. 

The  following  year,  January  13, 1866,  he 
was  imited  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eudora 
Benjamin,  and  to  them  two  children  have 
been  born,  Willis  J.  and  Glenford  A.  Brun- 
son.  Both  are  living  and  both  are  married. 

In  1870  they  removed  to  Kossuth  county, 
where  they  have  since  made  their  home. 
The  first  two  years  he  lived,  as  did  many  of 
the  pioneers  of  our  beautiful  prairie  state, 
in  a  sod  house,  teaching  school  winters  and 
improving  his  homestead  summers.  In  1874 
he  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  county 
schools,  which  office  he  held  for  four  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as 
superintendent,  he  was  appointed  mail 
agent  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  railroad,  in  which  place  he  remained 
until  1882,  when  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  T.  L.  Crose,  to  engage  in  the  grocery 
business.  In  1888  Mr.  Brunson  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  district  court,  serving  two 
terms. 

In  1892  he  entered  upon  the  real  estate 
business,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged. 

Mr.  Brunson  is  a  republican  in  politics, 
a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  James  C.  Taylor 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  the  Modern  Wood- 
men camp  of  Algona. 


THOMAS,  Zadok  Willis,  a  well-known 
lawyer  and  real  estate  man  of  Fort  Dodge, 
is  the  son  of  Quaker  parents,  and  inherits 
from  them  many  of  the  staunch  qualities 
that  go  to  the  making  of  a  successful  and 
honorable  career.  He  was  born  in  Colum- 
biana county,  Ohio,  May  18, 1856,  the  native 


state  also  of  his  father  and  mother  and 
grandparents,  the  latter  having  been  pio- 
neer settlers.  His  ancestors  were  of  Eng- 
lish and  Welsh  extraction,  and  several 
generations  preceded  him  in  America.  Mr. 
Thomas  came  with  his  parents  to  Oska- 
loosa  in  the  spring  of  1865.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Oska- 
loosa,  and  in  a  four-years'  course  at  Penn 
college.  Following  his  college  course 
came  a  period  of  work  as  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Mahaska  county  for  four  years. 
He  had'  early  chosen  for  his  life-work  the 
profession  of  law,  and  as  a  first  step  to 
real  estate  business  and  probate  law,  he 


studied  abstracting  in  the  office  of  Capt.  C. 
P.  Searle  for  one  year.  This  was  followed 
by  a  year's  work  in  the  law  office  of 
Maj.  John  F.  Lacey,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1883  Mr.  Thomas  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  university.  He  was 
graduated  from  this  school  in  the  spring  of 
1884.  Fort  Dodge  was  chosen  by  him  as  a 
location  for  business,  and  a  home,  and 
here  he  began,  in  the  fall  of  1884,  his  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  business  man,  engaging 
in  his  chosen  work  of  real  estate,  abstract, 
loan  and  law  business. 

Mr.  Thomas  has  well  earned  his  reputa- 
tion, among  the  citizens  of  Fort  Dodge,  as 
a  man  of  ability  and  possessed  of  all  the 
good  qualities  that  give  a  man  Recognition 
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among  his  fellows.  In  politics  Mr.  Thomas 
is  a  republican.  His  aspirations  for  official 
positions  have  not  been  great,  believing  as 
he  does  that  the  basis  of  true  political  worth 
should  first  be  proved  by  one's  works  and 
worth  as  a  resident  citizen  before  aspiring 
to  places  of  trust  and  power.  Deeply  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  young  men  who 
have,  like  himself,  their  own  fortunes  to 
make,  his  advice  is  to  lay  good  foundations 
and  then,  take  advantage  of  every  oppor- 
tunity that  presents  itself. 

Although  a  Quaker  by  birth,  Mr.  Thomas 
is  a  Methodist  by  adoption. 

He  was  married  in  1885  to  Miss  Alice 
Busby,  a  teacher  of  marked  ability,  and 
daughter  of  a  prominent  farmer  in  Ma- 
haska county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  have 
three  children :  Dana  Ernest,  born  August 
5,  1886;  Lauren  Hubert,  bom  July  24, 
1891,  and  Mildred  Irene,  born  April  10, 1898. 


VALENTINE,  William,  was  born  May 
6,  1843,  at  West  Point,  Tippecanoe  county, 
Ind.  His  father,  J.  W.  Valentine,  was  a 
farmer  in  easy  circumstances,  who  was 
bom  in  1804  at  Scotch  Plains,  N.  J.  He 
moved  to  Ohio  when  it  was  a  very  new 
country,  where,  on  the  29th  of  February, 
1829,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Kinkennon.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
James  Kinkennon,  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
and  a  man  of  fine  intellectual  powers,  hav- 
ing also  an  extensive  knowledge  of  both 
law  and  medicine.  J.  W.  Valentine  and 
his  family  moved  to  Tippecanoe  county, 
Ind.,  in  1836,  where  they  lived  until  Sep- 
tember, 1856,  when  Mr.  Valentine  died. 
Here  the  son,  William,  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  his  father's  farm,  acquiring  such 
education  only  as  the  public  schools 
afforded.  In  April,  1863,  he  came  to  Iowa, 
stopping  with  his  brother  who  was  keep- 
ing a  hotel  at  Fontanelle,  Adair  county. 
At  this  time  Adair  county  was  very  sparsely 
settled,  most  of  the  country  being  a  vast 
stretch  of  wild  prairie,  upon  which  game 
was  plentiful.  He  began  farming  in  1864, 
his  sister  keeping  house  for  him.  The 
next  spring  he  purchased  a  four-mule  team 
and  ran  a  freight  wagon  between  Omaha 
and  Denver.  The  business  was  attended 
with  danger  from  Indians,  who  sometimes 
swooped  down  on  the  trains,  killing  the 
drivers  and  running  off  the  stock  and  other 
property.  It  was  no  uncommon  sight  to 
find  dead  bodies  of  Indians  along  the  route 
where  they  had  been  killed  by  the  freighters 
in  defense  of  their  lives  and  property.    He 


afterwards  lived  on  a  farm  until  1874, 
when  he  moved  into  Atlantic,  Cass  county, 
Iowa.  In  1876  he  moved  to  Casey,  Guthrie 
county,  and  there  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  In  1883  he  took  in  a  nephew  as 
partner  and  they  opened  a  hardware  and 
agricultural  implement  establishment  in 
connection  with  the  lumber  business.  In 
1895  they  built  a  fine  brick  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  their  rapidly  growing 
business,  making  one  of  the  best  establish- 
ments in  western  Iowa.  In  1897  they 
purchased  an  implement  house  in  Adair, 
Adair  county,  and  are  carrying  on  both 
establishments. 


November  17,  1866,  Mr.  Valentine  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Naomi  I. 
Taylor,  daughter  of  Judge  N.  S.  Taylor, 
of  Fontanelle.  Eight  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Margaret  N.,  born  Septem- 
ber 3,  1867;  Hettie  R.,  born  May  30,  1870, 
died  October  16,  1879;  Mabel  G.,  bom  Sep- 
tember 10,  1872;  John  W.,  bom  July  23, 
1875;  Bffie  M.,  born  December  14,  1877; 
Irene  A.,  born  June  7,  1880;  Lucile  E., 
bom  January  25,  1883,  and  Ethel  C. ,  bom 
September  6,  1885.  Mr.  Valentine  is  not 
a  member  of  any  church,  but  with  his 
family  attends  the  Presbyterian.  He  is  a 
republican,  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  Blue  Lodge,  Casey  Chapter,  at 
Fontanelle. 
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SBBVERS,  George  W.,  of  Oskaloosa, 
general  counsel  of  the  Iowa  Central  Rail- 
way company,  came  to  Iowa  when  a  boy, 
in  1858,  and  settled  on  a  farm.  He  is  the 
son  of  Robert  and  Ellen  Bryan  Seevers. 
He   was    bom    September    23,    1846,    in 


Coshocton  county,  Ohio.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  the  state  and  in  the  University  of 
Michigan,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1865.  His  first  business  partnership  was 
with  Col.  P.  Gad  Bryan  in  Indianola,  Iowa, 
in  the  year  1868.  In  1888  he  removed 
to  Oskaloosa  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  Judge  William  H.  Seevers  after  the 
latter  had  retired  from  the  supreme  bench. 
The  partnership  continued  until  the  judge's 
death  in  1894.  George  W.  Seevers  con- 
tinued in  the  general  practice  until  1897, 
when  he  was  appointed  general  counsel  of 
the  Iowa  Central  Railway  company,  which 
Ix>sition  he  still  holds.  He  acquired  his 
position  in  his  profession  by  constant,  hard 
work,  and  by  declining  to  be  led  away 
from  it  by  side  attractions.  He  determined 
to  make  the  practice  of  law  exclusively 
and  solely  his  life  work,  and  with  a  rich, 
natural,  intelligent  endowment  his  habits 
of  industry  have  brought  him  distinguished 
success.  He  is  an  earnest  republican  and 
a  close  student  of  politics  in  the  higher 
sense,   but  has  never  held  an  office,  and 


declares  that  he  will  not  so  long  as  he 
practices  law.  Mr.  Seevers  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  state, 
and  his  practice  demonstrates  that  this 
is  the  public  estimate  of  his  ability.  He 
was  married  in  February,  1868,  to  Mary 
L.  Bryan.  They  have  five  children,  four 
sons  and  one  daughter. 


EDGER8,  Eben  Barton,  was  born  on 
his  grandfather's  farm  near  Brocktille, 
Ontario,  August  11,  1868,  where  his  boy- 
hood days  were  spent.  He  attended  the 
schools  of  that  place  for  several  years, 
and  afterwards  went  to  the  Newberry 
school.  He  took  a  course  in  the  high 
school  at  Smith's  Falls  and  finally  gradu- 
ated in  the  dental  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  at  Baltimore,  in  the 
class  of  1892.  When  a  boy  Mr.  Edgers 
had  a  hard  struggle,  having  to  earn  his 
living  and  work  his  way  through  college 
without  aid.  As  he  began  to  acquire  some 
knowledge  of  dentistry  in  the  course  of  his 
studies,  he  utilized  it  during  vacations  by 


practice.  In  this  way  he  earned  the  means 
to  defray  his  college  expenses  when  the 
term  began  again,  thus  managing  to  finish 
the  course  and  acquire  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  profession  he  was  to  follow. 
Soon  after  graduating  he  opened  his  first 
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office  at  Lyndonville,  in  Vermont,  where 
he  had  previously  studied  in  a  dental  office. 
He  next  moved  to  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

He  came  to  Iowa  in  April,  1893,  and 
located  at  Waterloo.  He  associated  him- 
self with  Dr.  A.  N.  Ferris  in  the  practice 
of  dentistry,  the  partnership  continuing 
until  February,  1895,  when  Dr.  Edgers 
opened  an  office  for  himself  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
State  society,  the  Northern  Iowa  Dental 
society,  and  the  Black  Hawk  Dental  society. 

Dr.  Edgers  has  literary  tastes,  and  is 
one  of  the  active  members  of  the  Fort- 
nightly club  of  Waterloo,  which  is  the 
leading  literary  club  of  that  city.  He  is 
past  chancellor  of  Helmet  Lodge  No.  89  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Waterloo.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  in  politics  votes  the  republican  ticket. 
He  was  married  June  16, 1895,  to  Miss  Cora 
Belle  Newton,  daughter  of  George  and 
Jane  Newton. 


FRANCIS,  Bruce,  superintendent  of 
the  Montezuma  public  schools,  is  of  Ger- 
man descent.  Washington  Francis,  his 
father,  came  to  Iowa  when  a  boy,  in  the 
early  50 's,  from  Darke  county,  Ohio.  He 
spent  several  years  in  the  Colorado  mining 
regions,  and  also  engaged  in  teaming  on 
the  plains.  Returning  to  Iowa  during  the 
rebellion,  he  married  Catherine  Newman, 
and  began  the  improvement  of  the  farm  in 
Madison  county,  where  he  still  lives. 
Catherine  Newman  Francis  removed  with 
her  parents  from  Indiana  to  Guthrie  county, 
Iowa,  when  very  young.  Later,  when  the 
family  moved  to  Nevada,  she  remained 
with  an  uncle,  and  in  1863  was  married 
to  Washington  Francis. 

Bruce  Francis  was  born  in  Madison 
county,  near  Dexter,  February  20,  1865. 
He  attended  the  district  school  regularly 
until  12  years  old,  and  afterwards  worked 
on  the  farm  during  the  busy  season,  and 
went  to  school  in  the  winter  until  he  was 
19.  At  that  time  his  teachers  were  usually 
mature  men  or  women  who  were  paid  extra 
wages  by  subscription,  and  the  schools 
were  crowded  during  the  winter  with  young 
men  and  women  past  school  age.  One 
morning  while  on  his  way  to  school  he  was 
met  by  a  neighbor  who  jokingly  asked  him 
to  go  to  Winterset.  He  accepted  the  invi- 
tation without  any  hesitation,  and,  upon 
arriving  there,  and  finding  a  teachers'  ex- 
amination going  on,  he  decided  to  remain 


and  take  part;  when  he  returned  his  eigh- 
teen miles  on  foot  he  was  the  proud  pos- 
sessor of  a  teacher's  certificate. 

He  was  not  successful  that  season  in 
securing  a  school,  but  the  next  summer 
a  neighbor,  being  disappointed  in  securing 
a  teacher,  tendered  him  the  place,  which 
he  retained  for  five  terms.  After  spending 
some  time  at  the  Dexter  Normal  school  he 
decided  to  attend  the  State  Normal  school, 
and  entering,  in  1888,  he  was  permitted  to 
graduate  with  the  third  year  class  in  1890, 
having  taught  in  the  meantime  one  term  in 
the  village  of  Hudson.  After  completing 
the  course,  he  taught  one  year  at  Sheffield, 


and  the  next  year  was  elected  principal  of 
the  Dexter  schools.  At  the  end  of  three 
years'  work  at  Dexter  he  was  granted  a 
teacher's  life  diploma  by  the  state  board  of 
examiners.  Desiring,  to  make  further 
preparation,  the  following  year  he  entered 
the  State  university,  and  was  graduated 
after  one  year's  study  there  in  June,  1896. 
Mr.  Francis  married  Miss  Ella  Flater, 
a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  school,  in 
1892.  They  have  three  children:  Dorothy, 
Helen  and  Harold.  Mr.  Francis  made  his 
own  way  through  school,  and  his  expe- 
riences have  given  him  the  greatest  faith 
in  the  possibilities  of  young  men  of  deter- 
mination. 
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EATON,  Senator  William,  of  Sidney, 
Fremont  county,  Iowa,  was  bom  October 
9,  1849,  near  Denmark,  in  Lee  county,  Iowa. 
He  is  one  of  the  many  bright  examples 
furnished  in  American  history,  of  men  who 
have  by  sheer  force  of  character  and  dom- 
inating will  power,  risen  above  their  sur- 
roundings and  advantages.  He  descended 
from  Plymouth  Rock,  his  ancestors  being 
the  Eatons  who  landed  with  the  Pilgrim 
fathers  on  that  heroic  spot,  in  1620.  Wil- 
liam Eaton's  father  was  Ansel  Eaton,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  as  early  as 
1838  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  the  colony 
in  Lee  county,  near  the  old  town  of  Den- 
mark. Here  he  lived  on  a  farm  until  the 
spring  of  1852,  when  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  died  in  September,  1853,  and 
William,  at  the  tender  age  of  4  years,  was 
left  to  the  care  of  a  widowed  mother,  in 
very  poor  circumstances  financially.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  S. 
Rice,  born  at  Templeton,  Mass.,  in  1827. 
She  came  with  her  husband  to  Lee  county 
in  1838,  and  died  in  Henry  county  in  1891. 
Like  most  of  the  old  pioneer  mothers,  she 
was  self-sacrificing  for  her  children  and 
always  willing  to  do  more  than  her  duty, 
and  carry  more  than  her  share  of  the 
burdens  of  those  early  days. 

William  attended  the  country  schools  of 
the  period  and  afterwards  studied  at  Den- 
mark academy.  He  worked  for  his  mother, 
however,  until  he  was  21  years  old,  and 
only  obtained  such  education  as  he  could 
secure  during  winter  terms  of  school. 
After  he  came  of  age,  he  attended  academy, 
boarding  with  his  mother  and  walking 
morning  and  evening  the  distance  to  Den- 
mark, three  miles.  This  was  continued 
till  he  had  finished  a  scientific  course, 
graduating  in  June,  1872.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  compelled  to  teach  school  a 
part  of  almost  every  year  to  meet  academy 
and  college  expenses.  In  the  same  way 
he  continued  with  his  legal  education,  until 
he  graduated  from  the  State  university  at 
Iowa  City,  in  June,  1874. 

He  located  at  Sidney,  in  Fremont 
county,  Iowa,  in  the  October  follow- 
ing. Without  friend  or  acquaintance, 
money  or  experience  in  his  profession,  he 
set  out  upon  the  battle  of  life.  On  such 
a  foundation  of  self-dependence  and  self- 
reliance,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Mr. 
Eaton  has  been  successful.  He  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  southwestern 
Iowa  for  twenty  years.  He  has  prospered 
financially,  too,  the  American  measure  of 
success^    He  is  a  staunch  republican  and 


has  been  active  in  republican  work  and 
counsels  for  many  years.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  G^ar  in  the  fall  of 
1880  to  the  office  of  district  attorney  of  the 
Fifteenth  judicial  district  of  Iowa,  to  fill 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Maj. 
A.  R.  Anderson.  He  was  county  attorney 
for  Fremont  county  four  years,  1887  to 
1890.  Elected  state  senator  of  Seventh 
district  (Page  and  Fremont  counties)  in  the 
fall  of  1893  and  re-elected  in  the  fall  of 
1897.  As  a  member  of  the  state  senate, 
Mr.  Eaton,  as  in  all  other  relations,  was 
found  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  occasion  and 
demands  of  the  time.     He  is  strong  and 


fearless  in  his  work  and  opinions,  and 
above  all  is  honest  and  patriotic.  He  has 
served  on  good  committees  and  was  rarely 
absent  from  their  meetings,  and  never 
shirked  a  duty  or  responsibility.  His  rec- 
ord as  a  legislator  is  that  of  a  conserva- 
tive, fair-minded  man,  earnestly  desiring 
the  best  legislative  action.  Senator  Eaton 's 
work  has  thus  far  been  characterized  by 
independence  and  sagacity.  He  endorsed 
only  those  policies  that  commended  them- 
selves to  his  better  judgment,  regardless 
of  the  influence  or  "pull  "  of  friends  or 
politicians. 

He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  On  August  4, 1874, 
he  was  married  to  Annie  E.   Grundy,  of 
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Christian  county,  111.,  from  which  union 
there  was  born  to  them  a  son  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Elmer  E.,  and  Lillian  Eaton. 


HALL,  Elmer  Elsworth,  is  a  native 
of  the  state  of  Iowa,  having  been  born  at 
Nashua,  Chickasaw  county,  February  6, 
1865.  His  father,  Jacob  D.  Hall,  was  a 
native  of  the  state  of  New  York  and  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  state,  having  moved 
to  Nashua  in  1856  and  built  the  first  frame 
house  in  the  town.  He  was  a  carpenter 
and  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  with  the  savings  of  his    labor 


purchased  and  improved  a  small  farm,  on 
which  he  lived  until  1878,  when  he  moved 
to  Dickinson  county  and  purchased  a  half 
section  farm  near  Milford,  which  he  still 
owns.  He  retired  a  few  years  since  and 
now  lives  in  Milford.  He  married  Anna 
M.  Brooks. 

Young  Hall  attended  the  country  schools 
quite  regularly  until  he  was  10  years  old, 
but  after  that  time  could  attend  only  the 
winter  terms,  having  to  work  on  the  farm 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  When 
about  21  he  attended  the  village  school  one 
winter,  and  worked  for  his  board,  after 
which  he  commenced  teaching  country 
schools,  but  being  ambitious,  he  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  salary,  so  quit  teaching 


and  sought  his  fortune  at  railroading  in 
North  Dakota,  when  the  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis &  Manitoba  railroad  was  being  built 
west.  He  returned  to  this  state  in  the  fall 
of  1887,  when  he  was  offered,  and  accepted, 
a  position  as  bookkeeper  in  the  Commercial 
Savings  bank  of  Milford  at  a  small  salary, 
but  by  close  attention  to  business  his  sal- 
ary was  increased  and  he  was  advanced 
and  elected  assistant  cashier  in  1889.  He 
held  this  position  until  May,  1891,  when 
he  was  tendered  the  position  of  cashier  of 
the  Security  State  bank  of  Hartley,  which 
he  accepted.  During  the  ** panic"  year 
of  1898  he  reorganized  the  bank  into  the 
First  National  bank  of  Hartley,  of  which 
he  is  now  the  cashier  and  manager.  It 
has  a  large  and  growing  business.  He  is 
also  vice-president  and  director  of  the 
Milford  Savings  bank  and  owns  a  number 
of  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Hartley. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  In- 
man,  of  Milford,  October  12,  1892.  They 
have  one  child,  Carl  Inman  Hall.  He 
has  four  brothers,  two  of  whom  are  bank 
cashiers.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  republican,  first, 
last  and  all  the  time,  and  a  leader  in  his 
party,  but  has  held  no  important  public 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge  at  Hartley,  of  the  Royal  Arch  at 
Sanborn  and  the  Knights  Templars  at 
Cherokee. 


CARDELL,  Walter  W.,  was  bom  in 
Poweshiek  county,  Iowa,  December  16, 
1860.  His  father  was  the  Hon.  Wilbur 
F.  Cardell,  member  of  the  general  as- 
sembly in  1873-74  from  Guthrie  county. 
His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Jennie  E. 
Daily.  The  Daily  family  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Poweshiek  county,  locating 
there  in  1855. 

Mr.  Cardell  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
literary  education  while  a  student  at  Iowa 
college,  located  at  Grinnell,  and  in  the 
class  of  '82  was  graduated  from  the  Iowa 
university  law  department.  Shortly  there- 
after he  located  in  Perry,  where  he  has 
practiced  continually  since,  and  hence  has 
an  extended  business  acquaintance  over 
the  central  portion  of  the  state.  He  is 
a  successful  lawyer,  and  has  the  business 
confidence  of  a  large  clientage.  He  prac- 
tices in  both  the  state  and  federal  courts. 

Like  many  another  brilliant  lawyer  Mr. 
Cardell 's  first  money  was  made  by  teach- 
ing school.  He  has  been  ^roughout  his 
life  an  uncompromising?  republican,  and  at 
the    Dallas  county    republican  primaries 
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in  June,  1896,  he  was  nominated  without 
opposition  for  the  office  of  county  attorney. 
He  has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  being 
content  in  his  devotion  to  his  professional 
interests  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  cardinal 
principles  that  the  office  should  seek  the 
man,  and  it  was  without  solicitation,  and 
in  truth  without  consultation,  that  he  was 


named  as  worthy  of  political  preference  by 
his  party.  Socially  Mr.  Cardell  is  very 
popular.  His  genial  disposition  and  hospi- 
tality are  known  far  outside  the  little  city 
in  which  he  lives.  December  10,  1890, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Lola  Manatt,  of 
Brooklyn.  As  a  result  of  that  union  they 
have  one  child — a  boy. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Cardell  can  be 
traced  back  many  centuries,  and  comprise 
not  a  few  of  the  most  brilliant  and  interest- 
ing characters  of  early  times.  Leaving 
England  at  a  time  when  the  colonies  were 
yet  young,  the  Cardells  and  the  Bailys 
linked  their  fortunes  with  those  struggling 
patriots,  and  throughout  the  final  conflict, 
in  which  independence  was  won,  played 
a  conspicuous  and  daring  part. 

He  is  prominent  in  lodge  circles,  being 
especially  active  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


CROSSON,  Francis  Emery,  county 
sui)erintendent  of  schools  of  Taylor  coun- 
ty, has  by  more  than  twenty  years  uninter- 
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rupted  devotion  to  educatibnal  work, 
aKshieved  a  position  of  prominence  and 
honor  in  his  profession  in  the  state,  and 
especially  in  southwestern  Iowa.  He  was 
born  near  Abingdon,  Knox  county,  Illinois, 
December  20,  1857.  His  father,  W.  H. 
Crosson,  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio, 
and  was  a  farmer  in  moderate  circum- 
stances. While  yet  a  young  man  he  came 
west  and  settled  in  Knox  county,  Illinois, 
where,  in  1856,  he  was  married  to  Acenith 
Vinsonhaler.  She  was  a  native  of  High- 
land county,  Ohio,  and  was  brought  to 
Knox  county,  Illinois,  by  her  parents  when 
she  was  a  young  child.  Mr.  Crosson  en- 
listed in  the  First  Illinois  cavalry  in  1861 
and  was  in  active  service  until  captured  by 
General  Price,  in  Lexington,  and  was  pa- 
roled. After  the  war  he  followed  farming 
in  Illinois  until  1873,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Taylor  county,  Iowa, 
and  lived  there  until  his  death,  in  1894. 

The  public  schools  of  Knox  county,  Illinois,  and 
Taylor  county,  Iowa,  with  one  yearns  work  in  the 
Bedford  high  school,  prepared  young  Crosson  for 
Oskaloosa  college,  where  he  spent  one  year,  and 


later  attended  Drake  university,  in  Des  Moines, 
one  year.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Athenian 
society  in  both  these  colleges,  and  took  the  class 
honors  in  oratory  in  Oskaloosa  college.  Mr.  Croe- 
son  began  to  teach  school  in  1876,  obtaining  his  first 
certificate  from  J.  B.  Owens.  By  this  means  he 
earned  his  way  through  college,  and  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  his  future  professional  success.    With 
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the  exception  of  time  epeat  in  college,  and  one 
year  in  newspaper  work,  he  has  been  engaged  in 
school  work  since  that  time.  In  1896  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  county  superintendent  by  the  republicans 
over  four  other  candidates,  and  elected  by  a  hand- 
some majority.  Two  years  later  he  was  renominated 
without  opposition  and  elected  over  the  fusion  can- 
didate, running  ahead  of  the  state  ticket  He  has 
alwavs  been  a  republican,  and  an  active  one,  and 
his  election  to  the  office  was  a  recognition  of  his 
ability  as  an  educator  and  his  worth  as  a  republican 
and  good  citizen.  He  has  made  a  national  reputa- 
tion in  the  county  superintendent's  office,  being 
always  spoken  of  as  an  efficient  and  painstaking 
officer.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  and  Pythian 
fraternities,  and  is  a  member  of  the  First  Christian 
church  in  Bedford.  Mr.  Croeson  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 2.  1886,  to  Alice  J.  Daugherty.  They  have 
three  children:  Phillip,  born  April  14, 1887;  Mary, 
born  January  20, 1892,  and  Ellen,  born  September 
15,1894. 


Marathon  Savings  bank.  At  the  end  of 
three  and  a  half  years  he  retired  from  the 
bank  and  in  partnership  with  A.  J.  Wilson, 
president  of  the  bank,  removed  to  Laurens 
and  engaged  in  the  grain  business.  The 
firm  now  operates  two  elevators,  one  in 
Laurens  and  one  in  Havelock,  and  is  erect- 
ing four  new  elevators  on  the  new  exten- 
sion of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul,  between  Fonda  and  Spencer. 

Mr.  De  Wolf  has  attained  political 
prominence  by  his  activity  as  a  republican, 
having  been  engaged  in  campaign  speak- 
ing for  a  number  of  years,  beerinning  with 
the  campaign  of  1896.  In  1897  he  was 
nominated  and  elected  to    represent  the 


DE  WOLF,  Merton  E.,  of  Laurens, 
one  of  the  young  men  who,  by  their  own 
efforts,  have  achieved  notable  business 
success  in  northwestern  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Cambria,  Hillsdale  county,  Mich.,  July  23, 
1867,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1889.  His 
father,  S.  P.  De  Wolf,  was  in  very  moderate 
circumstances,  and  was  unable  to  give  his 
son  the  liberal  education  which  he  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name,  was  Martha  J. 
Frink,  would  have  liked.  Mrs.  De  Wolf 
was  a  very  intelligent  woman  of  good  im- 

Eulses,  who  encouraged  her  son  to  educate 
imself.  He  came  of  good  family  on  his 
father's  side,  too,  for  his  paternal  great- 
grandfather was  a  Frenchman,  who  came 
to  America  and  served  as  a  captain  during 
the  revolutionary  war.  Attending  the 
public  schools  in  Cambria  village  till  he 
was  14  years  old,  an  uncle  invited  him  to 
his  home  in  Hillsdale,  where  he  attended 
the  high  school.  He  completed  the  fresh- 
man year  in  Hillsdale  college,  and  always 
won  the  highest  marks  in  mathematics. 
During  the  time  he  attended  high  school 
and  college  he  worked  on  a  farm  and 
walked  two  miles  to  school.  He  earned 
his  own  way  by  teaching  school  and  work- 
ing on  the  farm. 

In  1889  Mr.  De  Wolf  came  to  Iowa,  be- 
lieving that  the  state  offered  the  best 
opportunities  for  young  men  dependent 
upon  their  own  resources.  He  went  first 
to  Rocl^  Valley,  where  he  fell  to  work  at 
anything  he  could  do.  For  four  months 
he  was  employed  as  a  grain  buyer  and 
then  went  to  Hull  as  bookkeeper  in  the 
State  bank.  Seven  months  later  he  was 
made  assistant  cashier  of  the  State  bank 
of  Rock  Valley,  where  he  remained  for 
eighteen  months.  From  there  he  was 
called  to  Marathon  to  be  cashier  of  the 


counties  of  Pocahontas  and  Humboldt  in 
the  lower  house  of  the  legislature,  where 
he  made  a  consistent  record  for  independ- 
ence of  thought  and  action,  and  it  was  said 
of  him  that  he  always  had  the  courage  to 
array  himself  on  the  side  he  believed  to  be 
right,  regardless  of  what  influences  such 
action  might  offend.  In  short,  he  was  an 
honest  member  and  was  not  afraid  to  live 
up  to  his  principles.  As  this  volume  goes 
to  press  (July,  1899)  he  is  among  the  lead- 
ing candidates  for  speaker  of  the  house  in 
the  Twenty-eighth  General  Assembly,  as 
a  second  term  is  conceded  to  him. 

In  1891  Mr.  De  Wolf  was  married  in 
Hillsdale,  Mich.,  to  Elizabeth  Prentice,  a 
high  school  classmate.     They  have  three 
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children  living:  Maris,  born  July  27,  1892; 
Hester,  born  November  9,  1893,  and  Mabel, 
born  August  27,  1895.  Prentice  Wilson, 
another  son,  died  March  2,  1899,  aged  14 
months.  Mr.  De  Wolf  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  customarily  attends 
the  Methodist  church. 


HAMILTON,  William  Edgar,  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Odebolt  Chronicle,  is 
one  of  the  well  known  figures  in  Iowa 
journalism.  He  is  a  grandson  of  William 
Hamilton,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812  as 
colonel  of  a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  and 
was  afterward  a  brigadier-general  of  the 
militia,  in  the  same  state,  for  many  years. 
The  Hamiltons  were  natives  of  Scotland, 
and  afterwards  lived  in  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, whence  they  came  to  America  just 
before  the  revolutionary  war,  and  settled 
in  Cumberland  county,  Pa.  Gen.  William 
Hamilton  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Mercer  county.  Pa.,  and  one  of  the 
prominent  figures  of  western  Pennsylvania 
in  his  day.  He  was  the  father  of  nine 
children,  John  Hamilton,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  being  the  second 
child  born  to  him.  John  Hamilton  was 
born  in  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  in  1816,  and 
died  in  Sharon,  Pa.,  in  1872.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  plasterer  in  early  life,  and 
afterwards  farmed  and  worked  at  his  trade 
alternately.  He  was  register  and  recorder 
of  Mercer  county  from  1854  to  1857,  and 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability 
and  information.  Ann  Powell  Stroud  was 
the  maiden  name  of  John  Hamilton  *s  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Montgomery  county.  Pa. , 
in  1827,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Stroud,  who  was  of  Quaker  descent.  She 
is  still  Jiving  in  Sharon.  March  13,  1857, 
William  E.  Hamilton  was  born  in  Mercer, 
Pa.  When  he  was  seven  years  old  his 
parents  moved  to  a  farm  near  Mercer,  and 
the  boy's  first  schooling  was  in  the  country 
school  near  his  home.  At  the  age  of  12  he 
received  better  advantages  in  the  city 
schools  of  Sharon,  to  which  place  the 
family  then  moved.  For  three  years  he 
was  happily  busy  with  his  books,  hoping, 
as  does  every  bright  ambitious  boy,  that 
he  might  be  able  to  finish  his  school  work 
and  add  thereto  a  college  course.  But 
when  he  reached  his  sixteenth  year  he 
experienced  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  college  hopes  and  plans  were, 
perforce,  given  up.  He  went  bravely  to 
work,  however,  to  take  care  of  himself, 
and  his  first  situation  was  in  a  stove  and 


tinware  store,  where  he  was  employed  for 
three  months,  in  the  summer  of  1872,  at  a 
dollar  a  day,  pretty  good  wages,  in  those 
days,  for  an  inexperienced  lad.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Atlantic  Iron  works,  in  Sharon,  as 
invoice  clerk,  and  that  he  was  a  valued 
and  trusted  employe  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  he  remained  with  the  same 
firm  for  eight  years,  being  paymaster  dur- 
ing the  last  four. 

In  the  fall  of  1880,  Mr.  Hamilton  con- 
cluded to  try  his  fortune  in  the  west,  and 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  first  at  Bloomfield, 
where  he  worked  for  two  years  on  the 


Davis  County  Bepublicany  as  local  editor.  In 
1883  he  went  to  Odebolt  and  found  employ- 
ment in  the  law  and  abstract  office  of  W. 
A.  Helsell,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
four  years.  Desiring  to  again  engage  in 
the  newspaper  business  he  startS,  in 
1887,  the  Odebolt  Chronicle,  which  he  has 
owned  and  edited  since  that  date.  In  1893 
Mr.  Hamilton  compiled  a  guide  to  the 
World's  fair  called  'The  Time  Saver," 
which  was  probably  the  most  popular 
guide  in  use.  He  spent  six  months  in 
Chicago  and  sold  150,000  copies  of  his  lit- 
tle book,  clearing  a  handsome  profit.  Mr. 
Hamilton's  father  was  a  war  democrat  and 
he  was  reared  in  the  Douglas  faith.  In 
the  campaign  of  1880  he  became  convinced 
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that  the  protective  policy  was  the  true  one 
for  American  interests,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  re- 
publican principles.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  and  Knights  of  Pythias  lodges, 
and  is  also  a  Woodman  of  the  World  and  a 
Modern  Woodman.  He  belongs  to  no  church 
but  is  Unitarian  in  belief.  January  18, 
1894,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mabel  C. 
Coy,   of  Odebolt.     He  was    recently    ap- 

E minted  supervisor  of  census  for  the 
leventh  congressional  district  of  Iowa, 
the  only  office,  elective  or  appointive,  for 
which  he  ever  applied. 


GORRELL,   Hon.   J.  R.     Dr.  Gorrell, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  state  senate 


from  Jasper  county  in  1897,  is  his  own 
biographer.  Although  the  silken  skein  of 
humor  runs  through  and  through  the  doc- 
tor's story,  the  intent  that  much  shall  be 
read  between  the  lines  is  quite  evident: 

In  the  beginning,  I  was  born.  The  inci- 
dent happened  so  long  ago  that  I  have 
quite  forgotten  it,  but  I  have  the  fullest 
confidence  in  the  statements  of  my  mother, 
who  has  openly  admitted  being  present  on 
the  occasion.  My  mother  always  had  a 
good  memory  of  some  things,  of  which  I 
am  one. 


I  was  always  an  object  of  special  in- 
terest to  my  mother,  because  of  my  capac- 
ity for  everything  in  reach.  To  tell  the 
truth,  I  was  a  born  sucker.  As  I  was  quite 
young  at  this  time  this  frailty  ought  to  be 
excusable,  especially  as  I  was  at  a  disad- 
vantage in  beginning  business  for  myself 
among  entire  strangers,  who  talked  in  a 
strange  language. 

Ohio  has  the  honor  of  being  my  birth- 
place— the  state  that  boasts  the  mother- 
hood of  other  great  men,  also.  When  I 
was  yet  an  infant  I  persuaded  my  parents 
to  remove  with  me  to  a  Hoosier  wilderness, 
far  from  the  maddening  crowd,  as  it  were. 
With  'possums  for  my  playmates  I  grew 
up  a  genius,  strong  as  Hercules  and  as 
handsome  as  Apollo.  My  picture  is  ample 
evidence  of  this,  but  even  my  face  utterly 
fails  to  do  me  justice. 

My  extraordinary  advantages  of  environ- 
ment and  exceptional  beauty  of  form  and 
feature  determined  my  parents  to  prepare 
me  for  a  ministerial  career.  I  was  accord- 
ingly sent  to  the  Presbyterian  college  at 
Port  Wayne,  where  I  soon  absorbed  the 
entire  curriculum,  which  consisted  of  Dodd- 
ridge's Rise  and  Progress  of  Religion  in 
the  Soul,  Baxter's  Saints'  Rest  and  the 
Presby  terianConf  ession  of  Faith — all  books 
of  rare  interest  and  unequaled  humor. 

Soon  realizing  the  temptations  of  a 
theological  career  and  my  inability  to  re- 
sist the  same,  I  determined  to  pursue  the 
study  of  medicine.  I  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo  in  1859,  good  Dean  Rochester  kindly 
admitting  that  my  class  record  was  in- 
compatible with  my  early  associations  in 
the  Hoosier  jungles. 

Prom  the  spring  of  1863  to  the  close  of 
the  'Mate  unpleasantness, "  I  was  giving 
special  attention  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty -ninth  Indiana  regiment,  as  surgeon, 
my  efforts  resulting  in  the  death  or  total 
disability  of  thirty -four  per  cent  of  the 
entire  regiment.  I  happened  to  remain 
among  the  sixty-six  per  cent  of  the  living. 

After  looking  round  for  a  congenial 
location  for  practice  I  settled  in  Jasper 
county,  Iowa,  where  the  good  people  have 
since  kindly  permitted  me  to  remain.  In 
1892  I  was  sent  to  the  national  convention 
of  republicans  at  Minneapolis  to  do  what  I 
could  for  Blaine  and  silver.  My  efforts  in 
this  direction  resulted  later  in  theelection  of 
Grover  Cleveland.  The  next  year  I  was 
sent  to  the  state  senate,  the  single  gold 
standard  contingent  since  petitioning  in 
vain  for  my  resignation. 
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My  ancestral  pedigree  is  traced  with 
difficulty  through  the  long  vistas  of  the 
primeval  past.  I  am  the  only  one  of  the 
genus  and  species  that  ever  became  pre- 
eminent. If  my  name  means  anything  to 
the  paleontologist,  it  means  that  my  an- 
cestors must  have  cracked  cocoanuts  in. 
the  wilds  of  Borneo.  Even  the  pronunci- 
ation of  my  name  reveals  a  strong  guttural 
sound  and  an  orthographical  resemblance 
to  the  names  of  the  present  denizens  of  that 
birthplace  of  genus  who  saunter  around 
among  their  grinning  neighbors  dressed  in 
a  bobtail  and  a  sickly  smile. 

I  have  the  hereditary  honor,  through 
my  mother,  of  being  a  lineal  descendant  of 
the  Scottish  hero,  Sir  William  Wallace. 
As  Sir  William  has  been  a  long  time  dead, 
he  is  illy  able  to  resent  the  above  implied 
reflection  of  a  common  ancestry.  The 
Tam  O'Shanter  inn,  where  the  genial  Rob- 
ert Bums  used  to  drink  Scotch  toddy  and 
see  serpents,  is  still  a  family  heirloom  and 
hereditament. 

Everything  that  ever  happened  worth 
mentioning  has  occurred  since  I  was  born. 
My  birth  must  have  occurred  under  a  lucky 
star.  Taking  into  consideration  the  won- 
derful happenings  and  the  date  of  their 
occurrence,  it  is  evident  that  I  must  have 
lived  for  about  sixty  summers — as  the  old 
maid  would  say.  Of  course  I  could  not  be 
expected  to  remember  all  that  has  occurred. 
There  was  a  set-back  by  a  blunder  of  legis- 
lation in  1873,  from  which  we  have  not  yet 
recovered.  It  was  done  without  my  knowl - 
edge  or  consent.  It  continues  against  my 
will  and  in  spite  of  my  protest. 

At  one  time  in  my  life,  I  felt  like  leav- 
ing a  monument  to  my  memory,  and  I  wrote 
a  book.  To  be  sure  it  would  be  published 
I  paid  for  it  myself.  Its  success  has  been 
indeed  monumental.  It  made  an  awful 
pile,  and  still  makes  an  awful  pile.  Good 
people,  to  console  me,  have  said  many 
lovely  things  about  the  book.  They  have 
said  that  it  was  a  thrilling  and  dramatic 
war  novel  and  one  that  would  not  make  the 
world  any  worse  for  its  having  been  printed, 
even  should  it  chance  to  be  read.  Several 
have  voluntarily  told  me  that  they  read  it 
entire  without  any  disastrous  results.  It 
contains  some  opinions  for  which  I  am  re- 
sponsible, some  truths  for  which  the  war 
was  responsible,  and  some  pathos  for  which 
the  facts  were  responsible.  All  are  tied 
together  by  a  thread  of  my  own  weaving 
that  would  seem  homespun  to  the  critic 
looking  for  flaws,  but  old  comrades  seem 
to  like  it.     I  would  not  think  of  taking  ad- 


vantage of  this  opportunity  of  advertising 
it  or  I  would  tell  you  to  send  me  fifty  cents 
for  a  sample  copy  of  **Sins  Absolved." 
You  will  never  get  your  sins  absolved  any 
cheaper. 

Taking  it  all  in  all,  I  am  proud  of  the 
record  the  world  has  made  since  I  have 
assisted  in  its  direction.  It  has  become, 
for  the  first  time,  a  decent  place  in  which 
to  live.  Slavery  has  been  forever  abol- 
ished and  material  development  has  reached 
its  climax.  Electricity  has  been  harnessed 
and  space  vanquished.  Distance  has  been 
overcome  and  the  human  voice  has  been 
borne  by  unknown  force  to  distant  lands. 
Human  action  has  been  photographed  and 
reproduced  like  a  miniature  puppet  show. 
Photographs  have  been  conveyed  by  wire 
Gigantic  telescopes  have  readily  brought 
us  to  a  realization  of  the  stars.  The  spec- 
troscope has  demonstrated  that  some  of 
the  remote  nebulae  are  now  being  evolved 
into  solar  systems.  Scientific  men,  gener- 
ally, have  accepted  the  hypothesis  that  the 
only  difference  between  heat,  light  and 
electricity,  consists  in  the  length  of  the 
waves  in  the  ether  of  space  and  that  the  sun 
is  the  great  central  dynamo  of  our  solar 
system.  Solid  bodies  have  been  penetrated 
by  rays  of  wondrous  light,  and  human  ills, 
once  hidden  from  the  view,  have  been  ex- 
posed to  searching  eyes.  Chemistry  has 
unlocked  forces,  analyzed  elements,  formed 
new  compounds,  traced  new  effects  and 
made  the  science  of  medicine  something 
more  than  the  plaything  of  the  ignorant 
and  the  slave  of  the  superficial.  The 
microscope  has  at  last  revealed  the  causes 
of  disease.  The  measly  microbe  is  no 
longer  concealed  and  his  comings  and  go- 
ings are  mapped  and  platted  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  race. 

Just  to  what  extent  I  have  been  re- 
sponsible for  all  this,  I  will  leave  the 
indulgent  reader  to  determine,  confident 
in  the  belief  that  impartial  history  will 
give  even  the  devil  his  due. 


OLSON,  O.  A.,  a  prosperous  clothing 
merchant  of  Forest  City,  was  born  in 
Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  November  11, 
1860,  the  son  of  John  S.  and  Anna  Nelson 
Olson.  They  were  farmers  at  that  time, 
but  for  twenty-five  years  have  been  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  Mr.  J. 
S.  Olson  was  a  soldier  in  the  union  army, 
serving  in  Company  K,  Thirty-eighth 
Iowa.  He  and  his  w6e  were  born  in  Nor- 
way and  came  to  this  country  in  1850  and 
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1852.  The  family  moved  to  Forest  City  in 
the  year  1870,  and  the  children  received  a 
common  school  education  there.  While 
yet  a  boy  O.  A.  was  put  to  work  in  his 
father's  store  and  his  first  savings  were 
the  nickels  he  earned  by  running  errands. 


June  27,  1886.  Mrs.  Olson  died  July  10, 
1889,  after  a  long,  lingering  illness,  of  con- 
sumption. 


When  he  was  22  years  old,  in  January,  1883, 
his  father  gave  him  a  working  interest  in  the 
store  and  the  firm  name  was  J.  S.  Olson  & 
Son.  The  father  sold  his  interest  in  the  store 
to  his  son  April  8, 1890,  and  two  years  later 
the  latter  sold  the  business  and  went  into 
the  real  estate  business  with  J.  E.  Howard, 
which  partnership  was  dissolved  in  the 
summer  of  1895.  In  September  of  that 
year  the  present  business,  Olson  Bros.  & 
Co.,  was  started,  Mr.  Olson's  brother,  W. 
A.  Olson,  being  a  member  of  the  firm.  Mr. 
Olson,  who  has  always  been  a  republican, 
was  elected  mayor  of  Forest  City  in  March, 
1888,  and  in  the  great  presidential  cam- 
paign of  1896  he  was  chairman  of  the  re- 
publican county  committee.  He  belongs 
to  the  Forest  City  Commercial  club,  the 
Masonic  Liodge,  Bethel  Chapter  No.  26,  of 
Garner,  St.  Elmo  Commander  7,  Iowa  Falls, 
El  Kahir  Temple,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and 
to  the  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Elks  lodge,  the  latter  in  Mason 
City.  He  was  married  September  8,  1885, 
to  Annette  Carlburg,  of  Neenah,  Wis. 
They  have  one  son.  Sylvan  Leander,  born 


McGAVREN,  James  Kirkland,  re- 
cently postmaster  of  Missouri  Valley,  and 
an  ex-member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives from  Harrison  county,  was  born  in 
Hardin  county,  Ohio,  December  19,  1846. 
His  father,  Robert  McGavren,  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  a  farmer  and  a  physician, 
and  a  very  successful  one.  The  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Kirkland.  She 
was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  of  English  and 
Scotch  descent. 

James  K.  was  brought  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents  in  1850,  when  he  was  but  4  years 
old.  They  settled  ia  Pottawattamie  county, 
and  in  1858  moved  to  Harrison  county, 
where  Mr.  McGavren  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  He  afterwards  studied  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  April, 
1869.  He  practiced  law  in  Missouri  Val- 
ley that  summer,  and  in  the  fall  removed  to 


Seward,  Neb.,  being  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  that  town.  He  remained  there 
three  and  one-half  years  and  then  returned 
to  Missouri  Valley  and  opened  up  a  real 
estate  and  loan  office.  He  was  elected 
mayor  of  that  city  in  1877,  and  again  in 
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1878  and  1879,  but  resigned  in  1879.  He 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  his  county  in  187&,  and  re- 
elected in  1882.  In  1883  he  was  elected 
county  auditor,  and  was  re-elected  to  that 
office  in  1885.  In  1889  the  people  of  his 
county  showed  their  appreciation  of  his 
ability  in  the  management  of  public  affairs 
by  electing  him  their  representative  in  the 
legislature,  where  he  served  satisfactorily 
in  the  Twenty-third  General  Assembly. 
He  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Missouri 
Valley,  April  30,  1894,  serving  the  term  of 
four  years. 

Politically  Mr.  McGavren  has  always 
been  a  democrat.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows,  Iowa  Legion  of 
Honor,  Modern  Woodmen,  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  and  the  Maccabees.  He  has 
been  twice  married;  the  first  time  to  Elmira 
Henry,  a  native  of  Ohio.  She  died  April 
20,  1874,  leaving  one  child,  Elizabeth,  now 
the  wife  of  R.  L.  Linsley,  of  Missouri  Val- 
ley. On  January  27,  1876,  he  was  married 
to  Cynthia  Deweese.  She  died  October  31, 
1889.  By  this  marriage  there  were  seven 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Lawrence  died  at  the  age  of  19  years,  Lu- 
cille at  7  years  of  age,  Hugh  at  9  months  of 
age,  and  the  twins  died  in  infancy.  Lottie 
and  Bruce  are  now  living. 


HARSHBARGER,  Henry  Clay,  of 
Woodbine,  was  born  March  5,  1840,  at 
Rockport,  Spencer  county,  Ind.  His  par- 
ents were  among  the  pioneers  of  Iowa, 
and, when  the  boy  was  but  7  years  old  they 
came  to  Mahaska  county,  to  the  village  of 
Fremont  to  locate.  Mr.  Harshbarger's 
boyhood  was  spent  among  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  early  settlers.  School 
facilities  were  poor  and  limited,  and  his 
life,  up  to  21,  was  passed  upon  the  farm, 
with  a  few  months  of  schooling  during  the 
winters.  In  1856  he  became  a  resident  of 
Harrison  county,  where  he  still  resides. 
In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
First  Regiment  Nebraska  infantry.  This 
was  General  Thayer's  regiment.  He  went 
immediately  south,  and  was  in  Fremont's 
march  to  Springfield,  Mo.,  in  the  fall  of  '61. 
He  was  also  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Henry, 
Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Cape  Girar- 
deau, Chalk  Bluffs,  and  numerous  skir- 
mishes. At  the  end  of  three  years  he 
re-enlisted  in  the  same  regiment  and  was 
sent  to  the  Platte  valley  to  keep  the  over- 
land stage  route  open.  November  24,  1865, 
he  was  discharged  for  disability,  at  Ft. 


Kearney,  Neb.  Upon  his  return  home  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  a  year,  but  his 
health  was  so  broken  down  by  soldier  life 
that  he  was  obliged  to  discontinue  the  work. 
During  1867  and  1868,  he  served  as  county 
recorder  of  Harrison  county,  and  was  later 
elected  county  judge,  and  served  a  year  as 
county  auditor.  He  then  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  at  Woodbine  for  three 
years.  Farming  again  attracted  him  and 
he  returned  to  it  once  more,  and  still  makes 
it  his  chief  occupation.  He  owns  a  fine 
place  of  560  acres  near  Woodbine,  where 
his  home  is  The  raising  of  stock  is  the 
principal  work  to  which  he  devotes  him- 
self.    He  also  has  a  real  estate  office  in 


Woodbine,  where  he  is  justice  of  the  peace, 
member  of  the  school  board  and  mayor  of 
the  town,  all  of  which  goes  to  prove  his 
popularity  and  standing  as  a  citizen  of  his 
town. 

In  politics  Mr.  Harshbarger  is  a  repub- 
lican. He  is,  and  has  been  for  five  years, 
chairman  of  the  republican  county  central 
committee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church.  He  has  been  married  three 
times.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Emily 
Mundy.  They  were  married  December  14, 
1865.  She  died  January  26,  1871.  He  was 
married  again  September  17,  1871,  to  Miss 
Nettie  B.  Edgerton.     Her  death  occurred 
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April  5,  1891.  In  1892  he  married  his 
present  wife,  Miss  Lillian  L.  Wei  ton.  Of 
the  first  marriage  there  were  three  chil- 
dren: Virginia,  born  June  8,  1867;  John 
E.,  born  September  6,  1868;  Charles  C, 
bom  January  13,  1871.  Of  the  second 
there  were  seven:  Hope,  December  24, 
1872;  Miller  M.,  June  1,  1875;  Harry  S., 
September  11,  1880;  Jesse  J.,  March  22, 
1883;  Mary  M.,  March  3,  1884;  Edwin  L., 
December  15,  1887;  Henry  C,  March  28, 
1891.  Of  the  last  marriage  there  are  two 
children:  Estella,  bom  December  6, 1892, 
and  Kate,  January  6,  1897. 


TSCHIRGI,  Matthew,  Jr.,  of  Dubuque, 
is  the  son  of  Matthew  Tschirgi,  for  years 
prominent  in  the  brewing  business,  now 
retired.  The  father  was  born  in  St.  Gallen, 
Switzerland,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  18  years  of  age.  He  was 
interested  in  the  erection  of  the  first 
brewery  built  in  Iowa,  known  as  Heeb's 
brewery,  at  Dubuque,  and,  being  himself  a 
practical  brewer,  as  was  his  father  before 
him,  made  the  first  brew  in  the  new  estab- 
lishment. Although  now  past  73,  he  is 
still  active  and  vigorous,  and  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  the  business  affairs  of  his  chil- 
dren. One  son,  Arnold,  he  has  established 
in  the  brewing  business  at  Sheridan,  Wyo., 
and  George  and  Frank  are  fitted  out  with 
extensive  improved  ranches  near  that  city. 
Two  daughters,  Catherine  and  Louise,  are 
the  wives  of  Francis  Jaeger  and  J.  Traut, 
respectively,  prominent  business  men  of 
Dubuque.  John  W.  is  employed  in  the 
Dubuque  Malting  company's  brewery,  an 
establishment  which  has  more  than  $300,- 
000  invested  in  its  plant.  The  very  latest 
improved  and  most  expensive  electrical, 
steam  and  refrigerator  machinery  is  em- 
ployed, and,  of  course,  the  person  in  charge 
must  not  only  possess  a  scientific  knowl- 
edge of  the  art  of  brewing,  but  must  be 
familiar  with  every  detail  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  immense  concern.  It  is  such 
a  position  of  trust  and  responsibility  that 
Mr.  John  W.  Tschirgi  is  at  present  filling. 
The  father  has  lived  to  see  the  great  ad- 
vancement which  has  marked  the  brewing 
business  since  the  time  when  he  ground 
the  grain  in  a  coffee  mill  and  distributed 
the  product  of  his  brew  to  customers  in 
person  by  wheelbarrow,  and  he  has  also 
watched,  with  no  less  pleasure,  the  phe- 
nomenal development  of  his  adopted  city 
and  state  in  all  other  lines  of  manufacture 
and  trade.     The    mother,   whose    maiden 


name  was  Catherine  ZoUicoffer,  was  the 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  George  ZoUi- 
coffer, a  pioneer  settler  of  Dubuque,  well 
known  and  highly  respected. 

Matthew  Tschirgi,  Jr.,  was  bom  in 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  November  28,  1850.  When 
he  had  finished  the  common  schools  he 
entered  the  Michigan  university,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  graduated  therefrom  as  a  civil 
engineer,  in  1872.  He  began  active  work 
in  his  profession  in  Dubuque  that  same 
year,  and  was  prominent  in  the  surveying 
of  the  railroad  from  that  city  to  Burling- 
ton. In  1873  he  established  a  permanent 
office  in  Dubuque,  and  among  other  things 


published  a  map  of  the  city.  He  was 
elected  county  surveyor  in  1875,  and  ap- 
pointed city  engineer  in  1877,  holding  the 
last  named  position  continuously  until 
1891,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1888-9. 
His  practice  includes  civil  and  sanitary 
engineering,  plans  for  waterworks  and 
sewer  systems  and  bridge  construction. 
Among  the  many  engineering  structures 
which  he  has  designed  may  be  mentioned 
the  stone  arch  highway  bridge  at  Elkader, 
Iowa;  was  engineer  of  the  company  which 
built  the  bridge  spanning  the  Mississippi 
river  at  Dubuque,  both  of  which  stand  as 
monuments  to  his  engineering  skill.  Since 
1893  he  has  acted  as  president  and  manager 
of  the  Dubuque  Construction  company.    In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROGRESSIVE  MEN  OF  IOWA. 


545 


politics  he  is  a  republican,  in  religion  a 
Methodist.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  was  married  in  1880  to 
Miss  Helene  L.  Schaad.  They  have  four 
children:  Martha  Bemice,  Harold  Magnus, 
Charles  Corrance,  and  Arthur  Mason. 


MARSH,  Charles  Franklin,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  is  among  the  best  known  physi- 
cians and  army  surgeons  of  southeastern 
Iowa.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  William 
Stockman  Marsh,  who  was  bom  January 
23,  1817,  on  Nantucket  Island,  Mass.,  and 
died  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  March  1,  1896.  He 
had  followed  his  profession  all  his  life, 
and  he  prescribed  for  patients  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death.  The  eldest  son  of  a 
poorly  paid  itinerant  minister,  he  had  to 
help  support  the  family,  and  hence  his 
early  educational  advantages  were  quite 
limited.  But  with  a  determined  purpose 
he  spent  his  evenings  in  study,  thus  mas- 
tering the  rudiments  of  the  art.  He  after- 
wards studied  with  his  brother-in-law.  Dr. 
Freeman  Knowles,  later  one  of  the  profes- 
sors of  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
university.  He  also  attended  lectures  at 
the  old  McDowell  college  in  St.  Louis,  and 
in  1854  graduated  in  medicine  at  Keokuk. 
He  was  married  February  9,  1841,  to  Abi- 
gail Simpson  Knowles,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Amasa  Knowles,  at  Hampden,  Me.  The 
Knowles  family  were  early  settlers  at  Plym- 
outh, Mass.,  and  trace  their  ancestors  back 
to  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Immedi- 
ately after  his  marriage  Dr.  Marsh  started 
west  with  his  wife,  stopping  first  at 
Macomb,  111.,  and  in  1842  located  at  Lowell, 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  removing  in  1845  to 
West  Point,  Lee  county,  and  in  1855  to  Mt. 
Pleasant,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  in  1896.  Mrs.  Marsh  died  in  1892. 
Dr.  William  Marsh  was  commissioned 
surgeon  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  infantry, 
September  16,  1862,  but  was  forced  by 
broken  health  to  resign  February  7,  1863. 
While  serving  at  Young's  Point,  La.,  he 
became  so  prostrated  that  he  was  obliged 
to  crawl  on  his  hands  and  knees  while  at- 
tending the  sick  and  wounded. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Marsh  was  born  January  6, 
1842,  at  Macomb,  111.,  and  was  the  oldest 
of  five  children.  He  comes  from  a  long 
line  of  New  England  ancestors.  His  great- 
grandfather, John  Marsh,  was  a  govern- 
ment agent  to  the  Penobscot  Indians,  and 
his  grandfather,  William  Marsh,  was  con- 
nected with  the  East  Maine  Methodist  con- 
ference for  over  forty  years.     His  grand- 


mother, Susan  Spooner  Stockman,  was 
bom  May  22,  1793.  She  was  married  to 
William  Marsh,  May  21,  1815,  and  died 
May  26,  1861.  Her  parents  were  Jacob 
and  Susan  (Spooner)  Stockman.  Her 
grandfather,  Charles  Spooner,  was  the 
son  of  Wing  Spooner,  who  served  as  a 
captain  of  the  militia  during  the  revolu- 
tion. This  family  descended  from  Wil- 
liam Spooner,  who  came  to  the  Plymouth 
settlement  early  in  1637  from  Leyden, 
Holland,  but  originally  from  England. 

Dr.  Marsh  began  his  education  in  the 
private  school  of  P.  P.  Root,  at  West 
Point,  Iowa,  and  in  1860  graduated  from 


the  Iowa  Wesley  an  university  with  the 
degree  of  B.  S.  He  immediately  began 
the  study  of  medicine  in  the  State  uni- 
versity, the  medical  department  being  then 
located  at  Keokuk.  He  was  made  assist- 
ant physician  of  Estes  House  hospital,  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  just  after  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing,  in  1862,  when  but 
20  years  old,  and  was  appointed  hospital 
steward  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  infantry 
in  September,  1862.  The  following  Feb- 
ruary he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  regiment.  He 
served  as  a  surgeon  during  the  entire  re- 
mainder of  the  war,  helping  to  establish  a 
general  hospital  at  Vicksburg,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Surgeon  Alexander  Shaw,  of  the 
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Fourth  Iowa,  under  orders  of  General 
Grant;  also  at  Rome,  Ga.,  with  Surgeon 
G.  P.  French,  superintendent  of  hospitals 
for  the  army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  again 
at  Atlanta.  He  was  appointed  surgeon  of 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa,  November  15, 
1864,  and  was  the  youngest  officer  with  the 
rank  of  full  surgeon  in  Sherman's  army. 
He  was  with  the  army  at  Young's  Point, 
La.,  Vicksburg  and  Chattanooga;  at  the 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission 
Ridge  and  Ringgold,  at  Woodville  and 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  Rome,  Ga.,  Atlanta  and 
Savannah,  and  accompanied  his  regiment 
on  the  famous  march  to  the  sea,  and  went 
with  the  army  to  Washington. 

The  doctor  has  followed  his  profession 
with  gratifying  success  since  the  close  of 
the  war,  making  Mt.  Pleasant  his  home 
most  of  the  time.  He  graduated  im  1869 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  Mich- 
igan university,  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  society, 
the  Des  Moines  Valley  Medical  associa- 
tion, and  that  of  Pensacola,  Fla.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  National  Medical  associ- 
ation in  1893,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
surgeons  for  examination  of  pensioners  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  in  1874-5-6,  and  at  various 
times  since,  including  President  Harri- 
son's administration.  He  was  for  years  a 
member  of  the  board  of  insane  commis- 
sioners for  Henry  county,  and  physical 
examiner  for  various  life  insurance  com- 
panies. 

Dr.  Marsh  has  always  been  a  republicaui 
casting  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
in  1864.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , 
and  the  K.  A.  E.  O.,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  was 
married  May  12,  1870,  to  Mrs.  Louise 
Mather  Crawford,  at  Chicago.  They  have 
three  children:  Prank  C,  born  March  16, 
1871;  Frederick  William,  September  10, 
1873,  and  Laura  Helen,  December  4,  1875. 


LAUB,  Henry  Clay,  the  well-known 
pioneer  of  Denison,  is  a  native  of  the  Key- 
stone state,  born  in  York,  Pa.,  April  18, 
1824.  His  father,  William  Laub,  was  born 
at  Reading,  Pa.,  and  was  at  one  time 
county  treasurer  of  Adams  county,  of 
which  the  famous  town  of  Gettysburg  is 
the  county  seat.  Henry  Laub,  a  brother 
of  William,  was  a  midshipman  in  the  navy 
under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Commo- 
dore Perry,  and  was  killed  in  one  of  the 
naval  battles  on  Lake  Erie.  When  young 
Henry  was  less  than  a  year  old  his  parents 


moved  to  Gettysburg  and  he  lived  in  that 
town  for  about  twelve  years,  attending 
school  for  about  three  months  of  each  year 
when  he  became  old  enough.  When  about 
12  years  old  his  father  died  and  Henry  was 
from  that  time  obliged  to  work  very  hard 
to  assist  in  supporting  the  family.  For 
several  years  he  worked  in  the  country 
and  had  very  little  chance  to  attend  school. 
At  the  age  of  .19  he  became  a  shoemaker 
and  traveled  from  house  to  house  working 
at  his  trade.  All  this  time  the  young  man 
was  eagerly  grasping  every  opportunity 
for  the  development  of  his  mind,  and  often 
the  cold  gray  of  early  morning,  before  time 


tot  commencing  work,  would  find  him 
busily  engaged  with  book  and  pencil.  His 
evenings  were  always  thus  employed,  in- 
deed sometimes  the  active  mind  would  be 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  by 
the  uncertain  light  of  a  tallow  dip,  until 
far  into  the  night,  when  others,  less  eager 
to  learn,  were  calm  in  the  enjoyment  of 
"nature's  sweet  restorer.''  This  same 
habit  of  perseverance  has  characterized 
Mr.  Laub's  whole  existence. 

He  was  married  February  14,  1848,  to 
Miss  Lydia  Baer,  of  Frederick  county,  Md. 
In  1851  Mr.  Laub  and  his  wife  came  west 
and  stopped  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he 
secured  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  and  also  held  the  position  of  city 
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clerk.  After  leaving  Muscatine  he  spent 
a  year  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  1855  went 
to  Crawford  county  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Denison  and  began  breaking  up  virgin 
sod  preparatory  to  tilling  the  soil.  In 
about  1856  he  became  interested  in  the  city 
of  Denison,  then  in  the  embryo,  and,  de- 
siring to  widen  the  scope  of  his  activity, 
erected,  on  the  corner  of  what  is  now  Main 
and  Broadway  streets,  the  first  store  build- 
ing of  Crawford  county,  and  the  first  build- 
ing of  any  kind  in  Denison,— a  miniature 
affair  14x18,  well  stocked  with  goods 
hauled  overland  from  Cedar  Rapids.  Mr. 
Laub  is,  in  very  truth,  justly  entitled  to 
be  designated  **the  father  of  the  town." 
All  went  well  in  the  new  enterprise  until 
the  stock  was  exhausted  and  then  an  un- 
expected difficulty  presented  itself.  The 
country  was  wild  and  sparsely  settled,  con- 
sequently the  few  customers  who  patronized 
Mr.  Laub  were  as  short  of  money  as  they 
were  desperately  in  need  of  provisions. 
Mr.  Laub  was  too  kind  hearted  to  let  them 
suffer,  and  with  that  magnanimity  pre- 
dominant in  his  nature,  dealt  out  provisions 
with  a  generous  hand  until  all  were  gone. 
Then,  lacking  Ifee  wherewith  to  purchase 
more,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  make 
collections,  there  was  no  alternative  but  to 
shut  up  shop;  so,  locking  the  door  behind 
him,  the  proprietor  passed  out  and  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  concluding  for  the  time 
his  career  as  a  merchant.  In  1858  he  re- 
turned to  Denison,  having  traded  his  farm 
for  a  store  and  hotel.  Mr.  Laub  was  a 
member  of  the  first  board  of  supervisors 
for  the  county,  and  by  reason  of  special 
qualifications,  served  twelve  successive 
years  as  county  superintendent.  He  was 
also  the  second  sheriff  of  that  county;  and 
for  one  term  was  county  surveyor.  To 
show  their  appreciation  of  this  gentleman's 
services,  the  people  of  Crawford  county 
elected  him  to  the  honorable  position  of 
representative,  where  he,  for  a  term, 
rendered  very  satisfactory  service.  Later 
he  made  the  senatorial  canvass,  but  it  was 
at  a  time  when  the  liquor  traffic  influenced 
the  issue,  and,  owing  to  his  pronounced 
prohibitory  proclivities,  he  suffered  defeat. 

During  the  war  he  served  as  government 
recruiting  officer  for  this  district,  and  also 
erected  a  stockade  and  fortress  at  Cherokee 
to  protect  the  citizens  from  Indian  ravages. 
He  organized  Company  D,  celebrated  in 
history  as  the  Northwestern  Iowa  brigade, 
of  which  he  was  first  lieutenant  and 
quartermaster. 

Mr.  Laub  was  for  many  years  the  lead- 


ing merchant  of  Denison,  and  in  1874  he 
took  his  clerks  into  partnership  and  him- 
self retired  from  active  management  of  the 
business.  The  new  management  was  not 
satisfactory  and  in  1876  the  firm  had  be- 
come insolvent,  in  debt  to  the  amount  of 
$78,000.  With  this  great  burden  resting 
upon  him  Mr.  Laub  resumed  management 
of  the  business  and,  having  the  confidence 
of  the  creditors,  secured  an  extension  of 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
had  paid  every  cent  of  the  debt. 

Politically,  Mr.  Laub  has  always  acted 
with  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order.  Odd  Fellows 
and  Good  Templar  fraternities,  and  for 
the  past  forty  two  years  has  been  ooo- 
nected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  he  has  been  one  of  the 
most  active  members  and  liberal  supporters. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laub  have  eight  children: 
William  H.,  born  June  24,  1855,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  at  Denison; 
Eli  C,  born  November  30,  1859,  who  is  a 
merchant  at  Correctionville;  Alice  M., 
born  August  25,  1849,  now  the  wife  of  J. 
D.  Ainsworth,  and  is  editing  Mr.  Ains- 
worth's  paper.  The  Onawa  Gazette;  Mettie 
E.,  born  April  9,  1851,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Hon.  J.  B.  Romans,  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  Denison;  Julia  Catherine, 
born  January  20,  1857,  now  the  wife  of  W. 
T.  Perkins,  a  lawyer  of  Bismarck,  S.  D. ; 
Anna  L.,  born  March  31,  1862,  now  the 
wife  of  George  Bartholomew,  Chicago,  111. ; 
Lydia  Bell,  bom  November  27,  1864,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  20  years,  and  Lillie  M., 
born  November  2,  1866,  wife  of  C.  P. 
Kuehnle,  lawyer  and  banker  of  Denison. 


JOHNSON,  Julius  Lawrence,  cashier 
of  the  Northwestern  bank  at  Ireton,  is  a 
young  man  whose  business  ability,  both 
inherited  and  cultivated,  will  some  day 
make  him  rank  among  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  the  state.  He  has  already 
won  a  place  which  many  a  young  man  of 
his  years  has  given  up  ever  reaching.  He 
has  been  trained  to  business  from  earliest 
years,  for  his  father,  Gilbert  Johnson,  was 
a  successful  lumber  merchant,  who  had 
prospered  in  his  line  of  business.  The 
father  died  twenty-five  years  since.  His 
mother  was  formerly  Gertrude  Klein,  who 
is  still  living. 

J.  L.  Johnson  was  born  August  31,  1868, 
at  Decorah,  Iowa,  where  most  of  his  early 
life  was  spent.  His  education  was  secured 
at  the  public  schools,  and  was  supplemented 
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at  an  early  period  by  lessons  in  actual 
business  practice.  After  finishing  the 
course  in  the  public  school  he  successfully 
managed  a  brickyard,  a  farm  and  a  flour- 
ing mill.  He  removed  to  Ireton,  his  pres- 
ent location,  in  1891,  and  was  made  cashier 
of  the  Northwestern  bank  at  the  time  of  its 
organization,  in  1894,  with  G.  W.  Pitts  as 
president.  This  position  he  still  holds, 
and  the  bank,  though  of  such  recent  origin, 
is  doing  a  splendid  business. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Johnson  has  always  been 
a  republican.  He  was  married  April  10, 
1895,  to  Miss  Alice  P.  Ross.  They  have 
two  sons:  Lyle  Gilbert  and  Earl  Drexel. 


JOHNSTON,  RuFUS  Sherman,  of  Co- 
lumbus City,  has  had  a  varied  and  success- 
ful career  as  farmer,  merchant,  banker  and 
stock  raiser.  He  was  born  in  Louisa 
county,  Iowa,  October  4, 1864.  His  father, 
James  Harvey  Johnston,  was  a  farmer  and 
stock  dealer  of  wide  reputation,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1890,  owned  hundreds 
of  Louisa  county's  richest  acres.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  in  the 
Louisa  County  National  bank,  and  held  the 
office  of  director  for  many  years  previous 
to  his  death.  He  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  almost  exclusively, 
caring  little  for  political  preferment.  He 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  as  was  his  wife, 
Esther  Orr  Johnston.  Both  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  their  ancestors  were 
among  the  best  families  of  that  grand,  old 
state.  Although  living  in  a  slave  state,  the 
Johnstons  and  Orrs  never  owned  a  black 
man,  for  they  were  opposed  to  human 
slavery.  James  Harvey  Johnston  came  to 
Iowa  first  in  1851,  but  was  not  favorably 
impressed  with  the  country,  and  shortly 
returned  to  his  native  state.  He  resided  in 
Washington  county  during  his  stay,  and,  on 
his  return  to  Tennessee,  drove  the  entire 
distance  with  a  team.  In  1856  his  mind 
turned  again  to  the  beautiful  prairies  of 
the  Hawkeye  state,  and,  returning,  he 
purchased  land  one  mile  west  of  Columbus 
City,  which,  with  additions,  still  remains 
the  property  of  the  family. 

R.  S.  Johnston  attended  the  Columbus 
City  public  schools  until  the  courses  of 
study  there  were  completed,  then  entered 
the  Eastern  Iowa  Normal  school,  finishing 
the  normal  course  in  1886.  His  time,  when 
not  in  school,  until  1891,  was  spent  on  the 
farm,  and  it  was  there  his  first  money  was 
earned.  Although  having  been  fortunate 
by  birth,  he  was  not  reared  in  idleness,  but 


was  early  taught  the  importance  of  self- 
reliance  and  industry.  He  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  Louisa  County  National 
bank  in  1890,  and  has  filled  that  responsible 
position  to  the  present  time.  On  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Louisa  County  Savings 
bank,  he  was  elected  director  and  vice- 
president,  and  so  largely  did  his  wise  coun- 
sel contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  these 
concerns  that,  in  1896,  he  was  made  presi- 
dent of  the  first  named  institution.  His 
time  was  not  wholly  devoted  to  banking, 
however.  In  1890  he  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware, furniture  and  farm  implement  busi- 
ness, under  the  style  of  Amwyl  &  Johnston, 


and  the  same  was  continued  with  success 
for  five  years.  But  the  many  enterprises 
with  which  he  was  connected  drew  so 
heavily  upon  his  time  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  dispose  of  some  of  them,  so  de- 
cided to  quit  the  store  and  spend  more  time 
on  his  stock  farms. 

He  affiliates  with  the  republican  party, 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  county  and  state 
politics,  and  is  frequently  chosen  a  dele- 
gate to  county  and  state  conventions.  He 
represented  the  First  district  in  the  repub- 
lican state  convention  of  1896,  which  sent 
delegates  to  the  national  convention  at  St 
Louis,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  on 
permanent  organization. 
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He  was  married  March  6,  1890,  to  Miss 
Loui  Col  ton.  They  have  two  daughters: 
Helen,  born  February  6,  1891,  and  Edith, 
born  June  13,  1894. 


LEITH,  Dr.  Alexander  R.,  of  Wilton 
Junction,   is  a  native  of  Iowa,  although 


of  Scotch  descent.  His  father,  John  P. 
L^ith,  left  Leith,  Scotland,  in  1839 .  and 
settled  in  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  when  our 
state  was  an  almost  trackless  prairie.  He 
was  a  plain,  outspoken  and  honest  Scotch- 
man, who  soon  won  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  his  neighbors.  To  other  sterling 
qualities  he  added  the  thrift  of  a  typical 
Scot,  and  soon  secured  a  comfortable  pio- 
neer home,  and  married  Maria  Boydston, 
daughter  of  John  Boydston,  who  was  also 
a  pioneer  of  Cedar  county.  They  had  ten 
children,  five  of  whom  died  in  childhood; 
the  others  were  Mary  M.,  John  P.,  Mar- 
garet, George  E.,  and  Alexander  R.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in 
Sugar  Creek  township,  Cedar  county,  on 
June  28,  1856.  After  studying  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  until  14  years  old,  he  attended 
Wilton  college  for  three  years,  taught 
school  for  several  years,  and  attended 
Eastern  Iowa  Normal  school.  He  then 
went  to  the  State  university  and  took 
a  medical  course,  graduating  in   March, 


1882.  Soon  after  graduation.  Dr.  Leith  lo- 
cated at  Wilton  Junction,  where  he  has 
practiced  since.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  society,  Muscatine 
County  Medical  society,  and  local  surgeon 
for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
railway.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  and 
is  president  of  the  school  board,  mayor  of 
Wilton,  elected  April  28,  1898,  and  presi- 
dent of  Union  bank. 

In  1880  he  married  Louisa  J.  Parks. 
They  have  had  two  children:  George  G., 
aged  13  years,  and  Walter,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  6  years. 


RICHARDSON,  Napoleon  B.,  of  Cog- 
gon,  Linn  county,  is  a  prosperous  banker 
of  that  town.  His  father,  Aaron  Richard- 
son, came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Delaware  county.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Maria  E.  Belding.  Their 
son.  Napoleon,  was  born  July  6,  1857,  in  a 
small  log  house  containing  but  one  room, 
on  the  farm  in  Union  township,  and  spent 


his  boyhood  there.  His  early  education 
was  begun  in  the  common  schools  and  as 
he  grew  up  he  took  a  course  in  Lenox  col- 
lege in  Hopkinton,  and  graduated  from 
Baylies  Business  college  in  Dubuque  in 
September,  1877.  Prom  boyhood  he  had 
been  industrious  and  economical,    saving 
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his  earnings.  His  first  business  venture 
was  in  a  creamery  which  he  carried  on 
from  June,  1881,  with  success.  He  de- 
veloped fine  business  ability  and  so  in- 
vested his  earnings  as  to  bring  a  good 
interest.  In  1892  he  took  a  subordinate 
position  in  a  bank  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business. 
He  worked  as  a  clerk  for  about  a  year,  de- 
veloping a  capacity  for  successful  bank- 
ing, so  that  before  the  year  had  expired  he 
was  promoted  to  cashier  of  the  bank,  a 
position  which  he  continues  to  hold. 
March  21,  1883,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Flora  J.  McBrida.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  of  which  the  oldest, 
Winifred,  died  in  infancy.  Florence  M. 
was  born  July  25,  1891,  and  Anna,  October 
18,  1897. 

Mr.  Richardson  has  always  been  a  re- 
publican and  is  not  a  member  of  any 
church.  He  has  been  successful  in  busi- 
ness and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives. 


FURNAS,  Elwood,  was  born  February 
22,  1840,  in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio. 
His  father,  Benjamin  Furnas,  was  a  noted 
advocate  of  temperance,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  in  1879. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  John  Furnas, 
was  born  near  Standing  Stone  Meeting 
House  in  England,  and  came  lo  this  country 
in  1763,  settling  in  North  Carolina.  AmoDg 
the  more  noted  of  bis  descendants  may 
be  mentioned  ex-Gov.  Robert  Furnas,  of 
Nebraska,  Sarah  Furnas  Wells,  M.  D., 
author  of  **Ten  Years'  Travel  Around  the 
World,"  and  Rev.  W.  Furnas,  a  noted 
physician,  of  Newton,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Furnas'  early  education  was  one  of 
the  old  log  cabin  kind,  on  the  subscription 
plan.  The  desk  at  which  he  sat  was  an 
inverted  slab,  but  Mr.  Furnas  thinks  that 
the  influence  its  rough  surface  afforded 
was  for  the  good,  in  that  it  was  not  con- 
ducive to  sleep  during  study  hours.  A 
college  education  was  a  luxury  not  so 
easily  reached  in  Mr.  Furnas'  boyhood  as 
now,  although  in  many  respects  the  com- 
mon schools  then  were  nearer  to  the  re- 
quired conditions  of  a  college  education 
than  the  common  schools  of  to-day.  Class 
honors  were  not  recorded  then,  but  Mr. 
Furnas  at  one  time  received  a  prize  for  his 
progress  in  grammar,  a  thing  seldom  be- 
stowed upon  a  scholar  in  his  days. 

In  1857,  together  with  his  father,  he 
located  in  Louisa  county,  upon  a  farm. 


Later,  Elwood  Furnas  and  wife  removed 
to  Story  county  for  the  express  purpose  of 
securing  a  stock  farm,  and  in  that  vicinity 
the  family  has  ever  since  resided.  Mr. 
Furnas  is  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  in  Story  county,  and  is  authority 
upon  all  matters  pertaining  to  agriculture. 
He  holds  a  responsible  position  on  the 
auditing  committee  of  the  Farmers'  Fire 
and  Lightning  association,  of  Story  county, 
and  is  vice-president  of  the  same;  is  secre- 
tary of  the  Local  Alliance,  president  of  the 
Farmers'  Progressive  Reading  circle, 
president  of  the  Story  County  Farmers' 
institute,  president  of  the  National  Farm- 
ers' alliance,  secretary  of  the  State  Farm- 


ers* Mutual  Protective  association,  and  is 
one  of  the  honorary  members  of  the  Com- 
mercial Travelers'  fair  that  was  opened  at 
Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York,  De- 
cember 16,  1896,  by  that  honorable  body, 
and  is  a  valuable  contributor  to  various 
agricultural  periodicals  throughout  the 
United  States. 

The  steps  of  advancement  to  the  many 
positions  of  trust  and  honor  held  by  Mr. 
Furnas  were  not  attained  without  physical 
exertions  and  great  mental  research.  He 
is  not  only  a  practical  farmer,  but  is  a 
student  of  political  economy  as  well. 

He  was  married  February  10,  1859,  to 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Sunderland,  adescend- 
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ant  of  Capt.  Richard  Sunderland,  of  revolu- 
tionary fame,  and  whose  meritorious  char- 
acter is  well  known  by  all  students  of  his- 
tory. Mr.  Furnas  is  a  republican,  and  takes 
such  active  part  in  all  campaigns  as  the 
duties  of  the  many  positions  he  fills  will 
allow.  He  has  held  all  the  offices  in  the 
township  in  which  he  resides  except  school 
director  and  assessor.  It  is  his  belief  that  to 
be  a  successful  farmer  requires  the  strictest 
and  most  intelligent  application  of  one's 
time  and  best  energies,  consequently  mat- 
ters political,  however  important,  must  be 
secondary  to  the  avocation  which,  if 
properly  pursued,  yields  up  in  abundance 
the  staff  of  life. 


LA  FORCE,  Dr.  Daniel  Alexander, 
of  Ottumwa, .  is  a  son  of  Daniel  6.  and 
Margaret  W.  Monroe  La  Force,  of  Wood- 
ford county,  Ky.;  was  born  May  17,  1837, 
in  Lexington,  Ind.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
best  known  physicians  in  southern  Iowa, 
enjoying  a  large  practice,  and  conducting 
an  infirmary,  where  many  patients  are 
cared  for.  After  a  preparatory  course  in 
the  Iowa  Wesleyan  university,  he  began  to 
study  medicine  in  1857,  at  Ashland,  Iowa, 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Drs.  James  W. 
La  Force  and  Samuel  M.  Evans,  He  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  in  Keokuk,  graduat- 
ing therefrom  in  1863.  In  1882  he  took  a 
post  graduate  course  in  the  Chicago  Medi- 
cal college,  now  medical  department  of 
the  Northwestern  university.  Dr.  La 
Force  practiced  medicine  in  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
one  year  as  assistant  surgeon  to  the 
United  States  general  hospital,  1863;  he 
was  commissioned  assistant  surgeon  of  the 
Fifty-sixth  Regiment  United  States  Col- 
ored troops,  1864,  and  was  promoted  to  be 
surgeon  of  the  same.  May  8,  1864,  serving 
until  September  15,  1866;  was  surgeon  in 
charge  of  the  United  States  general  hos- 
pital at  Helena,  Ark.,  1864-66,  and  was 
medical  director  of  the  eastern  depart- 
ment of  Arkansas,  1865-66;  was  United 
States  pension  examining  surgeon  from 
1888  to  1892. 

He  was  located,  in  the  practice  of  med- 
icine, at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  1866-68;  at 
Burlington,  1868-71;  at  Agency  City,  1871- 
84;  and  at  Ottumwa  since  that  time.  Dr. 
La  Force  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  association;  of  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  society;  of  the  Des  Moines  Valley 
Medical  association;  and  of  the  Wapello 
County  Medical  society,  of  which  latter  he 


was  president  in  1890.  He  is  now  presi- 
dent of  the  Hawkeye  hospital,  at  Ottumwa. 
While  he  was  surgeon  in  charge  of  quaran- 
tine in  St.  Louis,  in  1866,  during  the  epi- 
demic of  cholera,  700  cases  were  treated, 
an  experience  of  great  interest  and  scien- 
tific value,  which  is  rarely  given  to  a  phy- 
sician in  this  country.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Agency  City,  Dr.  La  Force  was  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  ten  years, 
and  of  the  city  council  for  eight  years.  He 
was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Ottumwa  from  1893 
to  1897,  serving  two  terms.  He  is  a  repub- 
lican, and  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
from  Wapello  county  in  1885,  serving  in 


the  house  in  the  Twenty-first  General  As- 
sembly, and  reaching  a  position  of  influ- 
ence and  prominence.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Knights  Tem- 
plars and  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Loyal  Legion 
and  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Dr.  La  Force  was  married  in  1866,  to 
Miss  Mahala  J.  Dudley,  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Edward  Dudley.  Their 
children  are:  William  Brooks,  Ph.  B., 
State  University  of  Iowa,  1890;  M.  D., 
Chicago  Medical  college,  1891,  who  also 
took  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Royal  Uni- 
versity of  Vienna,  Austria,  in  1893,  and  is 
now  lecturer  on  pathology  and  director  of 
microscopical  laboratories  in  Keokuk  Medi- 
cal college;  Burdette  Dudley,  Ph.  G.,  Illi- 
nois College  of  Pharmacy,   1891;  M.   D., 
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Rush  Medical  college,  1893,  and  in  1894 
took  special  courses  in  eye  and  ear  in 
Moorfield's  Eye  and  Ear  hospital,  in  Lon- 
don, England;  Prank  E.,  Ph  B.,  State 
University  of  Iowa;  and  Charles  R. ,  student. 


ADAIR,  Dr.  Lyman  J.,  is  the  oldest 
son  of  Alfred  and  Martha  P.  Adair,  who 
were  of  Scotch  and  English  ancestry.  Dr. 
Adair  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  N.  Y., 
in  1840.  His  parents  moved  to  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1841.  He 
grew  up  on  the  farm  in  Summit  county,  at- 
tending   the    public    school    during    the 


winter  seasons.  In  1858  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  district  school  and  attending 
Hiram  college,  until  the  spring  of  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Nineteenth  Ohio 
infantry.  After  being  encamped  at  Cleve- 
land and  Zanesville,  Ohio,  for  a  short  time 
he  went  with  his  regiment  into  West  Vir- 
ginia. During  that  campaign  he  was  with 
his  regiment  in  several  skirmishes  and  bat- 
tles, until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
three  months'  service,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged and  went  home  to  Summit  county, 
and  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  till 
spring,  when  he  re-enlisted  in  Company  H, 
One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Ohio  infantry,  and 
went  with  his  regiment  to  Kentucky,  and 
was  with  the  army  that  drove  the  confed- 


erate general,  Bragg,  out  of  that  state,  re- 
maining in  Kentucl^  during  the  following 
winter  and  spring.  He  was  with  General 
Burnside  on  his  march  over  the  Cumber- 
land mountains,  and  the  capture  of  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.  His  regiment  saw  hard  serv- 
ice incident  to  the  capture  of  Cumberland 
Gap,  and  later  in  the  siege  of  Knoxville. 
General  Schofield  having  assumed  com- 
mand of  this  army  it  was  marched  to  join 
General  Sherman  at  Buzzard's  Roost,  Ga., 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  long  and 
tedious  campaign  before  and  after  the 
capture  of  Atlanta.  General  Schofield 
and  his  army  were  then  placed  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  who 
was  sent  by  General  Sherman  to  confront 
the  rebel  general.  Hood,  who  was  advanc- 
ing on  a  campaign  in  middle  Tennessee. 
The  base  of  operations  for  General  Thomas ' 
army  being  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  his  army 
was  distributed  along  the  line  of  railroad 
down  as  far  as  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  to  which 
place  the  brigade,  to  which  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourth  belonged,  was  sent,  en- 
gaging in  all  the  skirmishes  and  battles 
back  to  and  including  Nashville.  After 
Hood  was  defeated  and  driven  out  of  Ten- 
nessee, Schofield's  army  was  sent  to  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina.  After  the  cap- 
ture of  Wilmington,  the  army  rejoined 
Sherman  at  Goldsboro,  and  was  with  Sher- 
man at  the  final  surrender  of  Gen.  Joe 
Johnston's  army  at  Greensboro.  After  the 
close  of  the  war,  Dr.  Adair  was  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  studying  medicine,  grad- 
uating at  Rush  Medical  college  in  1870. 
After  graduating  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  at  Manchester,  Iowa,  later 
on  moving  to  Anamosa,  Iowa,  where  he 
has  been  in  continuous  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession up  to  the  present  time.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Porter,  of  Gamavillo,  Iowa.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  two  of  whom 
died  in  childhood.  Fred  Lyman,  the 
youngest,  was  born  in  July,  1877,  and  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Minnesota 
with  the  class  of  '98. 

Mrs.  Adair  is  a  daughter  of  Giles  M. 
Porter,  a  brother  of  the  late  Noah  Porter, 
of  Yale  college.  Dr.  Adair  was  physician 
of  the  state  penitentiary  for  nineteen 
years.  He  is  surgeon  for  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  and  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  railroads.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Medical  association,  and 
the  International  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Fred 
Steele  Post  No.  4  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
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HAMBLETON,  Albert  P.  N,  a  prom- 
inent real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  broker 
and  examiner  of  titles,  living  in  Oskaloosa, 
was  bom  in  Forest  Home,  Poweshiek 
county,  Iowa,  September  4,  1857.  His 
father,  Levi  Hambleton,  also  a  real  estate 
and  loan  broker,  and  president  of  the 
Central  Iowa  Loan  and  Trust  company, 
living  in  Oskaloosa,  came  to  Iowa  from 
Ohio  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Poweshiek 
county,  where  he  laid  out  the  village  site 
of  Porest  Home.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  and  stock  business  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  in  the  present  business 
in  Oskaloosa  for  the  past  eighteen  years. 
His  father  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man, 
belonging  to  the  Priends'  society,  and 
aided  actively  in  conducting  the** under- 
ground railway  "  which  carried  so  many 
slaves  to  freedom.  He  married  Ann 
Hanna,  an  'aunt  of  Marcus  A.  Hanna, 
chairman  of  the  republican  national  com- 
mittee in  the  campaign  of  1896,  and  United 
States  senator  from  Ohio.  Our  Mr.  Ham- 
bleton's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  ^^as 
Mary  H.  Hall,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
Her  ancestors  were  owners  of  a  large 
tract  of  land,  now  that  part  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  known  as  Hestonville.  She 
is  a  great-granddaughter  of  the  well-known 
Judge  Heston,  of  Philadelphia. 

Albert  P.  N.,  spent  his  first  school  days 
in  the  district  school  during  the  days  of 
slab  benches,  aud  when  **lickin'  and  larn- 
in'  "  were  almost  inseparable.  At  the  age 
of  13  years  he  spent  one  year  in  the  pre- 
paratory department  of  Iowa  college,  at 
Grinnell.  A  year  later,  he  entered  the 
high  school  in  Oskaloosa,  to  which  place 
he  had  removed  with  his  parents.  He 
entered  the  first  freshman  class  in  Penn 
college  in  1873,  that  institution  having 
been  organized  that  year.  On  account  of 
financial  losses  by  fire,  of  his  father,  he 
gave  up  his  college  education  in  the  sopho- 
more year,  and  at  the  age  of  17  entered 
into  employment  as  a  bookkeeper  in  a  re- 
tail dry  goods  store  in  Oskaloosa,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years.  He  invested 
his  savings  in  a  local  building  and  loan  as- 
sociation, and  at  the  end  of  three  years  he 
entered  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  in 
the  general  merchandise,  coal,  grain  and 
live  stock  business  at  Springville,  Iowa. 
They  did  a  very  successful  business  for  a 
period  of  seven  years,  when  Albert  sold 
out  his  interest  and  returned  to  Oskaloosa 
and  engaged  in  the  abstract  business  as 
examiner  of  titles,  making  a  study  of  real 
estate  law.  He  has  been  in  the  abstract,  loan, 

36 


real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  Oska- 
loosa, from  that  time  up  to  the  present, 
with  the  exception  of  three  and  one-half 
years  spent  in  like  business  in  Des  Moines, 
and  six  months  in  Chicago  during  the 
World's  fair,  looking  after  business  there. 
He  is  at  present  treasurer  of  the  Central 
Iowa  Loan  and  Trust  company  of  Oska- 
loosa, organized  in  1878,  and  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Cowan  &  Hambleton,  abstract, 
real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  agents. 

Mr.  Hambleton  has  been  a  republican 
since  becoming  a  voter,  and  has  been 
actively  connected  with  the  work  of  his 
party  as  committeeman  and  delegate  to 


county  and  state  conventions.  He  was 
city  clerk  and  secretary  of  the  public 
schools  of  Springville  for  several  years. 
He  united  with  the  orthodox  branch  of  the 
Priends'  church,  when  12  years  of  age, 
and  has  always  been  an  active  member  of 
the  church.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Iowa 
Annual  Meeting  of  Priends,  and  clerk  of 
the  representative  or  executive  session  of 
that  body,  and  has  acted  as  its  railway 
secretary  for  three  years.  He  is  also  a 
trustee  of  the  Wells'  fund,  connected  with 
the  church,  and  has  for  a  number  of  years 
been  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Penn 
college,  having  acted  as  treasurer  of  that 
institution,  and  is  now  one  of  the  endow- 
ment trustees.     He  was  president  of  the 
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Oskaloosa  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  secretary  of  the  Mahaska  County 
Sunday  School  association,  of  which  he  is 
the  present  treasurer.  He  is  an  earnest  tem- 
perance worker  and  was  very  active  dur- 
ing the  campaign  in  1882,  in  support  of  the 
prohibitory  constitutional  amendment,  and 
was  chosen  as  a  member  of  the  directory, 
and  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention 
of  the  American  Anti-Saloon  league,  from 
Iowa  Friends,  at  their  last  session. 

Mr.  Hambleton  was  married  to  Miss 
Josepha  Roberts,  September  3,  1879.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Rueben  L.  Roberts, 
now  deceased,  who  was  for  several  years 
United  States  Indian  agent  of  the  Shawnee 
tribe.  They  have  one  child  living.  Alma 
R.,  aged  6  years.     A  son  died  in  infancy. 


GRISWOLD,  Henry  J.,  of  Winthrop 
Buchanan  county,  who  represented  that 
county  in  the  legislature  for  two  sessions, 
was  born  in  Janesville,  Wis.,  November 
13,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Harvey  Griswold, 
of  Portsville,  N.  Y.,  and  Mary  E.  Dillen- 
beck,  of  Janesville,  Wis.  His  father  died 
on  Christmas  day,  1883.  The  family  came 
to  Iowa  when  Henry  was  5  vears  old  and 
settled  on  a  farm  Dear  Winthrop.  His 
boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  here,  where 
he  followed  the  usual  life  of  a  farmer's 
boy,  attending  the  district  school  in  winter 
time  and  working  on  the  farm  when  his 
services  were  needed.  At  the  age  of  17, 
having  passed  a  satisfactory  examination, 
he  began  to  teach  school,  and  followed 
that  vocation  for  about  three  years.  Then 
for  a  short  time  he  was  engaged  with  a 
mercantile  establishment,  but  this  work 
did  not  agree  with  his  health  and  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  outdoor  employment.  In 
the  spring  of  1882  he  removed  to  Plankin- 
ton,  S.  D.,  and  entered  a  half  section  of 
land.  He  erected  the  customary  settler's 
*' shack"  and  lived  the  independent  and 
care-free  life  of  a  bachelor  on  his  claim  for 
about  two  years,  greatly  to  the  benefit  of 
his  health.  During  this  time  he  took  the 
census  of  the  county  and  surveyed  and 
divided  the  civil  townships  of  the  county 
into  school  districts  and  located  the  school 
districts  in  the  county.  He  had  previously 
acted  as  census  enumerator  in  Iowa  for 
the  census  of  1880.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he 
returned  to  Iowa  and  was  married  January 
24,  1884,  to  Miss  Marie  J.  Risk,  of  Win- 
throp. He  at  once  engaged  in  the  lumber 
and  grain  business  in  Winthrop,  and  has 
remained  in  business  in  that  place  ever 


since,  being  now  the  proprietor  of  a  large 
mercantile  establishment.  Mr.  Griswold 
was  unanimously  nominated  to  the  office  of 
representative  for  Buchanan  county  by 
the  republicans  in  1893,  and  in  1895  he  had 
no  opposition  for  a  second  term.  During 
his  service  in  the  legislature  Mr.  Griswold 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  mines 
and  mining  and  served  on  several  other 
equally,  or  more,  important  committees. 

He  was  an  industrious  and  unobtrusive 
member,  belonging  to  the  class  who  ad- 
vance legitimate  legislation  without  mak- 
ing show  about  it.  He  had  a  large  influence 
in  the  house  because  he  was  considered  a 


reliable  and  conservative  man  who  did  not 
take  a  position  on  any  question  without 
careful  consideration  of  its  merits.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  house  in  1896  Mr. 
Griswold  was  among  the  three  or  four  men 
who  were  considered  for  the  speakership. 
In  the  year  1897  he  was  a  member  of  the 
state  central  committee.  In  his  own  county 
Mr.  Griswold  is  known  as  a  public-spirited 
and  reliable  business  man;  an  active  and 
influential  republican  and  a  true  friend. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  church, 
filling  the  position  of  trustee.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  order.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Griswold  have  two  children:  Grace  E., 
born  November  15,  1884,  and  Dale  A.,  born 
March  15,  1890. 
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BOUCHER,  Dr.  Francis  Henry,  of 
Marshalltown,  inherits  his  taste  and  talent 
for  his  medical  profession  from  his  father, 
James  Henry  Boucher,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  who 
settled  in  Iowa  City  in  1859  and  attained 
high  rank  in  his  profession.  He  was  prin- 
cipal of  the  Polytechnic  college  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  when  the  war  broke  out  was 
made  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Thirteenth 
Iowa  infantry.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  brigade  surgeon^  acting  as  medical 
director  of  the  army  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  later  became  medical  director  of  the 
army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  was  also  med- 
ical director  of  the  Seventeenth  Army 
corps  under  Gen.  James  B.  McPherson,  of 
which  the  famous  Crocker's  Iowa  brigade 
formed  a  part.  He  was  commissioned 
colonel,  and  appointed  by  General  Grant, 
who  knew  him  personally  and  well,  to 
be  medical  director  of  the  department 
of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  being  the 
only  surgeon  from  Iowa  who  attained  that 
rank.  When  the  war  closed  he  became 
professor  of  anatomy  in  the  medical  de- 

Sartment  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa, 
[is  early  ancestors  were  French  Hugue- 
nots, who  were  driven  into  Germany,  and 
finally  emigrated  to  America  in  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  A  great-grandfather 
served  for  a  time  in  the  New  York  legis- 
lature. On  his  mother's  side  the  family 
history  goes  back  to  the  time  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  members  of  her  family  tak- 
ing part  with  Mad  Anthony  Wayne  in  the 
storming  of  Stony  Point. 

Francis  H.  Boucher  was  born  in  Bing- 
hamton,  N.  Y.,  November  14, 1855.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  in  Iowa  City, 
and  was  prepared  for  the  university  in 
McClain's  academy.  He  entered  the  col- 
legiate department  of  the  Iowa  State  uni- 
versity, and  later  the  medical  department, 
where  he  attended  lectures  during  the 
winter  of  1874-75.  He  then  spent  two 
years  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  college  in 
Philadelphia  and  received  from  that  col- 
lege the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1877.  For  the 
better  preparation  for  active  practice,  he 
took  a  special  course  in  surgery,  under  Dr. 
J.  Ewing  Mears,  and  had  special  courses  in 
obstetrics  in  the  Philadelphia  Lying-in 
institute,  and  in  medicine  in  the  wards  of 
Blockley  and  Pennsylvania  hospitals,  two 
famous  institutions.  In  1893  he  received 
post-graduate  instruction  in  the  Chicago 
polyclinic  for  post  graduates.  He  began  to 
practice  when  but  21  years  of  age  in  Clarks- 
ville,  Iowa,  and  remained  there  three  years, 
where  he  was  local  surgeon  for  the  Bur- 


lington, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  railway, 
examiner  for  several  insurance  companies, 
and  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the 
local  board  of  health,  one  of  the  first  or- 
ganized under*  the  state  law.  He  was 
appointed  the  first  health  oflicer.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Butler  County  Med- 
ical society,  and  was  at  one  time  its  secre- 
tary and  president.  He  assisted  in  the 
formation  of  the  Clarksville  Library  asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  was  elected  president. 
While  located  in  Clarksville  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  serv- 
ing successively  as  its  secretary  and  noble 
grand,  and  joined  Marton  Encampment 
No.  98.  He  was  also  here  made  a  master 
Mason. 


In  1880  he  removed  to  Brooklyn,  Iowa, 
where  he  married  Miss  S.  Marian  Judd, 
daughter  of  Rev.  F.  E.  Judd,  one  of  the 
pioneer  clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  church 
in  the  state,  and  Isabella  Page  Judd,  his 
wife.  Mrs.  Boucher  is  becoming  prominent 
in  newspaper  circles  as  a  special  corre- 
spondent. She  is  a  member  of  the  Women 's 
National  Press  association,  and  as  a  musi- 
cian is  noted  for  her  execution  of  the  works 
of  the  classical  masters.  By  this  union 
there  have  been  born  to  Dr  and  Mrs. 
Boucher  four  sons:  Forest  Francis  (de- 
ceased), Francis  Emerson,  Leonidas  James, 
and  James  Henry.     After  five  years  of  suc- 
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CGSSf  ul  practice  in  Brooklyn  he  removed  to 
Marshalltown,  where,  for  nearly  fourteen 
years,  he  has  been  engaged  in  active  prac- 
tice. He  gives  particular  attention  to 
surgery,  especially  that  branch  pertaining 
to  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  has  in- 
vented several  useful  surgical  instruments. 
He  has  successfully  performed  many  cap- 
ital operations  in  abdominal,  thoracic  and 
cranial  surgery,  as  well  as  the  more  com- 
mon capital  operations  on  the  extremities. 
His  surgical,  electrical  and  microscopical 
office  outfit,  to  which  he  is  constantly  ad- 
ding modern  instruments,  is  most  complete 
for  any  general  surgical  emergency,  and 
he  has  one  of  the  largest  medical  libraries 
in  central  Iowa.  He  is  medical  examiner 
for  more  than  twenty  life  insurance  com- 
panies and  secret  orders;  he  is  local  sur- 
geon for  the  Iowa  Central  Railway  com- 
pany, and  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  med- 
ical societies  and  associations,  among  oth- 
ers the  American  Medical  association,  and 
International  Association  of  Railway  Sur- 
geons, Iowa  State  Medical  society,  before 
which  he  has  read  papers  pertaining  to  his 
profession.  He  is  also  a  contributor  to  the 
leading  medical  journals  of  the  country. 
He  is  prominent  socially  as  well  as  profes- 
sionally, and  his  time,  such  as  can  be 
spared  from  the  many  duties  of  his  profes- 
sion, is  given  to  the  furtherance  of  the  best 
interests  of  his  home  city,  of  which  he  is 
health  officer. 


HATCH,  Ezra  Kidder,  the  well-known 
banker  of  Central  City,  is  a  son  of  Luther 
Hatch,  one  of  the  first  residents  of  Chicago, 
who  located  there  in  1831,  and  who  kept 
an  Indian  trading  post  at  Naperville  be- 
fore the  Black  Hawk  war.  Mr.  Hatch's 
ancestors  were  all  of  English  descent,  who 
came  from  England  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts when  it  was  an  English  colony. 
Prom  there  the  families  removed  to  New 
Hampshire,  where  they  were  prominent 
citizens  and  took  an  active  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  His  grandfathers,  on  both 
sides,  held  local  town  and  county  offices, 
and  were  members  of  the  New  Hampshire 
legislature. 

Ezra  was  born  in  Lisle,  Du  Page  county, 
111.,  February  3,  1841.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  during  this  period,  and  the  son  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  neigh- 
borhood, and  received  from  them  such  in- 
struction as  they  afforded.  When  he 
reached  the  age  of  11  his  father  died,  and 
at  the  age  of  15  his  mother  married  again 


and  he  had  henceforth  to  shift  for  himself. 
Soon  after  this  he  came  to  Iowa  and 
worked  on  a  farm  in  Jones  county  at  $8 
per  month  and  board.  When  farm  work 
was  slack  in  the  winter  he  went  to  school, 
and  when  about  17  he  was  able  to  teach 
school  himself.  He  then  went  to  school 
at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  for  one  year  and  took  a 
business  course.  He  continued  working 
on  a  farm  in  summer  and  teaching  school  in 
winter,  saving  his  money  and  investing  it  in 
land,  until  March,  1865,  when  he  married 
Lavonia  D.  Jordan  and  settled  on  a  farm 
of  160  acres.  In  1868  he  sold  the  farm  and 
stock  for  a  little  over  1P5,000,  and   went 


into  the  mercantile  business  at  Central 
City.  In  1884  he  started  the  Bank  of 
Central  City,  with  which  he  is  still  con- 
nected. Mr.  Hatch  has  been  closely  iden- 
tified with  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of 
his  town,  and  is  a  successful  and  conserva- 
tive business  man.  He  is  president  of  the 
Central  City  Land  and  Improvement  com- 
pany, and  manager  of  the  stock,  grain  and 
lumber  business.  He  has  always  been  a 
republican,  and  has  held  several  local 
offices  at  various  times.  He  is  a  promi- 
nent Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  church. 

They  have  five  children:  Laura  Marilla, 
born  January  4,  1868;  Arabella  Lavonia, 
born  December  5, 1869;  Calista  Lydia,  born 
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October  19,  1871;  Lester  Orin,  born  Octo- 
ber 4, 1878;  and  Ellen  Jordan,  born  Novem- 
ber 16,  1880. 


JACKSON,  Hon.  Albert  E.  It  is  not 
often  that  a  democrat  can  be  elected  to  the 
legislature  in  Iowa,  and  the  instances  are 
very  few  wherein  a  candidate  of  that 
political  faith  has  been  chosen  to  repre- 
sent a  district  which,  ordinarily,  is  re- 
publican by  a  considerable  majority,  but 
that  compliment  was  paid  to  Albert  E. 
Jackson  by  the  voters  of  Tama  county  in 
1895.  He  was  bom  in  Wabash  county,  Ind. , 
September  23,  1860.  His  parents  were 
Andrew  and  Catherine  Quick  Jackson, 
both  natives  of  Indiana.  The  father  was 
born  in  Madison  county,  October  21,  1838. 
He  came  to  Tama  county,  Iowa,  in  1855, 
but  removed  to  Missouri  three  years  there- 
after; thence  to  Indiana,  and  in  1861  re- 
turned to  Tama  county  to  reside  perma- 
nently. He  drove  a  mule  team  the  entire 
distance  from  Indiana  to  Tama  county, 
carrying  his  wife  and  three  children,  to- 
gether with  the  few  household  goods  in  his 
possession.  He  reached  his  destination 
without  a  dollar  in  his  pocket.  He  was 
successful  as  a  farmer  and  stock  breeder, 
having  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  importation  of  improved  stock  since 
1870,  and  is  now  rated  commercially  at 
$100,000.  Grandfather  Samuel  Jackson 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  Catherine 
Quick  Jackson  was  born  in  1832  and  mar- 
ried Andrew  Jackson  in  1855.  She  was 
best  known  for  her  benevolence.  Albert  E. 
Jackson  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in 
1861,  and  attended  the  common  schools 
adjacent  to  his  father's  farm  until  the 
winter  of  1876,  at  which  time  the  family 
located  near  the  city  of  Tama  and  he 
entered  the  high  school  there,  graduating 
with  class  honors  in  1879.  He  then  matric- 
ulated for  a  three  years'  course  in  the 
Iowa  State  university,  but  was  compelled 
to  leave  school  because  of  failing  health. 
While  there  he  was  a  member  of  the  Zeta- 
gathian  Literary  society,  and  ranked  high 
in  his  class.  After  leaving  the  university 
he  was  engaged  for  a  time  as  cashier  of  a 
construction  company  then  building  the 
Sioux  City  &  Pacific  railroad  in  Nebraska. 
Later  he  served  a  term  as  deputy  county 
recorder  of  Tama  county,  after  which  he 
was  employed  with  his  father  in  the  live 
stock  trade,  shipping  cattle  to  supply 
western  ranches.  In  December,  1885,  he 
went  to  Colorado,  where  his  father  had  a 


large  interest  in  a  horse  ranch  and  import- 
ing company,  and  while  there  received  an 
appointment  in  the  railway  mail  service  on 
the  run  from  Tama  to  Hawarden.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1889,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  father  to  engage  in  the  banking  busi^ 
ness,  and  opened  the  Farmers  and  Mer- 
chants bank  at  Tama,  of  which  concern 
he  is  the  cashier  and  manager.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  land,  loan  and  investment 
company  of  Jackson  &  Carson;  is  city 
treasurer,  treasurer  of  the  school  district 
of  the  city  of  Tama,  and  local  representa- 
tive of  a  number  of  fire,  life  and  insurance 
companies  and  building  and  loan  associa- 


tions, and  is  interested  in  a  couple  of  news- 
paper enterprises.  He  has  been  a  demo- 
crat since  old  enough  to  vote.  He  was  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools  in  1885  and  was  defeated 
by  but  sixteen  votes,  the  county  at  that 
time  being  strongly,  republican.  He  tias 
been  a  member  of  the  county  central  com- 
mittee for  a  number  of  years,  and  its  chair- 
man. In  1895  he  was  nominated  to  repre- 
sent the  Fiftieth  district  in  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  was  elected  against  a  strong 
republican  majority  and  over  a  very  popu- 
lar member  of  that  body,  who  stood  for 
re- election.  As  a  legislator  he  was  espe- 
cially identified  with  the  committees  on 
banks  and  banking,  school  and  text-books, 
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private  corporations  and  building  and  loan 
associations;  on  the  last  named  committee 
being  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  that 
formed  the  present  law  governing  those 
organizations.  He  served  through  the 
special  session  for  the  revision  of  the  code 
in  1896,  and  was  re-elected  to  represent 
his  district  in  1897,  receiving  a  largely  in- 
creased majority.  He  was  one  of  the  two 
members  of  the  minority  party  who  were 
accorded  a  committee  chairmanship  with  a 
clerk  at  the  1898  session,  being  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  federal  relations,  and 
was  selected  by  the  representatives  of  his 
party  as  chairman  of  the  democratic  caucus 
for  the  session.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
M  arsons  and  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is 
supreme  treasurer  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
the  Red  Cross,  but  is  not  united  with  any 
religious  sect.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Mabel  Bowen,  of  Marshalltown,  daughter 
of  Webster  Bowen,  a  pioneer  of  Marshall 
county,  December  21,  1888.  They  have 
four  children:  Helen  Hunt,  Marjorie, 
Eloise,  and  Paul  Webster  Jackson. 


COLCLO,  Croton  Cortice,  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  Carroll  Sentinel,  has  been  for 
some  years  an  influential  democrat  in 
northwestern  Iowa,  and  at  one  time  post- 
master of  Carroll.  He  was  born  Novem- 
ber 2,  1852,  in  Pindlay,  Ohio.  He  was  the 
son  of  J.  H.  Colclo,  a  farmer,  and  his  wife, 
Hannah  Jane  Cretsinger.  They  were  of 
the  well-to-do  middle  class  and  were  not 
known  to  fame.  Their  son  was  educated 
in  the  district  school  and  afterwards  com- 
pleted the  course  in  the  high  school  in 
Carroll,  Iowa.  The  family  moved  to 
Winterset,  Iowa,  in  1854,  and  in  1856  set- 
tled in  Carroll  county,  and  has  resided 
there  ever  siivee.  When  they  went  to 
Carroll  they  took  up  a  homestead  and 
went  through  all  the  privations  of  pioneer 
life  in  making  of  it  an  attractive  home. 
Our  Mr.  Colclo  began  to  earn  money  on  his 
own  account  at  an  early  day  by  farm  work, 
and  he  has  a  distinct  recollection  of  the 
way  he  earned  his  first  dollar  by  follow- 
ing a  man  who  marked  out  the  rows  with  a 
single  shovel  plow,  the  boy  dropping  the 
corn  by  hand,  and  it  was  then  covered  by  a 
man  with  a  hoe.  He  taught  school  in  the 
country,  worked  on  the  farm,  and  worked 
his  way  through  the  Iowa  Agricultural 
college,  graduating  with  the  class  of  77. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Bachelors' Debat- 
ing society  and  filled  the  position  of  presi- 
dent of  that  society,  which  was  one  of  the 


leading  literary  organizations  of  the  col- 
lege. He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Delta 
Tau  Delta  Greek  Letter  society',  and  was  an 
active  working  member  of  this  society,  and 
never  failed  to  perform  his  part  therein. 
Mr.  Colclo  was  elected  county  superintend- 
ent of  schools  in  the  year  1881  and  served 
three  and  a  half  years,  resigning  to  accept 
the  Carroll  postoffice  under  President 
Cleveland 's  first  administration.  He  held 
this  appointment  from  1885  to  1888,  and  re- 
signed it  to  again  accept  the  county  super- 
intendency,  which  he  held  for  two  years, 
then  engaged  in  the  newspaper  work  by 
purchasing  a  half  interest  in  the  Carroll 
Sentinel,  one  of  the  best  weekly  papers  in 


the  state.  He  and  his  partner,  J.  L. 
Powers,  proceeded  to  carry  on  the  daily 
which  had  been  started  by  their  predeces- 
sors, but  they  found  after  six  years  of 
experience  that  the  town  was  not  large 
enough  to  sustain  a  daily,  and  it  was  dis- 
continued. The  paper  is  now  a  semi- 
weekly,  issued  Mondays  and  Thursdays. 
Mr.  Colclo  cast  his  first  vote  for  Samuel 
J.  Tilden  for  president,  and  has  been  en- 
thusiastic in  the  support  of  the  democratic 
party  ever  since.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  democratic  national  convention  in  Chi- 
cago in  1896.  He  is  an  advocate  of  bi- 
metallism and  supported  Bryan.  He  is 
still  hopeful  of  the  success  of  the  cause. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
and  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  By  early  training  and  associa- 
tions he  is  a  Presbyterian.  He  was  mar- 
ried November  21,  1890,  to  Mrs.  Sadie  E. 
Snyder. 


VOGT,  Louis,  at  present  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  at  George,  Iowa,  was 
born  at  Rockton,  111.,  January  3,  1870,  and 
is,  therefore,  but  29  years  of  age.  As  his 
name  would  indicate,  he  is  a  German,  his 
parents  both  being  descendants  of  honored 
members  of  that  sturdy  race.     When    4 


years  old  he  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents, 
who  settled  at  Shell  Rock  in  Butler  county. 
Later  they  removed  to  Sanborn,  O'Brien 
county,  where  the  boyhood  days  of'  Mr. 
Vogt  were  passed.  He  commenced  busi- 
ness for  himself  at  the  age  of  11,  as  boot- 
black, which  was  continued,  in  connection 
with  his  school  work,  for  three  years;  also 
acted  as  messenger  boy  and  did  any  and 
all  odd  jobs  which  he  could  find  to  do.  By 
this  means  he  was  enabled  to  enter  the 
Northern  Iowa  Normal  school  at  Algona, 
when  16,  where  he  remained  one. year.  He 
then  secured  a  position  as  brakeman  on 
the  railroad,  and  for  two  years  served  in 
that  dangerous  and  arduous  work.  He 
later  learned  the  printer's  trade,  and  when 


19  years  of  age,  conducted  a  weekly  news- 
paper at  Lake  City,  Col.  His  knowledge 
of  typesetting  served  him  well  in  later 
years,  for  it  was  by  working  spare  hours 
in  a  printing  office  that  he  paid  his  way 
through  one  of  the  leading  law  schools  of 
the  country.  We  have  reference  to  the 
Northern  Indiana  School  of  Law,  at  Val- 
paraiso, from  which  he  graduated  June  3, 
1891.  During  his  class  days  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Star  Literary  society,  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  debates  and  entertain- 
ments of  that  organization.  In  1891,  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  Clarkes, 
Neb.,  but  later  went  to  Silver  Creek,  Neb., 
and  in  the  fall  of  1892  returned  to  Iowa 
and  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business  at 
Sanborn,  where  he  established  the  Sanborn 
Sun,  In  1894,  however,  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  law  at  George,  where  he  has 
built  up  a  lucrative  practice. 

Politically,  Mr.  Vogt  is,  and  has  ever 
been,  a  democrat.  He  was  a  candidate  for 
county  attorney  of  Merrick  county.  Neb., 
on  that  ticket  in  1892,  and  ran  for  the  same 
office  in  Lyon  county,  Iowa,  in  1896,  but 
was  defeated  in  both  instances  because  of 
the  decided  republican  strength  in  those 
counties.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie 
McKeever,  of  Sanborn,  June  3,  1896. 


FOWLER,  Philip  Laffer,  president 
of  the  American  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
company  of  Des  Moines,  and  for  five  years 
secretary  of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural 
society,  was  born  in  Sandyville,  Tusca- 
rawas county,  Ohio,  September  3,  1845. 
He  is  the  son  of  Lorenzo  Dow  Fowler  and 
his  wife,  Joanna  Laffer  Fowler.  Mr. 
Fowler  was  born  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
November  1,  1814,  and  Mrs.  Fowler  was 
born  in  Campbell  county,  Ky.,  February 
24,  1817.  Thomas  Fowler,  the  father  of  L. 
D.  Fowler,  was  in  the  war  of  1812,  going 
from  Baltimore,  Md.  The  family  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
for  a  number  of  years  previous  to  1853, 
when  they  moved  to  Sandyville,  and  kept 
hotel  until  they  moved  to  Iowa  in  April, 
1854,  and  entered  several  hundred  of  acres 
of  land  in  Clarke  county,  and  purchased  the 
only  hotel  in  the  town  of  Osceola.  It  con- 
sisted of  two  hewn  log  houses.  He  was 
building  a  two- story  frame  hotel  when 
he  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  sawmill 
that  was  sawing  the  joists  for  the  new 
building.  His  ancestors,  on  the  father's 
side,  came  from  England.  Mrs.  Fowler's 
father,  Peter  Laffer,  was  blown  up  on  a 
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steamboat  making  its  trial  trip  on  the  Ohio 
river  near  Marietta,  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1816.  Mrs.  Fowler's  family,  on  the 
mother's  side,  descended  from  Christopher 
Taylor,  a  Quaker,  who  was  connected  with 
William  Penn  in  the  early  history  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Philip  L.  Fowler  attended  the  common 
schools  and  was  a  student  in  J.  H.  L.  Scott's 
high  school  in  Osceola.  At  the  close  of 
his  school  days  in  June,  1863,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  oflSce  of  A.  H.  Burrows, 
clerk  of  the.  district 
cotirt  of  Clarke  county, 
until  1864,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  Forty - 
sixth  Iowa  volunteers, 
under  Col.  D.  B.  Hen- 
derson, now  member  of 
congress  from  the 
Third  district.  After 
the  war  he  was  for  sev- 
eral years  deputy  clerk 
of  courts  and  then  a 
bookkeeper  in  the  Os- 
ceola bank .  For  some 
years  prior  to  1873  he 
engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  in 
that  year  was  elected 
auditor  of  Clarke  coun- 
ty on  the  anti-monop- 
oly ticket,  supported 
by  the  grangers.  He 
held  that  office  four 
years,  then  returned  to 
farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing, making  a  specialty 
of  roadster  horses  and 
Jersey  cattle.  In  1891  he  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural 
society  and  in  January,  1894,  was  elected 
secretary,  an  office  which  he  held  and  filled 
with  credit  to  himself,  and  profit  to  the 
society,  for  five  years.  During  his  admin- 
istration, the  society  emerged  from  a  heavy 
debt  incurred  mostly  by  giving  a  state  fair 
inl893,  the  year  of  the  World's  Fair.  Mr. 
Fowler  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  Grand  Army  lodges.  He  acted  with 
the  democrats  from  1873  until  1894,  and 


since  then  he  has  been  an  active  republi- 
can, and  is  a  member  of  the  Grant  club,  of 
Des  Moines.  Mr.  Fowler  is  a  fine  speci- 
men of  manhood,  physically  and  mentally, 
and  his  mental  processes  are  deliberate, 
but  clear  and  decisive,  so  far  as  his  actions 
are  concerned.  So  when  the  democratic 
party  erected  its  16  to  1  silver  idol,  P.  L. 
Fowler  studied  the  question  quietly,  but 
deeply,  and  his  reason  and  judgment  united 
in  a  revolt.  There  was  no  noisy  protest 
or  outcry,  but  in  a  few  weeks  he  was  an 
applicant  for  member- 
ship in  the  Grant  club, 
the  leading  republican 
club  of  the  state.  That 
was  all  there  was  to  it 
so  far  as  outward  show 
would  indicate,  but  any 
one  who  is  curious  to 
know  why  he  changed 
his  political  affilia- 
tions, will  get  a  frank 
and  very  clear  reason. 
He  is  genial,  courteous 
and  social,  and  has  a 
friend  in  every  inti- 
mate acquaintance.  He 
has  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  church  since 
1855.  Mr.  Fowler  was 
married  March  9,  1871, 
in  Osceola,  to  Marga- 
ret A.  McKee,  daugh- 
ter of  Prof.  W.  A.  Mc- 
Kee, who  has  been  a 
teacher  for  over  fifty 
years,  now  a  resident 
of  Knoxville. 
They  have  six  children:  Amy  J.,  bom  De- 
cember 10,  1875;  Laura  A.,  born  March  14, 
1879;  Margaret  M.,  born  January  13,  1882; 
Mary  L.,  born  November  11,  1886;  Martha, 
bom  April  30,  1889;  and  Philip  Lorenzo, 
born  May  17,  1895. 

In  addition  to  the  presidency  of  the  Am- 
erican Mutual  Fire  Insurance  company, 
Mr.  Fowler  is  vice-president  of  the  Mutual 
Windstorm  and  Mutual  Hailstorm  Insur- 
ance associations,  two  companies  organized 
in  1898,  under  the  same  management. 


END   OF  VOLUME   I. 
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